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The reputation for imitativeness, together with the
quality itsI::If, is due in no small degree, therefore, to the
long-continued dominance of the feudal order of society.
In a land where the dependence of the inferior on the su-
perior is absolute, the wife on the husband, the children
on the parents, the followers on their lord, the will of

the superior being ever supreme, individual initiative

must be rare, and the quality of imitation must be power-
fully stimulated.

XVII
ORIGINALITY—IN VENTIVENESS
ORIGINALITY is the obverse side of imitation.

n combating the notion that Japan is a nation

of unreflective imitators, I have given numerous
examples of originality. Further extensive illustration
of this characteristic is, accordingly, unnecessary. One
other may be cited, however.

The excellence of Japanese art is admitted by all.
Japanese temples and palaces are adorned with mural
paintings and pieces of sculpture that command the ad-
miration of Occidental experts. The only question is as
to their authors. Are these, properly speaking, Japa-
nese works of art—or Korean or Chinese? That Japan
received her artistic stimulus, and much of her artistic
ideas and technique, from China is beyond dispute. But
did she develop nothing new and independent? This is a
question of fact. Japanese art, though Oriental, has a

g from the press,

arge number of chromo-xylographic

and collotype reproductions of the best specimens of an-

cient Japanese art. Reviewing this work, the Japan
Mail remarks:

“ But why should the only great sculptors that China
or Korea ever produced have come to Japan and
bequeathed to this country the unique results of
their genius? That is the question we have to answer
before we accept the doctrine that the noblest master-
pieces of ancient Japan were from foreign lands. When
anything comparable is found in China or Korea, there
will be less difficulty in applying this doctrine of over-sea-
influence to the genius that enriched the temples of

‘antique Japan.” *

* January 2o, 1900,
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Under the early influence of Buddhism (goo-1200 A.
D.) Japan fairly bloomed. Those were the days of her

lory in architecture, literature, and art. But a blight
ell upon her from which she is only now recovering.
The causes of this blight will receive attention in a sub-
sequent chapter. Let us note here only one aspect of
it, namely, official repression of originality.

Townsend Harris, in his journal, remarks on the way
in which the Japanese government has interfered with
the originality of the people. “ The genius of their gov-
ernment seems to forbid any exercise of ingenuity in
producing articles for the gratification of wealth and
luxury. Sumptuary laws rigidly enforce the forms,
colors, material, and time of changing the dress of all.
As to luxury of furniture, the thing is unknown in
Japan. . . It would be an endless task to attempt
to put down all the acts of a Japanese that are regulated
by authority.”

The Tokugawa rule forbade the building of large
ships; so that, by the middle of the nineteenth century,
the art of ship-building was far behind what it had been
two centuries earlier. Government authority exter-
minated Christianity in the early part of the seventeenth
century and freedom of religious belief was forbidden.
The same power that put the ban on Christianity for-
bade the spread of certain condemned systems of Con-
fucianism. Even in the study of Chinese literature and
philosophy, therefore, such originality as the classic
models stimulated was discouraged by the all-powerful
Tokugawa government. The avowed aim and end of the
ruling powers of Japan was to keep the nation in its
status quo. Originality was heresy and treason; prog-

ress was impiety. The teaching of Confucius likewise
lent its support to this policy. To do exactly as the
fathers did is to honor them; to do, or even to think,
otherwise is to dishonor them. There have not been
wanting men of originality and independence in both
China and Japan; but they were not great enough to
break over, or break down, the incrusted system in
which they lived—the system of blind devotion to the
past. This system, that deliberately opposed all inven-
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tion and originality, has been the great in -
tional progress, in that it has rejecteg and regggggdtgvggy
tendency to variation. What results might not the
country have_ secured, had Christianity been allowed to
do its work in stimulating individual ‘development and
1(510?;?311!%&?;: sense of personal responsibility towards
. A curious anomaly still remains in Japan -
Ject of liberty in study and belief. : %houc,:;ltl;a:flégt
liberty is the rule, one topic is even yet under of-
ficial embargo. No one may express public dissent from
the authorized version of primitive Japanese history. A
few years ago a professor in the Imperial Universit
made an attempt to interpret.ancient Japanese mythsy
zl-hs cotnstlf'uctlons were supposed to threaten the divine
d;:si??sedo. the Imperial line, and he was summarily
Dr. E. Inouye, Professor of Buddhist Phi in’
the Imperial University, addressing a Teacﬁ?;i?szggglo}éi;?
t10n_of Sendai, delivered a conservative, indirectly anti-
foreign speech, He insisted, as reported by a local
English correspondent, that the Japanese people “ were
descended from the gods. In all other countries the
sovereign or Emperor was derived from the people, but
here the people had the honor of being derived from the
Emperor. Other countries had filia] piety and loyalt
but no such ﬁll;{l piety and loyalty as exist in Japar{'
The moral attainments of the people were altog‘ethez'*
unique. He informed his audience that though the
?Igéltdadopt foreign ways of doing things, their mindg
wiere?" S0 renovating; they were good enough as they
As a result of this position, scholarshi i
are curiously combined in modern historli)cazlmlg-;éiccltuig;y
Imphc_lt confidenc placed in the myths of
the primitive era. Tales of the gods are cited as histor-
ical events whose date, even, can be fixed wiih some
degree of accuracy. Although writing was unknown in
Japan until early in the Christian era, the chronology of
the previous six or eight hundred years, is accepted on

* Japan Mail, November 12, 1898,
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S00n as the social order will allow it, can har
ed. Those few who even now entertain advanced ideas do
not dare to avow them, And this fact throws an interest-
ing light on the way in which the social order, or a des-
potic government, may thwart for a time the natural
course of development. The present apparent credulity
of Japanese historical sc olarship is due neither to race
character nor to superstitions lodged in the inherited
race brain, but simply to the social system, which, as yet,
demands the inviolability of the Imperial line,

Now that the Japanese have been so largely relieved
from the incubus of the older social order, the question
rises whether they are showing powers of originality,
The answer is not doubtful, for they have already
made several i i es and inventions. The
Murata rifle, wi i my is equipped, is the in-
vention of a Japanese. In 1897 Colonel Arisaka in-

vented several improvements in this same rifle, increas-

y and accuracy, and lessening the weight,

cently he has invented a rapid-fire field-
piece to superintend whose manufacture he has been
sent to Europe. Mr., Shimose has invented a smokeless
powder, which the government is manufacturing for its
own use. Not infrequently there appear in the papers
notices of new inventions. I have recently noted the
invention of important improvements in the hand loom
universally used in Japan, also a * smoke-consumer ”’
which not only abolishes the smoke,
amount of coal used and conseq
These are but a few of the ever-
apanese inventions.,

In the field of original scien

bacteriologist, Dr. Kitazato.
haps, but
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dly be doubt-

tific research is the famous
Less widely known per-

ecially in the development
of fertilization. These in-
at the faculty of original thought is not

entirely lacking among the Japanese,

Under favorable
conditions, such as now prevail, there is

good reason for
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holding that the Japanese will take their place among the
peoples of the world, not only as skillful imitators and
adapters, but also as original contributors to the prog-
ress of civilization and of science:

Originality may be shown in imitation as well as in
production, and this type of originality the Japanese
have displayed in a marked way. They have copied the
institutions of no single country. It might even be dif-
ficult to say which Western land has had the greatest in-
fluence in molding the new social order of Japan. In
view of the fact that it is the English language which
has been most in favor during the past thirty years, it
might be assumed that England and America are the
favored models. But no such hasty conclusion can be
drawn. The Japanese have certainly taken ideas and
teachers from many different sources; and they have
changed them frequently, but not thoughtlessly. A
writer in The Far East brings this points out clearly :

“ While Japan remained secluded from other coun-
tries, she had no necessity for and scarcely any war ves-
sels, but after the country was opened to the free inter-
course of foreign powers—immediately she felt the
urgent necessity of naval defense and employed a Dutch
officer to construct her navy. In 1871 the Japanese
government employed a number of English officers, and
almost wholly reconstructed her navy according to the
English system. But in the matter of naval education
our rulers found the English system altogether unsatis-
factory, and adopted the American system for the model
of our naval academy. So, in discipline, our ‘naval of-
ficers found the German principle much superior to the
English, and adopted that in point of discipline. Thus
the Japanese navy is not wholly after the English sys-
tem, or the American, or the French, or the German
system. But it has been so constructed as to include
the best portions of all the different systems. In the
case of the army, we had a system of our own before we
began to utilize gunpowder and foreign methods of dis-
cipline. Shortly before the present era we reorganized
our army by adopting the Dutch system, then the Eng-
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lish, then the French, and after the Franco-Prussian
war, made an improvement by adopting the German sys-
tem. But on every occasion of reorganization we re-
tained the most advantageous parts of the old systems
and harmonized them with the new one. The result
has been the creation of an entirely new syste

€ models we have adopted.

209

suited to the customs of our people. In the revision of
our monetary system, our government appointed a

_ stem their strength and weakness,
The investigation lasted more than two years, which

finally culminated in our ado tion of the gold in th
place of the old silver standaré}.”' bt

This quotation gives an idea of the selective method
that has been followed. There has been no slavish or
unconscious imitation. On the contrary, there has been
a constant conscious effort to follow the best model that
the civilized world afforded. Of course, it may be
doubted whether in fact they have always chosen the
best; but that is a different matter. The Japanese think
they have; and what foreigner can say that, under the
circumstances and in view of the conditions of the peo-
ple, they have not? One point is clear, that on the

nade great progress in recent dec-

nduct of the

ad
dent of Oriental lands, This is far fr
1s perfection. FEven the Japanese m
Nor is this equivalent to an assertio
ity with the leading lands of the West, although many
Japanese are ready to assert this. But I merely say that
the leaders of New Japan have revealed a high order of

Judicious originality in their imitation of foreign
nations.

om saying that all
ake no such claim.




XVIII
INDIRECTNESS—“ NOMINALITY

THE Japanese have two words in frequent use

which aptly describe certain striking aspects of

their civilization. They are “tomawashi ni,”
“ yumei-mujitsu,” the first translated literally signifying
“roundabout ” or “indirect,” the second meaning “ havy-
ing the name, but not the reality.” Both these aspects
of Japanese character are forced on the attention of any
who live long in Japan. ] -

Some years ago I had a cow that I wished to sell.
Being an American, my natural impulse was to ask a
dairyman directly if he did not wish to buy; but that
would not be the most Japanese method. 1 accordingly
resorted to the help of a “go-between.” This indivi;lual,
who has a regular name in Japanese, “nakadachi,” is in-
dispensable for many purposes. When land was being
bought for missionary residences in Kumamoto, there
were at times three or even four agents acting between
the purchaser and the seller and each received his “orei,”
** honorable politeness,” or, in plain English, commission.
In the purchase of two or three acres of land, dealings
were carried on with some fifteen or more separate land-
owners. Three different go-betweens dealt directly with
the purchaser, and each of these had his go-between, and
in some cases these latter had theirs, before the land-
owner was reached. A domestic desiring to leave my
employ conferred with a go-between, who conferred with
his go-between, who conferred with me! In every im-
portant consultation a go-between seems essential in
Japan. That vexatious delays and misunderstandings
are frequent may be assumed.

The system, however, has its advantages. In case oof
disagreeable matters the go-between can say the dis-
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agreeable things in the third person, reducing the un-
pleasant utterances to a minimum,

I recall the case of two evangelists in the employ of
the Kumamoto station. FEach secured the other to act
as go-between in presenting his own difficulties to me.
To an American the natural course would have been for
each man to state his own grievances and desires, and
secure an immediate settlement.

The characteristic of roundaboutness ” is not, how-
ever, confined to Japanese methods of action, but also
characterizes their methods of speech. In later chap-
ters on the alleged Japanese impersonality we shall con-
sider the remarkabie deficiency of personal pronouns in
the language, and the wide use of “honorifics.” This
substitution of the personal pronouns by honorifics
makes possible an indefiniteness of speech that is exceed-
ingly difficult for an Anglo-Saxon to appreciate. Fancy
the amount of implication in the statement, “ Ikenai
koto-wo shimashita” which, strictly translated, means
“Can’t go thing have done.” Who has done? you? or
he? or I? This can only be inferred, for it is not stated.
If a speaker wishes to make his personal allusion blind,
he can always do so with the greatest ease and without
the slightest degree of grammatical incorrectness.
“ Caught cold,” “better ask,” “honorably sorry,” “{eel
hungry,” and all the common sentences of daily life are
entirely free from that personal definiteness which an
Occidental language necessitates. We shall see later
that the absence of the personal element from the word-
ing of the sentence does not imply, or prove, its absence
from the thought of either the speaker or hearer. The
Japanese language abounds in roundabout methods of
expression. This is specially true in phrases of courtesy.
Instead of saying, “I am glad to see you,” the Japanese
say, “ Well, honorably have come ”’; instead of, “I am
sorry to have troubled you,” they say, “ Honorable hin-
drance have done ”; insfead of ** Thank you,” the correct
expression is, “ It is difficult.”

In a conversation once with a leading educator, I was
maintaining that a wide study of English was not need-
ful for the Japanese youth; that the majority of the boys

B o i e e
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would never learn enough English to make it of prac-
tical use to them in after-life, and that it would be wiser
for them to spend the same amount of time on more
immediately practical subjects. The reply was that the
boys needed to have the drill in English in order to gain
clear methods of thought: that the sharp distinctness of
the English sentence, with its personal pronouns and
tense and number, affords a mental drill which the Japa-
nese can get in no other way; and that even if the boys
should never make the slightest after-use of English in
reading or conversation, the advantage gained was well
worth the time expended. I have since noticed that
those men who have spentsome time in the study of a
foreign language speak very much more clearly in
Japanese than those who have not had this training. In
the former case, the enunciation is apt to be more dis-
tinct, and the sentences rounded into more definite periods.
The conversation of the average Japanese tends to
ramble on in a never-ending sentence. But a marked
change has come over vast numbers of the people dur-
ing the last three decades. The roundaboutness of to-
day is as nothing to that which existed under the old
order of society. For the new order rests on radically
different ideas; directness of speech and not its opposite
is being cultivated, and in absolute contrast to the
methods of the feudal era, directness of governmental
procedure is well-nigh universal to-day. In trade, too,
there has come a straightforwardness that is promising,
though not yet triumphant. It is safe to assume that in
all respectable stores the normal price is charged; for
the custom of fixed prices has been widely adopted. If
individuals are known to have the “beating down”
habit, special prices are added for their sakes.

A personal experience illustrates the point. My wife
and I had priced several lamps, had made note of the
most satisfactory, and had gone home without buying.
The next day a domestic was sent to secure the one
which pleased us best. He was charged more than we
had been, and in surprise mentioned the sum which we
had authorized him to pay. The shopkeeper explained
by saying that he always told us the true price in the
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beginning, because we never tried to beat him down. In
truth, modern industrial conditions have pretty well ban-
ished the old-time custom of haggling. A premium is
set on straightforwardness in business unknown to the
old social order.
" Rouqdabgutness is, however, closely connected with
yumei-mujitsu,” the other characteristic mentioned at
the beginning of this chapter. This, for the sake of sim-
plicity, I venture to ‘call * nominality.”  Japanese his-
tory is a prolonged illustration of this characteristic, -
For over a thousand years “ yumei-mujitsu ” has been
a leading feature in governmental life. Although the
Emperor has ostensibly been seated on the throne,
clothed with absolute power, still he has often reigned
only in name.* Even so early as 130 A. D., the two
families of Oomi and Omuraji began to exercise des-
potic authority in the central government, and the feudal
system, as thus early established, continued with but few
breaks to the middle of the present century. There were
also the great families which could alona furnish wives
to the Imperial line, These early took possession of the
person of the Emperor, and the fathers of the wives
often exercised Imperial power. The country was fre-
quently and long disturbed by intense civil wars between
these rival families. In turn the Fujiwaras, the Mina~
motos, and the Tairas held the leading place in the con-
trol of the Emperor; they determined the succession and
secured frequent abdication in favor of their infant sons,
but within these families, in turn, there appeared
the influence of the “ yumei-mujitsu ” characteristic.
Lesser men, the retainers of these families, manipulated
the family leaders, who were often merely figureheads
of the contending families and clans. Emperors were
made and unmade at the will of these men behind the
scenes, most of whom are quite unknown to fame. The
creation of infant Emperors, allowed to bear the Im-
perial name in their infancy and youth, but compelled to
abdicate on reaching manhood, was a common device

** History of the Empire of Japan,” compiled and translated
for the Imperial Japanese Commission of the World's Columbian
Exposition,
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for maintaining nominal Imperialism with actual im-
potence.

When military clans began to monopolize Imperial
power, the people distinctly recognized the nature of
their methods and gave it the name of “ Bakufu” or
“curtain government,” a roundabout expression for
military government. There has been a succession of
these ‘‘ curtain governments,” the last and most success-
ful being that of the Tokugawa, whose fall in 1867-68
brought the entire system to an end and placed the true
Emperor on the throne.

But this “ yumei-mujitsu ” characteristic of Japanese
life has been by no means. limited to the national gov-
ernment. Every daimyate was more or less- blighted
by it; the daimyo, or ““ Great Name,” was in too many
cases but a puppet in the hands of his * kerai,” or
family retainers. These men, who were entirely out of
sight, were, in very many cases, the real holders of the
power which was supposed to be exercised by the
daimyo. The lord was often a “great name” and
nothing more. That this state of affairs was always at-
tended with evil results is by no means the contention
of these pages. Not infrequently the people were saved
by it from the incompetence and ignorance and selfish-
ness of hereditary rulers. Indeed, this system of
“ yumei-mujitsu ” government was one of the devices
whereby the inherent evils of hereditary rulers were
more or less obviated. It may be questioned, however,
whether the device did not in the long run cost more
than it gained. Did it not serve to maintain, if not actu-
ally to produce, a system of dissimulation and deception
which could but injure the national character? It cer-
tainly could not stimulate the straightforward frankness
and outspoken directness and honesty so essential to the
well-being of the human race.

Although “ yumei-mujitsu” government is now prac-
tically extinct in Japan, yet in the social structure it
still survives.

The Japanese family is a maze of “ nominality.” Full-
grown young men and women are adopted as sons and
daughters, in order to maintain the family line and name.
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A son is not a legal son unless he is so registered, while
an illegitimate child is recognized as a true son if so
registered. A man may be the legal son of his grand-
mother, or of his sister, if so registered. Although a
family may have no children, it does not die out unless
there has been a failure to adopt a son or daughter,
and an. extinct family may be revived by the legal
appointment of someone to take the family name and
worship at the family shrine. The family pedigree,
therefore, does not describe the actual ancestry, but only
the nominal, the fictitious. There is no deception in this.
It is a well-recognized custom of Old Japan. Its origin,
moreover, is not difficult to explain. Nor is this kind of
family peculiar to Japan. It is none the less a capital -
illustration of the * yumei-mujitsu” characteristic per-
meating the feudal civilization, and still exerting a
powerful influence. Even Christians are not free from
“ nominalism,” as we have frequently found in our mis-
sionary work.

A case in mind is of an evangelist employed by our
mission station. He was to receive a definite propor-
tion of his salary from the church for which he worked
and the rest from the station. On inquiry I learned that
he was receiving only that provided by the station, and
on questioning him further he said that probably the
sum promised by the church was being kept as his
monthly contribution to the expenses of the church!
Instances of this kind are not infrequent. While in
Kyushu I more than once discovered that a body of
Christians, whose evangelists we were helping to sup-
port proportionately, were actually raising not a cent of
their proportion. On inquiry, I would be told that the
evangelists themselves contributed out of their salary
the sums needed, and that, therefore, the Christians did
not need to raise it.

The mission, at one time, adopted the plan of throw-
ing upon the local churches the responsibility of decid-
ing as to the fitness of young men for mission aid in
securing a theological education. It was agreed by rep-
resentatives of the churches and the mission that each
candidate should secure the approval of the deacons of
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the church of which he was a member, and that the
church should pay a certain proportion of the candidate’s
school expenses. It was thought that by this method
the leading Christians of the young man’s acquaintance
would become his sponsors, and that they would be un-
willing to take this responsibility except for men in
whom they had personal confidence, and for whom they
would be willing to make personal contributions. In
course of time the mission discovered that the plan was
not working as expected. The young men could secure
the approval of the deacons of their church without any
difficulty; and as for the financial aid from the church,
that could be very easily arranged for by the student’s
making a monthly contribution to the church of the sum
which the church should contribute toward his expenses.
Although this method seems to the average Occidental
decidedly deceptive, it seemed to the Japanese perfectly
proper. The arrangement, it is needless to state, was
not long continued. I am persuaded that the correct
explanation of these cases is “ yumei-mujitsu.”

Not long since express trains were put on between
Kobe and Tokyo. One morning at Osaka I planned to
take the early express to Kyoto, distant about thirty
miles. These are the second and third cities of Japan,
and the travel between them is heavy. On applying for
a ticket I was refused and told there was no train for
Kyoto. But as multitudes were buying tickets, and
going out upon the platform, I asked an official what the
trouble was, and received the explanation that for this
express train no tickets could be sold for less than forty
miles; but if I would buy a ticket for the next station
beyond Kyoto, it would be all right; I could get off at
Kyoto. I was assured that I would be allowed to land
and leave the station at Kyoto. This I did then, and
have repeatedly done since. The same absurd rule is
applied, I am told, between Yokohama and Tokyo.

But our interest in these illustrations is the light they
shed on Japanese character. They indicate the intel-
lectual angle from which the people have looked out on
life. What is the origin of the characteristic? Is it due
to deep-lying race nature, to the quality of the race
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brain? Even more clearly than in the case of “ round-
aboutness,” it seems to me that nominality ” is due to
the nature _of the old social order. Feudalism has
always exhibited more or less of these same features,
To Anglo-Saxons, reared in a land blessed by direct
government of the people, by the people, and for the
people, such methods were not only needless but ob-
noxious. Nominal responsibility without real power has
been seen to breed numberless evils. We have learned
to hate all nominalism, all fiction in government, in busi-
ness, and, above all, in personal character. But this is due
to the Anglo-Saxon social order, the product in large
measure of centuries of Christian instruction.

Through contact with Westerners and the ideas they
stand for, directness and reality are being assimilated
and developed by the Japanese. This would be im-
possible were the characteristic in question due to in-
herent race nature necessarily bequeathed from genera-
tion to generation by intrinsic heredity,
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INTELLECTUALITY

deficient in the higher mental faculties. They con-

sider mediocre mentality to be an inborn character-
istic of Japan and assert that it lies at the root of the
civilizational differences di_gtmgulshmg tI}e Eas_t from the
West. The puerility of Oriental science in all its depart-
ments, the prevalence of superstition even among the
cultivated, the lack of historical insight and i'nl“erpreta-E
tion of history are adduced as conclusive ev1dencest o}

ew.

thlPS‘c:‘:ei‘gv‘n teachers in Japanese employ have told rine
that Japanese students, as compared with those of the
West, manifest deficient powers of analysis and of gen-
eralization. Some even assert that the Japanese have
no generalizing ability whatever, their progress in
civilization being entirely due to their rer'narkab_le_powltl‘r
of clever imitation. Mr. W. G. Aston, in ascribing the
characteristic features of Japanese hteratu‘xze to the fun-
damental nature of the race, says the,},r are “hardly capa-
ble of high intellectual achievement.” *

While we may admit that the Japanese do not seerF to
have at present the same power of scientific genera 1}?3-
tion as Occidentals, we naturally ask ourselves whet er
the difference is due to natal deficiency, or whether it
‘may not be due to difference in early training. V\{)e
must not forget that the youth who come under the ob-
servation of foreign teachers in Japanese schools are
already products of the Japanese system of education,
home and school, and necessarily are as defective as it is.

In a previous chapter a few instances of recent inven-
tion and important scientific discovery were given.

* ¢ Japanese Literature,” p. 4.
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. These could not have been made without genuine powers

of analysis and generalization, We need not linger to
elaborate this point.

Another set of facts throwing light on our problem is
the success of so many Japanese students, at home and
in foreign lands, in mastering modern thou
numbers have co
diplomas and titles:

3

their classes. The Japanese student abroad is usually
a hard worker, like his brother at home. T doubt if any
students in the new or the old world study more hours
in a year than do these of Japan. It has often amazed
me to learn how much they are required to do. This is
one fair sign of intellectuality. The ease too with which
young Japan, educated in Occidental schools and intro-
duced to Occidental systems of thought, acquires ab-
struse speculations, searching analyses, and generalized
abstractions Proves conclusively Japanese possession of
the higher mental faculties, in spite of the long survival
in their civilization of primitive puerility and supersti-
tions and the lack of science, properly so called.

Japanese youths, furthermore, have a fluency in public
speech decidedly above anything I have met with in the
United States. Young men of eighteen or twenty years
of age deliver long discourses on religion or history or
politics, with an apparent ease that their uncouth appear-
ance would not lead one to expect. In the little school
of less than 150 boys in Kumamoto there were more in-
dividuals who could talk intelligibly and forcefully on
important themes of national policy, the relation of re-
ligion and politics, the relation of Japan to the Occi-
dent and the Orient, than could be found in either of
the two colleges in the United States with which T was
connected. 1 do not say that they could bring forth
original ideas on these topics. But they could at least
remember what they had heard and read and could
reproduce the ideas with amazing fluency.

A recent public meeting in Tokyo in which Christian
students of the University spoke to fellow-students on
the great problems of religion, revealed a power of no
mean order in handling the peculiar difficulties encoun-




