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unquestionably, highly beneficial to the United States.
It convinced all doubters that our government was
abundantly able to resent agoressions, and to maintain.-
its rights against the assaults of any nation on earth.
This reputation has been of great service in protecting
our commerce, and commanding respect for our flag,
throughout the world. But the chief benefit of the

war was the development of our internal resources,

which, after all, form the great fountain of the-wealth,

strength, and permanence of a nation. Deprived by
the embargo, the non-intercourse act, and the ensuing
hostilities, of all foreign importation of goods, the
American people were compelled to supply themselves
by their own industry and ingenuity, with those arti-
cles for which they had always before been dependent
on their transatlantic neighbors. Thus was laid the
foundation of that system of domestic manufactures
which is destined to make the United States the great-
est productive mart among men, and to bring into its

lap the wealth of the world.

CHAPTER V.

MR. ADAMS ARRIVAL AT ST. PETERSBURG—HIS LETTERS TO HIS
S0N ON THE BIBLE—HIS RELIGIOUS DPINIE’.\'S—RUSSIA OF-
FERS MEDIATION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AXD THE URITED
STATES—PROCEEDS TO GHENT TO NEGOTIATE FOR PEACE—
VISITS PARIS—APPOINTED MINISTER AT ST. JAMES—ARRIVES
IN LONDON.

Mz. Apams arrived at St. Petersburg, as Minister
Plenipotentiary from the United States, in the autumn
of 1809. Twenty-eight years before, while a lad of
fourteen, he was at the same place, as private secre-
tary to Mr. Dana, the American Minister. The prom-
ising boy returned to the northern capital a mature
man, ripe in experience, wisdom, patriotism, and pre-
pared to serve his country in the highest walks of
diplomacy. So truly had the far-seeing Washington
prophesied in 1795 .__«T shall be much mistaken, if,
in as short a time as can well be expected, he is not
found at the head of the diplomatic corps, be the
government administered by whomsoever the people
may choose !”

The United States, though but little known in
Russia at that period, was still looked upon with
favor, as a nation destined, in due time, to exert a

-
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great influence upon the affairs of the world. Mr.
Adams was received with marked respect at the Court
of St. Petersburg. His familiarity with the French
and German languages—the former the diplomatic
language of Europe—his literary acquirements, his
perfect knowledge of the political relations of the
civilized world, his plain appearance, and republican
simplicity of manners, in the midst of the gorgeous
embassies of other nations, enabled him to make a
striking and favorable impression on the Emperor
Alexander and his Court. The Emperor, charmed
by his varied qualities, admitted him to terms of per-
sonal intimacy seldom granted to the most favored
individuals.

During his residence in Russia, the death of Judge
Cushing caused a vacancy on the bench of the Su-
preme Court of the United States. President Madison
nominated Mr. Adams to the distinguished office.
The nomination was confirmed by the Senate, but he
declined its acceptance.

A circumstance occurred at this time, which attract-
ed the attention of Mr. Adams. The Russian Minister
of the Interior, then advanced in years, having received
many valuable presents while in office, became troubled

with scruples of conscience, in regard to the disposal
he should make of them. He at length calculated the
value of all his gifts, and paid the sum into the impe-
rial treasury. This transaction made a deep impres-
sion on Mr. Adams, and probably led bim to the
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resolution of never accepting gifts. In order to act
with that freedom of bias which he deemed indispen-
sable to the faithful discharge of public duty, he en-
deavored to avoid, as far as possible, laying himself
under obligations to any man. When a certain book-
seller once sent him an elegant copy of the Scriptures,
he kept the book, but returned its full equivalent in
money.

While sojourning at St. Petersburg, Mr. Adams
wrote a series of lelters to a son at school in Massa-
chusetts, on the value of the Bible, and the importance
of its daily perusal. Since his decease they have been
published in a volume, entitled “Letters of John
Quincy Adams to his son, on the Bible and its teach-
ings.” “Their purpose is the inculcation of a love and
reverence for the Holy Scriptures, and a delight in
their perusal and study. Throughout his 101':1r life
Mr. Adams was himself a daily and devout 1'ez13er of,
the Scriptures, and delighted in comparing and con-
sidering them in the various languages with which he
was familiar, hoping thereby to acquire a nicer and
clearer appreciation of their meaning. The Bible was
emphatically his counsel and monitor through life, and
the fruits of its guidance are seen in the unsullied
character which he bore, through the turbid waters of
political contention, to his final earthly rest. Though
long and fiercely cpposed and contemned in life, ?le
left no man behind him who would wish to fix a stain
on the name he has inscribed so high on the roll of his
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country’s most gifted and illustrious sons. The intrin-
sic value of these letters, their familiar and lucid style,
their profound and comprehensive views, their candid
and reverent spirit, must win for them a large measure
of the public attention and esteem. But, apart from
even this, the testimony so unconsciously borne by
their pure-minded and profoundly learned author, to
the truth and excellence of the Christian faith and
records, will not be lightly regarded. It is no slight
testimonial to the verity and worth of Christianity,
that in all ages since its promulgation, the great mass
of those who have risen to eminence by their profound
wisdom, integrity, and philanthropy, have recognized
and reverenced, in Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of the
living God. To the names of Augustine, Xavier,
Fenelon, Milton, Newton, Locke, Lavater, Howard,
Chateaubriand, and their thousands of compeers in
Christian faith, among the world’s wisest and noblest, it
is not without pride that the American may add, from
among his countrymen, those of such men as W asaiNG-
ton, Jay, Patrick HEnry, and Jorny Quincy Apams.”*

Mr. Adams was a practical Christian. This is
proved by his spotless life, his strict honesty and integ-
rity, his devotion to duty, his faithful obedience to the
dictates of conscience, at whatever sacrifice, his rever-
ence of God, of Christ, his respect for religion and its
institutions, and recognition of its claims and responsi-

+ Preface to “Letters of John Quincy Adams to his Son, on the
Bible and its Teachings.”
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bilities. Although a Unitarian* in his belief of doc-
trines, yet he was no sectarian. In religion, as in
politics, he was independent of parties. He would
become linked to no sect in such manner as to prevent
him from granting his countenance and assistance
wherever he thought proper. He was a frequent
attendant at Presbyterian and Episcopalian churches,
and was liberal in his contributions to these and other
denominations ; it being his great desire to aid in
building up Christianity, and not a sect.

The influence which Mr. Adams had obtained at
St. Petersburg, with the Emperor and his Court, was
turned to the best account. It laid the foundation of
those amicable relations which have ever character-

ized the intercourse of that government with the

United States. To this source, also, is unquestionably
to be attributed the offer, by the Emperor Alexander,
of mediation between Great Britain and the United
States. This offer was accepted by the American
Government, and Mr. Adams, in coummection with

Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard, was appointed by the
President to take charge of the megotiation. The lat-
ter gentlemen joined Mr. Adams at St. Petersburg, in
July, 1818. Conferences were held by the Commis-
sioners with Count Romanzoff, the Chancellor of the
Russian Empire, with a view to open negotiations.
The British Government, however, refused to treat

* Mr. Adams was a member of the Unitarian Church, in Quincy,
Mass., at his death.
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under the mediation of Russia; but proposed at the
same time to meet American Commissioners either at
London or Gottenburg. Messrs. Gallatin and Bayard
withdrew from St. Petersburg in January, 1814, leav-
ing Mr. Adams in the discharge of his duties as resi-
dent Minister.

The proposition of the British Ministry to negotiate
for peace, at London or Gottenburg, was accepted by
the United States. Mr. Adams and Messrs. Bayard,
Clay, Russell, and Gallatin, were appointed Commission-
ers, and directed to proceed to Gottenburg for that pur-
pose. Mr. Adams received his instructions in April,
1814 ; and as soon as preparations for departure could
be made, took passage for Stockholm. After repeated
delays, on account of the difficulties of navigation at
that early season in the northern seas, he arrived at
that city on the 25th of May. Learning there that the
place for the meeting of the Commissioners had been
changed to Ghent, in Belgium, Mr. Adams proceeded
to Gottenburg. From thence he embarked on board
an American sloop-of-war, which had conveyed Messrs.
Clay and Russell from the United States, and landing
at Texel, proceeded immediately to Ghent, where he
arrived on the 24th of June.

In the ensuing negotiation, Mr. Adams was placed
at the head of the American Commissioners. They
were men of unsurpassed talents and skill, in whose
hands neither the welfare nor the honor of the United
States could suffer. In conducting this negotiation,
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they exhibited an ability, a fact, an understanding of
international law, and a knowledge of the best interests
of their country, which attracted the favorable attention
both of Burope and America. Their “ Notes” with
the British Commissioners, exhibited a dignified fism-
ness and manly moderation, with a power of argument,
and force of reasoning, which highly elevated their
reputation, and that of their country, in the estimation
of European statesmen. The Marquis of Wellesley
declared in the British House of Lords, that, “in his
opinion the American Commissioners had shown the
most astonishing superiority over the British, during
the whole of the correspondence.” Their despatches
to the Government at home, describing and explaining
the progress of the negotiation in its several stages,
gave the highest satisfaction to the people of the United
States. It was declared in the public prints, that they
sustained the honor of the Union as ably at Ghent as
the patriotism and bravery of its defenders had been
established by its seamen on the ocean, and its troops
in their battles with « Wellington’s Invincibles.” A
good share of these encomiums of right belongs to Mr.
Adams, who, from his knowledge of foreign affairs,
and experience in diplomacy, as well as acknowledged
talents, took a leading part in the negotiations.

The American commissioners were treated with
marks of highest respect, by the citizens of Ghent, and
the public authorities of that town. On the anniversary
of the Academy of Sciences and Fine Auts, at Ghent,
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they were unanimously elected members of the institu-
tion, and were invited to attend and unite in the exer-
cises of the occasion. An oration on the objects of the
institution was delivered. In the evening, a sumptuous
banquet was served up to a numerous company. After
the removal of the cloth, among the foasts given, was
the following, by the Intendant of Ghent :—

« Our distingnished guests and fellow-members, the American
Ministers May they sncceed in making an honorable peace, to se-
cure the liberty and independence of their country.”

This sentiment was received with immense applause.
The band struck up © Hail Columbia,” and the com-
pany was filled with enthusiasm. It was some minutes
before the tumult sufficiently subsided to admit of a
response. Mr. Adams then arose, and, in behalf of the
American Legation, returned thanks for the very flat-
tering manner in which they had been treated l;y' the
municipality of Ghent, and particularly for the 1.mex-
pected honor conferred upon them by the Academy.
After making some pertinent remarks on the iu';por:zm:f:e
and usefulness of the Fine Arts, he concluded by offer-
ing as a toast—* The Intendant of the city of (;hcnt.”

The British Commissioners were Lord Gambier,
Henry Goulburn, and Wm. Adams. The necotiations
opened dubiously. The demands of the Bri‘l_i.sh Min-
isters were at first of such a character, that it was im-
possible to comply with them, with any regard to the
honor or welfare of the United States. They insisted
that the line separating the United States ‘t'rom the
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Canadas, should run on the southern borders of all the
lakes from Ontario to Superior—that the American
Government should keepnoarmed force on these lakes,
por maintain any military posts on their borders, while
the British should have the privilege of establishing
such posts wherever they thought proper, on the
southern shores of the lakes and connecting rivers, and
maintaining a navy on their waters—that a large part
of the district of Maine should be relinquished and ceded
to England, to permit a direct route of communication
between Halifax and Quebec—that the right of search
should be granted to British ships-of-war—together
with many other terms equally unacceptable.

The letters of the American Commissioners to the
Government at home, in the early stages of the pro-
ceedings, were couched in desponding tones. They
gave it as their opinion that no terms of peace could be
agreed upon. But the demands of the English Pleni-

potentiaries were met in a manper so decided, and
reasons were offered for non-compliance so cogent and

incontrovertible, that they were compelled to recede,
and come to terms of a more reasonable description.
Moreover the British nation was heartily sick of foreign
wars, which plunged the Government into debt, sacri-
ficed the lives of its subjects, crippled their manufac-
tories, and secured them, in fact, nothing! At length,
after a protracted negotiation of six months, articles of
peace were signed by the British and American Com-
missioners, on the 24th of December, 1814.
5*




106 LIFE OF JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.

The announcement of this event, at Ghent, was in a
manner somewhat peculiar. Mr. Todd, one of the
Secretaries of the American Commissioners, and son-in-
law of President Madison, had invited several gentlemen,
Americans and others, to take refreshments with him
on the 24th of December. At noon, after having spent
some time in pleasant conversation, the refreshments
entered, and Mr. Todd said,—“It is 12 o’clock. Well,
gentlemen, I announce to you that peace has been
made and signed between America and England.” In
a few moments, Messrs. Gallatin, Clay, Carroll and
Hughes entered, and confirmed the annunciation.
This intelligence was received with a burst of joy by
all present. The news soon spread through the town,
and gave general satisfaction to the citizens.

At Paris, the intelligence was hailed with acclama-
tions. In the evening the theatres resounded with cries
of “God save the Americans.”

In the United States the news of peace spread with
the speed of the wind. Everywhere it excited the
most lively emotions of joy. Processions, orations,
bonfires, illuminations, attested the gratification of
the people, and showed that, notwithstanding the gen-
eral success which had attended our arms, they viewed
peace as one of the highest blessings a nation can
enjoy.

Recognizing in this important event the hand of a
wise and gracious overruling Providence, the hearts of
a great Christian nation turned in gratitude toward
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God. President Madison issued the following procla-
mation for a day of thanksgiving :—

«The Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States have, by a joint resolution, signified
their desire that a day may be recommended, to be ob-
served by the people of the United States with reli-
gious solemnity, as a day of thanksgiving and of de-
vout acknowledgments to Almighty God, for his great
goodness, manifested in restoring to them the blessings
of peace.

“ No people ought to feel greater obligations to cele-
brate the goodness of the Great Disposer of events,
and of the destiny of nations, than the people of the
United States. His kind providence originally con-
ducted them to one of the best portions of the dwelling-
place allowed for the great family of the human race.
He protected and cherished them under all the difficul-
ties and trials to which they were exposed in their
early days. Under his fostering care, their habits,
their sentiments and their pursuits prepared them for a
transition in due time to a state of independence and
self-government. In the arduous struggle by which it
was attained, they were distinguished by multiplied
tokens of his benign interposition  During the interval
which succeeded, he reared them into the strength,
and endowed them with the resources, which have en-
abled them to assert their national rights, and to en-
hance their national character, in another arduous con-
flict, which is now happily terminated by a peace and
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reconciliation with those who have been our enemies
And to the same Divine Author of every good and per
fect gift we are indebted for all those privileges and
advantages, religious as well as civil, which are so
richly enjoyed in this favored land.

“It is for blessings such as these, and more espe-
cially for the restoration of the blessings of peace, that
[ now recommend that the second Thursday in April
next, be set apart as a day on which the people of every
religious denomination may in their solemn assemblies
unite their hearts and their voices, in a free-will offer-
.ng, to their Heavenly Benefactor, of their homage of
thanksgiving and their songs of praise.”

Before leaving Ghent, the American Commissioners
gave a public dinner to the British Ambassadors, at
which the Intendant of Ghent, and numerous staff offi-
cers of the Hanoverian service, were present. Every-
thing indicated that the most perfect reconciliation had
taken place between the two nations. Lord Gambier
had arisen to give, as the first toast, “ The United
States of North America,” but he was prevented by
the courtesy of Mr. Adams, who gave “ His Majesty,
the King of England”—on which the music struck up
“God save the King.” Lord Gambier gave as the
second toast, “ The United States of North America,”
and the music played “Hail Columbia.” Count H.
Von Sheinhuyer presented as a toast—* The Pacifica-
tors of the States—May their union contribute to the
nappiness of the Department which js confided to my
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government ; and may their Excellencies communicate
to their Governments the lively interest which those
under me take in their reconciliation.” Mr. Adams
and Lord Gambier both begged the Intendant to certify
to the city of Ghent the gratitude of the Ministers, for
the attention which the inhabitants had shown them
during their residence in their midst.

Having concluded their labors at Ghent by signing
the treaty of peace, Mr. Adams, together with Messrs.
Albert Gallatin and Henry Clay, was directed to pro-
ceed to London, for the purpose of entering into nego-
tiations for a treaty of commerce with Great Britain.

Jefore leaving the continent, Mr. Adams visited Paris,
where he witnessed the return of Napoleon from Elbe,
and his meteoric career during the Hundred Days.
Here he was joined in March, 1815, by his family,
after a long and perilous journey from St. Peters-
burg.

On the 25th of May, Mr. Adams arrived in London
and joined Messrs. Gallatin and Clay, who had already
entered upon the preliminaries of the proposed com-
mercial convention with Great Britain. In the mean
time, Mr. Adams had received official notice of his ap-
pointment as Minister to the Court of St. James. On
the 3d of July, 1815, the convention for regulating the
commercial intercourse between the United States and
Great Britain was concluded, and dulysigned. It was
afterwards ratified by both Governments, and has
formed the basis of commerce and trade between the
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two countries, to the present time. At the conclusion
of these negotiations, Messrs. Gallatin and Clay re-
turned to the United States, and Mr. Adams remained
in London, in his eapacity as resident Minister.

Thus had the prediction of Washington been ful-
filled. In *“as short a time as could well be expected,”
John Quincy Adams, as the well-merited reward of
faithful services, had attained to the head of the Diplo-
matic Corps of the United States. His career had
been singularly successful ; and his elevation to the
highest foreign stations received the general approba-
tion of his countrymen. His simple habits, his plain
appearance, his untiring industry, his richly stored
mind, his unbending integrity, his general intercourse
and correspondence with foreign courts and diploma-
tists of the greatest distinction, all tended to elevate, in
a high degree, the American character, in the estima-
tion of European nations.

The impression he made in the most eminent circles
during his residence in London, as a statesman of un-
surpassed general information, and critical knowledge
of the politics of the world, was retained for years
afterwards. Mr. Rush, who was subsequently Minis-

ter to Great Britain, in an account of a dinner party
at Lord Castlereagh’s, notes a corroborating incident :
“At table, I had on my left the Saxon Minister, Baron
Just. * * * * = * He inquired of me for Mr. Adams,
whom he had known well, and of whom he spoke
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highly. He said that he knew the politics of all Eu-
rope.”*

“It was while Mr. Adams was Minister of the
United States in London, that it was my personal
good fortune to be admitted to his intimacy and friend-
ship. Being then in London on private business, and
having some previous acquaintance with Mr. Adams,
I found in his house an ever kind welcome, and in his
intercourse and conversation unfailing attraction and
improvement. Accustomed as he had been from ear-
liest youth to the society of the most eminent persons
in Europe, alike in station and in ability, Mr. Adams
never lost the entire simplicity of his own habits and
character. Under an exterior of, at times, almost
repulsive coldness, dwelt a heart as warm, sympathies
as quick, and affections as overflowing, as ever ani-
mated any bosom. His tastes, too, were all refined.
Literature and art were familiar and dear to him, and
hence it was that his society was at once so agreeable
and so improving. At his hospitable board, I have
listened to disquisitions from his lips on poetry, espe-
cially the dramas of Shakspeare, music, painting, sculp-
ture—of rare excellence, and untiring interest. The
extent of his knowledge, indeed, and its accuracy, in
all branches, were not less remarkable than the com-
plete command which he appeared to possess over all
his varied stores of learning and information. A
critical scholar, alike in the dead languages, in French,

* Rush'’s Residence at the Court of London.
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in German, in Italian, not less than in English—he
could draw at will from the wealth of all these tongues
to illustrate any particular topic, or to explain any
apparent difficulty. There was no literary work of
merit in any of these languages, of which he could not
render a satisfactory account ; there was no fine paint-
ing or statue, of which he did not know the details
and the history; there was not even an opera, or a
celebrated musical composer, of which or of whom he
could not point out the distinguishing merits and the
chief compositions. Yet he was a hard-working, assid-
uous man of business, in his particular vocation, and a
more regular, punctual, comprehensive, voluminous
diplomatic correspondence than his no country .can
probably boast of ; and it is thought the more neces-
sary to note this fact, because sometimes an opinion
prevails that graver pursuits must necessarily exclude
attention to what used to be called the “humanities”
of education—those ornamental and graceful acquire-
ments, which, as Mr. Adams well proved, not only
are not inconsistent with, but greatly adorn, the
weightier matters of the law and of diplomacy. I
could dwell with much satisfaction upon the memory

and incidents of the days to which I am now adverting,

but am admonished, by the length to which these re-
marks have already extended, that I may not loiter.”*

* Eulogy on John Quincy Adams, by Charles King.

CHAPTER VI

MR. ADAMS APPOINTED SECRETARY OF STATE—ARRIVES IN
THE UNITED STATES—PUBLIC DINNERS IN NEW YORK AND
BOSTON—TAEKES UP HIS RESIDENCE IN WASHINGTON—DE-
FENDS GEN. JACKSON IN THE FLORIDA INVASION—RECOG-
NITION OF SOUTH AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE—GREEK REV-
OLUTION.

James Mapison, after serving his country eight
years. as President, in a most perilous period of its
history, retired to private life, followed by the respect
and gratitude of the people of the United States. He
was succeeded by James Monroe, who was inaugurated
on the 4th of March, 1817.

Mr. Monroe was a politician of great moderation.
It was his desire, on entering the presidency, to heal
the unhappy dissensions which had distracted the
country from the commencement of its government,
and conciliate and unite the conflicting political parties.
In forming his cabinet, he consulted eminent individ-
uals of different parties, in various seclions of the
Union, expressing these views. Among others, he ad-
dressed Gen. Jackson, who, on account of his success-
ful military career, was then rising rapidly into public
notice. In his reply the general remarked :




