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bits of innocent, but especially valuable, conversation thrown in
now and then, but rather a tendency to silence, all thoughts bent
on St. Louis and every ear lisfening to the telegraph tick.

“The pews came minute by minute. Eyery stage of the
St. Louis pageant was made glear. We heard the fight over the
platform, retirement of the silver men, and finally the order tg
call the roll of the States. We hear of the speeches. Lodge is
now on his feet. Depew has taken the floor for Morton. He has
called the receding silver delegates erring sisters, at which there
is a smile over the room. Allison has been presented, and then
Foraker comes, bringing with him the MeKinley crash. Sgome
of us walked over to the telephone and heard the roar of the
multitude hundreds of miles away, the naise, the shoufing, the
music and the singing of the sgngs.

PROLONGED ENTHUSIASM.

“‘Sam’ at the telephone was rather impatient over this
enthusiagsm—his one affair that the convention should gominate

McKinley. The tedinm was hroken by ripples of talk, pemem-
brances of famous scenes in other gonwventions, when Lincoln
defeated Seward, the tremendous struggle between Blaine and
Grant and the similar inecidents in Minneapolis. It was remem-
hered that the usual duration of these convention blizzards was
ahout half an hour, and watches were taken out to nofe how long
the hurly-burly would last.

“There is an end to everything, even a convention blizzard,
and in time we heard, with a sigh of religf, that the storm had
gone down, and that the States were to he called.

“’Phere were pauses when some of the votes were challenged,
but little conversation. I asked the Governor during the pause
when New Vork was being called whether yotes thus far had
reached his estimate. ¢ Rather exceeds it,” he answered, when one
of the company whq had been keeping the tally yentured the pre-
diction that when the wotes of Ohio were reached there would be
votes sufficient to nominate the Governor. Another dwelt upon
the paetic fitness of the nomination being made by McKinley’s
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own State. There were observations arising qut of the incident,
but the Governor said nothing, looking over the list and awaiting
the announcement that the ballot was proceeding. Finally Ohio
cast her forty-six yotes, Pennsylyania following, and it was done.

“’There was just a faint touch of color on the face of McKin-
ley as some friends spoke a word of congratulation tg him on this
the mament of his career. He talked of some personal maiters of
minor import ; shpwed np emotion and expressed no feeling, buf;
when Pennsylvania was passed calmly togk np his convenrtion
form angd continued to note the vote.

“But in the meantime the gun was fired, the hells were ring
and Canfon knew that the bolt had at last come qut of the heavens,
and all of the town turned out. S I cagme from the Gayernor's
house. The streets swarmed with people—men, women, children,
all rushing in a double-quick to the McKinley hame, everyhody
smiling and many cheeying. The crowd was so large that it was
necessary to walk in the street.

FLAGS, PRUMS AND LOUD CHEERS.

¢ Steam whistles were blowing, the hopuses blossomed with
flags, drums were beating, every breast bloomed with a McKinley
favor, the stores were closed, clubs began to march, the members
shouting and crying ‘ McKinley comes. Itis a beautiful sum-
mer night as I write, and the tawn is in revelpy, cannon firing,
fireworks, horns blowing, the air filled with smoke and noise.
Canton will long remember this day. St. Louis has crowned her
eminent citizen a czar, and enthusiasm in every form, question-
ahle or otherwise, rules the hour.”

In commenting on the death of the President, a prominent
newspaper supplies us with the following very appreciative estis
mate of his character:

« Life’s work well done;
Life's race well fun;
Lifels crown well won ;

Now comes rest,

¢ Roth the expested and the unespected have happengd. Thg
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egpectation of recovery was born of our hope, of the almost cer-
tainty t.hat so dire a calamity could not blight a period of such
prosperity. And yet when that shot was fired, which was ‘heard
1]230111’1'%1 the Wozld,’ the whole nation trembled for the safety of its
resident, and the heartbeats of cople W e i
sobs of unrestrained sorrow. o s
' “Mr. McKinley in his official capacity represented more that
is dear to human progress than any other personage or any
potentate on the planet. He, morever, illustrated in his own
career the grandeur of those multiform and inspiring opportu-
nities which the genius of our government offers to ezz'ery child
cradled within the limits of our domain. His early poverty did
not stand in the way of his later preferment. He éxpanded the
circle of his narrow circumstances by the faithful performance of
every duty that fell to his lot, until at last it embraced the good
will and confidence of a whole people, who gladly thrust upon
h_im the high honors and responsibilities of their Chief Execu-
Pwe. Whether as a school teacher in his youth, or as a private
in the Civil War, where he won promotion by earnest fidelity as
well as by deeds of daring, or later on in the Governor's chair or
on the floor of Congress, he showed the qualities which men first
learn to envy and then to admire.

TRUE TO GOD AND COUNTRY. w

“He had but one rule, to be true to his God, his country and
his own ideal of a noble character, and if as a consequence he won
renown it was because he deserved it. We may have differed
with him as to his political theories, we may have thrown the
whole strength of logic and argument into the opposition, but at
this moment, when death has opened the door across whose
mysterious threshold he has passed into eternity and into history
we think of him not as a partisan but as a man, and gladly givé
the meed of praise which is his due.

“There is no politics in the chamber wherein rests the bier.
When death has made good its claim on mortality we are in no
mood to speak of aught else than the character, the motives, the
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virtues of the departed, and under this impulse the whole
American people bow their heads in the presence of a mational
bereavement.

«Mr. McKinley was a hard and successful fighter for his
party, a brave soldier when volunteers were sought for a dangerous
expedition, a most intrepid debater when his personal convictions
were involved, and so honorable that on at least two occasions,
when the nomination for the Presidency was within easy reach,
he turned the tide from himself in favor of the candidate to whom
he had pledged his personal influence. T'hat he had the ambition
of office is not to be denied, but that he would not accept office
anless he could do so with an unsullied conscience is a fact of
which his friends and the whole nation may well be proud, while
his political opponents and rivals admire the fidelity which it is
hard to imitate.

CHARACTER BUILT ON PRINCIPLE.

«Mr. McKinley has shown by his life that there are but few
things which last—a character which is built on moral principle,

an ambition which seeks the good of the country and a religion

which can rob the passage from the present to the future of all

regrets.”

The day following Mr. McKinley's death, another journal
paid him this well-merited tribute :

“« Eyen as a wave of astonishment accompanied the tide of
hotror that was spread over the land by the assassin’s blow at the
life of the President, so there 1s now a shock of surprise mingled
with the grief which bows the American people. The news from
the stricken Chief Magistrate's bedside from almost the first had

been so steadily encouraging, that fear of a fatal result was all but

banished. Dread gave place not merely to hope, but to nearly
perfect confidence in his recovery.

«The doctors were unanimous in signing the cheerful re-
ports issued up to midnight on Thursday, and relatives and
personal friends, who were kept privately informed of the condi-
tions, exceeded the official bulletins in their assurances to the
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ptiblic that the Presidefit woild live: The reptiblic was prepaf-
ihg fot a Heartfelt thangksgiviig such as has not oceurred sinca
Lee surrendered at Appomatox. The suddenness of the blow
tidkes it all the hirder to bear: Rejoicing has been so swiftly
tutred into ihouriiitig that the tevilsion of feeling stuns the
hatioh.

“He is gone, and for the people; whose freely chosen chief
servatit hie tvas, there feitialiis iti this hout otily grief that cannot
be given expressioh with tenigué or pen, sitice latiguage fails; in
the preserice of a tragedy so eatiseless, so pathetie, so hideous:
Blamheless in his private life; a man so kindly, so tichly endowed
with the capacity for inspiring friendship, so filled with good will
toward othiets thdat even his pelitiedl eppotients responded with
good will ih theif turn—a Warin-heafted; eordial, Christian gentle-
man, William McKinley was without personal enesiies, and it
seemed unthinkabie that even madness itself could wish him
harm.

MISEREANT OR MANIAC?

“Yet i1 the flower of his tisefiilness this good nian has been
cut down by ad assdssih. The wietch does not plead what is
tifidetstood in Aihetica 48 a pélitical thotives The President's
policies had critics in plenty, fellow-countrymen of the party in
aitagonisih to hid, ahd not a few il his own party: But the
miscreant or maniac who took hi§ life pretends to no sympathy
with the views of tHese etities: Though his victim waS the
elected Chief Magistrate of 4 Self:governing republicy limited in
his power by the Constitution and the laws, and the supreme
antithesis of a hereditary 4nd abselute mohateh, the aSkassin
selected him 4s the représentative of despotisti.

“It would be a satisfactioti hdd this cfeatute cote to us from
soifie temoté 4nd poisofious quarter of darkest Europe, wihere
anarchy is bred by tyranny, but we have to face the strange and
Hiutilliating fadt that He was befit afid reared adiong ourselves,
though his mihd, whetlier it be satie of diseased, i5 as little
Ametican in its workings as if He had sever wandered beyond
the confies of a Polish comiiune. The assassin is himself as
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unexpected, as amazing, as his act was horrible and astounding.
But such as the wretch is—debased, abnormal, petty and gro-
tesque—it was in his power to slaughter greatness and wrap a
nation in black. For a crime so tremendous human law has no
enalty that does mot impress with its immeasurable inadeguacy.
« While his countrymen stand about the bier of the murdered
President sorrow’s must be the one vaice heard. The President
has fallen, but the republic is unharmed. The tasks left unfin-
jshed by William McKinley will be taken up by the hands of
him whom the laws, equal to every emergency of State, appoiut
to fill the place so awfully, so bloodily made vacant. Aml'd the
nation's grief, amid the tears for the man and the Magistrate
taken from us by so foul and unnatural a crime, there comes to
every American out of the past the voice of auother_mctlm of an
assassin's bullet, who, when men were turned distraught by
1incoln's death, cried to them:

#iGod reigns, and the government at Washington still livesl'”




