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ney, Hampden, and Milton, its republican Ppatriots ;
for Shakspeare, Dryden, and Pope, its immortal poets ;
and for Addison and Johnson, its moralists ; here he
learned from Wilberforce the principles of political
philanthropy, as well as the patience and persever-
anee to defend them, and studied eloquence by the Jiv-
ing models of Pitt, Fox, Erskine, Burke, and Sheridan.

This, indeed, was a fitting conclusion to a prececious
education by the patriots and philosophers of his own
country, with practical observations in the courts of
Spain and the Netherlands, of the weak but amiable
Louis XVI, and the accomplished, but depraved,
Catharine II.

John Quincy Adams now became fearful that the
duties of manhood would devolve upon him without
his having completed the Decessary academic studies.
He therefore obtained leave to return home in 1785,
at the age of eighteen years, and entered Cambridge
University, at an advanced standing, in 1786. He
graduated in 1788 with deseryed honors.
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duties than “making writs,” and “ haranguing juries,”

and “being happy.”

The American Revolution, which had been brought
to a successful close, had inspired, throughout Europe,
a desire to renovate the institutions of government.
The officers and citizens of France who had mingled
in the contest, had carried home the seeds of freedom,
and had scattered them abroad upon soil quick to re-
cewve them. The flame of Liberty, kindled on the
shores of the Western Continent, was reflected back
upon the Old World. France beheld its beams, and
hailed them as a beacon-light, which should lead the
nations out from the bondage of ages. Inspirited by
the success attending the struggle in the British colo-
nies, the French people, long crushed beneath a grind-
ing despotism, resolved to burst their shackles and
strike for Freedom. It was a noble resolution, but
consummated, alas! amid devastation and the wildest
anarchy. The French Revolution filled the world
with horror. It was the work of a blind giant, urged
to fury by the remembrance of wrongs endured for
generations. . The Altar of Liberty was reared amid
seas of blood, and stained with the gore of innocent
victims.

The measurable failure of this struggle in France,
teaches the necessity of due preparation before a
people can advance to the permanent possession and
enjoyment of their rights. The American colonists
had been trained to rational conceptions of freedom, by
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Jessons of wisdom and sagacity read them by their
Puritan fathers, and by the experience in self-govern-
ment, afforded during a century and a half of enjoy-
ment of a large share of political privileges, granted by
the mother country. They were thus prepared to lay
deep and strong the foundations of an enlightened gov-
ernment, which, equally removed from the extremes of
despotism on the one hand, and anarchy on the other,
and granting its subjects the exercise of their right
to “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness,” shall
endure through ages to come. But the people of
France, shut up in darkness during centuries of mis-
rule, passed at a step from abject servitude to unlim-
ited freedom. They were unprepared for this violent
transition. Their conceptions of liberty were of the
most extravagant description. What wonder that
they became dizzy at their sudden elevation! Wl.mt
wonder that blood flowed in rivers ! —that dissension
and faction rent them asunder—that a fearful anarchy
soon reigned triumphant—or that the confused and
troubled drama closed in the iron rule of a military
conqueror—the Man of Destiny! Let not this lesson
be lost upon the world. Let a people who would
enjoy freedom, learn to merit the boon by the .study- o‘f
its principles, and a preparation to exercise ils privi-
leges, under those salutary restraints which man can
never throw off and be happy!
The odium excited throughout Europe by the ex-
cesses of the French Revolution, was heaped without
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measure upon the American people. They were
charged with the origin of the misrule which con-
vulsed France, and filled the eastern hemisphere with
al?rm: and were tauntingly pointed to the crude the-
ories promulgated by French democracy, and the fail-
ure of their phrenzied efforts to establish an enlightened
and permanent Republic, as conclusive evidence that
self-government, among any people, was a mere Uto-
pian dream, which could never be realized.

The establishment of a republican government in
America, had not been relished by the monarchies of
Europe. They looked upon it with distrust, as a pre-
cedent dangerous to them in the highest degree. The
succor which Louis X VI. had rendered the revolting
colonists, was not from a love of democratic institut-,
tion.s: it was his hope to cripple Great Britain, his
ancu?,nt enemy, and to find some opportunity, perhaps,
to win back his Canadian provinces, which had so re-
cently been rent from his possession. When the
pent-up flames of revolution burst forth at the verx;
doors of the governments of the old world———whe;a
the French throne had been robbed of its king, and
that king of his life—when a Republic had bee:’pro-
claimed in their midst, and signal-notes of freeaom
were ringing in their borders —they became seriously
alvarmed. The growing evil must be checked imme-
d!atel.y. Led on by England, the continental powers
combined to exterminate at a blow, if possible, every
vestige of Republicanism in France. Then commenced

LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 49

the long series of bloody wars, which, with little in-
termission, convulsed Europe for nearly a quarter of a
century, and ceased only when the rock of «St. Helena
received its lonely exile.

In the meantime affairs at home had atiained to a
critical juncture. The Constitution had been adopted.
The new government had been set in operation under
the supervision of Washington, as the first President
of the Republic. The people, influenced by certain
« elective affinities,” had become sundered into two
great political parties—Conservative and Progressive,
or Federal and Democratic. Both were distrustful of
the Constitution. The former believed it too weak to
consolidate a government capable of protecting its
subjects in the peaceful enjoyment of their rights, from
discord within, and attacks from without. The latter
apprehended that it mighteasily be transformed, by some
ambitious Napoleon, into an instrument of oppression,
more fearful even than the limited monarchy from
which they had but recently escaped, at an expense of
<o much blood and treasure. Each of these parties are
entitled to the eredit of equal sincerity and honesty of
purpose.

Washington, with a loftiness of purpose truly char-
acteristic of a great and good mind, refused to identify
himself with either party. In forming his first cabinet,
moved with a desire to heal the dissensions which dis-
tracted the country, he selected its members equally
from the adverse factions. Hamilton and Knox rep-
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resented the Federal party, and Jefferson and Randolph
the opposite. During his entire administration, * the
Father of his country” steadily aimed to keep himself
clear from all party entanglements. He was emphati-
cally the President of the whole people, and not of a
faction. His magnanimous spirit would not stoop to
party favoritism, nor allow him to exercise the power
entrusted him, to promote the interests of any political
cligue. In all his measures his great object was to
advance the welfare of the nation, without regard to
their influence on conflicting parties. In the.\'(; things
he left behind him a pure and noble example, ]‘iCh‘]‘V
worthy the imitation of his successors in that lliﬂ‘;l
station. .
The Revolution in France, and the measures adopted
by the Allied Sovereigns to arrest its progress, excited
the liveliest interest among the people of thé United
States. But their sympathies ran in different channels,
and very naturally took the hue of their party predi-
]i.‘(?-'HOFIS. The Democrats, believing the French Revo-
!;m.nn to be the up-springing of the same principles
which had triumphed here—a lawful attempt of an
oppressed people to secure the exercise of inalienable
rights—although shuddering at the excesses which had
been perpetrated, still felt it to be our own cause, and
insisted that we were in honor and duty hmm-.i to
render all the assistance in our power, (:\'er; to a resort
to arms, if need be. The Federalists, on the other

har rer r i
and, were alarmed at the anarchical tendencies in
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France. They were fearful that law, order. govern-
ment, and society itself, would be utterly and speedily
swept away, unless the revolutionary movement was
arrested. Cherishing these apprehensions, they were
disposed to favor the views of Great Britain and other
European powers, and were anxious that the govern-
ment of the United States should adopt some active
measares to assist in checking what they could not but

view as rapid strides to political and social anarchy.

However the two parties differed as to the measures
proper to be adopted in this crisis, they were united in

the conviction that our government should take some
part as a belligerant, in these European struggles 3 and
exerted each its influence to bring about such an in-
terference as would be in accordance with their con-
flicting views of duty and expediency-

There was residing, at this period, in Boston, a young
and nearly briefless lawyer, whose views on these im-
portant matters differed materially from those enter-
tained by both parties. It was John Quincy Adams.
While he could not countenance the attempts of the
Allied Powers to destroy the French Republic, and re-
establish a monarchy, he was equally far from favoring
the turn which affairs were clearly taking in that un-
happy country- He evidently foresaw the French
Revolution would prove a failure ; and that it was
enge.dering an influence which, unchecked, would be
deeply injurious to American liberty and order. To

counteract this tendency, he published in the Boston
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Centinel, in 1791, a series of articles, signed “ Publicola,”
in which he discussed with great ability, the wild va-
garies engendered among political writers in France,
and which had been caught up by many in our own
country. These articles attracted much attention, both
at home and abroad. They were re-published in Eng:
land, as an answer to several points in Paine’s “ Rights
of Man.” So profound was the political sagacity they
displayed, and so great the familiarity with public
affairs, that they were, by general consent, attributed to
the elder Adams. On this subject, Jobn Adams writes

his wife as follows, from Philadelphia, on the 5th
December, 1793 :—

«The Viscount Noailles called on me. * * * ¥ He seemed very
critical in his inguiries concerning the letters printed as mine in
England. 1 told him candidly that I did not write them, and as
frankly, in confidence, who did. He says they made a great im-
pression upon the people of England ; that he heard Mr. Windham
and Mr. Fox speak of them as the best thing that had been written,

and as.one of the best pieces of reasoning and style they had ever
read.”

The younger Adams, in surveying the condition of the
country at this eritical period, became convinced it
would be a fatal step for the new government to take
sides with either of the great parties in Europe, who
were engaged in the settlement of their difficulties by

the arbitrement of arms. However strongly our sym-
pathies were elicited in behalf of the French Re-
public—however we may have been bound in gratitude

for the assistance rendered us during our Revolution-
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ary struggle, to co-operate with France in her defence
of popular institutions—still, sell‘-preservation is the
first law of nature. Mr. Adams saw, that to throw
ourselves into the melee of European conflicts, would
prostrate the interests of the country, and peril the very
existence of the, government.

These views he gmbodied in 2 series of ;articles,
which he published in the Boston Centinel, in 1793,
under the signature of « Marcellus.” He insisted ‘it
was alike the dictate of duty and policy, that the
United States should remain strictly neutral between
France and her enemies. These papers attracted
general attention throughout the Union, and made a
marked impression on the public mind. They were
read by Washington, with expressions of the highest
satisfaction ; and he made particular inquiries respect-
ing the author.

The position of Mr. Adams on neatrality was new,
and in opposition to the opinions of the great mass of
the country. To him, it is believed, belongs the honor
of first publicly advocating this line of policy, which
afterwards became a settled principle of the American
government. Non-interference with foreign affairs,isa
principle to which the Union has rigidly adhered to the
present hour. In these articles too, Mr. Adams de\’?l-
oped the political creed which governed him through life

in regard to two great principles—union at home, and
independence of all foreign alliances or entanglements
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vation ; and for such benefits of practical experience as occasional
opportunities may throw in the way.”

The following letter from John Adams, at this time
Vice President of the United States, written to his
wife at Quincy, will be interesting, as showing, among
other things, his anxiety that his sons should make
some start in life, which would give promise of future
usefulness. He was far from believing that sons
should repose in idleness on the reputation or wealth

of parents.

« Philadelphia, @ March, 1'193.
« My DEAR,

« Your letter from your sick chamber, if not from your sick bed,
has made me so uneasy, that [ must get away as soon as possible.
Monday morning, at six, I am to set off in the stage; but how
many days it will take to get home, will depend on the roads or the
winds. 1 don’t believe Abby [his daughter,] will go with me. Her
husband [Col. William S. Smith,] is so proud of his wealth, that he
would not let her go, I suppose, without a coach-and-four ; and
such monarchical trampery I will in future have nothing to do with.
I will never travel but by stage, nor live at the seat of government
but at lodgings, while they give me so despicable an allowance.
Shiver my jib and start my planks if I do!

« T will stay but one night in New York. Smith says that my
books are upon the table of every member of the Committee fot
framing a constitution of government for France, except Tom
Paine, and he is so conceited as to disdain to have anything to do
with books. Although I abused Smith a little above, he is very
cleverand agreeable ; but L have been obliged to caution him against *
his disposition to boasting. Tell not of your prosperity, because it
will make two men mad to one glad ; nor of your adversity, for it
will make two men glad to one sad. He boasts too much of having
made his fortune, and placed himself at ease, above all favors of

government. This is a weakness, and betrays too little knowledge
of the world ; too little penetration; too little discretion. I wish,
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however, that my boys had a litfle more of his activity- I must
soon treat them as the pigeons ireat their squabs—push them off
the limb, and make them put out their wings or fall. Young
pigeons will never fly till this is done. Smith has acquired the con-
fidence of the French ministry, and the better sort of the members
of the National Convention. But the Executive is too changeable
in that country to be depended on, without the utmost caution.
« Adieu, adieu, tendrement, J A2

One of the sons of the noble patriot, soon “put out

his wings,” and soared, ultimately, to a pinnacle of
honor and renown attained by few among men. In
the winter of 1793 and 1794, the public mind had be-
come highly excited from the inflammatory appeals in
behalf of France, by Citizen Genet, the French Minis-
ter to the United States. A large portion of the anti-
Federal party took sides with Mr. Genet, against the
neutral position of our Government, and seemed deter-
mined to plunge the Union into the European contest,
in aid of the French Republic. Some idea may be
obtained of the excitement which prevailed at this
time, and of the perilous condition of the country, by
an extract or two from letters of Vice-President John
Adams. In a letter dated Philadelphia, Dec. 5, 17983,
he writes as follows :—

« Tt will require all the address, all the temper, and all the firm-
ness of Congress and the States, to keep this people out of the war ;
or rather, to avoid a declaration of war against us, from some mis-
chievous power or other. It is but litile that I can do, either by the
functions which the Constitntion has entrusted to me, or by my per-
sonal influence 3 but that little shall be industriously employed, un-

il it is put beyond a doubt that it will be fruitless; and then, Ishall
be as ready to meet unavoidable calamities, as any other citizen.”
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Under date of Jan. 9, 1794, he says :—

«The prospects of this country aré gloomy, but the sitnation of
all Europe is calamitous beyond all former examples. At what
time, and in what manner, and by what means, the disasters which
are come, and seem to be coming on mankind, may be averted, I
know not. Our own people have been imprudent, as 1 think, and
are now smarting under the effects of their indiscretion ; but this,
instead of a. consolation, is an aggravation of our misfortune. BMr.
Genet has been abusive on the President [Washington] and all his
ministers, beyond all measure of decency or obligations of truth,
and in other respects, not yet publicly investigated, his conduct has
been such as to make it difficult to know what to do with him.
% % * % % The news of this evening is, that the Queen of France
is no more.* When will savages be satiated with blood? No
prospect of peace in Europe, and therefore none of internal harmony
sin America. We cannot well be in a more disagreeable situation
than we are with all Europe, with all Indians, and with all Barbary
rovers. Nearly one half of the Continent is in constant opposition
to the other, and the President’s sitnation, which is highly respon-
sible, is very distressing.”

It taxed the wisdom and skill of Mr Jefferson, then
Secretary of State, t0 counteract the influence of the
French Minister, and prevent citizens of the United
States from committing overt acts against the Allied
Sovereigns, and embroiling the Union in a foreign war.
In this endeavor he was greatly assisted by the pen of
Mr. J. Q. Adams. This gentleman wrote a series of
essays for the public prints, under the signature of
« Columbus,” reviewing the course of Mr. Genet. In
these articles, he pointed out, with great clearness, the

principles of the law of nations applicable to the situ-

+ Marie Antoinette was beheaded in Paris,on the 16th of October,
1793.
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ation of the country in the neutral line of policy which
had been wisely adopted.

In reference to this topic, John Adams writes his
wife, as follows, under date of Dec. 19, 1793 :—

“The President has considered the conduct of Genet very
nearly in the same light with ¢ Columbus,” and has given him a bolt
of thunder. We shall see how this is supported by the two Houses.
There are who gnash their teeth with rage which they dare not
own as yet. We shall soon see whether we have any government
or not in this country.”

The political writings of the younger Adams had
now brought him prominently before the public. They
attracted the especial attention of Mr. Jefferson, who
saw in them a vastness of comprehension, a maturity
of judgment and critical discrimination, which gave
large promise of future usefulness and eminence. Be-
fore his retirement from the State Department, he com-
mended the youthful statesman to the favorable regard
of President Washington, as one pre-eminently fitted
for public service.

General Washington, although a soldier by profes-
sion, was a lover of peace. His policy during his ad-
ministration of the government, was pre-eminently
pacific. Convinced that, in the infant state of the

2 : s : :
Union, war with a foreign nation could result only in

evil and ruin, he was anxious to cultivate the most
friendly relations with foreign governments, and to
carry out, both in letter and spirit, the strict neutrality
he had proclaimed. To declare and maintain these
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principles abroad, and to form political and commer-
cial relations with European powers, Washington looked
anxiously around for one fitted for a mission so im-
portant. His attention soon became fixed on John
Quincy Adams. He saw in him qualities not only of
deep political sagacity, and views of policy at unity
with his own, but a familiarity with the languages-and
customs of foreign courts, which marked him as one
every way calculated to represent our government with
oredit in the old world. He accordingly, in May, 1794,
appointed Mr. Adams Minister of the United States at
the Hague.

That this prominent appointment was as flattering to
Mzr. Adams as it was unexpected, is naturally true. It
was the more to his credit in consideration of the fact,
that in those days elevation to offices of this importance
was the award of merit and talent, and not the result
of importunity, or the payment of party services. Mr.
Adams was at this time 1 the twenty-seventh year of
his age—a younger man, undoubtedly, than has since
ever been selected by our Government 0 fulfil a trust
so important. But the ability and discretion of the
young diplomatist, and the success which attended his
negotiations in Europe, so creditable to himself and his
country, fully justified the wisdom of Washington in
selecting him for this important duty.

Although the father of Mr. Adams was then Vice
President of the United States, yet it is well known his

appointment on a foreign mission was obtained without




N——

i e P et et i A 1 e Sl S A

62 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

the influence or even the request of his parent. It is
not strictly correct, however, as stated by several bi-
ographers, that he was selected for the mission to Hol-
land without any previous intimation of the President’s
intentions to his father. This is made evident by the
following extract of a letter from John Adams to his
wifes dated Philadelphia, 27th May, 1794, conveying
intelligence which must have made a mother’s heart
swell with honest pride and satisfaction :—

s Tt is proper that I shonld apprize you, that the President has it
in contemplation to send your son to Holland, that you may recol-
lect yourself and prepare for the event. I make this communica-
tion to you in confidence, at the desire of the President, communi-
cated to me yesterday by the Secretary of State. You must keep
it an entire secret until it shall be announced to the public in the
journal of the Senate. But our son must hold himself in readiness
to come to Philadelphia, to converse with the President, Secretary
of State, Secretary of the Treasury, &c., and receive his commis-
sions and instructions, without loss of time. He will go to Provi-
dence in the stage, and thence to New York by water, and thence
to Philadelphia in the stage. He will not set out, however, until
he is informed of his appointment.”

“Your son! is the phrase by which the father
meant to convey his own sense of how large a part the
mother had in training that son; and to enhance the
compliment, 1t is communicated to her at the desire of
President Washington.

CHAPTER IIL.

MR. ADAMS TRANSFERRED TO BERLIN—HIS MARRIAGE—LITE-
RARY PURSUITS—TRAVELS IN SILESIA—NEGOTIATES TREA-
TIES WITH SWEDEN AND PRUSSIA—RECALLED TO THE UNI-

TED STATES.

Mgz. Apawms presented himself at the Hague, as Min-
ister Plenipotentiary of the United States, in the sum-
mer or fall of 1794. Ten years before, he was there
with his father—a lad, attending school—at which time
the father wrote: “ They give him a good character
wherever he has been, and I hope he will make a good
man.” How abundantly that hope was likely to be

fulfilled, the elevated and responsible position occupied

by the son at the expiration of the first ten years after

it was expressed, gave a promising and true iudicationﬁ.

On his arrival in Holland, Mr. Adams found the af-
fairs of that country in great confusion, in consequence
of the French invasion. So difficult was it to prosecute
any permanent measures for the benefit of the United
States, owing to the existing wars and the unsettled
state of things in Europe, that after a few months he
thought seriously of returning home. A report of this
nature having reached President Washington, drew
from him a letter to Vice President John Adams,




