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PRESIDENT LINCOLN AND FAMILY
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A MAN OF HONOR AND INTEGRITY. 49

the highest office in the Republic. He was the chairman of the
convention. When Ohio was reached on the first ballot for
President the leader of the delegation announced its full vote for
William McKinley. This was the signal for an outburst of
applause from floor and gallery,sas spontanieous as it was voeif-
erous. Hurried consultations were held by many State dele-
gations, and amid the cheers and applause which still continued
one leader after another arose to the change of his State to
McKinley. The Major, evidently decply affected by the demon-
stration, but firm and composed, rose in his place and said :—

“I challenge the vote of Ohio.”

DETERMINED TO VOTE FOR HIM. :

“Tke gentleman is not a member of the delegation at pres-
ent,” said Governor Foraker, who was chairman of the Ohio rep-
resentatives.

“I am a delegate from that State,” cried McKinley, in tones
that could be heard above the confusion and uproar, “and I
demand that my vote be counted.”

“Your alternate voted for you,” Governor Foraker per-
sisted.

The vote of the delegation was polled nevertheless, and the
solitary vote which was cast for Harrison, was Major McKinley’s.
Harrison was nominated, and Chairman McKinley, calling
Colonel Elliott F. Shepard to the chair, moved to make the nomi-
nation unanimous.

“ Your turn will come in ’96,” shouted one of the 182 dele-
gates, who, despite his protest, voted for him in that convention.
This prophecy was fulfilled.

Two things commended Mr. McKinley mightly to the aver-
age man—he could fight and he loved his wife. While these at
first thought seem to be virtues common enough, yet he who has
them has not far to go to make him a man complete. He also
loved children with the pathetic love of the man whose name will
iive only in history, for the two children of his early married life

died, and his wife was a confirmed invalid.
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