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ganization of the state supplied Japan with those new

intellectual variations which were essential to the

higher development of her own national unity.

A further point of importance is the fact that at the
very time that the West applied this pressure and sup-
plied Japan with these political ideals she also put within
her reach the material instruments which would enable
her to carry them into practice. I refer to steam loco-
motion by land and sea, the postal and telegraphic sys-
tems of communication, the steam printing press, the
system of popular education, and the modern organiza-
tion of the army and the navy. These instruments Japan
made haste to acquire. But for these, the rapid trans-
formation of Old Japan into New Japan would have
been an exceedingly long and difficult process. The
adoption of these tools of civilization by the central
authority at once gave it an immense superiority over
any local force. For it could communicate speedily
with every part of the Empire, and enforce its decisions
with a celerity and a decisiveness before unknown. It
became once more the actual head of the nation.

s We have thus reached the explanation of one of the
most astonishing changes in national attitude that his-
tory has to record, and the new attitude seems such a
contradiction of the old as to be inexplicable, and almost
incredible. But a better knowledge of the facts and a
deeper understanding of their significance will serve to
remove this first impression.

What, then, did the new government do? Tt simply
said, “ For us to drive out these foreigners is impossi-
ble; but neither is it desirable. We need to know the
secrets of their power: We must study their language,
their science, their machinery, their steamboats, their
battle-ships. We must learn all their secrets, and then
we shall be able to turn them out without difficulty.
Let us therefore restrict them carefully to the treaty

orts, but let us make all the use of them we can.”

This has virtually been the national policy of Japan
ever since. And this policy gained the acceptance of
the people as a whole with marvelous readiness, for a
reason which few foreigners can appreciate. Had this
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his work tolerably well, the foreigner is sure to be
dropped.

The purpose of this volume does not require of us a
minute statistical statement of the present attainments
of New Japan. Such information may be procured from
Henry Norman’s “ Real Japan,” Ransome’s “ Japan in
Transition,” and Newton’s “Japan: Country, Court,
and People.” It is enough for us to realize that Japan
has wholly abandoned or profoundly modified all the
external features of her old, her distinctively Oriental
civilization and has replaced them by Occidental fea-
tures. In government, she is no longer arbitrary, auto-
cratic, and hereditary, but constitutional and representa-
tive. Town, provincial, and national legislative assem-
blies are established, and in fairly good working order,
all over the land. The old feudal customs have been
replaced by well codified laws, which are on the whole
faithfully administered according to Occidental meth-
ods. Examination by torture has been abolished. The
perfect Occidentalization of the army, and the creation
of an efficient navy, are facts fully demonstrated to the
world. The limited education of the few—and in ex-
clusively Chinese classics—has given place to popular
education. Common schools number over 30,000,
taught by about 100,000 teachers (4278 being women),
having over 4,500,000 pupils (over 1,500,000 being

girls). The school accommodation is insufficient; it is

said that 30,000 additional teachers are needed at once.

Middle and high schools throughout the land are re-

jecting nearly one-half of the student applicants for

lack of accommodation.

Feudal isolation, repression, and seclusion have given
way to free travel, free speech, and a free press. News-
papers, magazines, and books pour forth from the uni-
versal printing press in great profusion. Twenty dailies
issue in the course of a year over a million copies each,
while two of them circulate 24,000,000 and 21,000,000
copies, respectively.

Personal, political, and religious liberty has been
practically secure now for over two decades, guaran-
teed by the constitution, and enforced by the courts.
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Tts magic wand left nothing untouched and unchanged.
It was the Restoration that overthrew the Tokugawa
Shogunate, which reigned supreme for over two cen-
turies and a half. It was the Restoration that brought
us face to face with the Occidentals. It was the Resto-
ration that pulled the demigods of the Feudal lords
down to the level of the commoners. It was the Res-
toration that deprived the samurai of their fiefs and
reduced them to penury. It was the Restoration that
taught the people to build their houses of bricks and
stones and to construct ships and bridges of iron instead
of wood. It was the Restoration that informed us that
eclipses and comets are not to be feared, and that earth-
quakes are not caused by a huge cat-fish in the bottom
of the earth. It was the Restoration that taught the
people to use the © drum-backing ” thunder as their mes-
senger, and to make use of the railroad instead of the
palanquin. It was the Restoration that set the earth
in motion, and proved that there is no rabbit in the
moon. It was the Restoration that bestowed on Soc-
rates and Aristotle the chairs left vacant by Confucius
and Mencius. It was the Restoration that let Shak-
spere and Goethe take the place of Bakin and Chika-
matsu. It was the Restoration that deprived the people
of the swords and topnots. In short, after the Restora-
tion a great change took place in administration, in art,
in science, in literature, in language spoken and written,
in taste, in custom, in the mode of living, nay in every-

thing ” (p. 541)-

A mnatural outcome of the Restoration is the exuber-
ant patriotism that is so characteristic a feature of New
Japan. The very term “ ai-koku-shin ” is a new crea-
tion, almost as new as the thing. This word is an in-
cidental proof of the general correctness of the conten-
tion of this chapter that true nationality is a recent
product in Japan. The term, literally translated, is
“love-country heart”; but the point for us to notice
particularly is the term for country, “ koku”; this word
has never before meant.the country as a whole, but
only the territory of a clan. 1f I wish to ask a Japanese
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conduct of the educational department aiter the New
Treaties should come into force. The most important
question was whether foreigners should be allowed to
have a part in the education of Japanese youth. Tha
general argument, and that which prevailed, was that
this should not be allowed lest the patriotism of the chil-
dren be weakened. So far as appears but one voice was
raised for a more liberal policy. Mr. Y. Kamada main-
tained that “ patriotism in Japan was the outcome of
foreign intercourse. Patriotism, that is to say, love of
country—not merely of fief—and readiness to sacrifice
everything for its sake, was a product of the Meiji era.”

In 1891 a teacher in the Kumamoto Boys’ School gave
expression to the thought in a public address that, as all
mankind are brothers, the school should stand for the
principle of universal brotherhood and universal good-
will to men. This expression of universalism was so
obnoxious to the patriotic spirit of so large a number of
the people of Kumamoto Ken, or Province, that the
governor required the school to dismiss that teacher.
There is to-day a strong party in Japan which makes
“ Japanism ” their cry; they denounce all expressions of
universal good-will as proofs of deficiency of patriotism.
There are not wanting those who see through the shal-
lowness of such views and who vigorously oppose and
condemn such narrow patriotism. Yet the fact that it
exists to-day with such force must be noted and its
natural explanation, too, must not be forgotten. It is
an indication of self-conscious nationality.

That this love of country, even this conception of
country, is a2 modern thing will appear from two further
facts. Until modern times there was no such thing as
a national flag. The flaming Sun on a field of white
came into existence as a national flag only in 1859. The
use of the Sun as the symbol for the Emperor has been
in vogue since 700 A. D., the custom having been adopted
from China. “When in 1859 a national flag corre-
sponding to those of Europe became necessary, the Sun
Banner naturally stepped into the vacant place.” *

The second fact is the recent origin of the festival

* ¢ Things Japanese,” p. 156.
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{ - C.). The festival itself, however, was instituted
by Imperial decree ten years ago (18g0).

_The transformation which has come over Japan in a
single generation requires interpretation. Is the
change real or superficial? Is the new social order “a
borrowed trumpery garment, which will soon be rent b
violent revolutions,” according to the eminent studen}t’
of racial psychology, Professor Le Bon,. or is it of “a
solid nature ” according to the firm belief of Mr. Stan-
ford Ransome, one of the latest writers on Japan-?

This is the problem that will engage our attention
more or less directly throughout this work. We shall
give our chief thought to the nature and dev'elopment of
Japanese racial characteristics, believing that this alone
gives the light needed for the solution of the problem.*
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