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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tae Publishers apologize for the delay in issuing
this volume, which was announced by them as in
press, more than one year since, shortly after the de-
cease of its illustrious subject. Gov. Seward, in
undertaking its preparation, was well aware of the
engrossing attention which his professional duties re-
quired, but looked counstantly for relaxation from his
multiplied business engagements, in the hope that he
might be able to complete the work commenced by
him. It however became necessary for its timely
completion, to obtain the literary assistance of an able
writer, who has, under his auspices, completed the
work. The Publishers confidently believe, that it will
in all respects, be received as a faithful and impartial
history of the” Life of the “Old Man Eloquent,” and

worthy a place in the library of every friend of liberty
and humanity.

Ausurn, April, 1849.




Xii ® PREFACE.

yond the reach of the great mass of readers. In
view of these circumstances, there was an evident
want of a volume of more limited compass—a book
which would come within the means of the people
generally,—-and adapted not only for libraries, and the
higher classes of society, but would find its way into
the midst of those moving in the humbler walks of life.
To supply this want, the present work has been pre-
pared. The endeavor has been made to cOmMpress
swithin a brief compass, the principal events of the life
of Mr. Adams, and the scenes in which he participated ;
and to portray the leading traits of character which
distinguished him from his contemporaries. 1t has
been the aim to present such an aspect of the history
and principles of this wonderful man, as shall do jus-
tice 1o his memory, and afford an example which the
youth of America may profitably imitate in seeking
for a model by which to shape their course through
life. How far this end has been attained, an intelli-
gent and candid public must determine.
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THE LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

CHAPTER 1.

THE ANCESTRY, BIERTH, AND CHILDHOOD, OF JOHXN QUINCY
ADAMS,

Tae Puritan Pilgrims of the May-Flower landed on
Plymouth Rock, and founded the Colony of Massa-
chusetts, on the 21st day of December, 1620.

Henry Apams, the founder of the Adams family in
America, fled from ecclesiastical oppression in England,
and joined the Colony at a very early period, but at
what precise time is not recorded. He erected his
humble dwelling at a place within the present town of
Quincy, then known as Mount Worrastow, and is
believed to have been an inhabitant when the first
Christian Church was gathered there in 1639. On the
organization of the town of Braintree, which com-
prised the place of his residence, he was elected Clerk
of the Town. He died on the eighth day of October,
1646. His memory is preserved by a plain granite
monument, erected in the burial-ground at Quincy,




