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30 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

task to keep me a studying. T own I am ashamed of myself. I
have but just entered the third volume of Rollin’s History, but de-
signed to have got half through it by this time. I am determined
this week to be more diligent. Mr. Thaxter is absent at Court. 1
haye set myself a stint this week, to read the third volume half ont.
If I can bat keep my resolution, T may again at the end of the week
give a better account of myself. I wish, sir, you would give me in
writing, some instructions with regard to the use of my time, and
advise me how to proportion my studies and play, and I will keep
them by me, and endeaver to follow them.

With the present determination of growing better, I am, dear sir,
your son, Joux Qumney Apans.

P. 8. Sir—If you will be so good as to favor me with a blank
book, I will transcribe the most remarkable passages I meet with
in my reading, which will serve to fix them upon my mind.

After making all just allowance for precocity of
genius, we cannot but see that the early maturity of
the younger Adams proves the great advantage of pure
and intellectual associations in childhood,

The time soon arrived when John Quincy Adams
Was to enjoy advantages of education such as were
never afforded to any other American youth. Among
the earliest acts of the American Congress, was the
appointment of Benjamin Franklin, Silas Dean, and
Arthur Lee, as Commissioners to France ; they were
charged to solicit aid from France, and to negotiate a
treaty, by which the Independence of the United
States should be acknowledged by Louis Sixteenth,
then at the height of his popularity. Silas Dean was
recalled in 1776, and John Adams was appointed to
fill his place. He embarked on this mission the 13th
of February, 1778, in the frigate Boston, commanded
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by Captain Tucker. John Adams had gone do?vn to
Quiney, and the frigate called there to receive him on
board. On the eve of embarkation he wrote the fol-
Jowing simple and touching letter to Mrs. Adams:

« Unele Quancy’s,—half after 11 o'clock, 13 February, 1778.

“DEARES FRrIENDS
]‘J‘I;AIT:; :ll::thcen twe;lty minutes in this h.ouse, befor.e I }}ad the
happiness to see Captain Tucker and a midsh1pr‘nan cormrtg i:;e m;.:;
We will be soon on board, and may God prosper 011:1' m}» =
every stage of it as much as at the bcgm?mg, and f:en‘ Il-o you, my
dear children, and all my friends, the choicest l)]ESS]IIg-‘b. et
% 8o wishes and prays yours, with an ardor that neither absence,

nor any other event can abate, BTG

«P. S. Johnny sends his duty to his mamma, and his love to his
2 g s 35
sisters and brothers. He behaves like a man.

« He behaves like a man!”—Words which gave
presage of the future character of John Quincy Ad-
ams. His education had now commenced : an educa-
tion in the principles of heroic action, by John Adams,
the colossus of the American Revolution. 1:Iow fle-
voted he was to this important charge, and with what
true philosophy he conducted it, may be seen I.Jy the
following letter written about that time by him, to

Mrs. Adams:

« Human nature, with all its infirmities ann-l (.]epravatmn, 13- sL;il ‘cla:
pable of great things. It is capable of attaining to1 'de_grecz, oar\ r:-
dom and of goodness which we have _rcafcm tfj believe ag:fsc&ﬁon
spectable in the estimation of superior mtelhgencc}s. o
makes a greater difference between man and man, t 1in -m: Dm,:::hi;.;,
made between man and brute. The virtues and powers
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yage of the Am rican :\IIIHS{ r was made in

a time of i
great peril. The naval supremacy of Great
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Her armed ships

Britain was already established.
Captain Tucker

traversed the ocean in all direetions.
saw a large English ship showing a row of guns, and

with the consent of the Minister, engaged her. When

hailed, she answered with a broadside. John Adams

had been requested to retire to the cockpit, but when

the engagement had begun, he was found among the

marines, with a musket in his hands.

The desired treaty with France had been consum-
mated by Dr. Franklin, before the arrival of John
Adams. After that event, Congress decided to have
but one minister in that country, and Dr. Franklin
having deservedly received the -appointment, John
Adams asked and obtained leave to return home, after
an absence of a year and a half. During that period

the younger Adams attended a public school in Paris,
hile his leisure hours were filled with the instructions
versation of John Adams,

w
casually derived from the con
and Dr. Franklin, and other eminent intellectual per-
by whom his father was surrounded. The im-
provement of the son during his sojourn abroad is thus
mentioned by John Adams, just before his embark-
ation on his return to America.

« My son has had a great opportunity to see this
country; but this has unavoidably retarded his educa-
tion in some other things. He has enjoyed perfect
health from first to last, and is respected wherever he
for his vigor and vivacity both of mind and

SOns,

goes,
body ; for his constant good-humor; and for his rapid
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progress in Freneh, a i
which, for his age, is ui:::jma:n.l’l’] s S
John Adams now i ic li
e Adr:iz:rjied his public life as closed.
“The Congress, I presume, expect that I shoul
come home, and I shall come accordingly. A T :
have no business for me in Europe, I must ':.'ont : S
get soTne for myself at home. Prepare you r’;:’ .
removing to Boston, into the old house fo:: thrse 3
?hall go, and I will draw writs and deed; and here e
juries, and be happy.” : e
This

calculati i
ation was signally erroneous, as all cal-

cujallons UpOIl peTS(}nal ease aIl(f pea(:e b? great alld
gOOd men ﬂiways are. IIe Iel“alned at home ony

jt]}i]r;ee months, a‘nd during that time he had other and

gHer occupations than drawing writs and deed
H.e was elected Delegate to the Convention ch b
with the responsible and novel duty of 1"0rmingca.E:!J;-rg"atd
Iit-

: o
€n constitution for Massachusetts. In that body h
e

labo i iTi i
red with untiring assiduity, as in Congress; the

constituti
stitution thus produced was in a great mea
prepared by himself, and it =

is due to hj
record the fact, e i

that it was amon
: g the most d
: e emo-
ti:a’nc of all the constitutions which were adopted b‘:l
e new S
o Americtate:f.h I']I‘he younger Adams having returneﬁ
a with his father, had th
: 2 us the advant
seeing republican theori .
: ories brought i
practical application. P

About this ti ;
his time Congress resolved on sending a
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Minister Plenipotentiary to Great Britain, to negotiate,
if possible, a treaty of peace. John Adams and John
Jay received each an equal number of votes. The
result was the appointment of Mr. Jay as Minister to
Spain, and of John Adams as Minister to the Court of
St. James. He was instructed to insist on the inde-
pendence of the United States.

The younger Adams again attended the Diplomatist.
They embarked in the French frigate La Sensible, on
the 17th of November, 1779.

The frigate sprang a leak, and was obliged to put
into the port nearest at hand, which proved to be Fer-
rol in Spain. They disembarked on the 11th of De-
cember, and traversed the intervening distance to Paris
over land, a journey of a thousand miles. This jour-
ney was performed through the mountains on mules.

Spain, as well as France, was then in alliance with
America, and the Minister was everywhere received
with respect and kindness. The French officers at
Ferrol wore cockades in honor of the Triple Alliance,
combining a white ribbon for the French, a red one

for the Spanish, and a black one for the Americans.

The United Powers proposed demands which were
ominous of disappointment to the Minister.—On the
19th of December he wrote :—<It is said that England
is as reluctant to acknowledge the independence of

America, as to cede Gibraltar, the last of which is in-

sisted upon, as well as the first.”

The travellers reached Paris about the middle of
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February, 1780. John Adams mentioned a singular
coincidence in his letter announcing their arrival. I
have the honor to be lodged here with no less a per-
sonage than the Prinee of Hesse-Cassel, who is here
upon a visit. We occupy different apartments in the
same house, and have no intercourse with each other,
to be sure:; but some wags are of opinion, that if I
were authorised to open a mnegotiation with him, I
might obtain from bim as many troops to fight on our
side of the question, as he has already hired to the
English against us!”
The American Revolution has wrought wonderful

changes since thatday. No German Prince could now

send a man, or a musket, to war against its principles.

John Adams soon discovered that there was no Pros-
pect of success for his mission to England. He re-
mained at Paris until August, 1780, and during the in-
terval his son was kept at an academy in that city.

At the expiration of that period the Minister repaired
to Holland, and there received instructions to nego-
tiate a loan, and then a treaty of

amity and commerce
with the states of that country. The younger Adams

while in Holland was placed at school, first at Amster-
dam, and afterwards in the University of Leyden.

A letter of the father, dated at Amsterdam, 18th De-
cember, 1780, gives us a glimpse of the system of in-
struction approved by him, and a pleasant view of the

principles which he deemed it important to be inecul-
cated.

.
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«1 have this morning sent Mr. Thaxter wi.!h my two
sons to Leyden, there to take up their rfasldence ff)r
some time, and there to pursue their studies of Latin
and Greek under the excellent masters, ar.1d there tlo
attend lectures of the celebrated professors in that I'i‘l;]l-
versity. It is much cheaper there than here. Ei
air is infinitely purer, and the company and co.nver?a
tion are better. It is perhaps as Jearned a University

7 i rope. ‘
- ‘?Il]ys;:)ull:‘:lunolzewish to have children edur.?ated in thl;
common schools of this country, where a httlene.ss. od
soul is notorious. The masters are: mean S?]:‘;t.e
wretches, pinching, kicking, and hoxing the 'chl ren
There is, besides, a general littleness,

n every turn. -
upe ¥ ation of stivers and

arising from the incessant coutempl
doits, which pervades the whole people. s,
« Frugality and industry are virtucs-everywhere, uh
avarice and stinginess are not frugality. The Du':;
say, that without a habit of thinking of every ﬁo::t 0;
fore you spend it, no man can be a good merchant,
ade with success.
CO::(?Il‘ll(iits,t rl believe, is a just maxim in general ;.butifI
would never wish to see a son of mine gove‘m hlmfe
by it. Itis the sure and certain WY for an industrious
man to be rich. It is the only possible way'for a mer-
chant to become the first merchant, or the richest ma\.nf
in the place. But this is an objec‘t t'hat I hope nonero-
my children will ever aim at. It is indeed true every
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where, that those who attend to small

expenses are al-
ways rich.

“I would have my children attend

to' doits and far-
things as devoutly as the merest Datch

man upon earth,
pport their inde-
disposition and a
ucceeds. A jeal-

if such attention was necessary to su
pendence. A man who discovers a
design to be independent, seldom s
Ousy arises against him. The tyrants are alarmed op
the one side, lest he should oppose then -
are alarmed on the other, lest h
servility. The ery from a]] qu
Proudest man in the world - he
obligation.’

the slaves
e should expose thejr
arlers is, “He is the
cannot bear to be under

“I never in my
tolay me under par
pected he had a des
to have claims up
have no objection
one’s power,

life observed any one endeavoring

ticular obligation to him, but I sus.
ign to make me his dependent, and
O my gratitude. “This I should
to, because gratitude is alway
But the danger is, that men will ex
ore of us thap henor, ang innoce
and rectitude v

vill permit us to perform.
“In our country, howeve

industry and prudence, may

One cannot tyry Over a pa
of John Adams, without find
the influence of which is m
of his illustrious son.

touching certain calumnies which had been Propagated
against him :—

s in
pect
nce,

T, any man, with common
be independent.”

ge of the domestic history
ing a precept or eXample,
anifested in the character
Thus he writes to Mrs. Adams,

89
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“«Don’t distress yourself aboutlany fmahmz;l:tra;:
tempts to injure me in the estimatto:(;) gzﬁfhz "
Let them take their course, a
:}ellll-]eir tither. They will n(?ver hu-rt yo;ntnl;fcbea;ﬁ;
whose character is fortified with a shleld: 1 e
and honor, ten thousand-fold stronger than i
iron. The contemptible essays, made t.>y yov;\{ 4
l\lvhom, will only tend to their own cc_)nfu.?xon. : );inht
have shown them their own 1gnmam-:e, IZ
i ld not bear. Sayas little about‘ it as ?.
;hﬁlafuzcl:u and will laugh before all posterity, at their
augh, z
impmJe nltvml'g?'; la,nI(:rzzZi)s.Dana, who had atie.nded J ;hn
A(In ua's’Secretary of Lezation, was appointed Min-
i 8 Russia.  John Quincy Adams, then fourlee_n
i ussas. appointed Private Secretary of this
o Old’H“; rem.ained at that post fourtee‘ﬁn months,
mm;“m" o its duties with entire satisfaction to the
o 'OrmmaThe singular ripeness of the 3.-'outhff1l secre-
:1111113:‘?; shown i:: his travelling alone,.i)n hll: 1;:3]:;';
r:-;); St. Petersburgh, by a juurnezy letsur;enmark’
and filled with observations ofIS‘wed.en, s
;;amhul‘ﬂh, and Bremen. On arriving in Holland,
1-esumednhis studies at the Hague. st i
o hav-'“g hcc]):t)nplli:-:ikli!: John Jay, and
harged, wit r. Fr 3 =y
l';l‘l:i;n‘:;ls;;ﬂ'erfon, with the :u(:;y otf ;:ﬁ:;;atmgh:
wit rea -
(::ﬁr:;:i‘::as‘r::iu(:idp::c;;ris on the 3d of Septem-
ed :
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ber, 1783, : ; i

e A;z:‘i]:as. ratified January 14th, 1784 The
e conc]erlj_oyed the satisfaction of being pres-
e Of'ul,lon of: t}.le treaty; and while it was
el nf:‘,'.?otzatmn, he was constantly fa-
s 0[;‘ Funme.s of listening to the nstructive

i ans ranklin and Jefferson,
e~ g wasn c:)f]'D the treaty was dilatory in the
et i er:a arrassed with French intrigues
il e ; h;me, and greater reluctance on,
< - The wearied Minister wrote to
at ‘the Hague purse '30[}] "Jf May’ e js
2 hi;n : un;i his studies with great ardor
o s oy gol character wherever he ha;
9th of June he \j ‘m“ {nake e thé
words : “I am “'E'i:':e“lz thesz hornely’ but nlan]y
e .", 7 1jn, and disgusted to (
il D:] lcif:l:;[e) f'.'u:rod, dig ditches, and make fz::
= arm.  Alas, poor farm | and poorer
e y;]:nu lostl that your country might
o t}ot. ers might catch fish ar;d hunt
“There will L:e as]?el; em;e ;1

e b V ol the tears of gratitud

e arm; adj;t::z:,]llon,-or the sighs of pity for u:,’ :: I'!;i
- tslzzns:ould .not hinder me from go-
i : S again, upon the sam
o pmr;e: :f:(;ch I would not encounter foreal(;cff:
2 i ,word Power of the world. Boys! if you
el Work,10r utter one complaint, I will disin-

* You rogues, and be free. Yoy

Daughter ! get you
keep him honest.

vided he be independent.
moral

stances.
soul, no other riches but those of the heart.”

together with Franklin and Jay, w

duty of negotiating a treaty
Britain, and John Adams, taking his son John Quincy

with him, proceeded
dence at the British Court.
June, 1784, to join her husband.

to the same Court in 1
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will never have so hard work ito do as papa has had.

an honest man for a husband, and
No matter whether he is rich, pro-

Regard the honor and the

character of the man, more than all ecircum-

Think of no other greatness but that of the

of peace, John Adams,

After concluding the treaty
as charged with the

of commerce with Great

to London, and took up his resi-
Mis. Adams embarked in

John Adams was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary
%85, and thus he, who ten years

before, when a subject, in the province of Massachu-
« [ know that Great Britain has deter-

mined upon her system, and that very determination
¢’—was the first Representative

y admitted to an audience

setts, had said,

determines me O min

of his independent eountr

by the discomfited majesty of the Imperial States.
nd emotions,

The occasion was adapted to excite profou
though of different kinds, in each party. John Adams

addressed the King thus :—
«The United States of America have appointed me

Minister Plenipotentiary to your Majesty, and
our Majesty this letter,

It is in obedience

their
have directed me to deliver to 'y

which contains the evidence of it.
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to their express commands,
assure your Majesfy of the
and desire to cultivate the 1
tercourse between Yyour
citizens ; and of their he
health and happiness, anqg
“The appointment of ,
States to your Majesty’s
the history of England, oy,
self more fortunate than a
ing the distinguished |,

that T haye the honor to
ir unanimoys disposition
ost liberal an
Majesty’s subje
st wishes for ¥
for th

d friendly in-
Cls and thejr
our Majesty’s
at of your royal family,
Minister from the United
Court, wil form an epoch in
d of Amerjca. I think my-
Il my fellow Citizens, in hay.
onor to be the first to stand ip
esence, in a diplomatic charac.
myself the happiest of men, jf

I recommendip
Majesty’s Toya
re

your Majesty’s royal pr,
ter; and I shyj esteem
I can be instrumenta) g my country
more and more, to Yyour | benevolence,
esteem, confidence ang af-
fection, or ip better worg “the old 80od nature, apg
the old goog harmony,’ bety

veen people, who, though
Separated by ap ocean, and

and of restoring an epg;

S,

€ sometimeg before been ip.
it was never, in

le to myself”

trusted by my

ing mManner so
Georg

Couniry,
agreeah
e IIT. replied wij
Manifestations of excite

1y whole life,

th dignity, but not witho

ut some
ment (—

“ The ¢j rcumstanceg
the language yo

of this audience are so extraor.

u have now held is g ext
gs y

remely

ou have discovered g Justly
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nly
he occasion, that T must say that I ?:il Zdl;,
i to't : leasure the assurances of the =
recei‘r'e' w“hf ‘:he People of the United State:e o
e he choice has fallen upon you to e
Iihen = t""h ou, sir, to believe, and that s
e . Afnerica, that I have done.uo.t Zfsa_
i mbut what I thought myself indisp -9
inia Comefit, by the duty which I owed my fpe;m =
i o ko’vit)l; you—I was the last to con 0made
. f”‘jn ‘but the separation having been'd aSI,
i Sep&'mtmn’ me inevitable, I have always salf ,] 3
el beiowould be the first to meet the L -
s ited States, as an independent p =
it E:I ee such sentiments and la:nguag -
i mor'r;er;tzadsa disposition to give ﬂ;li :;:nci
S nt I shall say, le :
i pretbresn:" ,Iz::;tmz:,n:;igion and blood have their
cumstance 3
e afldd]f:uf:effl‘?s;s expressed by the Kinogi: ‘::;Zj
s aratively, only the languag_e. .
iy C(l)':m};?mritish Ministry, and the Bnt:sBpt >
e ed th‘-z new republic with favor. uS b
S e = hold the exhibition of reluctant I‘(? pum-
i l:: a time as this, and in such c;rzm -
e Su(.; hn Quincy Adams surve)i'e_d, T &
e 'l'hat l(l) colossal structure of British porvaj
= Posmon,"trr: of its combined systems of con;f s
e lhe' Worl‘m? and progressive democracy. -
e a:stlilc: ?gl;ibed new veneration for Russell,
here tha
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ney, Hampden, and Milton, its republican Ppatriots ;
for Shakspeare, Dryden, and Pope, its immortal poets ;
and for Addison and Johnson, its moralists ; here he
learned from Wilberforce the principles of political
philanthropy, as well as the patience and persever-
anee to defend them, and studied eloquence by the Jiv-
ing models of Pitt, Fox, Erskine, Burke, and Sheridan.

This, indeed, was a fitting conclusion to a prececious
education by the patriots and philosophers of his own
country, with practical observations in the courts of
Spain and the Netherlands, of the weak but amiable
Louis XVI, and the accomplished, but depraved,
Catharine II.

John Quincy Adams now became fearful that the
duties of manhood would devolve upon him without
his having completed the Decessary academic studies.
He therefore obtained leave to return home in 1785,
at the age of eighteen years, and entered Cambridge
University, at an advanced standing, in 1786. He
graduated in 1788 with deseryed honors.
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