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PREFACE. 

H E news of t h e a p p a l l i n g t r a g e d y t h a t ended t h e 
l i fe of ou r beloved P re s iden t was received with pro-
found ho r ro r and ind igna t ion t h r o u g h o u t t h e civ-
ilized world. I t was i n s t a n t l y followed with a g rea t 
o u t b r e a k of popu la r wra th and execra t ion . N o 

Amer ican S t a t e s m a n or P res iden t ever filled t h e h e a r t s of the 
people more f u l l y t h a n h e did. 

T h e m a r t y r d o m of L inco ln and Garfield won for t h e m a pecu-
l iar venera t ion and t he i r n a m e s a re now consecrated in t h e m e m o r y 
of t he i r c o u n t r y m e n . Pres iden t M c K i n l e y ga ined t h e h ighes t 
place in publ ic esteem, admira t ion and love, and h i s n a m e and 
m e m o r y are doubly consecra ted b y h i s u n t i m e l y death . 

Br i l l iant as a S t a t e s m a n and wise as a ru le r , Pres ident 
M c K i n l e y was more t h a n this . H e was loved for h i s warm and 
generous na tu re . H i s pa t r io t i sm was so broad a n d bold t h a t it 
won t h e app lause of h i s political opponents . E v e n t h e y believed 
in t h e m a n . T h e y honored h i s opinions a n d h i s h o n e s t y even 
t h o u g h t h e y differed f rom h im. H e was followed wi th the de-
votion a n d e n t h u s i a s m of t h e a r m y t h a t bore t h e eag le of F rance 
when Napoleon marched to h i s world-renowned victories. A s t h e 
m i g h t y ocean is s t i r red by t h e res is t less cyclone, so t h e h e a r t s of 
the Amer ican people h a v e been moved b y t h e i n f a m o u s cr ime t h a t 
laid our t h i r d m a r t y r e d P res iden t in t h e grave. 

T h e comple te and g raph ic s tory of P re s iden t M c K i n l e y ' s 
marve lous career i s wr i t t en in t h i s vo lume. H i s l i fe and publ ic 
services a re a p a r t of o u r c o u n t r y ' s mos t t h r i l l i n g h is tory , and 
these a re v iv id ly deta i led in t h i s w o r k which is wor thy of i ts 
i l lus t r ious sub jec t . N o g r a n d e r record of dazz l ing ach ievements 
can be placed u n d e r t h e n a m e of a n y m a n of modern t imes. N o t 
mere ly in intel lect , e loquence and far -seeing s t a t e smansh ip—not 
mere ly a s a g rea t political l eader a n d advocate of ou r nat ional 
indus t r ies , wel fare and g rea t prosper i ty , b u t as a m a n of noble 



vi r tues and exalted character, Pres ident McKinley stood npon t he 
highest pedestal. H e fell from the very pinnacle of h u m a n fame. 

F r o m his boyhood to h is ent rance into t h e army, from his 
noble s tand for h is count ry to t he close of t he Civil W a r , f rom 
h i s obscure beg inn ing as a public man to the g r and successes 
that pointed to h im as a fit representat ive of h is State in Con-
gress, from his pfoud t r i u m p h s under the dome of our Nat ional 
Capitol to the Governorship of h is State, and Presidency of the 
Uni ted States, t he reader follows h im with ever-increasing interes t 
and admirat ion. 

H e was t he mas ter s ta tesman of h is age, t he magne t ic leader 
and ga l lan t defender of American r ights , the idol of h is nation, 
unsurpassed in eloquence, invincible in debate—the man who 
was greater t han any par ty and who will r ank in h is tory with 
Washing ton , Lincoln, Gran t and Garfield. T h i s memorial volume 
contains t he complete and fasc ina t ing story of h is l ife and depicts 
in glowing colors h is marvelous career. 

I n Congress he was considered an au thor i ty on every 
subject upon which he expressed an opinion. Clear in h is g r a sp 
of publ ic questions, e loquent in advocating the principles he pro-
fessed, considerate and lenient toward h i s opponents, affable in 
all h is intercourse with others, and mani fes t ing a lways a certain 
dignity, s t r e n g t h and sinceri ty t ha t impressed all who knew him, 
h e was for yea r s one of t he most conspicuous figures in t he ha l l s 
of Congress. Fo r W i l l i a m McKin ley to become Pres ident of t he 
Uni ted Sta tes was on ly a na tu ra l s tep from the commanding 
position lie had gained. 

T h e story of Pres ident McKin ley ' s l ife is much l ike t ha t of 
near ly all our renowned s ta tesmen and rulers . H e was born in 
h u m b l e life. H e had t h a t contact with Mother E a r t h which 
falls to the lot of the fa rmer ' s son. Whi l e h i s advantages for edu-
cation were not the best, he made such di l igent use of h is t ime and 
opportunit ies t h a t h e became dis t inguished as a scholar, and espe-
cially as a s tuden t of political economy. H e is an admirable 
example for y o u n g men. Let them emula te his diligence, h is 
lawful ambition, h is devotion to duty, and en thus ia sm as a worker. 

mmm 

INTRODUCTION. 
BY 

H O N . J A M E S R A N K I N Y O U N G , 
M e m b e r of Congress and Late C l e rk of the Un i ted States Senate. 

Probably the re is no one fact in t he h is tory of t he Republic , 
of which Amer icans are prouder than t ha t all the i r Pres idents 
were exceptionally good m e n — m e n who filled the great office with 
credit to themselves and honor to the Nat ion. T h e y were espe-
cially noted for thei r earnes t love of country , the i r rigid in tegr i ty 
and t he s implici ty of the i r lives. 

Simplic i ty was the ru l ing point in view when our fa thers 
founded the Government , and the Pres idents , in the performance 
of the i r duties, never seemed to have lost s igh t of the fact. Sim-
plicity is known to be the leading character is t ic of all great men, 
probably it would be bet ter to say men who combine tha t which 
is good with t ha t which is great . W e saw it as a sh in ing m a r k 
in Wash ing ton ; it was the r u l i n g spir i t with Jefferson, it made 
Jackson more famous t h a n did h is deeds of heroism and aggres-
siveness, it was personified in Lincoln and Gran t , bu t with no 
desire to retract f rom the others, I am free to say tha t the perfect 
model of s implici ty was fou^d in McKinley . 

It was h i s life and staff. It permeated every fibre of h is 
make up. I t came with him at h is bir th . I t c l u n g to him 
th rough l ife—as the youth at school, as t he soldier in t he field, in 
his profession as a lawyer, as the servant of the public in t he 
t rus ted positions in which they placed him. You had but to look 
at the benign expression ever present in h is countenance to see 
tha t gent leness of na tu r e was h is leading characterist ic. 

Probably no bet ter idea of j u s t wha t the character of man our 
late Pres ident was can be found than in what was said of h im 
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by m y brother, t he late J o h n Russe l l Young , who was h i s cons tant 
companion in his home at Canton, d u r i n g t he week when the 
Republ ican Nat iona l Convention was held at St . Louis, June, 1896. 

" W h i l e , " says Mr. Young , wr i t ing from a table ad jo in ing 
tha t occupied by Mr. McKin ley , " t h e Major , " as the late Presi-
dent was then called, " is in touch with whatever is go ing on in 
St . Louis , and as much in command of h is forces in a t tendance at 
the Convention there, as Napoleon when he saw the g r a y morn ing 
skies b r igh ten over t he f ros ty p la ins of Auster l i tz , there is in 
what he says a spir i t of generosi ty and magnan imi ty . H e r e is a 
gen t l eman wi th opinions, and by no means reserved in the i r 
expression, r u n n i n g over men, events, happenings , possibili t ies, 
and ever j u s t and t rue. 

" H e s tates a case or an es t imate of a man, not as you would 
l ike i t to be, but as i t is, seeking a lways to find t he best side and 
exhibi t that . T h e r e is no th rowing a m a n over a precipice with 
a phrase as Conk l ing would have done, nor some wi ther ing ques-
tion of invective as so of ten fell f rom the l ips of Blaine, but r a the r 
Uncle Toby ' s way, t ha t t he world is b ig enough for us all, and let 
us ad ju s t ourselves wi thout jos t l ing . Behind th i s you have a 
grani te wall of pa r ty s ta lwart ism, reverence, a reverence for t he 
Union, adoration for the m e n who saved the Union . " 

Con t inu ing Mr. Y o u n g says :—"Because of t he doings in t he 
St. Louis Convention Canton l ives i n a s ta te of uneasy hope and 
expectation. Mr. McKin ley is apparen t ly t he only placid m a n in 
town. H e takes the concentrat ion of the eyes of t he world upon 
h i m with ent i re composure. H e has been unde r fire before, has 
ridden by the side of Sher idan and Hancock in t he great war, and 
is not to be dis turbed b y a mere political cannonade. You find 
h im at the t ra ins g ree t ing f r iends with words of welcome or fare-
well, or j o g g i n g about t he town or dr iv ing over shaded lanes and 
poin t ing out to some companions the growth and beauty of Canton, 
or t he centre of a g roup of political par t ies who have come to adore 
the r i s ing sun. 

" W h a t t h e y see is a resolute, quiet , courteous, k ind ly man, 
with sun beaming eyes, t h o u g h t f u l , considerate. I t h a s been m y 

privilege to ride with h im and learn all t h a t is involved in h is 
beloved Canton, to sit with h im on his spacious piazza and look out 
upon the calm hushed town while we ta lked of men and events ." 

S p e a k i n g f u r t h e r on Mr. Y o u n g makes al lusion to the beau-
t i fu l homelife of Mr. McKinley and his dear ly beloved wife. " T h e 
McKin ley homestead ," he says, " i s an ideal American home, as 
i ts mas te r is an ideal Amer ican citizen. Tas te , comfort, good 
books, a t t ract ive decorations, the touch of the woman 's hand every-
where, for how could there have been an E d e n unless Eve had 
made it so. An a tmosphere of gen t leness and repose. I n spite 
of the exci tement because of t he doings a t the convention—nobody 
seemed to be in a h u r r y ; not even Governor McKin ley , who, with 
his shoulders th rown agains t h is easy chair , t a lks and l i s t e n s -
l is tens r a the r t h a n ta lks—his fine eyes beaming t h r o u g h the 
smoke of a cigar. T h e stillest, cosiest, sunn ies t place in the world, 
the very birds p ick ing c rumbs on the window ledge, as if in a doze, 
yet the hear t of a great nation bea t ing and th robb ing towards th is 
modest home in Canton. 

" As the news comes over the wires from the convention Mr. 
McKin ley si ts in h is modest home—the por t ra i ts of Wash ing ton , 
Lincoln and G r a n t above h im—and goes from pile to pile of cor-
respondence as t h o u g h the t h e m e of h is le t ters were orders for 
iron or snuff and not a diadem r icher t h a n ever rested upon an 
imperial brow—a thorough ly self-contained man, who says pre-
cisely what he means to s a y ; never t aken at a disadvantage, 
eminen t ly serious, whe ther l i s ten ing or t a l k i n g h is mind upon the 
one t h i n g t h a t concerns h im. You divine in h im a capacity for 
doing business, of hea r ing what has to be said and closing the 
conversation. W h e n all t ha t is usefu l has been said, wit, humor , 
imaginat ion are not apparen t quali t ies. T h i s m a n has someth ing 
to do and m u s t do it. 

" You see in him a man of patience and courtesy. I f you are 
not answered as to your wants you car ry away the impress ion t ha t 
he is more grieved over y o u r d i sappoin tment t h a u you could 
possibly be. T h i s is some th ing l ike H e n r y Clay. H e has a 
quiet, prompt, narra t ive faculty. W e ta lked m u c h of the war 
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days of Lincoln, Gran t and Sher idan, and he was a lways luminous, 
and lucid, every detail coming out as though it were an etching. 
H e had served wi th Sher idan , was in fact the first officer Sheri-
dan addressed when h e came upon h i s beaten command, hav ing 
ridden t ha t immorta l twen ty miles, and in all h i s references to 
Sher idan and Crook and o ther famous capta ins the re was a beauti-
ful spir i t of loyal ty which noted t he comradeship of t he d r u m and 
the bivouac. Mr. M c K i n l e y impresses you as one who knows 
his mind—who would have a host of f r iends bu t few of wha t t he 
world calls chums . 

" I noted t ha t h is es t imates of publ ic men—and few escaped 
the sc ru t iny of a long conversat ion—were invar iab ly academic and 
impar t ia l—without censure, cri t icism or feeling. Lincoln, S tanton, 
Blaine, Grant , Garfield, A r t h u r , R a n d a l l were l ike so m a n y photo-
graphs , and carefu l ly s tudied and reveren t ly pu t aside. Fo r no 
one had he an u n k i n d word. H i s r u l i n g facu l ty is jus t ice , wide 
embrac ing jus t ice , tempered with k indness . 

" I have to say t h a t when t he character of Mr. McKin ley 
shall have been submi t ted to the political au topsy inseparable 
from the political canvass, an examina t ion imposed some th ing 
l ike a masonic r i tual , upon every candidate for the exal ted posi-
tion of President , the re is n o t h i n g in Mr. McKin ley tha t may not 
be called genu ine and t rue . " 

H e came from Scotch ancest ry , or r a the r Scotch- I r i sh , l ike 
Jackson, Buchanan and A r t h u r , H i s ancestors had a Pennsy l -
vania n u r t u r e l ike those of Blaine, Lincoln and Gran t . McKin ley ' s 
fa ther was a Pennsy lvan ian ; h is mother an Allison, a n a m e dear 
to those who recall and love t he names of t he Scott ish Covenant . 
H e became a Methodist l ike so m a n y Covenanters , of amiable mood, 
who sett led in t he Wes t , and was of course an Abolit ionist 
nour i shed on the corn of Garr ison, S u m n e r and Wendel l Phi l l ips . 
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A C R O W D E D public reception in t he T e m p l e of Music at the 
P a n - A m e r i c a n Exposi t ion at Buffalo. Pres iden t McKin ley 

shak ing h a n d s wi th t he th rong . Sudden ly t he s h a r p crack of a 
pistol shot, repeated in an ins tan t . T h e Pres ident twice wounded 
by a desperate assassin. Horror , commotion and indignat ion on 
every side. 

Such is t he short and appa l l ing s tory of t ha t fatal F r iday 
afternoon, t he s ix th of September , 1901. O u r honored President , 
who held so s t rong a place in t he hea r t s of t he whole American 
people was s t r icken by t he das ta rd ly hand of a coward aud mur-
derer. T h e shot was winged with death. 

H e was in the apparen t e u j o j ' m e n t of hea l th , honor and every 
token of happiness . H e was applauded by t he vas t t h r o n g t ha t 
crowded a round h im at t he Exposi t ion Grounds . I n the twink l ing 
of an eye a g h a s t l y change came over t he whole scene. Men were 
petrified b y t he in famous deed ; o thers were maddened to desper-
ation. W e shal l re la te t he s tory of Mr. McKin ley ' s life, with t he 
earnes t endeavor to make these pages wor thy of t he i l lus t r ious 
President , whose t ragic death has s t i r red t he hea r t s of t he whole 
Amer ican people to the i r lowest depths. 

Seldom in the public l ife of the s ta tesmen of th is republ ic 
has t he wisdom of per t inacious, cont inuous applicat ion to one 
broad i ssue of nat ional policy as a road to h ighes t p re fe rment 
been so completely approved as in t he career of Pres iden t 
Wi l l i am McKinley . Twice h is conspicuous championsh ip of 
protection and home marke t s for American workmen almost 
s tampeded conventions to h is nomination, »vh^n acceptance 
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would have been violative of the h i g h s tand, and of personal 
honor, which has marked h i s publ ic and pr ivate life. 

Quiet , dignified, modest, considerate of others, ever ready to 
postpone his own ambi t ions in favor of those of ve terans of 
longer service, f a i t h f u l to f r iends , unwave r ing m integri ty , tac t fu l 
in s i lencing opposition, b u t uny ie ld ing in mat te r s of principle, 
s t rong in h i s s y m p a t h y with the toilers, unchanged by success, 
abounding in hope unde r defeat , of unspot ted private life, he 
won his way to t he top as one of t he best examples of courageous, 
persevering, vigorous manhood t ha t the na t ion h a s ever produced. 

IN T O U C H W I T H P L A I N P E O P L E . 

More t h a n a n y other who h a s reached his proud pre-
eminence, save only A b r a h a m Lincoln, h is touch was closest with 
those " pla in p e o p l e " upon whom t h e mar ty red Lincoln relied 
wi th such unhes i t a t i ng confidence. W h i l e ye t a y o u t h he 
marched in t he ranks , a pr ivate soldier, and saw four years of 
the bloody s t rugg le which made t h e count ry all free. I n pover ty 
he wrought to acquire h i s profession. T h e s e years of self-denial 
b rough t with t h e m the self-reliance and self-control which 
resul ted in h is leadersh ip on t he floor of Congress at an age when 
no other Amer ican , save H e n r y Clay, had ever achieved s imilar 

prominence. . 
H e bore h i s pa r t in grea t debates in a m a n n e r quiet , sell-

possessed and dignified. H i s incisive logic, caust ic r a i l l e y at 
antagonis ts , and sarcast ic comments on t he shor tcomings of h i s 
own par ty , gave h i m a mas te ry in debate which won t he admira-
t ion even of those who opposed h im. Mr. McKin ley ' s personal i ty 
l ike h i s career was the f ru i t of a pecul iar ly logical and system-
atic character. W h e r e o thers knew superficial ly h e knew 
thoroughly . T h i s t ho roughness and ski l l in h a n d l i n g a s lender 
ma jo r i ty of twenty-two enabled h i m to pass t ha t tariff bill which 
bears h is name, which found less favor when enacted t h a n it 
has enjoyed since i ts revision. H e a f te rward stood as the em-
bodiment and apostle of t h a t principle. 

I t is not easy a lways to analyze t he causes of a popular 

favorite 's hold upon t h e masses. H i g h principle, personal mag-
netism, ga l l an t ry , boldness even to rashness , g rea t ski l l in debate 
or abil i ty as a p la t form orator—all these m a y in tu rn be cited as 
reasons why a m a n should be l iked or respected. But to awake 
the love and warmes t admira t ion of a people requi re qual i t ies 
which well n igh defy analysis . I t has been Mr. McKin ley ' s good 
fortune to be able to offer a very la rge class of h is fellow-citizens 
just what t h e y seemed to need. 

H e aroused and at t racted the i r sympathies , and th i s tre-
mendous logical fact is what b r o u g h t about t he overwhelming 
ground-swell which swept o ther a sp i ran t s off the i r feet, and 
landed h im an easy winner over men of l a rge r publ ic service and 
greater bri l l iance in m a n y of the a t t r ibu tes of s ta tesmanship . 
"All t h i n g s come to h im who waits ," and Wi l l i am McKin l ey ' s 
self-denial received its great reward. 

C A M E F R O M A S T U R D Y P A R E N T A G E . 

Mr. M c K i n l e y had a long expectat ion of life if the longevi ty 
of his parents can be t aken as an indication. H i s fa ther , Wil-
liam McKinley , Sr., died in 1893, at t he r ipe age of 85, and his 
mother, Mrs. N a n c y McKinley , died in 1899, a t Canton, t he 
proud recipient of t he filial a t ten t ions of h e r d i s t ingu ished son. 
Mrs. N a n c y McKin ley ' s f a the r was of Ge rman bir th, and he r 
mother was of Scotch descent. Wi l l i am M c K i n l e y senior ' s 
g randfa the r was a Scotch-I r i shman, and his mother was an 
Engl i shwoman. Mr. McKinley , Sr., was born in Mercer County , 
Pa., bu t h is fami ly moved to New Lisbon, Columbiana County , 
O., m 1809, where for m a n y yea r s he was m a n a g e r of a blast 
furnace. 

I t was in New Lisbon t ha t he met h is wife, whom h e marr ied 
in 1838. T w o sons, David and J a m e s , were born there, bu t oVing 
to lack of educat ional facilit ies t he f a the r es tabl ished his fami ly 
m a l i t t le house in Niies, T r u m b u l l County . I t was i n th i s 
house t ha t Wi l l i am M c K i n l e y was born, J a n u a r y 29, 1843. I t 
is worth r e m a r k t ha t a considerable n u m b e r of p rominent Amer i -
cans were nat ives of counties of Ohio, in t he n e a r v ic ini ty of Niles. 



Cuyalioga, t h i r t y miles away, was t he b i r thplace of J a m e s A. 
Garfield. Sena tor All ison, of Iowa, lived only t h i r t y mi les from 
Canton, and Senator Manderson , of Nebraska , lived and mar r ied 
only fifteen miles f rom tha t city. Ex-Senator T h o m a s Collier 
P ia t t kep t s tore at one t ime in Massil lon, only e ight miles away, 
and Senator Q u a y ' s home at Beaver is on ly s ix ty miles off. 
Ru the r fo rd B. H a y e s was a na t ive of Delaware County , nea r by, 
and Senator S h e r m a n and Genera l Wi l l i am T . S h e r m a n were 
b o m and reared a t Lancaster , O., less t h a n a h u n d r e d miles 
away. . . . . 

Several of Mr. McKin ley ' s b ro thers and s is ters died m 
infancy . H i s oldest brother , David, was a resident of San F r a n -
cisco, where h e discharged t he d u t y of Hawai i an Consul to the 
Uni ted Sta tes . James , the n e x t older brother , died about 1890. 
Abner , a younger b ro ther h a s been engaged in bus iness in New 
Y o r k . ' W i l l i a m M c K i n l e y entered t he vi l lage school in Poland, 
to which h i s family had removed when only five years old. H e 
remained in t he schools of t ha t town un t i l in h i s seventeenth 
year, when he made enough money by t each ing in a nea r by dis-
tr ict publ ic school to pay h i s mat r icu la t ion fees in A l l e g h e n y 
College. t q a r m s F Q U N D H I M R E A D Y . 

H e remained at t he college only a few weeks when the call 
to a rms for t he Civil W a r came, and t he pale-faced, grey-eyed, 
earnes t and patriotic y o u n g s tuden t flung aside h is books and 
decided to shoulder a m u s k e t for t he preservat ion of the Union. 
T h i s s tep was t aken only a f te r earnes t conference wi th h is 
parents . Owing to h is y o u t h and physica l i m m a t u r i t y t h e y were 
loath to consent to in te r rupt ion of h is s tudies and t he incident 
exposure to t he h a r d s h i p of campa ign ing . 

But the en thus ias t ic patr iot ism of the youth kindled l ike 
emotion in t he Scotch-Ir ish blood of h is pa ren t s and bore down 
their opposition, for t hey saw t h a t in spite of h is you th the re was 
p lenty of fighting stuff in h im. A n d so h i s education m books 
ended, and t h a t broader education of s t i r r ing events and the ways 
of men began. 

Y o u n g McKin ley entered t he Un ion a r m y a mere s t r ip l ing, 
without inf luence or powerful friends, with only a hea r t b r i m f u l of 
patr iot ism and love for h is flag. H e jo ined a company of volun-
teers f rom his own neighborhood, which, a f te r the fashion of t he 
time, took the pre tent ious n a m e of " T h e Poland Guards . " T h e 
company had a l ready selected its officers. T h e capta in , a you th 
named Z immerman , was chosen because of a brief service in 
a Pennsy lvan ia mil i t ia company, in which he had learned the 
facings and a few other rud iment s of the school of t he soldier. 
H e was t he only m a n in t he company who h a d any mi l i t a ry 
t r a in ing whatever . 

Ano the r y o u n g fellow named Race was first l ieutenant , and 
J. L. Botsford, second l i e u t e n a n t T h i s company was mustered 
into the vo lunteer service at Co lumbus by Gene ra l J o h n C. Fre-
mont in June , 1861, and was a t tached to the Twen ty - th i rd Ohio 
Volunteer I n f a n t r y , of which Wi l l i am S. Rosecranz was colonel 
and Ru the r fo rd B. H a y e s major . 

H A R D S H I P S O F A S O L D I E R ' S L I F E . 

T h e r eg imen t saw service first in General George B. 
McClel lan 's campaign in t he Kanawha , which wrested W e s t 
Virg in ia from the pa ren t S ta te and added ano ther s tar to t he 
sisterhood of Sta tes . I t was a campaign of few battles, ha rd 
marches a n d p len ty of exper ience in the ha rdsh ips of soldiering. 
Of the four teen m o n t h s which McKin ley served in the r a n k s he 
once said : " I a lways look back wi th p leasure on those fourteen 
months of soldiering. T h e y t a u g h t me a g r ea t deal. I was only 
a school-boy when I entered the ranks , and t h a t year was the 
formative period of m y life, d u r i n g which I learned much of men 
and affairs. I have a lways been glad t ha t I entered the service 
as a pr ivate ." 

Promotion came to h im af ter Ant ie tam. D u r i n g tha t bat t le 
he was ac t ing commissary for h i s company, and in the heat of 
the fight he took cooked rat ions to t he f ron t to feed b is h u n g r y 
comrades who had been in bat t le l ine for twen tyfour hours . 
T h e fighters fell back in squads to ref resh themselves, and were 
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H e obtained loud in praises of McKin l ey ' s though t fu lness . 
f u r lough a few days af ter the batt le . 

On h i s way home he passed t h r o u g h Columbus and paid h is 
respects to Governor Tod, who surpr ised t he y o u n g volunteer by 
p resen t ing h im wi th a second l i eu tenan t ' s commission. General 
Hayes , who had been wounded at t he bat t le , was h o m e and 
recommended t he promotion. T h i s was September 24, 1862. 
F e b r u a r y 7, 1863, h e was promoted to first l i eu tenan t , and on 
J u l y 25, 1864, captain. T h i s la t te r promotion was supplemented 
by his appo in tment as ad ju tan t -genera l of h is brigade, and he 
remained upon t h e staff un t i l mus te red out in J u l y , 1865. 

I t was as ass i s tan t ad ju tan t -genera l t ha t h e went t h rough 
Sher idan ' s famous campa igns in the Shenandoah Val ley. W h i l e 
on h is way to Winches t e r Sher idan found y o u n g McKin ley then 
only 21 years old, r a l l y ing t he panic-stricken troops a t Cedar 
Creek, and at Berryvi l le t he y o u n g officer's horse was kil led 
unde r h im. " F o r ga l l an t and meri tor ious services at t he ba t t l e 
of the Opiquan, Cedar Creek and F i she r ' s H i l l , " reads h is com-
mission as brevet-major, and i t is s igned " A. Lincoln ." 

A D M I R E D BY Y O U N G M E N . 

T h u s W i l l i a m McKin ley , at a t ime of h is l i fe when most 
youno- men a re a t school or p repar ing for professional life, had 
experience in over four years of active war fa re and h a d con-
t r ibu ted as m a n y years of h i s life to active mi l i ta ry service of h is 
count ry as a n y ve te ran of t he Civil W a r . T h i s is one of the-
potent holds h e h a d upon t he y o u n g m e n of the coun t ry who 
steadily he ld h im in view as a paragon of y o u t h f u l courage and 

p a t r i o t i s m ^ ^ ^ M c K i n l e y found himself at 22, a m a n without 

a profession and means to live on. Mil i tary l ife sti l l had m a n y 
fascinat ions for h im, and a commission in the regu la r a r m y was 
wi th in t he reach of t he influence he was now able to exert , i ha t 
would a t l eas t provide h i m wi th a l iving, and t he t empta t ion was 
s t rong. H i s sister, Miss A n n a McKinley , a woman of fine j u d g -
m e n t and s t rong character , h a d al ready es tabl ished herse l f as a 
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school teacher in Canton, O., and she proved to be t he pioneer of 
the McKin ley fami ly in S t a r k County . I t was l a rge ly due to he r 
forcible a r g u m e n t s t ha t t he y o u n g soldier laid off h is un i form 
and devoted h imse l f to s tudy of law. 

T h i s period of th ree yea r s between t he t ime h e lef t the mili-
tary service, in 1865, an<* the day he le f t t he L a w School, a t 
Albany, N . Y., in 1868, is one of which few facts a re known. 
T h e man who knows all about t he difficulties and s t r u g g l e s with 
leau purse and long ambit ion t ha t m a r k e d those years h a s never 
taken a n y one in to h is confidence concern ing them. H e had the 
advantage of the law l ib ra ry of J u d g e Glidden, in whose office he 
was entered as a law s t u d e n t T h a t able j u r i s t took great in teres t 
in his pupi l and gave h i m free ly of h i s knowledge. W h e n the 
young m a n was at las t admit ted to t he bar J u d g e Glidden gave 
him his first case. T h i s is a lways a memorable event in the life 
of a y o u n g lawyer. 

W O N H I S F I R S T CASE. 
I t came about t h u s : McKin ley had found a hole in the wall 

outside of which he s tuck u p his sh ing le as a lawyer . A fo r tn igh t 
passed and so did all clients. T h e n J u d g e Glidden handed t he 
half-discouraged y o u n g a t torney a bundle of papers with the 
remark :— 

" Mac, he re are the papers in a case which is coming up 
to-morrow. I have got to go out of town and you m u s t t r y i t ." 

" I have never tried a case yet, you know, J u d g e !" McKinley 
replied. 

" Well , begin on th i s one then ," Glidden answered. McKin-
ley began work at once, and a f t e r s t u d y i n g t he case all n i g h t went to 
court nex t day and won t he sui t . Gl idden called at h is office a 
few days af terward and handed McKin ley $25, which he refused 
to take. 

" I t is too mnch, Judge , for one day 's pay," t he conscientious 
young a t to rney said. 

" Nonsense, Mac," said t he veteran. " Don ' t let t h a t worry 
you. I charged t h e m $100 and can easily afford to give" you a 
quarter of i t . " 



I n a case which came to h i m soon a f te rward McKin ley won 
one of h is mos t snbs tan t i a l earl ier t r i umphs . H e was pi t ted 
aga ins t J o h n McSweeny, one of t h e most b r i l l i an t lawyers at t h . 
Ohio bar. I t was a sui t for damages for malpract ice aga ins t a 
surgeon, who, i t was claimed, had set a b roken leg so u n s k i t f u l l y 
h a f the pat ient was m a d e bow-legged. McSweeny b rough t h is 

client into court, and a f t e r h e had told h i s s tory h e bared h i s leg 
to show how far i t was out of l ine. 

McKinley , for t he defense, demanded tha t t he plaintiff bare 
t he other leg for comparison. T h e court uphe ld th is demand in 
spite of McSweeny ' s vigorous objection. T o the confusion of t he 
plaintiff and h i s counsel, and t he mer r imen t of court and j u r y , t h a t 
leg was found to be t h e worse bowed of the two. H i s t rousers h a d 
concealed h is n a t u r a l deformity. 

P A R T N E R S H I P W I T H A L E A D I N G L A W Y E R . 

« M v client seems to have done bet ter by th i s m a n t h a n did 
na tu re i tself ," said Counsel lor McKin ley , « and I move t h a t the 
suit be dismissed wi th recommendat ion t h a t h e have h i s r i gh t leg 
broken and set by t he defendant in th is case." T h e p l a m iff was 
laughed out of court. Soon af ter th i s success J u d g e Belden, a 
leading l awyer of Canton, formed a pa r tne r sh ip with the y o u n g 
a t torney which las ted un t i l t he J u d g e ' s death , i n 1870. 

H e had a l ready won h i s way so t h a t t he people m t h a t year 
elected h im Prosecut ing At to rney of S t a r k County , which office 
he filled for several years. Pract ice now flowed m to h im, and h e 
speedily won repute as an excel lent advocate. H e is credited 
with m a k i n g some of t he best j u r y a rgumen t s ever heard at t ha t 
bar W h e n elected to Congress h e was a recognized leader of 
the S t a r k Coun ty ba r and had one of t he best general pract ices a t 

t h a t Ano the r case i n which h e especially d is t inguished himsel f was 
t h a t of a n u m b e r of mine r s prosecuted for riot, whom h e defended in 
an appeal to t he j u r y which is remembered to th i s day as a t r i umph 
of eloquence over ha rd f a c t I t was t he first oppor tuni ty of h is 
career to tes t h is deep s y m p a t h y wi th wage-workers, and his use 
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of i t gave h im a hold upon the i r g ra t i tude t ha t t ime only 
s t rengthened . 

J a m e s G. Blaine, in h is " T w e n t y Years of Congress ," wrote : 
" Wi l l i am McKinley , Jr . , enteted f rom the Canton d i s t r i c t H e 
enlis ted in an Ohio reg iment when only 18 yea r s old, and won 
the r a n k of m a j o r by meri torious services. T h e in teres ts of h i s 
const i tuents and his own bent of mind led h im to the s tudy of 
indus t r i a l quest ions, and h e was soon recognized in the H o u s e as 
one of the mos t thorough stat is t icians, and one of the ablest 
defenders of t h e doctrine of protect ion." 

S Y M P A T H Y W I T H T O I L E R S . 

T h e P l u m e d K n i g h t touched with h is t r enchan t pen the ve ry 
needle's eye of character which placed McKin ley where h e stood. 
S y m p a t h y with t he toi lers b r o u g h t h im to the s t udy of indus t r i a l 
quest ions, to which h e gave t he same thorough ana lys i s and 
in tense applicat ion t h a t he gave to his law cases. I n th i s respect 
h e was l ike Garfield, h a v i n g given l ike t ho rough s tudy to political 
subjects. I t is said t h a t Ru the r fo rd B. H a y e s took occasion once 
to advise McKinley , who seemed dest ined for publ ic preferment , 
to confine his political s tudies as far as possible to some part ic-
u lar subject , to mas te r t ha t so as to be recognized as i ts most 
learned expounder . " T h e r e is the tariff and protection," he is 
said to have advised. " I t affords j u s t t he field for such endeavor 
as I have described. I n the n e a r f u t u r e it is l ike ly to become 
one of t he leading issues upon which t he voters of th is na t ion will 
divide probably for m a n y yea r s . " 

T h i s conversation m a y have occurred, bu t t he fact r emains 
t ha t t he n a t u r a l bent of McKin ley ' s mind and t he tendency to 
sympath ize wi th the toilers had ear ly t u rned h i s intellect toward 
tha t precise quest ion. T h a t was h is t heme when very ear ly in 
h is legal career h e took t he s t u m p and discussed political ques-
tions in h is own and ne ighbor ing counties, to which h is reputa t ion 
as an a t t ract ive speaker ear ly penetrated. 

Ma jo r M c K i n l e y was only 34 yea r s old when, in 1877. t he 
people of t he Canton district elected h im to represent them in 
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Congress. H e n r y Clay and J a m e s G. Blaine are t he most 
conspicuous s ta tesmen who began Congressional careers a t an 
ear ly age. I t was a Democrat ic House , and the new member 
began his service at t he foot of t h e u n i m p o r t a n t Law Revision 
Committee. H i s first t e rm passed with no public speech of note 
to h i s credit, bu t S p e a k e r Samue l J . Randa l l had noticed the 

di-h-flr ^ s tudious application 
\ of t he y o u n g Ohioan 

and h i s shrewdness 
in committee work. 

Hence, at the 
ou tse t of h i s second 
t e rm McKin ley was 
placed on the Judic i -
a ry Commit tee n e x t 
to T h o m a s Bracket t 
Reed. H i s ambit ion 
and men ta l prompt-
ings led h im to pre-
fer the W a y s and 
Means Committee, 
bu t h e was disap-
pointed at tha t t ime. 

H O N . W I L L I A M M c K I N L E Y . However, ea r ly in 

t he session t he bill of Fe rnando Wood gave h im h i s chance, and 
h e riddled t h a t measure wi th a g ra sp of fact and merciless logic 
t ha t marked h im as one of t he mas te r s of protect ion knowledge. 

McKin ley ' s Congress ional prominence m a y be said to have 
fa i r ly begun with t he re t i rement of Garfield f rom the W a y s and 
Means Commit tee a f te r h i s election to the Pres idency in 1880. 
McKin ley was appointed to the vacancy, and f rom then un t i l he 
ret i red f rom Congress in 1891, a f te r ten years of service tha t would 
have been cont inuous except for t ha t portion of t he For ty-e ighth 
Congress when the Democra ts unseated h im, he remained upon 
t ha t most impor tan t committee. H i s work was so s t rong and in-
cisive tha t t he Democrats , fear ing h i s abilities, th ree t imes sough t 

h i s second session debate on the tariff-revision bil l to th row h i m 
out of Congress b y g e r r y m a n d e r i n g h i s district. Twice placed 
in dis t r ic ts so fixed t ha t t h e Democrat ic ma jo r i ty seemed assured, 
he never the less was elected by subs tan t i a l major i t ies . 

I n 1890 an in te rna t iona l contest was b r o u g h t in to t he nar row 
l imi ts of h i s Congressional district . T h e order had gone forth 
f rom Democrat ic free-trade headquar te rs t ha t t he peerless cham-
pion of protection m u s t be beaten at a n y cost. So h is dis tr ic t was 
patched u p un t i l i t showed a nomina l Democrat ic p lura l i ty of 
3,100 votes. Most men would have sh i rked such a contest and 
retired upou laure l s a l ready won. 

W E N T B O L D L Y I N T O T H E F I G H T . 

Not so McKinley . H i s Scotch-Ir ish blood was up, and h e 
th rew h imse l f in to t he fight with an impetuos i ty tha t he had 
never before exhibi ted . H e ac tua l ly carr ied th ree of t he four 
counties of h i s district, bu t was beaten by a s lender p lura l i ty of 
302 votes. H e had pul led down the Democratic ma jo r i ty 2800 
votes, and what h is enemies sough t to make his Water loo proved 
to be a M c K i n l e y t r i umph and t u r n e d Republ ican t h o u g h t in t he 
coun t ry toward h im as t he leader of t he grea te r s t r u g g l e of 1896. 
It, however, closed h is Congressional career. 

M c K i n l e y in W a s h i n g t o n was a worker pers is tent , methodi-
cal and indefat igable. H e was never found in t he h a u n t s of con-
vivial men. T h a t side of l ife which fascinates and has destroyed 
the use fu lness of m a n y br i l l iant men had no fascination for h im. 
H i s work-day was spent in commit tee or in the House , and the 
business of t he day over, h e went s t r a igh t to h is home and h i s 
invalid wife. T o m M u r r a y , who for yea r s was m a n a g e r of t he 
House res tauran t , says t ha t for years he watched his dai ly 
coming for a bowl of crackers and milk, which consumed, he 
r e tu rned to h is work and wrough t while h is colleagues regaled 
upon t e r rap in and champagne . 

A n d ye t t he hard-working, non-convivial m e m b e r from 
Canton was popular wi th h is fellow-members on both sides of 
the House . H e led a bare ma jo r i ty of twenty-two t h r o u g h all 



the peri ls of conflicting interests . He , too, found t ime to 
champion t he Federa l Elect ions bill , and to draw to i ts suppor t 
m a n y men from widely separated terr i tory , and r ep re sen t ing 

m a n y diverse local interests . 
I t was McKin ley ' s Congressional record tha t made h i m 

il lustr ious. B e g i n n i n g at t he foot of the ladder in commit tee 
appointment , h e forged steadily to t he front . Leadersh ip was 
won, not conceded. I t was h i s p resen tment of t he grea t tariff 
bill t ha t crowded t he H o u s e of Representa t ives on t h a t ever-
memorable May 7, 1890, when h e reported i t and opened a debate 
which h a s become historical . H i s contras t between protection 
and free trade, which closed t ha t famous forensic ut terance, 
pa in ts at once a p ic ture and a prophecy. 

I N D E P E N D E N C E A N D P R O S P E R I T Y . 

" W e have now," h e said, " e n j o y e d twenty-n ine years con-
t inuous ly of protective tariff laws—the longes t u n i n t e r r u p t e d 
period in which t ha t policy h a s prevailed since t he format ion of 
the Federa l Government—and we find ourselves a t t he end of 
tha t period in a condition of independence and prosper i ty the 
like of which h a s no paral lel in t he recorded h is tory of t he world. 
In ail t ha t goes to m a k e a na t ion grea t and s t rong and inde-
pendent we have made ex t raord ina ry strides. W e have a 
su rp lus revenue and a spotless credit. 

" T o reverse th i s sys t em means to stop t he progress of th i s 
Republic. I t means to t u r n the masses f rom ambition, courage 
and hope to dependence, degradat ion and despair . T a l k about 
depression ! W e would have it t h e n in i ts fu lness . E v e r y t h i n g 
would indeed be cheap, bu t how costly when measured b y t he 
degradat ion t h a t would ensue ! W h e n merchandise is cheapest, 
men are poorest, and t he most d is t ress ing experiences of our 
c o u n t r y - a y e , of all h i s t o r y - h a v e been when eve ry th ing was 
"lowest and cheapest , measured in gold, and eve ry th ing was 
h ighes t and dearest , measured by labor." 

W h e n Major McKinley , in 890, lost h is ge r rymandered 
distr ict by the nar row m a r g i n of 302 votes, there was no doubt 

in t he minds of Ohio Republ icans as to who should and m u s t be 
the i r candidate for Governor. I t was no consolation purse tha t 
he was to race for. I t was s imply and solely t ha t the 
for tune of host i le legis lat ive control had placed wi thin reach as 
candidate for t he Chief Execut ive of the S t a t e a man of spotless 
honor, whose m a n y services made h im the most popular man in 
the Commonweal th . T h e room in the nor thwes t corner of t he 
Sta te H o u s e in Columbus is b r i m f u l of h is tory . 

A Secretary of t he T r e a s u r y , a Chief Jus t i ce of the Uni ted 
Sta tes and a President sat there as t he Chief Execut ive of the 
Sta te before be ing called to h ighe r preferment . Nea r ly every 
m a n who h a s occupied the chief chair there in has been or sti l l is 
a vital force in the political or bus iness h i s to ry of the nation. 
No other S ta te has ever contr ibuted as m a n y Governors to t h e 
Nat ional Execu t ive in cha i r or council. 

A F A I T H F U L P U B L I C O F F I C E R . 

Governor McKin ley ' s career of four years in t h e Execu t ive 
Chai r of Ohio was exemplif icat ion of the fact t ha t t he most inter-
es t ing period of a s ta tesman 's publ ic service is not necessar i ly 
t ha t in which h e en joys the grea tes t degree of publ ic prominence. 
T h a t office claimed, almost monopolized, his a t tent ion, and local 
in teres ts were never in the remotes t degree subordinated to wider 
political necessit ies. But th is lessened ne i ther the n u m b e r n o r 
loyal ty of his f r iends in all par t s of the count ry . 

H i s solicitude for t he toilers was marked. H i s s y m p a t h y 
with t he e ight -hour movement was ear ly manifested. H e was a 
conspicuous champion of arbi t ra t ion in the se t t lement of labor 
difficulties. These convictions appeared in h is recommendat ions 
of legislat ion to protect workinginen in hazardous occupations, to 
secure t h e m more considerate t r e a tmen t as well as more safe ty in 
the pur su i t of the i r avocations. I t was upon h i s recommendat iou 
t ha t t he Ohio law was passed requ i r ing t ha t all s t reet cars should 
be fu rn i shed with vest ibules to protect t he motormen and con-
ductors from inc lement weather . 

But it was a long t he l ine of arbi t ra t ion—author ized but not 
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compulsory which lie regarded as t he t rue solution of labor trou-
b l e s - t h a t h is bes t work was done. D u r i n g h i s first t e rm the 
Sta te Board of Arbi t ra t ion was created upon t he Massachuse t t s 
plan, b u t h e made its work ings t he subject of h i s personal super-
vision du r ing all h is adminis t ra t ion . D u r i n g t he exis tence of t he 
Board, twenty-e ight s t r ikes , some of t h e m involving 2000 men, 
were invest igated, and in fifteen cases t h e Board found a common 
basis upon which both par t ies could agree. 

S E N D S R E L I E F T O M I N E R S I N D I S T R E S S . 

N o account of Governor McKin ley ' s connection wi th labor 
problems would be complete wi thout ment ion of the t i reless energy 
he displayed in secur ing relief for t he 2000 miners of t he H o c k i n g 
Val ley m i n i n g district, who, ear ly in 1895, were reported out of 
work and dest i tute . T h e news reached h im a t midnight , bu t by 5 
A M , on h i s own responsibi l i ty , a car, loaded wi th provisions, 
worth $1000, was dispatched to t he afflicted distr ict . Appeals 
made subsequent ly to t he Boards of T r a d e or Chambers of Com-
merce of t h e grea t cities of t he Sta te increased th i s ini t ial bene-
faction to $32,796 worth of c lo th ing and provisions. 

Governor McKin ley ' s two t e r m s as t he Sta te ' s Execu t ive 
were on t he whole smooth and harmonious , bu t h e was repeatedly 
called upon to solve pe rp lex ing problems in t he relat ions of capi tal 
and labor. I n 1894 t he S ta te Government received no fewer t h a n 
fifteen calls for S ta te troops to aid in enforc ing t he law. N o such 
demand had been made since t h e Civil W a r , bu t Governor Mc-
Kinley , obeying t he dictates of h i s j u d g m e n t , answered with such 
popular acceptation t h a t even those l a b o r organizat ions which are 
most radical in opposing a n y action in labor t roubles on the par t 
of t he S ta te mili t ia were forced to admit t he wisdom of h is course. 

C H A P T E R I L 

A Man of Noble Ideals and Unselfish A i m s - H i s Domestic 
Fidelity A Governor of Rare Sagacity—His Suc-

cessful Administration as President. 

M O events in t he h is tory of President M c K i n l e y commended 
h im more to the confidence and respect of h is fellow-citizens 

than his honorable course in two na t iona l convent ions of h i s 
par ty , when, had he shown a momen ta ry depar tu re in s teadfas t 
loyal ty m suppor : of the men h e had been ins t ruc ted to vote for, 
he migh t have himsel f been the nominee. Since 1876 he h a d 
borne a p rominent par t in Republ ican nat ional conventions. H e 
was a member of t he Commit tee on Resolu t ions of t he convent ion 
of 1880, when the m a n who led the Ohio delegation, pledged to 
the candidacy of Sena tor J o h n S h e r m a n , and who placed t h a t 
veteran s t a tesman in nominat ion in a speech t ha t was one of t he 
masterpieces of h is publ ic ut terances , was h imse l f made t h e 
nominee. T h i s was J a m e s A. Garfield. 

Again , in 1884, lie was the chosen member of the Commit tee 
on Resolut ions who draf ted the pa r ty p la t form with such ski l l 
tha t a newspaper raised h is n a m e to i ts co lumn head wi th t h e 
words, " L e t t he m a n who wrote the p la t form of >84 be o u r 
standard-bearer for 1888." 

Pe rhaps McKin ley himsel f realized in 1888 t ha t he t h e n 
hardly measured u p to t he s tandard of t he tried and t r u e vet-
eran? m the public service whose names were to go before t h a t 
convention. Cer ta in ly no one could have declared such fact 
more unhes i t a t i ng ly or ea rnes t ly t h a n he did. I t was an occa-
sion never to be forgotten, and it demonst ra ted even then t h a t 
Mr. McKin ley was a President ia l possibil i ty who could afford to 
bide h is t ime and need not crowd veterans in public favor out of 

a nomination which for h im could have no cha rm unless f a i r l y 
won. 
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a Connecticut delegate cast h i s vote for McKinley A s s c » n a s 
the vote was announced McKin ley rose m h i s seat and W « d Ins 
hand for recognit ion of t he Chair . Before h e could u t t e r ha l f a 
dozen words a grea t s h o u t , " McKin ley " went u p f rom all over 
the convention. U n s h a k e n by th is evidence of popular esteem, 

H E S A I D : M A N L Y S P E E C H IN C O N V E N T I O N . 

" M r . Cha i rman a n d G e n t l e m e n of the Convention : l am 
here as one of the chosen representa t ives of m y S ta te ; I am h e r e 
by r e X i o n of i ts R e p u b l i c a n convention, passed w i t h o u t one 
d issent ing voice, commanding me to cast m y vote for J o h n 
She man and to use every worthy endeavor for Ins nomination^ 
I accepted t h i s t r u s t because m y hea r t a n a Uidgment were ,u 
accord l i t h the le t te r and spir i t and purpose of t h a t resolution-
I t has Pleased cer tain delegates to cast t he i r votes for me. I a m 

sszrxi 

Ohio or m y J d e i n a u d - t h a t no delegates who 
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the h ighes t office in the Republic . H e was the cha i rman of t he 
convention. W h e n Ohio was reached on the first ballot for 
President the leader of t he delegat ion announced its fu l l vote for 
Wil l iam McKinley . T h i s was the s igna l for an outburs t of 
applause f rom floor and gallery,«as spontaneous as it was vocif-
erous. H u r r i e d consu l t a t ions were held by m a n y State dele-
gations, and amid the chee r s and applause which still cont inued 
one leader a f t e r ano ther arose to the change of his S ta te to 
McKinley. T h e Major , evidently deeply affected b y t he demon-
stration, but firm and composed, rose in h is place and said :— 

" I chal lenge t he vote of Ohio ." 

D E T E R M I N E D T O V O T E F O R H I M . 1 

" T h e gen t l eman is not a member ©f the delegat ion a t pres-
ent ," said Governor Foraker , who was cha i rman of the Ohio rep-
resentat ives. 

" I am a delegate from tha t State ," cried McKinley , in tones 
m a t could be heard above t he confusion and uproar , " a n d I 
demand tha t m y vote be counted ." 

" Your a l t e rna te voted for you ," Governor Forake r per-
sisted. r 

T h e vote of the delegation was polled nevertheless , and the 
solitary vote which was cast for Harr i son, was Major McKinley ' s . 
Harr ison was nominated, and Cha i rman McKinley , ca l l ing 
Colonel El l iot t F . Shepa rd to the chair, moved to m a k e the nomi-
nation unan imous . 

" Your tu rn will come in '96," shouted one of the 182 dele-
gates, who, despite his protest, voted for h im in tha t convention 
1 his prophecy was fulfilled. 

Two t h i n g s commended Mr. McKin ley m i g h t l y to the aver-
age man—he could fight and he loved his wife. W h i l e these at 
first t h o u g h t seem to be vi r tues common enough, yet he who has 
them has not fa r to go to make him a man complete. H e also 
loved children wi th the pathet ic love of t he m a n whose name will 
live only in history, for t he two chi ldren of h is ear ly marr ied life 
died, and his wife was a confirmed invalid. 
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I t was ear ly in h is s t r u g g l e s with the law in Canton t h a t 
Wi l l i am McKiu ley met Ida Saxton, a beauty , t he d a u g h t e r of the 
r ichest banker in the town, and a gir l a f ter his own hear t . H e 
h a s never got over t he surpr i se and joy which filled h is soul, 
when, hav ing made u p his mind to pu t h is f u t u r e happ iness to 
touch, he asked Ida Sax ton to be h is wife and she said yes. I t is 
said t ha t he r f a the r confirmed th i s when a long with h i s parenta l 
b less ing h e said : " You are the only m a n of all t ha t have sough t 
he r t h a t I would have given he r to." 

I t was in 1871, a f te r h e had won h i s first success at t he bar 
and had been successful as P rosecu t ing At torney . T h e y went to 
housekeep ing in the same house to which he re turned a f t e r h is 
long service in Congress and h i s two t e rms as Governor. In tha t 
pleasant l i t t le villa h is two chi ldren were born. One l ived to be 
near ly four years old, while the o ther died in ear ly infancy. 

L A R G E H E A R T A N D W A R M N A T U R E . 

I t was soon a f te r t he b i r th of t he second d a u g h t e r t ha t the 
fact became apparen t t h a t Mrs. McKin ley would be a l i fe long 
invalid. Much could be wri t ten of the tenderness of the s t rong 
and viri le man to h is invalid wife, bu t the idle gossip which has 
a l ready been wri t ten upon , t h a t subject h a s h u r t where i t was 
t h o u g h t to comfort . Newspaper s have t hough t l e s s ly dwelt upon 
th i s affliction, s ing ing praises of h is constancy and devotion when 
even k ind words carried with t h e m a pene t ra t ing s t ing. 

I t is enough to say t ha t t h i s h u s b a n d and wife have never 
been parted except d u r i n g ex igent work in campaign ing . D u r i n g 
his service as Congressman in W a s h i n g t o n she was a lways wi th 
him, embroider ing t he sl ippers which const i tuted h e r principal 
employment in h i s absence unt i l the n u m b e r which solaced the 
sufferers in hospi ta ls is said to amoun t to nea r ly four thousand. 
F r o m Congressional d u t y to h is wife and back to d u t y was t he 
round of h is W a s h i n g t o n life. 

W h i l e Governor of Ohio four rooms in the Chi t t enden H o u s e 
in Columbus were the i r home. An ear ly b reakfas t and h e was 
off to h is execut ive duties. I t was r emarked t h a t he a lways lef t 

his hotel by a side entrance, and when well across the street h e 
turned and lifted h i s hat , while a handkerch ie f fluttered for an 
ins tant from the window of h is home. T h e n the Governor, with 
a pleased smile, walked j a u n t i l y off toward t he S ta te House. ' T h i s 
was repeated every evening, showing t ha t loving watch was kept 
at tha t window. Occasionally, weather and hea l th permit t ing, Mrs. 
McKinley indulged in a carr iage ride, he r husband a lways 
accompanying her. Always on S u n d a y t he Governor took an 
early t r a m for Canton, and going to h i s mother ' s house, accom-
panied her to the F i r s t M. E. Church of which he was a member 
He was super in tenden t of i ts Sunday-school unt i l public d u t y 
took h im to W a s h i n g t o n . 

H I S P E R S O N A L A P P E A R A N C E . 

Major McKin ley was five feet seven inches in he igh t and as 
s t ra ight as Michael Angelo ' s s ta tue of David. H e undoubtedly 
looked l ike the grea t Napoleon, a l t hough he said more than once 
that he did not l ike to be reminded of the resemblance. H e had 
the same grave, dignified mouth , the same high, broad and fu l l 
forehead and the same heavy lower jaw. H e was a bet ter looking 
man than was Napoleon, and his b r igh t , da rk eyes shone out 
under brows which were less heavy t h a n those of Bonaparte, and 
his frown was by no means so terr ible as t ha t of the Li t t le Cor-
poral. H e appreciated, however, t he value of digni ty , a lways 
dressed in a double-breasted frock coat and crowned his classic head 
with a tall s i lk ha t . 

Personally, Major McKin ley was a cha rming man to meet. 
His presence was prepossessing, t hough in conversation he rarely 
developed br i l l iancy or ready wit. D ign i ty and repose, ra ther 
than force and action, appeared as h is s t rong characteris t ics to 
the man who met h im casual ly . Yet his campaigns showed tha t 
when t ime for action came he could go th rough labor tha t wears 
out a corps of experienced reporters, and come out of the immense 
strain of s ix weeks' cons tant canvass with l i t t le loss of flesh and 
comparatively few s igns of fa t igue. T h e Guberna t iona l char-
paign of 1893 was no tab le in th is r e s p e c t 



W i t h t he chances favor ing h im and business depression pre-
vailing, m a n y a man would have t rus ted someth ing to luck and 
worked less pers is tent ly and energet ical ly t h a n unde r other 
circumstances. But t ha t was not McKin ley ' s way. H e 
realized t ha t h is boom for the Pres idency depended very l a rge ly 
upon the size of h is major i ty , and worked l ike a T r o j a n . T h o s e 
who followed h im in t he famous Congressional campaign of 1890 
aga ins t J o h n G. Warwick , and again in 1891, when he canvassed 
the State aga ins t Campbel l with such s ignal success, and were a 
th i rd t ime with h im in 1893 say t ha t he worked as never before. 

I n t he speeches he made one notable character is t ic was 
always prominent . H e did not make enemies. N o one ever 
heard McKin ley abuse a political opponent from the s tump. 
Few men have ever heard h im speak with disrespect or ma l ign i ty 
of one in pr ivate life. O n l y a m o n g his close confidants, and they 
were careful ly chosen and not numerous , did he allow himself 
to speak his mind fu l ly . 

E L E C T E D A N D I N A U G U R A T E D . 

A f t e r a very exc i t ing campa ign in 1896, Mr. McKin ley was 
elected President , and was inaugura ted with most impos ing cere-
monies in March, 1897. H i s adminis t ra t ion was characterized by 
wise and successful s ta tesmanship , and as the period for a new 
election drew near it became evident t ha t he would be again t he 
unan imous choice of h is pa r ty to be t h e i r s tandard-bearer in t he 
campaign of 1900. 

An ex t raord inary session of Congress was called by Pres ident 
McKin ley two days a f te r he took the oath of office on the s teps of 
the Capitol. I t met in pu r suance to h is proclamation at noon on 
March 15. T h e special message t ransmi t t ed by h im to both 
Houses on the open ing d a y was brief. I t expla ined the deficien-
cies in t he revenues, reviewed the bond issues of t he l as t adminis-
t rat ion, and urged Congress prompt ly to correct the then ex i s t i ng 
condition by pass ing a tariflf bill t ha t would supply ample revenues 
for t he suppor t of t he Government a n d t he l iquidat ion of t h e 
public d e b t 

No other subject of legislat ion was mentioned in the message, 
and the tariff bill was the al l-absorbing fea ture of the session. 
T h e Republ ican members of the W a y s and Means Commit tee 
of the preceding House had been at work t h r o u g h o u t the short 
session, which ended March 4, g iv ing hea r ings and p repar ing the 
bill which was to be submi t ted at the ex t ra session. 

I T h r e e days a f te r the session opened the Tar i f f bill was 
reported to the House by t he W a y s and Means Committee, and 
thir teen days later, March 31, 1897, it passed the House . I t 
went to the Senate, was referred to the Commit tee on Finance, 
and the Republ ican members of tha t commit tee spent a month 
and three days in its consideration and in p repar ing the amend-
ments, which were submi t ted to the Sena te May 4. I t s consider-
ation was begun in the Senate May 7, and exac t ly two m o n t h s 
later, J u l y 7, it passed the Senate with 872 amendments . 

T A R I F F B I L L P R O M P T L Y S I G N E D . 

T h e bill t h e n went to conference, where, a f t e r a ten days ' 
s t ruggle , on J u l y 17, a complete agreement was reached by 
which t he Senate receded from 118 amendmen t s and the House 
from 511. T h e others, 243 in number , were compromised. T h e 
conference report was adopted by t he H o u s e J u l y 19, at t he 
conclusion of twelve hours of cont inuous debate. T h e report 
was t aken u p in the Senate J u l y 20, and adopted Sa turday , 
J u l y 24. T h e Tari f f bill was signed by the Pres ident the 
same day-

In A u g u s t Pres iden t McKin ley promulga ted amendmen t s 
to the civil service ru les which elicited en thus ias t ic praise from 
civil service reformers. T h e order considered of most importance 
provided " t h a t no removal shal l be made from a n y position subject 
to competit ive examinat ion except for j u s t cause and upon 
written charges filed with t he head of the depar tmen t or o ther 
appoint ing officer, and of which the accused shal l have ful l 
notice and an oppor tuni ty to make defense ." 

T h r o u g h the Hon. Stewart L. Woodford, American Minis ter 
to Spain , our Cabinet at W a s h i n g t o n addressed a note in 



5 4 A MAN OF HONOR AND INTEGRITY. 

September to the Span ish government concerning t he war in Cuba, 
u r g i n g t h a t t he most s t renuous efforts be made to b r ing it to an 
end, and offering mediat ion between the contending parties 
Spa in ' s reply, which was received in November , was considered 
sat isfactory and not l ike ly to lead to any rup tu r e between t ne 
two countries. 

In Feb rua ry , 189S, an incident occurred which created 
universa l comment . A le t t e r was wri t ten by t h e Span i sh 
Minis ter a t Wash ing ton , Senor De Lome, reflecting ser iously 
upon Pres ident McKinley , in connection with t he policy our 
adminis t ra t ion was p u r s u i n g toward the government of S p a m 
with regard to t he insurrect ion in Cuba. T h i s le t te r was wri t ten 
by De Lome to a fr iend, bu t failed in some way to reach its 
dest ination, and was made public. Publ ic indignat ion was 
expressed at th is perfidy of t h e Span i sh Minister , and h e was 
compelled to res ign. 

I N S U R R E C T I O N I N C U B A . 

T h e s t rugg le in Cuba for independence cont inued to be t he 
one absorb ing topic t ha t occupied t he a t tent ion of Congress . 
General W e y l e r ordered all the inhab i t an t s of Cuba who were 
suspected of sympa th i z ing with the i n s u r g e n t s into the town, 
where they were le f t to obtain t he necessaries of life as best t h e y 
could. T h i s act, which was pronounced i n h u m a n by the Ameri -
can people, resulted in t he dea th of t ens of thousands of men, 
women and chi ldren by starvat ion. Meanwhile , accurate repor ts 
of the appa l l ing si tuat ion in Cuba were b r o u g h t by several mem-
bers of Congress who visited t he is land with a view to ascertain-
i n g t he exac t facts. 

These reports so inf lamed t he Senate and H o u s e of Repre-
senta t ives t h a t a n u m b e r of resolut ions were in t roduced demand 
ing tha t bel l igerent r i gh t s should be g ran ted to t he Cubans , and 
fu r the r t ha t the Un i t ed S ta tes should in tervene with force of a r m s 

* to end t he war in Cuba, and secure t he independence of the island. 
T h e s e resolutions, which were referred to t he Commit tee on 
Fore ign Rela t ions , were indicat ive of t he temper of Congress . 

A MAN OF HONOR AND INTEGRITY. 55 

A profound sensat ion was created by the destruct ion of the 
United S ta tes ba t t l esh ip " Maine " in the harbor of Havana . T h e 
" M a i n e " was l y i n g in the harbor , l iaviug been sent to Cuba on a 
fr iendly visit. O n t he evening of F e b r u a r y 15, a terrific explosion 
took place on board the ship, by which 266 sai lors and officers lost 
their lives and t he vessel was wrecked. T h e cause of the explo-
sion was not apparent . T h e wounded sailors of the " Ma ine" were 
unable, to expla in it. T h e explosion shook the whole city 
of Havana, and t he windows were broken in m a n y of the houses. 
T h e wounded sailors s ta ted tha t t he explosion took place while 
they were asleep, so t ha t t hey could give no par t icu la rs as to the 
cause. 

T h e Government at W a s h i n g t o n and t he whole coun t ry were 
horrified a t t he dest ruct ion of one of our l a rges t c ru isers and t he 
loss of so m a n y of our brave sailors- T h e exci tement t h roughou t 
the count ry was intense. T h e chief in te res t in t he " Maine " dis-
aster now centered upon the cause of the explosion t ha t so quickly 
sent he r to the bottom of H a v a n a habor. 

M E S S A G E T O C O N G R E S S . 

A Nava l Board of I n q u i r y went to H a v a n a and proceeded 
promptly to invest igate the causes of the explosion t ha t des t royed 
the bat t leship. 

Upon receiving t he report of t he Board of Inqu i ry , Pres ident 
McKinley t r ansmi t t ed it to Congress, and wi th i t a message which 
he closed as follows : 

" In view of these facts and of these considerat ions I ask t he 
Congress to author ize and empower the Pres ident to t ake measures 
to secure a ful l and final te rminat ion of t he host i l i t ies between 
the Government of Spain and t he people of Cuba, and to secure in 
the is land the es tab l i shment of a s table government capable of 
ma in ta in ing order and observing i ts in te rna t iona l obligations, en-
sur ing peace and t ranqui l l i ty and the secur i ty of i ts cit izens as 
well as our own, and to use t he mi l i t a ry and naval forces of t he 
United Sta tes as m a y be necessary for these purposes. 

" A n d in t he in teres t of h u m a n i t y and to aid in preserving 



the lives of the s t a rv ing people of tha t island, I recommend 
tha t the dis t r ibut ion of food and suppl ies be continued, aud tha t 
an appropriat ion be made out of the public t reasury to supplement 
the char i ty of our citizens. 

" T h e issue is now with Congress . I t is a solemn responsi-
bil i ty. I have exhaus ted every effort to relieve the intolerable 
condition of affairs which is at our doors. Prepared to execute 
every obligation imposed upon me by the Const i tut ion and t he 
law, I await your action." 

Congress debated a week over t he recommendat ions con-
ta ined in t he Pres iden t ' s message, and on Apri l 18, both Houses 
united in pass ing a series of resolut ions cal l ing for the interven-
tion of the Uni ted S ta tes to compel Spain to wi thdraw he r forces 
from Cuba, and t h u s permi t t he author i t ies at W a s h i n g t o n to 
provide t he island with a f ree and independent government . T h e 
demand contained in t he resolut ion was sent to the Span ish 
Minis ter at W a s h i n g t o n on Apr i l 20, who at once called for h i s 
passports and lef t for Canada. 

A M E R I C A N M I N I S T E R L E A V E S M A D R I D . 

On the same date the u l t i m a t u m of our Government was 
sent to Uni ted Sta tes Minis te r Woodford, a t Madr id , who was 
cu r t l y handed his passpor ts before he had an oppor tuni ty of for-
ma l ly p resen t ing the document . T h e s e t ransac t ions involved a 
vir tual declaration of war, a l though Congress did not formal ly 
declare t ha t war ac tual ly exis ted un t i l Apri l 25, da t ing the t ime 
back to the 21st. 

T h e Nor th At lan t ic Squadron was immedia te ly ordered to 
blockade the Cuban ports, and on Apri l 22 proceeded to car ry out 
the order. On the same date t he Uni ted S ta tes gunboa t " Nash-
ville " captured the Span ish m e r c h a n t m a n " Bueua V e n t u r a " iy 
t he Gulf of Mexico. I n th is cap ture the first g u n of the war was 
fired. T h e nex t day Pres iden t McKin ley promulga ted a resolut ion 
ca l l ing for 125,000 volunteers . On the same day, Morro Castle, 
commanding the ha rbo r of Havana , fired on the Uni ted Sta tes 
f lagship " New York " but without doing any damage. Subse-

quent events comprised the capture of a n u m b e r of Spanish 
vessels by Admira l Sampson ' s squadron. 

S t i r r ing news from our Asiat ic fleet was soon received. On 
May 1, Admira l Dewey pract ical ly destroyed t he Span ish squad-
ron in the ha rbo r of Manila, Ph i l ipp ine Is lands , cap tu r ing n ine 
vessels and infl ict ing a loss of 400 kil led and 600 wounded. T h e 
capture of the Span ish fleet at Sant iago, on J u l y 3, and the vic-
tories of t he Amer ican a r m y in Cuba, r e su l t i ng in the su r render 
of all the Span ish troops in the province of Sant iago, prepared 
the way for M r McKin ley to s ign a peace protocol in A u g u s t and 
a t rea ty of peace with Spa in in December. 

W i t h a firm h a n d h e conducted t he difficult and delicate 
diplomacy and pushed on the war t ha t freed Cuba, b rough t the 
Phi l ippine I s l ands under the au tho r i t y and government of the 
United States, and restored peace to the combatants . 

W A R C O U L D N O T B E A V E R T E D . 

A s to his policy in view of the necessary legislat ion for our 
new possessions, and his purpose to govern them in such a way as 
to advance the i r welfare and to secure for them the larges t l iberty, 
he declared in an eloquent speech before the Ohio Society in New 
York tha t every obligation of our Government would be fulfil led 

" Af t e r th i r ty- three years ," he said, " o f unbroken peace came 
an unavoidable war. Happ i ly , t he conclusion was quickly-
reached, wi thout a suspicion of unwor thy motive or practice or 
purpose on our part , aud with fadeless honor to our a rms. I can-
not forget the quick response of the people to the count ry ' s need 
and t he quar te r of a mill ion men who freely offered their lives to 
their count ry ' s service. I t was an ¡impressive spectacle of nat ional 
s t rength . I t demonst ra ted our m i g h t y reserve power and t a u g h t 
us tha t la rge s t and ing armies are unnecessary when every citizen 
is a ' miuu te m a n ' ready to jo in the r a n k s for nat ional defence. 

" O u t of these recent events have come to t he Uni ted 
States grave t r ia ls and responsibil i t ies. A s it was the nat ion 's 
war, so are i ts resu l t s the nat ion 's problems. I t s solution rests 
upon us all. I t is too serious to stifle. I t is too earnes t for 



repose N o phrase or catchword can conceal the sacred obligation 
it involves. No use of epi thets , no aspersion of motive by those 
who differ will contr ibute- to t ha t sober. judgment so essential to 

right conclusions. . 
" N o political outcry can abrogate our t rea ty of peace with 

Spain or absolve us f rom its solemn engagements . It is the 
people's question and its determinat ion is writ ten out m the i r 
e n l M i t e n e d verdict. W e m u s t choose between m a n l y doing and 
base*desertion. I t will never be t he la t ter . I t m u s t be soberly 
settled in jus t ice and good conscience, and it will be. R igh teous-
ness which exa l te th a nat ion m u s t control in i ts solution. 

D E C L A R A T I O N A G A I N S T I M P E R I A L I S M . 

" T h e r e can be no imper ia l i sm. T h o s e who fear it are 
aga ins t it T h o s e who have fa i th i n t he Republ ic are aga ins t it. 
So t ha t the re is universa l abhorrence for it and u n a n i m o u s oppo-
sition to it. O u r only difference is t ha t those who do not agree 
with u s have no confidence in the v i r tue or capacity or h i g h pur-
pose or good fai th of th i s free people as a civilizing agency, 
while we believe tha t t he century of free goverment which the 
American people have en joyed h a s not rendered them irresolute 
and faithless, bu t h a s fitted them for t he grea t t a sk of l i f t i ng u p 
and a s s i s t i n g t o bet ter condition and la rger l iber ty those d i s tan t 
people who have, t h r o u g h the i ssue of bat t le , become o u r wards. 

" Le t us fear not. T h e r e is no occasion for f a in t hear ts , no 
excuse for regrets . Na t ions do not grow in s t r eng th and 
the cause of l iber ty and law by the doing of easy t h i n g s 
T h e harder t he t a sk t he grea ter will be t he result , t h e benefit and 
the honor. T o doubt our power to accomplish it is to lose fai th 
in the soundness and s t r eng th of our popular ins t i tu t ions . T h e 
l iberators will never become the oppressors. A self-governed 
people will never permi t despotism in a n y government which they 

foster and defend. 
« Gent lemen, we have the new care and cannot sh i f t it. And 

b reak ing u p the camp of ease and isolation, let u s bravely and 
hopefu l ly and soberly cont inue t he march of f a i th fu l service and 

falter not unt i l the work is done. I t is not possible t ha t seventy-
five mil l ions of American f reemen are unable to establish l iber ty 
and jus t ice and good government in our new possessions. T h e 
burden is our oppor tuni ty . T h e oppor tuni ty is g rea te r t han the 
burden. May God give us s t r eng th to bear the one and wisdom 
so as to embrace the o ther as to car ry to our d is tant acquisi-
t ions the guaran tees of life, l iber ty and t he pur su i t of happiness ." 

Beyond t he adminis t ra t ion of affairs connected with our war 
with Spa in and the Fi l ip ino insurgen ts , and t he appo in tment 
of officials to govern Hawaii , Cuba, Por to Rico and the Phil ip-
pines, t he chief measure of publ ic impor tance d u r i n g Mr. 
McKin ley ' s adminis t ra t ion was t he enac tment , at h is recom-
mendat ion, of the new cur rency law, whereby the gold s tandard 
has been es tabl ished and our cu r rency laws are made to cor-
respond with those of the most en l igh tened nat ions of the ear th . 

D E C I S I V E D E M A N D F R O M T U R K E Y . 

A claim was made aga ins t T u r k e y by our Government for 
damages inflicted upon Amer icans d u r i n g the massacres iu 
Armenia . T h i s claim amoun ted to $90,000, and t he T u r k i s h 
government , with i ts cus tomary di latory tactics, evaded the 
paymen t of it. I t was Mr. McKin ley ' s de termined purpose to 
collect the amoun t due for T u r k i s h depredations. Accordingly 
he made a demand for payment . A mon th passed and no notice 
was t akeu of t he communicat ion from our Sta te Depar tment . 
On t he 23d of May, 1900, Mr. McKin ley authorized ano ther 
demand to be made upon T u r k e y , and in t e rms i m p l y i n g t ha t 
the n e x t communicat ion would be au u l t i m a t u m conveyed by a 
bat t leship. T h e whole amoun t was a f te rward collected. 

T h e s e public acts indicate the heroic qual i t ies Mr. McKin ley 
exhibi ted d u r i n g h is adminis t ra t ion . W i t h a h i g h purpose to 
serve h is count ry , with consummate tact and wisdom in conduct-
i n g public affairs, with exal ted patr iot ism and a noble resolve to 
promote the welfare of the people in all par t s of our broad land, 
he discharged the responsible dut ies of h is h igh office to the 
en t i re satisfaction of h is pa r ty . 



A N O T H E R A C C O U N T O F T H E G E N E A L O G Y O F 
T H E M c K I N L E Y F A M I L Y . 

T h e following genealogical sketch of Pres ident McKinley , 
was prepared by the Rev. A Stapleton, of Carlisle, Pa. 

" I t should be a ma t t e r of regre t to all t r u e h i s to r ians tha t 
the campa ign his tories of Pres iden t M c K i n l e y were erroneous 
in several impor tan t genealogical details. T h e data herein given 
m a y be relied on as correct, as t h e y are the resu l t of researches 
in the court records and other author i t ies sti l l ex tant . 

" T h e ancestors of Pres ident McKin ley belonged to t ha t 
s tu rdy race of people called t he Scotch-Irish, so called because in 
1607 K i n g J a m e s I. located a l a rge n u m b e r of Scots in the north-
e rn par t of I r e land on l ands f rom which the I r i sh had been 
evicted. T h e s e se t t lements were g radua l ly augmented by immi-
grat ion unt i l even tua l ly the Scotch-Ir ish e lement predominated 
in th is region. T h e y were s tanch Presbyte r ians in faith and i n 
course of t ime developed t ra i t s and peculiar i t ies so marked as to 
almost s t amp them as a dis t inct race. 

S U F F E R E D M A N Y H A R D S H I P S . 

I n course of t ime th i s noble people were over taken by m a n y 
hardships , such as the successive fa i lure of crops, besides ve ry 
unsat is fac tory civil and rel igious conditions. T h e i r only source 
of relief was in immigra t ion to America, in which they were 
encouraged by agen t s of t he Amer ican colonies. Af te r 1715 the 
immigra t ion became very extensive, t he chief port of ar r iva l 
be ing New Castle, on t he Delaware, below Phi ladelphia . 

" T h e Scotch-Ir ish be ing citizens of t h e Brit ish realm the i r 
arr ival is not a ma t t e r of record l ike t ha t of t he Germans, Swiss, 
Dutch , etc., who are des ignated as fore igners in the Colonial 
records, and were required to subscr ibe to an oatli of al legiance 
upon arr ival , besides a subsequen t natural izat ion. Hence i t 
follows t ha t ci t izens of t he realm are more difficult to ident i fy 
than foreigners by the his tor ian. O u r only recourse is in t a x l ists, 
land warrants , court records, etc. 

" I n the case of Pres ident McKin ley we have an und i spu ted 
record to h is great-grandfather, David McKinley . W e know tha t 
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he was a Revolu t ionary soldier, tha t he was born in York county, 
Pa., t ha t h e removed to Wes tmore land coun ty af ter the Revolu-
tion, and in 1814 to Ohio, where he died. In the cemetery of the 
Chatfield L u t h e r a n Church in Crawford county, Ohio, may be 
seen two modest g ran i te m a r k e r s with the following inscript ions • 
'Dav id McKinley , Revolut ionary soldier. Born, 1755 ; died, 1840 
and H a n n a h C. Rose, born 1757 5 died 1840.' 

" D a v i d McKin ley was t he fa ther of James , born September 
19, 1783, marr ied M a r y Rose, of Mercer county, Pa., and removed 
thence to Chatfield, where he purchased a farm, on which he died 
H e was the fa ther of Wi l l i am McKinley , Sr., born in 1807, and 
died m Canton, O., in 1892. T h e la t t e r was t h e f a the r of Presi-
dent McKinley . H a n n a h C. Rose, buried by the side of David 
McKinley , was the grea t -grandmother of the President . She was 
also the grea t -grandmother of former Mayor Rose, of Cleveland. 

R E C O R D S A T L A N C A S T E R A N D Y O R K . 

" Fo r the history of the family prior to David, the soldier, 
we m u s t rely on the cour thouse records at Lancas ter , and York 
Pa. F rom various documents and entr ies we t h i n k the evidence 
incontrovert ible tha t David McKin ley , the head of the clan 
McKin ley in America, landed at New Castle, and located in (now) 
Chanceford township, York county, Pa., in 1743. A t tha t t ime 
he was well a long in life. H e was accompanied by his wife, 
Es ther , and th ree sons, John , David, S tephen, and a daughter, ' 
Mary. T h e r e are f requent references to these sons i n the county 
archives. 

" T h e immig ran t was a weaver by trade, but, l ike all t h r i f t y 
ar t i sans of t h a t day, he secured a good homestead. I t is possible, 
bu t not probable, t h a t he arrived in the province earl ier t h a n 
1743, but in th is year h is name first appears on the records in a 
war ran t for 316 acres of land on a beau t i fu l elevation overlooking 
the S u s q u e h a n n a r iver in the distance. 

" T h a t h e was a man of en te rpr i se is shown in the fact t ha t 
in 1749 he circulated a petition for a publ ic h ighway, which he 
also presented to court. T h e following yea r h e was made super-



S E C O N D G E N E R A T I O N C O M E S I N T O V I E W . 

" T h i s leads u s to t he consideration of t he second generat ion, 
viz., J o h n McKinley , eldest son of t he immigran t . Before enter-
i n g upou details we he re throw out the precaut ionary s ta tement 
t h a t the names M c K i n l e y and McGinley are both contemporane-
ous and in te rchangeable in our ear ly records, owing to t he care-
lessness of scribes. T h e y were, however, separate famil ies in 
York county. T h e McGin leys proper came from J a m e s McGin-
ley, who died in York county in 1755, leaving an only son, John . 
N o re la t ionship is known to have exis ted between the families, 
a l though remotely it m i g h t have been t he case. T h e Pres ident ' s 
ancestors, so far as we have ascertained, a lways wrote the i r name 
as now. 

" R e s u m i n g our nar ra t ive of t he McKin ley s, John , son of t he 
immigran t , was born about 1728, and in h is day was one of t he 
foremost men of York county . H e became a l a rge land owner and 
f requent ly figures in impor tan t bus iness t ransact ions . W h e n 
hosti l i t ies b roke out wi th t he mother count ry he s t anch ly sup-
ported t he Revolut ion and was made wagon mas ter for Chanceford 
townsh ip by t he Commit tee of Safe ty . H e died on his es ta tes 
F e b r u a r y 18, 1779, be ing survived by his widow, Margare t , an 
only son, David, g rea t -g randfa ther of the President , and daugh te r s 
Es ther , J ean , El izabeth and Susan . T h e widow subsequen t ly 
marr ied T h o m a s McCulloch. She died in t he winter of 1781. 

62 A MAN OF HONOR AND INTEGRITY. 
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visor, and doubtless had t he t a sk imposed on himself to engineei 
h is road to completion. H i s n a m e occurs f requent ly in the most 
honorable way, showing h im to have been a man of u n u s u a l 
probi ty and wor th as a citizen. 

" David McKinley , t he immigran t , died in tes ta te in 1757, 
l eav ing his wife and chi ldren as a l ready named. H i s d a u g h t e r 
was in te rmarr ied with Samue l Gordon. T h e se t t lement of the 
es ta te shows personal p roper ty to t he value of of £ 2 2 0 , or $1,100, 
besides t he plantat ion, which was divided. La te r , however, t he 
son J o h n (who, with h is mother , was t he executor) purchased t he 
ent i re estate. 

A MAN OF HONOR AND INTEGRITY, 63 

T h i s leads us down to David McKinley , g randson of t he 
immigran t and grea t -g randfa ther of t he Pres ident . H e was born 
on the old homestead in Chanceford township, May 16, 1755. In 
1776 he enlisted in Captaiu Reed 's Company of F e r r y m e n in the 
war of the Revolut ion. T h i s was t he the Seventh Company of 
the E i g h t h Battal ion of York county mili t ia. T h e mil i t iamen, it 
should be remembered, were called out in emergencies and were 
drafted in sections for active service m a k i n g what were then 
called tours of service. I u th is way near ly all the mil i t ia of Penn-
sylvania saw m a n y tours of service, much hard fighting and the 
most peri lous k ind of mi l i t a ry life. 

" T h e local h i s to r ians of York Coun ty had been in corre-
spondence with t he Pres ident respect ing h is York Coun ty antece-
dents . H e had expressed h imse l f as much gratif ied by the i r 
researches and interes t in h is ancestry, and f a i t h fu l l y promised, 
at an opportune time, to visit the scenes of his ancestral abode. 
Several dates for the proposed visit were pa r t ly agreed upon, and 
g rea t preparat ions for the visit were in prospect when the 
critical events preceding the ou tbreak of t he Span ish W a r com-
pelled successive postponements of the visit. 

1 ' A s a ma t t e r of in teres t we may add tha t a m u s t e r roll of the 
company of which his g rea t -grandfa ther was a member , and ever 
since the Revolut ion in the possession of the descendants of 
Colonel J o h n Hay , was some years ago presented to the Pres ident 
and received by h im with many expressions of de l ight and 
sat isfact ion." 



C H A P T E R III. 

Career of President McKinley—Raised to Rank of Captain 
and Brevet-Major in the Army—Romance of Early Life 
—Conspicuous Acts of Legislation During His Adminis-
tration as President. 

A S S O C I A T E D with t he glorious names and memories of W a s h -
* * ington, Jefferson, Madison, - Monroe, Jackson, Lincoln and 
Gran t as a m a n twice chosen in succession b y the people to be t he 
Chief Magis t ra te of t h e nation, at one of the great epochs in i ts 
history, t he Amer ican who died at Buffialo September 14, had not 
yet completed t he even threescore years of life, t h o u g h in the fifty-
eight years a l lo tedto h i m in pr ivate life and in public place, h e had 
r u n the whole g a m u t of h u m a n experience,-nobly acqui t t ing himself 
in each s tage in a way tha t gave visible embodiment to American 
ideals and splendid t radi t ions of t h ings accomplished in all t ha t 
he set h is h a n d s to do. 

As a s tudious boy and gall n i t soldier ; t hen in private l ife an 
able lawyer skilled in h is profession ; a public m a n whose re-elec-
tion seven t imes in succession to Congress represented t he confi-
dence and u n e r r i n g belief of h is own neighbors ; as Governor 
and then as President , t he broad patriotic s ta tesman whose policies 
commanded regard at home and respect abroad, the boy born at 
Niles, O., on J a n u a r y 29, 1843, represented in h i s s t rugg le s and 
successes the typical Amer ican in a Republ ic which is oppor tuni ty 
for t he humbles t . 

No Pres ident came of bet ter stock, and i t was to the sturdi-
ness of f rame and mind, and not to the mere accidents of b i r th or 
position, t ha t made Wi l l i am McKin ley a marked figure, whe the r 
as a boy of eighteen, serv ing the Union on t he field of bat t le or as 
a Pres ident at fifty-three, p l a n n i n g policies t ha t made it a nat ion 
h i g h in the world's councils. T h e ancestors of the la tes t 
Pres ident of the Uni ted Sta tes were Covenanters in Scotland^ 
Jacobites in Ireland, Revolut ionary heroes in America—men who 
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fought and prayed and loved f reedom; men on whose grave, stead-
fast na tures t he world's opposition wrough t about the same im-
pression as does the wave on t he rock. O n his mo the r s s i d^ 
M r McKin ley was descended from a race which h a s contr ibuted 
moral and menta l fiber to the American race equal ly wi th t he 
Scotch-Ir ish—the Teutonic . 

T h e first McKin ley in the new world sett led nea r York, Pa., 
and David McKinley , t he Pres ident ' s grea t -grandfa ther , was one 
of those who sp rang to a rms a t t he summons of 76. H e was 
among the first " e x p a n s i o n i s t s " of th i s c o u n t r y - m o v i n g his 
family, l ike so m a n y other Revolut ionary ve terans a f t e r p e a c e 

with E n g l a n d had been declared, to the t h e n " c o n t i n u o u s wilds 
of Ohio, and there he lp ing to found a State. 

S T R U G G L E T O G A I N A N E D U C A T I O N . 

T h e patr iot 's grandson, Wi l l i am McKin ley , Sr. , was one of 
the pioneers in t he iron indus t ry a t Ni les , O., which h e estab-
lished at Fairfield, O., in 1827, when h e was twen ty years old, and 
the husband of N a n c y Campbell Allison, t h e n a y o u n g woman of 
eighteen W h e n the elder McKin leys moved to Niles i t cannot 
be said t ha t t he i ronmaster ' s home represented a n y t h i n g more 
than the f rugal , t h r i f t y households of t he ne ighbor ing farmers. 
T h e iron indus t ry in t he '30s in ru ra l Ohio h a d none of t he 
re turn for labor or capital t ha t are common to-day. 

So the early years of t he twent ie th Pres ident of t he United 
States,if no t spen t exact ly in poverty, a t least represented tha t s t rug-
gle to gain an education and position and home comforts tha t made 
the American character and the American spir i t one of ceaseless 
e n d e a v o r and un res t ing ambitions. T h e seventh son m a family 
of nine as a small child had, therefore, none of t he su r round ings 
that are supposed to weaken one for t he conflicts of life. O n the 
contrary, f rom the very first there was every th ing to m u r e one to 
hardsh ip and to sugges t with peculiar force the American^idea 
tha t every one had his f u t u r e in h is own h a n d s m his own f o r t s . 

I s was na tu ra l in the W e s t e r n Reserve, the elder McKinleys 
h a d t he pioneers' passion for education, and by t he t ime Wi l l i am 



had gone for a few years to t he public school at Ni les h is parents 
decided to remove to Poland, in Mahon ing County, where t he 
educational opportuni t ies were better. I n leaving Ni les t he 
McKinleys departed a locality famous as the bir thplace of celeb-
rities. Less t h a n one hund red miles away, at Lancaster , t he 
two Shermans , soldier and Senator, were born and r a i sed ; t h i r t y 
miles away, a t Cuyahoga, Pres ident Garfield, t he second mar ty r , 
first saw the l i g h t ; i n Delaware, not far distant, was born another 
President, Ru the r fo rd B. Hayes . 

Poland was a New E n g l a n d town in every sense bu t a geo-
graphical one. T h e New E n g l a n d spirit of discussion, of ambi-
tion, of rel igious fervor and in tense political feeling, actuated the 
democratic l i t t le colony, whose r ichest man could not draw his 
check for $10,000. No doubt, t h i s p l u n g e into an a tmosphere 
of pugnacious denominat ional ism, b i t ter pro- and anti-slavery 
debate, t emperance agi ta t ion and discussion of t he new s ta r t l ing 
doctrine of woman 's rights—inculcated by Lucre t ia Mott t h r o u g h 
t he s t rong Quake r e lement in the town—was a s t rong factor in 
y o u n g McKin ley ' s development. H e jo ined in every th ing bu t 
play, for which h e evinced indifference when a book was to be had. 
H e joined, at t he age of s ixteen, t h e Methodist Church , of which 
he always remained a s t aunch member. 

O W E D M U C H T O H I S M O T H E R . 

T h o u g h h e did not follow he r specific l ean ings in the ma t t e r 
of sect, it was f rom his mother t ha t he absorbed his rel igious 
inspirat ions, and he was nearer to he r in t ra i ts and character t h a n 
to h is father . H e resembled he r s t rongly in face, in m a n n e r and 
in m a n y menta l peculiarities. S h e was an All ison, of Scotch 
Covenanter stock. T h e r e were All isons among the vict ims of 
Claverhouse 's dragoons, and there were o ther All isons who, af ter 
long impr i sonment for conscience sake, lef t the i r homes in the 
Lowlands and sought rel igious freedom in the American colonies. 

N a n c y All ison had t he characterist ics of he r race, and he r 
life in Ohio developed h e r na tu ra l gi f ts of management , t h r i f t 
and earnestness. She was profoundly religious, and at the same 

t ime in tense ly practical. She impar ted t he s t amp of he r vigorous 
character to all h e r offspring. T h e r e was no black sheep in h e r 
flock. T h e chi ldren grew u p to be serious, competent , indepen-
dent men and women, and t he Pres ident was bu t typical of t h e 
stock. 

E A R N E S T A N D S U C C E S S F U L S T U D E N T . 

H i s ear ly education was received at t h e Poland Academy, 
where t he children of t he well-to-do, a l t hough th is mean t very 
litt le in those days, were s e n t I t was meagre enough, and to 
keep h im there was not accomplished wi thout sacrifice on h is 
par t as well as the family 's . However, by s t u d y i n g and teach ing 
others as well as himself , and h a v i n g t he bar in view, h e was 
able, in i860, to en ter t he j u n i o r class at A l l e g h e n y College, at 
Meadville, Pa., at seventeen, h a v i n g earned h i s mat r icu la t ion 
fees b y teach ing in ne ighbor ing vi l lage schools. H e r e h e 
plunged into s t udy with such s tern earnes tness t ha t h is hea l th 
broke down before h e h a d completed h i s first year ' s course. 
Re turn ing , he found t he family in financial strai ts , owing to 
his f a the r ' s fa i lure in business. So far from finishing his educa-
tion, it became h i s d u t y to h e l p provide for the family, and 
he m a n f u l l y under took it, accepting a position as teacher at $25 
a month, and l a t e r became a clerk in t he Poland post office, h is 
first s l ight touch with t he Federal Government to whose defense 
he was to fly n e x t year and in whose broader service h e was to 
lead a nat ion of 76,000,000 a genera t ion later . 

In h is s tudy yea r s McKin ley was ve ry fond of mathemat ics , 
bu t for La t in h e cared little, a l though h e always passed h is 
examinat ions creditably. In t he colleges and academies at t ha t 
t ime mathemat ics , g r a m m a r and t he dead l anguages const i tuted 
pre t ty much the whole stock of ins t ruct ion. H e showed no fond-
ness for the debates of t he l i t e ra ry societies or the orations of t he 
regu la r Sa tu rday school exercises, bu t h e was known as a good 
essay writer and was a forceful reasoner r a the r t h a n a mere 
rhetorician. But h e was not destined to remain the vi l lage school-
mas t e r long, for t he " i r repress ib le confl ic t" soon became a fact 
and on J u n e 11, 1861, Wil l iam McKin ley became a private m 
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Poland was a New E n g l a n d town in every sense bu t a geo-
graphical one. T h e New E n g l a n d spirit of discussion, of ambi-
tion, of rel igious fervor and in tense political feeling, actuated the 
democratic l i t t le colony, whose r ichest man could not draw his 
check for $10,000. No doubt, t h i s p l u n g e into an a tmosphere 
of pugnacious denominat ional ism, b i t ter pro- and anti-slavery 
debate, t emperance agi ta t ion and discussion of t he new s ta r t l ing 
doctrine of woman 's rights—inculcated by Lucre t ia Mott t h r o u g h 
t he s t rong Quake r e lement in the town—was a s t rong factor in 
y o u n g McKin ley ' s development. H e jo ined in every th ing bu t 
play, for which h e evinced indifference wlien a book was to be had. 
H e joined, at t he age of s ixteen, t h e Methodist Church , of which 
he always remained a s t aunch member. 

O W E D M U C H T O H I S M O T H E R . 

T h o u g h h e did not follow he r specific l ean ings in the ma t t e r 
of sect, it was f rom his mother t ha t he absorbed his rel igious 
inspirat ions, and he was nearer to he r in t ra i ts and character t h a n 
to h is father . H e resembled he r s t rongly in face, in m a n n e r and 
in m a n y menta l peculiarities. S h e was an All ison, of Scotch 
Covenanter stock. T h e r e were All isons among the vict ims of 
Claverhouse 's dragoons, and there were o ther All isons who, af ter 
long impr i sonment for conscience sake, lef t the i r homes in the 
Lowlands and sought rel igious freedom in the American colonies. 

N a n c y All ison had t he characterist ics of he r race, and he r 
life in Ohio developed h e r na tu ra l gi f ts of management , t h r i f t 
and earnestness. She was profoundly religious, and at the same 

t ime in tense ly practical. She impar ted t he s t amp of he r vigorous 
character to all h e r offspring. T h e r e was no black sheep in h e r 
flock. T h e chi ldren grew u p to be serious, competent , indepen-
dent men and women, and t he Pres ident was bu t typical of t h e 
stock. 

E A R N E S T A N D S U C C E S S F U L S T U D E N T . 

H i s ear ly education was received at t h e Poland Academy, 
where t he children of t he well-to-do, a l t hough th is mean t very 
litt le in those days, were s e n t I t was meagre enough, and to 
keep h im there was not accomplished wi thout sacrifice on h is 
par t as well as the family 's . However, by s t u d y i n g and teach ing 
others as well as himself , and h a v i n g t he bar in view, h e was 
able, in i860, to en ter t he j u n i o r class at A l l e g h e n y College, at 
Meadville, Pa., at seventeen, h a v i n g earned h i s mat r icu la t ion 
fees b y teach ing in ne ighbor ing vi l lage schools. H e r e h e 
plunged into s t udy with such s tern earnes tness t ha t h is hea l th 
broke down before h e h a d completed h i s first year ' s course. 
Re turn ing , he found t he family in financial strai ts , owing to 
his f a the r ' s fa i lure in business. So far from finishing his educa-
tion, it became h i s d u t y to h e l p provide for the family, and 
he m a n f u l l y under took it, accepting a position as teacher at $25 
a month, and l a t e r became a clerk in t he Poland post office, h is 
first s l ight touch with t he Federal Government to whose defense 
he was to fly n e x t year and in whose broader service h e was to 
lead a nat ion of 76,000,000 a genera t ion later . 

In h is s tudy yea r s McKin ley was ve ry fond of mathemat ics , 
bu t for La t in h e cared little, a l though h e always passed h is 
examinat ions creditably. In t he colleges and academies at t ha t 
t ime mathemat ics , g r a m m a r and t he dead l anguages const i tuted 
pre t ty much the whole stock of ins t ruct ion. H e showed no fond-
ness for the debates of t he l i t e ra ry societies or the orations of t he 
regu la r Sa tu rday school exercises, bu t h e was known as a good 
essay writer and was a forceful reasoner r a the r t h a n a mere 
rhetorician. But h e was not destined to remain the vi l lage school-
mas t e r long, for t he " i r repress ib le confl ic t" soon became a fact 
and on J u n e 11, 1861, Wil l iam McKin ley became a private m 



Company E, of t he Twenty- th i rd Ohio Volunteer In fan t ry . T h e 
Twenty- th i rd Ohio was mustered into service by General F r e m o n t 
in June , 1861. Wi l l i am S. Rosecrans was i ts first colonel and the 
f u t u r e Pres ident H a y e s i ts first major , and S tan ley Matthews, 
af terward Uni ted States Sena tor and Jus t ice of t he Sup reme Court , 
i ts first l ieutenant-colonel. 

W i t h the Twenty- th i rd Ohio y o u n g McKin ley saw some of 
the hardest fighting of the Civil W a r , and gained a dis t inguished 
record with which every one is famil iar . U n d e r McClel lan h e 
served in the K a n a w h a campaign, to which W e s t Vi rg in ia owes 
its existence as a separate State. H i s first commission, t ha t of 
l ieutenant , came to h i m af ter t he bat t le of Ant ie tam, du r ing 
which, in h is character of commissary, he imposed on himself the 
task, which to a more self-seeking na tu re would have been dis-
tas teful , of cooking ra t ions for t he more for tuna te comrades who 
were fighting at t he front , bu t i t is a m a t t e r of record t ha t y o u n g 
McKin ley did not s tay in t he rear, bu t served his fellows with 
coffee and rat ions on t he firiug l ine itself. 

ON S T A F F O F G E N E R A L H A Y E S . 

T h i s seemed to h im so simple and na tu ra l a t h i n g to do, i t 
was bu t h is duty , t ha t he was much surpr ised to receive a com-
mission a few days later, on a recommendat ion signed by General 
Hayes , who spoke in t he h ighes t esteem of h im and made h im a 
member of h is staff, a first l i eu tenancy coming a few mon ths 
later, on F e b r u a r y 7, 1863, while h is captaincy was won on J u l y 
25, 1864, for ga l lan t ry a t t he bat t le of Kerns town, near Win-
chester, Va. 

H i s career kept on be ing onward and upward. H e served on 
the staffs of General George Cook and General Winsf ie ld S. Han-
cock voted for Lincoln in t he field, and, in 1865, was assigned as 
Ac t ing Ass is tant A d j u t a n t General on t he staff of General Samuel 
S Carroll, commanding t he veteran reserve corps at Wash ing ton 
and it was while h e was in W a s h i n g t o n t ha t he was commissioned 
by Pres ident Lincoln as Major by brevet in t he Volunteer Uni ted 
S ta tes A r m y " f o r ga l lan t and meritorious services at t he ba t t les 

' of Opequan, Cedar Creek and Fisher5 9 Hi l l . " A t Cedar Creek, 
General Sheridan, on h is way to Winches t e r had noticed him, a 
boy of 2 i ra l ly ing the demoralized troops with the in t repidi ty 
of a seasoned soldier and the au thor i ty of a man. H e remained with 
the reg iment unt i l it was mustered out, and some idea of h is gr i t 
and consti tution is given when it is known tha t d u r i n g all h is 
four years ' service he had never been absent once f rom his com-
mand on sick leave. 

Some idea of the impression t he f u t u r e Pres ident made on 
his associates d u r i n g h is mil i tary career is given in the words of 
Pres ident Hayes , who, on one occasion, in t a l k i n g of McKin ley ' s 
splendid characteristics, said : 

T R I B U T E F R O M P R E S I D E N T H A Y E S . 

" W h e n I first made his acquaintance h e was a boy j u s t past 
the age of eighteen. He, with me, entered ou a new, s t range 
life, a soldier 's l ife in t he t ime of actual war. I t was soon found 
t ha t h e had u n u s u a l character for t he business of war. Y o u n g as 
h e was, we soon found him, in executive abili ty, a m a n of u n u s u a l 
and unsurpassed capacity. W h e n bat t les were fough t or service 
was to be performed in warl ike *hmgs he a lways took h i s place. 
T h e n igh t was never too dark, t he weather never too cold for 
prompt and efficient performance of h is du ty . W h e n I became 

- commander of the reg iment he soon came to me on m y staff, and I 
learned to know h im l ike a book and love h im l ike a brother. H e 
na tu ra l ly progressed, for h is t a len t and capacity could not be 
unknown. 

" T h e bloodiest day of the war, t he day on which more men 
were kil led and wounded t h a n on any other day of t he war, was 
the seventeenth of September, 1862, in the bat t le of Ant ie tam. 
T h a t bat t le began at d a y l i g h t W i t h o u t breakfast , wi thout coffee, 
the men went into t he fight and cont inued unt i l a f ter the s u n went 
down. E a r l y in t he af ternoon t h e y were famished and th i r s ty . 
T h e commissary depar tment of t he br igade was under Sergeant 
McKinley ' s adminis t ra t ion and a bet ter c h o i c e could not have been 
made, for when the issue came he performed a notable deed of 



dar ing at tlie crisis of t he battle, when it was uncer ta in which way 
victory would tu rn . Fo r fitting u p two wagons with necessary 
supplies h e drove them th rough a storm of shel ls and bul le ts to 
the assistance of h is h u n g r y and th i r s ty fellow soldiers. 

" T h e mules of one wagon were disabled, bu t McKin ley 
drove the o ther safely t h r o u g h and was received wi th hea r ty 
cheers, and from his h a n d s every man in t he reg iment was served 
with hot coffee and warm meats, a t h i n g t h a t h a d never occurred 
under similar c i rcumstances in a n y other a rmy in t he world. 
H e passed under t he fire and delivered wi th h is own h a n d s those 
t h i n g s so essential for t he men for whom h e was laboring.1 ' 

P R O M P T T O A C T I N E M E R G E N C I E S . 

W h e n , in l a te r years, Ma jo r McKin ley ' s quali t ies as a 
manage r of impor tan t unde r t ak ings were called into quest ion 
by somebody, t he reply was made by one fami l iar wi th h i s 
record : " A man, who, before h e had a t ta ined t he age of twenty-
one, kept u p the suppl ies of the a rmy for General Crook in active 
service in t he field is not l ack ing in business abi l i ty ." T h a t 
h is action in an emergency and under g rea t s t ress of circum-
stances is prompt and wise is shown by an incident occurr ing 
d u r i n g She r idan ' s great bat t le at Opequan, when Capta in Mc-
Kinley, an aid-de-camp on the staff of General Sher idan, b rough t 
a verbal order to General Duval , commanding t he second division, 
to move his command quickly to a position on t he right of the 
S ix th Corps, t he F i r s t Division hav ing previously been ordered 
to t ha t position. 

Genera l Duval , on receiving t he order, a s k e d : " B y wha t 
route shal l I move m y command? " 

Capta in McKinley , knowing no more about t he count ry t h a n 
did General Duval , and without definite orders, replied : " I would 
move u p th i s creek." 

Genera l Duval rep l ied : " I will not budge wi thout definite 
orders ." 

I n reply Capta in McKin ley s a i d : " T h i s is a t ime of grea t 
emergency, genera l . I order you, by command of Genera l 

Crook, to move your command u p th i s ravine to a position on 
t h e right of t h e a r m y . " 

General Duval obeyed and moved on the route indicated by 
t he y o u n g aid-de-camp, at ta ined t he position, charged t he enemy 
and drove them in confusion from the i r works, as t he resul t of the 
responsibili ty t aken b y Capta in McKin ley in th is critical m o m e n t 

Of h is personal courage in battle, a his tor ian wr i t ing of the 
t a t t l e of Kernstown, near Winches ter , of J u l y 24, 1864, says : 
" W h e n it became necessary to fall back, i t was discovered t ha t 
one of the reg iments was still at t he point where it was posted a t 
the beg inn ing of the battle. General Hayes , t u r n i n g to L ieu tenan t 
McKinley, directed h im to go and b r ing away th is reg iment if i t 
had not already fallen back. McKin ley tu rned his horse, and, 
keen ly spu r r i ng it, pushed at a forced gal lop obliquely toward the 
advancing enemy. A sad look came over General H a y e s ' s face, as 
he saw th is ga l lan t you th push rapidly forward to almost cer-
tain death. None of u s expected to see h im again as we watched 
him push his horse t h r o u g h the open fields, over fences, over 
ditches, while a well-directed fire from the enemy was pour ing 
upon him, with shel ls exploding around, about and over h im. 

M A S T E R L Y C O U R A G E I N D A N G E R . 

" O n c e he was completely enveloped in the smoke of an 
exploding shell, and we t h o u g h t he had gone down, bu t out 01 
th is smoke emerged a wiry l i t t le brown horse with McKin ley sti l l 
firmly seated, as erect as a hussar . H e reached the reg iment and 
gave t he order to fall back. T h e colonel in reply said : ' I am 
ready to go wherever you shal l lead, but, l ieutenant , I believe I 
ough t to give these fellows a volley or two before I go.' McKin-
ley 's reply was : ' T h e n u p and at t hem as quick ly as possible,' 
and on orders t he reg iment arose, gave t he enemy a c rush ing vol-
ley, followed with a r a t t l ing fire, and then slowly retreated under 
McKin ley ' s lead toward Winches ter . 

" As McKin ley drew u p by the side of H a y e s af ter b r ing ing 
the regiment to the brigade, General H a y e s said : ' McKinley , I 
never expected to see you in life again . ' " 



According to t he official roster of t he Twenty- th i rd Ohio the 
fu l l l is t of the engagements in which McKin ley took par t run as 
follows : Carn i fex Fer ry , September 10, 1861 ; C la rk ' s Hollow. 
M a y 1, 1862 ; Princeton, W. Va., May 15, 1862 ; South Mountain, 
Md., September 14, 1862 ; Antietam, September 17, 1862 ; Cloyd's 
Mounta in , Va., May 9, 1864 ; New River Bridge, Va., May 10, 
1864; Buffalo Gap, W . Va., J u n e 6, 1864 ; Lexington , W. Va., 
June , 10, 1864; Buchanan, W . Va., J u n e 14, 1864 ; Ot ter Creek, 
Va., J u n e 16, 1864 ; Buford 's Gap, Va., J u l y 21, 1864 ; Winches ter , 
Va., J u l y 24, 1864 ; Berryville, Va., September 3, 1864 ; Opequan, 
Va.[ September 19, 1864; F i she r ' s Hil l , V a , September 22, 1864 ; 
Cedar Creek, Va., October 10, 1864. 

D E S T I N E D T O E N T E R P U B L I C L I F E . 

Afte r be ing mus te red out and res i s t ing an inclination to join 
the regu la r army, y o u n g McKin ley studied law in the office of 
Char les E. (af terward Judge) Glidden, and at tended lectures at t he 
Albany Law School. I n 1867 he was admit ted to t he Bar. At tha t 
moment in American his tory , above all others, to be a lawyer was 
inevi tably to enter public life. T h o s e about h im inst inct ively saw 
tha t among men who could dream here was a man who could exe-
cute. Poland, a mere vi l lage of some few hund red people, was 
pla inly not the place for the " r i s i n g " y o u n g lawyer, and ac t ing 
on h i s own convictions and t he advice of his elder sister, Annie, a 
teacher who had helped h im before when money affairs became 
t ightened, in 1867 h e moved to Canton, t hen a flourishing town, 
h i s f a the r and mother following him. 

T h e wisdom of the choice now became apparent . Canton was 
a lively town, t he center of a region t ha t was m a k i n g rapid ad-
vances t h r o u g h its m a n u f a c t u r i n g interests , and, moreover, it gave 
h is energies the needed political outlet, for almost immediately 
af ter his admission as a lawyer and his removal to the l a rger field 
of Canton for practice came the Ohio gubernator ia l campaign of 
1867, whose most bi t ter ly contested feature was a consti tutional 
amendment conceding negro suffrage. In defense of the rights of 
the colored man McKin ley made his first political speech, and the 

Republ icans carried the election a l t hough t he amendmen t itself 
was lost. 

By this t ime he had begun to feel at home in h is profession, 
and his success before his ne ighbors was such t ha t in 1869, 
a l though S t a r k County was usua l ly Democratic, he was elected 
to h is first public office as prosecut ing at torney, and from tha t 
t ime on unt i l he was elected President , in 1896, Major McKin ley 
never lost h is hold on public life or t he affections of the people, 
first of his county, then of h is district, t hen of h is S ta te and then 
of t he country. T h e methods followed in 1869 in h i s campaign 
were those of h is af ter life. H e was assiduous in h is campaign-
ing and persuasive, not antagonist ic, in h is a rguments . 

A R E M A R K A B L E S P E E C H . 

Men who heard his first speech say tha t it was s t rong and 
logical, and insis t tha t they then foresaw a great career in public 
life for the y o u n g lawyer. However t ha t may have been, it is 
certain tha t McKin ley was at once welcomed by the Republ ican 
county leaders as a valuable recruit , and was given numerous 
appointments in tha t campaign, and in t he President ial campaign 
of 1868, to speak at town hal l s and schoolhouses t h roughou t t he 
county, and so, when his own campaign of 1869 came along, he 
was not without political experience. 

I t was while he was prosecut ing a t torney tha t t he romance 
of family life, which had h i ther to been left by h im chiefly as a 
loved and loving son, took a new tu rn , and the cour tship and 
marr iage of Miss Ida Sax ton made h im the devoted husband 
whose later sacrifices for a beloved wife consecrated the marr iage 
tie and the devotion of a l i fet ime before his people as has been 
the case with few men in public life. I t is said fciie cour tship of 
the at torney of twenty-eight was very characterist ic. H e was a 
Methodist Sunday-school teacher, and Miss Sax ton conducted a 
Bible class in a Presbyter ian Church . A t a certain street corner 
each Sunday they met, and used to chat about the i r work. Fo r 
months th is continued ; t hen one af ternoon h e said to he r r " T h i s 
separation each S u n d a y I don' t l ike at a l l—you going one way 



and I another . Suppose af ter th i s we always go t he same way, 
what do you t h i n k ? " 

" I t h i n k so, too," was t he quick reply. 
Mrs. McKinley , or r a the r Miss Saxton, had been qui te t he 

belle of Canton. S h e was a g r anddaugh t e r of t he veteran Ohio 
journal is t , J o h n Saxton, and a d a u g h t e r of J a m e s A. Saxton, a 
banker , capitalist and m a n of affairs. Miss Sax ton had, therefore, 
u n u s u a l opportuni t ies for Canton. She was well educated and 
af ter he r graduat ion f rom Brook H a l l Seminary , a t Media, Pa., 
t he fa ther sent he r to Europe with he r sister to give he r a broader 
view of t he world and fit h e r for t he earnes t dut ies of life. T h e 
older sister had marr ied and gone to Cleveland to live and the 
fa ther hoped t h a t Ida would form no early love a t tachment and 
would remain in h is home to b r igh ten h i s life. 

G I R L S S H O U L D B E T A U G H T I N D E P E N D E N C E . 

I t is said t h a t h e systematical ly discouraged t he addresses of 
all y o u n g men and t ha t for the purpose of g iv ing his daugh te r a 
serious bent h e persuaded her on her r e t u r n f rom the foreign tour 
to go into h i s b a n k as h i s assistant. T h e r e Ida was instal led as 
cashier. H e had won a comfortable fortune, bu t h i s theory about 
gir is was t ha t t h e y should be t a u g h t a bus iness t ha t would make 
them independent of mar r iage and enable them to be self-support-
ing in case the pa ren t s should leave Ithem without sufficient 

proper ty for thei r support . 
Bu t t he s ta lwar t y o u n g lawyer had h i s way, t he fa ther con-

sented and the marriage, which took place on J a n u a r y 25, 1871, was 
a happy one, bu t t he ear ly loss of t he two ch i ldren t ha t came to 
bless it, one in 1871 and t he o ther in 1873, followed by the life-
long invalidism of his wife, was one of the ear ly crosses t ha t only 
seemed to give greater firmness to the character, grea ter k indness 
to the hear t . For five years he took u p t he dut ies of private life 
and became one of t he best campaigners of t he State, he h imsel f 
holding no office, bu t i t was then t ha t in d iscuss ing public ques-
tions h e began to concentrate h i s a t tent ion on what h e believed to 
be the most impor tan t of nat ional problems, t he tariff. 

Born and bred in a m a n u f a c t u r i n g town, h e had felt the pulse 
of industr ia l prosperity, noted how it flagged or quickened accord-
ing as the depress ing influence of cheap foreign competition was 
applied or removed. T h e inexorable logic of idle workmen, fire-
less hea r th s and h u n g r y children, forced h im to take a position 
from which h e never deviated, and it came to be understood t ha t 
" Protection for American indust r ies and McKin ley " were synony-
mous terms. 

In 1876 h e stepped from the local platform on the wider 
rostrum of Congressional life. H e had long familiarized himself 
with the conditions in t he E igh t een th Ohio District and his first 
campaign in t he year when his ne ighbor and friend, General 
Hayes, became President , was one t ha t presented few difficulties 
for himself. H e won by a handsome major i ty , and despite all the 
changes of form in h is district, it h av ing been ger rymandered a 
number of t imes, he was re-elected seven consecutive times, 
though it is t r u e h is ma jo r i ty in one case, t he campaign of 1882, 
was only 8. I t was af ter th i s t ha t all h is nominat ions were by 
acclamation. 

F I R S T S P E E C H IN T H E H O U S E . 

His first speech before Congress was in opposition to Fe rnando 
Wood's non-protective bill, introduced into t he House in 1878. 
Natural ly , active and s t rong opposition was aroused by so able 
and uncompromising a foe to f ree t rade and the remedy of 
ger rymander ing was resorted to. I n 1878 the re was a re-arrange-
ment of his Congressional district, which placed S t a r k Coun ty 
in safely opposition company. General Aqui la Wiley, a popular 
man, with a br i l l iant war record, was nominated aga ins t him. 
Tha t McKinley ' s force dominated someth ing more t h a n districts 
was shown by the fact tha t , despite the ge r rymande r ing , he was 
returned with 15,489 votes aga ins t 14,255 for Wiley. On his 
return to Congress he became more and more a foe to the fiscal 
policy of his opponents and his h i g h value to h is pa r ty was 
recognized when he succeeded Garfield as a member of t he W a y s 
and Means Committee in 1881, t hus becoming one of " P i g - I r o n " 
Kelley's chief l ieutenants . 



Again and again efforts to defeat h im failed, and his a t tacks 
in the Honse on t he " M o r r i s o n T a r i f f " in 1884 gave h im a 
n a t i o n a l reputat ion, and his leadership in the tariff debate was 
c o n t i n u e d by h is fight aga ins t the " M i l l s B i l l " in 1 8 8 8 , as t he 
head of t he Republ ican minori ty. I t was in th is year (1888) t ha t 
he was elected to Congress for t he seventh consecutive, but, as i t 
proved, las t time, and i t was in th is year also t ha t the first sugges-
t ion of h is n a m e for t he Pres idency was made. 

I t was t h e Chicago convention t ha t nominated Harr ison. 
T h e delegates, convinced t ha t She rman was a political impossibility, 
s tar ted a&stampede for McKinley , which was only quelled by the 
emphat ic refusal of t he Ohio s ta tesman to be t ray t he const i tuency 
who had sent h im to t he convention to nominate Sherman . 
Memorable in t he h is tory of political campa ign ing are the words 
with which h e concluded a speech in which gracious appreciation 
of an honor was finally mingled with earnest recall to a d u t y : I 
demand tha t no delegate who would not cast reflection upon me 
shal l vote for me." 

G A I N E D T H E GOOD W I L L O F A L L . 

I t was such s ter l ing political qualit ies as these t ha t gave the 
s ta tesman a hold on all who came in contact wi th h im m any way. 
Even t s were moving fast to make h im a nat ional figure. I n Con-
gress for the las t t ime, t he death of Wil l iam D. Kel ly, in J a n u a r y , 
1890 made McKin ley t he Cha i rman of the W a y s and Means 
Committee and leader of h i s par ty in t he House . H e was not 
unprepared for such a position, as h is first speech m Congress 
had been on the tariff issue, and since 1881 his whole a t tent ion 
had been devoted to a s t udy of the subject , so tha t h e was the 
mas ter of the fact and theory. D u r i n g these years of debate 
h e had won from fr iends and opponents a reputa t ion as a s ingu-
lar ly clear and logical debator, who had a great ta lent for mar-
sha l ing facts in order l ike a co lumn of troops, and t h r e w m g them 
aga ins t t he vital point in a controversy. 

H e had a pleasing voice of good, s t rong qual i ty , h e never 
rambled, h e told no anecdotes, h e indu lged in no sophomoric 

flights of oratory ; he went s t ra ight to the marrow of h is theme 
by processes of a r g u m e n t and i l lus t ra t ion so clear, s imple and 
direct tha t he won respect and admirat ion from both sides of the 
House. One of h is leading opponents used to say tha t he had to 
brace himself men ta l ly not to be carried away by the s t rong 
undercurrent of McKin ley ' s i rresist ibly persuasive ta lk . 

As a resul t of these years of s t udy and experience h e laid 
before Congress and carried t h r o u g h two impor tan t measu ies— 
—the customs adminis t ra t ion bill and the famous M c K i n l e y tariff 
bill—the " McKin ley bill ," by vir tue of i ts eminence, the la t ter 
not only g iv ing h im fame with h is count rymen, but a notoriety 
in Europe of the most far-reaching character . T h e McKin ley bill 
became a law on October 6, 1890, and un fo r tuna t e ly on h is head 
and on his bill fell all the odium of the ha rd t imes which were 
due to o ther policies of o ther men, and as a resul t of a th i rd 
ge r rymander ing of his district and a reaction aga ins t h is pa r ty 
he was defeated for Congress in November, bu t not un t i l he had 
wrested three out of four counties of h is distr ict f rom the Demo-
crats and was beaten by only 302 votes, h a v i n g reduced the 
enemy's probable major i ty by 2800. 

P R O T E C T I O N T O A M E R I C A N H O M E S . 

T h e law of 1890 was enacted for the American people and 
the American home. W h a t e v e r mis takes were made in it were 
all made in favor of the occupations and t he firesides of the 
American people. I t didn ' t t ake away a s ingle day 's work from 
a solitary workingman. I t gave work and wages to all, such as 
they had never had before. It did it by es tab l i sh ing new and 
great industr ies in th is country, which increased the demand for 
the skil l and handiwork of our laborers everywhere. I t had no 
friends in Europe. I t gave the i r indus t r ies no s t imulus . I t gave 
no employment to their labor at the expense of our own. 

D u r i n g more than two years of t he adminis t ra t ion of Presi-
dent Harr ison, and down to i ts end, i t raised all the revenue 
necessary to pay the vast expendi tu res of t he Government , 
including t he interest on the public debt and the pensions. I t 
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never encroached upon the gold reserve, which in t h e pas t had 
always been sacredly preserved for t he redemption of ou t s t and ing 
paper obl igat ions of t he G o v e r n m e n t 

" D u r i n g all of i ts operations, down to t he change and reversal 
of i ts policy by t he election of 1892, no man can assert t ha t in t he 
indust r ies affected by it wages were too h igh , a l t hough t h e y were 
h ighe r t h a n ever before in th i s or any other country . If a n y 
such can be found, I beg t h a t t h e y be named. I cha l lenge the 
enemies of t he law of 1890 to name a s ingle indus t ry of t ha t 
kind. F u r t h e r , I assert t h a t in the indus t r ies affected by t h a t 
law, which t he law fostered, no American consumer suffered by 
the increased cost of any h o m e products t h a t he bought . H e 
never bough t t h e m so low before, nor did h e ever en joy t he 
benefit of so m u c h open, free, h o m e competit ion. Ne i t he r 
producer nor consumer, employer or employee, suffered by t ha t law. 

L A R G E S T V O T E E V E R C A S T F O R G O V E R N O R . 

W h a t t he people of Ohio t hough t of the mat te r was proved 
by the i r m a k i n g h im Governor t h e nex t year, he pol l ing t he 
larges t vote ever cast for Governor, and in 1893, when renomi-
nated to t ha t office, h i s p lura l i ty was t he la rges t ever given a 
guberna tor ia l candidate in t ime of peace. I t was while h e was 
Governor t h a t h e was a delegate to t he Minneapol is convention 
t h a t renominated Harr i son , where he aga in displayed his sense 
of honor and stood by t he President . H e was cha i rman of t he 
convention and an a t t empt was made to railroad h im in over the 
heads of both Har r i son and Blaine, bu t h e s teadfast ly declined 
the nominat ion, t h o u g h the vote on the first ballot stood, H a r -
rison, 535; Blaine, 182; McKinley , 182 : Reed, 4 5 Rober t 
Lincoln, 1. 

Bu t t he very sacrifices h e made for h is fr iends, h i s rugged 
honor and honorable f rankness , coupled wi th h is known policies, 
made h i m the leader of h is pa r ty as a man and as an exponent 
of i t s economic theories of government and the i r application and 
adminis t ra t ion. Consequent ly , on J u n e 18, 1896, at the Repub-
lican Na t iona l Convent ion held at S t Louis, M c K i n l e y was 
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proposed for the Pres idency for the th i rd time. T h e situation 
was not tha t of x888 or ,892, the field was open to h im and he 
was nominated on the first ballot, receiving 6 6 1 * votes the 

W m b e r ' ^ b U t * * ^ ™ ^ t e Y i n 
toTVmg 7 ' ? 4 . ' 7 9 9 V O t e S a t t h e P° l l s> a p lu ra l i t y of 
S ' a n ' s 771 ^ a n d m t h G C l e C t 0 r a l C ° l l e ^ e 2 7 T votes to 

w h J t u ° m i u a t i 0 n ^ / l e c t i o n of 1896 came to Major McKin ley 
when he was 53 yea r s old, experienced in public life t h rough his 
splendid Congressional drill of four teen years, f rom 1877 t o 1891 and 
his executive t r a in ing as Governor of Ohio from 1892 to 1896 

P r e s S h 7 n e 0 f - t h e f 7 " " a n d n a t U r a l — P ^ n e r s , t i e President had come in touch with t he people in a way that pu him 
thoroughly in touch wtth American hopes, feelings, aspirations. 
H e knew what t he people believed in and he felt convinced that 
he knew the policies, fiscal, economic, administrat ive, tha t mean t 
their welfare and permanent rehabili tation of the indust r ies of the 

^ t h T 1 1 1 ^ ^ i ' 1 1 ! h i S ^ H e h a d n C V e r S ° t t e n out of touch 
with the plain people, those who make u p the brain and brawn of 
the nation, and i t was as the i r choice tha t he went into the Whi t e 
House in 1897. 

A C R I T I C A L P E R I O D . 

No President ever entered .upon his dut ies at a more critical 
moment. T h e count ry had passed th rough a severe industr ia l 
and financial crisis, the unwise legislation of Democratic theoris ts 
with the threat of the i r mone ta ry vagaries had paralyzed manu-
factures, hal ted trade, pu t an embargo on commerce and s h r u n k 
credit to such an ex ten t tha t the complex business needs of the 
country were absolutely powerless despite t he vast na tu ra l 
resources and the energy of the people. D u r i n g t he campaign the 
President had not hesitated to predict r e t u r n i n g prosperi ty if the 
economic policy of the Democrats be reversed and the count ry rest 
its finances on the gold s tandard. 

On election the way he met the g igant ic i ssues which awaited 
him on his induction into office on March 4, 1897, and the supreme 
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skill wi th which h e sailed t he S h i p of S ta te t h r o u g h very s tormy 
waters wou t he admirat ion of t he whole country. Immedia te ly 
convening Congress in ex t raord inary session, h e recommended a 
consideration of the tariff problem. T h e Dingley law was passed, 
and business prospects b r igh tend ins tant ly . U n d e r the low 
Wi lson bill tariff financial fai lures in the count ry d u r i n g the 
first s ix m o n t h s of 1896 alone numbered 7,602, with liabilit ies 

a m o u n t i n g to $105,535,936- , p c „ 
T h e first s ix m o n t h s of 1900 under M c K m l e y t imes 

showed the smallest n u m b e r of fa i lures known in a l ike period of 
t ime wi th in e ighteen years, t he decrease in liabilit ies alone from 

the first ha l f of 1896 be ing U S A l ^ l 2 * -

S O U N D C U R R E N C Y B A S I S . 

T h e Pres ident ' s p lan to provide a more s table cur rency basis, 
as set fo r th in h i s first and second annua l addresses, was t ha t 
" w h e n any of t he Un i t ed S ta tes notes are presented for redemp-
tion in gold and are redeemed in gold, such notes shal l be kept 
and set apar t and only paid out in exchange for gold," b u t t h o u g h 
the Ding ley bill became law on J u l y 24, 1897, * was not un t i l 
March f 4 , 1900, t h a t t he financial reforms of t he M c K m l e y 
adminis t ra t ion were completed m the passage of the Gold 

S U l T h e Pres ident ' s messages, a f ter prosperi ty had been assured 
by t he tariff measure , so t ha t the Pres ident indeed proved tha t 
the campaign phrase d u b b i n g Wi l l i am M c K m l e y the ' advance 
ao-ent of p rospe r i ty ' ' had been no idle boast, were marked by a 
broad grasp of the practical problems in h a n d w h i c h t o o k o n more 
and more of an in ternat ional character as t he difficulties with 
Spain over Cuba increased and t h e E a s t e r n s i tua t ion owing to t he 
weakness of C h i n a took on a t h r e a t e n i n g at t i tude. 

I n h is message to t he special session of 1897, which enacted 
t he Ding ley law, t he Pres ident had dwelt wholly on t he tariff, bu t 
in h i s r egu la r message to Congress, in December, 1897, He asked 
for the ful l consideration of t he currency question and h e re-
peated th i s recommendat ion in 1898, ho ld ing before Congress t he 
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necessity of pu t t i ng t he finances of the count ry on the soundest 
possible basis. As a resul t of th is confidence was restored 
t h r o u g h o u t the country , bus iness revived, and some of the fiscal 
effects of McKin ley ' s first adminis t ra t ion were marvelous. T h e 
total money in circulation on J u l y 1, 1896, was $1,509,725,206. 

F o u r years later unde r McKin ley tha t had increased to 
$2,062,425,496, and on F e b r u a r y 1, 1901, t he total money in 
circulation was $2,190,780,213. Ins tead of the amount of money 
in circulation decreasing, the per capita increased from $21.15 
Tuly 1, 1896, to $26.50 J u l y 1, 1900, and to $28.38 Feb rua ry 1, 
1901. T h u s t he per capita circulation of money in t he United 
States h a s increased over 26 per cent., the total money in circula-
tion over 33 per cent., and the gold in circulation over 62 per 
cent. 

I M M E N S E CASH B A L A N C E . 

Instead of a b a n k r u p t T r e a s u r y , there was a cash balance 
under the old form at the beg inn ing of his second adminis t ra t ion 
of near ly $300,000,000. U n d e r the new form, with $150,000,000 
set aside as a reserve fund, there was an available cash balance 
of near ly $150,000,000. In t he r e f u n d i n g of the public debt, 
$9,000,000 was saved, and in addition $7,000,000 a n n u a l l y on 
interest . But it was not so much t he successful issue of the 
financial affairs, as near as they were to t he pockets of every one, 
that l ifted the Pres ident and his adminis t ra t ion to a level never 
before occupied by a g roup of american s ta tesmen, but the br i l l iant 
achievements in the field of foreign affairs, which found the 
United States at t he beg inn ing of t he Pres ident ' s adminis t ra t ion 
a self-contained cont inental power, isolated and ignored in m a n y 
of the counsels of the world powers, and lef t i t at the close of h is 
first administrat ion, a f te r the issue of the war with Spain , one ot 
the four leading powers, in whose hands are the dest inies of the 
globe. 

T h e first remote h in t of a possible conflict with Spain and 
the first action in Congress on the Cuban quest ion came from the 
Presidential appeal for the relief of the dest i tut ion of Cuba, Con-
gress appropriat ing $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 on May 1 7 , 1 8 9 7 . Less t h a n a yeai 



skill wi th which h e sailed t he S h i p of S ta te t h r o u g h very s tormy 
waters wou t he admirat ion of t he whole country. Immedia te ly 
convening Congress in ex t raord inary session, h e recommended a 
consideration of the tariff problem. T h e Dingley law was passed, 
and business prospects b r igh tend ins tant ly . U n d e r the low 
Wi lson bill tariff financial fai lures in the count ry d u r i n g the 
first s ix m o n t h s of 1896 alone numbered 7,602, with liabilit ies 

a m o u n t i n g to $105,535,936- , p c „ 
T h e first s ix m o n t h s of 1900 under M c K m l e y t imes 

showed the smallest n u m b e r of fa i lures known in a l ike period of 
t ime wi th in e ighteen years, t he decrease in liabilit ies alone from 
the first ha l f of 1896 be ing $45,471,728-

S O U N D C U R R E N C Y B A S I S . 

T h e Pres ident ' s p lan to provide a more s table cur rency basis, 
as set fo r th in h i s first and second annua l addresses, was t ha t 
" w h e n any of t he Un i t ed S ta tes notes are presented for redemp-
tion in gold and are redeemed in gold, such notes shal l be kept 
and set apar t and only paid out in exchange for gold," b u t t h o u g h 
the Ding ley bill became law on J u l y 24, 1897, * was not un t i l 
March f 4 , 1900, t h a t t he financial reforms of t he M c K m l e y 
adminis t ra t ion were completed m the passage of the Gold 

S U l T h e Pres ident ' s messages, a f ter prosperi ty had been assured 
by t he tariff measure , so t ha t the Pres ident indeed proved tha t 
the campaign phrase d u b b i n g Wi l l i am M c K m l e y the ' advance 
ao-ent of p rospe r i ty ' ' had been no idle boast, were marked by a 
broad grasp of the practical problems in h a n d w h i c h t o o k o n more 
and more of an in ternat ional character as t he difficulties with 
Spain over Cuba increased and t h e E a s t e r n s i tua t ion owing to t he 
weakness of C h i n a took on a t h r e a t e n i n g at t i tude. 

I n h is message to t he special session of 1897, which enacted 
t he Ding ley law, t he Pres ident had dwelt wholly on t he tariff, bu t 
in h i s r egu la r message to Congress, in December, 1897, He asked 
for the ful l consideration of t he currency question and h e re-
peated th i s recommendat ion in 1898, ho ld ing before Congress t he 

necessity of pu t t i ng t he finances of the count ry on the soundest 
possible basis. As a resul t of th is confidence was restored 
t h r o u g h o u t the country , bus iness revived, and some of the fiscal 
effects of McKin ley ' s first adminis t ra t ion were marvelous. T h e 
total money in circulation on J u l y 1, 1896, was $1,509,725,206. 

F o u r years later unde r McKin ley tha t had increased to 
$2,062,425,496, and on F e b r u a r y 1, 1901, t he total money in 
circulation was $2,190,780,213. Ins tead of the amount of money 
in circulation decreasing, the per capita increased from $21.15 
Tuly 1, 1896, to $26.50 J u l y 1, 1900, and to $28.38 Feb rua ry 1, 
1901. T h u s t he per capita circulation of money in t he United 
States h a s increased over 26 per cent., the total money in circula-
tion over 33 per cent., and the gold in circulation over 62 per 
cent. 

I M M E N S E CASH B A L A N C E . 

Instead of a b a n k r u p t T r e a s u r y , there was a cash balance 
under the old form at the beg inn ing of his second adminis t ra t ion 
of near ly $300,000,000. U n d e r the new form, with $150,000,000 
set aside as a reserve fund, there was an available cash balance 
of near ly $150,000,000. In t he r e f u n d i n g of the public debt, 
$9,000,000 was saved, and in addition $7,000,000 a n n u a l l y on 
interest . But it was not so much t he successful issue of the 
financial affairs, as near as they were to t he pockets of every one, 
that l ifted the Pres ident and his adminis t ra t ion to a level never 
before occupied by a g roup of american s ta tesmen, but the br i l l iant 
achievements in the field of foreign affairs, which found the 
United States at t he beg inn ing of t he Pres ident ' s adminis t ra t ion 
a self-contained cont inental power, isolated and ignored in m a n y 
of the counsels of the world powers, and lef t i t at the close of h is 
first administrat ion, a f te r the issue of the war with Spain , one ot 
the four leading powers, in whose hands are the dest inies of the 
globe. 

T h e first remote h in t of a possible conflict with Spain and 
the first action in Congress on the Cuban quest ion came from the 
Presidential appeal for the relief of the dest i tut ion of Cuba, Con-
gress appropriat ing $50,000 on May 17, 1897. Less t h a n a yeai 



l a t e r a s t i e s i tua t ion in C n b a fai led to improve, Congress passed 
S o u s i 5 o ,ooo ,ooo appropr ia t ion on M a r c h 8 1898, to be used 

a t t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s discret ion " f o r t h e n a t . o n a defense, ' and 
a l t h o u g h t h e P re s iden t was opposed to h u r r y i n g m t o a war u n t i l 
al l o ther avenues for b r i n g i n g Spa in to h e r senses were closed, 
war rap id ly became t h e on ly possible solut ion. 

O n March a J > the P res iden t sen t to S p a m an u i t i m a t u m con-
c e r n i n g t h e in to le rab le s i tua t ion in Cuba , a n d on Apr i l I , a f t e r 
^ r e p o r t of t h e Cour t of I n q u i r y on t h e des t ruc t ion of t h e Ma ine 

h a d fixed t h e or igin of t h e explosion on a n outs ide cause, t h e 
P re s iden t s en t a firm b u t dignified message to Congress , adv i s ing 
in te rven t ion for t h e sake of h u m a n i t y , b u t adv i s ing a g a i n s t a 
recogni t ion of t h e C u b a n G o v e r n m e n t . 

CALL FOR V O L U N T E E R S . 

O n Apr i l « t h e P re s iden t i ssued a call for 125,000 volunteers , 

S ta t e s became possessed of Po r to Rico, G u a m , t h e P t i l i p p m e s a 
S S ? d o n i J rivaling E n g l a n d ' s at a cost ^ 
t h e P re s iden t ' s policy of expans ion was fu l ly en te red m u p 

t h c £ S 1 : ^ - ^ bounds ^ ^ 

Pres iden t found as h i s first t e r m ^ f ^ o u n t x y . 

all t h e force of h i s abi l i ty were c o n s t a n t l y g iven to t h i s end, a n d 
h is grat i f icat ion at t h e fu l f i l lmen t of so noble an insp i ra t ion found 
voice a t A t l a n t a in these words—" R e u n i t e d — o n e c o u n t r y aga in 
and one coun t ry forever ! Proc la im i t f rom t h e press and p u l p i t ; 
teach it in t h e schools ; wr i te i t across t h e sk ies ! T h e world sees 
and feels i t ; i t cheers every hea r t N o r t h and Sou th , and b r i g h t e n s 
the l ife of every A m e r i c a n h o m e ! Le t n o t h i n g ever s t ra in it 
aga in ! A t peace with all t h e world and with each other, wha t can 
s t and in t h e p a t h w a y of ou r p rogress a n d p rospe r i ty . " 

Later , u p o n t h e field of Ant ie tam, where h e h a d d i s t i ngu i shed 
h imse l f as commissa ry s e rgean t w h e n a lad of n ine teen , the Presi-
den t spoke aga in u p o n th i s subjec t , and said : " S t a n d i n g he re to-
day, one reflection o n l y h a s crowded m y m i n d — t h e difference 
between th i s scene and t h a t of th i r ty -e igh t y e a r s ago. T h e n t h e 
m e n who wore t h e b lue and t h e m e n who wore t h e g r e y g ree ted 
each o the r wi th sho t and she l l , and visi ted dea th upon t he i r re-
spective r a n k s . W e meet , a f t e r all t hese i n t e r v e n i n g years , wi th 
bu t one s e n t i m e n t — t h a t of l oya l ty to t h e G o v e r n m e n t of t h e 
Uni ted Sta tes , love of o u r f lag and our f ree ins t i tu t ions , and de-
termined, m e n of t h e N o r t h a n d m e n of t h e Sou th , to m a k e a n y 
sacrifice for t h e honor and p e r p e t u i t y of t h e A m e r i c a n na t ion . " 

HIS S U C C E S S F U L POLICY. 

T h e Pres iden t t h u s stood for reconci l ia t ion and h a r m o n y t h e 
l and over, and in c a r r y i n g out h i s policies h e was able by h i s 
persuas ive powers a n d t h e sheer force of cha rac te r to r a l ly t h e 
opposition to h is side, so t h a t h i s policy d u r i n g and a f t e r t h e war 
became t h e policy of Congress , and what , w i th t h e new i s l ands 
left to h i s care, C u b a also in h i s c h a r g e as a ward by t r ea ty , t h e 
closing yea r s of h i s first admin i s t r a t ion were very b u s y ones fo r 
the President , who, however, never f l inched at h i s work n o r 
vacillated in h is de te rmina t ion to promote the good of t h e people 
under h i s charge, even t h o u g h t h e misgu ided revolu t ion is t s in 
the Ph i l ipp ines forced t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s d u r i n g 1899, 1900 a n d 
1901 to t a k e s te rn m e a s u r e s for t h e s ecu r ing of law, order, peace 
and prosper i ty for t h e Ph i l i pp ine I s l ands as a whole. 



Such was t he confidence in t he President and h i s wise man-
ageinent of nat ional affairs t ha t not only was h e t r i u m p h a n t l y 
renominated by t he Phi lade lph ia convention on J u n e 21, 1900, 
bu t was t r i u m p h a n t l y re-elected, November 6, wi th a la rger 
plural i ty than in 1896, and wi th 292 votes in the electoral college 
to Bryan ' s 155. McKin ley carried twenty-eight States , repre-
sen t ing the weal th and resources and t he centres of power m the 
count ry to seventeen for Bryan, and t he popular vote for h im was 

7 '2 0 6Tlri7s support of the people for the Pres ident as a publ ic man, 
a n d t h e i r personal regard for h im, evinced so often o n h i s tours 
th rough the country , t he last and not the least exhibi t ion benig 
tha t made d u r i n g the tour of last Spr ing, abandoned at S a n F ran -
cisco on account of Mrs. McKinley , were bu t ta int renecuons vi 
the closet support and regard of h is friends. 

B E C A M E A N O T A B L E F I G U R E . 

" W h e n h e was press ing t he passage of the famous tariff b i l l 

which was known by his name, h is f r anknes s was o n l y matched by 
h i s amiabi l i ty ," wrote one man. "So when t h e tall had been passed, 
McKin ley w l t he most notable figure in W a s h i n g t o n and h e was 
respected al ike by those who h a d fough t wi th and those who 
b o u g h t aga ins t h im . T h e r e probably never was a — 
passed in W a s h i n g t o n of so m u c h importance as t h . s w « 
h a r d feel ing and so few h a r d words. T h e r e was no m i s t a k i n g 
M c K i u l e y ' s in tent ion. H e was a lways ent i re ly f r a n k and open 
a n d a b o v L a r d . H e tr ied no devious ways ; h e had = e a l e d 

t raps to spr ing. And so those who fough t h im hardes t became his 

well-wishers Z a man, whatever t h e y t h o u g h t of ^ - ¿ g 
T h i s f r a n k n e s s and h i s t r u e self were never bet ter exhibi ted 

t h a n in the announcemen t made af ter h i s r e t u r n f o m , » C a h 
fornia tour wi th regard to a th i rd term. Almost f rom the bedside 

of h is helpless wife h e wrote : 

" I regre t t ha t t h e suggest ion of a th i id t e rm has been made. 
I doubt whe the r I am called upon to give it notice. Bu t the re are 

now quest ions of the greatest importance before the Adminis t ra-
tion and the country, and the i r j u s t consideration should not 
be prejudiced in the public mind by even the suspicion of the 
though t of a th i rd term. In view, therefore, of the rei terat ion of 
the suggest ion of it, I will say now, once for all, express ing a long 
settled conviction, t ha t I not only am not and will not be a candi-
date for a th i rd term, but would not accept a nominat ion for it, if 
it were tendered me. 

" My on ly ambit ion is to serve t h r o u g h m y second term to 
the acceptance of m y countrymen, whose generous confidence I 
so deeply appreciate, and then with them to do m y d u t y in the 
r a n k s of private citizenship. 

" W I L L I A M M ' K I N L E Y . " 
Execut ive Mansion, Wash ing ton , J u n e 11, 1901. 

A M A N O F H A R D C O M M O N S E N S E . 

T h i s let ter h a s t he t rue M c K i n l e y r ing. I t exhib i t s t he 
Pres ident ' s common sense—one of h is s av ing graces t ha t added 
to his h i g h value in public life. " H i s predominant character-
istics," wrote an admirer on the eve of h is re-election in 1900, 
" h i s most predominant characteris t ics which bind g rea t bodies of 
men to h im with r ivets of s t ee l ; which have l if ted h im f rom the 
position of a pr ivate soldier to t ha t of Chief Magis t ra te of the 
nation, which have sus ta ined h im and carried h im t h r o u g h the 
m a n y great crises conf ron t ing him, and have given him the t ru s t 
and confidence of t he Amer ican people—are h is moral s t r eng th 
and his unf l inching courage to do the right as he sees it, irrespec-
tive of temporary consequences. H i s na tu ra l gen t leness and his 
tendency to ignore smal l and non-essential differences, his willing-
ness to oblige even his enemies and his u t te r lack of viudictive-
ness all these, when the t imes of crisis have come, and the eyes 
of the people have t u rned to him, alone have given h im added 
strength to achieve great resul t s in public affairs." 

H i s domestic vir tues were not only revealed in his tender 
devotion to his wife, so s igna l ly exhibi ted last M a y at San 
Francisco, but in h is respect for h is father , who died in November 



1892, and for h i s mother , N a n c y Allison McKinley , who enjoyed 
the supreme felicity of al l Amer ican mothers of seeing he r son 
in the W h i t e House, d y i n g a t Canton, O., December 12, 1897. 
T h e inval idism of Mrs. M c K i n l e y th rew a pecul iar ly pa the t ic 
aspect over the i r m u t u a l affection. T h e i r re la t ions were s ingu-
la r ly tender and touching, Mrs. McKin ley seldom allowing h e r 
s ta t - of hea l t h to keep he r f rom lier husband ' s side whenever 
called, and lie, even when so harassed by State problems as to be 
unab le to sna tch t ime for sleep, wr i t i ng to he r every n i g h t when 
absent , obeying t he s l ightes t call to h e r side when they were 

t o g e t h e r . p E L L O W F E E L I N G F O R W O R K I N G M A N . 

H i s in tense bro ther ly feel ing for the work ingman was one 
of h is dominan t characterist ics, and manifested itself m more 
practical fo rms t h a n this . W h e n Governor of Ohio m 1895, h e 
received at m i d n i g h t t he news t h a t 2000 miners m the H o c k i n g 
Valley distr ict were wi thout food or employment . By five o clock 
the n e x t morn ing $1000 worth of provisions were loaded on a car 
and despatched to t h e scene of distress, on t he personal respon-
s i b i l i t y of t he Governor. Later , contr ibut ions f rom the leading 
cities of t he S ta te b rough t t he relief f u n d u p to $32,796, but the 
" Governor 's car " was t he first to arrive. 

A side of Mr. McKin l ey ' s na ture , of which only h i s more 
in t imate f r iends caugh t glimpses, was h i s deep rel igious fai th. 
I n ea r ly life, d u r i n g h is s tuden t days at t he Poland Academy, 
h e h a d jo ined t he Methodis t Church , of which h e a lways 
r e m a i n e d a l o y a l member , active in church work unt i l nat ional 
i s sues began to fill h i s hands . " M a n y of us t h o u g h t h e would 
become a min i s te r , " said Rev. Dr. Morton, h i s first pastor, m a 
recent reminiscent t a lk . A l t h o u g h sensi t ively s h r i n k i n g f rom 
m a k i n g a prarde or profit of h i s religion, h e was always; ready to 
d e f e n d Chr i s t i ans and Chr i s t i an i ty when the voice of t he scoffer 

was ra ised aga ins t them. . , 
As an orator t he Pres iden t was supreme, be long ing to h a t 

h ighes t r a n k of publ ic speakers who cult ivate the ma t t e r of t h e * 
discourse and leave t he m a n n e r to nature . H e never dealt m 

sensations, never played on pathos, had no need to be a raconteur, 
he prepared what he had to say with t he u tmos t care, and said it 
in the most earnes t and unaffected way h e could, bu t with su re 
effect. W h e n the celebrated Mills bill came u p before the House , 
D. C. Hask i l l , who served with M c K i n l e y on t he W a y s and Means 
Committee, asked especially for t he honor of c losing t he debate. 
T h e a r rangement was made, therefore, t ha t Hask i l l spoke las t and 
McKin ley n e x t to t he last . W h e n M c K i n l e y had ended his re-
marks , H a s k i l l pressed forward, w r u n g his h a n d cordially and 
exclaimed : " Major, I shal l speak l a s t ; bu t you, sir, have closed 
the debate." 

H I S R E M A R K A B L E V O I C E . 

In speaking, the President had a voice of wonder fu l c a r ry ing 
power, but i t was the impress of conviction r a the r than h is voice 
tha t had its effect on h is audiences. H i s a t t i tude in the m a t t e r ol 
principles is apt ly i l lus t ra ted by an anecdote of one of h is congres-
sional campaigns, t h a t of 1882, in Ohio, w h e n t he Democratic tidal 
wave had lef t h im with a very slender major i ty . Re fe r r i ng to th is 
one day Congressman Spr inger said r a the r sneer ing ly : " Your 
cons t i tuents do not seem to suppor t you, Mr. McKin ley . " Mr. 
McKin ley ' s quick answer was wor thy of a R o m a n t r ibune . " My 
fidelity to m y const i tuents ," he said, " is not measured by t he sup-
port they give me. I have convictions I would not su r rende r if 
10,000 ma jo r i ty were entered aga ins t me." 

A townsman in speak ing of McKin ley ' s brief but te l l ing 
words ut tered in the Chicago convention of 1888, on the i ssue 
raised by the use of h is name as a candidate for the Presidency, 
the closing sentence of which speech, reveal ing as i t does, t h e 
speaker 's h igh sense of honor, as h a s a l ready been quoted, s a i d : 
"Ma jo r , that answer of yours was a l i t e ra ry gem." 

" Well ," answered the Ohio delegate with grea t simplicity, " I 
got u p a t 5 o'clock th is m o r n i n g and walked the s t ree ts of Chicago 
unt i l I got j u s t what I wanted." 

T h i s speech, which throws so admirable a l igh t on the Presi-
dent 's character, was as follows :— 

' 1 a m k ^ e as one of the chosen representat ives of m y State . 



I am here by resolution of the Republ ican Sta te Convention, 
passed wi thout a s ingle d i s sen t ing vote, commanding m e to cast 
m y vote for J o h n S h e r m a n for Pres ident and to use every worthy 
endeavor for h is nominat ion. I accepted the t r u s t because m y 
hea r t and m y j u d g m e n t were in accord with t he le t te r and spir i t 
and purpose of t ha t resolution. I t has pleased cer tain delegates to 
cast thei r votes for me for Pres ident . I am not insensible to the 
honor t h e y would do me, bu t in t he presence of the d u t y r e s t ing 
upon me, I cannot r ema in s i lent with honor. 

" I cannot, cons is ten t ly with t he wish of the Sta te whose ere-
dent ia ls I bear and which h a s t rus ted m e ; I cannot wi th honor-
able fidelity to J o h n S h e r m a n ; I cannot, consis tent ly with m y 
own views of personal in tegr i ty , consent, or seem to conset, to per-
mit m y name to be used as a candidate before th is convention. I 
would not respect myself if I should find it in m y hea r t to do so, 
or permi t to be done t h a t which would ever be g round for any one 
to suspect t ha t I wavered in m y loya l ty to Ohio or m y devotion 
to the chief of h e r choice and the chief of mine. I do not request, 
I demand, t ha t no delegate who would not cast reflection upon me 
shal l cast a ballot for me." 

C A M P A I G N A C H I E V E M E N T S . 

I n n u m b e r alone t he McKin ley speeches are impressive as 
be tokening a magnif icent reserve store of vitali ty, ten addresses 
a day consecutively for a mon th being among h i s campaign 
achievements in t he old times. But they were always feats of 
s t r eng th in the intel lectual even more t h a n t he physical sense, 
many of them hav ing already passed into t he classics of politico-
social l i terature, whi le h is State papers have not only had a pro-
found effect on the t h o u g h t of t he day, bu t are for the f u t u r e as 

^ ^ O n e who knew h im well described h im as follows : -
« Quiet , dignified, modest, considerate of o the r s ; ever m ind fu l 

of t heTong service of t he leaders of his par ty , t rue as steel to h i s 
f r i e n d s ; unhes i t a t ing at the call of duty , no mat te r what the 
personal sacrif ice; unwaver ing in h is in tegr i ty , fu l l of tact m 

overcoming opposition, yet uny ie ld ing on vital principles ; with a 
hea r t fu l l of s y m p a t h y for those who toil, a disposition unspoiled 
by success, and a private life equal ly spotless and self-sacrificing, 
Wi l l i am McKin ley stood before the American people as one of 
the finest types of courageous, persevering, vigorous and develop-
i n g manhood t ha t this Republ ic ever produced. More t h a n any 
other Pres ident since Lincoln, perhaps, he was in touch with 
those whom Abraham Lincoln loved to call the plain people of 
this country. 

A grea te r encomium could not be wri t ten and the people will 
t reasure it as t he Pres ident ' s name and fame become splendid 
memories ; for t h o u g h W a s h i n g s o n ' s name is ever first in the 
people's thoughts , Lincoln 's ever immanen t as the glor ious 
m a r t y r to a grea t cause, t he name of McKinley crystal izes an 
epoch, the most s ignal in the his tory of the Republic, su rpass ing 
in i ts achievements, unde r h is adminis t ra t ion, the most br i l l iant 
efforts of the pas t and dazzling in its possibili t ies for the f u t u r e 
of the people, and of t he Goverment for the people and by the 
people, whose preservation in all pe rpe tu i ty of i ts free ins t i tu t ions 
was h is fondest wish and to whose service he gave a l i fet ime of 
h igh endeavor. 



A d d i t i o n a l A c c o u n t of P r e s i d e n t M c K i n l e y ' s L i f e — I l l u s -
t r i o u s A n c e s t r y — A Y o u n g P a t r i o t in t h e A r m y — F i r s t 
T e r m in t h e W h i t e H o u s e a n d R e - e l e c t i o n . 

[ T h e fol lowing s k e t c h of P res iden t M c K i n l e y ' s career was 
p repared b y Mr . George R . Prowel l for a semi-official publ icat ion. 
T h e da ta were f u r n i s h e d b y P r iva t e Sec re t a ry Cortelyou, and t h e 
article—of course, wi th t h e except ion of the conc lud ing p a r a g r a p h s 
—was revised b y t h e P res iden t h imse l f . ] 

WI L L I A M M c K I N L E Y , twenty- f i f th Pres iden t of t h e Uni t ed 
Sta tes , was born in Ni les , Ohio, J a n u a r y 29, 1843 5 s o n o f 

W i l l i a m and N a n c y Campbel l (All ison) McKin ley , g r andson of 
J a m e s and Pol ly (Rose) M c K i n l e y and of A b n e r and A n n (Camp-
bell) All ison, a n d g rea t -g randson of David and S a r a h (Gray) 
M c K i n l e y and of Andrew Rose, a n i ronmas te r of Bucks county , 
Pa. , who was sen t h o m e f rom t h e Revo lu t iona ry W a r to m a k e 
cannon and bu l l e t s for t h e a r m y . 

David ' s fa ther , J o h n McKin l ey , c a m e to Amer ica f rom Der-
vock, C o u n t y An t r im , I re land , in 1743, w h e n twelve yea r s of age, 
and t h e re la t ives w i th whom h e c a m e located in Chanceford 
township , Y o r k coun ty , Pa . David was born t he re M a y 16, 1755, 
served for twenty-one m o n t h s in t h e Revo lu t ion in t h e Pennsy l -
van i a l ine, and a f t e r peace was restored, became an i ron m a n u -
fac tu re r in W e s t m o r e l a n d county , whe re h e was marr ied , December 
17, 1780, to S a r a h Gray . H e removed to P i n e township, Mercer 
county , in 1795, and in 1815 to C o l u m b i a n a county , Ohio, whe re 

' h e died in 1840. H i s seven th child, Wi l l i am , was born in P i n e 
township , in 1807, was mar r i ed in 1829, and engaged in i ron 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g a t Ni les , T r u m b u l l county , Ohio, where h i s son, 
W i l l i a m , was born . 

O n h i s removal , i n 1852, to Po land , Wi l l i am, Jr . , a t tended 
t h e U n i o n S e m i n a r y u n t i l 1S60, when h e en tered t h e j u n i o r class 
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of A l l egheny College, Meadvil le , Pa., b u t before c los ing h i s c lass 
year, was obl iged to leave on account of a severe i l lness . H e 
t h e n t a u g h t a d is t r ic t school, and was c lerk in t h e Po land post 
office. 

O n J u n e 11, 1861, h e en l i s ted as a p r iva t e in C o m p a n y E , 
T w e n t y - t h i r d Oh io V o l u n t e e r I n f a n t r y , served in W e s t e r n Vir -
ginia , and saw h i s first ba t t l e a t C a r n i f e x F e r r y , S e p t e m b e r 10, 
' 861 . O n Apr i l 15, 1862, h e was p romoted c o m m i s s a r y se rgean t , 
and served as s u c h in t h e ba t t l e of A n t i e t a m wi th s u c h conspic-
uous g a l l a n t r y as to win for h i m promotion, S e p t e m b e r 24, 1862, 
to t h e r a n k of second l i eu t enan t . O n F e b r u a r y 7, 1863, h e was 
made first l i eu tenan t , and on J u l y 25, 1864, was ra ised to t h e r a n k 
of capta in . H e served on t h e s taffs of G e n e r a l s H a y e s , Crook, 
Hancock , S h e r i d a n and Carrol l ; was breve t ted m a j o r M a r c h 13, 
1865, for g a l l a n t r y a t Opequan , C e d a r C r e e k a n d F i s h e r ' s Hi l l , 
and was s e rv ing as ac t ing ass i s t an t a d j u t a n t gene ra l in t h e F i r s t 
Division, F i r s t A r m y Corps , w h e n h e was m u s t e r e d out, J u l y 
26, 1865. 

L A W S T U D E N T A T Y O U N G S T O W N . 

H e r e t u r n e d home, and s tud ied l a w a t Y o u n g s t o w n , Ohio, 
and at t h e A l b a n y L a w School, and was admi t t ed to t h e O h i o Bar 
a t W a r r e n , in March , 1867, and se t t led in p rac t ice in Canton , 
Ohio. H e was elected by t h e R e p u b l i c a n s of S t a r k c o u n t y Prose-
c u t i n g A t t o r n e y , and served 1870-71, b u t was defea ted for re-elec-
tion. H e was m a r r i e d J a n u a r y 25, 1871, to Ida , d a u g h t e r of 
J a m e s A. and C a t h e r i n e (Dewalt) Sax ton , of Canton , Ohio . 

H e was a Represen ta t i ve f rom t h e S e v e n t e e n t h Dis t r ic t of 
Ohio in t h e For ty - f i f th Congress , de fea t ing Les l ie L. L a n b o r n , 
1877-79 ; f rom t h e S i x t e e n t h Dis t r ic t in t h e Fo r ty - s ix th Congress , 
de fea t ing Genera l Aqu i l l a Wi l ey , 1879-81, and f rom t h e Seven-
teenth Dis t r ic t in t h e For ty - seven th Congress , de f ea t i ng Le roy D. 
T h o m a n , 1881-83. H i s p a r t y c la imed t h a t h e was elected f rom 
the E i g h t e e n t h Dis t r ic t to t h e Fo r ty - e igh th Congre s s in 1882 b y a 
m a j o r i t y of e igh t votes, and h e was g iven t h e cert if icate of election 
but h i s seat was success fu l ly contested b y J o n a t h a n H . Wal lace , 
of Co lumbiana coun tv . who was seated in J u n e , 1884. 



Mr. McKinley was elected from the Twent ie th Distr ic t to the 
For ty -n in th Congress , defea t ing David R. Paige, 1885-87, and 
from the E i g h t e e n t h Distr ic t to t he F i f t i e t h and Fif ty-f i rs t Con-
gresses, aga ins t Wal lace H . Phe lps and George P. Iker t , respec-
tively, serv ing 1887-91, and was defeated in the S ix teen th Distr ic t 
for Represen ta t ive to the Fif ty-second Congress in 1890 by J o h n 
G. Warwick , of Massil lon, Democrat , by 302 votes. T h e changes 
in t he Congressional distr icts were due to political expedients used 
by the pa r ty in power, and Mr. McKinley , whi lea lways a res ident of 
S t a r k county, was in th is way obliged to meet t he conditions 
caused b y t he combinat ion of cont iguous counties in the efforts of 
the opposition to defeat h im. 

A P P O I N T E D O N J U D I C I A R Y C O M M I T T E E . 

H e was appointed b y Speaker Randa l l in 1877 to a place on 
t he Jud ic ia ry Committee, and he succeeded Representa t ive J a m e s 
A. Garfied on t he W a y s and Means Commit tee in December, 1880. 
In t he For ty-s ix th Congress he was appointed on t he House Com-
mit tee of Vis i tors to the Uni ted Sta tes Mil i tary Academy, and in 
1881 he was Cha i rman of the committee h a v i n g in charge the 
Garfield memorial exercises in the House . In Congress he sup-
ported a h i g h protective tariff, m a k i n g a notable speech on the 
subject Apr i l 6, 1882, and his speech on t he Morrison Tari f f bill, 
Apr i l 30, 1884, was said to be the mos t effective a r g u m e n t made 
aga ins t it. . 

On Apr i l 16, 1890, as Cha i rman of t he Commit tee on W a y s 
and Means as successor to J u d g e Kel ley, he int roduced t he gen-
eral tariff measure af te rwards known by h i s name, and his speech 
before t he House , May 7, 1890, fu l ly es tabl ished his powers as 
an orator. T h e bill passed the H o u s e May 21, and t he Senate , 
a f te r a protracted debate, Sep tember 11, and became a law October 
6, 1890. H i s notable congressional speeches not a l ready men-
tioned include t h a t on arb i t ra t ion as a solution of labor t roubles , 
Apri l 2, 1886; h i s reply, M a y 18, 1888, to Represen ta t ive Samuel 
J . Randa l l ' s a r g u m e n t in favor of t he Mills Tar i f f Bill, of which 
mil l ions of copies were circulated by t he m a n u f a c t u r i n g in teres ts 

of the count ry ; h is speech of December 17, 1889, in t roducing the 
Cus toms Admin i s t ra t ion bill to s impl i fy the laws re la t ing to t he 
collection of revenue, and his forceful address sus t a in ing the 
Civil Service law, Apri l 24, 1890. 

On t he organizat ion of the F i f ty- th i rd Congress , December 
3, 1889, he was a candidate for Speaker , b u t was defeated on the 
th i rd ballot in t he Republ ican caucus by T h o m a s B. Reed. In 
1880 he was cha i rman of the Republ ican S ta te convention, and 
was chosen by t he Republ ican Nat iona l convention at Chicago, 
in J u n e , 1880, as the Ohio member of t he Republ ican Nat iona l 
Committee. In th is capacity, d u r i n g the canvass of Garfield and 
Ar thu r , he spoke wi th Genera l Garfield in t he pr incipal N o r t h e r n 
and W e s t e r n States . 

E N T R A N C E I N T O N A T I O N A L P O L I T I C S . 

I n national politics h is service began with h is election as adele-
gate-at-large to t he Republ ican Nat ional Convention tha t met at 
Chicago J u n e 3, 1884, and h e was made a member of the Committee 
on Resolut ions, and supported t he candidacy of J a m e s G. Blaine. 
D u r i n g t he canvass of t ha t year he spoke with the Republ ican 
candidate on h is celebrated Wes t e rn tour, and af terward in 
Wes t e rn Vi rg in ia and New York. In the Republ ican Nat ional 
Convention t ha t met at Chicago J u n e 19, 1888, h e was Cha i rman 
of the Commit tee on Resolut ions, and he supported the candidacy 
of J o h n Sherman, a l though there was a s t rong effort to have h im 
consent to the use of h is own n a m e as a candidate. 

In t he Republ ican Nat ional Convention tha t met at Minne-
apolis J u n e 7, 1892, he was a delegate-at-large from Ohio, and 
permanent Cha i rman of t he Convention. H e received 182 votes 
at t h i s Convention for t he Presidential nomination, but refused to 
consider the action of his friends, and left the chair to move to 
make t he nominat ion of President Har r i son unanimous , and he 
was Cha i rman of the Committee to not i fy t he Pres ident of his 
nomination. 

H e was Governor of Ohio, 1892-96, defeat ing Governor J a m e s 
E. Campbell in 1891 by 21,500 plural i ty , and as Governor h is 



sympath ies were wi th t he laboring men in the i r contests with 
capitalists, and he recommended to t he Legis la ture additional pro-
tection to the employes of railroads. H i s Democratic opponent, 
for Governor i n 1893 was Lawrence T . Neal, and t he issues cf the 
cauvass were ent i re ly nat ional . McKin ley opposed both free t rade 
and free silver, and h e was elected by over 80,000 plural i ty . Dur -
i n g his second adminis t rat ion of the State government he was 
obliged to call out 3,000 members of t he Nat ional G u a r d to sup-
press threatened labor riots, and h e was able to prevent what 
appeared to be inevitable mob violence, a t tended by lynching . 

H E L P S T H E S T A R V I N G M I N E R S . 

H e also personal ly supervised t he dis t r ibut ion of funds and 
provisions to t he s ta rv ing miners in the H o c k i n g Val ley. H e took 
a n active pa r t in t h e Pres ident ia l campaign in 1892, t rave l l ing 
over 16,000 miles and ave rag ing seven speeches per day for a 
period of over e ight weeks, d u r i n g which t ime i t was es t imated 
t h a t he addressed over 2,000,000 voters. D u r i n g the President ia l 
canvass of 1896 he remained in Canton, and received between J u n e 
19 and November 2, over 750,000 visitors, who jou rneyed f rom 
al l parts of t h e Union to m a k e h i s personal acquaintance and 
l i s ten to h is shor t speeches delivered f rom h i s piazza, speak ing 
i n this in formal way over 300 dif ferent t imes. 

W h e n t h e Republ ican Na t iona l Convention met in St. Louis, 
J u n e 16, 1896, his n a m e was again before t he Convention, and on 
t h e first ballot, made J u n e 18, h e received 661 }4 votes to 3 5 ^ for 
T h o m a s B. Reed, of Maine ; 60 % for Mat thew S. Quay , of Penn-
sylvania ; 58 for Levi P. Morton, of New York, and 3 4 ^ for 
Wi l l i am B. Allison, of Iowa. H e was elected Pres ident of t he 
Uni ted Sta tes November 3, 1896, t he McKin ley and Hoba r t 
Electors receiving 7,™4>779 votes to 6,402,925 for t he Bryan and 
Sewell Electors, and t he minor i ty candidates, Lever ing and John-
son, Prohibition, receiving 132,000 votes ; Pa lmer and Buckner, 
Na t iona l Democrat , 133,148 votes ; Matche t t and Maguire , Social 
Labor, 36,274 votes, and Bent ley aud Southga te , Nat ional is t , 
13,669 votes. 
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College as t he choice of t h a t body for Pres ident of t he Un i t ed 
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of I l l inois , Secre ta ry of the T r e a s u r y ; Russe l l A. Alger , of Mich-
igan, Secre ta ry of W a r ; Cornel ius N. Bliss, of New York, 
Secre tary of t he I n t e r i o r ; J o h n D. Long, of Massachuset ts , 
Secre tary of the N a v y ; J a m e s Wi lson , of Iowa, Secre tary of 
Agr icu l tu re ; J a m e s A. Gary, of Mary land , Pos tmas te r General , 
and Joseph McKenna , of California, At to rney General . On 
December 17, 1897, A t to rney General M c K e n n a resigned, to 
accept the position of Associate Jus t i ce of t he Uni ted Sta tes 
Supreme Court , and Pres ident McKin ley appointed J o h n W. 
Griggs , of New Jersey , At torney General , J a n u a r y , 21, 1897. 

P A S S A G E O F D I N G L E Y T A R I F F B I L L . 

H e called an ex t ra session of Congress to assemble March 
I 5, i897> a n d the Ding ley Tar i f f bill was passed and became a 
law. On May 17, he sent to Congress a special message a sk ing 
for an appropriat ion for t he aid of suf fer ing Amer ican citizens 
in Cuba and secured $50,000 for t ha t purpose. T h e Adminis t ra -
t ion was represented at foreign courts as follows : Ambassador 
to Great Britain, John H a y , of Ohio, succeeded in 1899 by Joseph 
H.Choate , of New York ; to France, Horace Porter , of New York ; 
to Aus t r i a and Aus t r i a -Hunga ry , Cha r l emagne Tower, of Penn-
sylvania, succeeded in 1899 by Addison C. Har r i s , of I n d i a n a ; 
Uni ted Sta tes Minis ter to Russ ia , E t h a n A. Hi tchcock, of 
Missouri, raised to Ambassador in 1898, and succeeded in 1899 
by Cha r l emagne T o w e r ; Ambassador to Germany , Andrew D. 
Whi te , of New Y o r k ; Ambassador to I ta ly , Wi l l i am F. Draper, 
of Massachuset ts , succeeded in 1901 by George Von L. Meyer, of 
Massachuse t t s ; Ambassador to Spain, S tewar t L. Woodford, of 
New York, who served unt i l official relat ions were broken off in 
April , 1898 ; h e was succeeded by Bel lamy Storer, of Ohio. 



T h e changes in P res iden t McKin ley ' s Cabinet were t he 
res ignat ion of J o h n S h e r m a n f rom t h e S ta te Depar tmen t , Apr i l 
27, 1898, and the promotion of W i l l i a m R. Day, Ass is tan t Secre-
t a r y of Sta te , who resigned Sep tember 16, 1898, and was suc-
ceeded by J o h n H a y , recal led f rom the Cour t of St. J a m e s ; the 
res ignat ion of Genera l Russe l A. A lge r f rom the W a r Depart-
ment , A u g u s t 1, 1899, and t he appo in tmen t of E l i h u Root, of 
New York, as -his successor ; t he res ignat ion of Cornel ius N. 
Bliss f rom the In te r io r Depar tment , December 22, 1898, to be 
succeeded by E t h a n A. Hi tchcock, recalled f rom St. P e t e r s b u r g ; 
t he res ignat ion of J a m e s A. G a r y f rom the Postoffice Depar tmen t 
and t he appoin tment of Char les E m o r y Smi th , of Pennsylvania , 
to t h a t office, and t he res ignat ion of J o h n W. Gr iggs from the 
office of A t to rney Genera l in March, 1901, to be succeeded by 
Ph i l ande r Chase Knox , of Pennsy lvan ia . 

S Y M P A T H Y F O R C U B A N P A T R I O T S . 

T h e t r ea tmen t of the Cuban patr iots s t r u g g l i n g for freedom 
aroused the s y m p a t h y of t he people of the Uni ted Sta tes and t he 
demands of t he Uni ted S ta tes Minis te r at Madrid for more 
h u m a n e t r ea tmen t were disregarded. T h e dest ruct ion of the 
Uni ted S ta tes cruiser " Maine " in H a v a n a harbor , F e b r u a r y 15, 
1898, r e su l t ing in the death of 266 Uni ted S ta tes officers and men 
and t he wound ing of 69 others, aggrava ted the condition of 
affairs, and on March 7, 1898, Congress authorized the r a i s ing of 
two new reg imen t s of ar t i l le ry ; voted $50,000,000 for nat ional 
defences, p lac ing t h e a m o u n t in the hands of t he Pres iden t for 

disposal a t h is discretion, and authorized t he cont ingent 
increase of the a r m y to 100,000 men. 

O n April 13, 1898, Congress gave the Pres ident fu l l au thor i ty 
to act in the ma t t e r of t he difficulties with Spain , and on the 16th 
passed a resolut ion acknowledging Cuban independence. T h e 
Pres ident s igned the jo in t resolut ions declar ing t he people of 
Cuba free, and d i rec t ing t he Pres iden t to use the land and naval 
forces of the Uni ted S ta tes to compel Spain to withdraw from the 
is land. At noon, Apr i l 21, 1898, war was declared aga ins t Spain , 
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and on the 23d a call for 125,000 volunteers was issued. On Apr i l 
30, Congress authorized an issue of $500,000,000 in bonds, wlii'cli 
issue was speedily taken u p by popular subscript ion. I n h is 
proclamation of Apri l 26, 1898, t he Pres ident adopted t he essent ial 
principles as laid down by t he declarat ion of Paris, 1856, a l though 
nei ther t he Uni ted S ta tes nor Spain was a pa r ty to the agreement 
between t he na t ions as to t he r i gh t s of neu t r a l s in nava l warfare . 

T h e victory of the Uni ted S ta tes navy in des t roy ing t he 
Span ish fleet at Mani l la 011 May 1, 1898, followed by t he sti l l 
more decisive victory over the Span i sh fleet a t Sant iago, Cuba , 
J u l y 3,1898 , m a r k e d t he beg inn ing and end of the war, the othej-
incidents of t he campaign of his tor ic import be ing t he bat t le of 
E l Caney and S a n J u a n , where, on J u l y 1-2, 1898, the Uni ted 
Sta tes a r m y lost 230 killed, 1284 wounded and 79 miss ing, and 
gained a decisive victory over t h e Span ish troops. On J u l y 2.6, 
the F rench Minis ter at W a s h i n g t o n made known the desi re of 
Spain tQ negot ia te for peace, and Pres ident McKin ley named t he 
conditions t h a t t he Uni ted S ta tes would ins is t upon as a basis of 
negotiations. 

C O N D I T I O N S O F P E A C E . 

T h e s e included t he evacuation of Cuba, the ceding of Porto 
Rico and other Span ish I s l ands in the W e s t Indies, and t h a t the 
city, bay and harbor of Mani la should be cont inued in the posses-
sion of the Uni ted Sta tes pending t he conclusion of t he treat}'. A 
protocol was s igned on A u g u s t 12 by Secre ta ry D a y and the 
French Ambassador, M. Cambon, and October 1 following was 
named as t he t ime for t he mee t ing to a r r ange the t e rms of peace. 
On A u g u s t 26 t he President appointed W i l l i a m R. Day, C u s h m a n 
K. Davis, W i l l i a m P. Frye , Whi t e l aw Reid and Edward D. W h i t e 
Peace Commissioners, and on September 9, George G r a y was sub-
sti tuted for Mr. Jus t i ce Whi t e . 

T h e y met in Pa r i s October 1, and ad jou rned December, 10, 
1898. T h e t r e a ty as s igned on the l a t t e r da te provided tha t 
Spain re l inquish all claim of sovereignty over and t i t le to Cuba, 
the su r rende r of all o ther of t he W e s t Ind i a i s lands he ld by 
Spain and t he I s l and of Guam, in t he Ladrone group, and t he 
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cession of t he Ph i l ipp ines to t h e U n i t e d States. T h e Un i t ed 
S ta tes agreed to pay to Spa in t he s u m of $20,000,000, to repatr ia te 
al l Span i sh soldiers at i t s expense and var ious minor provisions. 
O n J a n u a r y 4, 1899, t h e Pres iden t t r ansmi t t ed t he t r ea ty to t h e 
Senate , which body refer red i t to t h e Commit tee on Fo re ign 
Affairs , and i t was rat if ied December 6, 1899. 

O U T B R E A K O F W A R I N T H E P H I L I P P I N E S . 

Meant ime host i l i t ies h a d broken out in t he Ph i l ipp ine 
I s l a n d s between t h e nat ives and t he Uni ted S ta tes troops, and t he 
Pres ident appointed Admira l George Dewey, General Elwel l S. 
O t i s , J . G. Schu rman , P res iden t of Cornel l Univers i ty ; Dean C. 
Worcester , of t he F a c u l t y of t h e Un ive r s i t y of Michigan, and 
Char les Denby, former Un i t ed S ta tes Minis te r to China, a Com-
mission to s t udy t he s i tua t ion the re and advise as to i ts settle-
m e n t T h e Pres iden t also appointed a delegat ion to represent 
t he Un i t ed S ta tes at t he Peace Conference called by t he Czar of 
R u s s i a in 1898 to meet at t he H a g u e in May, 1899. T h e delega-
t ion was made u p of t he Un i t ed S ta tes Ambassador to G e r m a n y , 
Andrew D. W h i t e ; t he U n i t e d S ta tes Minis te r to Hol land 
S tanford N e v i l ; the P res iden t of Columbia Univers i ty , S e t h 
L o w ; Capta in A. T . M a h a n , U . S . N . (retired), and Capta in 
W i l l i a m Crozier, U. S. N. , wi th Freder ick W. Ho l l s as Secre tary 

and counsel. . . .. 
W h e n t h e Republ ican Nat iona l Convent ion met a t Phil-

adelphia, J u n e 25, 1900, P res iden t McKin ley received every one of 
t h e 930 votes of the delegates for renominat ion as the pa r ty can-
didate for Pres ident , and Theodore Roosevelt , of New York, 
received 929 votes for t h e candidacy for Vice President , the s ingle 
vote miss ing be ing t he delegate vote of t he candidate. In t h e 
election of November 6, 1900, t h e Repub l i can Electors received 
7,206,677 popu la r votes, to 6,374,397 for t he Bryan and Stevenson 
Electors , the popular votes for the minor i ty candidates s t a n d i n g 
as follows : Wool ley and Metcalf, Prohibi ten , 208,555 5 Barker and 
Donnel ly , Ant i -Fus ion People 's , 50,337 5 Debs and_ H a r n m a n , 
Social Democrat , 84,003 ; Maloney and Remmel l , Socialist Labor, 

39)537 5 Leonard and Wooley, Uni ted Chr i s t ian , 1060, and E l l i s 
and Nichols , Union Reform, 5698. T h e electoral vote stood 292 
for McKin ley and Roosevelt and 155 for B ryan and Stevenson. 
T h e successful Repub l i can candidates were i n a u g u r a t e d March 4, 
1901, and t he Pres iden t made no immediate changes in h i s 
C a b i n e t 

H e visited Cal i fornia with h i s wife and m e m b e r s of h i s 
cabinet in 1901, and in tended to m a k e the tour ex t end to t he 
pr incipal cities of the Pacific slope, bu t t he ser ious i l lness of 
Mrs. McKin ley forced h im to r e t u r n to W a s h i n g t o n a f te r r each ing 
San Francisco. 

V I S I T T O P A N - A M E R I C A N E X P O S I T I O N . 

O n Sep tember 4, 1901, h e visited t he Pan-Amer ican Exposi -
tion, a t Buffalo, N . Y., and made a notable speech in which h e 
out l ined t he policy to be pur sued b y t he Adminis t ra t ion in main-
t a in ing and increas ing t he commercial prosper i ty of t he nat ion, 
and on September 6 h e he ld a publ ic reception in t he T e m p l e of 
Music, to which t he citizens of Buffalo and visi tors to t he Expo-
sition ga thered in grea t numbers . I n t he course of t he reception, 
about 4 o'clock P. M., one of t he visitors, whi le s h a k i n g h i s hand , 
shot h i m twice, one bal l s t r i k ing the breas t bone and one en t e r ing 
t he s tomach. 

T h e would-be assassin was at once captured and proved to be 
Leon Czolgosz, an avowed A n a r c h i s t Pres ident M c K i n l e y was a 
member of t he Grand A r m y of the Republ ic , t he Un ion Ve te ran 
Legion and o ther mi l i t a ry organizat ions. H e received t h e 
honora ry degree of L L . D. f rom W e s t e r n Reserve Unive r s i ty 
and McKendree College in 1897, from the Univers i ty of Chicago 
and Yale Univers i ty in 1898, from S m i t h College in 1899, be ing 
the second person and t he first man to receive an honora ry degree 
from tha t ins t i tu t ion, and f rom the Univers i ty of Cal i fornia in 
1901, and t ha t of D. C. L. f rom M t Holyoke in 1899. 

H e was invited to visit Ha rva rd Univers i ty in June , 1901, 
and t he Corporation voted h im the honorary degree of LL.D. , to 
be bestowed on t he occasion, bu t t he serious i l lness of Mrs. 



M c K i n l e y prevented h is presence. T h e notable speeches deliv-
ered b y Mr. McKin ley , and not a l ready mentioned, inc lude t he 
address in Canton, O., before t he Ohio Sta te Grange, December 
13, 1887, on " T h e Amer ican F a r m e r , " in which h e opposed t h e 
h o l d i n g ' o f Amer ican lands b y aliens, and urged the fa rmers to 
be t r u e to t he principles of protection ; t h e address at the H o m e 
M a r k e t Club, in Boston, F e b r u a r y 9, 1888, in which he persuaded 
the N e w E n g l a n d reptesenta t ives to abandon t h e policy of " f ree 
r a w mater ia l ;" t he spe'ech at t he Lincoln banquet , ill Toledo, O., 
F e b r u a r y 12, 1891, in which he answered Pres iden t Cleveland 's 
address on " A m e r i c a n Ci t izenship," delivered on the occasion of 
t h e sevent ie th ann ive r sa ry of t he b i r thday of Al len G. T h u r m a n , 
a t Columbils, O., November 13, i 8 9 o , and t h e oration delivered 
on F e b r u a r y 22, 1894, before t h e Un ion L e a g u e Club, Chicago, 
111., on the l i fe and public services of George W a s h i n g t o n . 

G L O W I N G T R I B U T E T O M ' K I N L E Y . 

O n e of our p rominent j ou rna l s pays the following Worthy 

t r ibu te to t he late Pres ident : 
" W h e n the s u n went down on T h u r s d a y evening t he popular 

belief was as tonfidfent as it was genera l t ha t the Pres ident had 
crossed the dange r l ine to t he side of safety, and there was a 
universa l fee l ing of felicitation engendered by t he medical 
bul le t ins , which gave assurances of not only the i l lus t r ious 
pa t ien t ' s rëeoVèry, bu t of h i s speedy convalescence and ear ly 

r e t u r n to h i s àcciistomed vigor. 
" T h e first announcement of t he change m the P r e s i d e n t s 

previously favorable condition was made b y his medical advisers 
in the i r bul le t in at 8.30 P. M.., T h u r s d a y , a l though t he previous 
one, which was issued a t 3 P. M., s t a t i n g h i s pulse to be 126, 
gave the bet ter in formed few reasons for apprehension. T h e 8.30 
bul le t in was received at too late an h o u r on T h u r s d a y to reach the 
general public, who did riot heâ r of t he relapse Which t he pat ient 
had suffered un t i l they read t he n e x t morn ing ' s papers. 

" T h e shock caused by th i s intel l igence to t he count ry was 
not less, and, we believe, i t was even greater , t h a n tha t whieM 

told of t he a t tempted assassinat ion of t he 6 th ins tan t . A l t h o u g h 
t he medical bu l le t ins had been invar iab ly favorable, it was 
observed, and will be now remembered, t ha t none of them, hopefu l 
as al l were, gave positive assurances t ha t t he Pres ident would 
recpver f rom h i s wounds. Bu t t he t rend of every s ta tement made 
by his physic ians was in t h e direction which the count ry wished it to 
be, and as t he days went by and the indications improved it came 
to be commonly believed t ha t al l dange r of an untoward resu l t 
had passed, and t ha t the Pres ident would soon be aga in a t h is post 
qf du ty . 

" I t was t ha t confident belief so genera l ly en ter ta ined which 
rendered T h u r s d a y n igh t ' s report of t he Pres iden t ' s changed con-
dition so serious a shock and distress to h i s count rymen. Since 
he was s t r icken down the popular mind h a s been bet ter informed 
as to Mr. McKin ley ' s real character, and as th is more accurate 
knowledge respect ing t i m spread abroad, t h e s y m p a t h y of h is 
coun t rymen became the grea te r and more profound. 

C R O W D S W A I T I N G F O R B U L L E T I N S . 

" T h e t r u t h of th is was mad? apparent: yesterday, from ear ly 
morn ing ti l l a very late h o u r of the n ight , b y t he crowds which 
assembled in f ront of t he newspaper offices and at all points where 
the latest news from the Pres ideut ' s bedside could be obtained-
T h e public anxiety , concern and sorrow were more genera l ly exhib-
ited yesterday t h a n at any previous t ime since t he assass in 's shots 
were fired. T h e feel ing shown si iggested t h a t each and all of t he 
Pres ident ' s coun t rymen felt t ha t t h e y were about to suffer 9. per-
sonal sorrow and were confronted b y a personal calamity. 

" T h e people perceive now more clearly than t h e y ever before 
did the simple worth and exal ted pat r io t ism of the i r P r e s i d e n t 
Awed b y the shadow of death in which he h a s lain d u r i n g t he 
pas t week, par t i san detraction, rancor and misrepresenta t ion were 
silent, and from all par t s of h is country , f rom the organs of all 
parties and factions, earnes t t r ibu te h a s been paid to t he Presi-
dent ' s vir tues , h is l ife and character . 

" O u r h igh appreciation of the k indly , f r iendly na tu r e of Presi-



dent McKinley , h is elevated spir i t of patr iot ism, h is wish to be 
right and do right, to temper jus t ice with mercy, was expressed in 
th i s place immedia te ly af ter t he assass in 's murderous a t tack upon 
h i s life. T h e r e is bu t l i t t le to add to t h a t t r ibu te of respect and 
admirat ion for t h e nat ion 's Chief Magis t ra te , who, h a v i n g served 
i t so f a i th fu l ly in tha t grea t office, received his fa ta l wound at h i s 
post in t h e discharge of a du ty . 

" T h a t t h e y appreciated h is devotion to their in teres ts and 
welfare h a s been clear ly and most g ra t i fy ing ly shown from the 
ve ry h o u r t ha t h e was s t r icken down, and seldom has popular 
admirat ion and the affectionate regard of a people for the i r ru le r 
been more commonly or convincingly exhibi ted t h a n were t he 
admirat ion and regard shown yes te rday by the American people 
for the i r honored ruler . 

A N A T I O N A L C A L A M I T Y . 

" T h e demise of a Pres ident of the Uni ted Sta tes is a lways a 
sad and deplorable event, bu t when death comes to h im at the 
h a n d of the assass in t he event becomes sadder and more deplorable. 
T h e blow s t ruck at h is l ife is s t ruck at t he very vi ta ls of free gov-
ernment , which makes t he ru le r t he people 's first and best found 
choice, and which makes each sovereign citizen h is personal de-
fender. W h e n a blow is s t ruck a t t he life of t he na t ion ' s Chief 
Magis t ra te t he whole people feel t he h u r t of i t and suffer t he grief 
and pain of i t s consequences. 

" P r e s i d e n t McKin ley lies dead, and t he w h o l e na t ion m o u r n s 
t he dea th of a ruler , who became, t h e longer h e ruled, more honored 
and esteemed b y h i s coun t rymen , who wisely chose h im to ru l e 
over them. H e died as h e lived, i n h i g h fa i th in God, submiss ive 
to H i s awful will, r everen t ly s a y i n g wi th h is depar t ing b r e a t h : 
* God 's will, no t ours, be done. ' 

" T h e O l d W o r l d a n d t h e N e w , f r o m s e a t o s e a , 

U t t e r o n e v o i c e o f s y m p a t h y a n d s h a m e ! 

A d e e d a c c u r s t ! S t r o k e s h a v e b e e n s t r u c k b e f o r e 

B y t h e a s s a s s i n ' s h a n d , w h e r e o f m e n d o u b t 

I f m o r e o f h o r r o r o r d i s g r a c e t h e y b o r e ; 

B u t t h y f o u l c r i m e , l i k e C a i n ' s , s t a n d s d a r k l y o u t " 

Anothe r leading j o u r n a l t h u s eulogizes Mr. McKin ley : 
" T h e Pres ident is dead. N o words can add and none can 

speak the loss to a l and which for t he t h i rd t ime in our day s tands 
by t he bier of a Pres ident slain. Dea th l i f t s all to a new l i g h t 
and a new place in t he hea r t s of men. N o r less with the g rea t 
m a n gone. H e had all t h a t can come to the sons of men. H e 
fough t for h is l a n d i n h i s youth . H e ear ly won i ts wide praise. 
H e shared t h r o u g h all h i s mid and active years in i ts grea ter 
work. Twice h e was called to be i ts head. 

" T h i s wi thout—and wi th in in t ha t h id l ife which to all men, 
h i g h or low, is more t h a n all else on ear th , h e was blessed. 
E a r l y loved and ear ly wed, t h r o u g h long years , wi th all t h e y 
b rough t of j oy and grief, and the dai ly s t ra in of i l lness for t he 
woman who to-day faces l ife 's g rea tes t sorrow, h e wore t he stain-
less flower of perfect and undivided love. H e died as men both 
brave and good can—his face t u r n e d fear less to t he great f u t u r e 
in which he saw and knew the divine love which had guided all 
h is days. 

T H E W O R L D M A D E R I C H E R . 

" T h e anna l s of men t h r o u g h all t ime are the richer for th i s 
h i g h record of a s tainless l ife and h i s l and is l e f t poor by t he loss 
of i t s first and foremost son. Round t he world r u n s the shadow 
of ecl ips ing grief as flags drop and t he na t ions feel a common sor-
row which knows bounds as l i t t le as h is name and fame. Al l 
t h i n g s pass. H e wi th them. Bu t the re r emains one more 
memory of a good m a n grown great , dead at t he post of duty, to 
b rea the hope and give s t r eng th to all who, l ike him, make the i r 
l and t he hea r t ' s first desire and know t h a t its first h i g h service i s 
t he good l ife and pure. H e j oins t he t r iad of mar ty red Pres idents . 
One&slain by rebellion, one by par t i san rancor and one by t h e 
b a s e r p a s s i o n s of corroding envy and a h a n d raised agains t al l 
law, all ru le and all government . 

" T h e spir i t of rebellion was bur ied wi th Lincoln. T h e g rave 
of Garfield is the perpe tua l reminder of t he risks of pa r ty ha te . 
I t will be t he d u t y of those who live and, in all posts and places, 
in al l r a n k s and work, serve t he l and h e loved and made greater , 



to see to i t t ha t h i s dëa th is t he erid of the crëed and Speech which 
Cost t he tiatibn i ts Pres ident . T h e r e m u s t be an end in h i s grave 
of all thè énvy, malice and h a t r e d of t he adVancë, progress and 
success of men, which is t he seed and root of anarchy , and which 
daily seeks to Set cit izen aga ins t citizen.'* 

W h e n thé nëws of L inco ln ' s assass inat ion Was filling with 
fear and apprëhënsiot i a na t ibn j i i s t savëd f rom disri lpt ibh and 
i t sëëmed as if t he foundat ion of society h a d van ished and t hè 
pil lars of order h a d fa l len i t r èmained for General Garfield to call 
the peoplè back to first principles. 

T h e memorab lë speech h e made in H e w Y o r k City on t ha t 
Apr i l m o r n i n g in 1865, w h e n L inco ln lay dèad frbiri an assass in 's 
bu'iiet, Will neVër be forgbt ten. Said h e to t h e thror ig &§ it 
su rged abotit hiih, smi t ten wi th sorrow, a n g e r and fëa t : " God 
reismS and thè Gbvernmen t at W a s h i n g t o n sti l l l ives:" 

G À R F I E L E J ' S I M M O R T A L W O R D S . 

I t was t he i rony of fa te tha t t he m a n who ut terëd thesè 
words shou ld hitiisëlf be t he chief actor i n ano ther t r agedy tha t , 
for a moment , a lmos t para lyzed t he na t ion again, and t h a t h is 
WOirds shou ld aga in h e l p tb recal l i t to i t s senses. " God re igned 
and t he G o v e r n m e n t at W a s h i n g t o n st i l l l ived." 

A t h i f d t ime t he na t ion is called upon to meet a s imilar 
crisis. A Pres iden t bèlovëd beyond t h e lot of most mèn lies 
dead b y t hè haiid of t hè assassin, and t hè naticfn is a th i rd t ime 
a lmdst para lyzed b y gr ief and anger . But g réâ t and i r reparable 
as t he loss of W i l l i a m M c K i n l é y is, i t is well now to remember 
t h e wbrds bf Génë t â l Garfield 2 " God re igns and the Government 
a t W a s h i n g t o n Still l ivës." 

N o mari who knows where h is tory h a s t a n k e d and plaeëd 
othër Pres iden ts Can doubt t h a t McKin ley will s tand a m o n g those 
few chiefs of t he na t ion whose l ife and death close and tìpen an 
epbch. A s s a s s i n a t a will g i t e h i s dea th t he hallowed associa-
t ion bf ma i t y rdom, b u t th i s alone would not suffice for h is f u t u r e 
place if h e h a d not béèn called in h i s adminis t ra t ion as Pres ident 
to see t hè end of one e t a and the beg inn ing of another . 

i i i s t b r y will femeriiber and reeord wliat his day ánd t imé 
have of ten forgotten, tha t , as with our two grëâtes t Presidents , 
h is l ife Was made and molded, hot b y h i § pèrsbrial carèer, b u t by 
the na t ion ' s dëve lb£men t W a s h i n g t o n began l ife a mere b ä C k -

Wbods pär t i saü ieader i h Ind ian wa i fa rë and ended h i s publ ic life 
the Pf-esideñt of a nëw naticta, i t s face t u r n e d toward t he conquest 
o t a continent . Lincoln, t h e rai l-spli t ter , was ear ly bu t brie of 
the pionèers Vho first filled the W e s t wi th f reemen arid la ter led 
thesë frèehien to leave no m a n a s lave in t he latid for which he 
diéd. 

Sb Wi l l i am McKin ley had h i s ear ly and ybr i thfül sha fè itt 
t h e s a n g u i n a r y civil war, e s t ab l i sh ing a f ree indus t r ia l system» 
W h e n th i s t a sk Was over h e shared also in t ha t pa t ien t iütertiál 
development of natibrial resourcès of protection, education, and 
îionêst money, whick ènded ill t h e Overflowing foreign t r ade of 
tfcfe past s l i jfëafS, arid tliat miraclè and inafvel of expansion 
when the Republ ic first set i t s victorious feet on l ands bcyohd 

t h e s e a . ¿ R ô t o N O F H I S L Í F E W O R K . 

T h e lof ty speech delivered the day before he was shot, the 
unconscious b less ing and prophecy of a leader of h is people spoken 
as the shadow of dea th drew near on the dial, was t he crown, cul-
mina t ion and completion of h is life work. H e was bare ly a voter 
when he laid down the mi l i tary commission of t he na t ion to accept 
the first civil commission of h is neighbors . By h i s ear ly t ra ining, 
by temperament , b y the indus t r ies of h i s district and the political 
geograohy which p u t h im on the dividing l ine between t he E a s t 
and the West , h e was set apar t to the work bf directing, defending, 
conserving and consolidating t he na t ion ' s growth and progress in 
the appointed pa th of nat ional dëvelopment. 

On a l l quest ions and issues he, beyond h i s contemporaries, 
un i ted a knowledge of t he convictions of t he E a s t and the needs 
and demands of t he W e s t O n protection hë stood al ike for the 
manufac tu re r and the farmer . O n t he cur rency he labored steadily 
to prevent a division between t he sound money vote E a s t and W e s t 
which would have periled aÜ, and whatever criticism of h is course 



the h o u r m a y have bred, h is tory and t he issue have al ike just i f ied 
h is policy and position. 

I n all these th ings and a t every j unc tu re he displayed t h e 
sav ing sense of success. T h e day never came when h e was not 
more clearly and closely aware t h a n a n y contemporary of t he de-
sires, t he purpose and t he wish of t he grea t body of h is fellow-
citizens. H e knew them. T h e y t rus ted him. H i s confidence i n 
free ins t i tu t ions and in the prescient sagaci ty of t he Amer ican 
voter never wavered. N o m a n in our day was so n e a r t he people. 
N o man so reflected t he cheer fu l optimism, t he good-humored 
courage, the hopefu l oppor tunism and t he resolute determinat ion 
and indus t ry of the average Amer ican as he. T h i s personal en-
dowment, experience and ins igh t gave h im a power, clearer in t he 
last ten years t h a n ever before, of speaking level to t he compre-
hension, direct to t he hea r t s and s t ra igh t to the conviction of h is 
fellow-countrymen. N o man in our recent day has so influenced 
their opinion. 

R E A D Y F O R E V E R Y G R E A T D E M A N D . 

W h e n the grea t service of h is l ife and the crowning crisis of 
is career came and war had b r o u g h t new dut ies and unforeseen 

responsibi l i t ies h e was ready. H e knew the secret hear t and 
inner purpose of the land he ru led and t he people he loved. 
Resolute ly , wi thout has te but wi thout hesi tat ion, he led t he 
nation to i ts new place a m o n g t he na t ions of t he ear th . H e 
accepted the responsibi l i ty of momentous advance in t he world 
relat ions of the Uni ted States . H e ne i the r spu rned precedent 
nor was he spur red by novelty. H e saw, as h i s to ry will see* in 
the g rea te r acts of h is adminis t ra t ion , the un fo ld ing cf a pas t 
which made the present necessary and inevitable. 

I n t h i s great , unforeseen and successful task t he pur i ty of 
h i s character, h i s visible loya l ty to Amer ican ideals, h is power in 
w inn ing opposition, h is s inceri ty, t he charm of h is personal i ty and 
his unaffected regard and love for al l h is fellow-citizens, enabled 
h im to car ry t he people with h i m and with h is view of nat ional 
duty , wi thout r ega rd to section or par ty . 

H e had borne h i s share of detraction. H e had k n e w n what 
i t was to be wi l fu l ly t raduced and to face pa r t i s an rancor. T o 
all his fellow-citizens, the las t fond t r ibute laid on h is bier was 
t he precious consciousness t ha t h e had outlived and overlived a l l 
this. H e died loved by all, and knowing t h a t h e was loved b y 
all t h a t t he Un ion which he had fought as a boy to save he, 
more t h a n any o the r President , h a d made a " more perfect Union " 
of the h e a r t s of t h e Amer ican people. 



Incidents in Presjdept IVJcKjnley's? Career—Gallant Exploits 
on the FipUJ of B a t t l e - D a r i n g F e a t ' Antiet^m— 
Always True to His Pledge. 

T ^ H E boy, who a f tenvard became President , was or ig inal ly in-
tended for t h e min i s t ry , and i t was said t h a t h is mother confi-

den t ly looked forward to h is becoming a bishop. Probably h e would 
have realized her ambi t ion had not fa te willed t ha t h e should 
become a lawyer . H e received his first education at t he public 
schools of Ni les . W h e n h e was n ine yea r s old t he f ami ly 
removed to Poland, Ohio, a place noted in t h e Sta te for i ts educa-
t ional advantages. 

Here W i l l i a m was placed in U n i o n Seminary , where he pu r -
sued his s tudies un t i l he was seventeen, when h e entered t h e 
j un io r class, and could easi ly have g radua ted t he n e x t year, b u t 
t ha t u n r e m i t t i n g applicat ion to s tudy undermined h i s hea l th , and 
he was forced to r e t u r n home. At these ins t i tu t ions h e had been 
especially proficient in ma thema t i c s and the l anguages , and was 
acknowledged to be t h e bes t debater in the l i t e ra ry societies. H e 
had early mani fes ted s t r o n g rel igious trai ts , had joined t h e 
Methodist C h u r c h at the age of s ix teen and had been notably 
diligent in Scr ip tura l s tudy . 

As soon as h e suff ic ient ly recovered h is hea l th he became a 
teacher in the publ ic schools in t he K e r r district , n e a r Poland . 
A t the ou tbreak of t he Civi l W a r h e was a clerk in the Poland 
post office. At a war m e e t i n g convened in the Sparrow tavern 
he was one of a n u m b e r of boys who was so fired by t he 
patr iot ic en thus i a sm of t he occasion t ha t t h e y prompt ly stepped 
forward and enrolled the i r names as intended volunteers i n t h e 
Union a rmy. 

Proceeding wi th t h e m to Columbus, Wi l l i am M c K i n l e y en-
listed as a private in Company E, of t he Twen ty - th i rd Ohio 
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Volun tee r I n f an t ry , J u n e n , 1861. T h i s company was dest ined 
to become one of t he most famous in t he war. I t s field and staff 
included Wi l l i am S. Rosecrans , R u t h e r f o r d B. Hayes , S t an ley 
Mat thews and others who af terward achieved eminence in mi l i t a ry 
or civil life. I t was engaged in n ine teen bat t les and of i t s total 
t a n k and file of 2,095 men, 169 were ki l led in bat t le and 107 died 
of wounds of disease. Despi te t he hardsh ips , pr ivat ions and 
peri ls to which h e was exposed, h is const i tut ion ga ined in hea l th 
and s t r eng th d u r i n g h i s four years ' sen-ice. H e part icipated in 
all the ear ly engagemen t s in W e s t Vi rg in ia . 

H i s first promotion, to commissary sergeant , occurred Apr i l 
15, 1862. A s Ru the r fo rd B. H a y e s a f t enva rd s a i d : " W e soon 
found t ha t in business and execut ive abi l i ty h e was of rare 
capacity, of u n u s u a l and u n s u r p a s s i n g capacity, for a boy of h is 
9ge. W h e n bat t les were fought , or a service Was to be performed 
in warl ike th ings , h e always took his place. W h e n I became 
commander of the regiment , h e socm came to be on m y staff, and 
h e remained on m y Staff for one or two years , so tha t I did, 
l i t e fa l ly and in fact, know him l ike a book and love h im l ike a 
brother ." 

H O T W O R K A T A N T I f c T A M . 

T h e company Was with McClel lan when t h e y drove t he 
e n e m y out of Freder ick, Md., and, on September- 14th and 17th, 
engaged t h e m at Sou th Mounta in and at Ant ie tam. I n the la t te r 
bat t le Se rgean t McKinley , in charge of t he commissary depart-
ment of h is brigade, performed a notable deed of da r ing a t t he 
crisis of t he bat t le , when i t was uncer ta in which way victory 
would tu rn . McKin ley fitted two wagons with necessary sup-
plies and drove them th rough a s torm of shel ls and bul le t s to t he 
assis tance of h is h u n g r y and th i r s ty fellow soldiers. T h e mules 
of one wagon were disabled, bu t M c K i n l e y drove t he o ther 
safe ly t h r o u g h and was received with h e a r t y cheers. " F r o m 
Sergeant McKin ley ' s hand , " said Pres iden t Hayes , " every m a n 
in t he r eg imen t was served with hot coffee and warm meats, a 
t h i n g which had never occurred unde r s imi lar c i rcumstances in 
any other a r m y in the world." 



C H A P T E R V . 

Incidents in President McKinley'3 Career—Qallant Exploits 
on the Fielt} of Battle—E>aring Feat ^t Antietam— 
Always True to Pledge. 

' " T H E boy, who af terward became President , was or ig ina l ly in-
tended for t he min is t ry , and it was said t h a t h i s mother confi-

den t ly looked forward to h is becoming a bishop. Probably he would 
have realized ber ambi t ion had not fa te willed t ha t he should 
become a lawyer . H e received his first education a t the public 
schools of Ni les . W h e n h e was n ine years old t he f ami ly 
removed to Poland, Ohio, a place noted in t h e S ta te for i ts educa-
t ional advantages . 

H e r e W i l l i a m was placed in Un ion Seminary , where he pu r -
sued h i s s tudies un t i l h e was seventeen, when h e entered t h e 
j un io r class, and could easi ly have graduated t he n e x t year, bu t 
t ha t u n r e m i t t i n g application to s tudy undermined his hea l th , and 
he was forced to r e t u r n home. A t these ins t i tu t ions he had been 
especially proficient in ma themat i c s and t he l anguages , and was 
acknowledged to be t h e bes t deba ter in t he l i t e ra ry societies. H e 
had ear ly manifes ted s t r o n g rel igious trai ts , had jo ined t he 
Methodist C h u r c h at t he age of s ix teen and had been notab ly 
dil igent in Scr ip tura l s tudy . 

A s soou as he sufficiently recovered h is hea l t h he became a 
teacher in t he public schools in the K e r r district , nea r Poland. 
A t the ou tbreak of t he Civil W a r h e was a clerk in the Poland 
post office. At a war m e e t i n g convened in t he Spar row tavern 
he was one of a n u m b e r of boys who was so fired by the 
patriotic en thus ia sm of the occasion t ha t t hey p rompt ly stepped 
forward and enrolled the i r names as in tended volunteers in t h e 
Un ion a rmy. 

Proceeding with them to Columbus, Wi l l i am M c K i n l e y en-
listed as a pr ivate in Company E, of the Twen ty - th i rd Ohio 

108 

Volun tee r I n f an t ry , J u n e i i , 1861. T h i s company was destined 
to become one of the most famous in t he war. I t s field and staff 
included Wi l l i am S. Rosecrans , R u t h e r f o r d B. Hayes , S t an ley 
Mat thews and others who af terward achieved eminence in mi l i t a ry 
or civil life. I t was engaged in n ine teen bat t les and of i t s total 
r a n k and file of 2,095 men, 169 were ki l led in bat t le and 107 died 
of wounds of disease. Despite t he hardships , pr ivat ions and 
peri ls to which he was exposed, h i s const i tut ion gained in hea l th 
and s t r eng th d u r i n g h is four years ' service. H e part icipated in 
all the ear ly engagemen t s in W e s t Vi rg in ia . 

H i s first promotion, to commissary sergeant , occurred Apri l 
15, 1862. As Ru the r fo rd B. H a y e s a f te rward s a i d : " W e soott 
found t h a t in bus iness and execut ive abi l i ty he was of rare 
capacity, of unusUal and u n s u r p a s s i n g capacity, for a boy of h is 
age. W h e n bat t les were fought , or a service Was to be performed 
in warl ike th ings , he always took his place. W h e n I became 
commander of the regiment , he soon came to be ott m y staff, and 
he remained on m y ¿taff for one or two years , so tha t I did, 
l i t e fa l ly and in fact, know him l ike a book and love h im like a 
brother ." 

H O T W O R K A T A N T I E T A M . 

T h e company was with McClel lan when t h e y drove t he 
enemy out of Freder ick, Md., and, on September 14th and 17th, 
engaged them at Sou th Mounta in and at Ant ie tam. I n the la t te r 
bat t le Se rgean t McKinley , in charge of t he commissary depart-
m e n t of h i s brigade, performed a notable deed of d a r i n g at t he 
crisis of the bat t le , when it was uncer ta in which way victory 
would tu rn . M c K i n l e y fitted two wagons with necessary sup-
plies and drove t h e m th rough a s torm of shel ls and bul le ts to t he 
assis tance of h i s h u n g r y and th i r s ty fellow soldiers. T h e mules 
of one wagon were disabled, bu t McKin ley drove t h e o ther 
safely t h r o u g h and Was received with h e a r t y cheers. " F r o m 
Sergeant McKin ley ' s h a n d , " said Pres ident Hayes , " every m a n 
in the reg iment was served with hot coffee and warm meats, a 
t h i n g which had never occurred under s imi lar c i rcumstances in 
any other a rmy in the world." 



F o r th i s feat lie was promoted to l ieutenant , September 24, 

1 8 6 2 A greater exploi t was t ha t which h e performed at t h e ba t t l e 
of Kerns town, nea r Winches ter , J u l y 24, 1864, when he rode h is 
horse, on a forlorn hope, t h r o u g h a fierce Confederate fire to 
car ry Hayes ' orders to Colonel W i l l i a m Brown, and thus extr i -
cated t ha t officer's command, t he T h i r t e e n t h W e s t Virginia , f r o m 

a h e W as promoted to be captain and 
on March 14, 1865, received f rom the Pres ident a documemt^ which 
h e valued above all t h e o ther papers m h i s possession T h i s was 
a commission as ma jo r by brevet in t h e V o l u n t e e r ^ U m ^ t o 
A r m y " f o r ga l l an t and meri torious services at t he ba t t les ot 
Opequan, C e f a r Creek and F i s h e r ' s Hi l l , " s igned " A. L i n c o l n . ' 
T h i s was j u s t a mon th before t he assass inat ion of t he la t ter . O n 
Tune 26, 1865, h e was mus te red out wi th h is regiment , and re-
l u m e d to Poland, wi th t h e record of hav ing been present and 
active in every e n g a g e m e n t in which h is r eg imen t had part ici-
pated, and in pe r fo rming wi th valor and j u d g m e n t every d u t y 
ass igned to h im. A D M I T T £ D T O T H E B A R . 

H e at once began t he s t udy of t he law, first in t he offices of 
Glidden & Wilson, a t Youngstown, Ohio, and af terward a t t h e 
Law School in Albany , N . Y. I n March, 1867, h e was admi t ted 
to t he bar at W a r r e n , Ohio. H e settled at Canton, which ever 
af terward was h i s home, and soon at t racted ^ t e n U o y s a 
lawyer of diligence, sobriety and eloquence. T h o u g h t he 
county was s t rong ly Democratic, and he was an uncompromis-
i n g ^ p u b l i c a n , h i was elected one te rm as prosecut ing a t torney 
H e th rew himself in to every political c a m p a i g n wi th all t h e 
energy of h i s na ture , and his services were so h i g h l y valued t ha t 
h e spoke more f requen t ly in h i s county and distr ict t h a n even 
the principal candidates on t he t icket. W h e n Ru the r fo rd B. H a y e s 
- a n for t he Governorship of Ohio, aga ins t t he Greenback^candi-
date, Allen, McKin ley was an eloquent and passionate advocate 
of hones t money and resumption. 

Meanwhile , in 1871, h e had mar r ied Miss Ida Saxton, a 
leading belle of Poland, Ohio. I t was a love match in i ts incep-
tion ; i t remained a tender and beau t i fu l idyl to t he very end. 
Indeed, no public m a n was ever a nobler exponen t of all t he 
domestic v i r tues t h a n McKinley . H i s mother worshipped him, 
h i s wife mwlized him. 

I t was in 1876 t h a t h e announced h imse l f a candidate for 
Congress . T h e s i t t ing Representat ive , L. D. Wood worth, with 
J u d g e Frease , and other p rominen t Republ icans , th ree of t h e m 
f rom h i s own county, were h is opponents for the nominat ion. 

T h e S t a r k Coun ty delegates to t he Congress ional Conven-
t ion were elected by a popular vote. M c K i n l e y carried every 
township in t he coun ty bu t one, and t h a t had bu t a s ingle 
delegate. I n t he o ther counties he was almost equal ly success-
ful , and t he pr imar ies gave h im a ma jo r i ty of t he delegates in 
the district. H e was nominated on t he first ballot over all t he 
o ther candidates. 

O L D P O L I T I C I A N S A S T O N I S H E D . 

T h i s sudden r ise in to prominence and popular i ty na tu r a l l y 
gave the old polit icians a shock. H e r e was a new and unknown 
factor in the polit ics of t he district . H e had been accorded an 
oppor tuni ty which to them h a d seemed hopeless, had accepted 
and won recognit ion. I t was soon discovered t ha t he had not 
only come into the politics of t he district , b u t t ha t h e had come 
to stay. Fo r four teen years af ter th i s event h e represented the 
district of which S t a r k county was a par t ; not t he same distr ict , 
for t he Democrats did not re l ish t he p rominent par t he was 
p lay ing in Congress , and ge r rymande red h i m th ree times, the 

las t t ime (in 1890) successful ly . 
T h e first a t tempt to change h i s district was made as ear ly as 

1878 by t he Democrats , who, b y g e r r y m a n d e r i n g t he county, pu t 
h im into a distr ict t h a t had 1,800 Democrat ic major i ty . McKin-
ley carried i t by 1,300 votes. I n 1882 h e had ano the r narrow 
escape. I t will be recalled t ha t 1882 was a bad year for Republ icans . 
T h e New York Sta te Convent ion resented Pres ident A r t h u r u s i n g 



h i s influence to nomina te h is Secre tary of the T r e a s u r y , J u d g e 
Folger , for t he .Governorship of t h a t State. T h e pa r ty was also 
torn u p in Pennsy lvan ia . Grover Cleveland was elected Gover-
nor over J u d g e Fo lge r b y a t r emendous major i ty , and Genera l 
Beaver was defeated in P e n n s y l v a n i a by a t h e n comparat ively 
unknown man, Governor Pat t ison. T h a t yea r McKin ley ' s origi-
na l distr ict had been restored, and he was seek ing a " th i rd te rm," 
some th ing not accorded i ts Represen ta t ives . H e h a d s t rong 
opposition for t he nominat ion, some of i t r a n k l i n g un t i l t he elec-
tion, and tha t , wi th the popular discontent t emporar i ly prevai l ing, 
b rough t h is ma jo r i ty down to e i g h t votes. 

Mr. McKin ley ' s congressional career was m a r k e d by indu$r 
t r y and executive abili ty. H e ear ly showed tha t he was a pro-
nounced protect ionist of an ex t r eme sort. I n t he theories of 
Alexander I Jami l ton and H e n r y Clay, which to those s t a t e smen 
seemed fitted only to t empora ry conditions, Mr. M c K j n l e y in 
those days seemed to read a pe rmanen t policy in which Amer ican 
prosper i ty was indisso lubly involved. 

U N D E R S T O O D T H E S U B J E C T . 

H e had f a i t h f u l l y pu r sued a course of s t udy in political 
economy which had s tored h is re tent ive memory wi th facts and 
figures bea r ing upon t he protect ionis t side of t he question. T h e s e 
bare bones l*e reclothed with pa lp i t a t ing flesh, in a spir i t of t r u l y 
a l t ruis t ic aud par t i s t jc pride, and in t he firm belief t h a t lie was 
benef i t t ing a l ike h i s fellow citizens and the i r common country. 
H i s u t t e r s inceri ty , t he c h a r m and d ign i ty of h is manner , t he 
apparen t logical weight of h i s a r g u m e n t s and the s impl ic i ty with 
which they were worded captured h is audiences not only on t he 

s tump, b u t in Congress . 
H i s u n f a i l i n g cour tesy won h i m f r i ends even a m o n g those 

whom k e could not convert. A s ignal ins tance happened on May 
18 1888, when h e yielded his place on t he floor of t he House to 
allow t h e mor ibund Samue l J . R a n d a l l to conclude a speech inter-
rupted b y t h e call of t ime. 

W k e n , as a m e m b e r of t he Repub l i can Na t iona l Pres ident ia l 

Convention of 1884, h e was placed on t he Commit tee of Plat form, 
i t was h e t ha t was selected to d ra f t the tariff p lâhks . H e went 
to thfe t o n v e h t i d h as a Blaine fiian. Fofciker f ough t desperate ly 
for Sherman . Àftfei" t he t h i t d ballot had been taken , and thfe ha l l 
was in confusion, wi th thfe S h e r m a n forces c lamor ing for ad journ-
ment , McKin ley arose, arid in a shor t spfeeeh ral l ied t he Blainfe 
men, beat thfe effort to suspend and so helped mater ia l ly in t he 
select ing of h i s candidate on t he next b a l l o t 

H e emetgfed f rbm th i s convention wi th a ha t ioha l reputa t ion. 
In the convention fdu t years la ter lie was à marked ihàn. Hfe 
was now pledged to S h e n h a n . But, as in 1884, it sdoh developed 
t ha t the nomina t ion fo t Sher ihan was impossible. A compromise 
candidate seemed inevitablfe. 

L O U D C H E E R S F O R M ' K I N L E Y . 

Theffe were Whimpers of d is loyal ty fevfen ih the Ohio delega-
tion. R u m o r -fras b u s y with M c K i h l e y ' s name. T h e n i g h t 
befdffe thfe bdl ldt ihg begàn hfe made thfe round of S ta tes ' head-
quârtfets and fearnfestly pleaded, even with tears in h i s eyes, t ha t 
ndhfe df thfe deleigatfes should vbtfe for h im. NeSt day* on t he 
s ix th ballot, a Cincinnat i delegatfe distegâirded th is plea. Hfe 
càst h i s vote for k c K i n l e y . T h e r e Werfe r e sound ing cheers 
t l i roughoht t he hal l . Tiife n e x t Statfe on thfe roll cast s ix teen 
vdtes foi* McKinlfey. Tlife cheers werfe renewed wi th grea te r 
vbluhie. I t ldoked as if t he Scenfe of Gdtfield'S nomina t ion i n 
1880 were to be repeated, and t h a t t he Convention tvould be 
s tampeded foi: Mfefcinley. I n s t a n t l y M t . McKih ley leapfed tb h i s 
feet. Hfe made an impassioned appeal . H e reminded t he con-
vention t ha t he was pledged to JOhn S h e r m a n . 

" I do not i-eqùfeSt, I demand," h e concluded, " t ha t no delegate 
who wOtild not cast reflection hpoh m e sha l l cast a ballot for me.' r 

Hfe fras toO evidently in earnest not to be accepted at h i s 
word. T h a t spefeCh turi ied thfe tidfe tO Harr ison, who was Selected 
on thfe sfevfentli ballot 

Some one told h im af terward t ha t he had done aâ noble a 
t h i n g as ever h a d been known in politics. 

•8 



" Is it, then, so honorable," was Mr. McKin ley ' s comment, 
" to re f ra in from a dishonorable deed ? " 

A t t he organization of the Fifty-first Congress Mr. McKin ley 
was a candidate for Speaker, but, t h o u g h s t rongly supported, h e 
was defeated in caucus by T h o m a s B. Reed. Appointed Cha i rman 
of t he W a y s and Means Committee, h e became the leader of the 
House under c i rcumstances of peculiar difficulty, for h is pa r ty had 
only a nominal major i ty , and the opposition assumed a policy of 
obstruction. I t was d u r i n g th i s Congress t ha t h e made his most 
notable speeches on t he tariff question, and, on Apri l 16, 1890, h e 
introduced t he genera l tariff measure which has since borne h is 
name. T h e bill passed the House, and af ter protracted and s tormy 
debates and repeated amendmen t s was s igned b y the President, 
October 6, 1890. 

C R Y F O R T A R I F F R E F O R M . 

T h i s was j u s t before t he general elections, when the Repub-
licans were defeated, as h a d been genera l ly expected. T h e 
McKin ley bill, which had proved unpopula r with the count ry at 
large, was held to be one of t he e lements of t he Republ ican defeat. 
Cleveland's announced policy of tariff reform had chimed in with 
the popular mood. Mr. McKin ley ' s own district, which h a d been 
fiercely contested, was carr ied aga ins t h im. T h e r e u p o n a popular 
movement arose in Ohio for h is nominat ion as Governor. I t 
gathered such s t r eng th t h a t t he Republ ican convention in J u n e of 
the nex t year nominated h im b y acclamation. H e was elected 
and. in 1893, was re-elected. 

Even before the Nat ional Convention of 1892 M c K i n l e y had 
expressed himsel f in favor of the renominat ion of Pres ident H a r -
rison. H e went the re a Har r i son delegate. Aga in he was elected 
cha i rman and aga in an a t t empt was made to nomina te h i m over 
Har r i son and Blaine. H e pursued t he same course as in t he prior 
convention. By a mas te r fu l speech from the platform he arrested 
the movement in h is favor and t u r n e d the tide toward t he m a n to 
whom h e was pledged. I n t he campaign which followed h e was 
one of t he most unwearied and effective of t he orators who s tumped 
the count ry for Har r i son . 

I t was no fau l t of h i s t ha t the fight was lost, save t ha t t he 
unpopula r i ty of t he " M c K i n l e y b i l l " was one of t he factors which 
made for defeat . 

I n the S ta te elections of 1894 h e made a r emarkab le record 
as a campaign speaker. H e not on ly s tumped h i s own Sta te , bu t 
made a tour t h r o u g h t he Wes t , and in a series of speeches t h r o u g h 
Missouri, Kansas , Nebraska , Iowa, Minnesota , Wiscons in , I l l inois, 
Ind iana and Mich igan was greeted by enormous crowds. H e began 
h i s speeches a t dawn, and of ten spoke a dozen t imes a day f rom 
the car of h is special t ra in, f rom the ad jacen t p la t forms, or in the 
larges t ha l l s in t he chief cities a long h i s route. O n u n d e r t a k i n g 
the j ou rney h e had agreed to make forty-six speeches. H e made, 
in fact, 371 speeches in 300 towns. I t was es t imated tha t he had 
travelled over s ix teen thousand miles a n d addressed over two 
mill ion persons. At every point visited h i s pa r ty achieved enor-
mous success at the e n s u i n g elections, t he popular b r a n c h of Con-
gress, l a rge ly t h r o u g h his impetus , be ing carr ied by more than 
two-thirds ma jo r i ty . 

T H O U G H T O F T H E C O U N T R Y F I X E D O N H I M . 

On t h e expira t ion of h is t e rm as Governor h e retired to h is 
home at Canton. H e was un iversa l ly looked upon a.s the Repub-
lican b a n n e r bearer in t he n e x t Pres ident ia l campaign . A s the 
t ime drew n i g h for t he convention to meet , S ta te a f te r S ta te and 
distr ict a f t e / d i s t r i c t declared for h im . T h e Democrat ic pa r ty 
had been torn by t he rise of t he free silver heresy , which demanded 
the free coinage of silver at 16 to 1 as t he necessary condition to 
the r e t u r n of financial prosper i ty in t he coun t ry . 

T h e Repub l i can pa r ty was to a m u c h lesser degree affected 
by it. Never theless , Mr. McKin ley chose to observe the policy 
of silence. T h o u g h f r equen t ly impor tuned for h is views on t he 
silver question, it was not unt i l the Repub l i can Nat ional Con-
vention, on J u n e 18, 1896, had, on t he first ballot, nominated h im 
for t he Presidency, on a gold pla t form, t ha t he openly avowed 
himsel f t he leader of t he sound money forces. 

O n J u l y 10 following t he th rea tened spli t in the Democratic 



pa r ty was precipi tated fay t he nominat ion at t l je Democrat ic 
Nat ional Copventioq, held at Chicago, of W i l l i a m J . Bryan, on a 
p la t form advocat ing the f ree coinage of silver. A l a rge n u m b e r 
of the m§st p rominen t Democrats in t he country, and especial ly 
in t h§ Eas t e rn $tates , suppor ted by a n u m b e r of the most inf luen-
tial Democratic papers and voters, all of whom were in favor of 
t he gold s tandard , r e fused to acpept the nomina t ion of Bryan- A 
ma jo r i ty went over to McKin ley , but an inf luent ia l minor i ty 
ga thered toge ther u n d e r the n a m e of t he Na t iona l Democrat ic 
Pa r ty , held a convention at Ind ianapol i s on {September 2 and 3» 
and nominated as the i r s t andard bearers General J o h n M, Palmer , 
of I l l inois , and £ imon B- Buckner , of K e n t u c k y . 

I t was genera l ly unders tood t ha t t h i s convention and nomi-
nat ion were s imply to enable t he anti-silver Democra ts who were 
opposed to t he Chicago platform, and never the less could not 
m a k e u p the i r miuds to vote for a Republ ican President , t he 
chance to express the i r disapproval at t he polls. T h e movement 
undoubtedly was of ass is tance to McKinley . 

A C A M P A I G N F J E R P E L Y F O U G H T , 

T h e McKin ley-Bryan campaign of 1896 was one of t he most 
fiercely contested in t he h is tory of the Pres ident ia l elections, I t 
was fough t on t he ba t t l eg round of principle. T h e r e was none 
of the m u d t h r o w i n g " which t a rn i shed t he record of Other 
fu r ious p a r t y engagement s . Both candidates were acknowledge^ 
to be of unsu l l i ed personal character . 

T h e silver quest ion was pract ical ly t he on ly issue before 
t he country , b u t t he in teres ts i t involved were so t remendous , t he 
revolut ion i t caused in political demarcat ions so unusua l , t ha t t h e 
emotions and passions of t he voters were s t i r red to fever heat . 
T h e resu l t proved ovenyelmiugly i n favor of MpKipley . H e was 
elected to the Pres idenpy by an electoral ma jor i ty of 95 votes and 
a popular p lu ra l i ty of 60^,854. 

I t was Mr. M c K m l e y ' s good or bad for tune to assume the 
h e l m of government at a momentous , and what seemed l ike a 
peri lous crisis in & e na t iona l l ife j i t was h is good fo r tune to 

guide the S h i p of S ta te to a peaceful haven. I t is too ear ly now, 
i t mus t be ief t to the his tor ian of t he fu ture , to decide accurately 
how far t he t r i u m p h was diie to the sagac i ty of the he lmsman , 
how far to the enormous advantages which were inheren t i n the 
vessel h e managed . 

T w o t h i n g s are certain. Fi rs t , the resul t of t he war with 
Spain s tar t led all civilized na t ions and announced t ha t h e r e in 
t he W e s t e r n hemisphere had arisen a new power with whom those 
na t ions m u s t reckon in fu tu re . Second, the conduct of Mr. 
McKinley before, d u r i n g and a f te r the war, and t he policies h e had 
inaugura t ed toward our new possessions met with the approval of 
a la rge m a j o r i t y of h is fellow citizens. 

T R I B U T E F R O M A M B A S S A D O R Y O U N G . 

W h e n Wi l l i am McKin ley was first named for the Pres idency 
by the Repub l i can Na t iona l Convent ion in St. Louis on J u n e 18, 
1896, h e Was at h is home in Canton, Ohio; W i t h h im was J o h n R u s -
sell Y o u n g , our la te Ambassador to China, who wrote the follow-
i n g s tory of the m a n who was dest ined to become one of the 
coun t ry ' s mar ty r s , and of h is home l ife : 

" I t has been m y privi lege to take par t in a ceremony tha t 
should live i n h i s to ry wi th t he recent coronation of t h e Czar, of 
which so m u c h h a s been wri t ten with br i l l iancy and color. I n 
Moscow all t he na t ions part icipated in the t ende r ing of the crown 
to the monarch of an empire ; t he pagean t is known to you all . I n 
Canton I have th is af ternoon witnessed t he tender of a ctoWn even 
more l u s t rous t h a n t ha t of t he Czar, involving, as seems to be t he 
will of Providence, t he Pres iden t of the Un i t ed Sta tes . 

" T h e s u n rested heavi ly on Canton all day. T h e town Was 
In an uneasy , res t less condition. T h e one t h o u g h t was McKin ley . 
T h e Major , f rom being att es tabl ished and prosperous indus t ry , 
had become a mania . T h e people walked about in a s ta te of 
repression. T h e r e was no politics in the i r concern, for at Canton 
McKin ley is not a political issue. A br ight-eyed newsdealer 
develops a s tately esteem for t he Major, whose nominat ion among 
so m a n y other t h i n g s would be sUch a b less ing to the town. 



" I t m u s t be a t r ial to have the eyes of the world tu rned upon 
you, and this, to modest Canton, res t ing here upon t he smiling, 
sheltered plains, wi th he r all too marvelous industr ies and such 
an amoun t of as yet unexpla ined progress over which to rejoice, 
to suddenly become the cent re of t he world's eyes is a sore trial . 
A n d you went about t he wholesome, contented and well shaded 
town, whose s t reets would pu t m a n y an older town to blush, feel-
i n g t ha t the air was charged wi th cyclonic influences and not 
knowing what t he day m i g h t b r ing forth. T h e Majo r was in his 
p re t ty l i t t le home, twir l ing h is eye-glasses and receiving fr iends 
with exquisi te courtesy. Not a taci turn, bu t assuredly not a talk-
ative man . 

" T h e only change in h im tha t I could note upon th is day of 
h is des t iny was t ha t he. seemed a l i t t le bet ter dressed t h a n usual , 
a k ind of wedding-day touch in h is ra iment . A soft breeze swept 
around the piazza and t he s u n kep t watch and w a r d ; now and 
then a fervent Cantonese would stop and pause and look at h is 
h o m e i n w o n d e r . O c c a s i o n a l l y o n e m o r e d a r i n g w o u l d a p p r o a c h 

t he piazza to say t ha t h e was on the road ; t ha t he had come from 
Akron, Alliance or Cleveland, and t ha t the boys were only able by 
medical advice to hold themselves in, b u t as soon as the news 
came Ohio would glow wi th carmine and fire. 

T H E O L D C O M R A D E . 

" Now and then a veteran would hobble up, and if a lit t le 
hazy in speech and gait, what m a t t e r ? H e o n l y wanted to ex-
plain t ha t he belonged to such a regiment , and if he did not have a 
bul le t h e had a ballot and would send it home as in the old days. 
T h i s is the home to which the Governor b rough t h is bride. Here 
h i s chi ldren came to him, and f rom here God took t h e m away, for 
h e is a childless man . Therefore it is a home with sacred memories. 

" O n e could not b u t recall t he Moscow coronation as he 
stepped into the modest l ibrary. You notice tha t perhaps the 
roller desk is closed. I n one corner is a long-distance telephone. 
A bright-eyed youth, wi th a flush of a u b u r n hair, whom every 
one calls 'Sam, ' has t he telephone in charge. T h e person at t he 

other end of t he wire is apparent ly a cousin, as S a m ' s outside com-
munica t ions have a domestic bear ing. I t is the room of the busy 
m a n with m a n y books—the k ind of books, as you note by the i r 
character, which a busy m a n cares to have nea r h im ; the l ibrary 
of the s tuden t who means to know what h e m u s t know in five 
minutes . 

" I t is a smal l company, ma in ly old fr iends, classmates, fel-
low soldiers, in a s ta te of t r emor and anxie ty as t h e y come to wit-
ness th i s crowning honor to a comrade. J u s t across t he hal l 
several ladies have assembled, and you h e a r the soft echoes of 
m e r r y ta lk . Mrs. McKin ley h a s a few f r iends to sha r e with he r 
t he emotions and joys of the day. About one, t he venerable 
mother arrived, j u s t in t ime for the luncheon, and as she pauses 
to greet f r iends you note t he radiant , soft, a lmost t r i u m p h a n t 
smile which shows t he compensat ion and peace t ha t res ts upon 
he r soul. 

C A L M L Y A W A I T I N G T H E N E W S . 

" T h e cynosure of seventy mil l ions of Amer icans sits in an 
easy chair , ho ld ing his eyeglasses, appa ren t ly t he mos t uncon-
cerned person in t he room. T h e piazza is crowded wi th t he 
ne ighbors and newspaper gen t lemen . T h e convention is on and 
messages come to h im over the t e legraph and the telephone. 
4 Sam, ' a t h i s telephone, is anxious tha t t he te legraph shal l not 
beat him. and is pleased when t he secre tary reads f iom the yel-
low sl ip what he had announced a minu te before. T h e news 
reports are b rough t in on typewr i t t en shee ts and read aloud. 
Occasional ly the re comes a pr ivate te legram, which the Majo r 
pu ts on a file and goes on twi r l ing h is glasses. 

" A p a r t f rom the wedding-day look of h i s clothes and j u s t a l i t t le 
closer compression of h is l ips and a touch of pallor on the fore-
head, the Major shows no care. H e looks a f te r h is guests , quick 
to every sugges t ion of hospi ta l i ty . You m u s t have a chair , or, if 
you care to follow the ballots, h e will hand you a form, or perhaps 
a glass of water would be r e f r e sh ing—a quick, observant eye as 
to the details of hospi ta l i ty . 

" T h e r e are pauses , no t much talk, r a the r the eyeglass twirl, 



"hits of innopent, bu t pspecially valuable, conversat ion thrown in 
now and then , bu t r a t h e r a tendency to silenpe, al l t h o u g h t s bent 
on St. Louis and every ea r l i s t en ing tp t he t e legraph tick. 

" T h e news came minu te by minu te . E v e r y s tage of t he 
St. Louis pagean t was made clear. "VVe heard tl}e ftght over t he 
platform, re t i rement of t he si lver men, and finally t he orfjer to 
call the roll of the States. W e hea r of t he speeches. Lodge i s 
now on his feet- Repew h a s t aken the floor for Morton. H e h a s 
called the receding s j lver delegates e r q n g sisters , a t which thpre 
is a smile over t he ropni- ^.lli^pn ha? been presented, aud then 
Fprakpr comes, b r ing ing with h i m the McKiu ley crash. Sqm® 
of u s walked over to the te lephone and ]ieard thp roar of t he 
mul t i tude h u n d r e d s of miles away, t he npise, the shout ing, the 
mus ic and the s i ng ing of t he songs-

P R O L O N G E D E N T H U S I A S M . 

" 'Sam', at the te lephone was r a t h e r impa t i en t over th i s 
en thus i a sm—his one affair t ha t t he convention should nomina te 
McKinley . T h e ted ium was broken by r ipples of ta lk , r emem-
brances of famous scenes in o ther p o l l u t i o n s , w h e n Lincoln 
defeated Seward, the t remendous s t rugg le betwepn Bla ine and 
Gran t and t he s imi lar incidents in Minneapolis . I t was r emem-
bered t ha t the usua l durat ion of these convention bl izzards was 
about half an hour , and watches were t aken put to npte how IfiUg 
t he hu r ly -bu r ly wpuld las t . 

" T h e r e is an end to everything, evpn a convention blizzard, 
and in t ime we heard, with a s igh of relief, t ha t the s tprm had 
gone down, and t ha t the Sta tes wpre to be called. 

" T h e r e were pauses \yhen some of the votes ^ e r e chal lenged, 
but l i t t le conversation- i asked t he Governor d u r i n g t h e pause 
when New York was be ing called whether votes t h u s far h a d 
r e a p e d his estimate- • R a t h e r exceeds it, ' he answered, when one 
of the company ThP had been keep ing t he ta l ly ventured t he pre-
diction t h a t when t he votes of Ohio were reached there would bp 
votes sufficient to nomina te the Governor. Anotbpr dwelt upon 
the poetic fitness of t he nominat ion be ing made by M c k i n l e y ' s 

own State . T h e r e were observations a r i s ing out of the incident, 
bu t t he Governor said noth ing , looking over t he l is t and awai t ing 
the announcement t ha t the ballot was proceeding- F i n a l l y Ohio 
cast he r forty-six votes, Ppnnsy lvan ia following, and it was dpne. 

" T h e r e was j u s t a fa int touch of color on the facp of McKin-
ley as some f r iends spoke a word of congra tu la t ion to h im Pn this 
the moment of h i s career. H e ta lked of some personal ma t te r s of 
minor i m p o r t ; shpwe4 UP pmptjon and expressed no feel ing, bul: 
when Ppnnsy lvan ia W passe4 calmly took u p h i s convention 
form apd cont inue^ to note thp vote-

" But in t he mean t ime t he g u n was fired, thp bells were r u n g 
and Canton k n e w tha t thp bolt h a 4 at las t come out of the heavens, 
and all of t he town t U r n e d out- So I camp f rom the Governor ' s 
hpusp. T h e s t reets swarmed with people—men, women, chi ldren, 
all r u s h i n g in a double-quip]c to the M c k i n l e y home, everybody 
smi l ing and m a n y pheering. T h e crowd was so l a rge t h a t it was 
necessary to walk in the s t r e e t 

F L A G S , D R U M S A N D L O U D C H E E R S . 

" S team whist les were blowing, t he houses blossomed with 
flags, d r u m s ^ e r e beating,' every breas t bloomed with a MpKinley 
favor, t he stores were closed, c lubs began to march, the members 
shou t ing and c r y i n g ' M c K i n l e y comes.' I t is a beau t i fu l sum-
mer n i g h t as I write, and t he town is in revelry, cannon firing, 
fireworks, h o r n s blowing, t he air filled with smo^e and noise. 
Canton will long remembpr th is day. St . Louis h a s crowned h e r 
pmiueut citizen a czar, and pn thus iasm in every form, quest ion-
able or otherwise, ru l e s the hour . " 

I n comment ing pn the death of t he President , a p rominent 
newspaper suppl ies us wi th t he following very appreciat ive esti-
ma te pf h is c h a r a c t e r : 

f i f e ' s w o r k w e l l d p n e ; 

L i f e ' s r a c e w e l l f u q ; 

L i f e ' s c r o w n w e l l w o n ; 

N o w c o r n e ^ r e s t 

« Both t he expected and t he unexpected have happened. T h ? 



"hits of innocent, but especially valuable, conversation thrown in 
now and then, but rather a tendency to silenpe, all thoughts bent 
on St. Louis and every ear listening tp the telegraph tick. 

" T h e news came minute by minute. Every stage of the 
St. Louis pageant was made ple^r. "We heard tl}e ftght over the 
platform, retirement of the silver men, and finally the orfjer to 
call the roll of the States. We hear of the speeches. Lodge is 
now on his feet- Repew h^s taken the floor for Morton He has 
called the receding sjlver delegates erring sisters, at W^ich there 
is a smile over the roprn. ^.ll^pn lia? been presented, and then 
Forakpr comes, bringing with him the McKinley crash. Sqm® 
of us walked over to the telephone arid ]ieard the rpar of the 
multitude hun4re4s of miles away, the nqise, the shquting, the 
music iffid the singing of the spngs. 

P R O L O N G E D E N T H U S I A S M . 

" 'Sam', at the telephone was rather impatient over this 
enthusiasm—his one affair that the convention sl^puld nominate 
McKinley. The tedium was tyrpken by ripples of talk, Remem-
brances of famous scenes in other pouventjons, when Lincoln 
defeated Seward, the tremendous struggle between Blaine and 
Grant and the similar incidents in Minneapolis. It was remem-
bered that the usual duration pi these convention blizzards was 
about half an hour, and watches were taken put to npte how Ipng 
the hurly-burly wpuld last-

"There is an end to everything, even a convention blizzard, 
and in time we heard, with a sigh of relief, that the stprm had 
gone down, and that the States were to be called. 

" There >yere pauses when some of the vptes "vy-ere challenged, 
but little conversation. I asked the Governor during the pause 
when New York was being called whether votes thus far h^d 
rp^phed his estimate- • Rather exceeds it,' he answered, when one 
of the company -^hp had been keeping the tally ventured the pre-
dictipn that when the votes of Ohio were reached there would be 
votes sufficient to nominate the Governor. Another dwelt upon 
the poetic fitness of the nomination being made by Mckinley's 

own State . T h e r e were observations a r i s ing put of the incident, 
bu t t he Governor said noth ing , looking over t he l is t and awai t ing 
the announcement t ha t the ballot was proceeding. F i n a l l y Ohio 
c^st he r forty-six yotes, Pennsy lvan ia following, and it was dpne. 

" T h e r e was j u s t a fa int touch of color pn the face of McKin-
ley as some f r iends spoke a word of congra tu la t ion tp h im on tfris 
the mpment qf h i s career. H e ta lked of some personal ma t te r s of 
minor i m p o r t ; shpwe4 nP emptjon and expressed no feel ing, bul: 
when Pennsy lvan ia wa s passe4 calmly topk u p h i s convention 
form and cont inue^ to note t he vptp. 

" But in the meantime the gun was fired, tlie hells were rung 
and PantPU knew that the bolt ha4 tf la^t come out of the heavens, 
and all of the town turned out So I c^me from the Governor's 
hpuse. The streets swarmed with people—men, women, children, 
all rushing in a donble-quip]c to the Mckinley home, everybody 
smiling and many pheering. The crow4 was so large t}iat it was 
necessary to walk in the street 

F L A G S , D R U M S A N D L O U D C H E E R S . 

" S team whist les were blowing, t he houses blossomed with 
flags, d r u m s were beating,' every breas t bloomed with a MpKinley 
favor, t he stores were closed, c lubs began to march, the members 
shou t ing and c r y i n g ' M c K i n l e y comes.' I t is a beau t i fu l sum-
mer n i g h t as I write, and t he town is in revelry, cannon firing, 
fireworks, h o r n s blpwing, t he air filled with smp^e and noise. 
Canton will long remember th is day. St . Louis h a s crowned h e r 
eminent citizen a czar, and en thus i a sm in every form, quest ion-
able or otherwise, ru l e s the hour . " 

I n comment ing pn the death of t he President , a p rominent 
newspaper suppl ies us wi th t he following very appreciat ive esti-
ma te pf h is c h a r a c t e r : 

f i f e ' s w o r k w e l l d q n e ; 

L i f e ' s r a c e w e l l f u q ; 

L i f e ' s c r o w n w e l l w o n ; 

N o w c o r n e ^ r e s t 

« Both t he expected and tlie unexpected have happened. T k ? 



expecta t ion of recovery was born of our hope, of t he almost cer-
t a in ty t h a t so dire a ca lami ty could not b l i g h t a period of such 
prosperi ty . A n d ye t when t h a t shot was fired, which was ' heard 
round the world,' t h e whole na t ion t rembled for t he safe ty of i ts 
Pres ident , and t he hea r tbea t s of t he people were mingled wi th 
sobs of unres t ra ined sorrow. 

" Mr . McKin ley in h i s official capacity represented more t h a t 
is dear to h u m a n progress t h a n any other personage or a n y 
potenta te on t he planet . He , morever, i l lus t ra ted in h i s own 
career t he g r a n d e u r of those mul t i fo rm and in sp i r ing opportu-
ni t ies which t h e gen ius of our government offers to every child 
cradled wi th in t he l imi ts of our domain. H i s ear ly pover ty did 
not s tand in t he way of h is la ter p re ferment . H e expanded t he 
circle of h is nar row c i rcumstances by the f a i t h f u l per formance of 
every d u t y t ha t fell to h is lot, un t i l a t l as t it embraced t he good 
will and confidence of a whole people, who gladly t h r u s t upon 
h i m the h i g h honors and responsibi l i t ies of the i r Chief Execu-
tive. W h e t h e r as a school teacher in h i s youth, or as a pr ivate 
in the Civil W a r , where h e won promotion by earnest fidelity as 
well as by deeds of dar ing, or l a te r on in the Governor ' s cha i r or 
on the floor of Congress , he showed t he quali t ies which men first 
learn to envy and then to admire. 

T R U E T O G O D A N D C O U N T R Y . ^ 

" H e had bu t one rule, to be t rue to h i s God, h is coun t ry and 
his own ideal of a noble character, and if as a consequence h e won 
renown i t was because h e deserved it. W e m a y have differed 
wi th h i m as to h is political theories, we may have th rown the 
whole s t r eng th of logic and a r g u m e n t into the opposition, bu t at 
t h i s moment , w h e n death has opened the door across whose 
mys te r ious th resho ld he has passed into e terni ty and into his tory, 
we t h i n k of h im not as a pa r t i san but as a man, and g lad ly give 
the meed of praise which is h is due. 

" T h e r e is no politics in the chamber wherein rests t he bier. 
W h e n death has made good its claim on mor ta l i ty we are in no 
mood to speak of a u g h t else than t he character, t he motives, t he 

v i r tues of t h e departed, and unde r th i s impulse t he whole 
Amer ican people bow the i r heads in t he presence of a na t iona l 
bereavement . . 

" Mr. M c K i n l e y was a h a r d and successful fighter tor n is 
pa r ty a brave soldier when volunteers were sough t for a dangerous 
expedition, a mos t in t repid debater when h i s personal convictions 
were involved, and so honorable t h a t on at leas t two occasions, 
when t he nominat ion for t h e Pres idency was w i t h m easy reach, 
he t u r n e d the tide f rom h imsel f in favor of t he candidate to whom 
he h a d pledged his personal influence. T h a t he had t he ambi t ion 
of office is not to be denied, bu t t h a t h e would not accept office 
un less h e could do so with an unsul l ied conscience is a fact of 
which h i s f r iends and t he whole na t ion m a y well be proud, whi le 
h i s political opponents and r ivals admire t h e fidelity which it is 
ha rd to imitate. \ 

C H A R A C T E R B U I L T O N P R I N C I P L E . 

« Mr McKin ley h a s shown by his l ife t ha t the re a re b u t few 
th ings which l a s t - a character which is bu i l t on moral principle, 
an ambit ion which seeks t he good of the count ry and a rel igion 
which can rob t he passage from the p resen t to t he f u t u r e of al l 

" ^ " T h e day following Mr. McKin ley ' s death, another j ou rna l 

paid h im th is well-merited t r ibu te : 
" Even as a wave of as tonishment accompanied the tide of 

horror t ha t was spread over t he l and by the assassin s blow a t t h e 
life of the President , so the re is now a shock of surpr i se mingled 
w ^ t he grief which bows t he American people. T h e news from 
The s t r icken Chief Magis t ra te ' s bedside from almost the firs had 
been so steadily encouraging, t ha t fear of a fatal resul t was al bu t 
banished. Dread gave place not mere ly to hope, bu t to near ly 
perfect confidence in h is recovery. r W r f n 1 re-

« T h e doctors were unan imous i n s ign ing the cheerful r ^ 
ports issued up to midn igh t on T h u r s d a y , and relatives and 
personal friends^ who were kept pr ivately informed of the condi 
tions exceeded t h e official bul le t ins in the i r assurances to the 



public tha t the Pres ident would live, T h e republic wás prepar-
i n g fot a hear t fe l t t h a n g k s g i v i n g such as h a s not occurred since 
Lee sur rendered at Appomatox. T h e suddenness of t he blow-
makes i t all t he ha rder to bear, Rejoic ing has been so swif t ly 
t u h i e d into m o u r n i n g tha t t he revulsion of feel ing s t u n s t he 
nation. 

" H e is gone, and for t he people, whose freely chosen chief 
serVailt he Was, t he r e feinaiUs ill th is hour only grief t ha t cannot 
be given expression with tongue or pen, since l a n g u a g e fails, in 
t he presence of a t r agedy so causeless, SO pathetic, so hideous. 
Blameless in h i s pr ivate life, a m a n so k indly , so r ichly endowed 
wi th t he capacity for insp i r ing f r iendship, so filled with good will 
toward others t ha t even his political opponents responded wi th 
good Will in the i r t u r n — á Warm-hearted, cordial, Chr is t ian gentle^ 
man, Wi l l i am M c K i n l e y was wi thout personal enemies, and it 
seemed u n t h i n k a b l e t ha t even madness itself could wish h im 
harm. 

M I S C R E A N T O R M A N I A C ? 

Yet in t he flower of h is use fu lness th i s good man h a s been 
cut down by an assassin. T h e wretch does not plead what is 
understood in Ainerica ás a political ihotive, T h e Pres ident ' s 
policies had critics in p len ty , fel low-countrymen of t he par ty in 
antagonis im to his, and not a few in h is own par ty , But t he 
miscreant or man iac who took his life p fe tends to no s y m p a t h y 
With the views of tlieSe critics; T h o u g h his victim WaS the 
elected Chief Magis t ra te of a self-governing republic, l imited in 
h is poWei" by t he Const i tu t ion and t he laws, and t he supreme 
ant i thes is of a hered i ta ry and absolute monarch, the assass in 
selected h im as t he representa t ive of despotism. 

" I t would be a S a t i s f a c t i o n had th is crea ture come t o us f r o m 

Some temóte and poisonous quar te r of darkes t Europe, where 
ana rchy is bred by t y r a n n y , bu t We have to face the s t range and 
humi l i a t ing fact t h a t he w a s born and reared a m o n g ourselves, 
t h o u g h h i s mind, whe ther it be sane or diseased, is as l i t t le 
American in i t s W o r k i n g s as i f he h a d never wandered beyond 
t he Confines of a Pol ish commune. T h e assassin is himself as 

unexpected, as amazing, as h is act was horr ible and astounding. 
Bu t such as t he wretch is—debased, abnormal , pet ty and gro-
tesque—it was in h is power to s l augh te r grea tness and wrap a 
nation in black. Fo r a crime so t remendous h u m a n law has no 
pena l ty tha t does not impress with i ts immeasurab le inadequacy. 

" W h i l e h i s coun t rymen s tand about t he bier of the murdered 
Pres ident sorrow's m u s t be t he one voice heard- T h e Pres ident 
h a s fallen, bu t t he republ ic is unha rmed . T h e t a sks lef t unfin-
ished by Wi l l i am McKin ley will be t aken u p by t he h a n d s of 
him whom the laws, equal to every emergency of State, appoint 
to fill t h e place so awful ly , so bloodily made vacant . Amid t he 
nat ion 's grief, amid the tears for t he m a n and t he Magis t ra te 
t aken from us by BO foul and u n n a t u r a l a crime, there comes to 
every American out of the past the voice of another victim of an 
assass in 's bullet , who, when men were tu rned d i s t r augh t by 
Lincoln ' s death , cried to them : 

" »God reigns, and the government at W a s h i n g t o n sti l l l ives P " 



C H A P T E R V I . 

M r . M c K i n l e y ' s C o m m a n d i n g I n f l u e n c e in C o n g r e s s — F a m o u s 
A u t h o r of t h e T a r i f f Bi l l B e a r i n g H i s N a m e — H i s N o t a b l e 
C a r e e r a s G o v e r n o r of O h i o — F i r s t T e r m a s P r e s i d e n t — 
H i s H o m e L i f e a n d P e r s o n a l i t y . 

TO tell t he s tory of McKin ley ' s seven te rms in Congress would 
be to tell the h i s to ry of t h a t body and of the nat ion for four-

teen years. F r o m the beg inn ing h e was an active and conspicuous 
member of t he House . H e was an American, and he reckoned 
n o t h i n g t h a t concerned Amer icans to be unwor thy of h i s notice. 
H e recognized, however, tha t in view of the vast development, 
extension and mul t ip l ica t ion of h u m a n interes ts the re was l i t t le 
hope for success as a universa l genius. A man m u s t be a special-
ist if he would a t ta in the grea tes t eminence and t he grea tes t use-
fu lness . Already, indeed, h e h a d devoted his a t ten t ion especially 
to the subject of the tariff and i ts bear ings upon Amer ican indus t ry . 

T h e s tory is told t h a t soon a f te r he opened his law office a t 
Canton, while he was as ye t an un t ra ined youth, h e was drawn 
in to a debate upon t ha t subject . Pi t ted agains t h im was a trained, 
shrewd and experienced lawyer, who h a d at h is tongue ' s end all 
t he specious sophistr ies of f ree trade. T h e older and more exper t 
debater won a seeming victory, bu t McKinley , t h o u g h silenced for 
a time, was not convinced. " No one will ever overcome me again 
in tha t way," h e said to a companion. " I know I am r i g h t and I 
know tha t I can prove it ." Thence fo r th the s tudy of books and 
m e n and condit ions of i n d u s t r y to a t ta in tha t end was the chief 
labor of h is life. 

T h e first speech h e made in Congress was on t he subject of 
the tariff, and, as a l ready stated, was in opposition to t he non-
protective bill in t roduced by F e r n a n d o Wood, of New York, in 
1878. T h a t speech made a m a r k e d impression upon the House 
and the nat ion, and thencefor th its au thor was looked to in every 
tariff debate to be one of t he chief upholders of protection. A n 

126 

incident related b y J u d g e Kel ley, member of Congress f rom Penn-
sylvania , in h i s eulogy upon Dudley C. Haske l l , shows how 
effectively McKin ley answered th i s expectat ion. I t was when 
t he famous Mil ls bi l l was before the House . Ke l l ey was to open 
the debate on the Repub l i can side and M c K i n l e y was to close it. 
Haske l l , who was a member of t h e W a y s and Means Committee, 
and a par t i cu la r ly s t rong debater, desired the honor of closing 
the debate, and asked J u d g e Kel ley to persuade McKin ley to 
give way to h im. 

T h e J u d g e went to M c K i n l e y and repeated H a s k e l l ' s r e q u e s t 
McKin ley readi ly consented, s ay ing t ha t h e did not care in what 
order h e spoke. So it happened t ha t McKin ley was t he four th 
or fifth speaker and Haske l l was to t a lk last . A t t he conclusion 
of McKin ley ' s speech, a n u m b e r of the members crowded a round 
to congra tu la te h im. Foremost a m o n g t h e m was Haske l l , who 
seized McKin ley ' s h a n d enthus ias t ica l ly , e x c l a i m i n g : " Major , I 
shal l speak l a s t ; bu t you, sir, have closed t he debate." 

A N A U T H O R I T Y O N T A R I F F Q U E S T I O N S . 

W i t h such years of preparat ion Majo r M c K i n l e y was uni -
versal ly recognized as the one man of all best qualified to f r ame 
a new tariff law, which it seemed desirable to enact when t he 
Republ icans resumed fu l l control of the Governmen t in 1889. 
H e was appointed Cha i rman of the W a y s and Means Committee, 
and present ly gave to the nat ion t he great measu re which bears 
h is name. Of h is work, in connection with it, he spoke modest ly . 
" I was C h a i r m a n of the Commit tee ," h e said, " and I performed 
m y dut ies as best I could. T h a t is all. Some of the s t ronges t 
men in Congress were on t he Committee, and the e ight of u s 
hea rd everybody, considered every th ing , and made u p the best 
tariff law we knew how to f rame." Env ious r ivals and unscru-
pulous foes have sough t to beli t t le h i s fame by declar ing t ha t it 
was not h i s bill at all, t ha t it was real ly f ramed by others, and 
tha t h is connection with it was pure ly accidental. 

T o no in te l l igent reader of the h is tory of the t ime can it be 
necessary to spend much space in r e f u t i n g t h a t s tupid ca lumny. 



McKin ley was the ah thbr and finisher of t ha t bill. H e conceived 
its gehét-aì principles. H e gave count less days ánd n i g h t s of 
s tudy and of toil to t he elaboration of i ts detáils. By his u n s u i -
passed leadership lie secured i ts adoption b y t he Hotise wi thbüt 
resor t ing to a pá r ty Caúctis—ah unprecedented achievement . H e 
bore t he brui i t of t he host i le criticism which was heaped upon 
t he láw hy t he f ree t rádérs of Great Bri ta in . T o him, and to 
h im alone, are due the honor and t he fame which the bet ter 
j u d g m e n t of t he world has awarded to the au tho r bf t ha t historic 
measure . 

B E N E F I T S O F T H E B I L L . 

T h e M c K i h l ë y Tar i f f bill took t he t ax f rom Some of the 
chief necessit ies bf life, s t imulated old industr ies; and called rieto 
ones of Vast m a g n i t u d e ihtb prosperous ex i s t ence ; grea t ly 
extended, by a wise systehi of reciprocity; t he ibreign commercé 
of thè country, ánd provided means föir conduct ing t he Govern-
m e n t and for kéep ihg t he financial credit bf t he na t ioh unim-
paired. T h e s e are the facts now abundan t l y recognized beyond 
all chal lenge. W e may quote as absolutely t r u e t h e words 
spbkett by Mr. McKin ley himsel f a t the t ime when t he measu re 
Was repealed and a subs t i tu te pu t in i ts placé :— 

" T h e law of 189b was enacted für tíie Amer ican péoplè ahd 
the Amer ican Home. WhatëVer inistakéS were nlàde ih i t were 
all made in fàvbf of t hè occupations and the firesides of t he 
Amet ican pèbple. I t d idn ' t t ake áway a s ihgle dáy ' s \Vork frbirt 
a s o l i t à r i Aìner iean wbrkingìhah . I t gave tvork and wages to 
all, such às t h e y had néver had beforè. I t did it by es tab l i sh ing 
new and gréât indus t r ies ih th i s cbuntry; which increased t he 
demand fbr the skil l ahd handiwbrk of our laborers everywhere. 
I t had ho f r iends i n Europe . I t gáve the i r industr ie^ ho s t imu-
lus . I t gave ho émpioVmènt to tlièir láBor at the expehse bf bur 
own. 

" D ü r i n g intìre than two years of the Adminis t ra t ion of Presi-
dent Har r i son , ahd down to i ts end, it raised all t he r evenue 
necessary to pajr t hé vast expendi tu res of the GoVernniéht, includ-
ing t he in teres t on t he public debt and the pensions. I t nevet 

encroached upon the gold reserve, which in the pas t had a lways 
been sacredly preserved for the redemption of ou t s t and ing paper 
obl igat ions of t he Government . 

" D u r i n g all of i ts operations, down to t he change and 
reversal of i t s policy by t he election of 1892, no m a n can assert 
tha t in the indus t r ies affected by i t wages were too h igh, a l t h o u g h 
they were h ighe r t h a n ever before in th i s or a n y other country . 
If any such can be found, I beg t h a t t hey be named. I chal-
lenge t he enemies of t he law oi 1890 to n a m e a s ingle indus t ry of 
that k ind . F u r t h e r , I asser t t h a t in t he indus t r i e s affected by 
t ha t law, which t ha t law fostered, no Amer ican consumer suffered 
by t he increased cost of any home products t ha t h e bought . H e 
never bough t them so low before, nor did h e ever en joy the bene-
fit of so m u c h open, free, home competi t ion. Ne i the r producer 
nor consumer, employer or employe, suffered by t ha t law." 

N O M I N A T E D F O R G O V E R N O R . 

A t t he election of 1890, as we have said, t he opposing par ty 
by ge r rymande r ing defeated Mr. McKin ley b y 300 votes in a dis-
tr ict normal ly Democratic by 2,900, and t h u s prevented h is r e t u r n 
to Congress. T h e answer to h is defeat came unhes i t a t ing ly . 
Mr. MeKin ley was nominated by t he Republ icans by acclamation 
for Governor of the State. T h e n followed one of t he most memor-
able campa igns ever waged in the Buckeye State. 

Mr. McKin ley began his campaign on A u g u s t 1, and for 
three mon ths h e travelled n i g h t and day, m a k i n g from two to a 
dozen speeches a day, unt i l he had visited every county in t he 
State. H i s campaign was on nat ional issues, on the tariff, on 
protection ; and so eloquently and passionately did h e defend his 
principles t h a t great crowds tu rned out to hear h im. T h e a t ten-
tion of the whole count ry was drawn to the Sta te of Ohio and its 
campaign. Newspaper correspondents followed t he champion of 
protection in h i s tour of the State, and filled t he press of the 
country with descriptions of scenes novel in political campaigns . 

E v e r y inch of ground was s tubbornly contested, bu t the peo-
ple tu rned to McKinley a s the apostle of t he t rue dispensation, 
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and women and children said h e had made protection and tariff 
p la in to them. I n t ha t campaign, the first general campaign 
Mr. McKin ley had ever made, he was pronounced the best vote-
get ter ever seen on t he s t u m p in Ohio. H e won the admirat ion 
of opponents, as h e won t he devotion of h is own party, and his 
election b y a handsome ma jo r i ty was g ra t i fy ing to one party, 
wi thout be ing a source of bi t terness to the r ank and file of the 
other. A s h i s first t e rm in the Governor 's chair drew toward its 
close h e was renominated by acclamation, and af ter another spiri ted 
campaign h e was re-elected, in 1893, by a major i ty of more t h a n 
80,000, at t ha t t ime the larges t bu t one in the h is tory of t he State. 

S E C U R E D N E E D E D R E F O R M S . 

As Governor, Mr. McKin ley never forgot t ha t he was the 
Chief Magis t ra te , not mere ly of the par ty which had elected h im, 
bu t of the whole State, and he was u n t i r i n g in h i s efforts to secure 
for the whole Sta te a wise, economical, and honorable adminis t ra-
tion. H e took grea t in teres t in the m a n a g e m e n t of the public 
ins t i tu t ions of t he State, m a k i n g a special s tudy of means for the i r 
be t terment , and secur ing m a n y impor tan t and much-needed re-
forms. H e u rged t he preserv ing and improving of t he canal 
sys tem, and was an earnes t promoter of the movement for good 
roads. ' T o t he quest ion of tax reform he paid much at tent ion and 
repeatedly u rged i ts impor tance upon the Legis la ture . M a n y 
quest ions re la t ing to t he welfare of work ingmen became acute 
d u r i n g h is adminis t ra t ion , and were dealt with by h im in a spir i t of 
in te l l igent s y m p a t h y . 

H e had a l ready long been known as an advocate of the eight-
h o u r system, and of arbi t ra t ion as a means of se t t l ing disputes 
between employers and employes. I t was due to h i s ini t iat ive 
t ha t the State Board of Arbi t ra t ion was established in Ohio, and 
to i ts successful operat ion he gave for near ly four years h is close 
personal at tention. H e made various wise recommendat ions for 
legislat ion for the hotter protection of life and l imb in indus t r i a l 
pu r su i t s and as a resu l t several sa lu ta ry laws to such effect were 
p u t upon t he s t a tu te books. W h e n dest i tut ion and distress 

prevailed among the miners of the H o c k i n g Val ley, he acted wi th 
character is t ic p romptness and decision. News t ha t m a n y families 
were in dange r of s t a rv ing reached h im at midn igh t . Before sun-
r ise he had a carload of provisions on t he way to the i r relief. 

D u r i n g the s u m m e r of 1894 s t r ikes and o ther d is turbances 
prevailed, especially on the chief ra i l road lines, and for three 
weeks reg iments of mil i t ia were on du ty , acqu i t t ing themselves 
most creditably for the protection of p roper ty and enforcement of 
the law, wi thout any unnecesssary h a r s h n e s s towards e i ther pa r ty 
to t he disputes . On two notewor thy occasions desperate efforts 
were made by ill-advised mobs to commit the cr ime of lynch ing . 
Governor McKin ley prompt ly used t he mi l i tary forces of the S ta te 
to prevent such violence of law and dishonor of the Commonweal th , 
and showed himself a thorough mas t e r of the t r y i n g s i tuat ion. 

N O F R I E N D T O R E D T A P E . 

A dist inct ive fea ture of the McKin ley Adminis t ra t ion was the 
absence of red tape and needless formal i ty . I n h is method of 
t r ansac t ing bus iness t he Governor was concise and direct, and in 
h is intercourse with people, t h o u g h dignified, he was a lways ap-
proachable and genial . Access was readily had to h im at al l 
reasonable t imes, and no mat te r of actual in teres t ever failed to 
receive h is courteous, p rompt and pa in s t ak ing at tent ion. 

In 1884, Mr. McKin ley was a delegate-at-large f rom Ohio 
to the Repub l i can N o m i n a t i n g Convention, and helped to place 
J a m e s G. Blaine on t he t icket . A t t he Nat iona l Convention of 
1888 he represented Ohio in the same capacity and was an earnes t 
and loyal suppor te r of J o h n S h e r m a n . A t t ha t convention, af ter 
the first day 's balloting, the indications were t ha t Mr. McKin ley 
himsel f m i g h t be made the candidate. T h e n his s t r eng th of pur-
pose and his h igh ideas of loyal ty and honor showed themselves, 
for in an earnes t and s t i r r ing speech h e demanded tha t no vote be 
cast for h im. 

F r o m the first two delegates had been vo t ing pers i s ten t ly for 
him, a l t hough he had not, of course, been formal ly placed in 
nominat ion. Now the number of his suppor ters rose to fourteen. 



All t he Repub l i can Congressmen at W a s h i n g t o n te legraphed to 
t he convention u r g i n g h i s nominat ion. T h e a i r became electrified 
with premoni t ions of a s tampede. 

Mr. M c K i n l e y had l istened to the announcement of two votes 
for h im on each ballot with mingled annoyance and a m u s e m e n t 
But now the case was growing serious. T h e n e x t ballot m i g h t 
give h im a ma jo r i ty of the whole convention. H e h a d only to sit 
st i l l and t he r ipe f ru i t would drop into h is hands . H e h a d only 
to u t t e r an equivocal protest and the r e su l t would be the same. 
Bu t the re was n o t h i n g equivocal about W i l l i a m McKinley . O n 
one side was h is personal honor ; on t he o ther side t he Pres idency 
of t he Un i t ed States. I n choosing between t he two hesi ta t ion was 
impossible. H e sp rang to h is feet with an expression upon his 
face and an accent in h is voice tha t thr i l led the vast assembly, bu t 
h u s h e d i t m u t e and si lent as t he grave while he spoke and fore-
stalled t he movement to make h im the Pres ident ia l nominee. 

C H A I R M A N O F T H E C O N V E N T I O N . 

Mr, McKinley again occupied a seat as a delegate-at-large 
f rom Ohio in t h e Na t iona l Convention of 189a, and was made the 
pe rmanen t cha i rman of t h e convention. O n t h i s occasion an 
incident s imilar to t ha t of 1888 occurred. Mr. McKin ley was 
pledged in honor to the suppor t of Pres ident Har r i son for renomi-
nation, and he, as ea rnes t ly and as loyal ly as h e had supported 
Mr. S h e r m a n four years before, labored for Mr. H a r r i s o n ' s suc-
cess. T h e Repub l i can leaders who were opposed to Har r i son ' s 
renominat ion sough t to accomplish the i r purpose by s t amped ing 
t he convention for M c K i n l e y himself . N o less t h a n 182 votes 
were cast for h im, aga ins t h is earnes t protest . 

W h e n t he vote of Ohio was announced, " 44 for McKinley , 
h e h imse l f f rom the chair chal lenged i ts correctness. T h e reply 
was made tha t h e was not t h e n a member of the delegation, h is 
a l ternate t a k i n g h i s place when h e was elected to t he chair 
T h e r e u p o n Mr. McKin ley called another man to t he chair and 
took his place upon the floor, checked the incipient stampede, 
and moved t ha t the renomina t ion of Har r i son be made u n a m -

mous. " Your t u r n will come in 1896 I" shou ted h is supporters , 
and t h a t prophecy was dest ined to be fulfilled. 

H a v i n g meanwhi le , as h a s a l ready been set for th, been 
th rown out of h is seat i n the H o u s e of Representa t ives , and 
served two t e r m s as Governor of Ohio, Mr. McKin ley formal ly 
entered the campa ign of 1896, as an asp i ran t for t he Repub l i can 
nominat ion, and so earnes t ly and sk i l fu l ly was t he canvass in 
h is behalf conducted, unde r t he leadersh ip of M a r k A. H a n n a , 
that , when t he convention assembled a t St . Louis in t ha t year, 
h is nominat ion was a foregone conclusion. 

O n t he first and o m y ballot t aken b e received 661 1-2 votes, 
to 84 1-2 cast for T h o r ' a s B. Reed, 60 1-2 for Ma t thew S. Q u a y 
(58 of these coming f rom the S ta te of Pennsy lvan ia ) , 58 for Levi 
P. Morton, and 35 1-2 for Wi l l i am B. All ison. T h e election 
resul ted in a t r i u m p h a n t victory for Mr. McKinley , who received 
271 votes i n the Electoral College, to 176 cast for Wi l l i am J . 
Bryan. Ga r r e t A. Hobar t , of New Jersey , was elected Vice-
Pres ident at t he same time, bu t died before t he end of h i s t e rm 
• Y* 

1 1 1 ° ° e ' R E V I V A L O F P R O S P E R I T Y . 

T h e first adminis t ra t ion of Pres ident McKin ley was marked 
b y t he passage of t h e Ding ley Tar i f f Ac t in J u n e , 1897, by t he 
beg inn ing of a revival of prosper i ty t h r o u g h o u t t he coun t ry 
which h a s cont inued ever since ; by the success fu l wag ing of the 
war t ha t wrested from Spain t he las t vest iges of he r vast colonial 
empire, and placed t he Un i t ed S ta tes in t he first r a n k as a Wor ld 
P o w e r ; and by t he approval, on March 14, 1900, of t he Act of 
Congress unequivocal ly es tab l i sh ing t he gold s tandard . 

Soon af ter Mr. McKin ley was inducted into office, an effort 
was made to secure t he recognition by Congress of the bell igerency 
of the Cuban insurgen ts , bu t the jo int resolution to t h a t effect 
secured the endorsement of the Sena te only. T h e relations 
between t he Uni ted Sta tes and Spain were severely s t rained 
th roughout t he year 1897 because of t he b ru ta l m a n n e r in which 
the efforts to restore Spanish domination in Cuba were prosecuted. 

O n J a n u a r y 25, 1898, the protected cruiser Maine arrived m 



the harbor of Havana , hav ing been ordered th i ther by Pres ident 
McKin ley as an act of courtesy to the Span ish Government , and 
not as a menace, which was the interpretat ion put upon i t by t he 
Span i sh people, if not by the i r government . O n F e b r u a r y 15, the 
Maine was blown u p whi le r id ing peaceful ly in the harbor of 
Havana , with terr ible loss of life. Af t e r th is t ragedy the termina-
t ion of peaceful relat ions between t he Un i t ed Sta tes and S p a m 

was only a quest ion of t ime. . . . 
On March 5, General F i t z h u g h Lee 's recall f rom h i s position 

as Consul-General of t he Uni ted S ta tes at H a v a n a was requested by 
t h e S p a n i s h Government , and p r o m p t l y re fused by t he Un i t ed States. 
Two days later a bil l was int roduced in t h e H o u s e appropr ia t ing 
$50,000,000 for nat ional defense, which became a law by President 
McKin ley ' s s igna ture on March 9. T h e report of a Court of 
I nqu i ry into the Maine disaster, which was t ransmi t ted to Con-
gress and made public on March 28, still f u r t h e r s t ra ined t he 
relations between t he two countries, and on Apr i l 5, al l t he United 
Sta tes Consuls in Cuba were recalled. 

F I G H T F O R C U B A N I N D E P E N D E N C E . 

O n the n t h , Pres iden t McKin ley sent a message to Congress 
on t he Cuban si tuat ion, in which h e advised t he in tervent ion of 
t he Uni ted S ta tes in t he affairs of t he is land, bu t without a recog-
ni t ion of the i n s u r g e n t government . T h i s conservative action 
was direct ly due to t he firmness of the Pres iden t m res is t ing t he 
policy advocated by t he radical e lement in Congress . T h e situa-
t ion developed rap id ly a f te r this, and on Apri l 19, Congress passed 
t he jo int resolution recognizing t he independence of the I s l and of 
Cuba, and au thor i z ing t he Pres iden t to in tervene with t he armed 
forces of the Un i t ed States . , . . 

O n the fol lowing day, Pres iden t McKin ley issued an ulti-
m a t u m to Spain, i n accordance wi th t he te rms of t he resolut ion 
passed by Congress ; on the 21st, Minis te r Woodford received h i s 
passports from the Span i sh Government , and on t he 2 2 d , Pres ident 
McKin ley issued a proclamation declar ing tha t a state of hostil-
ities existed. 

I t is unnecessary in th i s connection to en te r into t h e details 
of t he brief bu t br i l l i an t campa ign which ensued, and which 
r e s u l ^ d , despi te m a n y mis takes and b lunders by t he W a r 
Depar tment , in t he prompt ext inct ion of Span ish rule, not on ly 
in Cuba and in Porto Rico, b u t in t h e Ph i l ipp ine archipelago as 
well. O n A u g u s t 12, a peace protocol was s igned between Spain 
and t he Uni ted States, and host i l i t ies were suddenly terminated. 
T h e two nat ions t h e u entered upon t he t a sk of res tor ing peaceful 
relat ions, which were effected by t he s i gn ing at Paris , on Decem-
ber 12, of a formal t rea ty of peace. 

R E T U R N O F P E A C E . 

On F e b r u a r y 10, 1899, t he t rea ty of peace, hav ing been rati-
fied by the Sena te was s igned b y Pres ident McKin ley , and on 
March 17, t he Queen R e g e n t of Spa in affixed he r s i gna tu re to the 
same document . T h e complete r e t u r n of peaceful relat ions was 
signalized on J u n e 16 by the arr ival in Madrid of Bel lamy Storer, 
the new Minis te r of t he Un i t ed Sta tes to Spain. Meanwhile , ea r ly 
in t he year, a formidable insur rec t ion aga ins t Uni ted Sta tes 
au thor i ty broke out in the Phi l ippines , unde r the leadersh ip of 
Emi l io Aguinaldo, and was prosecuted with v a r y i n g success un t i l 
i ts collapse ear ly in 1901, which was s ignal ized, on March 23, by 

t he capture of Aguinaldo. 
As Pres ident McKin ley ' s first t e rm drew towards a close, 

there was no dissent ient voice in t he Republ ican par ty to the 
popular demand for h i s renominat ion and re-election. T h e 
Nat ional Convention of 1900 met in Phi ladelphia , in J u n e , and 
renominated Mr. McKin ley b y a u n a n i m o u s voice, Governor 
Theodore Roosevelt, of New York, be ing placed on the t icket as 
the candidate for Vice President , and Wi l l i am J . Bryan again 
becoming McKinley ' s Democratic and Populis t ic opponent. T h e 
contest at the polls resul ted in an even more decided t r i umph for 
Mr. McKinley than t ha t of 1896, he receiving 292 votes m the 
Electoral Colleges, to 155 cast for Mr . Bryan . Every Nor the rn 
State, except Colorado, Idaho, Montana and Nevada gave its vote 

to Wi l l i am McKinley. 



Pres ident MeKin ley was i naugura t ed for liis second te rm on 
March 4, 1901, when h e reappointed h is Cabinet, and made few 
changes i n t he personnel of h i s first adminis trat ion. T h e policy 
which he had adopted in dea l ing wi th t he Terr i tor ies acquired 
from Spain was a m p l y sus ta ined by t he decisions of t he Supreme 
Court in t he so-called insu la r cases, delivered in June , as far as 
t hey disposed of t h e issues before the Court . T h e r e was a recog-
nized difference between the s i tuat ion i n Porto Rico and t ha t i n 
t he Phil ippines, and t he final disposition of t he s t a tus of the 
la t ter was not t h e n determined. 

G O V E R N M E N T F O R T H E P H I L I P P I N E S . 

T h e decisions of t he Court , as far as t hey went, made neces-
sa ry some s l ight al terat ions in the plans which Pres ident MeKin ley 
had made for procla iming a fu l l sys tem of civil govern-
m e n t in t he Phi l ipp ines on J u l y 4th, bu t a par t ia l sys tem was 
pu t in operation on t h a t date. La te in Ju ly , on notice from the 
Porto Rican Legis la ture t ha t a sys tem of local taxat ion had been 
establ ished in t he is land which would yield revenue sufficient for 
t he support of i ts government , t he Pres ident issued a proclama-
tion declar ing t he abolition of impor t and export dut ies on the 
t r ade of Porto Rico with t he Uni ted States, which had been im-
posed b y t he so-called F o r a k e r law, which provided a form of 
civil government for t he is land. 

T h i s was t he las t notable event in Pres ident McKin ley ' s 
adminis t ra t ion previous to t he b ru ta l assaul t upon h im by t he 
anarchis t Czolgosz, wi thin t he enclosure of t he P a n - A m e n c a n 
Expos i t ion a t Buffalo, on F r iday , September 6th. 

T h e domestic l ife of Wi l l i am MeKin ley was typical of the 
best Amer ican phase. On t he occasion of h i s visit to h i s sister, 
a t Canton, j u s t a f te r t he war, which decided h i s l ife vocation, he 
m e t one of h is s is ter ' s fr iends, a p re t ty school girl, named Ida 
Saxton, t he d a u g h t e r of J a m e s Saxton, a well-to-do banke r of the 
town. A mere acquain tanceship was formed at t he time, and 
when h e went to Albany to s tudy law, and she to a seminary a t 
Media, in Pennsylvania , to complete he r education, t hey tempo-
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yarily lost s igh t of each other. A few years later, when Mr. 
MeKin ley re turned to Canton to open h i s law office, and Miss 
Sax ton came home f rom school and a Eu ropean tour, t h e y met 
aga in and renewed t he old acquaintance, which soon passed 
t h r o u g h the s tage of mere f r i endsh ip in to love. 

T h e i r mar r iage took place on J a n u a r y 25, 1871, in t he Pres-
byter ian Church at Canton, which had been bui l t almost en t i re ly 
t h r o u g h t he l iberal i ty of t h e br ide ' s g randmothe r . T h e cere-
mony was performed by Dr. Buck ingham, the pastor of the church , 
assisted by Dr. Ends ley , of t he Methodis t Episcopal Church , of 
which Majo r MeKin ley was a member . 

T H E H O M E O F T H E P R E S I D E N T . 

Major and Mrs. M e K i n l e y began housekeep ing in Canton in 
t he house which h a s been made famil iar to t he world by innum-
erable i l lustrat ions, a l t h o u g h a grea t pa r t of the i r marr ied life h a s 
been passed a t W a s h i n g t o n d u r i n g h e r h u s b a n d ' s long te rm of 
service in Congress as well as t h e Pres idency, and four years of 
it in t he Governor 's mans ion a t Columbus . T w o daugh te r s were 
born to them, both dy ing in ear ly childhood. T h e first child, 
named Kate , was born on Chr i s tmas Day, 1871. 

Tust before t he b i r th of t he second daugh t e r , named Ida, Mrs. 
MeKin lev was called upon to m o u r n t h e dea th of he r own mother , 
and never recovered fu l ly from the shock and t he long and severe 
i l lness which she sus ta ined as a consequence. T h e younge r child 
died wi thin six months , and shor t ly a f te rwards Mr. and Mrs. Me-
Kin ley were called upon to follow the i r first b o m also to the grave. 

T h i s accumulat ion of afflictions increased the devotion to each 
other of the bereaved parents , which h a s been t he occasion of 
r emark by all who have been b r o u g h t in to personal contact wi th 
them. Mrs. MeKinley, as a l ready s ta ted, never recovered from 
the prostrat ion of hea l th and s t r e n g t h f rom which she suffered at 
the t ime of t he i l lness a l ready al luded to. A part ial para lys is of 
one leg made i t difficult, a l though not pa infu l , for he r to be upon 
he r feet, and th is inabil i ty for exercise in t u r n had a geriQUS effect 
upon h e r genera l heal th , 



Y e t she had always accompanied he r h u s b a n d when he went 
to W a s h i n g t o n in t he discharge of h is Congressional duties, and 
on more t h a n one occasion accompanied h im on extended tours m 
different par t s of the coun t ry . O n the other hand, Mr. McKin ley 
never spent away f rom his wife 's side a s ingle hour t ha t had not 
been demanded for the actual performance of h i s public dut ies 

I n t he sp r ing of 1901, Pres ident McKinley , accompanied ty 
several members of h is Cabinet, made a notable j o u r n e y across 
the Continent , to be present at S a n Francisco on t he occas ionof 
t he l a u n c h i n g the re of the bat t leship " O h i o . " Mrs McKin ley 
accompanied t he Pres iden t on t h i s trip, which was dest ined to 
prove too protracted and too fa t igu ing for he r feeble hea l th . A 
few days before the Pres ident ia l pa r ty was due 111 S a n Francisco, 
i t was found necessary for t he Pres ident to has ten to t ha t place 
with h is wife, whose condition h a d now become critical. 

L I N G E R E D A T D E A T H ' S D O O R . 

For some days d u r i n g May Mrs. McKin ley l ingered at death 's 
door; b u t at las t the re was a change for t he better, and a f ter she 
Z gained sufficient s t r eng th to s t and t he j o u r n e y East , she rapidly 
recovered he r former measure of hea l th at he r old h o m e m Canton. 
T h r o u g h o u t th is t r y i n g and anxious period, the Pres ident ' s devo-
tion to h i s sick and helpless wife was touch ing m the extreme, 
and evoked in h i s favor the universal admirat ion of h is country-

m e ° Pres ident McKin ley h a d a s ingu la r ly a t t r a e t i v e p e r s o n a l i ^ 
Always courteous and affable, h e possessed a d ign i ty of m i n d 
I d d e o o r t m e n t t h a t precluded any a t t empt at offensive famil-
S P N a t u r e had endowed h i m with a splendid c o n s t « 
which h a d never been impaired by excesses of a n y s o r t I n 
l ^ e t e l o w , r a t h e r t h a n above, the medium height , h is broad 
shoulders and erect figure gave h im a commanding P ™ , « 3 

face was often l ikened to t ha t of Napoleon Bonaparte b u t * 
actual ly resembled t h a t of Daniel W e b s t e r more closely. H e 
h a d a ful l , h igh , and broad fo rehead ; deep-set piercing eyes of 
b lu ish gr y, w h k h looked almost black benea th t h e heavy black 

eyebrows; a square and massive jaw, and clean-cut features 
th roughout . 

Possessed of unusua l oratorical powers, he was also a delight-
fu l conversationalist. H i s conversation, which ranged easily over 
all the in teres t ing topics and episodes of t he day, was distin-
guished by an absolute pu r i ty of tone, no word ever escaping his 
l ips tha t h e migh t hesi ta te to u t t e r in a n y presence. H e d rank 
no intoxicat ing l iquors , bu t was fond of a good cigar, and was 
also fond of music, and had almost a passion for flowers. H e 
invariably dressed in black, wear ing a frock coat closely buttoned, 
and a s i lk hat , and his face was always smoothly shaven. 

A s a public speaker, h i s appearance on t he pla t form ins tan t ly 
commanded attention, and he was a lways impressive as well as 
pleasing. Gifted with a rich tenor voice, fu l l and vibrant, he 
never had to s t ra in it to make himsel f heard. I n public he ta lked 
slowly and earnest ly, in words of common use and of few sylla-
bles, h is discourse be ing enforced by comparat ively l i t t le gest icu-
lation. However abstract m i g h t be h i s t heme or exal ted h is 
ideas, h is l a n g u a g e was a lways made plain to the ordinary intel-
ligence. 

I N V O L V E D B Y B A N K E R ' S F A I L U R E . 

By the failure, in Februa ry , 1893, of Rober t L. Wa lke r , a 
prominent banker and capital ist of Youngs town, Ohio, Mr. 
McKinley , who was then Governor of t h e S ta te , was deeply 
involved. H e h a d t rus ted implic i t ly in Mr. W a l k e r ' s hones ty and 
good j u d g m e n t and had become more deeply involved, by t he 
endorsement of t he insolvent 's paper, t han h e suspected. Mr. 
McKinley , as soon as he was made aware of the extent of his 
misfor tune, turned all h i s proper ty over to t rustees , for the benefit 
of his creditors, t he separate estate of Mrs. McKinley , which was 
considerable in size, t a k i n g t he same course wi thout any hesita-
t ion on he r part. T h e total indebtedness amounted to $106,000, 
all which was provided for by f r iends i n t he course of a year, and 
in Februa ry , 1894, the t rus tees deeded back to both Mr . and Mrs. 
McKin ley the i r original estates intact . 

T h e dea th of President McKin ley came with t he greater 



shock after the hope of h is recovery had seemed so well estab-
lished. I n the week of wai t ing the country learned how h igh ly 
it prized t h e life tha t was h a n g i n g in the balance. Mr. McKinley 
had come to the Presidency with the usua l d is t rus t of many and 
with the enthusias t ic devotion probably of very few. Year by 
year, as he steadily broadened to the responsibilit ies of his h igh 
Office, and the party politician ripened i n t o the nat ional statesman, 
he had constant ly grown in the est imation of h is countrymen, 
Who recognized in h im a h igh type of patriotic American citizen-
ship, and freely extended to h im the confidence t ha t his proved 
character had earned. 

H E L D I N H I G H E S T E S T E E M . 

No modern Pres ident has held a su re r p laee in contemporary 
esteem than McKin ley had at tained th rough years of tr ial tha t 
had tested and developed his h ighe r qualities. At no t ime m his 
career was the universal i ty of th is k ind ly feeling toward h im 
more apparent t h a n at this fatal visit to Buffalo and m the ready 
response to h is up l i f t ing speech at the Exposi t ion. I t was a 
speech t ha t mus t in any event have been remembered, bu t tha t 
will be recalled with especial interest now as m a r k i n g the cul-
mination of McKinley '6 development in s ta tesmanship and 
embodying h is las t patriotic aspirations for the great nat ion whose 
t rue spirit he had so well understood. 

I n his personal and domestic relations also we may be glad to 
claim h im as a typical American, clean, up r igh t and serious-
m i n d e d , of simple habi ts yet meet ing all t h e exactions of life 
with unaffected dignity. T h e s e personal quali t ies had s t rength-
ened the general confidence tha t grew u p in the President s publ c 
character, and t h u s an element of personal sorrow was added to 
the horror with with which the count ry heard of h is cruel 

^ t e T o t r y from such a wound seemed at the t ime impossible, 
u n t i l the real ly marvelous skil l of su rge ry had opened a hope 
that in a few days grew almost to a certainty. Yet the shoeK 
was greater than had been believed, and in spite of skil l and 

science the sufferer 's l i fe has ebbed away, to the hear t fe l t grief of 
the whole American people. 

T h e man who needs o» r prayers to-day is the new President. 
Under our Republican system a change of administrat ion makes 
no apparent disturbance, yet may ul t imate ly involve more 
actual difference of policy t h a n the accession of a monarch. Of 
the Vice Presidents who have succeeded to the Presidency hereto-
fore, Tyler , Fi l lmore and Johnson broke more or less completely 
with their party associations and the change from Garfield to 
A r t h u r was of pronounced effect. 

I n each case the Vice President had represented a different fac-
tion in his p a r t y ; bu t there is no such recognized division in the 
par ty at this t ime and no reason to anticipate any change of 
policy from Mr. Roosevelt beyond tha t which may eventually 
resul t from his own different temperament and tha t of the men 
he is l ikely to select as his advisers. 

P O W E R O F E X E C U T I V E L I M I T E D . 

T h e absolute power of the President is limited ; his influence 
is great. Mr. Roosevelt br ings to the office an experience beyond 
h is years, a broad cul ture t ha t is unusua l in our public men, an 
earnestness and energy tha t have shown in m a n y fields of en-
deavor, and above all, a b u r n i n g patriotism tha t is inspired 
always by h igh ideals and governed by a courageous upr ightness 
tha t cannot fail to make its impression on our public life. 

H e is not untr ied in responsible position, and he always has car-
ried himself with such h igh honor tha t we need not fear to t rus t 
the Chief Magis t racy to him, confident tha t all the energy of his 
na ture and the s t rength of his man ly character will be devoted 
purely, and with a sober sense of deep responsibility, to the unsel-
fish service of the nation. 

And so, amid the profound sorrow tha t has fallen upon us 
all, the nat ion goes on i ts way in confidence and hope. Our insti-
tut ions are deep-rOoted beyond the reach of pass ing change, and 
the in tegr i ty and devotion of the national conscience will hold the 
coun t ry 0 safe aud right th rough all vicissitudes. McKinley ' s 



shock a f t e r t h e hope of h i s recovery h a d seemed so well estab-
l ished. I n t h e week of w a i t i n g t h e c o u n t r y l e a r n e d how h i g h l y 
i t pr ized t h e l i fe t h a t was h a n g i n g in t h e balance . Mr . M c K i n l e y 
h a d come to t h e P re s idency wi th t h e u s u a l d i s t r u s t of m a n y and 
wi th t h e e n t h u s i a s t i c devotion probably of ve ry few. Y e a r b y 
year , as h e s teadi ly b roadened to t h e respons ib i l i t ies of h i s h i g h 
Office, and t h e party poli t ician r ipened i n t o t h e na t i ona l s t a t e sman , 
h e had c o n s t a n t l y g rown in t h e e s t ima t ion of h i s c o u n t r y m e n , 
Who recognized in h i m a h i g h t y p e of pa t r io t ic A m e r i c a n ci t izen-
ship, and f r ee ly ex t ended to h i m t h e confidence t h a t h i s proved 
charac ter h a d earned . 

H E L D IN H I G H E S T E S T E E M . 

N o m o d e r n P r e s i d e n t h a s he ld a s u r e r p l a e e i n con tempora ry 
es teem t h a n M c K i n l e y h a d a t t a ined t h r o u g h y e a r s of t r ia l t h a t 
h a d t es ted and developed h i s h i g h e r qual i t ies . A t no t ime m h i s 
career was t h e un ive r sa l i t y of t h i s k i n d l y fee l ing toward h i m 
more a p p a r e n t t h a n a t t h i s fa ta l vis i t to Buffalo and w t h e r eady 
response to h i s u p l i f t i n g speech a t t h e Expos i t i on . I t was a 
speech t h a t m u s t i n a n y even t h a v e been r e m e m b e r e d , b u t t h a t 
will be recal led w i th especial in te res t now as m a r k i n g t h e cul-
mina t ion of M c K i n l e y ' 6 deve lopment i n s t a t e s m a n s h i p a n d 
e m b o d y i n g h i s l a s t pat r io t ic a sp i ra t ions for t h e g rea t na t ion whose 
t r u e sp i r i t h e h a d so well unders tood . 

I n h i s persona l a n d domest ic re la t ions also we m a y be g lad to 
c la im h i m as a t yp ica l A m e r i c a n , clean, u p r i g h t and ser ious-
m i n d e d , of s imple h a b i t s y e t m e e t i n g a l l t h e exac t ions of l i fe 
w i th unaf fec ted d ign i ty . T h e s e persona l qua l i t i e s h a d s t r e n g t h -
ened t h e g e n e r a l confidence t h a t g rew u p m t h e P res iden t s pub l c 
character , and t h u s an e l emen t of persona l sorrow was added to 
t h e h o r r o r wi th wi th w h i c h t h e c o u n t r y h e a r d of h i s cruel 

^ t e T o t r y f rom s u c h a wound seemed at the t i m e imposs ible , 
until t h e r ea l ly marve lous sk i l l of s u r g e r y h a d opened a hope 
t h a t in a few d a y s g rew a lmos t to a ce r t a in ty . Y e t t h e shoeK 
was g rea t e r t h a n h a d been believed, and in spi te of sk i l l and 

science t h e suf ferer ' s l i f e h a s ebbed away, to t h e h e a r t f e l t g r ie f of 
t h e whole A m e r i c a n people. 

T h e m a n who needs o» r p r a y e r s to-day is t h e new Pres iden t . 
U n d e r our Repub l i can s y s t e m a c h a n g e of admin i s t r a t ion m a k e s 
no a p p a r e n t d i s tu rbance , y e t m a y u l t i m a t e l y involve more 
ac tua l difference of policy t h a n t h e accession of a monarch . Of 
t h e Vice P re s iden t s who h a v e succeeded to t h e P re s idency hereto-
fore, T y l e r , F i l lmore and J o h n s o n b roke more or less comple te ly 
with the i r pa r ty associat ions and t h e c h a n g e f rom Garf ie ld to 
A r t h u r was of p ronounced effect. 

I n each case t h e Vice P re s iden t h a d represen ted a d i f ferent fac-
tion in h is p a r t y ; b u t t h e r e is no such recognized division in the 
p a r t y a t t h i s t i m e and no reason to an t ic ipa te a n y c h a n g e of 
policy f rom Mr. Roosevel t beyond t h a t which m a y even tua l ly 
r e s u l t f rom h i s own di f ferent t e m p e r a m e n t and t h a t of t h e m e n 
h e is l i ke ly to select as h i s advisers . 

P O W E R O F E X E C U T I V E L I M I T E D . 

T h e abso lu te power of t h e P re s iden t is l imi ted ; h i s inf luence 
is grea t . Mr . Rooseve l t b r i n g s to t h e office a n exper ience beyond 
h i s years , a broad c u l t u r e t h a t is u n u s u a l in o u r publ ic men , an 
ea rnes tnes s and e n e r g y t h a t h a v e shown in m a n y fields of en-
deavor, and above all, a b u r n i n g pa t r io t i sm t h a t is insp i red 
a lways by h i g h ideals and governed b y a courageous u p r i g h t n e s s 
t h a t cannot fai l to m a k e i ts impress ion on our publ ic life. 

H e is not un t r i ed in respons ib le position, and h e a lways h a s car-
ried h imse l f wi th such h i g h h o n o r t h a t we need not fear to t r u s t 
t h e Chief M a g i s t r a c y to h im, conf ident t h a t all t h e e n e r g y of h i s 
n a t u r e and t h e s t r e n g t h of h i s m a n l y cha rac t e r will be devoted 
pure ly , and with a sober sense of deep respons ib i l i ty , to t h e unse l -
fish service of t h e na t ion . 

A n d so, amid t h e p rofound sorrow t h a t h a s fa l len upon us 
all, t h e na t ion goes on i t s way in confidence and hope. O u r inst i-
t u t i ons are deep-rOoted beyond t h e reach of p a s s i n g change , and 
t h e i n t e g r i t y and devotion of the na t iona l conscience will hold t h e 
c o u n t r y ^ safe and right t h r o u g h all v ic iss i tudes . M c K i n l e y ' s 



place in our h i s to ry is secure. H i s 
m a n y ways i l lus t r ious and the work t ha t was given h im to do was 
w e l l achieved. T h o u g h the re seemed years of use fu lness y 
before him, they could have added l i t t le to the completeness of h i s 
f a m e o r t o the honor in which his memory will be c h e n s h e d by 

H S T h i s T n ^ t i o n of Amer icans h a s -suffered no P ^ c g n e f s o 

poignant as t ha t which filled t he country. T h e dea h P r e s . 
dent McKin ley carried in to every patr iot ic home a sorrow such as 
t he t a k i n g off of very few public men h a s ever before caused 
T h e crue l ty and wantonness of the murderous d e e d commuted 
I p o n one whose life h a d been s ignal ly and successful ly devoted 
T t h e s e r v i c e of h i s country , came suddenly l ike a personal 
blow to evTry loyal member of t he nation. A t once the re was a 
short season of angu i sh and despair. 

G R E A T JOY A T GOOD N E W S . 

T h e n quickly followed word af ter word of h o p e and cheer 

T h e 3 i n s h i n e of W i n g 

^ S ^ e a s ^ d p r X t that the 

H % f t h e and 

t rable mys to^r . a n c e s ^ h a v e p e C u U a r l y deepened t he 

- T S t S S S » . W A « 

^ r all h o J close h e h a d been to them in the patriotic fellow-

someth ing to which, in our time, only the pos thumous memory of 
Lincoln is a parallel. 

A n d when herea f te r the l amenta t ions over a g rea t loss have 
subsided, and men shal l come to pass es t imate upon the life of 
W i l l i a m McKin ley wi thout emotion, t h e y will pronounce it to 
have been wor thy in i ts s impl ic i ty and i ts probi ty of comparison 
wi th t ha t of a n y public m a n th i s coun t ry h a s produced a t a n y 
stage of i ts his tory. I t m a y not be said t ha t he was a grea t m a n 
in t he usua l sense of the term, cer ta in ly not t ha t he was a 
gen ius : bu t it will be said t ha t in h i s relation to g rea t events he 
acted for his count ry wi th a sagaci ty which gen ius does not 
possess. 

S T E R L I N G C O M M O N S E N S E . 

I n h is s te r l ing common sense he was a well balanced man. 
I n h i s public policies he was eminen t ly successful . Identified 
by name, personal i ty and action with the principles of protect ion; 
i ts un fa i l i ng and unself ish champion, even when it seemed tha t 
the count ry had been persuaded to abandon it, he lived to see i t 
incorporated into t he affairs of the government , and la rge ly 
t h r o u g h his own tenaci ty, more firmly t h a n it had ever been ; to 
adminis te r it h imself , with r emarkab le resul ts , and then as the 
very las t act of h is career, to point out how the t ime was coming 
when it m u s t be adopted to a new era of indus t r ia l greatness . 

H e entered the Pres idency in the midst of t he gravest 
uncer ta in ty as to the financial fu tu re of t he Uni ted States, and at a 
a t ime, too, when men who did not unde r s t and the tact and pat ience 
of his s ta tesmanship , dis t rusted h is abil i ty or h is methods in se t t l ing 
the issue. Yet he worked out the problem of a d j u s t i n g h is pa r ty 
to fundamen ta l doctrines of financial s tabi l i ty and hones ty so 
well t ha t it finally became a uni t behind h im ; and h i s death now 
raises no apprehension of a crisis or even of insecuri ty , over 
what, only five years ago, was a chronic source of a la rm and 
agitation. 

Pre-eminent ly a m a n of peace, he was one of the four Presi-
dents who have been called upon to conduct w a r ; and he was 
hur r ied unexpectedly into the consideration of problems such as 



b a d confronted none of h is predecessors and such as b a d been 
la rge ly alien to h is own s tudy and experience. H e met t h e m 
wi th t he abili ty of a man who " g r o w s " to new occasions and new 
duties . I n the Span ish war h is adminis t ra t ion surpr ised t he 
world by t he cclerity of i t s complete success. How far the policy 
which h e pur sued in deal ing with t he complicated and exceptional 
quest ions growing out of t h e war may be a pe rmanen t success 
can only be determined b y time. But it is cer tain t ha t in i ts 
general fea tures it h a s been in consonance with the wishes of a 
l a rge ma jo r i ty of h i s count rymen. 

E N J O Y E D U N U S U A L C O N F I D E N C E . 

I n the Pres idency Mr. MeKin ley came g radua l ly bu t sure ly 
to earn more t h a n an ordinary sha re of personal confidence. Even 
h i s opponents in pa r ty l eade r sh ip l iked h im as a man . T h i s was 
not due s imply to h i s personal s y m p a t h y and cheer fu l manners . 
I t was t h e resu l t also of a respect for h i s in tegr i ty and sincerxty. 
I t arose, too, in a la rge degree from observation or knowledge of a 
pr ivate or domestic l ife upon which even all the malevolent and 
careless gossip of t h e nat ional capital never cast a shadow of dis-
repute a n d which h a s he lped to raise t h e s tandard of Amer ican 
manhood in con templa t ing t h e ' g e n t l e , yet heroic fidelity of h is 

devotion to t he wife of his youth . 
Ye t—such a r e t he s t r a n g e caprices of our destinies—it h a s 

been t h e lot of such a m a n to die a cruel death when sti l l in t he 
h a p p y v igor of h is yeaxs, a t a t i m e when the homes of h i s country-
men were never more prosperous, w h e n t he fame of t he Republ ic 
was never more glorious, and when h e himself had become one of 
t he most respected and beloved of all our Pres idents . H e will be 
long remembered wi th affectionate reverence as an eminen t 
American, t rue to the best of t h e old and good t rad i t ions of h i s 
l a n d and as a victim of the vi lest and most insensate sys t em of 
political ma l ignancy known to m o d e m t imes H e h a s le f t behind, 
too t h e example of t ha t k indly and well-ordered l ife which 
x J v face e v e n so sudden and piteous a fa te as h is wi th t he 
noble for t i tude of those m i d n i g h t words m h i s las t agony, 

" Good bye all, good b y e ; it is God's way ; le t H i s m i l , not 
ours, be done." 

And now, in th i s solemn hour , t h e Execut ive power of t he 
Republ ic passes into the h a n d s of a citizen who, while in m a n y 
respects much different in h is personal a t t r ibu tes from the fa l len 
President , h a s also m a n y of the best vir tues of an Amer ican 
patriot. T h e t rans i t ion will be peaceful and orderly, and t he 
government with Theodore Roosevelt at i ts head, will suffer no 
s t ra in or shock. 

T h e r e is no occasion for misgiv ings or dis t rus t . T h e new 
President , it is t rue, is only forty-two years of age—the younges t 
man t ha t has ever been summoned to the office ; and in ithe inten-
sity of h i s t emperament and h i s zeal for h i s convictions, h e h a s 
sometimes betrayed t he fau l t s of impetuosi ty . T h e s e have been 
the outgrowth of a spir i t t ha t h a s not been incompatible in t he 
past with h i g h and usefu l public sendee. Indeed, with a con-
siderable n u m b e r of h i s count rymen, h e is the object of t ha t 
enthusias t ic esteem which goes wi th unf l inch ing bravery in t he 
pursu i t of h i g h ideals. 

H I S E D U C A T I O N A N D E X P E R I E N C E . 

I t is to be remembered t ha t h e has been engaged in public 
affairs ever since h is youth , t ha t education as well as experience in 
impor tan t t r u s t s qual i fy h im for t he nat ion 's service, and t ha t in 
the exercise of such an adminis t ra t ive t r u s t as the Governorship 
of the first S ta te of the Union, h e emerged from it with a clean, 
honorable and creditable record. 

W i t h every essential policy of the adminis t ra t ion h e has been 
in complete accord, and there will unques t ionably be no depar ture 
from these policies, whatever may be u l t imate ly t he changes 
among his const i tut ional advisers. 

I n the mean t ime let Pres ident Roosevelt have the fu l l benefit 
of an immediate recognit ion of h i s obviously patriotic qual i t ies as 
a man. In mee t ing h i s new responsibili t ies the nation should be 
forbearing in criticism founded upon past j u d g m e n t s . Le t it 
exercise t ha t moderation and t ha t char i ty of speech which ever 

10 McK 



marked the life of the patr iot who has passed to h i s eternal 
rest. 

Fol lowing are some of t he notable sen t iments in the Presi-
dent ' s speech a t t he P a n - A m e r i c a n Exposi t ion at Buffalo, »Sep-
tember 5, which were received with g rea t en thus iasm : 

" Expos i t ions are t he t imekeepers of progress. 
" T h e wisdom and energy of all the nat ions are none too grea t 

for the world's work. 
11 Isolat ion is no longer possible, or desirable. 
" W e m u s t not rest in fancied securi ty t ha t we will forever 

sell eve ry th ing and b u y l i t t le or no th ing . 
" T h e period of exclusiveness is p a s t T h e expansion of our 

t rade and commerce is t he press ing problem. 
" Reciproci ty t reat ies are in h a r m o n y with the spirit of the 

t imes ; measures of retaliat ion are not. 
" W e m u s t encourage our merchan t mar ine . W e m u s t have 

more ships. T h e y m u s t be under t he Amer ican flag. 
" W e mus t bui ld an I s thmian canal. 

» " T h e construct ion of a Pacific cable can be no longer post-
poned. 

" T h i s exposition would have touched the hear t of dia* 
Amer ican s ta tesman whose mind was ever aler t and t h o u g h t t v e r 
constant for a la rger commerce and a t r ue r f ra te rn i ty of the 
Repub l i c s of t he new world. H e needs no identification to an 
assemblage of Amer icans everywhere, for the n a m e of Blaine i s 
inseparably associated wi th t he P a n - A m e r i c a n movement ." 

C H A P T E R V I I . 

Important State Papers and Speeches of President McKin-
ley—Message to Congress on the W a r in Cuba—Ad-
dresses at Peace Jubilees. 

A M O U R N F U L in teres t now at taches to Pres ident McKin ley ' s 
l as t public address. I t was delivered on T h u r s d a y , Septem-

ber 5th, to a grea t t h rong at Buffalo. F r o m his en t ry to t he 
Exposi t ion g rounds soon af ter t en o'clock in t he m o r n i n g unt i l 
the dy ing out of the l igh t s of the i l luminat ion of the g rounds and 
bui ld ings at n ight , the day at t he Pan-American Exposi t ion was 
a long ovation to Pres ident McKinley . 

As t he President , accompanied by Mrs. McKinley , Mrs. Wil l -
iam H a m l i n , of the Board of W o m e n Managers , and J o h n G. 
Milburn, drove to the Lincoln Pa rkway entrance, they were met 
by de tachments of Uni ted States mar ines and t he seacoast ar t i l lery, 
and the Sixty-f i f th and Seventy-four th New York regiments under" 
General S. M. Welc'u. A Pres ident ' s sa lu te of twenty-one g u n s 
was fired. T h e great crowd which covered the esplanade before 
t he grand stand, a quar te r of a mile square, overflowed into t he 
Court of Founta ins . T h e r e were more thau 30,000 who joined in 
the cheers t ha t greeted the President as he assisted Mrs. McKin-
ley from the carr iage to t he stand, where wtr«_ seated m a n y dis-
t inguished persons, a m o n g t h e m the representat ives of Mexico 
and most of the Centra l and South American republics. 

T h e r e was a lmost absolute quiet when Mr. Mi lbu rn arose and 
said s imp ly :—" Ladies and g e n t l e m e n — T h e Pres ident . " 

Cheer s aga in drowned all else. W h e n they had subsided the 
Pres ident began his address. 

A f t e r welcoming t he representa t ives of o ther nat ions, pra is ing 
exposit ions in general as the " t imekeepers of progress ," and not-
i n g the benefits to be derived f rom comparison of products and 
f r iendly competit ion, the President referred to t he march of im-
provement and invent ion with reference to i ts effect upon the 



marked the life of the patr iot who has passed to h i s eternal 
rest. 

Fol lowing are some of t he notable sen t iments in the Presi-
dent ' s speech a t t he P a n - A m e r i c a n Exposi t ion at Buffalo, »Sep-
tember 5, which were received with g rea t en thus iasm : 

" Expos i t ions are t he t imekeepers of progress. 
" T h e wisdom and energy of all the nat ions are none too grea t 

for the world's work. 
11 Isolat ion is no longer possible, or desirable. 
" W e m u s t not rest in fancied securi ty t ha t we will forever 

sell eve ry th ing and b u y l i t t le or no th ing . 
" T h e period of exclusiveness is p a s t T h e expansion of our 

t rade and commerce is t he press ing problem. 
" Reciproci ty t reat ies are in h a r m o n y with the spirit of the 

t imes ; measures of retaliat ion are not. 
" W e m u s t encourage our merchan t mar ine . W e m u s t have 

more ships. T h e y m u s t be under t he Amer ican flag. 
" W e mus t bui ld an I s thmian canal. 

» " T h e construct ion of a Pacific cable can be no longer post-
poned. 

" T h i s exposition would have touched the hear t of dia* 
Amer ican s ta tesman whose mind was ever aler t and t h o u g h t t v e r 
constant for a la rger commerce and a t r ue r f ra te rn i ty of the 
Repub l i c s of t he new world. H e needs no identification to an 
assemblage of Amer icans everywhere, for the n a m e of Blaine i s 
inseparably associated wi th t he P a n - A m e r i c a n movement ." 

C H A P T E R V I I . 

Important State Papers and Speeches of President McKin-
ley—Message to Congress on the W a r in Cuba—Ad-
dresses at Peace Jubilees. 

A M O U R N F U L in teres t now at taches to Pres ident McKin ley ' s 
l as t public address. I t was delivered on T h u r s d a y , Septem-

ber 5th, to a grea t t h rong at Buffalo. F r o m his en t ry to t he 
Exposi t ion g rounds soon af ter t en o'clock in t he m o r n i n g unt i l 
the dy ing out of the l igh t s of the i l luminat ion of the g rounds and 
bui ld ings at n ight , the day at t he Pan-American Exposi t ion was 
a long ovation to Pres ident McKinley . 

As t he President , accompanied by Mrs. McKinley , Mrs. Wil l -
iam H a m l i n , of the Board of W o m e n Managers , and J o h n G. 
Milburn, drove to the Lincoln Pa rkway entrance, they were met 
by de tachments of Uni ted States mar ines and t he seacoast ar t i l lery, 
and the Sixty-f i f th and Seventy-four th New York regiments under" 
General S. M. Welc'u. A Pres ident ' s sa lu te of twenty-one g u n s 
was fired. T h e great crowd which covered the esplanade before 
t he grand stand, a quar te r of a mile square, overflowed into t he 
Court of Founta ins . T h e r e were more than 30,000 who joined in 
the cheers t ha t greeted the President as he assisted Mrs. McKin-
ley from the carr iage to t he stand, where wtr«_ seated m a n y dis-
t inguished persons, a m o n g t h e m the representat ives of Mexico 
and most of the Centra l and South American republics. 

T h e r e was a lmost absolute quiet when Mr. Mi lbu rn arose and 
said s imp ly :—" Ladies and g e n t l e m e n — T h e Pres ident . " 

Cheer s aga in drowned all else. W h e n they had subsided the 
Pres ident began his address. 

A f t e r welcoming t he representa t ives of o ther nat ions, pra is ing 
exposit ions in general as the " t imekeepers of progress ," and not-
i n g the benefits to be derived f rom comparison of products and 
f r iendly competit ion, the President referred to t he march of im-
provement and invent ion with reference to i ts effect upon the 



world's commerce and moral and mater ia l advancement . H e 
referred also to the growing disposition to set t le 
differences in t he conrt of arbitrat ion, the noblest fo rnm for 
t he se t t l ement of such disputes . H e then said 

" M y fellow citizens, t rade statist ics indicate t ha t th i s count ry 
is in a state of unexampled prosper i ty T h e 
appal l ing. T h e y show tha t we are ut i l iz ing our fields and fores s 
3 m i n i s , and t ha t we are f u r n i s h i n g profitable employment to 
the mil l ions of work ingmen t h r o u g h o u t the U n i t e d S t a t ^ n g i n g 
comfort and happiness to the i r homes, and m a k i n g it posslbl to 
lay by savings for old age and disabil i ty. 

P R O S P E R I T Y E V E R Y W H E R E . 

" T h a t all the people are par t ic ipa t ing in th i s great prosper i ty 
is seen in every Amer ican communi ty , and show* b y the^enor-
mous and unprecedented deposits m our savings banks . O u r d u t y 
" a r e and secur i ty of these deposits and the i r safe^invest 
m e n t demands t he h ighes t in tegr i ty and the best bus iness 

C a p a " O u r indus t r ia l enterpises, which have grown to such grea t 

so mul t ip l ied t ha t t he problem 

S t ^ S ; S s and productions, and 

thereby make a g rea te r demand for home labon 
" T h e period of exclusiveness is past, i he expans i 

t ions will prevent reprisals. Reciprocity treat ies are in h a r m o n y 
with t he spir i t of the t imes; measures of retal iat ion are n o t If, 
perchdnce, some of our tariffs are no longer needed for revenue or 
to encourage and protect our indust r ies at home, why should they 
not be employed to ex tend and promote our marke t s abroad ? 

" T h e n , too, we have inadequate s t eamsh ip service. New 
lines of s teamships have a l ready been pu t in commission between 
the Pacific coast ports ot the Uni ted S ta tes and those on the west-
ern coasts of Mexico and Cent ra l and South America. T h e s e 
should be followed up with direct s t eamsh ip l ines between the 
western coast of the Uni ted S ta tes and South American ports. 

" W e mus t have more ships. T h e y m u s t be uuder the 
American flag, bui l t and manned and owned by Americans . These 
will not only be profitable in a commercial sense; t hey will be 
messengers of peace and amity wherever they go. 

L A R G E R C O M M E R C E A N D T R U E R F R A T E R N I T Y . 

" W e mus t build the i s thmian canal, which will uni te the tw« 
oceans and give a s t ra igh t l ine of water communicat ion with the 
western coasts of Centra l and South America and Mexico. The 
construction of a Pacific cable cannot be longer postponed. 

" T h i s Exposi t ion would have touched the hea r t of tha t 
Amer ican s ta tesman whose mind was ever aler t and t h o u g h t ever 
constant for a l a rger commerce and a t rue r f ra te rn i ty of the repub-
lics of the N e w World. H i s broad Amer ican spir i t is felt and 
manifes ted here. 

" H e needs no identification to an assemblage of Amer icans 
anywhere, for the name of Blaine is inseparably associated with 
the Pan-American movement, which finds here practical and sub-
stantial expression, and which we all hope will be firmly advanced 
by the Pan-American Congress t ha t assembles th is a u t u m n in the 

capital of Mexico. 
4' Let us ever remember t ha t our in teres t is in concord, not 

conf l ic t , and t ha t our real eminence rests in the victories of peace, 

not those of war. 
" O u r earnest p rayer is t h a t God will graciously vouchsaie 



prosperi ty, happ iness and peace to all our neighbors , and l ike 
b less ings to all the peoples and powers of ear th ." 

Pres ident McKin ley ' s reference to t he es tab l i shment of recip-
rocal t reat ies , t he necess i ty of bu i ld ing an i s thmian canal and a 
Pacific cable, and h i s reference to t he work of Mr. Blaine in t he 
ca r ry ing out of t he Pan-Amer ican idea b rough t for th especially 
en thus ias t ic applause. Upon t he conclusion of h is address t he 
President held an impromptu reception for fifteen minutes . 

Mr. McKin ley ' s s t a tesmanl ike abil i ty in deal ing with great 
p u b l i c ques t ions was shown on m a n y occasions. T h i s appeared 
especially d u r i n g t he events preceding our war with Spain. H i s 
message to Congress 011 Apr i l 11, 1898, is a masterpiece of its 

M E S S A G E O N T H E C U B A N Q U E S T I O N . 

W e reproduce t he message here, as it contains a concise state-
m e n t of t he mat te r s in controversy, and is an impor tant S ta te 
paper which every person who would be well informed will desire 
to preserve. 

" T o T H E CONGRESS OF T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S : 

" Obedient to t ha t precept of the Const i tut ion which com-
mands t he Pres ident to give, f rom t ime to t ime, to t he Congress 
informat ion of the s ta te of t he Union, and to recommend to their 
consideration such measures as h e shal l j u d g e necessary and ex-
pedient, i t becomes m y d u t y now to address your body with regard 
to the grave crisis t ha t h a s ar isen in t he rela t ions of the Uni ted 
Sta tes to Spain b y reason of t he warfare t ha t for more than th ree 
years h a s raged in t he ne ighbor ing is land of Cuba. 

" I do so, because of t he in t imate connection of the Cuban 
quest ion with t h e s ta te our own Union, and the grave relation the 
course which it is now incumben t upon the nat ion to adopt, m u s t 
needs bear to t h e t radi t ional policy of our Government , if it is to 
accord with t h e precepts la id down by the founders of t he Repub-
lic, and rel igiously observed by succeeding adminis t ra t ions to the 
present day. . 

" T h e r e s e n t revolution is bu t the successor of other s imilar 

Insurrections which have occurred in Cuba agains t the dominion 
of Spain, ex tending over a period of near ly hal f a century, each 
of which, du r ing its progress, has subjected the Uni ted S ta tes to 
great effort and expense in enforcing i ts neut ra l i ty laws, caused 
enormous losses to American t rade and commerce, caused irrita-
tion, annoyance and dis turbance among our citizens, and by the 
exercise of cruel, barbarous and uncivilized practices of warfare, 
shocked t he sensibilities and offended t he h u m a n e sympath ies of 
our people. 

" S i n c e t he present revolution began, in February , 1895, th is 
count ry h a s seen t he fertile domain of our threshold ravaged by 
fire and sword in the course of a s t rugg le unequal led in the 
his tory of the island, and rarely paralleled as to the n u m b e r of 
the combatants and the bi t terness of the contest by any revolu-
tion of modern times, where a determined people s t r iv ing to be 
free have been oppressed by the power of the sovereign State. 

C O M M E R C E P A R A L Y Z E D . 

" O u r people have beheld a once prosperous communi ty re-
duced to comparative want, i ts lucrat ive commerce vi r tual ly para-
lyzed, i ts exceptional productiveness diminished, its fields laid 
waste, i ts mil ls in ruins, and its people per i sh ing by tens of thou-
sands from h u n g e r and dest i tut ion. W e have found ourselves 
constrained, m the observance of tha t str ict neu t ra l i ty which our 
laws enjoin, and which t he law of nurions commands, to police 
our waters and watch our own seaports in prevention of a n y 
un lawfu l act in aid of t he Cubans. 

" O u r t rade has suffered, t he capital invested by our citizens 
in Cuba has been la rge ly lost, and the temper and forbearance of 
our people have been so ser iously tried as to beget a peri lous 
unres t among our own citizens, which has inevitably found its 
expression from t ime to t ime in t he Nat ional Legis la ture , so tha t 
issues, wholly external to our own body politic, s tand in the way 
of tha t close devotion to domestic advancement t ha t becomes a 
self-contained Commonwealth, whose pr imal max im has been the 
avoidance of all foreign entanglements . All th is m u s t needs 



awaken, and has, indeed, aroused t he utmost concern on the par t 
of th i s government as well d u r i n g m y predecessor's t e rm as in 
m y own. 

" I n April , 1896, t he evils f rom which our count ry suffered 
t h r o u g h the Cuban war became so onerous t ha t m y predecessor 
made an effort to b r i n g about a peace t h r o u g h the mediation of 
th i s Government in any way t ha t m i g h t tend to an honorable 
ad jus tmen t of t he contest between Spain and her revolted colony, 
on t he basis of some effective scheme of self-government for Cuba 
under the flag and sovereignty of Spain. I t failed, t h r o u g h the 
re fusa l of t h e Span ish Government , then in power, to consider 
any form of mediat ion or, indeed, any plan of se t t lement which 
did not begin with t he actual submiss ion of t he i n su rgen t s to the 
mother country, and then only on such te rms as Spain herself 
m i g h t see fit to gran t . T h e war cont inued unabated . T h e resist-
ance of the i n s u r g e n t s was in no wise d i m i n i s h e d 

H O R R O R S O F I N H U M A N S T R I F E . 

« T h e efforts of Spain were increased both by the despatch 
of f resh levies to Cuba and b y t he addit ion to t he horrors of t he 
s tr i fe of a new and i n h u m a n phase, happ i ly unprecedent in 
t he modern his tories of civilized Chr i s t i an peoples. T h e policy 
of devastation and concentrat ion by the Captain-General ' s bando 
of October, 1896, in t he province of P i n a r del Rio was thence 
extended to embrace all of t he is land to which the power of the 
Span ish a rms was able to reach by occupation or by mil i tary 
operations. 

" T h e peasantry , inc lud ing all dwell ing in the open agricul -
tu ra l interior, were driven into t he garrison towns or isolated 
places held b v the troops. T h e ra i s ing and moving of provisions 
of all k inds were interdicted. T h e fields were laid waste, dwel-
l ings unroofed and fired, mills destroyed, and, in shor t , eve ry th ing 
t ha t could desolate the land and render it unfit for h u m a n 
habi tat ion or support , was commanded by one or the other of the 
contending par t ies and executed by all the powers a t the i r 
disposal. 

" By the t ime t he present Adminis t ra t ion took office a yea r 
ago, reconcentration—so-called—had been made effective ovet t he 
better par t of t he four central and western provinces, San ta Clara, 
Mantanzas, H a v a n a and P i n a r del Rio. T h e agr icu l tu ra l popu-
lation, to the es t imated n u m b e r of 300,000 or more, was herded 
wi thin the towns and the i r immedia te vicinage, deprived of t he 
means of support , rendered des t i tu te of shelter , lef t poorly clad, 
and exposed to the most unsan i t a ry conditions. As the sca rc i t j 
of food increased with t he devastation of the depopulated areas 
of production, dest i tut ion and want became misery and star-
vation. 

" Month by month the death ra te increased in an a l a r m i n g 
ratio. By March, 1897, according to conservative es t imate from 
official Span ish sources, t he mor ta l i ty a m o n g t he reconcentrados, 
from starvat ion and the diseases there to incident, exceeded 50 
per cen tum of the i r total n u m b e r . N o practical relief was ac-
corded to the dest i tute . T h e overburdened towns, a l ready suffer-
ing f rom the general dear th , could give no aid. 

C O N F R O N T E D W I T H G R A V E P R O B L E M S . 

" I n th is s ta te of affairs m y adminis t ra t ion found itself 
confronted with the grave problems of its du ty . M y message of 
last December reviewed the si tuation, and nar ra ted the steps taken 
with a view to rel ieving its acuteness and open ing the way to 
some form of honorable set t lement . T h e assass inat ion of the 
Pr ime Minister, Canovas, led to a change of Government in 
Spain. T h e former adminis t ra t ion pledged to sub juga t ion with-
out concession, gave place to t ha t of a more liberal par ty , com-
mitted long in advance to a policy of reform involving the widei 
principle of home ru le for Cuba and Porto Rico. 

" T h e overtures of th is Government , made th rough i ts new 
Envoy, General Woodford, and looking to an immediate and 
effective amelioration of the condition of the island, a l though 
not accepted to the ex ten t of admit ted mediat ion in any shape, 
were met by assurances t ha t home rule, in an advanced phase, 
would be for thwith offered to Cuba, wi thout wai t ing for t he war 



to end, and tha t more h u m a n e methods should hencefor th prevail 
in t h e conduct of host i l i t ies . 

" W h i l e these negotiat ions were in progress the increas ing 
dest i tut ion of the unfor tuna te reconcentrados and the a l a r m i n g 
mor ta l i ty among them claimed earnes t at tention. T h e success 
which had a t tended the l imited measure of relief extended to the 
suffer ing American citizens among them b y t he judic ious expen-
di ture t h r o u g h t he Consular agencies of t he money appropria ted 
express ly for the i r succor by t he jo in t resolution approved May 
24, 1897, prompted t he h u m a n e extension of a s imilar scheme of 
aid to t he grea t body of sufferers . 

» A sugges t ion to th is end was acquiesced in by t he Span i sh 
authori t ies. O n the 24th of December las t I caused to be issued 
an appeal to t he Amer ican people i n v i t i n g contr ibut ions m money 
or in k ind for the succor of the s ta rv ing sufferers in Cuba, follow-
ing th is on t he 8 th of J a n u a r y by a similar public announcement 
of the formation of a Cent ra l Cuban R e l i e f Committee, wi th head-
quar te rs in New York City, composed of three members represent-
ing t he Nat iona l R e d Cross and t he rel igious and business e lements 
of the communi ty . 

S P A I N ' S F R I E N D L Y F E E L I N G . 

"Coinc iden t ly with these declarations, t he new Government 
of Spa in cont inued to complete t he policy a l ready begun b y i ts 
predecessor of t e s t i fy ing f r i end ly regard for th is na t ion b y releas-
ing American citizens he ld under o n e c h a r g e o r ano ther connected 
with t he insurrect ion, so t ha t b y t he end of November not a s ingle 
person enti t led in a n y way to our nat ional protection remained m 

a Span ish prison. 
" T h e war in Cuba is of such a na tu r e t ha t short of subju-

gation or ex terminat ion a final mi l i ta ry victory for e i ther side 
seems impracticable. T h e a l ternat ive l ies in t he phys ica l 
exhaus t ion of the one or t he o ther par ty , or, perhaps, of b o t h - a 
condition which in effect ended t he ten years ' war by t he t ruce of 
Zanion. T h e prospect of such a protraction and conclusion of 
the present s t r i fe is a cont ingency ha rd ly to be contemplated with 

equanimi ty by the civilized world, and least of all b y t he Uni ted 
States, affected and in ju red as we are, deeply and in t imate ly by 
its very existence. 

" Rea l iz ing this, it appeared to be m y d u t y in a spirit of t rue 
friendliness, no less to Spain than to the Cubans who have so 
much to lose by the prolongation of t he s t ruggle , to seek to b r ing 
about an immediate te rminat ion of t he war. T o th i s end I sub-
mit ted on t he 27th ult imo, as a resul t of much representat ion 
and correspondence t h r o u g h the Uni ted S ta tes Minis ter at 
Madrid, propositions to the Span ish Government looking to an 
armistice un t i l October 1, for t he negotiat ions of peace with the 
good offices of t he President . 

" I n addition, I asked the immediate revocation of the order 
of reconcentrat iou so as to permi t the people to r e t u r n to the i r 
farms, and t he needy to be relieved with provisions and suppl ies 
from the Un i t ed States, co-operating with t he Span ish authori t ies 
BO as to afford fu l l relief. 

O F F E R O F T H E S P A N I S H C A B I N E T . 

" T h e reply of the Span ish Cabinet was received on t he 
night of the 31st ult imo. I t offers as the means to b r ing about 
peace in Cuba, to confide the preparat ion thereof to the I n s u l a r 
Par l iament , i nasmuch as t he concurrence of t ha t body would be 
necessary to reach a final resul t , i t being, however, understood 
that t he powers reserved by t he Const i tut ion to the Centra l Gov-
ernment are not lessened or diminished. As t he Cuban Parlia-
ment does not meet unt i l the 4th of May next , t he Span ish Gov-
ernment would not object for i ts pa r t to accept at once a suspen- . 
sion of hostil i t ies if asked for by the i n su rgen t s from the Gene-
ral-in-Chief, to whom it would pertain in such case to determine 
the dura t ion and conditions of t he armistice. 

" T h e propositions submit ted b y General Woodford and the 
reply of t he Span i sh Government were both in the form of brief 
memoranda, the t ex t s of which are before me, and are substan-
t ia l ly in the l a n g u a g e above given. 

" T h e r e remain t he al ternat ive forms of intervent ion to end 



t he war, ei ther as an impar t ia l neu t r a l by impos ing a rat ional 
compromise between the contestants , or as the active al ly of the 
one pa r ty or the other. 

" As to t he first, i t is not to be forgot ten t ha t d u r i n g the las t 
few mon ths t he relat ion of the Uni ted S ta tes h a s v i r tua l ly been 
one of f r iendly in te rvent ion in m a n y ways, each not of itself 
conclusive, bu t all t end ing to the exer t ion of a potent ial influence 
t o w a r d an u l t imate pacific resu l t j u s t and honorable to all inter-
ests concerned. T h e spir i t of al l our acts h i the r to has been an 
earnest , unself ish desire for peace and prosper i ty in Cuba, untar-
nished by differences between us and Spain and uns ta ined by the 
blood of Amer ican citizens. 

H O P E L E S S S A C R I F I C E O F L I F E . 

" T h e forcible in tervent ion of the Uni ted S ta tes as a neutra l , 
to stop t he war, according to t he l a rge dictates of h u m a n i t y and 
following m a n y historical precedents where ne ighbor ing Sta tes 
have interfered to check the hopeless sacrifices of l ife by inter-
necine conflicts beyond the i r borders, is jus t i f iable on rational 
grounds . I t involves, however, host i le const ra int upon both t he 
part ies to t he contest as well to enforce a t ruce as to gu ide t he 
eventual se t t lement . 

" T h e grounds for such in tervent ion may be briefly summar -
ized as follows : F i r s t . I n the cause of h u m a n i t y and to pu t an 
end to t he barbari t ies , bloodshed, starvation, and horr ible miseries 
now exis t ing there , and which the par t ies to t he conflict are e i ther 
unable to or unwi l l ing to stop or mit igate. I t is no answer to say 
th is is al l in ano ther count ry , be long ing to another nation, and is 
therefore none of our business. I t is special ly our duty , for i t is 

r igh t at our door. 
" Second. W e owe it to our citizens in Cuba to afford them 

tha t protection and indemni ty for l ife and proper ty which no gov-
e rnmen t the re can or will afford, and to t ha t end to te rmina te the 
conditions t h a t deprive t h e m of legal protection. 

" Th i rd . T h e r i gh t to in te rvene may be j ustified by t he very 
serious i n j u r y to the commerce, t rade and business of our people, 

and b y t he wanton destruct ion of proper ty and devastat ion of the 

island. 
" Four th . Aid, which is of the u tmos t importance. T h e 

present condition of affairs in Cuba is a cons tant menace to our 
peace and entai ls upon th is government an enormous expense. 
W i t h such a conflict waged for years in an is land so near us and 
with which our people have such t rade and business re la t ions ; 
where the lives and l iber ty of our citizens are in constant dange r 
and the i r proper ty destroyed and themselves ru ined ; where our 
t rading vessels are l iable to seizure and are seized at our very door 
by warships of a foreign nat ion ; t he expedit ions of filibustering 
tha t we are powerless a l together to prevent , and the i r r i t a t ing 
quest ions and en tang lemen t s t h u s ar is ing—all these and o thers 
tha t I need not mention, with the r e su l t i ng s t rained relations, are a 
constant menace to our peace and compel us to keep on a semi-war 
footing with a na t ion with which we a re at peace. 

D E S T R U C T I O N O F T H E B A T T L E S H I P M A I N E . 

" T h e s e e lements of dange r and disorder a l ready pointed out 
have been s t r ik ing ly i l lus t ra ted by a t ragic event which h a s deeply 
and j u s t l y moved the Amer ican people. I have al ready t rans-
mit ted to Congress the report of the Naval Court of I nqu i ry on t he 
destruct ion of t he ba t t l e sh ip " M a i n e " in t he ha rbo r of Havana , 
du r ing the n i g h t of the fifteenth of Feb rua ry . T h e dest ruct ion 
of tha t noble vessel h a s filled t he nat ional hea r t with inexpressible 
horror. T w o hund red and sixty-six brave sailors and mar ines and 
two officers of our navy, repos ing in t h e fancied securi ty of a 
f r iendly harbor , have been hur led to dea th ; grief and want b rought 
to the i r homes and sorrow to the na t ion . 

" T h e Nava l Cour t of Inqu i ry , which, it is needless to say, 
commands t he unqual i f ied confidence of t he Government , was 
unan imous in i ts conclusions t h a t the destruct ion of the " Maine » 
was caused b y an exterior e x p l o s i o n - t h a t of a submar ine mine. 
I t did not assume to place t he responsibil i ty. T h a t remains to be 
fixed. 

" I n a n y event t he destruct ion of t he "Maine ," by whatever 



exterior cause, is a pa ten t and impressive proof of a state of t i l ings 
in Cuba tha t is intolerable. T h a t condition is thus- shown to be 
such tha t t he Spanish Government cannot assure safety and 
securi ty to a vessel of t he American N a v y in the harbor of 
H a v a n a on a mission of peace and rightfully there. 

F u r t h e r re fe r r ing in th i s connection to recent diplomatic 
correspondence, a despatch from our Minis ter to Spain, of the 26th 
ultimo, contained the s ta tement tha t t he Spanish Minis ter for 
Fore ign Affairs assured h i m positively t h a t Spain will do all t ha t 
t h e h i g h e s t honor and jus t ice required in the mat te r of the "Maine ." 
T h e reply above referred to of t he 31st u l t imo also contained an 
expression of t he readiness of Spa in to s u b m i t to an arbi t rat ion all 
t he differences which can arise in th is mat ter , which is subse-
quen t ly explained by the note of the Span ish Minis ter a t Wash -
ington of t he 10th ins tant , as follows : 

" ' A s to the quest ion of fact which spr ings from the diversity 
of views between the report of t he American and Spanish boards, 
Spain proposes tha t t he fact be ascer tained by an impart ia l in-
vestigation by experts , whose decision Spain accepts in advance.' 
To th is I have made no reply. 

« « W A R I N C U B A M U S T S T O P . " 

« I n the name of humani ty , in the name of civilization, in 
lehalf of endangered American interests which give us the r igh t 

wo speak and to act, t he war in Cuba mus t stop. 
« i n v i ew of these facts and of these considerations, I ask the 

Congress to authorize and empower the Pres ident to take measures 
to secure a fu l l and final terminat ion of hosti l i t ies between the 
government of Spain and the people of Cuba, and to secure m 
t h e island the es tabl i shment of a stable government, capable of 
main ta in ing order and observing its in ternat ional obligations, 
i n su r ing peace and t ranqui l l i ty , and the secur i ty of i ts citizens as 
well as our own, and to use the mil i tary and naval forces of t he 
Uni ted States as m a y be necessary for these purposes. 

" And in the interest of humani ty , and to aid m preserving 
the lives of t he s ta rv ing people of t he island, I recommend tha t 

the distribution of t he food and supplies be continued, and tha t an 
appropriation be made out of t he public t reasury to supplement 
the chari ty of our citizens. T h e issue is now with Congress. I t 
is a solemn responsibili ty. I have exhaus ted every effort to relieve 
the intolerable condition of affairs which is at our doors. 

" P r e p a r e d t o e x e c u t e e v e r y o b l i g a t i o n i m p o s e d u p o n m e b y 

t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n a n d t h e l a w , I a w a i t y o u r a c t i o n . 

" Since the preparat ion of the foregoing message official infor-
mation was received by me tha t t he latest decree of the Queen 
Regen t of Spain directs General Blanco, in order to prepare and 
facilitate peace, to proclaim a suspension of hostilities, t he duration 
and details of which have not ye t been communicated to me. T h i s 
fact, with every other per t inent consideration, will, I am sure, have 
your j u s t and careful a t tent ion in the solemn deliberations upon 
which you are about to enter. If th i s measure at tains a success-
ful result , then our aspirat ions as a-Chris t ian peace-loving people 
will be realized. If it fails, it will be only another just if ication for 
our contempleted action. W I L L I A M M c K I N L E Y . 
" Execut ive Mansion, Apri l 11, 1898." 

I N T O L E R A B L E C O N D I T I O N S I N C U B A . 

T h e causes stated in the Pres ident ' s message consti tuted the 
real occasion for war between the Uni ted States and Spain. It 
was felt t ha t t he condition of t he people of Cuba could no longer 
be tolerated, especially as i t involved the rights of American citi-
zens and endangered our commercial relations. O u r citizens were 
liable to arres t on suspicion of sympath iz ing with the insurgents . 
The i r property, in m a n y instances, had been wantonly destroyed, 
and they had been compelled to suffer disaster from fire and sword. 
I t was not in the n a t u r e of th ings tha t such outrages should con-
t inue without arousing public indignat ion and crea t ing a demand 
tha t these atrocities should be discontinued even at the cost of war. 

D u r i n g the progress of host i l i t ies with Spain the President 
showed in every way his appreciat ion of the brave demeanor of 
the American soldiers who prompt ly responded to the i r count ry ' s 
call. 
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made publ ic A u g u s t 12th. 

" C H I C K A M A U G A P A R K , G A . , A u g . 1 0 , 1 8 9 8 . 

" T H E P R E S I D E N T : 

" M a y I not a sk you, in t he n a m e and behal f ^ 
t h o u s a n d ^ of th i s command, to v i s ^ h d e . U s sU i n t a c t 
T h e r e is m u c h to he said s h o w i n g h o w - t a r f t a d an 

a visi t i s ; bu t you w i l l ^ T ^ o n Z l y m e n m u s t feel, 
d isappointment and consequent d e p r « a n d 

especially t he sick ^ wor th iness to 

T h e f o l l o w i n g w a s t b e P r e s i d e n t ' s r e p l y : 

» E X E C U T I V E M A N S I O N , W a s h i n g t o n , Aug . i x . 1 8 9 8 . 

W G E N E R A , 

" R e p l y i u g to y o u r invi ta t ion I beg t Y C h i c k a r a a u g a 

m e great pleasure to show ^ ^ t r o o p s of your corn-
P a r k my high r e g a r d for t h e tor ty f o r vo lunteers 
maud, who so patr iot ical ly responded to * - ^ ^ 
and who have been for u p w a r d s o f t w o duties, how-

service and sacrifice t he ^ ^ ^ ^ a t t h i s time, 
ever, will no t admi t of absence .. t o g a y 

« T h e h ighes t t r ibu te t ha t can be to ^ d e t e r m i n e d 

t ha t h e performed h i s f u l l t o be is t he place 
by h i s government , and wherever t ha t cl i n c a m p 

J honor. Al l have h e l p e d - t h e ^ a t cause ^ ^ ^ ^ 
or bat t le , and when peace comes all b e ^ ^ ^ , , 
nat ion 's grat i tude. 

T h e war h a v i n g been b rought to a successful issue, on t he 
evening of A u g u s t 12, 1898, Pres iden t McKin ley issued the fol-
lowing p roc lamat ion : 

" B Y T H E P R E S I D E N T O F T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S OF A M E R I C A . 

" A P R O C L A M A T I O N . 

" W h e r e a s , By a protocol concluded and s igned A u g u s t 12 
1898, by Wi l l i am R. Day, Secre tary of S ta te of t h e Uni ted States, 
and H i s Excel lency, J u l e s Cambon, Ambassador Ex t rao rd ina ry 
and Minis ter Plenipotent iary of t he Republ ic of F rance at W a s h -
ington, respectively represen t ing for th is purpose t he Government 
of t he Uni ted Sta tes and t he Governmen t of Spain , t he Uni ted 
States and Spain have formal ly agreed upou the terms on which 
negotiat ions for t he es tabl i shment of peace between the two coun-
tries shal l be unde r t aken ; and 

" Whereas , I t is in said protocol agreed tha t upon its conclu-
sion and s igna tu re hostil i t ies between t he two countr ies shal l be 
suspended, and t h a t notice to t h a t effect "shall be given as soon as 
possible by each government to t he commanders of i ts mi l i ta ry 
and naval forces. 

H O S T I L I T I E S A R E S U S P E N D E D . 

" N o w , therefore, I , W i l l i a m McKinley, President of t he 
Uni ted States, do, in accordance with t he s t ipulat ions of the proto-
col, declare and proclaim on the par t of the Un i t ed States a sus-
pension of hostilities, and do he reby command that orders be 
immediate ly given th rough the proper channels t o the command-
ers of t he mi l i t a ry and nava l forces of t he United States to abstain 
from all acts inconsis tent wi th th i s proclamation. 

" In witness whereof, I have h e r e u n t o set m y hand and caused 
the seal of t h e Uni ted S ta tes to be affixed. 

" D o n e in the city of W a s h i n g t o n , this 12th day of Augus t , 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hund red and ninety-
eight, and of the Independence of the Uni ted S ta tes the one hun-
dred and twenty-third. " W I L L I A M M C K I N L E Y . " 

" By the President , W I L L I A M R . D A Y , Secretary of State." 
1 1 M c K 
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m a d e pub l i c A u g u s t 12th. 
" C H I C K A M A U G A P A R K , G A . , A u g . 1 0 , 1 8 9 8 . 

" T H E P R E S I D E N T : 

" M a y I no t a s k you, in t h e n a m e ^ ^ £ £ 
t h o u s a n d ' m e n of t h i s command , * l U s t ^ t a c ^ 
T h e r e i s m u c h t o b e sa id s h o w i n g h o w b e n e f i c i a l a n 
a v is i t i s ; bu t y o u w i l l ^ T ^ o n Z l , f e e l , 
d i s appo in tmen t a i d consequen t d e p r « a n d 

especia l ly t h e s ick ^ wor th ines s to 

T h e f o l l o w i n g w a s t b e P r e s i d e n t ' s r e p l y : 

" E X E C U T I V E M A N S I O N , W a s h i n g t o n , A u g . i x . 1898. 

W G E N E R A L 

" R e p l y i u g to your inv i ta t ion I b e g t Y C h i c k a r a a u g a 

m e g rea t p leasure to show ^ ^ t r o o p s of y o u r corn-
P a r k my h i g h r e g a r d f o r t h e t o n y f o r v o l u n t e e r s 

maud, who so pa t r io t ica l ly r e sponded to * - ^ ^ 
a n d who h a v e been fo r u p w a r d s o f t w o dut ies , how-

service and sacrifice t h e ^ ^ ^ ^ a t t h i s t ime, 
ever, wil l no t a d m i t of absence ^ m ~ n g . . t o g a y 

« T h e h i g h e s t t r i b u t e t h a t can be to ^ d e t e r m i n e d 

t h a t h e pe r fo rmed h i s f u l l t o b e i s t h e place 
b y h i s g o v e r n m e n t , a n d whereve r t h a t cl i n c a m p 

J honor . A l l h a v e h e l p e d - t h e ^ a t cause ^ ^ ^ ^ 
or ba t t le , a n d w h e n peace comes all b e ^ ^ ^ , , 
na t ion ' s g ra t i tude . 

T h e war h a v i n g been b r o u g h t to a success fu l issue, on t h e 
even ing of A u g u s t 12, 1898, P r e s i d e n t M c K i n l e y issued t h e fol-
lowing p r o c l a m a t i o n : 

" B Y T H E P R E S I D E N T O F T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S OF A M E R I C A . 

" A P R O C L A M A T I O N . 

" W h e r e a s , B y a protocol conc luded and s igned A u g u s t 12, 
1898, b y W i l l i a m R . Day , Sec re t a ry of S t a t e of t h e Un i t ed Sta tes , 
and H i s Exce l lency , J u l e s Cambon , Ambassado r E x t r a o r d i n a r y 
and Min i s te r P l en ipo ten t i a ry of t h e R e p u b l i c of F r a n c e a t W a s h -
ington , respect ively r e p r e s e n t i n g for t h i s pu rpose t h e G o v e r n m e n t 
of t h e U n i t e d S ta t e s a n d t h e G o v e r n m e n t of Spa in , t h e Un i t ed 
S ta tes and S p a i n h a v e fo rma l ly agreed upou t h e t e rms on which 
negot ia t ions for t h e e s t ab l i shmen t of peace between the two coun-
tr ies sha l l be u n d e r t a k e n ; and 

" W h e r e a s , I t is in said protocol a g r e e d t h a t upon i ts conclu-
sion and s i g n a t u r e host i l i t ies between t h e two count r ies sha l l be 
suspended, and t h a t notice to t h a t effect "shall be g iven as soon a s 
possible by each g o v e r n m e n t to t h e c o m m a n d e r s of i ts m i l i t a ry 
and nava l forces. 

H O S T I L I T I E S A R E S U S P E N D E D . 

" N o w , therefore , I , W i l l i a m McKin ley , P res iden t of t h e 
Un i t ed Sta tes , do, in accordance with t h e s t ipu la t ions of t h e proto-
col, declare a n d procla im on t h e pa r t of t h e U n i t e d S ta tes a sus -
pension of host i l i t ies , a n d do h e r e b y command tha t orders be 
immedia te ly g iven t h r o u g h t h e p rope r channe l s t o the command-
ers of t h e m i l i t a r y and n a v a l forces of t h e Uni t ed Sta tes to abs ta in 
from all acts incons i s t en t w i th t h i s proclamat ion. 

" I n wi tness whereof, I h a v e h e r e u n t o set m y h a n d and caused 
the seal of t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s to b e affixed. 

" D o n e in t h e c i ty of W a s h i n g t o n , th i s 12th day of A u g u s t , 
in t h e yea r of o u r L o r d one t h o u s a n d e igh t h u n d r e d and n ine ty-
eight , and of t h e I n d e p e n d e n c e of t h e Un i t ed S t a t e s the one h u n -
dred and twenty- th i rd . " W I L L I A M M C K I N L E Y . " 

" By the Pres iden t , W I L L I A M R . D A Y , Secre ta ry of Sta te ." 
1 1 M c K 



In October m a n y towns and cities in all par ts of tlie Uni ted 
States he ld peace jubilees, to commemorate the end of the war, 
and express the public satisfaction over i ts results . Chicago's 
great pcace jubi lee began on Monday, October 17th, and con-
t inued for several days. President and Mrs. McKinley were pres-
ent, with several members of the Cabinet, many foreign minis ters 
and secretaries, Senators, Representat ives, Governors, officers of 
the a rmy and navy, mayors of cities, prelates of the churches and 
other d is t inguished men. 

Arches were erected across m a n y s treets and named in honor 
of a r m y and navy heroes of the Span ish war. F l ags and b u n t i n g 
decorated every bu i ld ing in the downtown district. Count less 
l ines of electric l igh ts were s t r u n g for i l l umiua t ing t he streets 
and every preparat ion was made to celebrate the victories at 
Mani la and Santiago. T h e r e were banquets , parades and a j ubilee 
ball, and the city was crowded for m a n y days. 

A T T H E C H I C A G O A U D I T O R I U M . 

T h e jubi lee was inaugura ted with a union t h a n k s g i v i n g 
service at t he Audi tor ium. Pres ident McKinley attended and 
l istened to addresses by a Jewish rabbi, a R o m a n Catholic priest, 
a Presbyte r ian c le rgyman and a noted colored orator. T h e 
applause for the Pres ident was terrific, and at one t ime he was 
compelled to rise in h is box and respond to the f ran t ic cheer ing 
of the audience. T h e services, however, were of a rel igious char-
acter. 

T h e Pres ident ' s par ty was driven to the Audi tor ium at 8 
o'clock, and all a long t he way people l ined t he s t reets to watch 
t he passage of t he Pres ident ' s carriage. Eas i ly 12,000 people 
were wi thin the great Audi tor ium, and probably as many more 
were on the outside unable to obtain admit tance. 

A grea t public mee t ing was held in the Audi to r ium on Tues -
day. T h e pres id ing officer, George K. Peck, spoke briefly. T h e 
Pres ident was undemons t ra t ive unt i l Mr. Peck said, in reference 
to peace : " W e have given good lives for it, and every life makes 
it more precious." T h e n the President applauded. A moment 

la ter the orator s t ruck another chord, which seemed to arouse the 
en thus iasm of t he nat ion 's chief. " O u r greates t victory," he 
said, is the supreme victory which the N o r t h and South have 
won over each other ." A t th i s t he Pres ident and all applauded 
vigorously. 

As Pres ident McKinley and par ty arose to leave, there were 
loud calls for t he Chief Execut ive. For fu l ly five minu tes the 
en thus iasm of t he audience would not let h im speak. T h e n he 
spoke as fo l lows: 

T H E P R E S I D E N T ' S A D D R E S S . 

" M y fellow citizens, I have been deeply moved by this great 
demonstrat ion. I have been deeply touched by the words of 
patriotism tha t have been ut tered by t he dis t inguished men so 
eloquent ly in your presence. 

" I t is g r a t i fy ing to all of us to know tha t th is has never 
ceased to be a war of humani ty . T h e las t sh ip tha t went out of 
the harbor of H a v a n a before war was declared was an American 
ship tha t had taken to the suf fer ing people of Cuba t he supplies 
furn ished by American char i ty (applause), and t he first ship to 
sail into the harbor of Sant iago was an American sh ip bear ing 
food suppl ies to the suf fer ing Cubans (applause), and I am sure it 
is the universal p rayer of American citizens t ha t jus t ice and 
h u m a n i t y and civilization shall characterize the final se t t lement 
of peace, as t hey have dis t inguished t he progress of the war. 
(Applause.) 

" M y count rymen, the currents of des t iny flow t h r o u g h the 
hear t s of our people. W h o will check them, who will divert 
them, who will stop them ? And the movements of men, p lanned 
and designed by t he Master of Men, will never be in terrupted by 
the American people." (Great applause.) 

T h e mil i tary parade occupied Wednesday , a n d so great was 
the crowd of people a long t he route tha t t he police had great diffi-
culty in keep ing an open passage for the men in line. 

T h e Pres ident rose and uncovered as t he ve te rans of the civil 
war passed him. T h i s aroused the en thus ia sm of the spectators 



and lie was cheered t ime and again. W h e n t he las t man in lm<* 
had gone b y t he Pres iden t was escorted to t he Union L e a g u e 
Club, where h e partook of luncheon as t he gues t of the club. 
More t h a n a thousand persons were at t he table, i nc lud ing t he 
gues ts of t he city and prominent members of t he organization. 

W h i l e t he Pres ident was a t luncheon a grea t crowd outside 
called for h im. T h e y would not be denied, and t he Pres ident 
s tepped out on t he reviewing stand. A s soon as quiet was restored 
he s a i d : 

L O U D C H E E R S F O R T H E V E T E R A N S . 

" I witness with pride and sat isfaction the cheers of t he mul-
t i tudes as t he ve te rans of the civil war on both sides of t he 
contest have been reviewed. (Great applause.) I wi tness with 
increas ing pride t h e wild acclaim of t he people as you watch the 
volunteers and the regu la r s and our nava l reserves (the guard ians 
of t he people on land and sea) pass before y o u r eyes. T h e 
demonstrat ion of to-day is worth every th ing to our count ry , for I 
read in t he faces and hear t s of m y coun t rymen t he purpose to sec 
to i t tha t th is government , with i ts f ree inst i tut ions, shal l never 
perish from the face of t he ear th . 

" I wish I m i g h t take t h e hand of every patriotic woman, man 
and child he re to-day. (Applause.) Bu t I cannot do tha t . (Voice 
from the crowd, ' Bu t you 've got our hearts , ' followed by prolonged 
cheering). A n d so I leave with you not only m y thanks , but the 
t h a n k s of th is great nat ion, for your patr iot ism and devotion to 
t he flag." (Great cheering.) 

O n t he 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th of October a Nat iona l Jubi-
lee to commemorate t he r e tu rn of peace drew to Phi lade lphia t he 
most notable officials of the Government , and t he most renowned 
commanders and heroes of t he war. T h e festivities, which were 
at tended by h u n d r e d s of thousands of people, who exhibi ted their 
patr iot ism in every possible way, began with a great naval parade 
on t he Delaware on t he af ternoon of the 25th. 

T h e naval review was one of the grandest spectacles t ha t h a s 
ever been witnessed in th i s country . E v e r y craf t on t he river, 
f rom the usua l ly inconsequent ia l tugboat to t he fleet of massive 

warships tha t honored the city with i ts presence, and from the 
d ingy rowboat to every sa i l ing vessel of material size, was gai ly 
decorated. T h e mul t i t ude of piers tha t project into t he s t ream on 
both sides of t he river were likewise beautified b y a generous dis-
play of flags and bun t ing . T h e whole scene was inspir ing, and, 
with each Government vessel booming forth a salute of seventeen 
g u n s to t he Secre tary of the N a v y as h e passed the moored mon-
sters of war on the luxur ious s team yach t " M a y , " t he spir i t of 
patriotism was so mani fes t t h a t one 's sense oi love for count ry 
demonstra ted itself in long and loud cheers. 

B R I L L I A N T N A V A L D I S P L A Y . 

E v e r y class of vessel in the Un i t ed Sta tes navy was repre-
sented in t he motionless l ine of warships, f rom the grea t massive 
ba t t lesh ip down to t he dar ing torpedo-boat, as well as t ha t 
valuable a rm of t he service represented by t he t ranspor t and 
despatch boat. T h e crowd of s igh tseers realized tha t , in the 
bat t les of the war, all of t h e m per formed their du ty in the spirit 
as well as to t he letter, on scout ing service, or in ca r ry ing 
despatches, on blockade du ty , or iu pi tched engagements , and all, 
with t he heroes on board of them, were accorded tha t enthusias t ic 
reception which a loyal American people are capable of giving. 
T h e men were not forgotten in the admirat ion of the ships. I t is 
a mat te r of h is tory t h a t every man, wherever found, down in the 
engine room, a m o n g the stokers, or beh ind t he guns , performed 
his whole duty , and the cheer ing was for t h e m as well as for the 
ships which t h e y manned . 

Fol lowing t he Secretary of the N a v y t he grea t crowds on the 
boats in t he l ine of parad ing vessels, over two mi les long, cheered 
lus t i ly as they glided slowly b y in the i r t u r n in s ingle file. T h e 
Columbia came in for he r share of applause, and t h e n t he May-
flower recalled by he r presence h e r excel lent record, and she was 
cheered. Bu t when t he N e w Orleans, t h a t defiant cruiser whose 
te l l ing shots were fel t by t he Span i sh for ts 011 t he coast of Cuba, 
was passed, it seemed as if t he crowd wanted to board her and 
personal ly g ra sp the hands of h e r officers and crew. 



But if t l iey were demonstra t ive then, words almost fail to 
describe the i r en thus i a sm as they passed t ha t bat t le monster , the 
bat t leship Texas , t he flag-ship of Commodore Phi l ip ' s squadron. 
I t was not an easy t h i n g to recall, f rom her present condition, 
t ha t the Texas , wi th " J a c k " Ph i l ip in command, had t aken a 
foremost par t in one of t he most marvelous mar ine bat t les m 
naval his tory. Al l t he o ther war vessels were greeted with en-
thus iasm, and t he booming of g u n s which saluted the Secretary 
of the N a v y contr ibuted much to render t he occasion both in sp i r ing 

and impressive. . 
Much of t he interes t in t he Nat iona l Jub i lee centered m 

Mil i tary Day. Mile a f te r mile, hour a f te r h o u r of m a r c h i n g men, 
popu la r heroes of the Span i sh war, officers on horseback, privates 
on foot, gray-haired G r a n d A r m y veterans, the scarred bat t le flags 
of the Rebellion, music of bands, enormous n u m b e r s of cheer ing 
people massed in s tands and on sidewalks, the senior general 01 
the Uni ted S ta tes A r m y leading t he s e v e n - m i l e line, the President 
of the Un i t ed S ta tes and the Commander-in-Chief of the A r m y 
and N a v y reviewing i t ; and, as a f r ame to the picture, t he city 
gay with color sh in ing in the clear sunsh ine of a perfect October 

d a y ' A P P L A U S E F O R T H E N O T A B L E S . 

E v e r y popular favorite in the parade was l iberal ly applauded. 
General Miles and General Wheeler , Hobson and h i s men t he 
R o u g h Riders ' de tachment , the ga l l an t T e n t h Cavalry , t he colored 
troopers who came to the relief of Roosevelt 's men when they were 
so h a r d pressed at E l C a n e y ; Captain Sigsbee, the mar ines and 
the Twenty-f i rs t I n f a n t r y were received with t he wildest demon-
st ra t ions of del ight . 

Pres ident McKinley , who was t he gues t of the Clover Club, 

of Phi lade lphia , said, in h is address : 
« I t is most g r a t i fy ing to me to participate with the people of 

Phi lade lphia in th is grea t patriotic celebration. I t has been a 
pao-eant the l ike of which I do not believe has been seen since the 
close of t he civil war, when t he a rmy of G r a n t and S h e r m a n and 
t he navy of F a r r a g u t and Por te r met in t ha t grea t celebration i n 

W a s h i n g t o n and was reviewed by Pres ident Lincoln. And I know 
of no bet ter place in which to have such a celebration t h a n in t h i s 

glorious city, which witnessed the Declaration of Independence. 
" As I stood on the reviewing s tand to-day m y hea r t was filled 

only with gra t i tude to the God of battles, who has so favored us, 
and to t he soldiers and sailors who have won such victories on 
land and sea and have given such a new m e a n i n g to American 
valor. N o braver soldiers or sailors ever assembled under a flag. 

" Y o u had to-day the heroes of Guan tanamo, of Santiago, of 
Porto Rico. W e had unfo r tuna te ly none of the heroes of Manila, 
bu t our hear t s go out to-night to the brave D e w e y " — h e r e the 
President was in te r rupted with t remendous chee r s—"and to Merr i t t 
and to Otis and to all the brave men with them. 

" Gent lemen, t he American people are ready. If the Merr imac 
is to be s u n k — " here t he Pres ident t u rned to t he y o u n g naval 
constructor, while every one shouted ' Hobson—' " yes, Hobson, 
is ready to do it and to succeed in what h is foes never have been 
able to do—sink an American ship. 

I propose a toast to the a rmy and navy, without whose 
sacrifices we could not now celebrate the victory, a toast not only 
to t he men who were in the front, in the t renches, but t he men 
who were wil l ing and anxious to go, bu t who could not be sent ." 



C H A P T E R V I I I . 

G l o w i n g T r i b u t e to O u r L a m e n t e d P r e s i d e n t — S p e e c h o n 
B e i n g N o t i f i e d of H i s S e c o n d N o m i n a t i o n — M a s t e r l y 
S t a t e m e n t of t h e Po l i t i ca l H i s t o r y of O u r C o u n t r y . 

TH E sorrow over Mr. McKin ley ' s un t imely death was not con-
fined to a n y one section of our country . T h i s is made plain 

by t he following editorial f rom the "At l an ta Const i tut ion," which 
gives eloquent voice to t he grief t ha t was common to our whole 
people : 

» T h e death of t he Pres ident comes to the people of the 
Uni ted Sta tes as a common grief. I n t he Nor th , to whose cause 
he was espoused when civil war r a g e d ; in the South , to whose 
people he b rough t a message of real f ra te rn i ty ; in the new nation, 
baptized in the blood of al l sections, the name of McKin ley had 
become a household word. H e was close to each, wi thout indif-
ference to ei ther ; wi th t he love of a fa ther , he looked forward to 
the ma tu r i t y of the na t ion over which he had been called to 

preside. * 
" T h e h o u r of death removes politics, bu t bet ter still t h e love 

of a l i fet ime h a d ext rac ted whatever asper i ty m i g h t have existed. 
T h e h i g h office of Pres iden t was fittingly filled by a man meas-
u r i n g u p to i ts requirements . T o h im it made no difference whether 
patriot had worn blue or g r a y ; he accepted t he heart- loyalty of 
the present as t he token of the fu ture . T h e r e will be m a n y 
evidences of the dead Pres ident ' s adminis t ra t ion to perpetuate 
h i s name . - . 

" H e h a d a n e y e t o t h e m a t e r i a l s u p r e m a c y o f t h e U n i o n , 

he had expanded t he l imi ts of Amer ican au thor i ty beyond the 
seas, but, g rea te r t h a n a l l - t h e greates t p o s s i b l e - w a s t he bind-
i n g of domestic wounds and the hea l ing of in te rna l estrange-

m e n " T h e nat ion m o u r n s for McKin ley ; the Sou th knee l s a t h i s 
b i e r ; the whole world sees a weeping b u t uni ted nation. 
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" But government never s tands still. W i t h the closing of the 
career of t he President , the Vice Pres ident comes into office. T h i s 
b r ings to the nat ion no shock of policy or of person. T h e people 
elected McKin ley and Roosevelt as in one purpose, and one in 
policies. Theodore Roosevelt is an outspoken m a n ; brave, and 
ready to meet every emergency. Placed in posit ions of untr ied 
t rus t , he has proven equal to every occasion. H i s qual i t ies are 
of the man ly order. He, l ike the late President , is fu l l of hope 
for h is country, and looks to a glorious f u t u r e for it. I n h is blood 
there courses a Georgian strain. T h a t he will meet h is new 
responsibil i ty there need be no doubt. Theodore Roosevelt will 
prove a worth}- successor of Wi l l i am McKin ley . 

A L E S S O N O F R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y . 

" T o the nat ion itself there comes t he lesson of responsibi l i ty . 
A government of laws can only be upheld by a people devoted to 
law observance. W e have permit ted canker to grow u p in the body 
politic. W e have overlooked the vile abuse of our ins t i tu t ions 
by men who sought our protection only to be t ray it. W h i l e the 
nat ion 's chief was in agony vile men rejoiced, and brazen women, 
l ike the Goldman fiend, l aughed officers to scorn. Law was 
mocked, and there was only helplessness to look on. T h e r e mus t 
be a change ! T h e r e m u s t be no compromis ing with civic crime ! 
T h e Anarch is t mus t g o ! H e m u s t not gloat over t he grief of a 
s t rong nat ion. He re in lies work for t he people I " 

T h i s eulogy is fu l ly merited, as m a y be seen f rom the public 
u t te rances of Mr. McKin ley which have regard to every section 
of our broad l and and to all t he varied conditions of labor and 
finance. H i s address to the commit tee t h a t notified h im of h is 
second nominat ion for Pres ident was an elaborate declaration of 
great principles. E v e r y issue involved in t he campaign was 
discussed a t length, and the document possesses g r ea t va lue as a 
sketch of the political h is tory of the coun t ry du r ing the adminis-
tration. T h e fol lowing is the t ex t of the address : 

T h e nominat ion of the Republ ican Convention of J u n e , 19, 
190«., for t he office of Pres iden t of the Uni ted States, which, as 



the official representa t ive of t he convention, you have conveyed 
to ine, is accepted. I have ca re fu l ly examined t h e pla t form 
adopted and give to i t m y h e a r t y approval. Upon the grea t issue 
of the las t nat ional election i t is clear. I t upholds t he gold 
s tandard and endorses the legis lat ion of t he present Congress, 
by which t ha t s t andard h a s been effectively s t rengthened . The-
stabil i ty of our nat ional cu r rency is, therefore, secure so long as 
those who adhere to th i s p la t form are kep t in control of t he 
government . 

F R I E N D S O F T H E G O L D S T A N D A R D . 

I n the first batt le, t ha t of 1896, t he f r iends of t he gold stand-
ard and of sound cur rency were t r i umphan t , and t he count ry is 
en joy ing t he f ru i t s of t ha t victory. O u r antagonis ts , however, 
are not satisfied. T l iey compel u s to a second bat t le upon the 
same l ines on which t he first was fough t and won. W h i l e regret-
t i n g t he reopening of th i s question, which can only d i s tu rb t h e 
present sat isfactory condition of the government and visit uncer-
t a in ty upon our great bus iness enterpr ises , we accept the issue 
and again invi te the sound money forces to join m winn ing an-
other, and, we hope, a pe rmanen t t r i u m p h for an h o n e s t financial 
sys tem sys tem which will cont inue inviolable t he public fai th. 

As in 1896, t he th ree silver par t ies are united, u n d e r t he 
same leader who immedia te ly af ter the election of t h e year, m an 

address to t he bimetal is ts , said : _ 
" T h e f r iends of b imeta l ism have not been vanquished ; t hey 

have s imply been overcome. T h e y believe t h a t the gold s tandard 
is a conspiracy of t he money-changers agains t t he welfare of the 
h u m a n r a c e - a n d they will continue the warfar aga ins t it. 

T h e policy t h u s proclaimed h a s been accepted and confirmed 
by these parties. T h e Si lver Democratic pla t form of 1900 con-
t i n u e s t h e warfare agains t the so-called gold c o n s W 
express ly says : " W e rei terate t he demand of tha t ( the Chicago) 
p l a t f o r m of 1896 for an American financial sy t-111 ma le by the 
American people for themselves, which shall rest re a , d main ta in 
a bimetalic price level, and as par t of such sys tem the immediate 

restoration of the free and unl imi ted coinage of silver and gold at 
the present rat io of 16 to 1, wi thout wai t ing for the aid or consent 
of any other nat ion." 

So t he issue is presented. I t will be noted t ha t t he demand 
is for t he immediate restoration of t he free coinage of silver at 16 
to 1. If another issue is paramount , t h i s is immediate. I t will 
admit of no delay and will suffer no postponement . 

T u r n i n g to the o ther associated parties, we find in t he Popu-
list nat ional platform, adopted at S ioux Fal ls , S. D., M a y 10, 1900, 
the following declaration : 

lt W e pledge anew the People 's pa r ty never to cease the agi-
tat ion unt i l t h i s financial conspiracy is blotted from the s ta tu te 
books, the Lincoln greenback restored, t he bonds all paid, and all 
corporation money forever retired. W e reaffirm t h e demand 
for t he reopening of t he min t s of t he Uni ted Sta tes for the f ree 
and unl imi ted coinage of si lver and gold at the present legal rat io 
of 16 to 1, t he immediate increase in t he volume of si lver coins 
and certificates t h u s created to be subst i tu ted, dollar for dollar, for 
the bank notes issued b y pr ivate corporations under special privi-
lege, granted by law of March 14, 1900." 

E X T R A O R D I N A R Y A N N O U N C E M E N T . 

T h e platform of t he Si lver par ty , adopted at K a n s a s City, 
J u l y 6, 1900, makes the following announcement : 

" W e declare i t to be our intent ion to lend our efforts to t he 
repeal of th i s currency law, which not only repudiates t he ancient 
and time-honored principles of t he Amer ican people before t he 
Const i tut ion was adopted, but is violative of t he principles of t he 
Consti tut ion i t se l f ; and we shal l not cease our efforts unt i l the re 
has been established in i ts place a mone ta ry sys tem based upon 
the free and unl imi ted coinage of silver and gold into money 
at the present legal ratio of 16 to 1 by t he independent action of 
the Uni ted States, under which sys tem all paper money shal l be 
issued by the government , and all such money coined or issued 
shall be a fu l l legal tender in paymen t of all debts, public an«» 
private, wi thout exception." 
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su rp lus of American farms. 

protection and reciprocity were t he first pledges of Republ ican 
victory to be wri t ten into public law. 

T h e present Congress h a s g iven to Alaska a terr i tor ia l gov-
ernment , for which i t had waited more than a quar te r of a cen tury ; 
has establ ished a representat ive government in H a w a i i ; has 
enacted bills for the most l iberal t r ea tmen t of t he pensioners and 
their widows ; has revived the free homestead policy. In its great 
financial law i t provided for t he es tab l i shment of banks of issue 
with a capital of $25,000, for the benefit of vi l lages and ru ra l 
communit ies, and b r i n g i n g t he oppor tuni ty for profitable business 
in b a n k i n g wi th in t he reach of moderate capital . M a n y are 
already avai l ing themselves of th is privilege. 

U N I T E D S T A T E S B O N D S . 

D u r i n g the pas t yea r more than n ineteen mill ions of Uni ted 
States bonds have been paid from the su rp lus revenues of the 
T reasu ry , and in addition twenty-five mil l ions of 2 per cents 
matured, called b y the government , are in process of payment . 
Pacific railroad bonds i ssued by the government in aid of the 
roads in t he sum of near ly forty-four mill ion dollars have been 
paid since December 31, 1897. T h e T r e a s u r y balance is in satis-
factory condition, showing on September 1, $i35>4i9*ooo, i n a d d l " 
tion to t h e $150,000,000 gold reserve held in t he T r e a s u r y . T h e 
Government ' s relations with the Pacific rai lroads have been sub-
stant ia l ly closed, $121,421,000 be ing received from these roads, 
the grea ter par t in cash and t he remainder with ample securit ies 
for paymen t s deferred. 

Ins tead of d iminishing, as was predicted four years ago, the 
volume of our cur rency is grea ter per capi ta t h a n i t h a s ever 
been. I t was $21.10 in 1896. I t h a s increased to $26.50 on J u l y 
1, 1900, and $26.85 on September 1, 1900. O u r total money on 
J u l y 1, 1896, was $1,506,434,966 ; on J u l y 1, 1900, it was $2,062,-
425,490, and $2,096,683,042 on September 1, 1900. 

O u r indus t r i a l and agr icu l tura l conditions are more promis-
ing t h a n they have been for m a n y yea r s ; probably more so t h a n 
they have ever been. Prosper i ty abounds everywhere th rough-



ou t t he Republ ic . I rejoice t ha t t h e S o u t h e r n as well as t he 
N o r t h e r n Sta tes a re e n j o y i n g a fu l l sha re of these improved 
na t ional conditions, and t ha t all a re con t r ibu t ing so l a rge ly to 
our r emarkab l e indus t r i a l development . T h e m o n e y lender 
receives lower rewards for h i s capital t h a n if it were inves ted in 
active business . T h e ra tes of in te res t are lower t h a n t h e y have 
ever been in t h i s count ry , whi le those t h i n g s which are produced 
on the f a r m and i n t h e workshop and t h e labor p roduc ing t h e m 
have advanced in value. 

S A T I S F A C T O R Y F O R E I G N T R A D E . 

O u r foreign t r a d e shows a sa t is fac tory and inc reas ing growth. 
T h e a m o u n t of our expor t s for t he y e a r 1900, over those of t he 
except ional ly prosperous y e a r of 1899, w a s about ha l f a mil l ion 
dol lars for every day of t h e year , and these s u m s have gone in to 
t h e homes and en te rpr i se of t he people. T h e r e h a s been an in-
crease of over $50,000,000 in t he expor ts of ag r i cu l tu ra l p r o d u c t s ; 
$92,692,220 in m a n u f a c t u r e s , and in products of t he m i n e s of over 
$10,000,000. O u r t r a d e ba lances cannot fail to give sat isfact ion 
to t h e people of t he coun t ry . I n 1898 we sold abroad $615,432,-
676 of products more t h a n we b o u g h t abroad ; in 1899, $529,874,-
813 and in 1900, $544,471,701, m a k i n g , d u r i n g t h e th ree years , a 
to ta l ba lance in our favor of $1,689,779,190—nearly five t imes the 
ba lance of t r ade i n our favor for t h e whole per iod of 108 years , 
f rom 1790 to J u n e 30, 1897, inclusive. 

F o u r h u n d r e d and th i r ty - s ix mil l ion dol lars of gold have 
been added to t h e gold stock of t he U n i t e d S ta t e s s ince J u l y 1, 
1896. T h e law of March 14, 1900, au thor ized t h e r e f u n d i n g into 
2 per cent, bonds of t h a t pa r t of t h e pub l ic debt represented by 
the 3 pe r cents , due in 1908 ; t he 4 per cents , due in 1907 ; and 
t h e 5 per cents, d u e in 1904, a g g r e g a t i n g $840,000,000. More 
t h a n one-third of t he s u m of these bonds was r e funded in t he 
first t h r e e m o n t h s a f t e r t he passage of t he act, and on Sep-
tember 1 t h e s u m had been increased more t h a n $33,000,000, 
m a k i n g in all $330,578,050, r e s u l t i n g in a ne t s av ing of over 

$8,379,520. 

T h e o rd ina ry receipts of t he government for t he fiscal yea r 
1900 were $79,827,060 in excess of i ts expenditures. 

W h i l e our receipts both from customs and in ternal r eveune 
have been g rea t l y increased, our expendi tures have been decreas-
ing. Civil and misce l laneous expenses for t he fiscal yea r e n d i n g 
J u n e 30, 1900, were n e a r l y $14,000,000 less t h a n in 1899, whi le 
on t h e war account the re is a decrease of more t h a n $ 9 5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 . 

T h e r e were required $8,000,000 less to support t he navy th i s y e a r 
t han last , and t h e expend i tu res on account of Ind ians were n e a r l y 
two and th ree-quar te r mil l ion dollars less t han in 1899. 

I T E M S O F I N C R E A S E I N T A X . 

T h e only two i t ems of increase in the public expenses of 
1900 over 1899 are for pens ions and interest on the publ ic debt. 
F o r 1890 we expended for pens ions $i39,394,929, a n < i f o r t l i e 

y e a r 1900 o u r p a y m e n t s on th i s account amounted to $14°,877?" 
316. T h e ne t increase of in teres t on the public debt of 1900 over 
1899, requi red by the wa r loan, was $263,408.25. Whi l e Congre s s 
au thor ized the Gove rnmen t to make a war loan of $400,000,000 at 
t he b e g i n n i n g of the war wi th Spain, only $200,000,000 of bonds 
were issued, bea r ing t h r e e per cent, interest, which were p r o m p t l y 
and patr iot ical ly t a k e n by our citizens. 

U n l e s s some th ing unforeseen occurs to reduce our r e v e n u e 
or increase our expend i tu res , the Congress at i ts n e x t sess ion 
should reduce t axa t ion ve ry mater ia l ly . 

F ive years ago we were sel l ing Government bonds b e a r i n g 
as h i g h as five per cent, interest . Now we are r edeeming t h e m 
with a bond at p a r b e a r i n g two per cent, interest . W e are s e l l i ng 
our s u r p l u s products a n d lending our su rp lus money to E u r o p e . 
O n e resu l t of our se l l ing to other na t ions so m u c h more t h a n we 
have bough t f rom t h e m dur ing the past three yea r s is a radical 
improvement of our financial relations. 

T h e g rea t a m o u n t s of capital which have been bor rowed of 
E u r o p e for our rapid, ma te r i a l development have r emained a con-
s tan t dra in upon our resources for in teres t and d iv idends , an 
made our m o n e y m a r k e t s l iable to cons tant d i s turbances b y ca s 



for paymen t or heavy sales of our securit ies whenever moneyed 
s t r ingency or panic occurred abroad. W e have now been p a y i n g 
these debts and b r ing ing home m a n y of our securit ies and estab-
l i sh ing countervai l ing credits abroad by our loans, and placing 
ourselves upon a su re foundat ion of financial independence. 

I n the unfor tuna te contest between Grea t Bri tain and the 
Boer Sta tes of Sou th Africa, t he Uni ted Sta tes has mainta ined an 
at t i tude of neu t ra l i ty in accordance with i ts well-known tradi t ional 
policy. It did not hesitate, however, when requested by the Gov-
e rnmen t s of t he South Afr ican republics to exercise i ts good 
offices for a cessation of hostil i t ies. I t is to be observed t ha t 
while t he South Afr ican republics made l ike requests of other 
powers, t he Uni ted Sta tes is the only one which complied. T h e 
Brit ish Government declined to accept t he in tervent ion of any 
power. 

C A R R I E D B Y F O R E I G N S H I P S . 

Ninety-one per cent, of our expor ts and impor ts a ie now 
carried by foreign ships. Fo r ocean t ranspor ta t ion we pay an-
nua l ly to foreign ship owners over $165,000,000. W e ough t to 
own the ships for our c a r ry ing t r ade with t he world and we ough t 
to bui ld them in Amer ican sh ipyards and man them with Ameri-
can sailors. O u r own citizens should receive t he t ranspor ta t ion 
cha iges now paid to foreigners. I have called the a t ten t ion of 
Congress to th i s subject in m y several annua l messages. I n tha t 
of December 6, 1897, I s a i d : 

" Most desirable f rom every s tandpoin t of nat ional in teres t 
and patr iot ism is t he effort to extend our foreign commerce. T o 
th is end our merchan t mar ine should be improved and enlarged. 
W e should do our fu l l share of the ca r ry ing t rade of the 
world. W e do not do i t now. W e should be the l aggard no 
longer ." 

I n m y message of December 5, 1899, I s a id : 
" O u r na t iona l development will be oue-sided and unsat is-

factory so long as t he remarkab le growth of our in land indust r ies 
remains unaccompanied by progress on t he seas. T h e r e is no 
lack of consti tut ional au thor i ty for legislat ion which shal l give to 

t he count ry mar i t ime s t rength commensura te with i ts indus t r ia l 
achievements and with i ts r a n k among the nat ions of the ear th . 

" T h e pas t yea r h a s recorded exceptional activity in our ship-
yards, and the promises of cont inued prosperi ty in sh ip bu i ld ing 
are abundant . Advanced legislat ion for t he protection of our 
seamen has been enacted. O u r coast trade, unde r regula t ions 
wisely f ramed at t he beg inn ing of the government and since, 
shows resul t s for t he last fiscal year unequaled in our records or 
those of any other power. W e shal l fail to realize our oppor-
tunities, however, if we complacently regard only mat te r s at home, 
and blind ourselves to the necessi ty of secur ing our sha re in the 
valuable ca r ry ing t rade of the world." I now reiterate these 
views. 

G R E A T W A T E R W A Y W A N T E D . 

A subject of immedia te importance to our count ry is t he 
completion of a grea t waterway between t he At lant ic and Pacific. 
T h e construction of a mar i t ime canal is now more than ever 
indispensable to tha t in t imate and ready communicat ion between 
our Eas t e rn and Wes t e rn seaports demanded by the annexat ion 
of the Hawai ian I s lands and t he expans ion of our influence and 
t rade in t he Pacific. 

O u r nat ional policy more imperat ively t h a n ever calls for i ts 
completion and control by th is government ; and it is believed 
that the n e x t session of Congress, a f te r receiving the ful l report 
of t he commission appointed under the act approved March 3, 
1899, will make provisions for t he sure accompl ishment of th i s 
great work. 

Combinat ions of capital which control the marke t in com-
modities necessary to the general use of the people, by suppress-
ing na tu ra l and ordinary competition, t h u s enhanc ing prices to 
the general consumer, are obnoxious to the common law and the 
public welfare. T h e y are dangerous conspiracies aga ins t the 
public good, and should be made the subject of prohibi tory or 
penal legislat ion. Publ ic i ty will be a he lp fu l influence to check 
this evil. Uni formi ty of legislation in the several Sta tes should 
be secured. Discrimination between what is in ju r ious and what 
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is usefu l and necessary in business operat ions is essential to t he 
wise a i d effective t r ea tment of th is subject. H o n e s t co-operation 
of capital is necessary to meet new business conditions and 
extend our rapidly increas ing foreign trade, but conspiracies and 
combinations in tended to restr ic t business, create monopolies 
and control prices should be effectively res t ra ined. 

T h e best service which can be rendered to labor is to afford it 
an oppor tuni ty for s teady and r emunera t ive employment , and 
give it every encouragement for advancement . T h e policy t ha t 
subserves th i s end is t he t r u e Amer ican policy. T h e las t th ree 
years have been more sat isfactory to Amer ican work ingmen than 
many preceeding years. A n y change of t he present indust r ia l or 
financial policy of the government would be disast rous to their 
h ighes t interests . W i t h prosper i ty at h o m e and an increas ing 
foreign marke t for American products, employment should con-
t inue to wait upon labor, and with the present gold s tandard the 
work ingman is secured agains t payment s for h is labor in a de-
preciated currency. 

S H O R T D A Y F O R L A B O R . 

F o r labor, a short day is bet ter t han a short dollar ; one will 
l i gh ten t he burdens , the o ther lessen the rewards of toil. T h e 
one will promote contentment and independence ; t he o ther penury 
and want. T h e wages of labor should be adequate to keep the 
home in comfort, educate t he children, and, with t h r i f t and 
economy, lay someth ing by for t he days of in f i rmi ty and old age. 

Practical civil service reform has a lways had the suppor t and 
encouragement of the Republ ican party. T h e f u t u r e of t he meri t 
sys tem is safe i n i ts hands . 

D u r i n g the present adminis t ra t ion, as occasions have arisen 
for modification or amendmen t s in t he ex is t ing civil service law 
and rules, t hey have been made. Impor tan t amendmen t s were 
promulgated by Execut ive order unde r date of May 29, 1899, 
hav ing for the i r principal purpose t he exception from competitive 
examinat ion of certain places involving fiduciary responsibili t ies 
or dut ies of a s t r ic t ly confidential, scientific or executive character, 

which it was t h o u g h t migh t bet ter be filled e i ther by non-com-
petitive examinat ion or by other tests of fitness in the discretion 
of the appoint ing officer. I t is g r a t i f y i n g t ha t the experience of 
more than a yea r has vindicated these changes in t he m a r k e d 
improvement of the public service. 

T h e meri t system, as far as practicable, is made the basis for 
appointments to office in our new ter r i tory . 

T h e American people are profoundly g ra te fu l to the soldiers, 
sailors an 1 marines, who have, in every t ime of conflict, fough t 
their country ' s batt les and defended i ts honor. T h e survivors 
and the widows and the o r p h a n s of those who have fallen are 
j u s t l y enti t led to receive the generous and considerate care of t he 
nat ion. Few are now lef t of those who fough t in the Mexican 
War , and while m a n y of the veterans of the Civil W a r are still 
spared to us, the i r number s are rapidly diminishing, and age and 
inf i rmity are increas ing the i r dependence. 

C A R E F O R O L D S O L D I E R S . 

These , with t he soldiers of t he Spanish War , will not be neg-
lected by their g ra te fu l count rymen. T h e pension laws have 
been liberal. T h e y should be j u s t l y administered, and will be. 
Preference should be given to t he soldiers, sailors and marines, 
thei r widows and orphans, with respect to employment in the public 
service. 

W e have been in possession of Cuba since the first of J a n u a r y , 
1899. W e have restored order and established domestic t ran-
quill i ty. W e have fed the s tarving, clothed the naked, and 
minis tered to the sick. W e have improved the san i ta ry condition 
of t he island. W e have s imulated indus t ry , introduced public 
education, and taken a fu l l and comprehensive enumerat ion of 
the inhabi tants . T h e qualification of electors has been settled, 
and under it officers have been chosen for all the municipal i t ies 
of Cuba. These local governments are now in operation, admin-
istered by the people. 

A n election has b«en ordered to be held on the 15th of Sep-
tember, under a fair election law already tr ied in the municipal 



elections, to choose members of a Const i tut ional C o i t i o n and 
the convention, by t he same order, is to assemble on t he first 
Monday of November to f r ame a c o n s t . t u t . o n upon wh h an 
independent government for t he is land will rest. All t h i s is a 
long step in t i e fu l f i l lment of our sacred guaran tee to t he peole of 

C U b W e hold Porto Rico by the same t i t le as t he Phi l ippines 
T h e t reaty of peace which ceded us t he one conveyed to us 
the o ther Congress h a s given to th i s i s land a government m 
w h i c h t h e inhab i t an t s part icipate, elect the i r own legis la ture , e r c t 
the i r own local laws, provide the i r own system of taxation, and i n 

h e s e respects have t he same power and privi leges enjoyed by 
t e X i e s be longing to the Uni ted ^ ' ¿ ^ n S 

measure of self-government than was g .ven to t he inhab i t an t s 

Louis iana under Jefferson. 

E S T A B L I S H I N G A G O V E R N M E N T . 

A district court of the Uni ted Sta tes for Porto Rico has been 

e s t a ^ d £ W c ^ « t r r 

w i t h ^ h e Uni ted States, C o n g r e s s c o m p l i e d wi th m y r e — 

- - « ^ S S r s r g » 
Rico pay a l ike rate. R i a n d 

Th* fliities t h u s p a i d a n d collected ootn m tull 

sum of $2,250,523.21, paid at the Custom House in t he United 
Sta tes upon Porto Rican products, under the laws ex i s t ing prior 
to the above ment ioned act of Congress, have gone in to t he 
T rea su ry of Porto Rico to relieve t he dest i tute and for schools 
and other public purposes. In addition to th i s we have made 
expendi tu res for relief, education and improvement . 

F o r the sake of fu l l and inte l l igent unde r s t and ing of the 
Phi l ippine question, and to give to t he people au then t i c informa-
tion of the acts and a ims of the adminis t ra t ion, Pres ident Mc-
Kinley presents at some leng th in excerpts from h i s messages 
and other state papers, the events of impor tance leading u p to the 
present situation, and then says of the Fi l ip inos : 

" E v e r y effort has been directed to the i r peace and prosperity, 
thei r advancement and well being, not for our aggrandizement 
nor for pride of might , nor for t rade or commerce, not for exploita-
tion, bu t for h u m a n i t y and civilization, and for the protection of 
the vast ma jor i ty of the populat ion who welcome our sovereignty 
aga ins t the des igning minor i ty whose first demand a f te r t he 
sur render of Mani la by t he Spanish army, was to en ter t he city 
tha t t hey migh t loot it and destroy those not in s v m p a t h y with 
their selfish and t reacherous designs. 

W H A T W A S T O B E D O N E ? 

" W o u l d not our adversar ies have sent Dewey's fleet to 
Mani la to capture and destroy the Span ish sea power there, or, 
despa tching it there, would they have withdrawn i t a f ter the de-
struct ion of the Spanish fleet; and if the latter, wh i the r would 
they have directed it to sail ? W h e r e could it have gone ? W h a t 
port of the Orient was open to i t ? Do our adversaries condemn 
the expedition under the command of General Merr i t t to 
s t r eng then Dewey in the d is tant ocean and assist in our t r i umph 
over Spain, with which nation we were at war ? W a s it not our 
h ighes t d u t y to s t r ike Spain at every vulnerable point , that the war 
migh t b e s u c c e s s f u l l y concluded at the earliest practical moment? 

"And was it not our duty to protect the lives and property of 
those who came withiu our control by t he for tunes of wa r? 
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Could we have come away at any t ime between May i , 1898, and 
the conclusion of peace wi thout a s ta in upon our good name ? 
Could we have come away wi thout dishonor a t any t ime af ter the 
ratification of the peace t rea ty by t he Senate of t he Uni ted 
Sta tes ? 

" T h e r e has been no t ime since the destruct ion of the e n e m y ' s 
fleet when we could or should have lef t t he Phi l ippine archi-
pelago Af te r the t rea ty of peace was ratified, no power but Con-
gress could su r rende r our sovereignty or a l ienate a foot of t he 
te r r i tory t h u s acquired. T h e Congress has not seen fit to do one 
or the other, and t he Pres ident had no au tho r i t y to do e i ther if he 
had been so inclined, which h e was not. So long as t he sover-
e ign ty remains in us i t is t he d u t y of the executive, whoever he 
m a y be, to uphold t ha t sovereignty, and if it be a t tacked to sup-
press i ts assai lants . W o u l d our political adversar ies do less ? 

T H E R E A L I S S U E . 

" W i t h all the exaggera ted phrase -making of th is electoral 
contest we are in dange r of be ing diverted from the real conten-
tion. W e are in ag reemen t with all of those who supported t he 
war with Spain, and also with those who counseled the ratification 
of t he t r ea ty of peace. Upon these two g rea t essential s teps 
the re can be no issue, and out of these came all of our responsi-
bilities. I f o thers would sh i rk t he obligations imposed by t he 
war and the t reaty, we m u s t decline to act f u r t h e r with them, and 
here t he issue was made. 

" I t is our purpose to establ ish in t he Phi l ippines a govern-
ment sui table to t he wants and conditions of the inhabi tants , and 
to prepare t h e m for self-government, and to give t h e m self-
government when they are ready for it, and as rapidly as they 
are ready for it . T h a t I am a iming to do under m y consti tut ional 
au thor i ty , and will cont inue to do un t i l Congress shal l de termine 
the political s t a tus of t he inhab i t an t s of the archipelago. 

" A r e our opponents aga ins t t he t r e a t y ? If so they m u s t be 
reminded t ha t it could not have been ratified in t he Senate but 
for thei r assistance. T h e Senate which ratified the t rea ty and 

t he Congress which added its sanction by a la rge appropriat ion 
comprised Senators and Representat ives of the people of all 
parties. r r 

" Would our opponents su r render to t he insurgen ts , abandon 
our sovereignty or cede it to them ? If tha t be not the i r purpose 
then it should prompt ly be disclaimed for only evil can r e s u h 
from the hopes raised by our opponents in the minds of the 
Filipinos, tha t with their success at the polls in November there 
will be a withdrawal of our a r m y and of American sovere ignty 
over the a rch ipe lago ; the complete independence of the T a g a l o t 
people recognized and the powers of government over all the 
other people of the archipelago conferred upon the Taga log leaders. 

R U S H I N G U S O N T O W A R . 

" T h e r e were those who, two years ago, were r u s h i n g us on to 
war with Spam, who are unwi l l ing now to accept i ts clear conse-
quence, as the re are t hose among us who advocated the ratification 
of the t r ea ty of peace, but now protest agains t i ts obligations 
Nations which go to war mus t be prepared to accept i ts resu l tan t 
obligations, and when they make treat ies mus t keep them 

" Those who profess to dis t rus t the l iberal and honorable pur-
poses 01 the adminis t ra t ion in i ts t r ea tmen t of the Phi l ippines are 
not just if ied. Imperia l ism has no place in i ts creed or conduct 
Freedom is a rock upon which the Republ ican par ty was builded 
and now rests L iber ty is t he great Republ ican doctrine for 
which the people went to war, and for which a mill ion lives were 
offered and bil l ions of dollars were expended to make it a lawful 
legacy of all, wi thout t he consent of mas te r or slave. 

" If our opponents would only practice as well as preach the 
doctrines of Abraham Lincoln, there would be no fear for the 
safety of our ins t i tu t ions at home or their r i gh t fu l influence in 
any terr i tory over which our flag floats. E m p i r e has been ex-
pelled from Porto Rico and the Phi l ippines by American freemen 
The flag of the Republ ic now floats over these is lands as an 

emblem of r igh t fu l sovereignty. Wil l the Republ ic s tay and 
dispense to their inhab i t an t s the b less ing of liberty, education 



a n d f ree ins t i tu t ions , or s teal away, l eav ing t h e m to a n a r c h y and 

imper i a l i sm ? 
" T h e A m e r i c a n ques t ion i s be tween d u t y and deser t ion—the 

Amer ican verd ic t wil l be for d u t y and aga ins t deser t ion ; for t h e 
Republ ic , a g a i n s t bo th ana rchy and imper ia l i sm. 

" T h e coun t ry h a s been f u l l y advised of t h e purposes of t h e 
U n i t e d S t a t e s in China , and t h e y will b e f a i t h f u l l y adhered to as 
a l r eady defined. . . 

" N o t o n l y h a v e we reason for t h a n k s g i v i n g for ou r mater ia l 
b less ings , b u t we shou ld rejoice in t h e complete unif icat ion of t h e 
people of all sec t ions of ou r coun t ry t h a t h a s so h a p p i l y 
developed in t h e l a s t few y e a r s and made for u s a more per fec t 

U n l < ^ T h e obl i terat ion of old differences, t h e common devotion to 
t h e flag and t h e common sacrifices for i ts honor , so conspicuously 
shown by t h e m e n of t h e N o r t h and t h e S o u t h m the S p a n i s h 
war have so s t r e n g t h e n e d t h e t ies of f r i e n d s h i p and m u t u a l 
respect t h a t n o t h i n g can ever divide us . T h e na t ion faces t h e 

new c e n t u r y g r a t e f u l l y and hopefu l ly , w i th ^ £ 
count ry , wi th firm fa i th in i t s f ree i n s t i t u t i ons and wi th h i g h 
resolve t h a t t h e y ' s h a l l no t per i sh f rom t h e ear th . 

" V e r y r e spec t fu l ly yours , 
" W I L L I A M M ' K I N L E Y . " 

I t was un ive r sa l ly conceded t h a t in t h i s l e t t e r Mr. McKin -
l e y had f u r n i s h e d a mas t e r l y s t a t e m e n t of t h e poli t ical condi ion 
o f o u r coun t ry . I t was t h e t h o u g h t f u l e s t ima te of a s t a t e sman 
a n d a p a t r i o t - o n e who loved h i s coun t ry and re joiced m he r pros-
pe r i ty H i s s t a t e m e n t s were g r a t i f y i n g to all p a r t s of t h e land. 
H e paid a h i g h and mer i ted compl iment to t h e soldiers of every 
sectixm who s p r a n g to a r m s at t h e o u t b r e a k of ou r war with 

S p a i n i u t e r i o r c o n d i t i o n a n d prospects of ou r 

e o m m e r e i a l t r a d e enabled h i m to speak wi th a u t h o r i t y upon these 
^ " d h i s l a n g u a g e was r e a s s u r i n g . I t was a message of 

good cheer to t h e na t ion . 

P R I N C I P A L E V E N T S D U R I N G P R E S I D E N T 
M c K I N L E Y ' S A D M I N I S T R A T I O N . 

I n a u g u r a t e d March 4. l 8 9 / " 
F i f ty - f i f th Congre s s convened March 15. 
A new"Ex t rad i t i on T r e a t y between t h e Uni t ed S ta t e s and Brazil 

s igned at Rio, M a y 16. 
D i n g l e y Tar i f f law passed, J u l y 24. 
At to rney-Genera l J o s e p h M c K e u n a , of Cal i fornia , appoin ted to the 

S u p r e m e Bench, December 16. 

1898. 
Ci ty of Grea te r N e w York i naugu ra t ed , J a n u a r y 1. 
J . W . Gr iggs , of New Je r sey , A t to rney-Genera l , J a n u a r y 25. 

M e e t i n g of t h e Na t iona l Mone t a ry Convent ion a t I n d i a n a p o l i s to 
devise c u r r e n c y reform, J a n u a r y 25. 

T h e ba t t l e sh ip M a i n e destroyed in H a v a n a harbor , F e b r u a r y 15. 
Congress appropr ia tes $50,000,000 for na t ional defence, March 8. 
Congress recognizes C u b a n independence , Apr i l 16. 
W a r declared a g a i n s t Spa in , Apr i l 21. 
Res igna t ion of J o h n S h e r m a n , Sec re t a ry of Sta te , Apr i l 25. 
Dewey des t roys t h e Span i sh fleet a t Mani la , M a y 1. 
L i e u t e n a n t Hobson s i n k s t h e " Mer r imac , " J u n e 3. 
Cervera ' s squadron destroyed off San t iago , J u l y 3. 
Hawai i annexed to t h e Uni t ed Sta tes , J u l y 6. 
T r e a t y of peace s igned with Spa in , December 10. 

1899. 

F l a g raised over G u a m , F e b r u a r y 1. 
T r e a t y of peace wi th Spa in ratified b y Senate , F e b r u a r y 6. 
F i r s t encoun te r between A m e r i c a n s and Fi l ip inos , F e b r u a r y 4. 
Peace Conference a t the H a g u e , M a y 18. 
R e s i g n a t i o n of Rus se l l A. Alger , Sec re t a ry of W a r , J u l y 19. 
E l i h u Root appointed Secre ta ry of W a r , J u l y 22. 
T h o m a s B. Reed r e s igns h is place in Congress , A u g u s t 22. 
T h e Venezue l a award made, October 3. 
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186 PRINCIPAL EVENTS DURING MCKINLEY'S ADMINISTRATION. 

A modus v ivendi a n e n t t h e A l a s k a n b o u n d a r y d i spu te adopted, 
October 12 

S a m o a n t r e a t y s igned, December 2. 
L a w t o n k i l led in t h e Ph i l ipp ines , December 19. 

1900. 
T h e U n i t e d S ta t e s S e n a t e rat i f ied the S a m o a n t rea ty , J a n u a r y 16. 
Pres iden t M c K i n l e y s igned t h e gold s t a n d a r d bill , March 14. 
F o r a k e r Por to R i c a n Act passed b y Congress , Apr i l 12. 
Chinese beg in t he i r a t t acks on t h e L e g a t i o n s in P e k m , J u n e 19. 
M c K i n l e y r enomina t ed a t Ph i l ade lph ia , J u n e 21. 
T h e al l ies cap tu re Pek in , A u g u s t 14. 
"John S h e r m a n died, October 22. 
A convent ion to f r a m e a cons t i tu t ion for Cuba began its sessions 

a t H a v a n a , N o v e m b e r 5. 
M c K i n l e y re-elected, N o v e m b e r 6. 
Min i s t e r s of t h e powers in P e k i n s ign a j o in t note, December 22. 

1901. 

H o p k i n s r eappo r t i onmen t bi l l defeated, J a n u a r y 8 
I n c o r p o r a b a n of t h e bi l l ion dollar S tee l T r u s t , F e b r u a r y 23. 
Dea th of W i l l i a m M. E v a r t s , F e b r u a r y 28. 
T h e adopt ion of t h e P i a t t A m e n d m e n t , F e b r u a r y 28. 
P r e s iden t M c K i n l e y ' second I n a u g u r a t i o n , M a r c h 4. 
Dea th of fo rmer P r e s i d e n t H a r r i s o n , March 13. 
C a p t u r e of Aguina ldo , March 23. 
P res iden t M c K i n l e y s t a r t ed on h i s W e s t e r n tou r Apr i l 20 
W e s t e r n tou r abandoned because of Mrs. M c K i n l e y s ill hea l th , 

M a y 12. 
P a n - A m e r i c a n Expos i t ion opened at Buffalo, M a y 1. 
S u p r e m e Cour t ' s decision on t h e I n s u l a r Cases, M a y 27 
P res iden t M c K i n l e y posi t ively re fused to be a candida te for a 

Pres ident ;^M^Kink:y ' a r r ived a t Buffalo and made h is famous 

add re s s at the Pan -Amer i can Expos i t ion , Sep t embe r 5. 

Assass ina ted , S e p t e m b e r 6. 

P R E S I D E N T M c K I N L E Y ' S L I F E I N B R I E F . 

1 8 4 3 - B o r n a t Niles , T r u m b u l l county , O., J a n u a r y 29 
1 8 6 1 - E n l i s t e d in T w e n t y - t h i r d Oh io Vo lun t ee r I n f a n t r y a t t h e 

age of e igh teen . 
1865—Mustered out of service with r a n k of Cap ta in and Brevet 

Majo r . 
1869 to 1871—Prosecut ing At to rney of S t a r k coun ty . 
1879—Elected to F i f ty - f i f th Congress . 
1888—Refused to allow his n a m e to be presen ted for the Presi-

dency, and he ld Ohio delegat ion for Sena to r J o h n S h e r m a n . 
1889—Became C h a i r m a n of t h e W a y s and M e a n s Commit tee of 

t h e H o u s e of Represen ta t ives and d ra f ted M c K i n l e y tariff bilL 
1890—Defeated for re-election to Congress . 
1891—Retired f rom Congress March 4. 
1891—Elected Governor of Ohio. 
1893—Re-elected Governor of Ohio . 
1896—Nominated for P re s iden t and elected by a p lu ra l i t y of 

814,831. 
1897—Inaugura ted Pres iden t March 4. 
1900—Re-nominated and re-elected P re s iden t by a p lu ra l i t y of 

832,280. 
1901—Inaugura ted Pres iden t for second t e rm March 4. 
1901— Shot down by an assass in a t Buffalo, Sep t embe r 6. 
1=901—Died at Buffalo, Sep t embe r 14. 
1901—Obsequies a t Buffalo, a t W a s h i n g t o n and Canton, S e p t e m . 

ber 15, 17 and 19. 

T h e pathet ic c i rcumstances of t h e dea th of P re s iden t 
McKin ley , the s imple man l ine s s with which h e faced " t h e doom 
we dread," t h e inf ini te c rue l t y and a p p a l l i n g i n j u s t i c e of h i s 
assass ina t ion and t h e profound s y m p a t h y fe l t for h i s inva l id wife 
m a k e i t difficult if not impossible to speak of t h e career of t h e 
dead r u l e r wi th the moderat ion of t h e ca re fu l h is tor ian . T h e 
crit ical spir i t is d u m b in the presence of t h e dead who die for t h e 
nat iou, as McKin l ey died. I n t h e h o u r s of d i re fo reboding a n d 
of phys ica l pain, as when he became consc ious of t h e inevi tab le 
end, h e was t h e patient , u n c o m p l a i n i n g and brave m a n who mee t s 
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t he worst without bravado bu t also without fear, and who accepts 
t he decree of death as the will of Heaven . At no t ime in his 
var ied and successful career had his character seemed so admir-
able as in the las t t r y i n g hours . 

T H E T H R E E M A R T Y R E D P R E S I D E N T S . 

T h e careers of no public men bet ter represent the possibili-
t ies of American life t h a n those of the three Pres iden ts who have 
tallen at t he h a n d s of assassins . All were poor boys wi th no 
other aids to ambit ion than the i r own quali t ies of character . I n 
h i s amiable f ra i l t ies as a public m a n not less t ha t in h i s s t rong-
est a t t r ibutes t he Pres ident whose death we m o u r n was a repre-
sentative American. Born in Ohio where the s t reams of t rans-
a l legheny migra t ion f rom N o r t h and South met and commingled 
and political agi ta t ion was ceaseless, at a t ime when t he over-
shadowing sectional quest ion pressed for final set t lement , and 
hav ing been educated chiefly in t he public schools, where all the 
influence was democratic, it was na tu ra l and almost inevitable 
tha t t he first ambit ion of t he y o u n g m a n Wi l l i am McKin ley 
shoul be political. . , . . 

H e demonst ra ted t he depth and s incer i ty of h is you th tu l 
patr iot ism by enl i s t ing as a private soldier in the volunteer a rmy 
for the preservat ion of t he Union. I n tha t service h e revealed an 
amiabil i ty of t emperamen t which easily won the votes of h is fel-
lows in favor of h i s promotion and assured the popula r i ty of h is 
la ter years. H e was a f r iendly man, and he loved h i s fellow men. 

At the t ime when as a young lawyer Wi l l i am M c K i n l e y 
entered actively in to politics pa r ty l ines were s t rong ly drawn 
Not to be a Republ ican was almost to be a t ra i tor i n t he eyes of 
the leaders of " Ben » Wade ' s type. I t would have been peculiar 
if y o u n g M c K i n l e y had been less devoted to h i s pa r ty or less 
submissive to i ts decrees. T h e spirit of tha t t ime continued to 
influence h i s political actions t h roughou t his lifetime, and it will 
account for the degree to which the Pres ident was ^ l l m g to 
recede f rom his own opinion whenever it was opposed by t he 
aggressive leaders of h is party. 

Story of the Assassination of President McKinley—Graphic 
Picture of the Tragic Act—The Assassin Caught and 
Roughly Handled—Public Indignation and Horror. 

C I V E minu te s before t he appa l l ing t ragedy t ha t ended the life 
* of t he President , the dense crowd was in the most cheerful 
humor , in the T e m p l e of Music, at the Pan-American Exposi t ion 
in Buffalo. T h e police had experienced no t rouble of any kind, 
and when the Pres ident ' s carriage, con ta in ing besides t he Chief 
Execut ive, Pres ident Mi lburn of the Pan-American Exposi t ion, 
and Pr ivate Secretary Cortelyou drove u p to the side en t rance of 
the Temple , it was met by a m i g h t y sa lu te of cheers and 
applause. 

T h e th ree gen t lemen al ighted, and were escorted to the door 
of t he bui ld ing. Immedia te ly the carr iage conta in ing Secret 
Service Operatives, George Fos te r and S. R. I re land, drove u p 
and these detectives, with several o ther Secret Service men, en-
tered the bui ld ing together. Ins ide they were met by Director 
General Buchanan, who had arrived bu t a m o m e n t before, and he 
directed them as to where to stand. 

In pass ing to the place, t he Pres ident took off his h a t and 
smiled pleasant ly to a l i t t le g roup of newspaper men and to the 
guards which had been stationed in t he place. T o one of the 
reporters he spoke, smil ingly, s ay ing : " I t is much cooler in here 
isn ' t it ? " T h e interior of the bu i ld ing had been ar ranged for t he 
purpose. F rom the main entrance, which opens to t he southeast 
f rom the Temple on the wide esplanade, where the thousands had 
gathered, an aisle had been made t h r o u g h the rows of seats in the 
bui ld ing to near t he centre. 

T h i s aisle was about e ight feet wide, and turned near the 
centre to the southwest door of the temple, so t ha t the re was ? 
passage dividing the south par t of the s t ruc tu re into a rigln 
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and Pr ivate Secretary Cortelyou drove u p to the side en t rance of 
the Temple , it was met by a m i g h t y sa lu te of cheers and 
applause. 

T h e th ree gen t lemen al ighted, and were escorted to the door 
of t he bui ld ing. Immedia te ly the carr iage conta in ing Secret 
Service Operatives, George Fos te r and S. R. I re land, drove u p 
and these detectives, with several o ther Secret Service men, en-
tered the bui ld ing together. Ins ide they were met by Director 
General Buchanan, who had arrived bu t a m o m e n t before, and he 
directed them as to where to stand. 

In pass ing to the place, t he Pres ident took off his h a t and 
smiled pleasant ly to a l i t t le g roup of newspaper men and to the 
guards which had been stationed in t he place. T o one of the 
reporters he spoke, smil ingly, s ay ing : " I t is much cooler in here 
isn ' t it ? " T h e interior of the bu i ld ing had been ar ranged for t he 
purpose. F rom the main entrance, which opens to t he southeast 
f rom the Temple on the wide esplanade, where the thousands had 
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T h i s aisle was about e ight feet wide, and turned near the 
centre to the southwest door of the temple, so t ha t the re was ? 
passage dividing the south par t of the s t ruc tu re into a righi 
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angle. I t was so a r ranged tha t the people, who would shake h a n d s 
with t he Pres ident would enter a t the southeas t door, meet the 
Pres ident in the centre and t h e n pass on out t he southwest door. 

F r o m the southeast door, and ex tend ing on u p to and around 
the curve, was a l ine of soldiers from the Seventy-third Sea Coast 
Ar t i l l e ry on e i ther side, and these were in terspersed with nea t ly 
un i fo rmed gua rds f rom the Exposi t ion police, unde r t he command 
of Capta in Damer . W h e n the President ia l pa r ty was within the 
bui lding, t he soldiers were ordered to come to " a t tent ion," and 
all took the i r places. 

W A I T I N G F O R T H E C R O W D . 

T h e Pres ident was escorted to the centre of the palm bower, 
and Mr. Mi lburn took a position on his le f t so as to in t roduce t he 
people as t h e y came in. Secre tary Cortelyou stood by the Presi-
dent to t he right, Secret Service Opera tor Foster , who has 
traveled everywhere with the President , took a position not more 
than two feet in f ron t of Mr. Miburn, and Secret Service Opera-
tor I r e l a n d stood by h i s lef t , so t ha t he was t he same dis tance in 
f ron t of t he Pres ident as was Foster in f ront of the Exposi t ion 
Pres ident . 

T h r o u g h th i s narrow two-foot passage the people, who would 
meet t he President , m u s t pass, and when all was ready, with 
detectives scattered th roughou t t he aisle, t he Pres ident smiled to 
Mr. Buchanan , who was s t and ing nea r t he corporal in charge of 
the a r t i l l e rymen, and said t ha t he was ready to meet t he people. 
H e was very p leasan t and, as he waited for t he doors to open, he 
rubbed h i s h a n d s together, ad jus ted h is long Pr ince Alber t coat, 
and l a u g h i n g l y chat ted with Mr. Milburn, while Secre tary Cor-
telyou gave a l as t few ins t ruc t ions to t he officers as to t he m a n n e r 
in which t he crowds were to be hur r i ed on th rough , so tha t as 
m a n y as possible could meet t h e Execut ive. 

M r Mi lbu rn ordered t he door open and immedia te ly a waver-
ing l ine of people, who had been squeezed aga ins t the outside of 
the door for hours , began to wend its way up t h r o u g h t he l ine 
of soldiers and police to t he place where t he Pres ident stood. An 



old man, with silvery white hair, was the first to reaeh the 
President, and the l i t t le girl he earried on h ts shonlder received a 

warm salutation. „ , „ . . 
Organis t W . T. Gomph started on the sonata m F, by tfacn , 

1 W at S and s w e l l i n g g radual ly to more majest ic proportions 
t t i H h l w h l ^ ' a u d i t o r i u m was filled with the melodious tones of 

t h e been pour ing th rough hard ly more than five 
minis - t e n the organist b rought from his powerful — 
its loudest notes, drowning even t h e scuffle of feet. A b o u t ha l t 
of the people who passed the President were women and children. 

T O O K S P E C I A L N O T I C E O F T H E C H I L D R E N . 

T o every child the President bent over, shook hands warmly 

vice men. T t a r rfmml aspect, to some, 
noted. F a r down the line a_ m K . w a s s l l o r t h e a v y , dark, appeared, taking his turn m the line H e was short, ^ -

eyes. He was picKeu * ^ ^ liim 
- c h e d F o ^ t h e ^ s ^ ^ n ^ ^ e l d ^ ^ ^ 

by the officers. , assassin. H e was 
Immediate ly following ^ ^ ^ t y - f i v e years 

a ra ther tall, boyish l o o k , l i s smooth, 

n t men noted tha t a W ^ ^ 

his hand was in jured, and especially as he extended his left hand 
across the r igh t so as to shake hands with the President. 

I t was noticed tha t the I ta l ian who was in f ront ot the 
assassin held back, apparent ly to shield the y o u n g man, so tha t 
it was necessary for I re land to push h im on. 

Innocent ly facing the assassin, the President smiled as he 
extended his r igh t hand to meet t h e left of the man before him. 
As the youth extended his left hand he whipped out his right 
hand, the one which held the revolver, and before any one knew 
what was t ranspir ing, two shots r a n g out, one following the other 
af ter the briefest portion of a second. For the first moment there 
was not a sound. 

H E S U D D E N L Y R E E L E D B A C K . 

T h e President drew his right hand quickly to his chest, 
raised his head and his eyes looked upward and rolled. H e 
swerved a moment, reeled and was caught in the a rms of Secre-
ta ry Cortelyou to his right Catching himself for the briefest 
second, President McKinley, whose face was now the whiteness 
of death, looked at the assassin as the officers and soldiers bore 
him to the floor, and said feebly, " May God forgive h im." T h e 
President was carried first one way, then a s tep in another direc-
tion. T h e excitement was so sudden and the pandemonium so 
great, tha t for a minute no one knew what to do. Final ly , some 
one said to carry h im inside the purple edge of the aisle and seat 
him. Th i s was the only t h i n g to do at the moment and prepa-
rations were made at once to find a res t ing place. 

A couple of men tore the benches aside and t rampled the 
bun t ing down, while Mr. Milburn and Secretary Cortelyou half 
carried the President over the line and into the passageway leading 
to the stage, which had not been used. T h e President was able 
to walk a little, but was leaning easily on h is escorts. I n pass ing 
over the b u n t i n g his foot caught , and for a moment he stumbled. 
A reporter extricated the wounded man ' s foot, and the President 
was carried to a seat, where a half dozen men stood by and fanned 
him vigorously. 
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second fingers were covered wi th blooa. , , 

S i i S y - t 2 X s i s K J 5 s 
4« o M Y G O D , A R E Y O U S H O T ? " 

Mini s t e r Aspiroz, of Mexico, b roke « 
exci tedly , and awakened t h e f a t n t » q g * c h ^ ™ d , Mr . 

k b y ^ ^ - ^ ^ S S ^ d d ip loma t was be ing 

E S S l t h . Execut ive , and f a l l i n g ^ 

the President replied, gasping between each word. Yes 

^ T h l S e n f s h e a d t h e n fell backward, h e pa r t i a l l y f a i n t i n g 

head, and offered a s u p p o r t J o ^ J h - ^ ^ 

firmly, as t h o u g h h e 

woul<ff ight d e t e r m i n e d l y ^ ^ a p p e = 

H e was g iv ing t h e fight of a * > H > e r , a n d J » » ^ s h o o k _ 
away, and t r e m b l i n g l y - a l l i n i s c e r t a i n l y 
not f rom fear , b u t t h e tens ion , an 
a soldier.1 ' . . , j r a r n a h a d not yet ended 

W h i l e all t h i s was t r a n s p i n n g , t h e d r a m a h a d , 
o n t h e scene of t h e shoot ing . T h e sho ts h a d h a r d y 
When Fos t e r and I r e l a n d were on t op froffl t h e 

quick as t h o u g h t , h a d knocked t h e ^ s m o k r n g P o f f i c e r i 

m a n ' s h a n d , a n d at t h e s a m e t , m e h e a n d x ] t e r M y 
with a dozen E x p o s i t i o n b e t n g led 
^ S E S ^ ^ e leared the b u i l d i n g in a few 

m i n u t e s of those who had en te red to meet t h e Pres iden t , b u t to do 
th i s i t was necessa ry to draw t h e i r sabre bayone t s and use e x t r e m e 
force. 

F O S T E R C L U T C H E D H I M B Y T H E T H R O A T . 

F o s t e r reached u n d e r t h e crowd, and b y h i s a lmos t super -
h u m a n s t r e n g t h pu l led t h e i n t e n d i n g m u r d e r e r f rom u n d e r t h e 
heap. T h e assass in was g rabbed b y a h a l f dozen g u a r d s and 
soldiers and by t h e secret service m e n who were n e a r t h e scene 
a t t h e t ime. F o r c i n g t h e you th , for t h a t i s w h a t h e is, to t h e 
open, F o s t e r c lu tched h i m b y t h e t h r o a t wi th h i s l e f t hand , and 
s a y i n g : " Y o u m u r d e r e r ! " t h e n s t r u c k h i m a mos t vicious blow 
wi th h i s fist squa re ly in t h e face. T h e blow was so powerfu l t h a t 
t h e m a n was sen t t h r o u g h t h e g u a r d s and w e n t s p r a w l i n g upon 
t h e floor. H e h a r d l y touched t h e floor, w h e n h e was aga in se t 
upon, t h i s t ime b y t h e g u a r d s and soldiers . H e was k icked 
repea tedly , un t i l Cap ta in D a m e r r u s h e d in and drew back t h e 
guards . F o s t e r m a d e a n o t h e r a t t e m p t to g e t a t t h e assass in , b u t 
h e w a s he ld back, a l t h o u g h h e pro tes ted t h a t h e h a d possession 
of h i s m i n d and t h a t h e k n e w w h a t h e was doing. T h e pr i soner 
was h u r r i e d in to a l i t t l e room j u s t off t h e west s t a g e of t h e 
T e m p l e of Music, be ing d r a g g e d t h r o u g h t h e crowd b y P a t r o l m e n 
J a m e s a n d McCau ley . H i s l ip was b leed ing and h i s face was 
swel l ing f rom J a m e s ' s blows. A r o u n d h i m t h e r e were a g r o u p of 
officers. O n c e ins ide , t h e door was closed with a b a n g , and t h e 
mob s u r g i n g a g a i n s t t h a t door of t h e bu i ld ing , wi th a b l ind im-
pu l se to ge t n e a r h im, fa i r ly made t h e wal l s creak. 

T h e en t i r e scene in t h e room was for a m o m e n t confus ion . 
T h e r e were eage r officials g o i n g in and ou t of t h e door. Some 
people were t r y i n g to conceal t h e fac t t h a t t h e p r i sone r was there , 
and o the r s b e t r a y i n g t h e fac t in a loud voice as soon as t h e y h a d left 
the room. O n e exci ted Expos i t ion official invi ted t h e people to go 
in and ge t t h e m a n as h e h u r r i e d ou t on some miss ion t h a t h a d 
come t o h i m . 

I n t h e room with t h e pr i soner were Colonel Byrne , Command-
an t of t h e Expos i t ion Police; C a p t a i n Val le ly , Ch ie f of t h e D e t e c -



live Bureau ; Deteetive Ziegler, Buffalo Police Detectives Solomon 
and Geary, Secret Servicemeu Sam Ireland, Fos ter and Capta in 
Darner, of the Exposit ion Police ; Major Robertson of the Exposi-
tion Police ; Mr. J o h n N. Scatchered and a few others coming and 

going-

C O W A R D L Y C O N D U C T O F T H E A S S A S S I N . 

Czolgosz was on the table in the room, and sat there, now and 
then pu t t ing his sleeve to h is l i p ; a t other t imes looking at the 
floor or keeping h is shoes close together, rubbing them nervously 
H e would n o w and then breathe deeply with h is n e r v o u s 

agitation, bu t for other s igns there were none. H e r em- lned s a e n t 
o u t s i d e the bui ld ing could be seen the great t umul tuous rtirong 
of people. F rom all quar ters of the grounds they were ga the r ing 
toward t h e common centre. Now and then a w o m a n ' s face r ^ 
with the heat, could be seen peer ing u p over the heads of those in 
front, and s t rugg l ing to raise her hand she w o u l a w a y h e 
tears from he r eyes- On a lof ty porch on one of the g rea t statt 

flower jardinieres an old man, with a l o n g white beard a broad 
br immed veteran 's ha t and a G. A. R . button m his lapel, sat 

shak ing his head in sorrow. « D o n ' t let 
Now and then some man ' s voice would call out Don t let 

him get away ! » and there would be a score of answering shout of 
" K i l l h i m ! H a n g h im !» " T a k e h im u p on the arch and bu rn 

G r o u n d the main doors was a s q u a d of fifteeupolice and a detach-

« « « » ' r ' r i " s 

motionless as the breath was held firm and steady. So men 
look when facing ' m igh ty duty , with a migh ty heart . T h e 
little room, where *he prisonei was, contained a quant i ty of rope 
of different size<= and sorts. I t is the rope used for shu t t i ng oft 
the esplanade at t imes 01 drill and especial fetes. " Rope off 
the south approaches *o t he bui lding so tha t we can get the wagon 
in here, said Colonel Byrne. " You will never get tha t wagon 
with him in it forty feet away," said Sam Ireland. 

H U R R Y I N G T H E C U L P R I T T O P R I S O N . 

" W e mus t have a carriage and horses ; the people can stop 
an automobile better than they can horses." Some distance 
away was the carriage in which a portion of the committee had 
come to the Temple of Music. 

" G e t tha t carr iage over there," said Scatcherd to the sergeant 
of the police at the southwest door. On the box of the carriage 
was a stockily buil t l i t t le I r i sh coachman. As he received his 
orders tha t it was to be his carriage that was to take away the 
would-be assassin th rough tha t eager, bloodthirsy, vengeful mob, 
a slow smile of pleasure spread into a delighted grin. "All r igh t , " 
he said curt ly, and never another word unt i l the prisoner was safe 
behind bars. 

" Colonel Byrne, send for another platoon of police. Had you 
not better get them from the Second Precinct ? Gent lemen, every 
minu te of th is delay is mak ing the task all the more dangerous. 
T h i s crowd is ge t t ing more and more worked up, and it is ge t t ing 
bigger. I t reaches way out over the esplanade now. Give this 
man to me, and I give you my word I will get h im to Buffalo. 
Here are two Buffalo officers who will go with me." 

" T h e best plan is to j u m p him r igh t into th is carriage 
coming, and get r igh t out of here," said Samuel Ireland. Captain 
Damer and Colonel Byrne quietly directed exterior movements of 
the police and informed the mi l i tary guards, both marines and 
ar t i l lerymen. 

T h e roped off space was sufficient to admit the carriage. 
Colonel .Byrne gave the signal. Guards J a m e s and McCauley 



were on e i ther side of t he pr isoner on t he edge of the table. Cap-
ta in Val le ly led t h e way, and Detectives Solomon and Geary j u s t 
behind. T h e I r i sh coachman whipped u p h i s team, dashed in to 
the door, t he mar ines and a r t i l l e rymen dropped the i r g u n s t i l l 
the bayonets were a t charge. T h e c a r r i a g e drew u p at t he door, 
a policeman s w u n g open t he carr iage door. T h e door of the 
southwest entrance, leading into t h e l i t t le room opened and out 
came t he pr isoner and convoy. H e was l i tera l ly hu r l ed in to the 
carriage by t he b u r l y patrolmen. Secret Serviceman Fos te r 
s lammed the door, and t he carr iage was off on a mad dash for the 
t r i u m p h a l causeway and t he Lincoln P a r k gateway beyond. 

W I L D C R I E S F R O M T H E E N R A G E D C R O W D . 

At the minu te t he carr iage drew u p a wild mad su rge of t he 
people came f rom all t he o ther doors, for a ragged yel l had gone 
up, ' ' H e r e he comes! T h i s door, t h i s door! ' ' T h e l ines of soldiers 
and policemen swayed b u t he ld firm. " T h e r e he i s 1 Ki l l h im ! 
Ki l l h im! H i t h im! H i t h im! D o n ' t l e t t h a t car r iage get away 
you cowards! S top it! H a n g h im! Ki l l the bloody Anarchis t ! 
was a Bedlam of curses and yel l s f rom people fighting m closer, 
waving their fists, with he re and there a revolver g l e a m i n g as i ts 
bearer threw it u p in the sun l igh t above h i s head for t he safety of 
those around h im. T h e roar of tha t mob was a sound never to 
be forgotten by any who have h e a r d i , I t h a d the deadly, in tense 
growl t he wild, b loodthi rs ty shr iek, and the savage note t ha t is 

heard only in the voices of the angered mob. 
As t he carr iage moved away Capta in Val le ly swung himself 

f ree f r n ^ h e crow'd of officers and leaped with one bound to the 
eat beside the coachman. As t he carr iage forged i ts way to t he 

Hm t beyond the rope men, and even women, s p r a n g forward and 
caugh t the f e n d e r s , snatched at t he horses ' ha rness , and scores of 

dense for i t to seem possible to force t h rough . Behind s t rong 
limbed, a n g r y men were in pu r su i t i n t he wake, ' the carr iage had 
seemed to swirl t h e m in, and t h e y were f ran t ica l ly endeavor-
ing to find a hold on t he smooth, polished surface and the rounded 
corners as they would s l ip and fall and be t rampled on. 

T E R R I B L E E X E C R A T I O N S ON T H E A S S A S S I N . 

I t looked as if t he carr iage was go ing to be stopped in f ront , 
bu t t he coachmau smiled, and s t and ing u p sped his long l a sh out 
in f ront over t he horses ' heads. T h e y increased the i r speed to a 
gal lop and t he crowd succeeded in opening. Once on the cause-
way all was well, for the outer l imits of the crowd had been reached 
and t he nar rowness of the way beyond, as well as the downhill 
slope, facili tated the movement . 

H a r d and fast t he carr iage went to t he Lincoln P a r k gate, 
which swung open as the carr iage drew near . F rom th is point 
s t r a igh t down Delaware avenue t he j o u r n e y was un in te r rup ted , 
only t ha t three or four bicyclists followed, and spread t he news. 
T h e pr isoner from the moment he had touched the cushions of t he 
carr iage cowered in t he rear le f t h a n d corner, now and then rais-
i n g h is head ; as he would look out of t he windows when fighting 
t h r o u g h the crowd, and he could hea r the i r awful impre-
cations as they s t ruggled to get nea r enough to t ake the vengeance 
of brutes , convulsive shivers ran t h r o u g h h i s s lender body, and his 
eyes rolled with terror . H i s l ips were d ry and parched, and he 
wetted them constant ly with h is tongue. J u s t south of Utica 
s t reet t he carr iage met t he l igh t police wagon, conta in ing Super-
in tendent of Buffalo Police Bul l , who wheeled, and followed the 
carr iage down to headquar ters , at Stat ion No. I, at the junc t ion of 
the Terrace , Er ie and Seneca streets . 

T h e carr iage drew u p sharply , and the pr isoner was t aken in 
while a score of idlers about looked on with bare interest . A 
moment later, the b ike men who were following had told them 
tha t t he Pres ident had been shot, and the m a n who had done it 
was t he pr isoner who had j u s t been t aken in. F r o m tha t ge rm 
the mob fever grew and swelled. Al l over the vicinity, into the 



neighbor ing saloons and rai lroad men ' s quar ters , the t id ings spread 
and knots of people t h a t formed t he nuc leus of t he downtown mob 
began to collect. Back a t t he T e m p l e of Music the crowd con-
t inued to grow larger . R u m o r s spread tha t the m a n who had 
done the shoot ing was sti l l in t he bui ld ing, and it was necessary 
to hold the gua rds t he re for hours . T h e very fact t h a t the gua rds 
remained convinced t he people t h a t t h e y had been made vict ims of 
a ruse, and i t was a t a la te h o u r t ha t t he l as t of t he t h r o n g dis-
persed. 

I D E N T I T Y O F T H E A S S A S S I N D I S C O V E R E D . 

I t was learned by the police shor t ly before m i d n i g h t tha t the 
man who a t t empted Pres ident McKin ley ' s l ife is Leon F. 
Czolgosz, a Pol ish lad, who came f rom Cleveland. 

T h e pr isoner at first proved qui te communicat ive, so much 
so, in fact, t h a t l i t t le dependence could be placed on wha t h e said. 
H e first gave h i s name as F r e d Neiman, said h i s home was in 
Detroit , and t ha t h e had been in Buffalo about a week. H e said 
he had been boarding at a place in Broadway. La te r th i s place 
was located as J o h n Nowak ' s saloon, a Ra ines law hotel, No. 
1078 Broadway. H e r e the pr isoner occupied room 8. Nowak, 
t he proprietor, said he knew very l i t t le about h is gues t . 

H e came there , h e declared, las t Sa tu rday , s ay ing he 
h a d come to see the Pan-American , and t h a t h is home was in 
Toledo. H e had been alone a t all t imes about Nowak 's place, 
and had no visitors. I n h i s room was found a smal l t rave l ing 
bag of cheap make. I t contained an empty car t r idge box and a 
few clothes. W i t h these facts in hand , t he police went at the 
pr isoner wi th renewed vigor, in the effort to obtain e i ther a fu l l 
confession or a s t r a igh t account of h is ident i ty and movements 
prior to h i s arr ival in Buffalo. H e a t first admit ted t ha t he was 
an Anarch is t in s y m p a t h y at least, bu t denied s t renuous ly t ha t 
the a t t empt on t he l ife of the Pres ident was t he resu l t of a pre-
concerted plot on t he pa r t of any Anarch i s t society. 

A t t imes he was defiant and again indifferent. But at no 
t ime did h e be t ray the remotest s ign of remorse. H e declared 

the deed was not premeditated, but in t he same brea th re fused to 
say why he perpet ra ted i t W h e n charged by Distr ict At torney 
Penny with be ing the i n s t r u m e n t of an organized band of con-
spirators, h e protested vehement ly tha t h e never even t h o u g h t of 
perpe t ra t ing the crime unt i l th is morn ing . A f t e r long and per-
sistent quest ioning, i t was announced a t police headquar te rs t ha t 
the pr isoner had made a part ial confession, which he had signed. 

H I S B O A S T F U L C O N F E S S I O N . 

A s nea r as can be learned the facts contained in tiu. 
confession are as fol lows: 

T h e m a n ' s n a m e is Leon Czolgosz. H e is of decided Polish 
extraction. H i s home is in Cleveland. H e is an avowed Anar -
chist, and an ardent disciple of E m m a Goldman, whose teachings , 
he alleges, a re responsible for to-day's a t tack on t he Pres ident . 
H e denies s teadfas t ly tha t he is the i n s t rumen t of a n y body of 
Anarchis ts , or the tool of any coterie of plotters. H e declares 
he did not even have a confederate. H i s only reason for the 
deed, h e declares, is t ha t he believed the present form of govern-
ment in t he Uni ted Sta tes was u n j u s t , and he concluded the 
most effective way to remedy it was to ki l l t h e President . T h e s e 
conclusions, h e declares, he reached th rough the teachings of 
E m m a Goldman. 

H e denies hav ing any confederate, and says he bought 
the revolver with which the act was committed in Buffalo. H e 
has seven bro thers and sisters in Cleveland, and t he Cleveland 
directory h a s t he names of about t ha t n u m b e r l iv ing on Hosmer 
street and Ackland avenue, which adjoin. Some of them are 
butchers and others in different t rades. H e shows no s ign of 
insani ty , b u t is very ret icent about much of h is career. W h i l e 
acknowledging himsel f an Anarchis t , h e does not s ta te to what 
branch of the organizat ion he belongs. 



C H A P T E R X 

Additional Account of the Assass inat ion-Two Shots in Quick 
Succession-Instant Lynching Threa tened-Surgeons 
S u m m o n e d - H o r r o r at the Dastardly D e e d - T h e Nation 
Stunned by the Terrible News. 

BO T H shots took effect on t he Pres ident . O n e s t ruck the 
s t e rnum, deviated to the r i gh t and stopped beneath t he skin 

a t the point direct ly below the r i gh t nipple. I t was a superficial 
wound and t he bullet was removed immedia te ly af ter the arr ival 
of surgeons. T h e second bul le t entered and passed t h r o u g h t he 
stomach. An operation, which was performed wi th in two hours 
af ter t he shooting, failed to find t he bul le t and t he incision was 

T h e Pres ident was removed to t he home of J o h n G Milburn , 
Pres ident of the Pan-American Exposi t ion, where, at midnight , he 
was res t ing comfortably. T h e physic ians said they were hopeful 
and t ha t t he wound was not necessarily fatal. 

T h e man who did t he shooting gave h is name as F red 
Nieman, which was an assumed name. H e said h e was 2 8 years 
I Z b lacksmith b y occupation, born in Detroit and had come t 
Buffalo t he preceding Sa turday . W h e n asked why he shot the 
President , he s a i d : " I only done m y duty . 

H e was asked if h e was an Anarchis t , and h e said . Yes, 

1 a m 4 e assassination had apparent ly been planned with care 
T h e assassin entered the Temple of Mus ic m t h e : toe o 
those wai t ing to shake hands with t he President O v e r h is r igh t 
hand Z L l a whi te handkerchief , as if the h a n d were W a g e d 
Beneath th is handkerchief h e had concealed a short-barrelled 32 

C a U b A S M e d i a t e l y ahead of h im in t he l ine and 
the President , a f ter pa t t ing her k indly on the head, t u rned with a 
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smile of welcome and extended his hand. T h e miscreant t h r u s t 
out both h i s hands, b rushed aside the Pres ident ' s r i gh t hand, 
with h is lef t hand, lurched forward agains t the President, and 
t h r u s t i n g h is r igh t hand close agains t h is breast , pulled the 
t r igger twice. T h e shots came in such quick succession as to be 
a lmost s imultaneous. 

A t the first shot the Pres ident quivered and clutched at h i s 
chest. At the second shot he doubled s l igh t ly forward and sank 
back. I t all happened in an ins tant . Quick as he was, the 
assassin was not quick enough to fire a th i rd shot. Almost 
before the noise of the firing sounded, he was seized by S. R. 
I re land, of t he Uni ted Sta tes Secret Service, in charge of the New 
York district, who stood directly opposite t he President . I r e land 
hur led him to t he floor. 

L E A P E D O N H I M A S H E F E L L . 

A negro, named J o h n Parker , leaped upon h im as he fell, 
and they rolled over on the floor. Soldiers of t he United S ta tes 
art i l lery, detailed at the reception, s p r a n g upon the pair, and 
Exposi t ion police and Secret Service detectives also rushed upon 
them. Detective Gal lagher clutched t he assass in 's right hand, 
tore from it the handkerchief and seized the revolver. T h e artil-
lerymen, see ing Gal lagher with the revolver, grabbed h im and 
held h im powerless, sna tch ing the pistol f rom his grasp . Pr ivate 
F r a n k O'Brien, of the ar t i l lery, got the pistol. Ga l l agher held 
to the hankerchief . 

I re land and the negro he ld t he anarchis t , endeavoring, with 
the aid of Secret Service Detective Foster, to shield h im from the 
a t tacks of t he infur ia ted ar t i l le rymen and the policemen's clubs. 
Meanwhile the President , supported by Detective Gea ry and 
President Milburn, and surrounded by Secre tary George B. Cor-
telyou and a n u m b e r of Exposi t ion officials, was aided to a chair. 

H i s face was death ly white. H e made no outcry, bu t s a n k 
back with one hand hold ing his abdomen, t he o ther f umb l ing at 
his b r e a s t H i s eyes were open and h e was clear ly conscious of 
all t h a t t ranspired. H e looked up into Pres ident Mi lburn ' s face 



and gasped the name of h is secretary, Cortelyou- Mr. Cortelyou 
bent over t he President, who gasped brokenly : 

" Be careful about m y wife. Do not tel l her, or, at least, do 
not exaggera te it ." 

T h e n , moved by a pa roxysm of pain, he wri thed to the left 
and h i s eyes fell upon t he prostrate form of h is would-be murdere r 
l y i n g on the floor, bloodstained and helpless, benea th t he blows 
of t he guard . T h e Pres ident raised h is r igh t hand, s ta ined with 
h i s own blood, and placed i t on the shoulder of h i s secretary. 
" L e t no one h u r t h im," h e gasped, and sank back, as h is secre-
ta ry ordered the guard to bear the culpr i t out of t he Pres ident ' s 

S 1 § h t ' S E A R C H E D B Y T H E P O L I C E . 

T h e y carried h im into a side room at t he nor theas t corner 
of the temple. T h e r e they searched h im and found upon h im a 
le t ter re la t ing to lodgings. T h e y washed the blood f rom his face 
and asked h im who h e was and why h e had done t he dreadful 
deed H e made no answer at once, bu t finally gave t he name of 
Nieman. H e was of med ium height , smooth shaven, brown-
haired, dressed as an ordinary mechanic. H e offered no expla-
nation of the bloody deed, except t ha t h e was an anarchis t and 

had done his du ty . . . ^ u - f o 1 
An ambulance f rom the Exposi t ion E m e r g e n c y Hospi ta l 

was summoned immediate ly , and t he President , st i l l conscious, 
sank upon the s t re tchers and, accompanied by Pres ident Mi lburn 
and Secretary Cortelyou, was hu r r i ed to t he hospital , where, m 
n i n e W u t e s a f ter the shooting, he was awai t ing t he coming of 
surgeons who had been summoned ins t an t ly from all par ts of the 
city and by special t ra ins from near by. T h e Pres ident was 
ent i rely conscious as h e l ay on the s t re tcher m the hospital . H e 

conversed with h i s Secretary and Mr. Mi lburn . 
« I am sorry," h e said " t o have been the cause of t rouble to 

this Exposi t ion or inconvenience to i ts officials or t he people. 
T h e three t h o u g h t s in h i s mind were : F i r s t , for h i s wife ; s e c o n d 

t ha t the assassin should not be h a r m e d : th i rd , regre t for any 
inconvenience occasioned. 

T h e news of the shoot ing spread with grea t rapidi ty th rough-
out the Exposi t ion. People were dumbfounded and appalled. 
W o m e n wept. S t rong m e n asked where it had happened, and when 
t h e y learned they tu rned with b lanched faces and clenched h a n d s 
toward t he T e m p l e of Music. T h e l i g h t of vengeance gleamed 
in the i r eyes as the t h r o n g grew into a mul t i tude . 

Inside th~ Temple , with the Pres ident gone and his assai lant 
helpless .n a s iu t room, t he proolem arose of how to get the 
assassin away f rom tu«_ g rounds and beyond t he reach of t he 
people. Some advised h u r r y i n g h im out by a back way, bu t even 
the back ways were watched by t he th rong . O the r s advocated 
a t t empt ing the dash th rough the crowd with him, but th is was 
abandoned when suggested. G u a r d s were sen t for and more 
details of soldiers. A carr iage was called, a space had been roped 
off south of t he T e m p l e with a heavy rope. T h e crowd was soon 
d r a g g i n g out t he i ron s tanchions hold ing th is rope and was meas-
u r i n g it near a tal l flag pole. 

C R I E S O F " L Y N C H H I M ! " 

" L y n c h h im !" cried a h u n d r e d voices, and a s ta r t was made 
for one of the en t rances of t he Temple of Music. T h e soldiers 
a n d police s p r a n g outside and beat back the orowd. T o and fro 
they f o u g h t In the midst of the confussion t he assassin, sti l l 
b leeding from his blows and pale and silent, with h i s sh i r t torn, 
was led out quickly by Captain J a m e s E . Valleley, Chief of the 
Exposi t ion Detectives, Ass is tan t Commandan t Rober tson and 
detectives. T h e y t h r u s t h im into the closed carriage. T h r e e 
detectives leaped in with him, and Captain Valleley j u m p e d upon 
the driver 's seat, as t hey lashed the horses in to a gallop. 

A roar of rage bu r s t f rom the crowd, " Murderer ! Assass in ! 
Lynch h im ! " yelled t he crowd, and men, women and chi ldren 
tore at t he guards , s p r a n g at the horses, and clutched t he whirl-
ing wheels of t he carriage. T h e murde re r huddled back in the 
corner, concealed by the bodies of two detectives. w T h e rope l 
the rope !" yelled t he crowd, and they s tar ted forward, all in one 
grea t fight, the soldiery to save, t he citizens to take, t he man ' s 



life. Soldiers fought a way elear at the heads of t he horses, and, 
persued by infur ia ted thousands, the carr iage whirled across the 
esplanade and vanished t h r o u g h Lincoln P a r k w a y gate, going 
down Delaware Avenue to reach the police headquar te rs . 

" W h e r e have t h e y t aken h im ? " asked t he crowd of the 
soldiers. 

W h e n the soldiers told them, hund reds hur r i ed to the exi ts 
and started towards t h e city in search of t he l ife of t he assassin. 
T h e y ga thered at police headquar ters , and as the evening wore 
away, thei r number grew. T h e y waited as if for a s ignal . Again 
and again they would repeat the question, " I s the Pres ident still 
alive ? " and when t he answer came tha t there was hope, they 
turned again toward t he bu i ld ing and waited in silence. 

G R O A N S A N D S O B S . 

A t the emergency hospital , while the t h rong was c ry ing for 
the l ife of the villain, the Exposi t ion officials and the railroad 
officials and t he te legraph officials were searching t he ci ty and 
the adjacent count ry for the greates t surgeons. T h e y learned tha t 
Dr. Roswell P a r k was at N iaga ra Fa l l s and General Agent 
H a r r y Par ry , of t he New York Cent ra l Railroad, ordered a 
special t ra in to h u r r y h im to t he Pres ident ' s side. Dr. E. W . Lee, 
of S t Louis, Dr. Storer, of Chicago, and other medical men were 
on the grounds, and they joined t he hospi ta l staff. 

T h e Pres ident was borne out of t h e T e m p l e of Music a t 
4.14 o'clock b y Doctors Hal l , E l l i s and Mann, Jr . , of t he hospital , 
in c h a r g e of the ambulance. T h e crowd fell back when it saw 
the figure of the P r e s i d e n t Groans and sobs were t he only 
sounds heard. T h e r e was no need for t he police to ask t he crowd 
to move back. T h e crowd itself cleared a pa thway a long the 
course shou t ing ahead, " Keep back, keep back ; m a k e way, m a k e 

W a > Colonel Chapin, of General Roe 's staff, wi th the mounted 
escort which had accompained Pres ident McKin ley in h is outdoor 
appearance since h i s arr ival in Buffalo, sur rounded the ambulance, 
and at f u l l gal lop they whirled to t he hospital . W i t h them went 

Pres ident Mi lbu rn and Secretary Cortelyou. S ix doctors were at 
the Pres ident ' s side wi thin t h i r t y seconds af ter h is arrival . Miss 
Wal ters , t he super in tenden t of the nu r se s of the hospital , immedi-
ately had all made ready for the t a sk of the surgeons . Outside 
the police es tabl ished safe ty l ines and the crowd fell back, s tand-
i n g s i lent or moving soft ly. 

T h e Pres iden t was s t r ipped and placed where the surgeons 
migh t see h is wounds. G u a r d i n g t he door was Detective Foster , 
of the Secret Service, and h i s ass is tants . In t he room with t he 
Pres ident besides t he surgeons were Mr. Mi lburn and Secre tary 
Cortelyou. In the ha l l of t he hospi ta l were C h a i r m a n Sca tcherd 
and Secre tary of Agr icu l tu re Wi l son and other prominent men. 

W h e n a face appeared for a moment a t t he hospital door the 
crowd t rembled as if expec t ing to hea r t ha t the Pres ident was 
dead. W h e n the announcemen t came, t he first announcement , 
tha t he was shot twice, bu t t ha t the re was hope of h i s life, people 
h u g g e d each o ther and s i len t ly waved the i r h a t s in t he a i r or 
clapped the i r hands and m u r m u r e d g ra te fu l ly with eyes closed. 

O N E B U L L E T E X T R A C T E D . 

A t 4.45 o'clock t he good word came t h a t one of the bul le ts had 
been extracted, t ha t h i s wound was superficial and had done 110 
serious h a r m . I t was joyous , bu t a moment la ter came the news 
of the second bullet and t he second wound. T h e surgeons were 
in consul ta t ion before beg inn ing an operation. A t 5.07 a small 
gray-bearded m a n pushed his way t h r o u g h t he crowd and ap-
proached t he hospital. H e was Dr. Mat thew D. Mann and Mr. 
Scatcherd met h im at the hospital door precisely one h o u r a f te r 
the Pres ident had been shot. T h e surgeons were wai t ing for the 
coming of the Pres ident ' s physician, Dr. P . M. Rixey , and for Dr. 
Park . 

A t 5.52 o'clock Secretary W. V. Cox, of t he Government 
Board of Exposi t ion Managers , arr ived with Dr. Rixey , Mrs. 
R ixey and Mrs. Cortelyou. T h e y had come from the Mi lburn 
home, where Mrs. McKinley was sleeping, all unconscious of t he 
calamity tha t had befallen the President . On the space before the 
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hospital officers of the a rmy and navy, inc luding Capta in Hobson, 
and directors of t he Exposi t ion, bankers and diplomats, stood in 
silence awai t ing t he resu l t of what t he surgeons m i g h t decide. 

T h e Pres ident of the C u b a n Commission to the Exposi t ion, 
Senor Edelber to Farres , appeared with h is fu l l commission and 
conveyed to those wi thin the hospital t he announcement t h a t 
Cuba sorrowed with the Amer ican people and tha t whatever she 
could do would be a favor and an honor to the is land. One b y 
one the diplomats re i terated these sent iments . T h e Ambassadors 
and Minis ters stood eager ly wai t ing for t he s l ightes t ray of hope. 
T h e y heard in silence at 6 o'clock the announcement by Capta in 
Valleley t ha t he had delivered t he pr isoner safely at police head-
quar ters in t he custody of the detectives who had seized him. 

T H E T H R O N G K E E P S I L E N T . 

T h e 6 o'clock whist les were blowing when Mr. Scatcherd and 
Mr. H a m l i n emerged from the hospi ta l and asked t ha t the crowd 
move still f u r t h e r back and preserve quiet. T h e i r request was 
obeyed ins tan t ly , even the smal l boys ceas ing the i r shouts . It 
was announced t h a t t he Pres ident was about to undergo the 
operation to find t he second bullet . Dr. M a n n with Drs. Par-
menter , M y n t e r and R i x e y were to be in charge of t he opera t ing 
room with Dr. Mann . As already stated t he second bul le t was 
not found, and t he hope was tha t it would become encysted and 
resu l t in no ha rm. 

I t is impossble to describe t he overwhelming shock to our 
whole count ry b y t he awful t ragedy. W a s h i n g t o n was s imply 
s tunned by t he news tha t Pres ident McKinley had been shot. As 
the word spread t h r o u g h the s t reets l ike wildfire, men and women 
looked at each other and said : " I don' t believe it ." I t was fu l ly 
t h i r t y m i n u t e s a f te r t he first bul le t in was placarded before the 
awful t r u t h was appreciated. 

A t all points where the s l ightest intel l igence could be secured 
from Buffalo, people congregated in sad and sorrowful crowds. 
T h e r e were no demonst ra t ions beyond mut tered horror and low 
execrations of the dastardly deed. T h o u s a n d s gazed in silence 

a t t he bul le t in boards, and as succeeding notices b rought no 
assurance, tears were wiped from the i r eyes and suppressed sobs 
were heard t h r o u g h o u t t he th rong . 

Gradua l ly t he tone of the despatches changed and a reaction 
set in, un t i l at last , when a bul le t in was displayed announc ing 
tha t t h e Pres ident would recover, a h e a r t y cheer went u p from 
thousands of throa ts and t he tension was at an end. T h e n the 
people broke out in noisy discussion of t he terr ib le event and if 
all t he th rea t s and sugges t ions of ex terminat ion aga ins t t he 
Anarch i s t s could have been put into active operation not one of 
the breed would have been alive in the Uni ted States at midnight . 

O T H E R A S S A S S I N A T I O N S . 

I t was only twenty years, two decades, since W a s h i n g t o n was 
last s tar t led by the report of t he assass in 's pistol, and Pres ident 
Garfield was shot down in the Pennsy lvan ia railroad depot. 
Th i r ty - s ix years ago, only a l i t t le more t h a n a generat ion, t he 
greates t t r agedy in t he h is tory of the na t ion was enacted when 
Pres ident Lincoln was murdered. Wash ing ton felt these t ragic 
events in a peculiar manne r . T o t he people of th i s ci ty t he 
Pres ident of t he Uni ted S ta tes is a l iving, t angib le personality, a 
par t of the everyday l ife of the city, and any accident or disaster 
happen ing to h im touches every one most closely and personally. 

T h e news t ha t Pres ident McKin ley had been shot s t ruck 
every one as t h o u g h a close f r iend or member of h is fami ly had 
been t h e victim of the murderous assaul t . T h e news came 
shor t ly a f te r t he closing of t he depar tments for the day, when 
thousands of Government employees, men and women, were on 
t he s t ree ts homeward bound. As t he word sped along t ha t t he 
Pres ident had been shot, ladies would r u s h toward any one who 
they t h o u g h t could give information and demand : " I s it so ? Is 
it s o ? " S t rong men broke down and wept l ike chi ldren. 
Nowhere in t he Uni ted S ta tes was Pres ident McKin ley known so 
well as in Wash ing ton , where h e first came as a young m e m b e r 
of Congress some twenty-five years before. 

It so happened that not a member of his Cabinet was present 
14 McK 



in tlie city. Scat tered all over the country, enjoying, as h e had 
been, thei r annua l vacation, h i s official fami ly received t he sad 
intel l igence in widely separated localities. T h e ass is tant secre-
taries and chiefs of the bureaus in all the depar tments were 
speedily informed of the horr ib le event at Buffalo. 

Some of these men, l ike Comptrol ler of t he Cur rency Dawes, 
had not le f t the i r offices, and the shock to them was almost 
para lyzing. T h e y rushed to the neares t t e legraph and news-
paper offices in t he hope t ha t the first report was unt rue . W h e n 
confirmation of the t id ings was received, these men, m a n y of them 
close, warm personal f r iends of the President , s a n k down and 
sobbed l ike children. 

F E L T I T A S A P E R S O N A L L O S S . 

E a c h one felt tha t the death of t he Pres ident would be a 
dist inct personal blow to himself . T h e y began to rehearse m 
broken voices t he vir tues and magnificent character of Wi l l i am 
McKinley . T h e n they would be shaken with a wave of horror 
t ha t any creature of h u m a n semblance and possessed of 
t h o u g h t and soul could take the l ife of such a man . At the 
W a r Depar tment , General Gillespie, who is Ac t ing Secretary 
of W a r and Colonel Ward , who is Ac t ing A d j u t a n t General , 
were in their offices when t he news came from Buffalo 
Colonel Wiser , commandant of For t Porter , a t Buffalo, wired 
directly to the Depar tment , g iv ing official informat ion of the 
shoot ing of the Pres ident and the arrest of t he would-be assassin. 

T h e despatch follows: 

" A d j u t a n t General , U. S. A., Wash ing ton , D C. : 
« Pres ident shot at reception in T e m p l e of Music about 4 P. M. 

Corporal Bertschey and detail of men of m y company caught 
the assassin at once and held h im down ti l l the Secret Service men 
overpowered h im and took the prisoner out of thei r hands, m y 
men being unarmed. Condition of Pres ident not known. Re-

volver in m y possession. 
" Buffalo, September 6. "(Signed) WISER, Commandmg. 

T h e W a r Depar tment officials immediate ly communicated 
with Secretary Root and Ass i s tau t Secretary Sanger , who were at 
the i r homes in New York, and ins t ruct ions were sent to Colonel 
Wiser , at For t Porter , to detail men to act as a guard about the 
hospital where the Pres ident lay, and af terward about the house 
to which he was removed. At the W h i t e House there were none 
but the corps of clerks and te legraph operators present , but 
inquir ies by the hundred were received over the telephone and 
the te legraph, a sk ing for official news. 

Colonel Montgomery, chief of the operators at the W h i t e 
House , gave out the bul le t ins as rapidly as they were received, 
but they were only a repeti t ion of those coming in at the news-
paper offices and over the regular te legraph wires. H u n d r e d s of 
anxious citizens passed under the W h i t e House portals, or stopped 
to inquire the latest news, evidently a t t racted to t he official home 
of the great man whom they believed to be d y i n g in Buffalo. 

At the Secret Service Bureau the officials in charge did not care 
to discuss the shooting, except to join in t he general expressions 
of hor ror tha t an a t t empt should be made upon t he l ife of the 
President . Chief Wilk ie , of t he bureau, was absent from the 
city, and none of his subordinates cared to discuss the precautions 
t ha t had been taken to prevent j u s t such a t ragedy as had 
occurred. 

O B J E C T I O N T O B E I N G G U A R D E D . 

T h e President always requested Chief Wi lk ie and h i s assist-
an t s to re f ra in from m a k i n g public the a r r angemen t s for g u a r d i n g 
h im on h i s t r ips and at h is receptions. T h e President , however, 
never moved out of Wash ing ton , nor did he appear at any public 
funct ion without alert officers of t he Secret Service Bureau be ing 
near to h im. In most cases he did not know the men who were 
detailed to guard him, and was not consulted about the arrange-
ments . H e never had the s l ightes t personal fear, and was averse 
to t he detai l ing of men to guard him. I n a general way h e knew 
tha t t he Secret Service officers were in at tendance, but h i s move-
ments were always unrestr ic ted and made wi thout any t hough t 
of possible danger to h imsel f . 



W h e n he entered upon his first t e rm as Pres ident h e 
abolished some of t he p rominent guard provisions about t he 
W h i t e House . T h e n u m b e r of policemen was reduced and t he 
l i t t le sen t ry box which had been erected on the front lawn d u r i n g 
Pres ident Cleveland 's second adminis t ra t ion and from which an 
officer could keep an eye on all t he approaches to the f ron t of the 
Execut ive Mans ion was removed by Mr. McKin ley ' s direction. 

W h e n a member of Congress, Mr. McKin ley had formed t he 
hab i t of t a k i n g long walks t h r o u g h t he streets, and when he 
re turned to W a s h i n g t o n as Pres ident he resumed the practice as 
far as t ime would permit . H e walked f requent ly in the nor th-
western section of the ci ty and often was seen t a k i n g h i s consti-
tu t ional a long Pennsy lvan ia avenue and other business streets. 

" H A V E N E V E R D O N E A N Y M A N A W R O N G . " 

I n th is he followed the example of Pres ident Gran t and Presi-
dent Har r i son , both of whom were fami l iar figures on t he streets 
of the Capital. I f any one suggested to Pres iden t McKin ley 
tha t he should exercise precaut ion he invar iably answered :— 

" I have never done any m a n a wrong and believe no man 
will ever do me one." T h e idea t ha t h i s l ife m i g h t be at the 
mercy of a murde rous c rank never entered h is head. W h e n it 
was suggested to h im h e merely l aughed and said he was not 
afraid to t r u s t the people. 

Of late years Pres ident McKin ley had not walked so much, 
bu t it was pr incipal ly because of lack of t ime. D u r i n g the Spanish 
war he was kep t so closely to h is office t ha t he h a d to give u p the 
long, pleasant strolls h e former ly had t aken in the residence por-
tion of the city. W i t h h is private secretary h e would repair to 
the g rounds in the rear of t he W h i t e House and walk rapidly 
to and fro for a few momen t s to get the phys ica l exercise h e 
needed. D u r i n g those t roublous t imes t he watchmen were 
doubled about t he W h i t e House grounds, bu t not at t he sugges-
t i o n o f t h e President . Secret Service men were stat ioned near 
t he Mansion or wi thin i ts doors, bu t wi thout t h e knowledge or 
consent of the Chief Execut ive . 

Officials of the Secret Service Bureau believe t ha t the t ragedy 
was unavoidable. T h e y say it could have occurred at any of the 
Pres ident ' s receptions in the W h i t e House. At these public 
functions, where the Pres ident shakes hands with two or th ree 
thousand people, any one can pass sc ru t iny who bears a decent 
exter ior and has the appearance of a respectable citizen. T h i s 
was the apparent character of the man who did t he shoot ing at 
Buffalo. 

If t he will of t he people of W a s h i n g t o n could have been 
executed, t h e anarchis t who fired t he murderous bul le ts in to the 
Pres ident ' s body would have h a d short s h r i f t In the crowds t ha t 
sur rounded t he bul le t in boards were m a n y grave and dignified 
cit izens who did not hesi ta te to express a desire to hold the rope 
tha t would swing the wretch into e tern i ty . W i t h the hope of the 
Pres iden t ' s recovery, t he u t t e r ly inadequate p u n i s h m e n t tha t 
could be adminis tered to the anarchis t impressed itself upon the 
people. H a d Mr. McKin ley recovered from the wound, the charge 
to be b r o u g h t aga ins t t he m a n who shot h im would have been 
" a s s a u l t with in ten t to ki l l . " 

M A X I M U M P U N I S H M E N T . 

U n d e r the laws of the Sta te of New York th is cr ime entai ls 
a m a x i m u m pun i shmen t of only ten years impr isonment . H a d 
the a t t empt been made in t he Distr ict of Columbia it would have 
been possible to imprison the cr iminal for twen ty years. T h e r e 
have been, at var ious t imes, bi l ls before Congress prescr ib ing 
pun i shmen t for the cr ime of a t t empt upon the life of t he Chief 
Execut ive. N o t h i n g was ever done, however, and now every law-
maker regrets t ha t a Federa l s ta tu te h a s not been enacted provid-
ing adequate p u n i s h m e n t for the a t tempted m u r d e r of the Presi-
dent. As death has resul ted f rom the assass in 's bullet , t h e 
pun i shmen t is, of course, death. 

In the diplomatic quar te rs of the city the news of t he 
assassinat ion of President McKin ley came as a t remendous 
shock. Nea r ly all of the Ambassadors and Minis ters were absent 
from Wash ing ton , bu t the Charges d 'Affai res and secretaries who 



were left on duty, expressed the keenest regrets and displayed the 
deepest sympa thy over the t ragedy. 

Among the representatives of all foreign powers, President 
McKinley was very popular. T h e y not only enter tained the 
respect which is due a ru l ing magis t ra te but t hey had a deeper 
and more personal feeling toward the President. H i s exemplary 
life at the Capital, his tender solicitude for his wife and his many 
charming personal a t t r ibutes placed him high in the estimation of 
all the diplomats. H e was as puncti l ious in h is observance of 
diplomatic forms and ceremony as the most exact ing could require 
and at the same time exhibited a courtesy tha t was most charm-
ing. H e was able to steer a judicious course in all the petty 
controversies regarding public funct ions t ha t have arisen in t h e 
diplomatic corps where the most intense jealousy exists regarding 
precedence and other rights. 

S Y M P A T H Y F O R M R S . M ' K I N L E Y . 

In the tragic occurrence the people of Wash ing ton had their 
sympathies most deeply stirred when they considered the terrible 
ordeal to which Mrs. McKinley was subjected. T h e greatest con-
cern was felt regarding her, and those who best know her absolute 
reliance upon her husband felt t ha t the death of the la t ter would 
be fatal to his wife. H e r f r iends here were fearful tha t her recent 
il lness had weakened her so that she migh t not survive the shock. 
Mrs. McKinley always relied upon her husband with implicit 
t rust . I t is known that her life has been saved in t imes past by 
the exercise of his s t rong vitali ty and master fu l will. 

T h e influence he had over her was almost hypnotic. On 
more than one occasion the physicians in at tendance testified that 
Mrs McKinley has been drawn from the verge of the grave by 
her husband ' s wonderful , magnet ic powers. H i s devotion to h is 
wife was beautiful . Probably no other part of his character 
earned h im so completely the love of the whole people. T h e 
perfect sympathy between Mr. and Mrs. McKinley touched the 
ent i re nation and was best known! in Wash ing ton . T h e i r mar-
ried life covered some th i r ty years, and the union was ideal. I t 

is recalled that a short t ime before the President and Mrs. McKin-
ley went to Canton, the mistress of the Whi t e House said that 
she would rejoice most heart i ly when the public life of the Presi-
dent would be ended and they could go back to their quiet home 
in Ohio. 

" I t is a great honor for my husband to be President of the 
Uni ted States, and I appreciate it fully, but it means much priva-
tion and self-sacrifice for us both," was the wistful declaration of 
the gentle invalid. 

W h e n the news of the shooting of President McKinley 
reached Washington, the telephone system of the city was simply 
paralyzed for a t ime and so many were the calls upon the news 
offices and upon the ®fficials who migh t be supposed to have 
knowledge of the details of the shooting, tha t the operators were 
overwhelmed. A reporter for the Associated Press carried to the 
Whi t e House the first bullet in announcing the shooting of the 
President. T h e executive mansion was reached about 4.24, and 
at tha t t ime all its few inmates were in total ignorance of the 
t ragedy in which their chief had jus t played so serious a part. 

A L L Q U I E T A T T H E W H I T E H O U S E . 

A policeman paced up and down under the portico as usual, 
but his serene countenance intimated that he was totally ignorant 
of the affair. Inside there were few to receive the news, the most 
prominent personage there being a telegraph operator, Secretary 
Pruden, who was in charge of the Whi t e House, hav ing left his 
office for the day, as had his subordinates. 

T h e force at the Whi t e House af ter the President 's depar ture 
was in constant communication with him, and while he conducted 
most of the business of his office at his home in Canton, the 
majori tv of the papers with which 1IG had to deal were prepared 
in Wash ing ton and forwarded through the Whi t e House clerical 
force. All reports received from him by officials were cheerful 

and h igh spirited. 
General Gillespie, Act ing Secretary of War , got into com-

municat ion with Secretary Root and Assis tant S e c t a r y Sanger, 
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and as a resul t of the te lephone talk, he proceeded to i^se some of 
he forces at h is disposal. H e te legraphed an order to have an 
.»Beer, a physician and a squad of men proceed immedia te ly to 
he hospital where the President was l y i n g to act as a guard. 

3 :eps were n e x t taken to provide for the f u t u r e of the Execut ive 
Branch of the Government . I t was realized tha t even under the 
most favorable conditions the Pres ident ' s in ju r ies were of such a 
character as to make it a lmost certain t ha t h e could not under take 
for a long t ime to discharge the dut ies of Chief Execut ive, even in 
the most formal way. 

E v e r y member of the Cabinet able to travel was expected 
to speed at once to Buffalo, and the re a Cabinet council would be 
held to decide upon the course to be followed by the Execut ive 
Branch. Vice Pres ident Roosevelt was understood to be in 
Vermont . 

L A W O F S U C C E S S I O N . 

T h e Vice President , by the Const i tu t ion of the Uni ted States, 
becomes President , if at any t ime the Pres ident is removed by 
death or disabil i ty to perform the duties of his office. T h i s pro-
vision is contained in P a r a g r a p h VI , Section, I , Art icle II , in the 
fol lowing words : 

| VI—in case of the removal of t he Pres ident f rom office, or 
of h is death, resignation, or inabi l i ty to discharge the powers and 
dut ies of the said office, t he same shal l devolve on t he Vice 
Pres ident ," etc. 

A t 7 o'clock Colonel Montgomery, the chief operator at the 
W h i t e House, received a message from a confidential bu t re l iable 
source in Buffalo say ing tha t t he in fo rmant had learned on good 
au thor i ty tha t the Pres ident ' s wounds were not necessar i ly fatal 
and t ha t it was believed tha t he would live. General Gillespie 
te legraphed Vice Pres ident Roosevelt at Burl ington, Vt., and h e 
s tar ted in has te for Buffalo. 

Chinese Minis te r W u , when seen, was a picture of distress. 
H e realized keen ly t he t remendous indebtedness of Ch ina to 
Pres ident McKin ley ' s k ind ly impulses in her great t r ials in 
t he past year, and was shocked at the great ca lamity t ha t had 

befallen h im. H e said tha t he could not conceive of any sort of 
motive for such an inexcusable deed, and h e was severe in his 
denunciat ion of anarchis ts . H e asked why they were permit ted 
to ha tch such plots as th is in a Republ ic where the people could 
readily change their Pres ident if t h e y were in the s l ightes t degree 
dissatisfied with h is official conduct or h is private personali ty. In 
conclusion, almost with tears, he expressed the hope t ha t the 
Pres ident would speedily recover from h i s terr ible in ju ry . 

I t was somewhat g r a t i fy ing to the officials at Wash ing ton 
tha t the very first expression of official s y m p a t h y should come 
from the Is land of Cuba, in the shape of the following te legram : 

"Sep tember 6, 1901. Received at W a r Depar tment 7.45 P.M. 
Havana . A d j u t a n t General . Wash ing ton . 
" Mayor and Ci ty Council of H a v a n a have called, express ing 

sorrow and solicitude for the Pres ident and desire t ha t his family 
be advised of these expressions. 

" (Signed) S C O T T , A d j u t a n t General. ' ' 

M R . R O O S E V E L T G R E A T L Y A F F E C T E D . 

Vice-President Roosevelt received the news by telephone first 
at Is le L a Motte. H e tu rned pale and t rembled violently. H i s 
first words were :—" I am so inexpress ib ly shocked, horrified and 
grieved t ha t I cannot find words to express m y feelings." At a 
second bul let in he said :—" L i k e all o ther people and l ike the 
whole civilized world, you will be oveijoyed to hea r the good news 
tha t the Pres ident will recover." 

Upon h i s arr ival at Bur l ington , Mr. Roosevelt was met by a 
crowd of messenger boys and reporters. H e eager ly read the 
messages re la t ing to the Pres ident ' s condition, but made no re-
marks . T o t he newspaper men he said : " l a m so shocked and 
grieved t ha t I cannot make a s ta tement . T h e r e is no th ing for me 
to say; I shal l go to-night to Senator Proctor 's home and from 
there direct to Buffalo." 

W h e n asked if several newspaper men m i g h t accompany him, 
he refused, s ay ing it would be a desecration under the circum-
stances. Mr. Roosevelt boarded t he special car "Grand Isl«," 



owned by President Clement, of the R u t l a n d road, and accom-
panied by President Clement and Senator Proctor lef t at 8.35 for 
Proctor. F rom there a r r a n g e m e n t s were made for a special t rain 
to Buffalo, and he arrived the n e x t morn ing . 

W h e n the news of the Pres ident ' s in jur ies was announced 
by Sena to r Proctor at Is le L a Motte, where the a n n u a l meet ing of 
the F ish and G a m e L e a g u e of Vermont was be ing held, a moan 
went u p from the crowd and the reception which was in progress 
was stopped. 

" T O O H O R R I B L E T O C O N T E M P L A T E . " 

Upon being informed at the Un ion Club, of Cleveland, of the 
assassinat ion of the President , Sena tor H a n n a was astounded and 
refused to believe it. A l i t t le later, a f te r read ing a te legram, 
he said, with tears in h is eyes :— 

" I have j u s t received a message from the Associated Press 
and I am forced to believe tha t the r u m o r is t rue. I cannot say any-
t h i n g about it. I t is too horr ible to even contemplate. T o t h i n k 
tha t such a t h i n g could happen to so splendid a man as McKin-
ley, and at th i s t ime and upon such an occasion. I t is horrible, 
awful. McKin ley never had any fear of danger from tha t source. 
Of course, I never ta lked to h im upon such a subject , bu t I knew 
he never even dreamed of a n y t h i n g l ike this happening . I can' t 
be interviewed upon this , it is too awfu l . " 

T h e Senator made immediate preparat ions to leave for Buf-
falo. Shor t ly a f te r 4 o'clock he lef t t he Union C lub and boarded 
a street car for h i s office, on Super ior street . W h e n he reached 
the street he was stopped and sur rounded by excited citizens, who 
wanted to know if the rumors were t r u e t ha t t he President had 
been shot at Buffalo. " Yes, I am afraid it is too t rue , " replied 
the Senator , as he pushed h i s way th rough the crowd. On the 
car t he same quest ions were asked by every one. T h e Senator 
answered all quest ions politely, bu t re fused to en ter into conver-
sation with any one. Most of the t ime he sat with bowed head, 
deep in sorrow. 

T o a reporter who accompanied h im he t u rned sudden ly in 

the car and exclaimed : " W h a t is th is great count ry coming 
to when such men as Lincoln, Garfield and McKin ley fall by the 
bul le t of assassins ? Oh, it is fearful , d readfu l , horr ib le! I shal l 
h u r r y to the bedside of the Pres ident as rapidly as the t rain will 
take me. I only hope t ha t he is not ser iously in jured, bu t I am 
afraid tli at m y hopes will be in vain. I do want to reach the Pres ident 
before he dies, if he is go ing to die. Nobody can be safe from 
the work of an insane man, it seems. It is terr ible." As the 
Senator boarded a car tears were s t r eaming down his face. 

Uni ted Sta tes Senator Cullom, who was in Chicago on the 
day cf the shooting, was g rea t ly affected when lie heard the news. 

D E N O U N C E D B Y T H E I L L I N O I S S E N A T O R . 

" I can ha rd ly believe the announcement , " he said, a f te r a 
time. " T h a t was a das tard ly attack, and the man who committed 
the act should have been punished right there. I t is the most 
horr ible crime imaginable . T h e nat ion could ha rd ly afford to 
lose Pres ident McKinley , and it would be awful to see a man of 
so m a n y admirable qual i t ies cut down t h u s at t he he igh t of h is 
career. H e is a grea t man and a grea t President. H e is nearer 
the hea r t s of the great body of the people than any other ruler 
since Lincoln. 

" A b r a h a m Lincoln, J a m e s A. Garfield and Wil l iam McKinley 
were the th ree Pres idents most thoroughly in sympa thy , appar-
ent ly , with the great body of the common people of the country , 
that we have had since the beg inn ing of our Const i tut ional Gov-
ernment . Mr. Lincoln was assassinated in the early part of h is 
second term ; Mr. Garfield du r ing the first few mon ths of h i s first 
term, and an a t tempt has been made to assass inate President 
McKin ley in the ear ly part of his second term. I t seems s t range 
to m y mind t ha t such a fate should befall such men—men who 
were all generous to a fault , aud who were fa i th fu l ly pe r fo rming 
the g rea t du t ies of thei r h i g h office. 

" N o man was of a more k indly na tu re than President 
McKinley . H i s hear t beat in unison with the great body of the 
people of the country, and of the world. H i s sole purpose was 



to do h i s duty , to take care t ha t t he laws should be fa i th fu l ly 
executed, and t ha t the count ry should go on in i ts career of 
growth and prosperi ty, and yet he seems to have shared t he fate 
of those great men who have gone before h im. 

" I s incerely hope he m a y recover to car ry out h is purpose 
in the interes t of t he Uni ted S ta tes Government , and of the 
people, to t he end of h is official term, and be allowed to retire, as 
he has unqualif iedly expressed h i s purpose to do, when his t e rm 
shal l expire. T h e r e can be no question t ha t he h a s made one 01 
the greates t Pres idents of the Un i t ed States. H i s n a m e will be 
l inked closely with t ha t of W a s h i n g t o n and Lincoln, and deserv-
edly so. Even on yes te rday he delivered an address to the people 
at the Exposi t ion which is fu l l of wisdom, and showed tha t h is 
whole hear t and l ife were absorbed by a desire to do what was 
best for h is own country , not forget t ing the o ther nat ions of the 
world. I t will be a g rea t t h i n g for t he Uni ted States, and for t he 
world, if he shal l be spared. I f he shal l be t aken away, it is m y 
sincere hope and p rayer t ha t the policies of Pres ident McKin ley 
du r ing h is t e rm shal l be continued." 

C H A P T E R XI . 

M r s . M c K i n l e y H e a r s t h e A p p a l l i n g N e w s — T h e N a t i o n 
B o w e d w i t h G r i e f — E u r o p e A g h a s t a t t h e D i a b o l i c a l 
C r i m e . 

I\ A RS . M c K I N L E Y received t he news of t he assassinat ion with 
* ' * the u tmost courage. Because of t he fear tha t t he an-
nouncement migh t in ju r ious ly affect he r heal th, it was deemed 
desirable to postpone as long as possible the b reak ing of the sad 
news. W h e n informed, however, of the a t tacks on he r husband, 
she exhibi ted remarkable forti tude. 

Af t e r the Pres ident was cared for at the Exposi t ion grounds, 
Director General W . I. Buchanan started for the Mi lburn home 
to forestall any informat ion tha t migh t reach there by telephone 
or otherwise. Lucki ly , h e was first to arrive with t he infor-
mation. T h e Niaga ra Fa l l s t r ip had t i red Mrs. McKinley , and 
on r e t u r n i n g to the Mi lburn home she took leave of he r nieces, 
the Misses Barber and Miss Duncan, as well as the i r hostess, 
Mrs. Mi lburn , and went to he r room to rest . 

Mr. Buchanan broke the news as gen t ly as possible to the 
nieces, and consulted with them and Mrs. Mi lbu rn as to the best 
course to pursue in i n fo rming Mrs. McKinley . I t was finally 
decided t ha t on awakening, or shor t ly thereaf ter , Mr. Buchanan 
should tell her, if in the mean t ime he r physician, Dr. R ixey , 
had not arrived. Mrs. McKin ley awoke f rom he r sleep at about 
5.30 o'clock. She was feeling splendidly, she said, and at once 
took u p her crocheting, which is one of he r favorite diversions. 

Immedia te ly on Mr. Buchanan ' s arrival a t the Mi lburn home 
he had telephonic communicat ion therewith cut off, for a l ready 
there had been several calls, and he decided on th is as the wisest 
course to pursue, lest Mrs. McKinley , hea r ing t he continued 
r ing ing of the ' phone bell migh t inqu i re what i t meant . W h i l e 
the l i g h t of day remained, Mrs. M c K i n l e y continued with her 
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Mrs. Mi lburn , and went to he r room to rest . 

Mr. Buchanan broke the news as gen t ly as possible to the 
nieces, and consulted with them and Mrs. Mi lbu rn as to the best 
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decided t ha t on awakening, or shor t ly thereaf ter , Mr. Buchanan 
should tell her, if in the mean t ime he r physician, Dr. R ixey , 
had not arrived. Mrs. McKin ley awoke f rom he r sleep at about 
5.30 o'clock. She was feeling splendidly, she said, and at once 
took u p her crocheting, which is one of he r favorite diversions. 

Immedia te ly on Mr. Buchanan ' s arrival a t the Mi lburn home 
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crochet ing, k e e p i n g to h e r room. W h e n it became dusk , and the 
P re s iden t had not arr ived, she began to feel a n x i o u s conce rn ing 
h im. 

" I wonder w h y h e does not come," she asked one of her 
nieces. 

T h e r e was no clock in Mrs . M c K i n l e y ' s room, and when it 
was 7 o'clock s h e had no idea it was so late, a n d t h i s is w h e n she 
began to feel a n x i o u s conce rn ing h e r h u s b a n d , for h e was due to 
r e t u r n to Mr. M i l b u r n ' s h o u s e a t 6 o'clock. A t 7 o'clock, Dr. 
R i x e y ar r ived a t t h e M i l b u r n home. H e h a d been dr iven h u r . 
r iedly down Delaware avenue in a n open carr iage. A s h e came 
up, Mr. B u c h a n a n was ou t on t h e lawn. 

" Do you know," said Mr . B uchanan , " I had a sort of premo-
ni t ion of t h i s ? S ince ear ly m o r n i n g I h a d been e x t r e m e l y ne rvous 
and feared t h a t s o m e t h i n g m i g h t go wrong. O u r t r ip to t h e F a l l s 
was u n e v e n t f u l , b u t wha t an awful sad e n d i n g to our d a y . " 

N E W S B R O K E N T O H E R G E N T L Y . 

At 7.20 o'clock Dr. R i x e y came out of t h e house accompanied 
by Colonel W e b b H a y e s , a son of ex -P res iden t H a y e s , who was a 
f r iend of Mr . M c K i n l e y . T h e y en te red a ca r r i age and r e t u r n e d to 
the Expos i t ion Hospi ta l . Af t e r Dr. R i x e y h a d gone, Direc tor 
Genera l B u c h a n a n said t h a t the doctor h a d b roken t h e news in a 
most gen t le m a n n e r to Mrs . M c K i n l e y . H e said she stood it 
bravely, t h o u g h cons iderably affected. 

If it was possible to b r i n g h i m to h e r she wan ted it done. 
Dr. R i x e y as su red he r t h a t t h e P res iden t could be b r o u g h t wi th 
safety f rom t h e Expos i t i on g rounds , and w h e n h e lef t M r . Mil-
b u r n ' s it was to complete all a r r a n g e m e n t s for t h e removal of t h e 
Pres iden t . A b i g force of r e g u l a r pa t ro lmen were ass igned to 
t h e M i l b u r n home. 

Canton , t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s home, was bowed down wi th grief . 
T h e n e w s of t h e a t t e m p t ¡upon t h e l ife of P re s iden t M c K i n l e y 
aud t h e fact t h a t h i s l i fe s t i l l h u n g in the ba l ance car r ied sorrow 
into every h o u s e in t h e ci ty . A f t e r t h e first bu l l e t in a n n o u n c i n g 
t h e firing of t h e shot e v e r y t h i n g e lse was abandoned in efforts to 

ge t addi t ional pa r t i cu la r s and in w a t c h i n g t h e bu l le t in board and 
t h e e x t r a edi t ions of t h e newspape r s for i n fo rma t ion on t h e con-
di t ion of t h e d i s t i ngu i shed Can ton ian . G r o u p s of m e n s t a n d i n g 
on t h e street , t h e t ea r s s t r e a m i n g down the i r cheeks as they dis-
cussed t h e a w f u l t r agedy , were a common s igh t about t h e bus ines s 
sect ion of t h e city. 

A t first t h e news was not believed. Bu t t h e confirmat ion 
came al l too soon. T h e S t a r k C o u n t y fair, which t h e Pres iden t 
a t t ended T u e s d a y , was j u s t c los ing when t h e first news came. 
T h e race t rack , t h e side shows a n d t h e var ious exh ib i t s were 
deser ted in one g r a n d r u s h for t h e ca r l ine to r each t h e ci ty, 
where t h e news m i g h t be received m o r e f u l l y and more 
p rompt ly . 

T H E Y H U R R I E D T O T H E H O U S E . 

T h e n wi th t h e hope of rece iv ing ear l i e r and more direct news 
m a n y people h u r r i e d to t h e M c K i n l e y house, which was in the 
c h a r g e of e igh t s e rvan t s a n d a t taches , who were t he re d u r i n g t h e 
s u m m e r vacat ion. N o i n f o r m a t i o n was received at t h e house 
un t i l l a te in t h e even ing . Dr . T . H . Phi l l ips , who is regarded as 
t h e P res iden t ' s phys ic ian , a l t h o u g h h e had l i t t le use for t h e 
services of a phys ic ian , r ega rded t h e P re s iden t as a m a n of most 
r e m a r k a b l e cons t i tu t ion and able to res is t w h a t would prove fatal 
to one of t h e average s t r e n g t h . I f p r i m e condit ion of hea l t h and 
a n a t u r a l l y s t r o n g cons t i tu t ion could overcome the a s sau l t s of t h e 
assass in , t h e Can ton f r i ends of t h e P re s iden t fel t t h a t h e would 
ye t be spared . 

Mrs . M. C. Barber , t h e s is ter of Mrs . McKin l ey , was t h e only 
near re la t ive of the f a m i l y in t h e ci ty . S h e bore u p hero ica l ly 
u n d e r t h e te r r ib le news, b u t was well n i g h pros t ra ted , as ide f rom 
t h e condi t ion of t h e P r e s i d e n t ; she suffered f rom a rea l iza t ion of 
wha t t h e affa i r m u s t m e a n to h e r s is ter . 

E v e r y t ime P res iden t M c K i n l e y was a t Can ton since h i s first 
i n a u g u r a t i o n he was accompanied by George Fos te r , f o rmer ly of 
U p p e r S a n d u s k y , of t h e Secre t Service, who g u a r d e d h i m as closely 
as t h e P re s iden t would allow. T h i s did not a m o u n t to shadowing 
ail of h is movemen t s , because th i s was d i s t a s t e fu l to t h e Presi-



dent. H e also watched tlie McKin ley premises more or less 
closely, especial ly a t n igh t , and occasionally had t h e local police 
keep a l i t t le closer to t he house t h a n the i r r egu la r beats provided. 
H e also kept i n close touch with the Secret Service headquar te rs 
and invest igated every rumor reported to h im of which the re were 
many . 

T h e only semblance of a scare t h a t occurred du r ing t he two 
months ' so journ of t he Pres iden t to Canton was about t h r ee weeks 
before. Fos ter , du r ing his usua l rounds, saw a m a n pass ing t he 
McKin ley home two or th ree t imes in a m a n n e r t h a t indicated 
more t h a n idle curiosity. H e watched the man ' s movements and 
saw h im pass t h r o u g h a private driveway between the McKin ley 
home and t he Bockius residence adj f i n ing . H i s h a t was drawn 
over h is face and the re were o ther suspicious actions. 

i 
T H E S T R A N G E R S H A D O W E D . 

Foster shadowed the s t r ange r and h e quickened his pace 
toward the center of town. T w o blocks below the McKin ley 
home the s t ranger boarded a trolley car. Foster got on t he same 
car. T h e y both went t h r o u g h the public square and were t rans-
ferred east. F o u r blocks f u r t h e r t he l ine t u r n s at r igh t angles. 
T h e s t r ange r j u m p e d off the car at this point and Fos te r got off 
as the corner was rounded. T h e secret service m a n went t h rough 
the corridor of t he Barne t t House to t he street on which t he 
s t r anger h a d le f t the car, bu t found no f u r t h e r t race of h im. 

All the saloons in t he vicinity were visited wi thout results , 
as were also t he rai lway stat ions and yards ha l f a block away. 
T h e supposit ion t h e n was t ha t the fellow was ei ther i rresponsible 
or a possible bu rg l a r at one or the o ther of t he two houses . T h e 
Bockius home belongs to a weal thy family and in the pas t has 
been visited by burg lars , who were well rewarded. Joseph Saxton, 
Mrs. McKin ley ' s uncle, on receiving the news, said : I was 
terr ib ly shocked to hea r the news. I am in hopes t h a t he wil 
recover, and I t r u s t in God and believe H e will t ake care of h im 

Rev. Dr. C. E . Manchester , pastor of t h e Pres ident ' s church, 
said • " I have s t rong hopes of t he Pres ident ' s recovery, as h e i$ 

a man of such clean life and good habi ts . H e never in t imated to 
me tha t he had any fear of such a th ing , and I don' t believe tha t 
h e knew what personal fear was. He is a Chris t ian in the t rue 
sense of t he word and is a man who has s t rong faith in an over-
ru l ing Providence." 

T h e news of the assassination of the President did not reach 
Cardinal Gibbons unti l near ly 7 o'clock in the evening, h is Emi-
nence h a v i n g been out driving. Soon af ter he heard it a reporter 
called upon him in h is s tudy. H i s Eminence , as the visitor 
entered, raised h is hands in mu te appeal, and in a voice which 
shook with emotion exclaimed : " I hope f rom the bottom of m y 
heart , sir, tha t you br ing me some bet ter news than t ha t which I 
have heard." 

T R I B U T E F R O M C A R D I N A L G I B B O N S . 

Upon being informed tha t the condition of the Pres ident was 
still very grave, the Cardinal sank into a cha i r and said : 

" I t is sad, indeed, tha t an insane fanat ic can have it in his 
power to endanger the life of the head of a great nat ion l ike this, 
and a man possess ing the m a n y vir tues of President McKinley. 
T h e man who did it mus t be a mad man. T h e Pres ident has no 
personal enemies and 110 one but a madman would have committed 
such a deed. If, however, he has a spark of reason left , and it 
can be shown tha t he is responsible, no pun i shmen t would be too 
great for h im." 

Af t e r a moment ' s hesi tat ion the Cardinal resumed : " I am 
filled with sadness beyond expression at receiving th is news. I 
not only honor Pres ident McKin ley as the head of a great nation, 
but I have the privilege of r egard ing h im as a friend and am 
obligated to h im for m a n y favors. I repeat t ha t this awful 
calamity m u s t have been the work of an insane man, for, while 
the President had hosts of political opponents, it seems incredible 
that he could have a personal enemy. 

" But few Pres idents who have occupied the chair have been 
better equipped for the Presidency than he. H e was t ra ined for 
the place by hav ing served his count ry in minor capacities, as 
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Congressman, Governor, and the effect of th i s t r a in ing h a s b e e n 

repeatedly shown d u r i n g h is President ia l career. 
' ' H i s character is t ic v i r tues are patience and forbearance. H e 

is a lways ready to receive any one and to give careful a t tent ion 
to a n y ' demand upon him, whatever migh t be the i r character. 
T h e wound which has been inflicted upon h im is not only a 
nat ional calamity but comes as a personal affliction to every house 
in the land. Eve ry son and every daugh te r in t he Uni ted States 
should feel it as t hey would feel a blow s t ruck at the head of h is 
or he r family. 

" I have a lways heard h im most admired for h is domestic 
v i r tues and for h is t ender affection and solicitude for h is wife. No 
m o r e beaut i fu l example of domestic v i r tue and felicity has prob-
ably ever been seen in th is or any other count ry than tha t of 
Pres ident and Mrs. McKinley. 

U N S H A K E N O N F I R M F O U N D A T I O N . 

« I t is m y earnes t prayer tha t the Lord m a y spare h im to fill 
out the t e rm h e has b e g u n so well. But whatever be the outcome 
of t h i s awful crime, of course the nation will remain unshaken 
u p o n t h e firm foundat ion our forefathers builded for it. 

" Pe rhaps the bes t t r ibute to the s tabi l i ty of our ins t i tu t ions 
is the fact tha t , whi ls t the blow a t the Pres ident arouses universal 
s o r r o w and indignat ion, it does not in the least shake our fa i th 
in the correctness of t he principles of our government , and will 
not re tard for an ins tan t i ts mach inery or create more than a 
pass ing ripple upon the waters over which is g l id ing our noble 

S h i p of State. . . 
" You may announce, if you want ," said h is Eminence , in 

c o n c l u s i o n , " t h a t I w i l l o r d e r i m m e d i a t e l y t h a t p r a y e r s s h a l l b e 

h e l d i n e v e r y c h u r c h i n m y d i o c e s e o n S u n d a y n e x t . If t h e 

P r e s i d e n t s t i l l l i v e s , a n d G o d g r a n t t h a t h e m a y , t h e y w i l l b e t o r 

h i s r e c o v e r v . " 

T h e news of t he assassinat ion of Pres ident McKin ley was 
received in London shor t ly before 10 o'clock at n ight , and quickly 
spread t h r o u g h the clubs and hotels of t he W e s t End. Details 

were meager, bu t it was understood t ha t the wounds were serious 
and t ha t t he Pres ident ' s l ife was in danger . Al l who heard the 
sad intel l igence were outspoken in the i r expressions of horror at 
t he occurrence and s y m p a t h y with Mrs. McKin ley . 

Everybody hoped tha t the President would recover sufficiently 
again to direct the affairs of state. O u l y a short t ime before the 
E n g l i s h people were sympa th i z ing with President McKinley 
because of h is wife's serious i l lness, and now they tendered con-
dolence to he r because of the terr ib le deed at Buffalo. 

T h e first reports were discredited ; then , with the confirma-
tion and general disseminat ion of the news, arose a far-reaching 
feel ing of sorrow and indignat ion, which, wherever Amer icans 
were gathered, a lmost gained the proport ions of a panic, accom-
panied by feverish anxie ty for fu r the r details. T h e thousands of 
Americans in London were most ly at the theat res when the news 
arrived, and r e t u r n i n g to the i r hotels found anx ious groups of 
E n g l i s h m e n and Amer icans discussing, what, without dist inction 
of race, was regarded as a nat ional calamity. 

A N X I O U S I N Q U I R I E S . 

London 's telephones, usua l ly s i lent at n igh t , t ingled with 
impat ient inquiries addressed to newspapers and American cor-
respondents in the hope of secur ing a denial of the report. T h e 
announcement of the assassinat ion was received too late for extra 
editions of t he papers to announce the news to the mass of the 
E n g l i s h people. A correspondent conveyed the intel l igence to 
Mr. J . W. Mackay, Colonel Ochiltree, Messrs. C. L. P u l l m a n and 
J. W . Gates and m a n y others, all of whom desired to express 
the i r unspeakable indignat ion at t he cowardly act, and deepest 
s y m p a t h y with President McKinley . 

I n no part of the coun t ry was the death of Pres ident 
McKin ley more sincerely mourned t h a n in our Sou the rn States . 
I n a le t te r to the " Manufac tu re r ' s Record," of Baltimore, Uni ted 
Sta tes Senator J . D. McLaur in , of Sou th Carolina, told of an 
interview which he had with President McKinley , one day dur ing 
t he early days of the Span ish W a r . 



" T h e Pres ident ," says Sena tor MeLaur in , " s p o k e beauti-
fu l ly and tender ly of the Sou the rn people, and of how he 
intended to use the power and inf luence of h i s great office to 
reuni te our country . I can recall the words, bu t who can paint 
the earnestness and eloquence as, r a i s i ng one hand 011 h igh , he 
said : ' Senator, by the he lp of God I propose to be the Pres ident 
of the whole country, the South as much as t he Nor th , and before 
the end of m y t e r m the South will unders tand this . ' 

" N o wonder, as a t rue Southern man, I loved and t rusted 
Pres ident McKinley . I stood by h im in the Sena te and else-
where, and I t h a n k God tha t I did. Patr iot ic in purpose and pure 
in hear t , h is noble soul is now with H i m whom the hate of man 
nailed to the cross. L ike Lincoln, who saved the country , 
McKinley , who reuni ted it, l ies a m a r t y r to envy and ha te . " 

H I S T O R Y ' S R O L L O F A S S A S S I N A T I O N S . 

T w o Presidents of the Uni ted Sta tes and many rulers of 
other nat ions were assassinated d u r i n g the n ine teenth century . 

Abraham Lincoln was the first Pres ident of the United Sta tes 
to meet death at the h a n d s of an assassin. A s every schoolboy 
knows, he was shot by t he insane actor, W i l k e s Booth, in Ford ' s 
Thea t re , Wash ing ton , on t he evening of Apr i l 14, 1865. T h e 
Pres ident died t he nex t day, and Booth, t h o u g h he escaped at the 
t ime, was shot in a barn a few days later, and his body was bur ied 
at sea by a t taches of t he Secret Service. 

J a m e s A. Garfield, the second m a r t y r President , received his 
fatal wound J u l y 2, 1881. H i s assass in was Char les Gui teau, 
who came upon his victim as he was s t and ing in the Baltimore 
and Potomac rai lway station in t he Nat ional Capital. T h e Presi-
dent was on h is way at the t ime to a t t end the commencement 
exercises of Wi l l i ams College, and accompanying him was his 
Secretary of State , J a m e s G. Blaine. A s the Pres ident was walking 
t h r o u g h the stat ion, a rm in a rm with h i s secretary, Guiteau, draw-
i n g a heavy revolver f rom his pocket, fired a t the President . 
Once more Gui teau fired, and the President dropped to the 

floor, covered with blood. Gui teau fled, but was caugh t before 
he left the station. Meanwhile the Pres ident ne i ther moved 
nor spoke. 

A11 ambulance took h im to the W h i t e House, where the best 
surgeons of W a s h i n g t o n were has t i ly summoned. Cont rary to 
the expectat ions of the surgeons, the Pres ident rall ied from his 
torpor, and, af ter several days, it was determined to remove h im 
to t he seashore. H e was taken to Klberon, N. J., where, for a 
t ime, the sea breezes seemed to ass is t na tu re in res tor ing h is 
heal th . Fo r e ighty days h e l ingered, and then , on Monday, Sep-
tember 10. 1881, death relieved him of his sufferings. 

A T T E M P T O N L I F E O F P R E S I D E N T J A C K S O N . 

Few persons remember the a t tempt of Richard Lawrence to 
»hoot Pres ident Jackson. 

It occurred on J a n u a r y 30, 1835. On tha t day the two 
Houses of Congress convened for the obsequies of W . R. Davis, a 
Representat ive from South Carolina, then recently deceased. 
President Jackson and the heads of depa r tmen t s were in attend-
ance. Af te r a discourse by the Chapla in of t he House , a funera l 
procession was formed, in which the Pres ident walked arm in arm 
with the Secretary of the T r e a s u r y , Levi Woodbury . 

T h e procession lef t the hall of the House of Representat ives 
and was pass ing th rough the rotunda, 011 the way to the eas tern 
portico, when Lawrence, as he perceived the President approach, 
stepped forward from the crowd, advanced to within a few feet of 
him, drew a pistol, aimed it at the President , and pulled the-
tr igger. T h e cap missed fire. Secretary Woodbury and o thers 
sp rang to arrest h im ; he, however, had t ime to draw another 
pistol, bu t th i s second a t t empt to shoot was equal ly unsuccessful . 
H e was thrown down, disarmed and secured. 

In t a k i n g aim he stood so near t he Pres iden t t ha t the la t ter 
inst inctively started forward to s t r ike t he pistol aside with h is 
cane ; so that , had not the caps failed; there is every probabil i ty 
that a dangerous , probably a fatal wound would have been given. 

T h e trial of Lawrence was postponed unt i l April , apparen t ly 



to allow t ime for search ing his antecedents and inves t iga t ing h is 
menta l condition. Both the evidence and Lawrence 's demeanor 
in t he court room satisfied t he public at the t ime t ha t t he shoot-
i n g was t he act of a lunat ic . H e had for some t ime believed 
himsel f to be K i n g of t he Un i t ed S ta tes and Jackson to be an 
in t rude r and usurper . I n t he court room his behavior was so 
wild and disorderly t ha t h i s counsel begged t h a t h e m i g h t be 
removed and t he t r ial proceeded without h im. 

W h e n t he Distr ic t At to rney commenced speaking, Lawrence 
s tar ted up, wildly e x c l a i m i n g : " W h a t means th i s personal 
indigni ty ? Is it decreed tha t I am to be b rough t he re ? And for 
what ? I desire to know if I, who claim the crown of t he United 
States, l ikewise the crown of Grea t Britain, and who am superior 
to th i s court, am to be t reated t h u s ? " A n d the proceedings 
were f requent ly b roken by l ike in ter rupt ions . As the j u r y agreed 
with t he medical men t ha t he was an irresponsible monomanic, 
he was commit ted to an asy lum. 

K I N G H U M B E R T O F I T A L Y . 

T h e last ru ler to be assassinated in the n ine teen th cen tu ry 
was K i n g H u m b e r t of I taly. Bresci, an anarchis t f rom Paterson, 
N. J . , chosen express ly for t he purpose, shot t he K i n g a t Monza, 
a smal l town near Milan, on J u l y 29, 1900. Death came almost 
ins tant ly . Bresci was imprisoned in an unde rg round cell, whose 
width compelled h im to s tand cont inual ly day and n i g h t O n l y a 
few weeks ago t he newspapers recorded the fact t ha t the assassin, 
worn out b y the h a r s h t r ea tmen t accorded h im by his keepers, 
had committed suicide. 

El izabeth, Empres s of Aus t ro -Hunga ry , was stabbed to death 
by Lucheni , an anarchist , September 10, 1898, while she was re-
cupera t ing in the Swiss city of Geneva. At the t ime of the stab-
b ing t he Empres s was out walking. She had taken no precaution 
aga ins t violence. She was removed to her hotel, where she died 
two hours later . 

I t was on J u n e 24, 1894, tha t Pres ident Carnot, of France, 
was stabbed b y an I ta l ian anarchis t named Santo, who managed 

to get close to him, on the pretext of present ing a petition, while 
he was dr iv ing t h r o u g h the s t reets of Lyons . San to had drawn 
lots at a mee t ing of anarchis ts to kil l C a r n o t Following C a r n o f s 
death ant i - I ta l ian riots ensued th roughou t the l eng th and breadth 
of France . 

Alexander I I of Russ ia , the l iberator of t he serfs, was killed 
by an explosion of a bomb thrown by a m a n who himself was 
ki l led by the same explosive. T h e assassinat ion took place at 
St. Pe tersburg , March 13, 1881, as the Czar was r e t u r n i n g from a 
review of h is favorite regiment . O n l y a few hours before he had 
been warned tha t the Nih i l i s t s were awai t ing the i r oppor tuni ty to 
t ake h i s life. D E A T H Q F A N I N S A N E CZAR. 

T h e insane P a u l I, of Russ ia , was ki l led by Count Pablen, 
on March 24, 1801. Pau l ' s own son, Alexander I, who was near, 
was fu l ly cleared from complicity in t he assassinat ion. 

Michael IV , o fServ ia , was assassinated J u n e 20, 1868. 
Nasr-Ed-Din, Shah of Persia, was assass inated May 1, 1896, 

as he was en te r ing t he sh r ine nea r h i s palace. T h e m a n who 
shot h i m was disguised as a woman, and is believed to have been 
a tool of a band of conspirators. H e was caugh t and suffered the 
most horr ible dea th t ha t Orienta l i n g e n u i t y could devise 

l u a n Idiar te Borda, Pres ident of U r u g u a y , was ki l led August 
27, 1897, a t Montevideo by Avelino Arredondo, an officer in the 
U r u e u v a n army. . , _ 

Su l t an Abdul Aziz, of T u r k e y , was ki l led myster ious ly J u n e 
4, 1876. I t was suspected t ha t members of the royal fami ly had 

a hand in h is assassinat ion. 
Su l t an Selim, of T u r k e y , was stabbed in 1808 Pres ident 

D ' I s t r i a , o f Greece, died from a saber wound in 1831 ; D u k e of 
Parma, I ta ly, was kil led in 1854. T h e Pres ident of H a y t i was 
stabbed in 1859. Pres ident Baita, of Pe ru , was shot in 1872. 
Pres ident Moreno, o f Ecuador , was shot in ,872, and ^ s s u c c e s s o r 

Pres ident Guthr ie , suffered the same fate in ^ 7 3 - R e s i d e n t 
Barrios, Guatemala , was shot in 1885. T h e Queen of Greecewas 
poisoned. 



TIT ° t h e r J a m o u s ^ s a s s i n a t i o n s was t ha t of Gus tavus 
I I I of Sweden H e was shot at a masquerade ball by Coun t 
Aukers t iono, March 16, 1792. 

Bal thazar Gera rd was the assassin of Wil l iam the Silent, of 
Orange, a t Delft , J u l y 10, 1584. 

H e n r y IV, of France , was kil led by Ravai l lar , May 14, 1610. 
T h e murde re r was burned, torn by hot pincers, hoi lead was 
poured into h is wounds and finally he was pulled a sunde r by 
horses. J 

: A monk, Jacques Clemeut, was the assassin of H e n r y I I I of 
France . T h e date was J u l y 31, 1589. 

W h i l e escaping from " t he battlefield of Sanchie lburn 
James I I I , of Scotland, was killed by the rebel Borthwick, J u n e 
IL» 1488. 

M U R D E R I N S C O T L A N D . 

u ' J T u S b t S , C O t l a i l d ' w a s murdered at Per th by conspirators, 
headed by Si r Rober t Graham and E a r l Athol, F e b r u a r y 21, 14,7 
T h e assass ins were hanged. 

J o h n the Fearless , of Burgundy , while conferr ing with the 
Pr^nch Dauph in on the br idge of Montereau, was assassinated by 
Orleanists , the D a u p h i n ' s a t tendants , September 10, 1419 

Darius I I I , of Persia, was killed 3 3 o B. C. by Bessus, who 
was. torn to pieces. 

, Ph i l ip II, of Macedon, fa ther of Alexander the Great was 
assassinated by Pausau ias at Aegae d u r i n g the celebration of 
games at. his daugh te r ' s wedding, 336 B. C. 

J u l i u s Caesar was assassinated 44 B. C. by Bru tu s at the foot 
of the s ta tu te of Pompey, the base of which was bathed in C e s a r ' s 
blcjod,. 

. A t t empts at assass inat ion of ru le rs have been-legion Some 
of .those from the time, of George I I I down fo l low: 

... :George I I I of E n g l a n d , mad a t t empt by Margare t Nicholson, 
A u g u s t 2, 1786, again, by J a m e s Hatfield, May 15-, 1800. -

Napoleon I, a t tempt by an in fe rna l machine , December 24-
1800. 

George I V (when regent), at tempt, J a n u a r y 26, 1817. 

Louis Phi l ippe of France, many at tempts , by Fieschi , J u l y 
28, 1835 ; by Allbaud, J u n e 25, 1836; by Meunier , December 27, 
1836; by Darmos, October 15, 1840; by Lecomte. Apri l 14, 1846; 
by H e n r y , J u l y , 29, 1846. 

Freder ick Wi l l i am I V of Prussia , a t tempt , by Sofelage, May 
22, 1850. 

Franc is Joseph of Austr ia , at tempt, by Libenyi, Feb rua ry 
18, 1853. 

. Isabel la I I of Spain, a t tempts by La Riva, May 4, 1847 i by 
Merino, Feb rua ry 2, 1852 ; by R a y m o n d Fuentes , May 28, 1856. 

Napoleon I I I , a t tempts by Pianori , April 28, 1855 ; by 
Bellemarre, September 8, 1855 ; by Orisini and others (France), 
J a n u a r y 14, 1858. 

Amedeus, Duke of Aosta, when K i n g of Spain, a t tempt , J u l y 
19, 1872. • 

Pr ince Bismarck, a t tempt , by Blind, May 7, 1866 ; by Kull-
tnan, J u l y 13, 1874. 

Abdul A^iz, Su l t an of T u r k e y , J u n e 4, 1876. 
Wil l iam I of Pruss ia and Germany , at tempts , by Oscar 

Becker, J u l y 14, 1861 ; by Hodel, May 11, 1878; by Dr. Nobel-
ing, J u n e 2, 1878. 

H u m b e r t I, K i r g of I taly, a t tempt , by J o h n Passarant i . 
March 17, 1888. 

Lord Lyt ton, Viceroy of India, a t tempt , by Busa, December 
12, 1878. 

Alfonso X I I of Spain, a t tempts , by J. O. Moncast, October: 
25I 1878 ; by Francisco Otero Gonzales, December 30, 1879. 

L o r is Melikoff, Russ i an general , a t tempt , March 4. 1880. 
September 6, 1901. T h e assassinat ion that shocked the 

world more than any other crime, was tha t of President McKin-
ley," at the Pan-American Exposi t ion, Buffalo. He died on Sep-
tember 14 T h e assassin was convicted of murde r on- Septem-
ber" 24, and sentenced on the 26th to -be electrocuted a t A u b u r n 
Peni tent ia ry d u r i n g the week beginning October 28. 



C H A P T E R XIL 

Strong Hopes at Firs t of the Pres ident ' s R e c o v e r y - D a y s of 
Anxious S u s p e n s e - S o m e Account of the A s s a s s i n - A r -
rest of Notorious Anarchists. 

C O R s ix d a y s a f t e r t h e P r e s i d e n t was sho t t h e b u l l e t i n s an-
r nounced" t h a t h i s condi t ion was favorab le and t h e r e was a 
prospect of h i s recovery . T h i s i n t e l l i gence was e v e r y w h e r e 
received wi th g r e a t re jo ic ing , and re l ieved t h e a g o n y of su spense . 
O n S e p t e m b e r 8 th t h e fo l lowing s t a t e m e n t was m a d e by a p romi-
n e n t su rgeon , who was a m o n g those i n a t t e n d a n c e u p o n t h e 

P r e s i d e n t : 
" l „ r e g a r d to t h e p r e s e n t eondi t ion of P r e s i d e n t M c K i n l e y 

1 would caU y o u r a t t en t ion to t he fac t t h a t i t is b u t l i t t l e over 
S h o u r s s ince t h e shot was fired. I t i s a s y e t too soon 
t o ^ p e a k conf iden t ly of t h e ou tcome. A t t h e p r e s e n t h o u r , how-
e v e r a n d g i v i n g d u e cons idera t ion to t h e sever i ty of t he i n j u r y 
and t h e i m p o r t a n c e and e x t e n t of t h e opera t ion requi red , t h e 

^ i T i S r ^ i t ^ p r e s e n t t i m e n o n e of 
t h e n u m e r o u s s i g n f o f i n — i o n or s e ^ i c c o n ^ n s > a v e 
appeared . T h e t e m p e r a t u r e is n o t oo h i g h I s l ow g ^ 
t h a n i t was t h i s m o r n i n g . T h e p u l s e is be t ter r 
sion is e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y ; t h e m m d is c lear » t a r e » no p a ^ 

or t ende rnes s , no n a u s e a ^ J ^ ^ S S ^ £ 

It LS m u S J l ^ n t o f e d r e d confidence t h a t - f - o r a W e cond,^ 

t hese condi t ions con t inue for t h e n e x t two aa> 

f u r t h e r confidence. _ 1 f r i W e - I f t h e P r e s i d e n t 
" I m a y add to t h a t t h i s t r u t h f u l t r i b u t e , i t w e r 
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l ives, h e will owe h i s l i fe to t h e p r o m p t n e s s and su rg i ca l ski l l 
wh ich h i s profess ional a t t e n d a n t s showed . " 

A co r r e sponden t who l e a r n e d al l t h e p a r t i c u l a r s of t h e Pres i -
d e n t ' s condi t ion m a d e t h e fo l lowing c o m m e n t s : 

" P r e s i d e n t M c K i n l e y m a i n t a i n s a good m e a s u r e of h i s s t r e n g t h , 
a n d t h o s e who wa tch a t h i s beds ide hold h i g h e r hope for h i s u l t i -
m a t e recovery . T h e shock f r o m t h e w o u n d s inf l ic ted u p o n h i m 
b y L e o n Czolgosz s e e m s to h a v e been less t h a n was an t i c ipa ted , 
a n d t h a t is r ega rded as h i g h l y favorab le t o h i m . I t is admi t t ed 
t h a t t h e cr is is i n h i s condi t ion h a s n o t y e t come, a n d t h a t t h e r e is 
t h e g r a v e s t d a n g e r u n t i l i t h a s been sa fe ly passed. Al l t h e b u l l e t i n s 
s en t f r o m t h e c h a m b e r of t h e w o u n d e d P r e s i d e n t indica ted a sp i r i t 
of h o p e f u l n e s s . 

F E A R O F B L O O D P O I S O N I N G . 

" T h e g rea t e s t fear of t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s p h y s i c i a n s is t h a t 
sept ic po i son ing will set in , a n d i t is for t h e first s y m p t o m s of 
t h i s t h a t t h e y a re now w a t c h i n g . O n e b u l l e t lodged in t h e m u s -
cles of t h e back, a n d t h e p h y s i c i a n s h a v e decided tha t , for t h e 
p resen t , i t is of s econda ry i m p o r t a n c e , T h e bu l le t took a hori-
zonta l course, b u t n e i t h e r t h e i n t e s t i ne s n o r t h e k i d n e y s were 
i n j u r e d . Of t h i s t h e p h y s i c i a n s a r e confident . If i n f l a m m a t i o n 
shou ld appea r in t h e ne ighborhood of t h e place where t h e b u l l e t 
is bel ieved to h a v e lodged, t h e R o e n t g e n r ay wil l be used to 
loca te t h e bu l l e t , and t h e doctors do not t h i n k t h e r e will be diff icul ty 
i n e x t r a c t i n g it . . 

" T w o p h y s i c i a n s and two t r a i n e d n u r s e s a re w i th t h e Presi-
d e n t c o n s t a n t l y . Al l o t h e r s were exc luded f rom the s ick c h a m b e r 
t h i s m o r n i n g , as i t was found t h a t t h e d i s t i n g u i s h e d pa t i en t could 
no t be r e s t r a ined f rom s p e a k i n g to t h o s e who e n t e r e d t h e room. 
Qu ie t and abso lu te f reedom f rom t h e l eas t exc i t emen t a r e con-
s idered e x t r e m e l y essen t ia l . 

" M r s M c K i n l e y bea r s u p b r ave ly i n h e r sorrow a n d t h e 
p h y s i c i a n s in a t t e n d a n c e feel b u t l i t t l e concern on h e r account . 
A t t h e r e q u e s t of t h e P re s iden t , whose first t h o u g h t s were of he r , 
s h e was told t h a t he was no t s e r ious ly wounded , a n d when s h e 



first saw him he had rallied from the operation, and was suffer ing 
little pain. She was content to leave h is side d u r i n g the n i g h t 
and rest herself . 

" W i t h common impulse to spare the sufferer the annoyance 
tha t noise would inflict, t h e public keeps off the street in the 
neighborhood of the Mi lburn residence. T h e police have no 
trouble to keep the people a t proper distance. A detachment of 
the Four t een th United Sta tes I n f a n t r y was ordered to the house 
from For t Porter. A picket line was established in f ront of the 
house but the sentries found no work to do. Ropes were stretched 
across Delaware Avenue in order to keep teams off tha t thoi -
oughfare . 

T H E M I L B U R N R E S I D E N C E . 

" T h e Milburn residence is a large two and a half story brick 
bui lding. Graceful ivy cl imbs over the front of it, and on the 
large lawn which sur rounds it are a number of pret ty shade trees. 
T h e President lies in the rear room on the .second floor. T h e 
room was chosen because it insured t he most complete quiet. 
Te legraph wires have been led to the stable in the rear of the 
Mi lburn residence and offices opened there. T h e bul le t ins te l l ing 
of the condition of the Pres ident are sent there by Dr. Rixey and 
at once t ransmi t ted to the world. 

" Czolgosz insists t ha t h e alone p lanned the crime which may 
rob the United States of i ts Chief Execut ive, but tha t s ta tement 
is not accepted as true. T h e r e is a belief tha t he was aided by 
o thers in a deliberate plot, and t ha t confederates accompanied him 
to Buffalo and assisted in i ts execution." 

T h i s buoyan t hope t ha t the Pres ident ' s life would be spared 
was encouraged from day to day. T h e Governors of some of the 
Sta tes appointed a day of t hanksg iv ing and rejoicing and a hope-
ful ' feel ing pervaded the entire country. 

" W e t rus t in God, and believe Mr. McKin ley is go ing to 
recover speedily. I know tha t he h a s tha best medical a t tendance 
that can he obtained, and I am perfect ly satisfied tha t these 
doctors are h a n d l i n g the case splendidly. I t is a great pleasure 
to know the deep interest and s y m p a t h y felt by thé American 

people. T h e case is progress ing so favorably that we are very 
happy . " 

Mrs. McKinley , the wife of the President , said th is at the 
Milburn house, j u s t a f ter the three o'clock bul let in of the physi-
cians was issued. T h i s bul let in was t he s t rongest and most 
favorable tha t had been put forward by the physic ians since the 
Pres ident was shot. T h e seventy-two hours , whieh was the l imi t 
t hey had fixed for the development of peri tonit is , had almost ex-
pired, and their confidence had wonderful ly encouraged t he wife 
of the President . 

Mrs. McKin ley was bear ing up wonderfu l ly under the ordeal. 
Stories were published that it had been deemed uuwise to inform 
her of the shooting of her husband ; t ha t she did not know tha t 
an a t tempt had been made on his life, and t ha t she had been told 
he had been in ju red by a fall. T h i s preposterous fiction, carry-
ing with it the inference tha t it was not safe to acquaint Mrs. 
McKinley with the real danger tha t had menaced he r husband, 
aroused in tense indignat ion, and was demolished by the mos t 
sweeping denials. 

B O R E U P W I T H G R E A T C O M P O S U R E . 

As a mat te r of fact, Mrs. McKin ley was informed of the at-
tempt on her husband ' s l ife by Czolgosz wi thin a few hours of 
the firing of the shots. She received the news with calmness, 
and bore u p with heroic composure, be ing much with her hus-
band and hav ing the u tmost fa i th in h is recuperat ive powers. 
T h e s e reports were regarded in Buffalo, not only by the members 
of the Cabinet, bu t by the public general ly , as hear t less and mis-
chievous inventions. 

President McKinley improved so rapidly t ha t on Monday, 
September 9th, i t was confidently believed tha t the danger line 
had been passed. T h e President asked for the dai ly papers and 
for food, which were, of course, denied him. H e j o k i n g l y re-
marked tha t it was hard enough to be shot, wi thout be ing starved 
to death. F o r the first t ime since the shoot ing he spoke of h is 
assai lant , and s a i d : " H e m u s t have been crazy." W h e n told 



t ha t the m a n was an Anarchis t , he said t ha t he hoped h e would 

get fa ir t rea tment . . 
On t he same day, Senator M. A. H a n n a wore a look of 

supreme contentment when h e left the house where the President 
was lying, bravely ba t t l ing with death. H e felt absolutely 
certain tha t the Pres iden t ' s recovery was only a mat te r of a iew 
weeks and he dictated th i s s ta tement to a cor respondent : 

" Y o u m a y say, for the information of the American people, 
t ha t all t he news we have is good news. W e know tha t the 
greatest danger is a l ready past. W e hope t ha t m a few hours 
the Pres ident ' s phys ic ians will announce t ha t h i s case is beyond 
t he possibili ty of a relapse. 

- J u s t say tha t for me, and I t h i n k it will give more satisfac-

tion than if I ta lked a column.1 ' 

" You have no fears t ha t there may be a change for the 

worse ? " I asked. 

S E N A T O R H A N N A ' S D R E A M . 

« T h a t reminds me of a dream I had las t n igh t . You know 
dreams eo by contraries. Wel l , sir, in th is dream I was u p at the 
M U b u m house wai t ing to hea r how the Pres ident was ge t t ing 
a long and everybody was feel ing very good. W e t h o u g h t the 
danger was all past. I was s i t t ing the re t a lk ing wi th General 
Brooke and Mr. Cortelyou, and we were fel ici tat ing ourselves on how well t he phys ic ians had been ca r ry ing the case. 

" S u d d e n l y in m y dream, Dr. McBurney entered the room 
th rough the door l ead ing f rom the sick room with a look of t h e 
u tmost horror and distress on h i s face. I 
pu t t i ng a h a n d on e i ther shoulder , said : W h a t is it, doctor . 

W h a t is i t 7 L e t u s know the worst. ' ' 
« D r McBurney replied : < My dear Senator , it is absolutely 

t he worst tha t could' happen . T h e Pres iden t h a s had a t remen-
dous c h a u l e for the worse. H i s t empera tu re is now 440 degrees 

« f e a s s s w s t t s f c a 
t h i s morning ." 

" I am overjoyed to know tha t eve ry th ing is going all right." 
i u these words, Vice-President Roosevelt signified h is pleas-

ure at the encourag ing reports f rom the sick chamber of Pres ident 
McKinley . H i s m a n n e r indicated that they were hear t fe l t . We 
know now tha t eve ry th ing was not " going right," and t he confi-
dence of Mr. Roosevelt was ill founded. 

T h e Vice-President occupied a position of ex t reme delicacy 
af ter t he Pres ident was shot and uncer ta in ty remained as to the 
resul t of h is wounds . H e fel t the blow so keenly, however, tha t 
no room was lef t in his mind for the t hough t tha t h is enemies 
were watching every word and action in the hope of finding some-
t h i n g which m i g h t be misconst rued to h is disadvantage. His 
first impulse was to come immediate ly to Buffalo, and he did so 
without delay. 

M E S S A G E S O F S Y M P A T H Y . 

A newspaper correspondent fu rn i shes the following : 

" President McKin ley was told tha t from all par t s of the 
world messages of s y m p a t h y had arrived. H e was also told tha t 
the American public had shown grea t grief over his misfor tune, 
and had demonstra ted tha t he holds a s t rong gr ip upon t he affec-
tions of h is fellow count rymen. H e was deeply touched, and said 
tha t he felt himself to be too h igh ly honored. T o Dr. R ixey he 
said t ha t he hoped to recover to show tha t he appreciated all tha t 
had been done for h im. 

" N o t h i n g has caused so deep distress to the fr iends of Presi-
dent McKin ley as t he publicat ion of t he cruel canard tha t Mrs. 
McKin ley has not yet been informed of t he at tack made upon 
he r husband. T h i s publication carries with it t h e impres-
sion tha t the Pres ident ' s wife is in no men ta l condition to realize 
what is going on about her, as i t has been known tha t she had 
seen he r husband each day since h is i n ju ry , and tha t she has 
known of the crowds that ga the r in f ront of the house eager to 
learn of h is condition. 

" T h e t r u t h is tha t Mrs. McKin ley was told a few hours a f te r 
the shooting, and more, she h a s been kep t in no ignorance of h is 



condition since. She is s t ronger to-day than she has been before 
in years, and the physicians are all of the opinion tha t the t ragedy 
has aroused her from that le thargy which was perhaps the prime 
cause of her illness. ; i 

T h e s t rangest feature of the progress tha t has been made 
toward recovery by President McKiuley is tha t he has at no t ime 
shown any symptoms of relapse. After the operation there was 
no s inking spell which usual ly results from such a shock, and 
from the moment tha t his wounds were dressed his progress has 
been steady and satisfactory. Each hour has shown an improve-
ment over the previous one. 

« Dr M c B u m e y said tha t in all his experience as a physician 
he has never known another patient who exhibited so great a 
tendency to respond to medical t rea tment as does President Mc-
Kiuley . ' ' It is marvelous, ' said he, ' and it is worthy of the s tudy 
of men who are capable of unders tanding such matters. ' 

H E R V I S I T S Q U I E T E D H I M . 

" Mrs McKinley was permitted to have more than the h o u r 

w i t h her husband. T h i s was granted for the reason t h a t the 
physicians have found tha t her visits, if anyth ing , had a b e n e -

ficial effect upon the President. H e seems to rest more easily 
when she is with h im than at any other time. She obeys the 
un unction not to permit her husband to talk, and it seems to 
g i v e the President confidence in himself to see tha t his wife is s o 

greatly improved in heal th . 
- She went to his rooms a little before ten o'clock this morn-

ing, and remained there unt i l af ter eleven. After she left h im the 
President asked how long it would be before lie would be per-
mitted to par take of food. Dr. R ixey told h i m that the wounds 
in his stomach would not heal inside of a week or ten days, and 
dur ing tha t t ime it would be impossible for him to take any solid 
substance. T h i s information was far from pleasant, but the 
President made no complaint. 

" The re seems to be no abatement in the interest displayed 
in President McKinley '» condition, and there is certainly no 

abatement in the sympathy of the public. I t is a paradoxical 
condition of affairs tha t the at tempted assassination of President 
McKinley has drawn to Buffalo more people than have been in 
the city at any other t ime since the Pan-American Exposit ion 
opened, and yet, the effect has been to cut the attendance to the 
fair almost fifty per cent. Visi tors seem to be here for the 
purpose of extending sympa thy to the President and to learn of 
his condition. I t is the opinion of the management of the Expo-
sition tha t the at tendance will mend in a few days. 

" At the hour when Buffalouians most general ly retire, the 
announcement was made last n igh t tha t President McKinley 
was constantly improving and that h i s condition was entirely 
satisfactory. Yet, in spite of all this, the crowds refused to be 
satisfied, and all n igh t long they l ingered in the streets near the 
Milburn house. T h e y pushed in as close as the guard would 
permit them, and at the half hour intervals insisted upon sending 
messengers into the newspaper tent to obtain the latest in-
formation. T H O U S A N D S G A T H E R E D O U T S I D E . 

" After each bullet in a few would retire, but others were ready 
to take their places, and at sunrise this morn ing more than two 
thousand persons were within two blocks of the house in which 
the stricken President lies. I t is so cold to-night tha t this will 
hardly be repeated. But so persistent are the demands for the 
latest information that a r rangmeuts have been made with the 
telephone company to give the bullet ins to all who may request 
them T h i s service is continuous, and four telephone stations 
have been set apart for the dissemination of news from the 

Milburn house. . 
" Another indication of confidence m the President s recovery 

was the announcement made by Mr. Buchanan, of the Pan-
American Exposit ion, tha t there would be another President 's 
day before the exhibition closed. I t is proposed to make the 
occasion a festival of rejoicing over the President 's recovery. Mr 
Buchanan did not make the announcement unt i l he. had received 
ra ther positive assurances tha t the President would recover. 
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F r o m these s ta tements i t will be seen how confident were 
those nea res t t he P res iden t t ha t h e wonld recover, and his valua-
ble l i fe would be spared to h is c o u n t r y m e n and t he world. Alas, 

for h u m a n hope ! „ *A 
" I look upon t h e Pres iden t ' s recovery as a s s u r e d , sa d 

L y m a n J. Gage, Secre tary of the T r e a s u r y , at t he Buffalo Club, 
before h i s depar tu re for W a s h i n g t o n . « D , McBurney told m e 
to-day t ha t the wounds in the .s tomach were hea l ing nicely, and 
tha t there was no longer any t h i n g to fear f rom them. 

" T h e r e lias not been the s l ightes t symptom of peritonitis, 
and in fact, there have been absolutely no bad symptoms in the 
case Dr. McBurney told m e t ha t one or two t h i n g s m i g n t 
happen to the bullet , which has not yet been removed. would 
e i ther remain lodged in the muscles of the back, or else it _had 
fal len down into some one of the abdominal spaces I n ei ther 
c a s e no th ing was to be feared from it, un less it should cause 
inflammation, and i n t ha t event it could be located at once and 

removed wi thout difficulty. 

C R I T I C A L P E R I O D . 

» I asked the doctor how long it would be before inflamma-
tion appeared if I should shoot myself in t he leg and the bu let 

there H e told me tha t it would appear within 
S ^ t ^ r t he operation. In the Pres ident ' s case tha t 

p e r i o d h a s been passed, and, as no u n f ^ r a b l , = m s W 
occurred, I believe t ha t n o t h i n g serious is to be feared from tlie 

» « ¿ s f e s r s s i f f s f f i a : 

all go to W a s h i n g t o n , ; s a i d Secretary Gage. " I t 

seems to me t ha t m y place is there . " 

T h e deep interes t mani fes ted in the Pres iden t ' s welfare over-
shadowed e v e r y t h i n g else, even t he Exposi t ion and business. 
Special services were held daily a t St. Pau l ' s Church , where noon-
day p rayers were offered for the Pres iden t ' s recovery. W h e n the 
R i g h t Rev. Bishop W a l k e r began t he service on T u e s d a y the 
church was well filled with worshipers . 

At ten o'clock A b n e r McKin ley , bro ther of the P r e s i d e n t ; 
Wi l l i am Hawk, of Canton, an in t ima te of the Pres ident ' s family, 
and Char les Miller, also of Canton and a cousiii of the President , 
with Colonel W . C. Brown, of New Yerk , came u p the avenue in 
an automobile at l ively speed and were p rompt ly admit ted. 
Later , when Abner McKin ley emphasized the s t a t emen t tha t the 
Pres ident was rapidly improving, the glad t id ings went a long the 
l ine of anxious watchers. 

As Mr. McKin ley ' s b ro ther departed Sena tor H a n n a and 
other fr iends arrived, and presen t ly t he cottage piazza was full of 
guests . Messengers were r u n n i n g with j oy fu l br iskness, and a 
score of cameras were leveled at Mr. H a n n a , who s imply beamed 
on everybody and even addressed pleasant words to the photo-
graphers . 

F A V O R A B L E N E W S . 

W h e n Senator H a n n a lef t the cottage, ha l f an hour later, h is 
face was in smiles, and he walked a rm in a rm with a f r iend down 
the pavement te l l ing every one t ha t the day for anx ie ty had 
passed. Senator F a i r b a n k s and Mr. Dawes, Control ler of the 
Cur rency , emerged from the cottage ten minu t e s later , the i r faces 
also smil ing, and the exclamat ions " S p l e n d i d ! Sp l end id ! Good 
news indeed !" fell f rom the l ips of Sena tor Fa i rbanks . 

A s the rising tempera ture drove the chill of the morn ing 
from the a tmosphere it had a new ra l ly ing effect on the President . 
I n an incredibly short t ime t he news was on every l ip tha t t he 
Pres ident was real ly go ing to recover. T h e tempera ture con-
t inued fa l l ing and the pulse and respirat ion g radua l ly re turned 
toward tha t much longed for point, normal . 

A t noon the Pres ident was said to be asleep, and later his 
condition was reported as improving so rapidly as to make an 



X-ray search for t h e bu l l e t unneces sa ry . A second operat ion 
was no t considered impera t ive , u n l e s s t h e bu l l e t shou ld be f o u n d 
nea r t h e sp ine a n d l iable to cause para lys i s . Al l t hese points 
were discussed wi th s u r p r i s i n g f reedom by t h e crowds s t r u n g 
a long t h e bar r icade n o r t h and sou th of t h e cot tage. 

Vice-Pres iden t Rooseve l t came at noon, and w h e n he le t t t h e 
cot tage h i s m a n n e r indica ted t h a t d a n g e r had passed. H e was 
accosted b y a n e g r o t r i m m i n g a lawn on t h e avenue . 

" M a y I s h a k e y o u r h a n d ? " asked t h e b lack man , as h e 
approached Mr . R o o s e v e l t " Y o u cer ta in ly m a y , " repl ied t h e 
Vice-Pres ident , g r a s p i n g h i s h a n d hear t i ly . T w o ^ i n g n i e n 
wi th d i n n e r pai ls came along, and t hey , too, gree ted t h e \ ice-
President, who shook t h e m warmly b y t h e h a n d 

<< A r e you not a f r a id to be s topped ? » one of t h e m asked. 

H A S N O F E A R . 

" N o " repl ied Mr. Roosevel t , wi th an imat ion . " I hope no 
official i n our c o u n t r y wil l ever be af ra id . Y o u w o r f a n g m c n a re 

h&zxss r m s a s s » 

considerable time wi thou t a t tendance , and both recovered. Yes. 

^ f c ^ ^ ^ S T « a s s u r i n g s t a t e m e n t from 

t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s chamber . 

" P res iden t M c K i n l e y ' s condi t ion con t inues favorable. W h i l e 
t h i s is t rue , and the re is no in ten t ion to give needless a la rm, it is 
no t u n f a i r now to s ay t h a t op t imi sm m a y be carr ied to an ex t r eme . 
T h e Pres ieu t is s t i l l f a r on t h e w r o n g side of t h e l ine of abso lu te 
safe ty . T h i s is e s t ab l i shed by t h e in fo rma t ion given by a mem-
ber of h i s official fami ly , which is to t h e effect t h a t even if Presi-
den t M c K i n l e y con t inues to improve as s teadi ly as h e h a s d u r i n g 
t h e l a s t four days it will not be less t h a n th r ee weeks, a n d proba-
b ly a mon th , before h e can leave Buffalo. 

" So far is it f rom m y i n t e n t i o n to give cause for a l a rm 
conce rn ing P res iden t M c K i n l e y t h a t I will s ay t h a t all news f rom 
h i m to-day was good news. T h e P r e s i d e n t is becoming s t ronge r 
every hour . H e is now able to move h imse l f about in bed with 
l i t t l e diff icul ty. 

L I K E L Y T O C A R R Y T H E B U L L E T . 

" T h a t h e will p robab ly ca r ry t h e bu l l e t of t h e a s sass in with 
h i m to t h e grave, is t h e opinion of Dr. C h a r l e s M c B u r n e y . I n a 
s t a t emen t t h i s m o r n i n g a f t e r t h e consu l ta t ion of the p h y s i c i a n s 
h e said t h a t un le s s t h e bu l l e t embedded in t h e musc le s of the 
back caused t rouble t he re would be no necess i ty to ex t rac t it. I n 
h i s opinion, it would not even be located with t h e X-ray . N o t h i n g 
could be gained by t h e use of t h e X- ray , he said, except t h e 
sa t is fact ion of cur iosi ty . P r e s iden t M c K i n l e y h a s been pe rmi t t ed 
severa l t imes to-day to d r i n k water , t h e first h e h a s h a d s ince the 
a t t emp t was made upon h i s life. T h e a m o u n t g iven h a s been 
smal l , bu t t h a t he h a s received a n y indica tes the confidence of 
h i s phys i c i ans . 

" N o u r i s h m e n t in a l iquid form is a lso be ing admin i s t e r ed 
to h i m in t h e n o r m a l m a n n e r a u d wi thout t h e s l i gh t e s t ill effect. 
T h i s is considered one of the best s y m p t o m s of h i s convalescence. 
G r a d u a l l y t h i s l iquid n o u r i s h m e n t will be s t r e n g t h e n e d , and if 
t he re are no se tbacks it will be on ly a few d a y s before Mr. Mc-
K i n l e y will be allowed solid food. A t first it wi l l be only in 
inf in i te ly sma l l quant i t i es , bu t if no ill effects follow t h e a m o u n t 
will be increased as the p h y s i c i a n s t h i n k bes t . 

" Rea l i z ing t h e in tense in te res t t h a t ex i s t s on the pa r t of t h e 



public in every th ing tha t per tains to P r e s e n t ftKKtnley t h e 
authorit ies t o i a y gave permission to an art is t t o sketch within 
the Mi lburn house H e was not permit ted to enter the room 
where the President rests, but tha t room was careful ly desenbed 
to h im by those who do go m and out. 

" G r e a t interest in current events is b e i n g manifested b j 

President McKinley, bu t t hus far all 
s i d e t h e r o o m h e o c c u p i e s h a s b e e n k e p t f r o m h i m . W f 

h a p s n o h a r m w o u l d c o m e f r o m h i s b e i n g i n f o r m e d o f t h e ^ w o r l d s 

d o i n g s , i t i s d e e m e d w i s e f o r t h e p r e s e n t t o g i v e h i m a s l i t t l e a s 

been allowed to see h im except Mrs. 
McKinley Secretary Cortelyou and the physicians. Even Mrs. 
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make the examinat ion at any part icular time goes iu alone and 
makes a report to the others. 

" Dur ing the visits of Mrs. McKinley to the President 's bed-
side there has been no discussion of the attempted assassination. 
Mrs. McKinley, however, is in possession of all the facts connected 
with it. Almost immediately af ter the President was removed 
from the Exposition grounds to the Milburn residence, the opera-
tion being over, she was taken by Dr. Rixey to his room and she 
then knew all but the most har rowing details. T h e news was 
broken to her as gent ly as possible, but no effort was made to 
conceal the main facts from her . 

" H e r s t rength, courage and cheerfulness have been the 
marvel of all those who know her best, bu t they have feared she 
would by this t ime break down under t h e strain. Yet she seems 
s tronger to-day than ever and never had been more self-contained 
and cheerful than when she visited the President this af ternoon." 

W H A T A D E T E C T I V E S A I D . 

In an interview, Secret Service Detective Ireland, who, with 
Detectives Foster and Gallagher , were near the President when 

the shots were fired, sa id : 
" I t is incorrect, as has been stated, tha t the least fear of an 

assault was entertained by the Presidential party. Since the 
Spanish W a r the President has traveled all over the country, and 
has met people everywhere. In Canton he walks to church and 
downtown without the sign of secret service men of any kind, 
as an escort. I n Washing ton he walks about the Whi t e House 
grounds, drives out freely, and has enjoyed much freedom from 
the presence of detectives. . 

" I t has been my custom to stand back of the President, and 
ius t to his left, so that I could see the r ight hand of every person 
approaching, but yesterday I was requested to s tand opposite the 
President so t ha t Mr. Milburn could s tand to the left and intro-
duce the people who approached. T h a t way I was unable to get 
a good look at everyone's r ight hand. 

" A few moments before Czolgosz approached, a man came 



along with three fingers of his r i gh t hand bed m a bandage and 
he had shaken hands with h is left . W h e n Czolgosz came u p I 
notieed he was a boyish looking fellow, with an innocent face 
perfectly calm, and I also noticed tha t his r ight hand was wrapped 

i n w h a t a p p e a r e d t o b e a b a n d a g e . 

" I watched him closely, bu t was interrupted by the man n 
front of him, who held on to the President 's h a n d an unusual ly 
w time T h i s man appeared to be an Italian, and wore a short, 
hea°vy b L k mustache. H e was persistent and it was necessary 
for me to push h im along so tha t the others could reach the 

P r e " as he released the President 's hand, and as the Presi-
dent was reaching for the hand of the assassin, there were two 
0 " c k s h o t s S t f r t l ed for a moment, I looked up and saw the 
Pres ident draw his right hand up under his coat 
and, p r e s s i n g h i s l ips together, give Czolgosz the most scoruiul 
aud contemptuous look possible to imagine. 

" T H E B I G C O L O R E D M A N . 

.. At the same t ime I reached for the young man 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Last Hours of the President—" It is God's Way, His Will 
be Done"—Anxious Multitudes Await the Sorrowful 
Tidings-—Universal Grief and Sympathy. 

ON Friday morning, September thir teenth, the unexpected intel-
ligence was sent forth to the world that President McKinley 

had suffered a serious relapse and was at dea th ' s door. T h e news 
came with greater force from the fact tha t th rough five preceding 
days the bul le t ins from the sick room had been so encouraging 
and satisfactory. 

All the hopes that had been inspired of the i l lustr ious 
pat ient 's recovery were suddenly ext inguished. T h e country may 
be said to have almost held its breath d u r i n g the day, which closed 
with the gloomy announcement tha t the Pres ident could not live. 
T h e suspense was universal and gloom was wri t ten 011 every face. 

Mil-burn House, Buffalo, N. Y., Sept. 14.—President McKinley 
died at the Mi lburn house at 2.15 A. M. in the morn ing of Sep-
tember 14th. H e has been unconscious since 7.50 P. M. His 
last conscious hour on earth was spent with the wife to whom he 
devoted a lifetime of care H i s last words were an humble sub-
mission to the will of the God in whom he believed. H e was 
reconciled to the cruel fate to which an assassin 's bullet had con-
demned him, and faced death in the same spiri t of calmness and 
poise which marked h is long and honorable career. 

His relatives and the members of his official family were at 
the Milburn house, except Secretary Wilson, who did not avail 
himself of the opportunity, and some of his personal and political 
iriends took leave of him. T h i s painful ceremony was simple. His 
friends came to the door of the sick room, took a longing glance 
at him and turned tearful ly away. He was practically unconscious 
dur ing this time. But the powerful hear t s t imulants , including 
oxygen, were employed to restore him to consciousness for his 
final par t ing with his wife. He asked for her, and she sat at his 



along with three fingers of his r i g h t h a n d tied m a bandage and 
he had shaken h a n d s with h i s left . W h e n Czolgosz came u p I 
notieed he was a boyish looking fellow, with an innocent face 
perfect ly calm, and I also noticed t ha t h is r igh t hand was wrapped 

in what appeared to be a bandage. 
" I watched h im closely, bnt was in te r rupted by t he m a n n 

front of him, who held on to the Pres ident ' s h a n d an unusua l ly 
w t ime T h i s m a n appeared to be an I t ahan , and wore a short, 
hea'vy U a c k mustache . H e was persistent and i t was necessary 
for me to push h im along so t ha t t he o thers could reach the 

P r e " as he released the Pres ident ' s hand , and as the Presi-
dent was reaching for t he hand of the assassin, the re were two 
0 "ck shots s t a l e d for a moment , I looked u p and saw the 
Pres iden t draw his right hand u p under h is coat 
and, p r e s s i n g h i s l ips together, give Czolgosz the most scorniul 
aud contemptuous look possible to imagine. 

" T H E BIG COLORED M A N . 

.. At the same t ime I reached for the y o u n g man L d cang^ t 

l l l i e D « immed ia t e ly a dozen men fell upon t he assassin and bore 

h i m t o " V i l e on the floor C ^ g ^ ^ 

l t waS knocked from Ins tart J k e d u p a n d p u t 

^ t o \ h e s t L n « would 

not say a word, but seemed grea t ly agitated-

C H A P T E R X I I I . 

L a s t H o u r s of t h e P r e s i d e n t — " I t is G o d ' s W a y , H i s W i l l 
b e D o n e " — A n x i o u s M u l t i t u d e s A w a i t t he S o r r o w f u l 
T i d i n g s — U n i v e r s a l Gr ief a n d S y m p a t h y . 

ON Fr iday morning, September th i r teenth , the unexpected intel-
l igence was sent forth to the world tha t President McKin ley 

had suffered a serious relapse and was at dea th ' s door. T h e news 
came with greater force from the fact tha t t h r o u g h five preceding 
days the bul le t ins from the sick room had been so encourag ing 
and satisfactory. 

All the hopes tha t had been inspired of t he i l lus t r ious 
pat ient ' s recovery were sudden ly ex t inguished . T h e count ry may 
be said to have almost held i ts brea th d u r i n g the day, which closcd 
with the gloomy announcement t ha t t he P res iden t could not live. 
T h e suspense was universal aud gloom was wri t ten on every face. 

Milburn House ,Buf fa lo ,N. Y., Sept . 14.—President McKin ley 
died at the Mi lbu rn house at 2.15 A. M. in the m o r n i n g of Sep-
tember 14th. H e has been unconscious since 7.50 P. M. H i s 
last conscious hour on ear th was spent with t he wife to whom he 
devoted a l ifet ime of care H i s las t words were an humble sub-
mission to the will of the God in whom he believed. H e was 
reconciled to the cruel fate to which an assass in ' s bul le t had con-
demned him, and faced death in the same spir i t of ca lmness and 
poise which marked h i s long and honorable career. 

His relat ives and the members of h is official fami ly were at 
the Milburn house, except Secretary Wilson, who did not avail 
himself of the opportuni ty, and some of h is personal and political 
ir iends took leave of him. T h i s pa infu l ceremony w as simple. H i s 
friends came to the door of the sick room, took a long ing glance 
at h im and turned tear fu l ly away. H e was practically unconscious 
du r ing th is time. But the powerful hea r t s t imulants , inc luding 
oxygen, were employed to restore h im to consciousness for h is 
final pa r t ing with h is wife. H e asked for her, and she sat at h is 



side and he ld h i s hand. H e consoled her and hade h e r good-bye. 
She went t h r o u g h the hear t t r y i n g seene with t he same bravery 
and fort i tude wi th which she bore t he grief of the t r agedy winch 

^ t e f e e t o ' c l o c k it was clear to those at the Pres ident ' s bed-
side tha t h e was d y i n g and preparat ions were made for the las t 
sad offices of farewell from those who were nearest and d e a r e s t o 
h im O x y g e n had been adminis tered steadily, bu t with l i t t le 
e f e t in keep ing back t he approach of death. T h e Pres ident 
came out of one period of unconsciousness only to relapse into 
S l i e r Bu t in "this period, when his mind was par t ia l ly clear 
occurred a series of events of p rofundly t o u c h i n g charac e r 
Downstairs , wi th s t ra ined and tear stained faces, members of t he 
Cabinet were grouped in anxious wait ing. 

K N E W T H E E N D W A S N E A R . 

T h e y knew the end was near, and t ha t the t ime h a d come 
when they m u s t see h i m for t he las t t ime on ea r th . T h i s was 
X u t 6 o'clock. One by one they ascended the s t a . r w a y -
S r e t a r y Root, Secre tary Hi tchcock and At torney Genera l Knox . 
Secre tary Wi l son a l s o was there , b u t he h e U b a c k , no v n j n g 
to see the Pres ident in h i s last agony. T h e r e was o n l y a 

t h r o a t s . ^ ^ ^ ^ j | i c i a n S r a l l i e d h i m t o 

A l t e r t n e > . k e d a l i n o s t i m m e d i a t e l y t h a t 

c o n s c i o u n e s s , a n d t h e P r e s i d e n t a s K e a b k i n t o t h e 

S f l^X^^J^S she bore u p b r a v e , 

i m d T h e P r ^ i d t t in h is l as t period of consciouness, which ended 
a b o u ^ 40, chanted t he words of t he h y m n , " Nearer , M y God, to 

Thee , " and his last audible conscious words as taken down b y Dr. 
Mann at the bedside were : 

" Good-bye, all, good-bye. It is God's way. H i s will be done." 
T h e n his mind began to wander, and soon af terward h e com-

pletely lost consciousness. H i s l ife was prolonged for hours by 
the adminis t ra t ion of oxygen, and the Pres ident finally expressed 
a desire to be allowed to die. About 8.30 t he adminis t ra t ion of 
oxygen ceased and the pulse grew fainter and fainter . H e was 
s ink ing g radua l ly l ike a child into the e ternal s lumber . By 10 
o'clock the pulse could 110 longer be felt in his extremit ies , and 
they g rew cold. Below stairs the grief s t r icken ga the r ing waited 
sadly for the end. 

All t he evening those who had has tened here as fast as steel 
and s team could car ry them continued to arrive. T h e y drove up 
in carr iages at a gal lop or whisked u p in automobiles, all in ten t 
upon ge t t i ng here before death came. One of the last to arrive 

-was At torney General Knox , who reached the house at 9.30. H e 
was permit ted to go ups ta i rs to look for t he las t t ime on the 
face of h is chief. 

" T H E P R E S I D E N T IS D Y I N G . " 

At 9.37 Secretary Cortelyou, who had been much of the t ime 
with his d y i n g chief, sent out formal notification t ha t the Presi-
dent was dying. But the Pres ident l ingered on, h is pulse growing 
fa in ter and fainter . 

T h e r e was no need for official bul le t ins af ter this. Those 
who came from the house at intervals told the same s tory—that t he 
President was dying, and tha t t he end m i g h t come at any time. 
H i s t remendous vi ta l i ty was the only r ema in ing factor in the 
resul t , and th is gave hope only of brief postponement of the end. 
Secretary Root and Secretary Wilson came from the house about 
midnight , and paced u p and down the sidewalk. Al l tha t Secre-
t a ry Root said was : " T h e n igh t h a s not ye t come." 

Despite the fact tha t vital i ty cont inued to ebb as midn igh t 
approached no efforts were spared to keep t he spark of life glow-
ing. Dr- Janeway, of New York city, arr ived at the Buffalo depot 



at 11.40 o'clock. George U r b a n was wai t ing for him, and they 
drove at a b reakneck pace to the Mi lbu rn honse. H e was shown 
to t he Pres iden t ' s room at once, and began an examinat ion of the 
almost i nan ima te form. 

Secretary of t he N a v y Long arr ived at the Mi lbu rn house at 
10 06 o 'c lock T h i s was h i s first visit to the city, and h e h a d the 
ex t reme sat isfact ion of see ing t he Pres ident alive, even t h o u g h 
he was not conscious of h i s visi tor 's presence. Secre tary Long 
was visibly effected. 

LOOKING A N X I O U S L Y FOR R O O S E V E L T . 

T h e r e was no possibili ty t ha t Mr. Roosevelt would get to 
Buffalo F r i d a y n ight . Ans l ey Wilcox, who en te r ta ined the \ ice-
President , said to inquirers t ha t the bes t information he had was 
that Mr. Roosevelt would arr ive nex t day. H e said t ha t t he \ ice-
Pres ident would be unable to reach a railroad s ta t ion much_before 
4 o'clock nex t morning , and that would b r ing h im to Buffalo 
about noon on Sa tu rday . Mr. Wilcox said, m explanat ion of 

M r Roosevelt 's be ing so far out of touch : 
« T h e Vice Pres ident was at a i ; t imes very optimistic and 

when h e went away was absolutely positive t h a t the Pres ident 
w o u l d recover, and t ha t the convalescence would be rapid. H e 
cer ta inly never expected to-day's sad occurrences 

Shor t ly af ter m i d n i g h t the Pres ident ' s b rea th ing was barely 

perceptible: H i s pulse had pract ical ly ceased, and 
were cold. It was recognized tha t n o t h i n g r e m a ned bu t the last 
s t ruggle , and some of the f r iends of t he family who had remained 
t h r o u g h t he day, began to leave t he house, not car ing to be 
T v r e s e n t at the final scenes. , 
P S u c h an in tense s t a t e of anx ie ty exis ted a m o n g the watchers 
tha t r u m o r s gained f r equen t circulation tha t death a l r e a d y - t o i 
ac tual ly ocerfrred. T h e arr ival of t he coroner gave n s e to one of 
such rumors , and numerous g roundless 
i n g t ha t t h e end h a d come. These were speed i ly set at rest by 
an Official s ta tement from wi th in the house t h a t t he reports of 
death were groundless , and tha t the Pres ident still lived. 

Coroner Wilson said tha t h e had been ordered by the District 
At torney of the county to go to the Mi lburn residence as soon as 
possible a f t e r the announcement of death. H e had seen a reput-
able local paper issued, with t he announcement tha t the Presi-
dent died at 11.06 P. M., and had hur r i ed u p so tha t there would 
be no delay in removing the body. H e was very much chagr ined 
when Dr. Mann met h im at t he door and told h im tha t his services 
were not required and t ha t lie would be notified when he was 
wanted. Dr. Mann said tha t t he Pres iden t was still alive 
and tha t Dr. J aneway was e x a m i n i n g the hea r t action. T h e r e 
was real ly 110 hope, but t hey did not desire gruesome antici-
pation. 

One of the members of the Cabinet who came from the house 
at 2 o'clock for a stroll a long the f ront walk said a meet ing of the 
Cabinet would be held probably iu t he morn ing to take such 
action as would be required by the c i rcumstances . H e said the 
expectation of the Cabinet was tha t t he r emains would be taken 
to Wash ing ton , and then lie in s ta te in the Capitol, a f terwards 
going to Canton for final in terment . 

F E L L INTO A G E N T L E S L U M B E R . 

Pres ident McKin ley ' s death was ent i re ly painless. H e had 
been s i nk ing gradual ly b u t steadily t h r o u g h the ent i re night , and 
for almost four hours had been unconscious. W h e n t he end 
finally came, Dr. R i x e y alone of the phys ic ians was with him, but 
so gradua l was the approach of death tha t it is difficult to say the 
exact second he breathed his last . Dr. Rixey, s t and ing by the 
bedside, held the Pres ident ' s hand, felt for t he pu l se t ha t was 
imperceptible, bending forward he felt t he Pres ident ' s hea r t and 
l istened for the brea th tha t was not drawn, and then announced 
the end. 

W h e n the announcement was first made to Mrs. McKin ley 
tha t he r husband could not live, she seemed to be res igned and 
bore u p bravely, but as the ful l significance of he r loss came upon 
her, she gave way under the s t ra in , and at the t ime of her hus-
band ' s death she was under t he care of a physic ian and nurses . 



I t was feared tha t she will recover from the loss of her husband 
with difficulty, if at all. 

Immedia te ly af ter t he death of Pres ident McKiuley , Secre-
t a ry Cortelyou came out of the Mi lburn house and to the vis i t ing 
newspaper men announced t he end. A te legram had been sent 
to President Roosevelt and an a t tempt was made to intercept h im 
on his journey . A call was issued for a Cabinet meet ing ear ly in 
t he morning. 

T h e announcemen t of the death to the members of the Cabi-
net was made by W e b b Hayes , who said : " I t is all over." 

Mrs. McKin ley las t saw her h u s b a n d between n and 12. At 
t ha t t ime she sat by t he bedside ho ld ing h i s hand. T h e mem-
bers of the Cabinet were admit ted to the sick room s ingly at tha t 
t ime. T h e actual death probably occurred about two o'clock, i t 
be ing understood tha t Dr. R i x e y delayed the announcement 
momentar i ly to assure himself. 

GREAT E X C I T E M E N T ON T H E A V E N U E . 

T h e announcement of t he news to those wai t ing below was 
postponed unt i l t he members of the family had withdrawn. 
T h r o u g h Secretary Cortelyou the wai t ing newspaper men received 
the notification. I n a trice there was t he k e e n e s t exci tement on 
the broad avenue, bu t the re was no semblance of disorder. 

W h e n t he news was impar ted to those down stairs a great s igh 
of angu i sh went u p from the s t rong men the re assembled. T h e 
members of t he Cabinet, Senators and close f r iends remained but 
a few minutes . T h e n , with mourn fu l tread and bowed heads, j 
t hey came ou t into t he darkness and went away. T h e r e was not 
one among them with d ry eyes, and some moaned in an agony ot 

g l l e f T h e mi l i t a ry guard was a u g m e n t e d immedia te ly upon the 
announcement . " T h e wai t ing crowds melted away rapidly, g iv ing • 
expression in unmis t akab le te rms to the great sorrow they f e l t 
W i t h i n a brief space of t ime the newspaper men, the police, t he 
sentr ies of the guard, and those whose dut ies kep t them abroad, 
were the only persons in evidence within the immediate vicinity. 
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Senator Bur roughs s a id : " T h e Pres ident ' s death seemed to be 
painless. H e seemed to fall into calm and peaceful repose." 

W i t h the momenta ry exci tement incident upon the announce-
ment at an end, the entire scene became one of unmis takab le and 
deep mourning . As if na tu r e lent i ts aid to the gr iev ing crowds, 
a dense fog settled like a pall over the city. T h e Milburn house 
became a tomb of silence. L igh t s not ex t inguished were 
dimmed, visitors were denied admit tance and the mourn ing 
family and their more in t imate fr iends were speedily left alone 
with the i r dis t inguished dead. 

O F F I C I A L A N N O U N C E M E N T . 

W h e n the blow fell and official announcement came tha t 
President McKinley had passed away at 2.15 o'clock, the crowds 
which had been on the streets, rest lessly and sorrowful ly 
awai t ing news of the end, had retired for t he n ight , as had all the 
Government officials save a few clerks at t he State , W a r and N a v y 
Depar tments . Secretary H a y had given directions what should 
be done, and Ac t ing Chief Clerk Mart in and other employes, as 
soon as they received official confirmation of the news, immedi-
ately indicted cablegrams to each and every United Sta tes Ambas-
sador and Minister, no t i fy ing them that Pres ident McKin ley died 
at 2.15 o'clock in the morning, in Buffalo, and ins t ruc t ing them 
so to inform the Governments to which they were accredited. 

T h e r e were no details in the messages—noth ing bu t th is 
brief announcement—and they were identical in language , except 
in the names of the persons addressed. T h e Ambassadors and 
Minis ters were expected to communicate the information in t u r n 
to the United Sta tes Consular officers wi thin the l imi ts of 
the i r posts. In cases of countr ies l ike Aus t ra l ia and Canada, 
where the Uni ted Sta tes Government is not represented in a diplo-
matic capacity, messages of l ike character were sent to t he 
Uni ted Sta tes Consuls General, who were to repeat them to the 
Consuls. T h e original message was s igned by Secretary H a y , 
Mr. Babcock, h is pr ivate secretary, hav ing t aken it f rom the 
Sta te Depar tmen t to t he Secretary 's home for tha t purpose. 
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d e p a r t m e n t s . T h e o r d e r o f t h e W a r D e p a r t m e n t w a s p r e p a r e d 

I t l a s d r a f t e d o n l i n e s s i m i l a r t o t h a t i s s u e d w h e n P r e s i d e n t ^ 

field w a s s t r i c k e n . I t w a s t e l e g r a p h e d t o S e c r e t a r y R o o t f o r h » 
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d S n L n d d e p a r t m e n t c o m m a n d e r s i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , h e 

P h i l i p p i n e s , C u b a , P o r t o R i c o a n d A l a s k a , a n d a n n o u n c e d t h e 

d e a t h o f P r e s i d e n t M c K i n l e y , a n d d i r e c t e d t h a t a 1 1 w o r k b e s u s -

p e n d e d f o r t h e d a y , a l l flags t o b e a t h a l f s t a f f , a n d t h a t h i r t e 

g u n s b e - f i r e d i n t h e m o r n i n g a n d o n e a t i n t e r v a l s o f h a l f a n h o u r 

a n d f o r t y - f i v e g u n s a t s u n s e t . 

A G U A R D OF HONOR. 
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D u r i n g t h e ^ e r i o d o f g ^ r a l r e j o i c i n g , m a r k e d b y t h e r ^ r U o f 

t h e P r e s i d e n t ' s i m p r o v e m e n t , p u b l i c f e e l i n g a g a i n s t C z o l g o s , 
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S i t i b i t t e r n e s s r e t u r n e d w h e n i t b e c a m e e v i d e n t 

h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t m u s t d i e , a n d t h e t e m p e r o f t h e p e o p l e 
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l a c h frth b u l l e t i n , c a r r y i n g o n l y b a d n e w s , b r o u g h t o u t e x p r e , 

sions agains t Czolgosz. Super in tendent of Police Bull he ld t he 
full police depar tment in reserve, and made liis p lans so tha t 300 
men could be assembled at police headquar te rs in five ratnutes' 
notice. 

Af te r communicat ion with Super in t enden t Bull, Colonel M. 
Welch ordered out the Sixty-fif th and Seventy-fourth R e g i m e n t s 
of the Nat ional Guard. These reg iments were assembled at thei r 
a rsenals at 8.15 o'clock, and stood a rmed in readiness to any call. 
Colonel Welch , who commands t he Sixty-f i f th Regiment , said 
that he and Colonel Fox, of the Seventy-fonrth , had agreed 011 
th is course. " I have ordered the reg iments to assemble at the 
armories on m y own responsibi l i ty ," said Colonel Welch . ' ' T h e y 
will be prepared to respond to any call f rom the Super in tenden t 
of Police or t he Mayor to quel l riot or dis turbance, to protect 
police headquar te rs and to ma in ta in law and order in the c i ty ." 

R E G I M E N T S ON D U T Y . 

T h e members of t he two reg iments were summoned to the i r 
armories by messenger , t e legraph and proclamation in theatres 
and public places. T h i s news only helped to divert a t tent ion 
from the d y i n g President to t he cell which held h i s assassin. 
Super in tendent Bull issued a public s ta tement , in which he said 
he was prepared to chcck, by force if necessary, any demonstra-
tion tha t m i g h t be made by the people aga ins t the prisoner. 

" Crowds will not be allowed to congregate on the s t reets ," 
said Super in tendent Bull, " a n d should people ga the r in any con-
siderable number s in the vicinity of police headquar ters , they 
will be dispersed prompt ly . W e do not propose to allow our 
prisoner to be t aken from us, and will meet force with force. T h e 
pr isoner will not be removed from police headquar te rs to the ja i l . 
W e are able to protect him, and we have the Sixty-f if th and 
Seventy-fourth Reg imen t s unde r a rms if we need them. No 
ma t t e r how das tard ly th is man ' s crime is, we intend, for the good 
name of the American people, to keep h im safe for the vengeance 
of t he law." 

T h a t these preparat ions were qui te necessary became apparent 
17 
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b y 8.30 o'clock at n ight , when the people had | 
J c i n i t y Of police headquar te r s in such number s t h a h e s reets 
1ère blocked and impassable. T h e police roped off al l t he streets 

B u l l a n d t h e o t h e r p o l i c e o f f i c i a l s . 

L A S T D A Y ' S B U L L E T I N S . 

T h e reader will be interested in t he bu l le t ins issued on t he 

day preceding the Pres iden t ' s d e a t B g t y s i c i a n s a t 
T h e following was i ssued by t he r r e s i a e v 

9 A ' < M Thc Pres iden t ' s condition h a s somewhat improved d u r i n g 

t h e p a s t f e w b o u r s . T h e r e is 
H e ^ H e r m a n Mynter , 

E u g e n e Wasd in , Char les G. S t o c k t o n . ^ ^ ^ g ! 

« S e c r e t a r y t o t h e P r e s i d e n t . " 

. , 1 2 , 0 p . M - T h e P ^ f ^ t r / o X Ï Wl îe t im 
condition is p r a c t i c a l l y n n c h a n g e d s i n c e ^ t h e 

H e is s leeping quiet ly. u g e c r e t a r y t 0 t h e President ." 

T h e following bu l le t in was' issued by t he Pres iden t ' s physi-

C i a n " ï h e P r i s s e n t h a s more t h a n he ld h i s owu since morning, 

LAST HOURS OF T H E PRESIDENT. 26» 

and h i s condition just if ies the expectat ion of f u r t h e r improvement . 
H e is better t h a n yesterday at th i s t ime. Pulse , 123 ; tempera-
ture, 99.4. 

" P. M. Rixey , M. D. Mann, H e r m a n Mynter , E u g e n e Wasd in , 
George G. Stockton. " G E O R G E B. C O R T E L Y O U , 

" Secre tary to the Pres ident ." 

Secretary Cortelyou walked over to t he press headquar te rs shor t ly 
a f te r the bullet in dated 2.30 P. M. was issued, and explained tha t 
the sentence in the bullet in, " he is be t te r t h a n yes te rday at th i s 
t ime," should be str icken out. W h e n t he phys ic ians were prepar-
i n g t he bulletin, h e said, t hey had in mind the Pres ident ' s condi-
t ion T h u r s d a y u p to midnight . I t will be remembered t ha t it was 
j u s t before tha t t ime when the first very a l a r m i n g int imat ion 
began to come from the sick room about t he impossibi l i ty of 
scour ing from the Pres ident ' s s tomach t he undiges ted food, which 
not only threa tened to contaminate the system, bu t which caused 
h im exceedingly grea t discomfort. Resor t had been had to a 
drast ic bolus of calomel and oil. J u s t at m i d n i g h t th i s radical 
remedy had i ts effect, and t he movement of t he bowels came, 
b r ing ing with it an immediate lowering of pulse and great relief. 

NO E N C O U R A G E M E N T . 

" 4 P. M.—The Pres ident ' s phys ic ians report t ha t h e is on ly 
s l igh t ly improved since t h e las t bul le t in . T h e pulse and tem-
perature remain the same as at t ha t hour . 

" G E O R G E B . C O R T E L Y O U , 

" Secre tary to t he Pres ident ." 

"5 .35 P. M.—The Pres ident ' s physic ians report t ha t h is con-
dition is grave at this hour . H e is suf fe r ing f rom ex t reme pros-
trat ion. O x y g e n is be ing given. H e responds to s t imulat ion bu t 
poorly. Pulse, 125 ; respiration, 40. 

" G E O R G E B . C O R T E L Y O U , 

" Secretary to t h e Pres ident ." 

"6 .30 P. M — T h e Pres ident ' s physic ians report tha t h is 
condition is most serious, in spite of vigorous s t imulat ion. T h e 



depression eontinnes and is profonnd. Unless it ean be relieved 

the end is only a quest ion of t ime. 
" G E O R G E B . C O R T E L Y O U , 

" S e c r e t a r y to t he Pres ident . " 

Hone and fear a l ternated all day a m o n g t he watchers in and 
around t he Mi lburn house. Eve ry f r a g m e n t of informat ion was 
eager ly sought in t he hope t ha t i t m i g h t be construed to mean 
t ha t t he danger had passed, and t ha t reasonable hope of the Presi-
den t ' s recovery m i g h t be enter tained. Members of t he Pres ident s 
family, t he physicians, t he officials of the Federal Government , 
and all who passed in and out of t he house d u r i n g the day were 
quest ioned as to the Pres ident ' s condition, bu t l i t t le of an encour-
a g i n g n a t u r e could be learned. T h e t r u t h was too evident to be 
pissed over or concealed. T h e Pres ident ' s l ife was h a n g i n g £ 
t h e balance. T h e watchers felt t ha t any moment m i g h t come the 
announcement of a change which would foreshadow the end. 

W A S T A K I N G N O U R I S H M E N T . 

W h e n the s l ight improvement noted in t he early^bullet ins 
was main ta ined d u r i n g the afternoon, and i t was l e a r n e d t h a t t h e 
Pres iden t was t a k i n g smal l quant i t ies of nour i shment , hope rose 
t ha t he^vould pass t he crisis in safety. Everybody knew, and no 
a t t empt was made to conceal it, t ha t the coming n i g h t would m 
a h u m a n probabil i ty decide whether t he President was to liv or 
die I t was known t h a t he was be ing kep t alive by hea r t s t imu 
lants , and t h a t t he physic ians h a d obtained a supply of oxygen, 

to be adminis tered if t he worst came. _ 
D u r i n g t he day Pres ident McKin ley was conscious when h e 

was no sleeping. E a r l y in t he morn ing when h e woke h e looked 
Tut of t h e 2 d o w and saw tha t t he sky was overcast wi th .heavy 
d o u d s " I t is not so b r igh t as it was yesterday," said he. H i s 
eves t h e n caugh t t he waving leaves of t he t rees g l i s ten ing with 
S . T h e i r b r i gh t green evidently made an agreeable impression 

U p 0 t l " i T i s p leasan t to see t hem," said he feebly. 
As fas t as s t eam could b r i n g them the members of the Presi 

dent ' s Cabinet, b is relat ives and t he physicians, who had le f t 
Buffalo, convinced t ha t t he Pres ident would recover, were whirled 
back to th is city. T h e y went a t once to the house in which he 
was l y i n g and the information which they obtained there was of a 
n a t u r e to heighten, r a t h e r t h a n to relieve the i r fears. Al l n i g h t 
t he doctors had worked in t he sick room to keep the Pres ident 
alive. 

Day broke with a gloom}' sky and a pour ing ra in broken b y 
f requen t burs t s of gus ty downpours. I t seemed as t h o u g h n a t u r e 
was sympa th iz ing with the gloom which sur rounded the ivy-clad 
house, about which the sentr ies were s teadily march ing . Sec-
re ta ry Cortelyou and Mr. Mi lbu rn had announced at ha l f -pas t 4 
o'clock tha t the efforts of the doctors had produced a ral ly. Mrs . 
M c K i n l e y was then s leeping and grea t care was t aken to prevent 
he r from being awakened. 

H I S N A T U R A L S L E E P . 

Pres ident McKin ley fell asleep a t ha l f past 5 o'clock, and 
slept for an hour . Dr. W a s d i u said tha t th i s was t h e most 
na tu ra l sleep t ha t h e had had d u r i n g the n igh t . 

Secretary Hi tchcock and Mr. Mi lburn appeared soon af ter 
the President awoke at half-past 6 o'clock. T h e y said t ha t bo th 
Dr. R i x e y and Dr. Stockton believed the Pres ident still had a 
fighting chance. 

Almost as soon as it became l igh t men and women began to 
ga the r at the ropes which have been s t re tched across the s t reets 
a block away in each direction from the Mi lburn house. A s the 
day bore on the crowds increased, and were even grea te r than 
t h e y were 011 the day a f te r t he Pres ident was shot. 

I t was du r ing the ear ly hours of the m o r n i n g t ha t the Presi-
dent ' s s ink ing spell was a t i ts worst, and bu t l i t t le encourage-
m e n t was drawn f rom the bu l le t ins issued a t 9 o'clock. I t was 

J noted t ha t whilst the 'Pres ident ' s t empera tu re had fal len h i s pulse 
had risen five beats in the minute , f rom 123 to 128, which showed 
tha t h is hear t was bea t ing l ike the t i ck ing of a watch. T h e con-
clusion was drawn tha t the apparen t improvement in his condi-

m 



t ion was due solely to t he action of t he digitalis, s t rychn ine and 
other medicine t h a t had been given h im to sus ta in t he hea r t 
action. 

Senator H a n n a , who went to Cleveland, j ub i l an t iu the cer-
t a in ty t h a t t he P res iden t was going to get well, and tha t he 
m i g h t safely a t tend t he mee t ing of t he G. A. R. in h is home city, 
reached t he M i l b u r n h o u s e at two minu te s before 10 o'clock. In 
h is anx ie ty to reach the Pres iden t ' s bedside he had come f rom 
Cleveland, a dis tance of 183 miles, at t he ra te of s ixty-eight 
miles an hour . 

D I S T I N G U I S H E D A R R I V A L S . 

W i t h Sena tor H a n n a came Mrs. H a n n a , J u d g e Day, of 
C a n t o n ; Colonel M y r o n P. Her r ick , of Cleveland; Sena tor Fair-
b a n k s of Ind iana ; Mrs. Duncan and Miss McKinley , s is ters of 
t he P r e s i d e n t ; Miss D u n c a n and Mrs. Herr ick . Senator H a n n a 
reached t he house first. T h e members of h i s pa r ty arr ived soon 
af terward. T h e y joined Secretaries Wi l son and Hitchcock, Mr. 
and Mrs. H e r m a n Baer, Abner McKinley , Mrs. La faye t t e 
McWil l iams , Mr. Mi lburn , Wi l son S. Bissel, J o h n N. Scatcherd 
and Representa t ive Alexander , who were in t he house. T h e new 
arr ivals were immedia te ly informed of the critical condition of 
t he Pres ident and t h e i r faces, which h a d been grave, became still 
g raver as they l is tened. 

At th is t ime anx ie ty in regard to t he Pres ident s condition 
had become in tense t h r o u g h o u t Buffalo. H u n d r e d s of men 
women and chi ldren were massed at t he ropes, the i r faces tu rned 
in the direction of t he house, t h o u g h m a n y of t h e m were unab le 
to see it and, of course, al l were too far away to be able to hea r 

V a n y t h i n g . So m a n y persons had gathered in the Mi lburn house 
t h a t it was crowded. Groups formed on the lawn in f ront of t he 
house to discuss the s i tuat ion, and to exchange the la tes t news 

from the doctors. 
Across t he street f rom the house the re were scores of news-

paper men wai t ing for news of the Pres iden t ' s condition, and 
dozens of te legraph i n s t rumen t s were t ick ing noisily under t he 

t en t s which had been erected to she l te r them. A t a quar te r 
before 11 o'clock Pres ident McKin ley had another nap. Dr. P a r k 
and Dr. R ixey remained by h i s side. 

E a r l y in the morning , on the advice of t he surgeons , Dr. 
Edward Janeway, of New York city, and Dr. W. W. Johnson, of 
Wash ing ton , were summoned. Dr. J aneway was at St. H u b e r t ' s 
Inn , m the Adirondacks. H e started for Buffalo as soon as he 
had been notified by Mr. Cof te lyou tha t h is presence was desired. 
Dr. Johnson was at Jamaica Is land, off Por t smouth , N . H . 

Secretary Cortelyou was asked whe the r it was t rue t h a t the 
physic ians had been compelled to begin feeding t he Pres ident 
t h rough the stomach before i t was safe to do so because the means 
first t aken to give nour i shmen t had caused irri tation, r e su l t ing 
in the rejection of the food which had been injected before it had 
imparted any nour i shmen t to the pat ient . T h i s was the explana-
tion commonly accepted of t he su rpr i s ing ly short t ime, t h a t had 
been permit ted to elapse before t he Pres ident was allowed to 
receive liquid and even solid food into h i s s tomach. 

S A T I S F A C T O R Y R E S U L T S . 

Mr. Cortelyou said t ha t he had not been informed upon th is 
point. H e said t ha t t he s toppage of t he func t ions of t he bowels 
had created a poison in the Pres ident ' s system, but t ha t d u r i n g 
the day th i s had been practical ly e l iminated. 

Dr. Roswell P a r k ¿aid : " T h e Pres ident was not g iven solid 
food before he could s tand it. H e was perfect ly able to ass imilate 
the food given him, had it not been t ha t t he impoverished food 
affected the hear t . T h e hea r t r e fused to act properly without 
s t rong blood food, and tha t was why t he toast, soaked in hot beef 
juice, was given him. H e was not given coffee. H e rel ished t he 
food, 'and asked for a cigar, bu t th i s was denied. E v e r y t h i n g 
known to medical science was done for h im, and there was no mis-
take made." Dr. H e r m a n M y n t e r said : " A t the t ime solid 
food was given him he was able to take it. T h e r e can be no mis-
t ake about tha t . I do not believe t ha t the food in his s tomach 
had much effect on the hear t . " 



t ion was due solely to t he action of t he digitalis, s t rychn ine and 
other medicine t h a t had been given h im to sus ta in t he hea r t 
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Inn , m the Adirondacks. H e started for Buffalo as soon as he 
had been notified by Mr. Cof te lyou tha t h is presence was desired. 
Dr. Johnson was at Jamaica Is land, off Por t smouth , N . H . 

Secretary Cortelyou was asked whe the r it was t rue t h a t the 
physic ians had been compelled to begin feeding t he Pres ident 
t h rough the stomach before i t was safe to do so because the means 
first t aken to give nour i shmen t had caused irri tation, r e su l t ing 
in the rejection of the food which had been injected before it had 
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Mr. Cortelyou said t ha t he had not been informed upon th is 
point. H e said t ha t t he s toppage of t he func t ions of t he bowels 
had created a poison in the Pres ident ' s system, but t ha t d u r i n g 
the day th i s had been practical ly e l iminated. 

Dr. Roswell P a r k ¿aid : " T h e Pres ident was not g iven solid 
food before he could s tand it. H e was perfect ly able to ass imilate 
the food given him, had it not been t ha t t he impoverished food 
affected the hear t . T h e hea r t r e fused to act properly without 
s t rong blood food, and tha t was why t he toast, soaked in hot beef 
juice, was given him. H e was not given coffee. H e rel ished t he 
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T h e Pres ident was asleep at lialf-past i o'clock. O n l y injec-
t ions of sal ine solution and digital is in l i gh t doses had been 
used u p to tha t hour . One of the physic ians sat cons tant ly at 
the bedside, with h is fingers on t he Pres ident ' s pulse, ready a t 
any a la rming change in t he action of the hea r t to app ly remedies 
which were in readiness to be used as a las t resort. T a n k s of 
oxygen were ready at h a n d to be drawn upon, and all the appli-
ances t ha t medical skil l and science could provide were wi thin 
reach. T h e bea t ing of the pulse was sufficiently s t rong to enable 
the physic ians to permi t t he Pres ident to have h is sleep out. 

Dr. McBurney arrived at the Mi lburn house a l i t t le before 8 
o'clock. Shor t ly a f te r h i s arr ival oxygen was adminis tered to the 
President , and under i ts influence the pat ient aroused. 

H e was fu l ly conscious, and whispered to Dr. R i x e y t ha t h e 
knew tha t the end was a t hand. H e asked to see h i s wife, and 
Mrs. McKin ley was sent for. She entered h is room, and it was 
apparent to those present tha t of the two principal figures in th is 
in tense d rama President McKinley , about to solve the grea t mys-
tery, the more fu l ly realized the significance of the awful moment . 
T h e r e was no show of fear in t he a t t i tude of t he na t ion ' s Execu-
tive. 

I N F O R M E D H E W A S DYING. 

On the outside Mr. Mi lburn explained to Mrs. McKin ley tha t 
the Pres ident was dying, and t ha t h e could live till morn ing only 
in the event of the direct interposition of Providence. She then 
came to a fu l l realization of the loss tha t was upon her, and she 
showed symptoms of a collapse. He rbe r t P. Bissell rushed to 
t he assis tance of the sorrowing wife, who was be ing l i teral ly sup-
ported by Mr. Milburn . Word was sent to Dr. Wasdin , who 
came from the Pres ident ' s chamber and administered a restora-
tive. Li t t le by l i t t le she came back to he r normal condition. 
Several women fr iends were with her , and in the i r s y m p a t h y she 
found surcease. T o one she whispered : " I will be s t rong for 
his sake." 

An a t t empt was made to persuade Mrs. McKin ley to ret i re 
and get some rest. She refused. She said t ha t her d u t y was 

there, and there she would remain wi thin call of those who were 
with he r husband. She said t ha t she hoped tha t the President 
would arouse, and she migh t then have the comfort of a last word 
with h im. 

As soon as it was known tha t oxygen was be ing administered, 
all knew tha t the beg inn ing of the end had come. T h i s bul le t in 
was as follows : 

" T h e Pres ident ' s physic ians report t ha t his condition is 
grave at th i s hour . H e is suf fer ing from ex t reme prostration. 
O x y g e n is be ing used. H e responds to s t imulat ion, but poorly." 

As the oxygen had been provided only as a last resort, every-
body understood t ha t i ts use mean t t ha t t he Pres ident ' s hour had 
come. H i s condition was such tha t there was no hope of h is 
ga in ing s t r eng th t h r o u g h t he s t imulan t sufficient to enable h im 
to combat death. A f t e r th is announcement t he bul le t ins te l l ing 
the story of the final s t rugg le followed each other rapidly. T h e 
streets in f ront of the bul le t in boards were filled with m e n and 
women who watched sadly each f resh announcement of the nearer 
approach of the end. 

OLD PASTOR P R E S E N T . 

T h e k e v . C. V. Wilson, of Nor th Tonawanda , pastor of Mr. 
McKin ley ' s old church in Canton, was with the Pres ident and 
prayed with h im. Mr. Wi l son le f t t he Mi lburn house shor t ly 
before I9 o'clock. Tea r s were s t r eaming from his eyes, and he 
was a lmost completely overcome by grief. 

T h e relat ives of t he d y i n g President , the members of h is 
Cabinet and those personal fr iends who were in the house were 
t a k i n g their leave of him. A f t e r all had seen Mr. McKinley , 
the s i tuat ion developed into one of mere wai t ing for the announce-
m e n t of the President ' s death. 

T h e las t offices about the bedside had been said, and t he 
Pres ident had again lapsed into unconsciousness. D u r i n g h is 
conscious moments Mrs. McKinley was b rough t into the chamber, 
and there was an affecting farewell. Members of the Cabinet, 



one by one, saw the Pres iden t for a few m o m e n t s T h e n t h e 
Pres iden t sof t ly ehan ted a h y m n . J n s t before he lapsed in to nneon 
sciousnes h e begged the doctors to let h im die. H . s l a s t audible 
words were, as a l r eady stated, were said b y Dr. M a n n to be 
"Good-bye all, good-bye. I t is God ' s way. L e t H i s will, 

^ M o w i n g in tense ly in t e re s t ing acconnt of t h e P res iden t ' s 
l a s t m l e n t s is fornished" by one of t h e f a i t h fn l female n n r s e s 

s ty le were located in t h e room. 

S H O W E D R E S T L E S S N E S S . 

« P r e v i o u s to t h e re lapse suffered by t h e P res iden t h e h a d 
become s o m e w h a t whimsical , and h a d several t imes asked t h a t h e 

o i ^ t h ^ p i c t u ^ e charac te r iz ing W a s h i n g t o n as a noble s ta tesman, 

• ^ ^ ^ w t S K f ca l l ing d is tance of t he 

S T - r o r ^ t m : I n i 0 i n U ^ which was 

b u t t he d res s ings were u sua l l y prepared by Miss McKens ie , 

Ph i l ade lph ia nu r se who was s u m m o n e d a few days W o r e the 
P res iden t died. T h e corps of n u r s e s was made u p o ' S teward 
E l l io t t a n d Pr iva tes H o d g k i n s and Vol lmeyer , of the Uni t ed 
S ta t e s Hosp i ta l Corps, and Misses H u n t , M o h u n and Connel lv 
t h e corps be ing u n d e r t he c h a r g e of Miss McKenzie . 

" T h e day which b r o u g h t t h e fa ta l re lapse b r o u g h t su rp r i se 
to us all. I n t he m o r n i n g we had l i f ted h im f rom one bed to 
ano the r at h is request . I u his new bed he seemed to rest ve ry 
easy. H e t u r n e d wi thout c a u s i n g h imse l f pain of suffer ing, 
bee how I am progress ing , doctor, ' he said when Dr. W a s -

din came tha t morn ing , and he t u r n e d f rom one side to 
ano the r wi thout appa ren t effort. T h e doctor smiled and a s su red 
h im t h a t he was p rogress ing well, bu t advised h im to r emain 
as quiet as possible. 

T I D Y P E R S O N A L H A B I T S . 

" Ord ina r i ly t he Pres iden t was a m a n of r e m a r k a b l y clean 
and t idy personal habi ts , and never was known to pass from one 
day to ano the r wi thout a shave. H i s beard grew very fast, a n d 
na tu ra l ly , a f t e r l y i n g in bed a lmos t a week wi thout shav ing , h i s 
face was very rough . H e made m a n y commen t s on it t h e ' d a y 
t h a t he began to grow worse, and he asked m e when I t h o u g h t it 
would be permiss ib le to have a ba rbe r shave h i m . H e even joked 
a bit about it with the doctors when they came. 

" T h a t m o r n i n g t h e y gave h im some beef ju ice , j u s t a l i t t le bit 
a t a t ime. T h i s he re l ished grea t ly , for his had been a cont inuous 
fas t for a week. H e smacked h i s l ips a f t e r t he beef j u i c e was 
given h i m and asked if he could not t ake more. T h i s was denied 
h im, and he was compelled to wait ano the r twen ty minu te s before 
t a k i n g more. T h e n he took considerable. H e remained quie t 
for some t ime, appa ren t ly satisfied. 

" A b o u t th is t ime he had occasion to speak of t he press and 
how it was t r e a t i ng his case. All in format ion was denied h im, 
and h i s quer ies were tu rned aside in some way or another . T h e n 
he asked for toast and coffee. T h i s was |a ser ious problem and 
occasioned a consul ta t ion of t he doctors. W h e n t h e v r e tu rned 



with t he news t ha t h e m i g h t have t h e toast and coffee h i s fac* 
l igh ted u p and h e appeared to be very gra tefu l . 

" T h e toast and coffee, j u s t a l i t t le of each, was given him, 
and he ate it with re l ish and tu rned on h i s r i gh t side and pre. 
pared to sleep. H i s sleep las ted for several hours, and when he 
awoke h e appeared to be grea t ly refreshed. F r o m tha t time, 
however, t he fa t igue which eventual ly resul ted i n t he relapse was 
noticeable. At 3 o'clock he was very tired, b u t made no com-
plaint t ha t would indicate t ha t t he food h a d ill effects. 

" L a t e r in t he af ternoon h e became somewhat worse, and m 
the evening, when the u sua l n i g h t reaction came, h e fared worse 
t h a n ever before. Grave apprehens ions were felt then, and t he 
nurses , i nc lud ing Miss McKenzie, and the doctors, were all sum-
moned T h e n followed a series of consultat ions and conferences 
which cont inued unt i l midn igh t , when h e took a decided change 

for the worse. 

B R I G H T A N D C H E E R Y . 

" I t has been said t ha t t he Pres ident was in a s tupor at th is 
t ime T h a t is not t rue. T h e pat ient was as b r i gh t and cheery 
as could possibly be expected, and occasionally conversed m a 
low tone. ' H e was somewhat tired, however, and seldom moved 
in bed. A s m o r n i n g approached he became worse. T h e bul le t ins 
given out from t ime to t ime du r ing t he morn ing h o u r s describing 
b i s condition were absolutely correct. I t was a g radua l d e c i d e 
Fr iday morn ing Mrs. McKin ley made he r usual visit to the sick 
room T h e Pres iden t knew h e was worse, and here again h i s 
first t h o u g h t s were of h i s helpmate . I t would worry her . 

" H e summoned one of t he doctors, Dr. W a s d m I believe 
and asked t h a t t he t r u t h of h i s condition be kep t from her . T h i s 
was a difficult proposition, however, as Mrs. McKin ley had 
watched h i s condition closely, and quickly detected t k ^ 
and most insignif icant change . T h e n he ^ ^ ^ ^ 
keep ing t he news from her. H e ga thered all h is s t rength 
together and made a hercu lean effort to a l lay any suspicions she 
S h a v e . H e succeeded admirably, and she le f t the room 

af ter ten minu tes with h e r husband in the belief t ha t he was a t 
least ho ld ing his own. 

) " W h e n s h e l e f t lapsed into the state which characterized 
f he very ear ly morning. H e was not in a stupor, however, and 

recognized everybody. T h e m o r n i n g was marked by f requent 
consulat ions and conferences, and near ly all of them were followed 
by bul le t ins on the Pres ident ' s condition. Dr. R i x e y was the 
pr ime figure in near ly all these conferences, ye t he would take 
no step without the consent of the o ther physic ians . La te in the 
af ternoon it became apparen t t ha t the Pres ident was not to las t 
for long, h is life was slowly ebbing away. 

Slowly, but surely, the sands in Pres ident McKin ley ' s life 
g lasss were dropping away. No person made t h a t s ta tement 
aboxt t he house at th is t ime, but the very a tmosphere seemed to 
contain someth ing t ha t said pla inly tha t the President was pass-
ing away. About 4 o'clock his pulsat ion became so a l a rming tha t 
sal ine solution injections were resorted to. T h i s had the effect of 
buoy ing up hopes for a t ime, j u s t for a short time, however, and 
then he suffered a s l ight change for the worse again. 

N O R E S P O N S E T O T R E A T M E N T . 

" A t th is t ime he was in a s tupor . I weut to his bedside and 
touched h i s l ips with water, bu t there was no response e i ther by 
s ign or action. H e appeared to be conscious and yet unconscious. 
H e knew none of us. Eve ry one considered the case hopeless, 
and knew tha t it was but a quest ion of vi tal i ty ; t ha t he mus t soon 
die. As the hour of 9 o'clock approached h i s condition became 
rapidly worse, and I have since learned tha t even in the house the 
report was circulated tha t the Pres ident was dying. 

" At th is t ime it was deemed advisable to b r ing the family to 
the death chamber. T h e y came one at a t ime. F i r s t came t he 
members of the Cabinet s ingly, glanced at the i r dy ing chief and 
passed on. Tea r s were in t he eyes of al l of them. T h e n came 
Abner McKin ley and h i s wife and Mr. and Mrs. Baer, the la t te r 
a niece of the President . T h e y remained only a minu te and 
passed on out of the room. T h e n came Sena tor H a n n a , the dearest 



f r iend t he Pres ident ever had. He , too, was to be denied b y death 
the joy of recognition. 

" T h e n Mrs. McKin ley came—poor, brave l i t t le woman. 
" T h e easy chair was drawn close to t he bedside, and she was 

seated there . T h e Pres iden t ' s face l ighted up. H e recognized 
her, and it seemed as if t he nu r se s and doctors would burs t into 
tears. S h e took h i s h a n d , t he h a n d which in one short week had 
become emaciated and th in , and held it. 

" H i s face l i gh t ed u p and h e m u r m u r e d : ' G o d ' s will, not 
ours, be done.' 

" T o m y knowledge these were t he las t words t he Pres ident 
ever ut tered. 

W A S L E D A W A Y W E E P I N G . 

" Mrs. M c K i n l e y remained with h im for a half h o u r and was 
then led, weeping, f rom the room. T h e Pres iden t had lapsed 
into the sleep which knows no awakening. H e was wholly 
unconscious. Once, n e a r n o'clock, I t h o u g h t I saw h im move 
and t r y to say something, b u t i t was not audible. A t IT. 15 
o'clock Mrs. M c K i n l e y came again and th i s t ime remained with 
her d y i n g h u s b a n d for an hour . She said n o t h i n g and the Presi-
dent lay l ike one who had passed t he river of death. 

" T h e ext remi t ies were becoming cold and t he pulse was so 

fa in t t ha t i t could not be recorded by the most sensit ive instru-
ments . Af t e r an hour ' s t ime Mrs. McKin ley was led away to 
h e r room. I t was t he las t t ime she would ever see h e r husband 
alive. Fo r t he n e x t two h o u r s h is condition became worse, if 
such a t h i n g were possible,• and i t seemed several t imes as if he 
m u s t be dead. 

"App l i ca t ion of t h e i n s t r u m e n t s which record the respira-
tion, however, showed tha t h e was still b rea th ing . A t 2.15 o'clock 
he died. . . 

" Dr. R i x e y t h o u g h t bes t to wait a few minu tes before g iv ing 
out t he bul le t in , to m a k e sure t ha t t he vital spark had lef t the 
body. H e applied t he appara tus and t he dial remained unmoved. 
He was dead. 

" T h e unde r t ake r came and laid out t he body on the bed on 
which it had lain for a week. T h e h a n d s were folded across the 
breast , and a sheet was drawn over the face. Pr ivate Hodgins , 
of the Hospi ta l Corps, was detailed to gua rd the body, and 
t h r o u g h o u t the remainder of t he n i g h t he stood at a t tent ion at 
the foot of the bed. At 5.30 o'clock h e was relieved by Pr ivate 
Voltmeyer, of t he same branch of the service." 



C H A P T E R X I V . 

A d d i t i o n a l A c c o u n t of P r e s i d e n t M c K i n l e y ' s D e a t h — H o p e 
E n d i n g in D e s p a i r — M e d i c a l Skil l E x h a u s t e d — C a u s e of 
t h e F i n a l R e l a p s e . 
T h e Pres iden t ' s l as t day, which ended in despair, was begun 

in hope. T h e ills t h a t came on T h u r s d a y afternoon, when the 
organs of digest ion refused to hand le t he solid food t ha t had been 
t aken earl ier in the day, had seemingly been overcome by mid-
night , and when t he new day came it found the Pres ident 
relieved and res t ing. Hope t ha t had sudden ly dropped from the 
h igh place which it had held, began to revive. T h e hea l ing of 
the wounds had progressed favorably, general conditions were m 
the ma in qui te sat isfactory, and t he immedia te f u t u r e of the 

case seemed to hold no threa t . 
T h e phys ic ians who h a d been in almost cons tant a t tendance 

du r ing the n i g h t parted, and the watch in the sick room was 
reduced. Sudden ly the re was a fa i lu re of the hear t , which, for 
several days had been man i fe s t ing s igns of weakness, and the 
Pres ident sank toward unconsciousness . T h i s was at two 
o'clock in the morning. T h e r e was an immedia te application of 
restoratives, and a genera l call went out to the absent physic ians 
and nurses . Digitalis , s t rychn ia and sal ine solution were admin-
istered to the patient, bu t t he r e was no immedia te response to 

t rea tment . ^ ^ a d m i t t e d t ha t he was desperately ill, and 

Secretary Cortelyou decided to send for t he relatives and close 
f r iends of t he President , t he Vice-President and members of the 
Cabinet T h o s e within reach were called by te lephone or mes-
senger, and t e l egrams were rushed to those who had lef t t he city. 
T h e first of the messages went out at 2.30 o'clock, and wi thin 
half an hour the Mi lbu rn house began to fill again. T h e serious 
condition of t he Pres iden t and the general call sent out gave rise 
to a general feel ing of a la rm tha t was never aga in allayed. 
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Desperate measures were resorted to in order to s t imula te 
the heart , and the s i nk ing spell was over by four o'clock. I t was 
decided to continue t he t rea tment , and t he physic ians laid the i r 
grea tes t hope on wea ther ing t he day. I t was agreed tha t if the 
wouuded m a n could be carried for twenty-four h o u r s t ha t h is 
chances would be very favorable, for the wounds were hea l ing 
splendidly. 

I t was decided to s u m m o n Dr. W . W. Johns ton , of W a s h i n g -
ton, and Dr. E. G. Janeway , of New York, hea r t specialists, and 
te legrams were hur r i ed out a sk ing tha t t hey come at once. Before 
dawn a dozen of the relat ives and f r iends of t he Pres ident arrived 
at t he Mi lburn house. T h e y assembled in the drawing room, where 
they waited for t id ings from the sick room above them. T h e 
phys ic ians assured t h e m tha t the Pres ident had a fighting chance 
for life and to the hope tha t in the end victory would be his, t hey 
c lung all day. 

P R O F O U N D G R I E F A N D HORROR. 

H u n d r e d s of visi tors came d u r i n g the morn ing ,and if the police 
had not kept t he s t reets clear and barred entrance to Delaware 
avenue the re would have been thousands . Senator H a n n a , a close 
personal and political fr iend of t he President , hurr ied u p from 
Cleveland by special t ra in . Other f r iends arrived by regu la r 
t rains, and all t h r o u g h the day they came in increas ing numbers . 
T h e i r regre t and s y m p a t h y were profound. T h e day developed 
but l i t t le encouragement for them, however. 

D u r i n g the forenoon the Pres ident made a s l ight gain o 
s t rength , and he ld it well in to the af ternoon. H i s phys ic ians 
announced t ha t t hey had again given h im nour i shment , and it 
was t h o u g h t t ha t possibly there was a chance for a f u r t h e r gain 
of s t reng th . I t was known, however, tha t he was in a very 
serious state, and every interes t was centred in t he sick room in 
the Mi lburn house, where the s t rugg le was in progress. 

Suddenly , at 5 o'clock in the afternoon, there was a repetit ion 
of the hea r t attack, and those in the presence of the str icken man 
knew tha t the end was at hand. T h i s knowledge soon spread to 
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the street, and tlie wai t ing newspaper men bul le t ined i t to the 
world Every one who came from the house was besought for an 
expression » to the state of the President . Each succeeding 
report was worse t h a n i ts predecessor, and t he official bul le t ins 

were absolutely wi thout hope. 
T h e following account of t he impend ing calamity is f rom the 

pen of a correspondent who was at t he Mi lburn house : " Since five 
o'clock th i s af ternoon Pres ident McKin ley h a s made a brave but 
hopeless fight aga ins t death. H i s phys ic ians said ear ly in t he 
dav t h a t h e had a fighting chance, and t he Pres ident made the 
mast of it. H e lay l imp and near ly l ifeless all day, and ha rd ly 
conscious of t he presence of physicians, who were expend ing a 
the resources of the i r profession to preserve t he vi tal spark. Al l 
ordinary expedients fai l ing, desperate means were resorted to 
O x y g e n was adminis tered to keep u p respirat ion. Powerful 
s t imulan ts were employed to aid t he action of the hear t . T h e r e 
was an ear ly response to these ex t r eme methods bu t af ter a 
t ime, collapse came, and with it the announcement t ha t t he Presi-
dent was dying. 

F A I L U R E OF V I T A L ORGANS. 

" T h e Pres ident ' s re lapse is admit tedly t he resul t of the 
fai lure of h i s digest ive organs to assimilate t he food which he ate 
yesterday. I m p o r t a n t bodily funct ions became impaired. I h e 
resul t was loss of the previous ga ins t ha t h a d given the doctors so 
much hope of the u l t imate outcome of the ga l lan t s t rugg le for 
m I t became absolutely essential to relieve t he President s 
distress, which was t h r e a t e n i n g and immediate Calomel was 
resorted to. I t was adminis tered in a smal l dose, unde r the 
direction of Dr. Stockton. W i t h it, d rugs calculated to s t imula te 

the hea r t were also administered. . . 
« T h e calomel, a f ter hours of anxious observation on the part 

of t he a t t end ing doctors, operated as t h e y hoped, bu t with a 
r e s u l t t h a t was dis t ress ing to the President . H e thereaf ter became 
weaker and more helpless . H e acted as if h e had undergone a 
s t ra in that had f e a r f u l l y impaired his s lender store of vitali ty. 

H o p e was abandoned ear ly in t he evening, a l t h o u g h t he physi-
cians kep t u p the endeavors to prolong h i s life. 

" T h e President was unconscious u p to 7.20 o'clock. H e then 
came tc and asked for Mrs. McKinley , who was wai t ing to be 
admit ted to t he chamber . H e recognized her , bu t a few moment s 
la ter became unconscious. Digital is and strychnin© were los ing 
their potency as hea r t s t imulants , and sal ine solution was no 
longer efficacious. Artificial respirat ion was promoted with the 
aid of oxygen , and life and brea th were l i tera l ly being pumped 
into the President . Mrs. McKin ley cont inued with him, p r a y i n g 
for t he success of these exper iments , bu t with he r hopes well n i g h 
exhaus ted . 

R E L A T I V E S A N D F R I E N D S A D M I T T E D . 

" W h e n the phys ic ians decided the re was no hope for the 
President , t he relat ives and in t imate f r iends wai t ing in the draw-
i n g room below were admit ted one by one to fa in t ly g r a s p the 
hand of the President in a s i lent farewell. None of these was 
recognized by the P r e s i d e n t Sena tor H a n n a , whose grief won 
the respect of all, held t he nerveless fingers of the Pres ident and 
looked vain ly into h is eyes for a s igh of recognition. 

" All th is t ime the doctors were spending the i r efforts on t he 
President , determined to fight t he bat t le to the end. Dr. Char les 
McBurney, who had come post-haste to the Pres ident ' s bedside, 
arrived too late to be of service, and could only approve of the 
methods be ing used by the o ther physic ians . Senator Depew, 
Secretary Root, Sena tor F a i r b a n k s and Secretaries Wi l son and 
Hi tchcock called at the house t h r o u g h the evening, bu t received 
not a g l immer of hope. A l i t t le before 10 o'clock it was observed 
tha t t he Pres ident ' s ext remit ies were g rowing cold, while h is 
pulse was fluttering and his respirat ion was i r r egu la r and forced. 
Repor ts from those leaving the house cont inued unfavorable. 

" W h e n Dr. M y n t e r came out, a t 11.30 o'clock, h e said t he 
end was very near , a l though he m i g h t live an hour . T h e doctors 
had practical ly abandoned the e x h a u s t i n g effort to main ta in life. 
N o more powerful s t imulan t s were administered, and death was 
allowed to t ake i ts progress. Bu t t he President held on tena-



ciously. E a c h new s ta tement from the house said he could live 
hu t a few minutes , bu t t he Pres ident cont inued to breathe. H e 
is alive, t ha t is all, ' was t he word sent out by Secretary Cortelyou 

a t m F r o m Author i ta t ive officials the following detai ls of the final 
« scenes in and about the death chamber were secured .: T h e 

President had continued in an unconscious state since 8.30 r . M. 
Dr R i x e y remained with h im at all t imes and un t i l death came. 
T h e other doctors were in the room at t imes and t h e n r e p a . r e d to 
t he f ront room, where the i r consul ta t ions had been held. About 
a o'clock Dr. R i x e v noted t he unmis takab le s igns of ^ s o l u t i o n , 
and t he immediate" members of the family were summoned to the 

b e d s i d e . S I L E N C E A N D S A D N E S S . 

Si lent ly and sadly the members of t he f a m i l y stole into the 
room T h e y stood about the foot and sides of the bed where t he 
great m a n ' s l ife was ebbing away. T h o s e in t he circle were : 
g Abner McKinley , the Pres ident ' s b r o t h e r ; Mrs. Abner 
McKin ley Miss He len , t he Pres ident ' s s i s t e r ; Miss Barber, a 
n ce m ' s s Sa rah Duncan, L ieu tenan t J . F ^ M c K i n l e y , . n e p h e w , 
Wi l l i am M. Duncan, a n e p h e w ; Hon . Char les G. Dawes t he 
C o m p t r o l l e r of the C u r r e n c y ; F. M. Osborn a cousin ; Colonel 
X H a y e s ; J o h n Barber, a n e p h e w ; Secretary GeorgeB. 
Cortelyou ; Colonel W . C. Brown, the business pa r tne r of Abner 
M c K i n l e y i Dr. P. M. Rixey , the family p h y s i c i a n and s ix nu r se s 
M c K i u i e j , ad io in ing room sat t he physicians , 

L l u d t g 1 ^ t s McBurn^y, V a s d i n ' p a r k , Stockton and M y u t e , 
I t was now 2 . o S o'clock, and t he minu tes w e r e s l ipp ing away. 

On ly t h e Obs of those in the circle about t he Pres iden t ' s bedside 
b r o k e t h e awe-like silence. F ive minu t e s passed, t hen six, seven, 

" ^ N o w Dr R i x e y bent forward, and then one of h is hands was 
• T Z if h i wa rn ing T h e fluttering hea r t was j u s t going to 

« S T " m o m e n t more and Dr. R i x e y s t ra igh tened up, and with 

circle. H e stepped from the chamber to the outer ha l l and then 
down the s tairway to the l a rge room, where t he members of the 
Cabinet, Senators and dis t inguished officials were assembled. As 
h is tense, white face appeared at t he doorway, a h u s h fell upon 
t he assemblage. " Gent lemen, the Pres ident has passed away," 

S F o r a moment not a word came in reply. Even though the 
end had been expected the actual announcement t ha t Wi l l i am 
McKin ley was dead fa i r ly s tunned these men, who had been 
his closest confidants and advisers. T h e n a groan of angu i sh 
w e n t u p f r o m the assembled officials. T h e y cried ou t r igh t l ike 
children. All the pent u p emotions of the las t few d a y s were 
let loose. T h e y tu rned from the room and came from the house 
with s t r e a m i n g eyes. 

C A M E A S A T E R R I B L E S U R P R I S E . 

T h e city, not only in those par t s nea r the Mi lburn house, 
but all over, and even out in the Exposi t ion grounds, went into a 
state of ferment when the news of t he sudden collapse of the 
Pres ident was announced. T h e ill news of t he ear ly day had 
been somewhat softened by the later afternoon announcement 
tha t the re was a s l igh t improvement , and the sudden announce-
ment of h i s approaching dissolution came as a great surpr ise . 

U p about the corners, near the Mi lburn house, was a pic. 
tu resque bu t r a the r gruesome scene, when it is remembered tha t 
the crowds gathered the re were awai t ing the Pres ident s death. 
T h e half dozen tents and the two big election booths made i t look 
l ike t he midway of a fair, bu t the ropes t ha t were s t re tched from 
corner to corner, the solemn looking police guard the pacing 
soldiers, and, above all, the quie tness of the assembled mult i tude, 
bore witness to the so lemni ty of the occasion. 

T h e Mi lburn house was ha rd ly discernible a m o n g the trees, 
t he l i g h t s in t he house hav ing been d i m m e d ; bu t at a few 
minutes ' in te rva ls the re would come out some person who had 
information to bear, and t h e n t he eager crowd would sur round 
h im But from the t ime t ha t Secre ta ry Cortelyou told t ha t t h e 



President was very weak, there was no th ing to encourage a belief 
t ha t there could be a recovery. 

A f u r t h e r descr ipt ion of the solemn scene is from an eye-
witness and is as follows : 

" Once more t h e muffled d r u m s are bea t ing for a murdered 
President . T h e pi teous half-masted flag again h a n g s mourn fu l l y 
above the housetops for the man chosen of the people, who has 
been s t r icken down by an assassin. Men and women in the 
streets of Buffalo, in t he cars and in their hotels and homes m u t t e r 
th is t h i n g and lapse in to mu te wonder t ha t i t can be so. 

" O u r people a re not g iven to vociferations. As they went 
about the i r affairs to-day, clad in l i gh t colors—the women at least 
—one could but f a in t l y guess the self-respecting sorrow at the i r 
hear ts , which would seem to call for sombre black, if color can be 
emblematic of grief. But t he deep grief was there. A word to 
one of them b rough t t he emotion to the surface. So I have seen 
tears well u p and t r ick le down m a n l y faces and brows k n i t closely 
and h a n d s c lu tched ominously, for the Pres ident was dead. 

T H E W O R L D K N E W I T . 

" All t he world knew it now. T h e world could and did share 
the i r sorrow, bu t t h a t did not l ighten the load of sorrow upon 
Wi l l i am M c K i n l e v ' s fellow citizens here. A n g e r was s t rong tha t 
the i r Pres iden t h'ad been shot down—an anger t ha t no mere 
wreak ing of venegeance on t he wretched murde re r could sat isfy, 
bu t the i r tenderes t p i ty , s y m p a t h y and love was for t he man so 

4 Rich in saving common sense, 
And , as t he greatest only are, 

In his simplicity sublime.' 

" Here in it was t ha t t hough t he b u s y city, shocked to the 
core paused not in i ts dai ly round, all hea r t s were bea t ing with 
t he muffled d r u m s for t h e murdered President , for t he beloved 
m a n str icken, l ike Lincoln and l ike Garfield, in t he r ich moment 
of a na t ion ' s t rus t and at t he pinnacle of a na t ion 's power, and 
bea t ing as well for the widowed woman s i t t ing in a daze of g n e t 
in t he room-where the southern sun was sending l igh t that 

b rought no comfort and w a r m t h tha t could mas te r t he chill upon 
h im at rest in t h e room near by. 

" So t he g ray morn ing dawned on Buffalo. All t he watchers 
were weary at the Mi lburn house, and most of them were sleep-
ing, for now vigil would not avail. L ike all t he houses on e i ther 
side of Delaware avenue, the house s tands apar t from its neigh-
bors, with a s t r ip of verdant l awn between it and the sidewalk of 
the elm and maple shaded street . T h e r e are finer houses on the 
avenue—which is the avenue of such elegance as Buffalo knows 
—a fine dignified h ighway, bespeaking wealth and ref inement in 
i ts dwellers, and m a r k i n g the var ious archi tectural steps in the 
succession of builders. 

H O U S E W H E R E H E D I E D . 

« T h e Mi lburn house, wi th i ts ivy-clad porch, i ts pointed 
gables, and wings painted in sober brownish g ray where the ivy 
is not ' c lambering, would not be d i s t inguished from a hundred 
l ike i t ; bu t in th is world of mys te ry—tha t is, of t h ings happen-
ing which we fail fu l ly to unders tand—it had become perforce the 
spot most to be regarded in the world to-day, and for a day 
to come. Af te r tha t the scene will sh i f t to o ther places, as in the 
way of t he world of change. 

" You have been told of the way the house is, and has been, 
guarded since the fa teful F r iday a t the Exposi t ion, a mile or so 
a w a y — t h e avenues and the cross s t ree ts roped o f f ; of police-
men gua rd ing the ropes and soldier sent ine ls pacing u p and 
down upon the green sward immedia te ly s u r r o u n d i n g the house ; 
at the rope barr iers , silent, whisper ing groups, wai t ing a word 
f rom those within. 

" Add the coming of n igh t to that , the l igh ts beg inn ing to 
show fa in t ly in t he house, and fear on t he faces of all who come 
and go upon the threshold. Step by step the way the gr im batt le 
was going was known to those w i t h o u t - t h e t u r n for the worse ot 
the n igh t before ; the heroic measures t aken to whip up the t i red 
out hea r t of the pat ient . 

" I t h a s been a day of gloom around t he Mi lburn house. In 



dignified silence m a n y of tlie grea t men of the count ry have 
entered the house of death, and in silence passed out of it. T h e 
tense exc i tement and awful suspense of the preceding twenty-
four hours were followed to-day by a peace and quiet expressive 
of t he na t ion ' s mourn ing . American flags were ear ly draped on 
the f ron t of t he house, bu t otherwise the re was no evidence of 
m o u r n i n g except in the sad hear t s and faces of the hund reds who 
called to pay the i r respects. 

" On t he lawns of t he Mi lburn house the gua rds paced s i lent ly 
to and fro, whi le policemen kept back the crowds tha t pressed 
th ick aga ins t t he ropes which a block away cut off access to the 
streets l ead ing to t he house where the body of t he mar tyred Presi-
dent lies. By four o'clock th is morn ing t he nerve rack ing ten-
sion of those who fo r a day and a n i g h t had watched nea r the 
bedside of t he d y i n g President , awai t ing the announcement tha t 
the end had come, gave way to ca lmness and resignation, and 
only a few of t he newspaper men and the te legraph operators 
remained a t the corner which a few hours before had been so 
thronged. W h i l e the t e legraph keys clicked off t he details of one 
of t he saddest deaths in h is tory t he da rkness slowly melted into 
dawn and ano ther day was ushered in. 

S H O W I N G R E M A R K A B L E F O R T I T U D E . 

"Af t e r the Mi lbu rn house became quiet at five o'clock this 
morn ing the first word was b rough t out by Miss Duncan, who 
said Mrs. McKin ley was bear ing u p bravely. T h e under takers 
were t h e n in t he house and Secretary Cortelyou was sleeping. 
Since Mr. McKin ley was shot he had previously had only e ight 
hours sleep. 

" Miss He len McKinley , Miss Mary Barber and Mrs. Lafay-
ette McWi l l i ams were the first callers. L ieu tenan t J ames 
McKin ley followed, and then Mrs. Gar re t A. Hobar t arrived. In 
a few minu te s Mrs. McWi l l i ams came out of the house, and as she 
stepped into h e r carr iage she s a i d : 'Mrs . McKin ley is res t ing 
quiet ly. She realized long before m a n y others what t he outcome 
m i g h t be, and d u r i n g t he las t few days h a d prepared herself . ' 

"Secre ta r i e s Wilson, Hitchcock, Root and Smi th , and Attor-
ney-General Knox arrived at half-past ten o'clock, and a few 
minu tes la ter Senator H a n n a , Senator Burrows, Colonel Her r ick 
and former J u d g e Day came up, T h e Cabinet at once went into 
session in the l ibrary, and invited Sena tor H a n n a , Colonel Her r i ck 
and J u d g e Day to join in the i r deliberations. 

" T h e scene in t he vicini ty of the Mi lburn house a t midnight , 
the las t midn igh t t ha t Wi l l i am McKin ley was to see for ever-
more, was weirdly pathetic. I t was in tensely dark with a th in 
mis t in the air, a r i s ing above the t ree tops and m a k i n g the 
electric l i gh t s bl ind and g l immer uncanny . I n t he t en t s and 
election booths devoted to t he newspaper correspondents and 
te legraph operators the l igh t shone b r igh t ly , t h rowing the 
shadows of the workers in sable s i lhouet te aga ins t the g leaming 
whiteness of the tents . U n d e r the dark foliage of the a rch ing 
t rees on Delaware avenue the gleam of a sen t ry ' s g u n flashed 
now and then as the noiseless figure in b lue came and went l ike 
a g h o s t " 

G R I M S E N T I N E L S I N B L A C K . 

St re tch ing away to the west a long F e r r y street, was a row 
of yellow l igh ts from carr iage l amps where automobiles stood like 
gr im sent inels in black, wai t ing to bear t he da rkes t t id ings to 
the coun t ry tha t it h a s heard in two score years. J u s t w i thm the 
confining l imits of a cable tha t gleamed l ike a s t reak of saffron 
under t he electric l ight , a policeman paced to and fro, paus ing 
now and then to say a few words in an under tone to t h e groups 
of wait ing, restless, whisper ing correspondents, who ei ther lined 
u p aga ins t t he rope or else conversed in groups in t he street 
rapidly d is in tegra t ing to su r round the la tes t comer from the house 
tha t was covered not only by t he b lackness of the n i g h t bu t by 
the shadow of impend ing death. 

Absolute silence re igned wi th in the cordon established a 
week ago by t he police. A t all t he in te rsec t ing s t ree ts two 
squares away hund reds of people, m e n and women some on 
wheels, o thers in carriages, h u n d r e d s on foot, stood s i lent ly 



wai t ing news from where t he pale l igh ts g l immered in the house 
of death. E v e r y comer f rom tha t direction was held u p and ques-
tioned by the obl ig ing pol iceman, while everyone stood on tip-toe 
and l is tened with bated breath for t he details. 

T h e coming and go ing of notables occupied t he a t tent ion of 
the newspaper men, and fu rn i shed bul le t ins for the wai t ing world. 
Over in the t e legraph booths some of the correspondents who had 
been on d u t y for for ty h o u r s almost constant ly , tried to get a few 
winks of s leep in hard , uncomfor table chairs. Messenger boys 
l ay prone on t he floors of t he booths and slept t he sleep of 
exhaust ion. Scat tered t h r o u g h the crowds of correspondents 
outside were secret service men and pla in clothes detectives. 
J u s t what they were doing no one seemed able to fa thom. 

A N I G H T T O B E R E M E M B E R E D . 

T h u s the dreary hours dragged on till m i d n i g h t and after. 
W o r d came t h a t newsboys down town were ca l l ing ex t ras t ha t 
t he Pres ident was dead. T h e n the police began moving a crowd 
o f m o r b i d l y cur ious women and the i r escorts who had crowded 
around t h e t e legraph booth. T i r ed messenger boys were roused 
from their sleep and sent s k u r r y i n g down town with bunches of 
" specials " as fast as bicycles could go under the pressure of 
wearied legs. Some k ind soul with t he spirit of a s a m a n t a n sent 
iu some r e f r e shmen t s in l iquid form to t he fagged operators and 

t i red correspondents. , . ^ . 
T h e r e was a lu l l for ten minutes , the te legraph in s t rumen t s 

clicked out noisilv with s t r ident sounds in the chill darkness . 
Somebody who had been there began d roonmg a s tory of San-
t iago and Schley, and t he nex t ins tant , l ike a hurr icane , a squad 
of breathless men bu r s t into t he postal booth. T h e r e was a 
m u r m u r of "dead , " a s c u r r y i n g grab for copy paper, and a dozen 
hands were wr i t ing t he culminat ion of the story. 

" C o r o n e r Wi l son has j u s t gone into Mi lburns ; he was sum-
moned at 12.10," exclaimed someone. T h e n there was a break 
from the booth to where a l i t t le kno t gathered at the r o p e s and 
under t he trees. Before half t he correspondents could get across 

the street two figures, one tha t of Coroner Wilson, the o ther of 
H a r r y H a m l i n , disappeared under the t rees toward t he house. 

" S t o p i t ! Stop i t ! " came a s h a r p imperious voice. " K i l l 
tha t bul let in. H e is not dead. Dr. Mann says he is still alive, 
and t ha t Janeway is conduct ing an examinat ion ." I t was a 
Wash ing ton correspondent , of nat ional fame and wide experience 
who ut tered the words. 

A has ty invest igation revealed the t r u t h of his announce-
ment , and then the bul le t ins were recalled. T h e Pres ident still 
lived. 

Down in the hear t of the ci ty a different scene was being 
enacted. T h e r e all was life and bustle, exci tement , execration, 
anx ie ty ; every newspaper office had a thousand men and women 
about it. Five-minute bul le t ins were posted as received by tele-

P l l o n - S T R E E T S P A C K E D W I T H P E O P L E . 

Downtown, Main s t reet was a h u m a n hive. Crowds as g rea t 
as any which have filled t he s t ree ts in noontide packed the side-
walks and made pass ing of s t r ee tca r s a lmost impossible. W o m e n 
were almost as n u m e r o u s as men. H e r e aga in police precaution 
was evident, mounted police, t he ent i re service, rode u p and 
down, pushed over toward t he pavement , and kept the roadway 
clear, and the t h rongs on t he s t reet moving. I t was a queer 
s igh t th i s t h i n g of mounted police in the hea r t of the city. 

T h e n above the c lang of car gongs and the hoarse cries of 
faki rs a l ready on the s t reets wi th " s o u v e n i r s " of t he assassin, 
came t he shri l l resonant cries of the newsboys cal l ing a midn igh t 
ext ra . " T h e death of McKin ley . " I t was a fake to be sure, bu t 
it caught , and though t he Pres ident was sti l l t h i s side of the D a r k 
River the cruel enterpr ise of the newsmonger had h im robed for 
the grave. 

R u m o r s were thick, every other m a n on the street had a 
fresh one and the la test was no worse t h a n the first Cur ious 
crowds, most ly women, ga thered a round the te legraph offices and 
craned the i r necks to watch t he weary operators and h u r r y i n g 
correspondents at the i r work. I t was all unna tu ra l , s t range , 



almost incomprehensible . T o th i s crowd on t he street was added 
f rom t ime to t ime groups recrui ted f rom the a r r iv ing trains, gap-
i n g yokels with l unch for t h r ee days in a spl int basket , t r im 
touris ts and the cannai l le of the curb. I t was believed to b e the 
Pres ident ' s death n igh t , and all were eager, sympathe t ica l ly eager, 
for the la tes t facts. 

Another author i ty , who had a fu l l knowledge of t he si tua-
tion made t he fol lowing s t a t e m e n t : 

" Pres ident McKin ley never had one chance to recover f rom 
the assassin 's bullet , according to the widespread report of the 
autopsy he ld th i s af ternoon. Na ture , doctors say, could not he lp 
along the work of t he surgeons. T h e Pres ident died of " toxemia 
caused by necrosis of the t issues." T h a t is ano ther way of say-
ing t h a t gang rene ki l led h im. T h i s could not have been pre-
vented, the doctors say, by any surgical or medical t rea tment . 

E V E R Y P R O S P E C T O F R E C O V E R Y . 

« f he world was permi t ted to believe t ha t P res iden t McKin ley 
was on the road to recovery, because some of t he a t tending 
physic ians in t a lk ing for publicat ion consented to const rue the 
Pres ident ' s condition as h i g h l y favorable a f te r a considerable 
period of t ime had elapsed wi thout unfavorable symptoms be ing 
made mani fes t . Professional e t iquet te res t ra ins the doctors who 
ta lk now from n a m i n g the i r fellows who were responsible for this. 

Al l were too sanguine . . 
" S o m e of t he doctors, notably Dr. Wasd in , are incl ined to 

believe t h a t Pres iden t McKin ley was shot with poisoned bul le ts . 
T h i s is not proved. T h e only way in which it can be proved is 
by examinat ion of the r ema in ing bullets , and par t icu lar ly of the 
bul le t which s t ruck the Pres ident in the breast. But the Presi-
dent would have died of h is wounds if t he bul le ts were perfect ly 
clean H i s sys tem did not possess t he vi tal i ty to repair t he dam-
age done to h is vi tal organs. T h i s does not mean t h a t t he Presi-
dent ' s sys tem was in bad condition, bu t only tha t h i s vi tal i ty was 
low, or, in o ther words, t h a t h e had smal l recuperat ive powers, as 
resu l t showed. 

" W h e n t he President was shot he received t he best possible 
surgical a t tent ion at the earliest possible moment . T h e sur-
geons exhaus ted all the resources of the i r science and skill. 
Af t e r t ha t t hey had to depend upon na tu re coming to the i r assist-
ance and na tu r e failed them. T h e complications which followed the 
mend ing of the Pres iden t ' s wounds were, the doctors confess, fu l ly 
beyond their ken. T h e gangrenous affection did not manifes t 
itself in any way tha t could be detected by them. I t b rought about 
those conditions of the hear t and of the in tes t ines which, d u r i n g 
the las t two days, showed to t he physic ians t ha t someth ing was 
wrong, bu t what it was they never knew to a cer ta inty unt i l t hey 
made t he autopsy to-day. 

T H E B U L L E T A M Y S T E R Y . 

" L o d g m e n t of the second bullet in the abdominal wall back 
of the s tomach had n o t h i n g to do with t he Pres ident ' s death. I t 
did all of i ts damage in the abdominal cavity. T h a t bul let 
remains a mys te ry . I t was not located d u r i n g the Pres ident ' s 
life and two hours of careful search for it a f ter death failed to find 
it ' T h e fact t ha t th is bul le t remained in the Pres ident ' s body 
wi thout se t t ing u p any disorder where it stopped, mil i ta tes agains t 
the theory tha t it m igh t have been poisoned. 

" T h e fatal bul let did more damage to the Pres ident ' s vital 
o rgans t h a n even they knew unt i l to-day. T h e y have assumed 
tha t when they had repaired the wounds of the s tomach they had 
at tended to all tha t was necessary. Damage to the suprarena l 
capsule and the left k idney was never discovered by them d u r i n g 
the operation which was expected to save the Pres ident ' s life. 
W h y th is was so has not yet been explained. 

" T h e autopsy shows t ha t t he bul le t passed th rough the 
stomach near i ts lower quar te r and then entered the muscles of 
the backbone behind the k idneys and aorta. F rom tha t spot 
surgical skil l would have been u t te r ly powerless to extract it 
if it had been discovered. O n i ts way the bullet tore away the 
suprarenal capsule and pierced the left k idney, des t roying the 
upper par t of tha t organ. 



" W h e n the gangrene which developed also affected the pan-
creas, t h i s set free poisons which entered t he blood and affected 
t he hear t , and so, i n the end, produced death. T h e absorption of 
these poisons was w h a t caused the weakness and exhaus t ion of the 
President . T h e ca thar t ics adminis tered W e d n e s d a y and T h u r s -
day may have caused f u r t h e r weakness, bu t death would have 
been i n e v i t a b l e wi thout them. T h e wounded k idney of itself was not 
a serious matter , according to Dr. Mann . H e says the in j u ry to tha t 
organ migh t have developed in abscess, bu t t ha t it was not neces-
sari ly a par t of the fatal conditions. T h e gang rene which 
developed in t he stomach wounds pr imar i ly and was communi-
cated to the pancreas, which supplies food to t he stomach, was the 
basic cause of death. 

T H E F I R S T S H O T . 

" T h e doctors commenced work on the autopsy about noon, as 
soon as Coroner Wi l son had officially viewed the Pres ident ' s body, 
and had given t h e m permission. T h e y found tha t the first bul let 
fired at Pres ident McKin ley by the assassin did not pass t h r o u g h 
the skin I t probably s t ruck a bu t ton on his sh i r t or vest and 
was deflected Af te r the cause of death had been determined the 
doctors searched for t he second, or fatal, bullet . T h e y looked for 
two hours , Dr. M a n n says, and finally gave it up. A suggest ion 
was made t h a t t he X-ray appara tus be used to obtain a sk iagraph 
of the wounded region, bu t it was not done. 

" After t he autopsy the following official report , wri t ten by 
Dr Mann , t he surgeon who performed the operation in laparotomy 
on t he Pres ident ' s stomach, was issued af ter be ing signed by all 
of the consul t ing staff except Dr. McBurney . E i g h t other physi-
cians also signed. T h e report follows : -

" < T h e bul le t which s t ruck over the breast bone did not pass 

t h rough t he skin, and did l i t t le h a r m . 
" ' T h e other bul let passed t h r o u g h both walls of the stomach 

nea r i ts lower border. Both holes were f o u n d to be perfectly closed 
by the stitches, b u t the t i ssue a round each hole had become gan-
grenous. Af te r passing t h r o u g h the stomach the bullet passed 

into t he back walls of the abdomen, h i t t ing and tear ing t he upper 
end of the k idney. T h i s portion of t he bul le t t rack was also 
gangrenous , the gangrene involving t he pancreas. T h e bul le t h a s 

not been found. 
" ' T h e r e was no s igu of peri tonit is or disease of o ther organs . 

T h e hea r t walls were very th in , and the re was no evidence of any 
a t tempt at repair on t he par t of na ture , and death resul ted f rom 
the gangrene , which affected the s tomach around t he bullet 
wounds as well as the t issues around t he f u r t h e r course of the 
bul le t Dea th was unavoidable by any surgical or medical treat-
ment , and was t he direct resul t of t he bul le t wound. 

" ' (Signed) H a r v e y D. Gaylord , M. D.; H e r m a n G. Matzmger , 
M D.: P. M. Rixey , M. D.; Mat thew D. Mann, M. D.; H e r m a n 
Mynte r , M. D. ; Roswell Park , M. D ; E u g e n e Wasdm, M 
Char les G. Stockton, M. D.; Edward G. J a n e w a y . M. D. ; W W 
Johnson, M. D.; W . P. Kendall , U. S. A.; Char les Cary, M. D., 
Edward L. Muuson, ass is tant surgeon, U. S. A., and H e r m a n n s 

E. Baer, M. D.' 

C O N C L A V E O F D O C T O R S . 

" D r s Rixey, Mann, Mynte r , P a r k and W a s d i n were the 
a t tending surgeons. Dr. Stockton was added to the staff T h u r s -
day n igh t . Drs. J anewav and J o h n s o n were t he hear t specialists 
sent for on Fr iday . Dr.' Baer is Abner McKin ley ' s son-in-law. 
T h e others were Buffalo pract i t ioners of note, who were merely 

called in to assist at t he autopsy." 
Dr Roswell Pa rk , speak ing of the probable direct cause of 

the Pres ident ' s death, said : " Apparen t ly the bullet a f ter pass ing 
th rough the stomach penetra ted to t he pancreat ic gland, t h o u g h 
we were not able to discover th i s fact while t he Pres ident lived. 
T h e ball cut a smal l grove t h r o u g h an edge of the le f t k idney 
and then reached the pancreas, af terward imbedding itself some-
where in the muscles or t i s sues of the back. T h e r e was no th ing 
to indicate t ha t t he pancreas had been s t ruck by t he bul le t in the 
examinat ions t ha t were made at the t ime of the first opera-

tion. 



" W h e n the gangrene which developed also affected the pan-
creas, t h i s set free poisons which entered t he blood and affected 
t he hear t , and so, i n the end, produced death. T h e absorption of 
these poisons was w h a t caused the weakness and exhaus t ion of the 
President . T h e ca thar t ics adminis tered W e d n e s d a y and T h u r s -
day may have caused f u r t h e r weakness, bu t death would have 
been i n e v i t a b l e wi thout them. T h e wounded k idney of itself was not 
a serious matter , according to Dr. Mann . H e says the in j u ry to tha t 
organ migh t have developed in abscess, bu t t ha t it was not neces-
sari ly a par t of the fatal conditions. T h e gang rene which 
developed in t he stomach wounds pr imar i ly and was communi-
cated to the pancreas, which supplies food to t he stomach, was the 
basic cause of death. 

T H E F I R S T S H O T . 

" T h e doctors commenced work on the autopsy about noon, as 
soon as Coroner Wi l son had officially viewed the Pres ident ' s body, 
and had given t h e m permission. T h e y found tha t the first bul let 
fired at Pres ident McKin ley by the assassin did not pass t h r o u g h 
the skin I t probably s t ruck a bu t ton on his sh i r t or vest and 
was deflected Af te r the cause of death had been determined the 
doctors searched for t he second, or fatal, bullet . T h e y looked for 
two hours , Dr. M a n n says, and finally gave it up. A suggest ion 
was made t h a t t he X-ray appara tus be used to obtain a sk iagraph 
of the wounded region, bu t it was not done. 

" After t he autopsy the following official report , wri t ten by 
Dr Mann , t he surgeon who performed the operation in laparotomy 
on t he Pres ident ' s stomach, was issued af ter be ing signed by all 
of the consul t ing staff except Dr. McBurney . E i g h t other physi-
cians also signed. T h e report follows : -

" < T h e bul le t which s t ruck over the breast bone did not pass 

t h rough t he skin, and did l i t t le h a r m . 
" ' T h e other bul let passed t h r o u g h both walls of the stomach 

nea r i ts lower border. Both holes were f o u n d to be perfectly closed 
by the stitches, b u t the t i ssue a round each hole had become gan-
grenous. Af te r passing t h r o u g h the stomach the bullet passed 

into t he back walls of the abdomen, h i t t ing and tear ing t he upper 
end of the k idney. T h i s portion of t he bul le t t rack was also 
gangrenous , the gangrene involving t he pancreas. T h e bul le t h a s 

not been found. 
« " T h e r e was no s ign of peri tonit is or disease of o ther organs . 

T h e hea r t walls were very th in , and the re was no evidence of any 
a t tempt at repair on t he par t of na ture , and death resul ted f rom 
the gangrene , which affected the s tomach around t he bullet 
wounds as well as the t issues around t he f u r t h e r course of the 
bul le t Dea th was unavoidable by any surgical or medical treat-
ment , and was t he direct resul t of t he bul le t wound. 

" ' (Signed) H a r v e y D. Gaylord , M. D.; H e r m a n G. Matzmger , 
M D.; P. M. Rixey , M. D.; Mat thew D. Mann, M. D.; H e r m a n 
Mynte r , M. D. ; Roswell Park , M. D ; E u g e n e Wasdm, M 
Char les G. Stockton, M. D.; Edward G. J a n e w a y . M. D.; W W 
Johnson, M. D.; W . P. Kendall , U. S. A.; Char les Cary, M. D., 
Edward L. Muuson, ass is tant surgeon, U. S. A., and H e r m a n n s 

E. Baer, M. D.' 

C O N C L A V E O F D O C T O R S . 

" D r s Rixey, Mann, Mynte r , P a r k and W a s d i n were the 
a t tending surgeons. Dr. Stockton was added to the staff T h u r s -
day n ight . Drs. J anewav and J o h n s o n were t he hear t specialists 
sent for on Fr iday . Dr.' Baer is Abner McKin ley ' s son-in-law. 
T h e others were Buffalo pract i t ioners of note, who were merely 

called in to assist at t he autopsy." 
Dr Roswell Pa rk , speak ing of the probable direct cause of 

the Pres ident ' s death, said : " Apparen t ly the bullet a f ter pass ing 
th rough the stomach penetra ted to t he pancreat ic gland, t h o u g h 
we were not able to discover th i s fact while t he Pres ident lived. 
T h e ball cut a smal l grove t h r o u g h an edge of the le f t k idney 
and then reached the pancreas, af terward imbedding itself some-
where in the muscles or t issues of the back. T h e r e was no th ing 
to indicate t ha t t he pancreas had been s t ruck by t he bul le t in the 
examinat ions t ha t were made at the t ime of the first opera-

tion. 



" A f t e r the wound and incision made by the operat ing 
surgeons had been closed, i t seems t ha t the pancreas fluid escaped 
steadily into the sys tem. Of course, the re was no way for us to 
know this , or we should have discovered some trace of the f a c t 
W e could not cut t h r o u g h to where t he ball h a d embedded itself 
and trace i ts course backward from there . T h e pancreas fluid, 
which properly aids in t he assimilat ion of s t a rchy stuffs, flowed 
cons tant ly from the wound and was absorbed by the t issues. It 
reached t he veins, and th rough them the hear t . I t likewise 
provoked g a n g r e n e of t he t issues. No, the use of the X-ray 
would not have aided in t he discovery of th is t rouble ." 

" Did the possibili ty of the pancreas h a v i n g been entered by 
the bul le t ever enter into the calculation of t he surgeons when 
they were in consul tat ion ? " 

N O W A Y T O F I N D O U T . 

" Not un t i l the Pres ident took t he t u r n for t he worse, a f ter 
he had taken t he solid food T h u r s d a y . T h e n it was only 
discussed in a negat ive fashion, not regarded as among the 
possibilities. I u any event, the re was no method by which we 
could have discovered the fact. T h e Pres ident realized t ha t 
the re was no hope for h is recovery at least forty-eight h o u r s 
before he passed away. H e was never told by those at h is side 
tha t they knew he could not live. T h e X- ray was b rought to 
the house only with the idea of hav ing it nea r and in readiness 
should t he occasion arise for i ts use. W e did not find tha t it 

could he lp u s at any t ime." w T r . , , . 
Dr P a r k did not explain how Pres ident M c K m l e y knew tha t 

h e was beyond recovery at a t ime when t he phys ic ians were 
sending out favorable bul le t ins and all bu t announc ing tha t he 
was out of danger . ^ A . 

Dr Mynter , who was in a t tendance upon the President almost 
f rom the moment h e was s t ruck down, s a i d : " T h e a s s a s s i n s 
bullet , f rom what our examinat ions demonstrated passed first 
t h rough t he abdomen, then t h r o u g h the f ront and back of he 
stomach. F r o m the re i t tore t h r o u g h t he mesentery of the colon 

t ransversum, notched off a corner of t he lef t k idney and passed 
t h r o u g h the rear wall of the per i toneum. Af t e r t ha t i t dis-
appeared in the muscles of the back, and we could get no trace 
of i ts res t ing place. I t would not have been possible to cut in 
and reach it. 

" I have t reated hund reds of gunsho t wounds in m y experi-
ence as a surgeon, bu t never before have I found tha t conditions 
developed such as have come u p in th is case. F r o m the point of 
entrance of the ball to where it d isappeared the re had developed a 
gangrenous course. T h e r e was no peritonitis. 

" You ask me if the bullet was poisoned ? I mus t tell you 
t ha t I do not know. I have never come in contact with an ins tance 
of a bul le t being poisoned, bu t the re is th is gangrenous course, 
such as ne i ther I nor any of the o ther surgeons a t t end ing the 
Pres ident had ever encountered. I caunot account for it. 

T H E R E W A S N O H O P E . 

" T h e Pres ident ' s s tomach was amply capable of re ta in ing 
what food was given to him, bu t the gangrenous spots in the wall 
of the organ were work ing the mischief. H a d h e survived the 
n igh t , I am satisfied tha t to-day would have found these mortified 
port ions f a l l i n g a w a y , d ropping the contents of fhe stomach into 
the abdomen, and then death would have ensued quickly. 

" Most assuredly the solids given h im worked not one whit of 
ha rm. W e only permit ted h im to have a few nibbles of toast, 
t ha t he migh t chew on them and remove the secretions from his 
tongue. I t was absolutely necessary and worked no i n j u r y . ' 
T h e coffee was beneficial, what l i t t le h e had of it. I give coffee as 
a s t imulan t where people suffer from hea r t t rouble." 

Dr. Mat thew D. Maun, t he surgeon who performed t he opera-
tion on President McKin ley immedia te ly af ter the shooting, and 
who was principal ly in charge of the case du r ing the Pres ident ' s 
prostrat ion, said t ha t the autopsy showed two unquest ionable facts: 

F i rs t , t h a t the Pres ident never had the s l ightes t chance to 
recover; and 

Second, tha t the surgical steps t aken immediate ly af ter he 
19 



was shot were what migh t have saved h i s l ife unde r favorable 

conditions. - , 
D r M a n n said t ha t the Pres ident ' s h u r t was one t ha t under 

near ly any c i rcumstances would be fatal . I n the case of a young 
m a n in perfect hea l t h and vigor t he same prompt surgical at ten-
tion a f te r t he same in jur ies m i g h t save life. 

" T h e evidence we find af ter t he autopsy," said Dr. Mann, 
" i s to th i s effect. Even the first impulse toward recovery never 
existed in the Pres iden t ' s case. T h e bul le t w o u n d showed abso-
lu te ly no in tent ion to heal . N a t u r e did absolutely no th ing to 
m e n d t h e damage. T h e bullet punc tu res in t he stomach were 
held together by t he su tures , prevent ing t he escape of foreign 
mat te r into the abdominal cavity, b u t the t i ssues had shown no 
disposition to unite. T h e Pres ident ' s death - a s due to the poison 
developed by the gangreneous condition of the b u let , o u n d . 
T h e poison was absorbed into t he system, and kil led j u s t as 
surely as would poison taken by t he mouth . 

F A V O R A B L E S Y M P T O M S . 
44 T h e r e was no h igh inf lammation. T h e cons tant low temper-

a ture of course, demonstra tes that , and the re was no evidence of 
peri tonit is or septicemia. I can only say t ha t the Pres ident was 
T a T o w condition, and repair by na tu r e consequent ly did not 

f 0 l l ° " ^do^no t mean by t ha t t ha t the Pres ident was not physical ly 
s t rong T h e condition I define is different from physical weak 
t s s H i s vital i ty was low; he had - recuperat ive Pavers 

f ^ A tha t h is hea r t was r a the r th in . I mean by tha t tha t 
n i e the body which is not kep t at a proper 

M ^ H ^ S e Pres ident died s i n ^ y 

from hear t fai lure. , » T ¿«id 
« N o " said he " t h a t was not t he cause of death. As I saia , . . . . - — » — S -

s s r r s . s ' ^ s ^ ' - - -

wind. T h a t is due to the fact t ha t h is heart , not being sufficiently 
exercised, is more or less th in . " 

44 How is it ," was asked, " t ha t the bul le t was not found in 
the au topsy ? " 

44 T h e only answer to t ha t quest ion is t ha t the bullet was not 
discoverable. In th ree hours ' search i t could not be found. I 
t h i n k t ha t fact is sufficient reply to any possible cri tcism which 
m a y have been offered concerning t he fai lure of the surgeons to 
search for t he bul le t d u r i n g the first operation. At the autopsy, 
with t he abdomen open and the breastbone removed, it was 
impossible to find t he bullet . How futile, therefore, would have 
been the effort to find it when the Pres ident was l iv ing ? " 

T h e following l ines are express ive of the tender s y m p a t h y 
felt for Mrs. McKin ley : 

D E A R H E A R T A N D T R U E . 

Dear Heart , who mourn ing has the grief 
Of this wide world to soothe her own ! 
For but to hear the name of the beloved 
Breathed by some o ther voice full tenderly 
H a t h kept full many a heart f rom breaking quite ; 
A n d thus , so she ; to he r the silence kep t inviolate, 
Or broken but by h a r m o n y of sacred song. 
Or slow, sweet, music of the vibrant bells 
T h a t gir t the earth with sound ; 
Sure this must soothe, uplift, inspire, 
T o wai t—to wait ano ther d a y — 
A day when all her days of sorrow 
Soothed by his dear love ; 
W h e n all her days of sorrow sweetened by such memories, 
Are done. A n d t h e n — T h e Silence, Silence ! 
Then , T h e W a k e n i n g . T h e Life ! So, fuller, richer, grander , by the dep ths of this, 
So, satisfying and eterne ! 
So, borne above her loss by myr iads ; 
So wrapt in incense of their prayers ; 
So, thought on by all women and all men, 
She still may live—live on, 
Dear Hear t and T r u e ! 

A very appreciative notice of President McKin ley appeared 
in the " A i l an t a Const i tut ion," and was only one of h u n d r e d s of 



s imi la r express ions of grief t h r o u g h o u t t h e Sou th . N o w h e r e was 
Mr. K c K i n l e y be t te r loved or more s incere ly m o u r n e d . 

A L L I S O V E R . 

" W i t h t h e final ceremonies of state, r endered in t h e federal 
capitol b u i l d i n g yes te rday , t h e na t ion h a s t a k e n leave of t h e la te 

p r e s i d e n t ^ ^ C a n t Q n i h e b e l 0 1 1 g 3 to h i s fami ly . Tomorrow, in 

h i s grave , h e will be long to e te rn i ty . 
" T h e assass in ' s work was a shock to t h e na t ion . I n t h e 

despera t ion of t h e h o u r of affliction t h e publ ic h e a r t was h a r d e n e d 
and called for vengeance . By the ca ta fa lque u p o n which t h e body 
of t h e vict im laid so reposefu l ly , we a lmos t c a u g h t t h e smile of 
l i f e - t h e vict im, t h e offer ing upon t h e a l t a r of coun t ry , was 
s u r r o u n d e d b y e s t r anged h e a r t s made one. L e t no rude voice 
ever p r e s u m e to d i s t u r b t h i s ho ly consecrat ion to coun t ry 

" U p o n t h e firing l ine of o rgan ized society Mr. M c K . n l e y had 
stood T h e society t h a t h a d f o u g h t i ts ba t t l e for recogni t ion 
t h r o u g h t h e d a r k n e s s of p a t r i a r c h a l ; t h a t had found some 
considera t ion in f euda l i sm ; t h a t had been r u d e l y F e e d back 
b y absolu t i sm, found i ts r e s t i n g place upon a new cont inen t , and 
i t s e x e m p l a r s stood in an honored line, a t one end of w h i c h was 
George W a s h i n g t o n - a t t h e other , W i l l i a m M c K t n e y ! Bu 
S i n g h society had f o u g h t t h i s ba t t l e a g a i n s t P o - r , t h a s no t 
y e t won in t h e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t ignorance and vice. V ce m a h g -
n a n t did i ts work in Buffalo, b u t society h a s shown itself s t r ong 
e n o u g h to r a l ly and s t and upon i ts feet. M c K m l e y h a s fa l len 
u p o n t h e firing l ine of p rogress ; h i s body h a s been bo rne away 
f rom t h e t r e n c h to receive t h e hono r s due the soldier dead at the 

^ ' T h e ' p r e s i d e n t found a m i g h t y na t ion w h e n h e was called 
in to officl W a s h i n g t o n h a d es tab l i shed i ts - ^ e n -
Jef ferson had ou t l ined i t s civic purpose . Monroe h a d warned 
t h e world of i ts g r o w i n g impor tance . L inco ln h a d held 

^ t S : « and rich, b u t to rn b y seeds 

of d issension. W i t h a cour tesy ch iva l ry had neve r a p p r o a c h e d ; 
wi th a k ind l ines s so appa ren t t h a t it allowed of no doubt , h e 
touched t h e sens i t ive poin t , and p ronounced t h e words t h a t 
res tored t h e u n i t y of pu rpose t h a t had m a r k e d t h e Con t inen t a l s 
w h e n t h e y f o u g h t and s ta rved t oge the r in 1776. 

T h i s is t h e m a n whose body h a s la in in t h e na t i on ' s Capitol , 
and f rom whom we have t a k e n leave. M a g n a n i m o u s , k ind-
hear ted , patriotic, h e h a s been borne away, and t h e na t ion , weep-
i n g over a fa l len leader , feels t h e s t r onge r for t h e work h e h a s 
done. 



C H A P T E R X V . 

Obsequies of Our Martyred Pres ident-Extraordinary 
Demonstrations of Public S o r r o w - B o d y Lying m 
State at B u f f a l o - I m m e n s e Throngs of People Passing 
the Bier—Short and Simple Funeral Services. 

TT had raiued fitfully th rough the uight , but as the morning 
1 advanced a geuial sun dispelled the heavy clouds T h e 
morn ing to which Buffalo awoke was balmy, and seemed to have 
T n T w i t h its sorrow. But the people had n o t ; t hey had learned 
t ha t services for the dead Pres ident would be he d at the Milburn 
house and tha t la ter the body of the murdered President would 

116 ^ r a l ^ s L f t h e y resolved to await the la t ter oppor 
tuni ty of looking upon h i s face in death which a short nine days 
before they had seen in ruddy life. T h e streets were ast ir early 
bu t the movement was tha t of a people s o r e l y oppressed with 
H f and the gentle sun l igh t did bu t give it a silver l i n ing At 
fhe r o p e d barr iers drawn around the City H a l l t hey gathered and 
waited patiently. Down the abut t ing streets they stretched out, 
two abreast, f o / h a l f a mile in two directions, s i lent o r t a t a g ; m 

iow r - r f t i e s s i ^ « 
Z ^ a f a t h e r ] were they m o u r n i n g without the smallest t inge 

° f a A W t h e main streets mourn ing insignia of black, black 
and w h i t e a n d purple had been placed. T h e displays « 
but scarcely one was worthy of part icular ^ A 

s t reamer dependent from a half draped flag was the most ettective 
embi™n seen T h e washed ont flags pu t u p m joy over the 
E x ^ i o n were too many for the little m o u r n i n g material used, 

m 

occasions was not heard. T h e street fakirs who on Saturday had 
hidden their Pan-American souvenirs and had subst i tuted for 
them stocks of funeral emblems, were out of s ight . Noth ing 
marred the dignity, the decorum of the day. T h e police had 
little to do in manag ing the crowds. A word was silently obeyed. 
Democracy was preaching a powerful sermon, and all tha t 
happened unti l n ightfa l l bore it out. All was for ordered l iberty 
among equals before the law. T h e thri l l of emotion made it as 
human and living as it well could be. 

T h e new President, bodily tired and mental ly worn out, had 
slept well in the pillared house on the avenue. There was 110 
waking, alas, for h im whom the new one had succeeded. At the 
Milburn cottage, where lay the remains of Wil l iam McKinley, 
the sunsh ine was fitfully busy, mak ing a r a b e s q u e s of shadows on 
the lawn, over which the sentries still were pacing. At the 
distant barriers of rope there was no great crowd. 

O N T H E W A T C H F O R A S S A S S I N S . 

There was close scru t iny of all who wished to pass. T h i s 
was so not merely because of the desire to l imi t the number near 
the house of death, but also because of the dread that in some 
friendly guise another murderer would pass, and th is is the curse 
of crime. L ike the enemy in the night , it scat ters tares of dis-
t rus t between man and man where the wheat of loving confidence 
should grow. T h e uniformed police were watchful and not a 
l i t t le feverishly nervous, and secret service men swarmed at every 
elbow. , 

In the cottage the simple preparat ions had been made for the 
service. Perhaps in holding the services at the cottage simplicity 
had been over strained. T h e smallest church will hold more 
people than the parlor of the la rges t cottage. Grea t care had 
been taken m l imi t ing the invitations, bu t even near ly hal t of 
those who came could not enter and remain. Doubtless other and 
more delicate considerations ruled in mak ing the order of th ings 
what it was. . 

By half-past ten a goodly number had arrived. In tall si lk 



hats , black coats and black gloves they stood in groups upon the 
lawn and waited. Some came on foot, bu t most in carriages, the 
ropes be ing lowered and raised as t he carr iages went past. H a r d 
on eleven the hearse with i ts four h i g h s tepping, coal black Flem-
ish horses, i ts f r inged black hammerc lo th and silver-plated 
carr iage lamps , drove up—a simple equipage enough, such as any 
well to do pr ivate family m i g h t engage . W h y not a catafalque 
for the na t ion ' s dead ? Again a nice discretion ruled, a deference 
to the well known law of the s imple ways of life and death 
t h a t marked Wi l l i am McKin ley . 

Anon t he r h y t h m i c t r a m p of m a n y feet is heard, and the 
a rmed escort is march ing by. Barely two hund red men they 
seem, and chosen f rom all the a rms of t h e service. Sai lors m 
the i r brown-legginged short dress, mar ines with a touch of red on 
the i r b lue uniform, a company of regulars , a couple of companies 
from the Na t iona l Guard, a h a n d f u l f rom the Hospi ta l C o r p s -
t h a t w a s a l l . ^ ^ C A B i N E T I N A T T E N D A N C E . 

Members of the Cabinet began to appear. Postmaster-Gen-
eral S m i t h and Secre tary Wilson, the la t te r the more venerable 
looking, with h i s g r a y beard, entered t he house. Governor Odell, 
very erect, waited on t he lawn. Genera l " D a n " Sickles, m a 
Grand A r m y hat, hobbled out of h is carriage on h is crutches. H e 
was coming to see another old soldier of the civil w a r - a n o t h e r 

comrade—laid to rest. 
Secre ta ry Root, very careworn, came on foot with some 

ladies. Sena to r H a n n a , t he grav i ty of a grea t loss brooding over 
h im and m a k i n g h im forgetful at moments of what was said and 
done about him, stood apart . Secretary Long, who is proverbial ly 
forget fu l of the smal l t h i n g s of life, came m a s t raw h a t ; bu t 
t he h a t was so much in h i s hand, and his s t rong earnes t face 
was so seamed with grief, t ha t the unconvent ional headgear was 

noticed by few. , , 
Six members of t he Cabinet were on the lawn or ,n the honse 

when, at a minu te or two before eleven, Pres ident Rooseve 
stepped ont of h is p la in carriage. H e was dressed m tastefnl 

black, and raised h is tall h a t in salute m a n y t imes as he walked 
t h r o u g h t he crowd on t he lawn, now lined u p with a passage 
between. T h e sun was still sh i f t i ng from glow to shadow as the 
l ines on the lawn followed the Pres ident into the house. 

E n t e r i n g beneath ivied porch aud t u r n i n g to the right in the 
wide hall, one was a t once in t he room where all tha t was not im-
mortal of President McKin ley lay. N o a t tempt had been made 
to al ter th is parlor and l ibrary into a mor tua ry chamber . So t he 
black shadow did not fall so heavi ly across one on enter ing. 
Ano the r step, and the coffin on its t res t le was before one. 

T H E H I S T O R I C R O O M . 

I t is a large, oblong room, and book shelves l ine it in places. 
I t has two windows t ha t let l i gh t in t h r o u g h th in white curtains . 
A la rge photograph of the mut i la ted winged victory caugh t much 
of th is l ight , and seemed pa in fu l ly emblematic of what was doing 
there, s t and ing out as it did from the wall paper, which showed 
great bunches of red flowers on a white ground. T h e upper par t 
of the coffin cover had been removed, and a national flag draped 
about the lower part , on which rested wreaths of white asters, 
yellow roses and a la rge one of purp le asters. Other wreaths 
there were around the trest les. 

As the mourners entered they passed up to the windows and 
down on the lef t side of the coffin, gaz ing on the dead face with 
his own tide of emotion within h is breast. Some l ingered aud 
gazed, and m a n y tears fell, bu t not a word was spoken, save a 
whispered one to those who wished to pass out r a the r than bear 
the oppressive moments t ha t were to follow. 

T h e dead Pres ident ' s head rested on a pillow of tu f t ed white 
sat in ; h is lef t hand lay across h i s breast . T h e y had dressed h im 
in black, a black tie, a white s tand-up collar. In the lapel of h is 
coat was a bronze Grand A r m y but ton, sole ornament , sole emblem 
of what he had been—a lover of h is country , f a i th fu l un to death. 
T h e features were somewhat s h r u n k and drawn with suffer ing, 
and the skin was yellowish ; bu t the sac rament of a grea t peace 
was upon his closed eyelids, and the bony model ing of chin and 



forehead and t he elear l ine of the si lent l ips showed tha t h i s type 
w a f n o W e and t h a t t he hea r t whieh re fused to beat longer was 

t r U e ^ i t e X e t o ^ t n t he other side of the avenue the band 
of t h ? T x t y fifth was stationed, and, as the coffin was borne on 

ffl^ums and then the Pres ident ' s favorite h y m n was played 
muffled drums , and tnei following are the 
as the coffin was placed m the hearse. 

words of t he h y m n : 
I . Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer to T h e e ; 
E ' en though it be a Cross 

T h a t raiseth m e ; 
Still all my song shall be, 

Nearer, my God, to Thee, 
Nearer , my God, to Thee , 

Nearer to Thee I 

I I T h o u g h like the wanderer , 
T h e sun gone down, 

Darkness be over me, 
My rest a stone, 

Y e t in my dreams I 'd be, 
Nearer, my God, to Thee, 

Nearer , my God, to Thee, 
Nearer to T h e e ! 

H I — T h e r e let the way appear 
Steps unto heaven ; 

All tha t Thou sendest me 
In mercy given ; 

Ange ls to beckon me 
Nearer , my God, to Thee , 

Nearer to T h e e ! 

X V — O r if on joyful wing. 
Cleaving the sky, 

Sun. moon and stars forgot, 
U p w a r d I fly-

Still all my song shall be. 
Nearer, my God, to Thee , 

Neare r to T h e e ! 

Pres iden t Roosevelt and the Cabinet followed the coffin and 
entered the first two carriages. Governor Odell and Senator H a n n a 
rode together , t he la t te r ' s broad face sti l l wet. So they followed, 
foreign diplomats with stolid faces, Senators and officials and 
former officials. T h e son of former Pres ident Harr i son was about. 
Fo rmer At torney General Bissell, a relic of Cleveland 's time, and 
so l ike Mr. Cleveland, passed from the house on foot. 

T h e mi l i ta ry escort deployed from column of four to column 
of platoons, and," led by t he band, to the t ap of a s ingle drum 
passed slowly down the avenue, t he regu la r s ca r ry ing a furled 
flag, with a d rap ing of crepe. On each side of t he hearse was a 
g u a r d of honor of e ight sailors from the Michigan. T h e people 
below the barr iers awaited the pass ing of the funera l cortege m 

respect fu l sympathe t ic silence, and so saw it pass slowly by in 

solemn digni ty . 

C R O W D S A R O U N D T H E C I T Y H A L L . 

Down about the City Hal l , a handsome pile of grani te in the 
hea r t of Buffalo, two miles away, the crowd had become enor-
mous bu t Chief Bull has learned to hand le crowds, and there was 
no push ing , no confusion. Such of us as did not go wi th the 
funera l procession went at once to the City Hal l , where the pre-
parat ions for a public view of t he dead Pres ident had been admi-
rably made, and, as i t proved, s t r ic t ly carr ied out Scarcely 
however, had we entered the ha l l t h a n a torrent ia l downpour of 
rain began. T h e procession was still nea r ly a quar te r of a mile 
awav the s t ra ins of Chopin ' s funera l march coming faint ly to 
our ears . E v e r y man not in a closed carr iage mus t have been 

soaked th rough and th rough . 
On the spacious main floor of the City Hal l , which is reached 

bv a flight of stone steps, t he walls were h u n g in black and the 
la rge recesses on e i ther side t a s t e fu l ly banked with palms and 
palmettos. N e a r the center of the hall , at a point midway between 
four l ighted six branch chandeliers , was t he s l igh t ly inclined 
p la t form for the coffin. U p the s teps it was borne by its e ight 
bearers, who tu rned d e f t l y - t h e y ca r ry the dead, feet f o r e m o s t - a n d 



lowered the i r precious burden gent ly into i ts place, the lid was 
removed, some a d j u s t m e n t s made, and then the lower par t of the 
lid replaced, while Pres ident Roosevelt and t he chief mourners 
stood on e i ther side. W h e n all was in place, t he Pres ident and 
Cabinet, again looking on the body within, passed out of the rear 
of the ha l l to the i r carriages. 

T h e ra in was fa l l ing at intervals, but it could not keep t he 
crowd of cit izens away. I t was t he hour of t he people, and a 
l i t t le ra in could not keep t h e m back. On, in moist garments , 
t hey came, two by two, in two streams, looked sha rp ly down at 
the form in t he coffin and were hur r i ed a long and out. H o u r 
af ter hour the l iv ing s t ream continued. At each side of the coffin 
and at each end stood a man on guard. A sailor with drawn cutlas, 
an officer with drawn sword, a mar ine and a regu la r with fixed 
bayonets. T h e r e was no t ime for incidents beyond h u r r y i n g the 
few, inconsiderate of those behind, who wished to l inger because 
they loved and pitied. But all was done gent ly , an,d the tide was 
kept flowing. 

I N D I A N S AS M O U R N E R S . 

I t was toward four o'clock t ha t t he most p ic turesque visit was 
made. One hund red and fifty Indians , chiefs, braves, squaws, and 
pappooses f rom the Exposi t ion, dressed in the i r m a n y colored 
blankets , with painted faces, entered t he hal l . A g rea t wreath of 
asters had preceded them, bear ing an inscript ion to the Great 
W h i t e Chief. As they came into t he hal l in a grea t g roup they 
looked wildly about them, bu t the h u s h of it all, the solemnity, 
the casket unde r t he l ights , the s ta tue l ike figures of the guard, 
had an awesome effect upon them, and they fell into a line of 
two abreast at a word from the i r white leader, and so passed u p to 
where t he coffin lay. As each Ind ian chief or brave came u p he 
halted, drew a white aster from the folds of his b lanke t and gen t ly 
placed i t on the coffin. T h e n with some mut te red word passed on. 

L o n g had they wished to see the Grea t W h i t e F a t h e r ; t ha t 
wish was the final lu re t ha t drew m a n y of them to the Exposit ion. 
Day af ter day t h e y had come to their whi te leader. " W h e n will 
the Great F a t h e r come ? " H e came, they saw him, and then they 

heard he was shot. Grea t was the i r anger, great the i r desire to 
see vengeance wreaked upon the murderer . T h e y would h u n t 
h im. H e was caught , t hey were told. If the Pres ident died the 
murde re r would be pu t to death. Oh, no ; tha t was not the i r 
idea. Give h im to them and let them give h im the terrible 
Apache formula. 

T h e Sioux, the Arapahoes could tor ture h im with m a n y 
varieties of pain, bu t to kil l h im quick, l ike that , c lapping the i r 
hands , Oh, infamous. Do you love your great chief t ha t you 
kil l the t reacherous murdere r in a flash ? Long af ter the Ind ians 
had passed the grave whi te people cont inued to come and go. A 
river of love and compassion, and as n i g h t was fa l l ing and the 
s tars were coming out in the clear vault of the deep blue sky the 
l ine still was moving without apparent end. 

R E D M E N ' S F A R E W E L L T O T H E G R E A T C H I E F . 

T h e following touch ing inscription accompanied a wreath 01 
purp le asters, the t r ibute of t he Ind ians at the Pan-American 
Exposi t ion : 

" Farewell of Chief Geronimo, Blue Horse , F l a t Iron and 
Red Sh i r t and t he 700 braves of t he Indian Congress . L ike 
Lincoln and Garfield, Pres iden t McKin ley never abused au thor i ty 
except on the side of mercy. T h e mar ty red grea t W h i t e Chief 
will s tand in memory n e x t to t he Saviour of m a n k i n d ; we loved 
h im l iv ing ; we love h im st i l l ." 

Ano the r account of the simple services at the house contains 
t he following p a r t i c u l a r s : By the head of the coffin on its 
right stood Pres ident Roosevelt, u p r i g h t as at a t ten t ion , h is hat 
held to h i s breast , h is eyes fixed on the face of t he dead. Secre-
tary Root and t he o ther members of the Cabinet were in l ine with 
him, and below these was Governor Odel l and behind him 
Senator H a n n a . T h e room was now uncomfor tably fu l l . T h e 
hal l was ful l and across the d in ing room was full . M a n y passed 
out and stood bareheaded on the lawn, for now the services were 
beginning. 

Unseen of all below and on t he floor above the widow of thQ 



dead remained with Mrs. and Miss Barber by her and Dr. R ixey 
ear ing for her . She said l i t t le one heard , only begg ing t h a t if 
he r dead were to be taken away for the people to see t h a i be 
b rongh t back to the honse again, t ha t she m i g h t watch with h im 
ti l l m o r n i n g - a n d all th is with l i t t le or no outward s ign of griei 
for she sees but d imly t h r o u g h the veil. Those who are without 

<ir«d within t h i n k of her. . . 
Magnif icent ly impressive, by reason of t h e i r s implicity were 

the services at Buffalo over all tha t remained of Wi l l i am M c k i n l e y 
save the memory tha t will l inger in the hea r t s of the^American 
people whom h e loved and who loved and t rus ted h im T h e 
grandeuT and pomp tha t oft t imes lift , at the last, men of mean 
f t S n m e n t s to a j L i a c l e of supposit ions greatness were not 
p r e s e n t T h e y would have been so far out of place as to be a 
shock to the sorrowing hea r t s tha t gathered at the Ml lburn cottage 
in Delaware avenue at eleven o'clock. 

E X T R E M E L Y S I M P L E C E R E M O N I E S . 

„,, r e s s k « s s s f t i t 

mums rested on a marb le shelf a t the base of the mirror . T h e 
carpet itself was draped with a la rge Amer ican flag. 

Shor t ly a f te r 10 o'clock those invited to the ceremony began 
to arrive. At first t hey came s ingly or in smal l parties, and there 
was considerable in tervals between the arr ivals of the carriages, 
but as the hour for t he service drew nearer , carr iages drove u p 
in rapid succession. U n t i l j u s t before eleven o'clock very few 
entered the house, preferrimg to remain on t he lawn, where they , 
for t he most part , stood in si lent groups, awed b y t he sad mission 
on which they had come. Most of them, however, had gone in 
when, at th ree minu t e s of eleven, Pres iden t Roosevelt drove u p 
in a carr iage with Mr. and Mrs. Ans ley Wilcox. H e shook h a n d s 
in silence with several members of t he Cabinet, who met h im at the 
carriage, aud then slowly walked to t he piazza and into the house. 

M I L I T A R Y A N D N A V A L E S C O R T . 

Meanwhile, a company of r egu la r s of the Four t een th Regi-
ment , f rom For t Porter; a detail of mar ines f rom Camp Haywood, 
at t he Pan-American Exposi t ion; a company of mar ines from the 
s teamship " Michigan ," and a company each from the Sixty-f if th 
and Seventy- four th Reg imen t s , of the Nat iona l Guard of New 
York, had drawn u p iu Delaware avenue, and, s t re tched out in a 
long line, fac ing the house, stood a t rest . 

At each door and window in t he room in which lay the casket 
a r egu la r or mar ine had been posted. A t one of the front win-
dows stood a soldier and at the o ther a sailor. At t he door leading 
into t he ha l l stood a mar ine and a r e g u l a r ; at the door leading 
into the dining-room at the rear a m a r i n e was posted, and a 
sergeant stood at the door l ead ing into a smal ler l ibrary on the 
no r th side of t he house. 

In this small l ib ra ry were most of the members of the 
McKinley family and a few of the i r closest f r iends. Mrs. 
McKinley , the chief sufferer of all, did not come down stairs 
du r ing the services! W i t h Mrs. Barber , Miss Barber, Mrs. 
Hobar t and Dr. Rixey , she sat at the head of the s tairs leading 
into t he main hal l . All t he doors were open, and she could hear 
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every word of the minis ter ' s earnest prayer, and the sweet^strains 
of the choir reached her in her seclusion as they sang the Presi-

n ^ n c r ^ r s h e « down, bu t sat t h r o u g h it all silent 
and possessed. I t seemed as if her great grief had exhausted 
her pctwer for suffering. Wi th a handkerchief at her eyes, she 
S h e r suffer ing in her broken hear t as s h , . s a t t h e « ha r ly 
s t i r r ine unt i l j u s t before the casket was carried out. T h e n sue 
v T g e n t l y ra i led from her chair and led away to her own r o o m 

f t was a quarter before eleven o'clock when the people who 

Odell on the r igh t side of the room. 

C O M P A N Y R O S E I N H I S H O N O R . 

President Roosevelt entered the l ibrary from the small room 
where the members of the family sat at « 

ff-¿g^^zr»™^ L ä foi 
a m o m e n t he gazed on the face of M « . H i ^ w e r e 

¡ s - r i r - Ä Ä A . 
service his face was set a n d R M . Secretary 

T u r n i n g , M ^ - v e U spok m ^ ^ ^ 
l o n g , who stood next to him. " J

R o o t t 0 0 k Secretary 
n e t precedence be observed for S c reUry ^ ^ ^ 
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Delware Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church, son of tha t Dr. 
Locke who for m a n y years was the McKiuley pastor at Canton, 
entered the room through the double doors connecting with the 
dining room. 

H e went to the door leading into the outer hall so tha t his 
words migh t be audible to Mrs. McKinley, who sat at the head 
of the stairs leading u p from the hall, and there took h is stand. 
T h e quar te t from the F i r s t Presbyter ian Church had been sta-
tioned in the dining room, and with the sweet s t rains of " Lead, 
Kindly Light , " the services were begun. Eyes that before had 
been dry and hard filled with tears as this verse was sung with 
exquisite feeling and pathos. 

D I V I N E A I D E A R N E S T L Y S O U G H T . 

Dr. Locke raised his hands as the music died away. For a 
moment there was intense silence, then in prayer, his words 
uttered so that t hey reached the ears of the woman sorrowing for 
her dead, he made this eloquent appeal :— 

" ' O God, ou r he lp in ages past , 
O u r hope for yea r s to come , 

O u r she l t e r f rom the s t o r m y blast, 
A n d ou r e te rna l h o m e . ' 

" We, T h y servants, h u m b l y beseech Thee for manifestat ions 
of T h y favor as we come into T h y presence. W e laud and mag-
nify T h y holy name and praise Thee for all T h y goodness. Be 
merci fu l un to us and bless us as, s tr icken with overwhelming 
sorrow, we come unto Thee. Forgive us for our doubts and fears 
and fal ter ing faith ; pardon all our sins and shortcomings, and 
help us to say, ' T h y will be done.' In this n igh t of grief abide 
with us till the dawning. Speak to our troubled souls, O, God, 
and give to us in this hour of unut terable grief the peace and quiet 
which T h y presence only can afford. W e thank Thee that Thou 
answerest the sobbing sigh of the heart , and dost assure us tha t 
if a man die he shall live again. 

" W e praise Thee for Jesus Christ, t h y Son. our Say io i r and 
20 



Elde r Brother, tha t H e came ' to b r ing life and immorta l i ty to 
l ight , ' and because H e lives we shal l live also. W e t h a n k T h e e 
t ha t death is victory, t ha t ' to die is gain. ' H a v e mercy upon us 
in th is dispensat ion of T h y Providence. W e believe i n Thee—we 
t ru s t T h e e — o u r God of Love, ' t h e same yes terday, to-day and 
forever ' . 

" W e t h a n k T h e e for the unsul l ied l ife of T h y servant , our 
mar ty red Pres ident , whom T h o u has t t aken to h i s coronation, 
and we p ray for t he final t r i u m p h of al l the divine principles of 
pure character and free government for which h e stood while he 
lived and which were baptized by h i s blood in h is death. 

P R A Y E R F O R N E W P R E S I D E N T . 

« H e a r our p rayer for b less ings of consolation upon all those 
who were associated with h i m in t he adminis t ra t ion of t h e affairs 
of t he G o v e r n m e n t Especial ly vouchsafe T h y presence to T h y 
servant , who h a s been suddenly called to assume the holy responsi-
bil i t ies of Chief Magis t ra te . O, God, bless our dear nation, and 
guide the S h i p of S ta te t h r o u g h s to rmy seas. H e l p T h y people to 
be brave to fight t he bat t les of the Lord, and wise to solve all prob-
lems of freedom. 

"Grac ious ly hea r us for comfortable bless ings to rest upon 
the family circle of our departed fr iend. T e n d e r l y sus ta in t h ine 
handmaiden upon whom the blow of th is sorrow most heavi ly 
falls Accompany her, O, God, as T h o u has t promised, t h r o u g h 
th is dark valley and shadow, and may she fear no evil, because 
thou ar t with her. . 

"Al l these t h i n g s wc ask in the name of J e s u s Chris t , our 
Lord, who h a s t a u g h t us when we p ray to say : 

" O u r Fa the r , which ar t in heaven, Hal lowed be T h y name. 
T h y k ingdom come; T h y will be done on ear th as i t is in heaven. 
Give us this day our dai ly bread, and forgive us our t respasses as 
we forgive those who t respass agains t us; And lead us not into 
temptat ion, b u t deliver us from evil; for T h i n e is the k ingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen . 

" M a y t he grace of our Lord J e s u s Christ , the love ol God 
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the Fa ther , and Communion of the Holy Spir i t be with us all, 
evermore. Amen . " 

As Dr. Locke began the Lord ' s P raye r the mourne r s jo ined 
with h im, and all bowed low their heads as he pronounced the 
benediction. For a moment there was a h u s h . T h e services 
were finished, but no one moved. Pres ident Roosevelt stood 
immovable at the head of t he casket, t he Cabine t members in a 
line a t t he side. T h e n a mau who seemed sudden ly to have 
grown old slowly' rose from his seat beside Governor Odell and 
slowly, very slowly, walked alone pas t the l ine of Cabinet officers 
and to the side of the new Pres ident . H i s h a n d s clasped behind 
his back, h is head bent down on h i s grea t chest, Sena tor H a n u a 
stood and gazed on t he face of t he man he loved. 

S A D L Y L E F T T H E R O O M . 

I t seemed to the mourne r s tha t he stood looking down at his 
dear f r iend ' s face for fu l ly five minutes—in real i ty it was near ly 
two minutes—before he turned and slowly, sadly retraced his 
s teps across the room. H i s eyes were suffused with tears and on 
h i s face was a drawn, hagga rd look tha t was almost s t a r t l ing in 
i ts in tensi ty . H i s were t he last eyes to look 011 the face of the 
mar ty red Pres ident in the house where he had died. 

A s Senator H a n n a sat down the casket was closed, and t he 
soldiers and sailors advanced from the points where they had been 
stationed, and l i f t ing i t gen t ly but firmly on the i r bioad shoulders 
they slowly began their solemn march to t he hearse which stood 
wai t ing outside. Close beh ind the casket followed Pres ident 
Roosevelt, with Secretary Root ou h is le f t and the o ther members 
of t he Cabinet following. Slowly t h e y made the i r way into the 
hall, out the front door, down the s teps and down the walk to the 
hearse, whi le a band posted across t he street sof t ly p layed " N e a r e r 
My God to Thee . " L i f t i n g their precious burden into the fune ra l 
carr iage they closed the doors. 

T h e hearse was driven across t he s t reet , and one a f te r ano ther 
the carr iages came to the curb. In t he first car r iage Pres ident 
Roosevelt. Secre tary Root, Postmaster-General Smi th and Attor-
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Elde r Brother, tha t H e came ' to b r ing life and immorta l i ty to 
l ight , ' and because H e lives we shal l live also. W e t h a n k T h e e 
t ha t death is victory, t ha t ' to die is gain. ' H a v e mercy upon us 
in th is dispensat ion of T h y Providence. W e believe i n Thee—we 
t ru s t T h e e — o u r God of Love, ' t h e same yes terday, to-day and 
forever ' . 

" W e t h a n k T h e e for the unsul l ied l ife of T h y servant , our 
mar ty red Pres ident , whom T h o u has t t aken to h i s coronation, 
and we p ray for t he filial t r i u m p h of al l the divine principles of 
pure character and free government for which h e stood while he 
lived and which were baptized by h i s blood in h is death. 

P R A Y E R F O R N E W P R E S I D E N T . 

« H e a r our p rayer for b less ings of consolation upon all those 
who were associated with h im in t he admiuis t ra t iou of t h e affairs 
of t he G o v e r n m e n t Especial ly vouchsafe T h y presence to T h y 
servant , who h a s been suddenly called to assume the holy responsi-
bil i t ies of Chief Magis t ra te . O, God, bless our dear nation, and 
guide the S h i p of S ta te t h r o u g h s to rmy seas. H e l p T h y people to 
be brave to fight t he bat t les of the Lord, and wise to solve all prob-
lems of freedom. 

"Grac ious ly hea r us for comfortable bless ings to rest upon 
the family circle of our departed fr iend. T e n d e r l y sus ta in t h ine 
handmaiden upon whom the blow of th is sorrow most heavi ly 
falls Accompany her, O, God, as T h o u has t promised, t h r o u g h 
th is dark valley aud shadow, and may she fear no evil, because 
thou ar t with her. . 

"Al l these t h i n g s wc ask in the name of J e s u s Chris t , our 
Lord, who h a s t a u g h t us when we p ray to say : 

" O u r Fa the r , which ar t in heaven, Hal lowed be T h y name. 
T h y k ingdom come; T h y will be done on ear th as i t is in heaven. 
Give us this day our dai ly bread, and forgive us our t respasses as 
we forgive those who t respass agains t us; And lead us not into 
temptat ion, b u t deliver us from evil; for T h i n e is the k ingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen . 

" M a y t he grace of our Lord J e s u s Christ , the love ol God 

the Fa ther , and Communion of the Holy Spir i t be with us all, 
evermore. Amen . " 

As Dr. Locke began the Lord ' s P raye r the mourne r s jo ined 
with h im, and all bowed low their heads as lie pronounced the 
benediction. For a moment there was a h u s h . T h e services 
were finished, but no one moved. Pres ident Roosevelt stood 
immovable at the head of t he casket, t he Cabine t members in a 
line a t t he side. T h e n a m a n who seemed sudden ly to have 
grown old slowly' rose from his seat beside Governor Odell and 
slowly, very slowly, walked alone pas t the l ine of Cabinet officers 
and to the side of the new Pres ident . H i s h a n d s clasped behind 
his back, h is head bent down on h i s grea t chest, Sena tor H a n u a 
stood and gazed on t he face of t he man he loved. 

S A D L Y L E F T T H E R O O M . 

I t seemed to the mourne r s tha t he stood looking down at his 
dear f r iend ' s face for fu l ly five minutes—in real i ty it was near ly 
two minutes—before he turned and slowly, sadly retraced his 
s teps across the room. H i s eyes were suffused with tears and on 
h i s face was a drawn, hagga rd look tha t was almost s t a r t l ing in 
i ts in tensi ty . H i s were t he last eyes to look 011 the face of the 
mar ty red Pres ident in the house where he had died. 

A s Senator H a u n a sat down the casket was closed, and t he 
soldiers and sailors advanced from the points where they had been 
stationed, aud l i f t ing i t gen t ly but firmly on the i r bioad shoulders 
they slowly began their solemn march to t he hearse which stood 
wai t ing outside. Close beh ind the casket followed Pres ident 
Roosevelt, with Secretary Root ou h is le f t and the o ther members 
of t he Cabinet following. Slowly t h e y made the i r way into the 
hall, out the front door, down the s teps and down the walk to the 
hearse, while a band posted across t he street sof t ly p layed " N e a r e r 
My God to Thee . " L i f t i n g their precious burden into the fune ra l 
carr iage they closed the doors. 

T h e hearse was driven across t he s t reet , and one a f te r ano ther 
the carr iages came to the curb. In t he first car r iage Pres ident 
Roosevelt. Secre tary Root, Postmaster-General Smi th and Attor-



occupied the fourth. b l a c k horses. W a l k i n g 
T h e n came the hearse, drawn oy u i a n d marines 

beside the hearse were the active beare ^ s ° H rs ^ 
and a detail f rom the Grand Army of t h e R ^ d 

behind. Nex t came a company of ^ t y - f i f t h Regiment 
at the P a n - A m e r i c a n E x p - ^ J ^ ^ n t ¿ t i o n e d at For, 

band, a company of the Fourtee | a n d S e v e n t y . f o u r t h 

K S ^ K S ^ : f n d m a r i n e s from the Michigan. 
T h e glories of our bir th and state 

Are shadows, not substant.al t h m g s , 
Man has no armor against fate 

Death lays his every hand on tangs , 
Sceptre and crown must tumble down, 
And in the dust be equal made. 

M I G H T Y C O N C O U R S E O F M O U R N E R S . 

Even na ture mourned for ^ 
before was ru le r of a Sable clouds 
obsequious t r ibute of g n e i to t n e ^ J n t h e t r e e t o p s , 
darkened the skies and mot g , 

banne r a t his bier, an 

. d d n u , * * h ^ ^ 
^ a

i t
d t f d not drown the r e v e r e . ^ ^ ^ 

courses gathered for these ^ ^ o g ^ L s stleain, and 
sands pressed and s u r g e d r n ^ ^ j b rea th past the crape-
s t e p p e d with gentle footfall ^ r e p Q S e d m 

garbed catafalque, where the w a W r a m e , g ^ ^ 
t h e supreme r, w h e r e t ime and 
closed, and m the ^ t T X l s h a d o w s round, for servants of 
flickering gas j e t s threw t e a m 

the Republ ic kept guard and vigil over the dus t of the Com-
mander-in-Chief. 

Simplici ty tha t had in it something of majes ty marked the 
ceremonies of the day- H u g e banks of gray cloud h u n g low in 
the sky and a dismal wind crooned in the thick foliage of the 
gardens when the assemblage began to ga ther before the Milburn 
house, and those with cards of authorizat ion passed within. 
Ranked along the opposite curb were Company I, of the Four-
teenth Regu la r In fan t ry , a corps of marines in command of y o u n g 
Captain Leonard, who lost his arm in China, and a body of sailors 
from the bat t leship Indiana and the old fr igate Michigan. In 
front of these stood the Sixty-fifth Regiment band, and at the 
intersection of the two streets a platoon of mounted policemen, 
the officers in helmets and uniforms, tricked out with ful l dress, 
white and gold. 

L Y I N G IN S T A T E . 

On a creped platform between the two windows of the spacious 
library, which looks out on the lawn, rested the casket. I t was of 
massive mahogany with an outer covering of unrelieved crepe, 
and with double doors of glass and wood interlaid. T h e upper 
half of the casket was open, reveal ing the face and shoulders of 
the dead President, and across the lower hal f lay an American 
flag upon which rested a l iugh wreath of purple violets, red roses 
and white chrysanthemums. Between the windows a mirror 
reached almost from floor to ceiling, reflecting the solemn panto-
mine-like, sinister mockery of destiny. On its marble shelf at 
the bottom were two wreaths of roses and white chrysan themums, 
with pendant purple ribbons. 

Throughou t the services a soldier and sailor stood like 
s ta tues at ei ther window, and at f ront and rear doors were a ser-
geant of in fan t ry and a private. T h u s far were the formalit ies 
of s ta te regarded in that hall of the i l lustr ious dead. 

But in every soul gathered there stirred an emotion more 
vital and h u m a n than any panoply of power could give. I t was 
for the woman and the wife, the fragile leaflet, buffeted and 
wounded by the s torms of circumstance, who had known the 



Mould ing t e n e m e n t l y i n g the re as more t h a n chief and ru l e r 
as lover f r i end and h u s b a n d , in whom t h e e x i g e n t ceremonies of 
s t a tec ra f t h a d neve r touched except to lof t ie r and g r a n d e r values, 
^ t e n d e r h u m a n i t i e s of t h e home. 

E v e r y eye m u t e l y asked for her . E v e r y h e a r t throbbed 
qu i cke r for h e r p o i g n a n t a n g u i s h , b u t no one save a few 
cher i shed f r i ends and g u a r d i a n s saw her . U n t i l t h e verba , 
services b e g a n she sa t in a room above wi th h e r sister, Mrs. 
B a r b e r ; t h e l a t t e r ' s d a u g h t e r , Dr. R i x b y a n d Mrs . G a r r e t t A. 
Hobart, w i d o w of t h e fo rmer Vice Pres iden t 

T h e y b r o u g h t h e r to t h e head of t h e s ta i rs , and the re she sat, 
whi le t h e c l e r g y m a n b r o k e n l y f r a m e d h i s devout p h r a s e s L i k e 
a s t a tue she sat', h e r del icate face clothed - spectra l pal 01 he r 
eyes s t a r i n g b l a n k l y in to space, h e r t h i n h a n d s folded placidly m 

h C r T h e s t r i k i n g l ines h e r e inse r t ed are f rom t h e pen of t h e 

o-ifted poetess, E l l a W h e e l e r W i l c o x : 
« In the mids t of sunny waters, lo ! the mighty Ship of S ta te 
S tagge r s , bruised and to rn and wounded by a derelict of fate, 
O m H h a t drif ted f rom its moorings , in t h e a n c h o r a g e of ha te , 
On the deck our noble Pilot, in t h e glory of his p n m e 
Lies in woe-impel l ing silence, dead before his hou r or tune , 

Close^ beside the deathless Lincoln w n t ,n light, ^ ^ J ^ Z n 
Y o u t h procla imed him as a hero ; T ime a -statesman > 
D e a t h has crowned him as a martyr , so f rom goal to goal h e ran, 
K n o w i n g all the s u m of glory that a h u m a n life m a y i s p a n . 
H e was chosen by the people ; not an acc iden t of b i r th 
M a d e him ruler of a na t ion , bu t his own m t n n ^ w o r t | 
Fools m w govern over k i n g d o m s — n o t republics of t h e car ta . 

H e t s raised the lover 's s tandard b r e a t h 
H e has shown how v.r.le manhood m a y keep tree 

C H A P T E R X V I . 

Great Outpouring of People to Honor the Martyred Presi-
dent—Tokens of Grief—New President and Members of 
the Cabinet at the Bier—Memorable Scene. 

SU C H a spon taneous o u t p o u r i n g of m e n and women des i rous 
of p a y i n g t he i r respects to a m a n whom t h e y had loved a n d 

admired*as tha t which took place in Buffalo never before occurred 
in th i s count ry . A s ear ly as five o'clock in t h e m o r n i n g crowds 
began to g a t h e r a t t h e points of v a n t a g e a r o u n d t h e Ci ty Ha l l . 
T h e y stood the re all day, cons t an t ly inc reas ing in number s , and 
regard less of t h e wind and rain, which drenched t h e m to t h e sk in , 
in order t h a t t h e y m i g h t h a v e a l a s t look at t h e face of t h e dead 
Pres ident . 

N o fewer t h a n one h u n d r e d and fifty t h o u s a n d pe rsons were 
massed at one t i m e beh ind t h e l ines of police which held t h e m in 
check. F o r hours , in double l ines, two abreast , t h e y filed pas t 
the coffin con t a in ing Mr. M c K i n l e y ' s body. T h o u g h t h e y wen t 
t h r o u g h t h e Ci ty H a l l a t t h e ra te of f rom one h u n d r e d a n d 
twenty-f ive to one h u n d r e d and e i g h t y a minu te , t h e s t r eam never 
s lackened. La te in t h e a f te rnoon the re were two l ines, each 
near l - if not quite, a mi le long, in which were s t a n d i n g m e n and 
women who waited pa t i en t ly for hours , m a n y of t h e m wet t h r o u g h 
and nea r ly all of t h e m wi thou t food, in order to see t h e P res iden t ' s 
Ccicc 

W h e n Mrs. M c K i n l e y consented to pe rmi t h e r h u s b a n d ' s 
body to lie in s ta te in t h e Ci ty Ha l l , she would no t pe rmi t i t to 
be t aken f rom t h e Mi lbu rn house un t i l t h e commit tee in c h a r g e 
of t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s had promised to r e t u r n it to h e r a t s i x , 
o'clock S h e could not bear to h a v e it ou t of he r s igh t . T h e 
promise was made, b u t w h e n i t was seen w h a t a vast o u t p o u r i n g 
blocked t h e s t reets , she was persuaded to forego it I t was 
p lanned or iginal ly to close t h e - d o o r s of t h e Ci ty H a l l a t five 



Moulding tenement ly ing there as more than chief and ruler 
as lover fr iend and husband, in whom the exigent ceremonies of 
statecraft had never touched except to loftier and grander values, 
^ t e n d e r humani t i es of the home. 

Every eye mute ly asked for her. Every hear t throbbed 
quicker for her poignant anguish , bu t no one save a few 
cherished fr iends and guardians saw her. Unt i l the verba, 
services began she sat in a room above with her sister, Mrs. 
Barber ; the la t ter ' s daughter , Dr. R ixby and Mrs. Garret t A. 
Hobart, w i d o w of the former Vice President 

T h e y brought her to the head of the stairs, and there she sat, 
while the c le rgyman brokenly f ramed h is devout phrases Like 
a s tatue she sat', her delicate face clothed - spectral pal 01 her 
eyes s ta r ing b lank ly into space, her th in hands folded placidly m 

h C r T h e s t r ik ing l ines here inserted are from the pen of the 
o-ifted poetess, E l l a Whee le r Wilcox : 

« In the mids t of sunny waters, lo ! the mighty Ship of S ta te 
S tagge r s , bruised and to rn and wounded by a derelict of fate, 
O m H h a t drif ted f rom its moorings , in t h e a n c h o r a g e of ha te , 
On the deck our noble Pilot, in t h e glory of his pr ime 
L ies in woe-impel l ing silence, dead before his hou r or t ime, 

Close^ beside the deathless Lincoln w n t ,n light, ^ ^ J ^ Z n 
Y o u t h procla imed him as a hero ; T ime a s ta tesman > 
D e a t h has crowned him as a martyr , so f rom goal to goal h e ran, 
K n o w i n g all the s u m of glory that a h u m a n life m a y i s p a n . 
H e was chosen by the people ; not an acc iden t of b i r th 
M a d e him ruler of a na t ion , bu t his own - n t n n ^ w o t t | 
Fools m w govern over k i n g d o m s — n o t republics of t h e earln. 

H e t s raised the lover 's s tandard b r e a t h 
H e has shown how v.r.le manhood m a y keep tree 

C H A P T E R X V I . 

Great Outpouring of People to Honor the Martyred Presi-
dent—Tokens of Grief—New President and Members of 
the Cabinet at the Bier—Memorable Scene. 

SU C H a spontaneous outpour ing of men and women desirous 
of paying their respects to a man whom they had loved and 

admired*as that which took place in Buffalo never before occurred 
in this country. As early as five o'clock in the morn ing crowds 
began to gather at the points of vantage around the City Hall . 
T h e y stood there all day, constant ly increasing in numbers, and 
regardless of the wind and rain, which drenched them to the skin, 
in order tha t they might have a last look at the face of the dead 
President. 

No fewer t h a n one hundred and fifty thousand persons were 
massed at one t ime behind the lines of police which held them in 
check. For hours, in double lines, two abreast, they filed past 
the coffin containing Mr. McKinley 's body. T h o u g h they went 
th rough the City Hal l at the rate of from one hundred and 
twenty-five to one hundred and e ighty a minute, the stream never 
slackened. Late in the afternoon there were two lines, each 
nearl - if not quite, a mile long, in which were s tanding men and 
women who waited pat ient ly for hours, many of them wet th rough 
and nearly all of them without food, in order to see the President 's 
Ccicc 

W h e n Mrs. McKinley consented to permit her husband ' s 
body to lie in state in the City Hal l , she would not permit i t to 
be taken from the Milburn house unti l the committee in charge 
of the arrangements had promised to re turn it to her at s ix , 
o'clock She could not bear to have it out of her sight. T h e 
promise was made, bu t when it was seen what a vast outpouring 
blocked the streets, she was persuaded to forego it I t was 
planned originally to close t he -door s of t h e City Hal l at five 



o'clock. W h e n tha t h o u r came 35,000 people h a d seen t he body, 
and more t h a n 100,000 more were wait ing. 

I t was evident to all who watched the sad faced procession 
that morbid curiosi ty had very l i t t le to do with the enormous 
assembly of people. T h e i r a t t i tude and expression signified a 
genuine and affectionate interest . Many were profoundly affected 
at the s igh t of the pale face in the coffin. 

Special t ra ins b r o u g h t thousands f rom Lockport , N iaga ra 
Falls , Rochester and other cities and towns in the western par t 
of t he State , whi le m a n y Canadians crossed t he N iaga ra river. 
Members of 'the Buffalo committee, who watched the crowd pass, 
said t ha t not more t h a n hal f of those who saw the body were 
res idents of th i s city. 

E M B L E M S O F S O R R O W . 

All n i g h t decorators were p repar ing the Ci ty H a l l for t he 
reception of the body. F u n e r a l b u n t i n g was draped both ins ide 
and outside. D u r i n g the s torm of t he ear ly morn ing , however, 
the exter ior decorations-were torn down and some of the b u n t i n g 
became en tangled i n t he mach ine ry of t he g rea t clock on the 
tower caus ing i t to stop. It was said t h a t the h a n d s pointed to 
a quar te r past two, the t ime at which the P res iden t b rea thed h i s 

l as t on t he preceding morn ing . 
A block away ropes h a d been s t retched across t he s t r ee t s 

leading to the City Hal l , and behind those t he crowd massed 
itself to t he n u m b e r of thousands . T h o u g h t he assemblage was 
pat ient i ts mere weight pushed t he ropes out of place, and t he 
police were cons tant ly employed in ho ld ing t he l ines. T h o u g h 
the sky clouded in the ear ly m o r n i n g it was not sufficiently 
th rea ten ing to cause preparat ions to be made for r am, and m a n y 
of t he crowd were wholly unprovided with protection. T h e fact 
t h a t i t w a s S u n d a y accounted for more elaborate costumes than 
would have been worn on any other day. As t he hour drew near 
for the appearance of t he procession, which was to b r ing the 
Pres ident ' s body from the Mi lburn house, the clouds grew blacker, 
and a few w a r n i n g drops began to falL I t was t h e n too "-ate to 

seek s to rm coats or umbrel las , and t he dense masses of people 
held the i r places. 

Leav ing the Mi lburn house , ¿he cortege s tar ted down 
Delaware avenue slowly and s o l e m i i y . So slowly, in fact, did it 
proceed t ha t it took near ly two hours and a hal f to t raverse the 
two and a half miles between t he Mi lbu rn house and the City 
Hal l . T h o u s a n d s accompanied it or watched it go by f rom the 
broad sidewalks. T h e m o u r n f u l and deliberate pace with which 
it proceeded added much to the impress iveness of t he scene. 

T h e City Ha l l occupies an ent i re block between Delaware 
avenue on the west and F r a n k l i n s t reet on the e a s t ; on the no r th 
is Eag le street, and Church s t reet is on t he south. Around the 
ha l l are g r a s sy spaces and the s t ree ts on all sides of it are more 
than the usual width, so t ha t there was p len ty of room for the 
funera l procession and for t he crowds which sough t t he ha l l a f te r 
it arr ived. 

S T R A I N S O F T H E F U N E R A L M U S I C . 

Outside t he hal l t he crowds waited, s i lent ly and pat ient ly , 
unt i l one o'clcck, when the s t ra ins of Chopin ' s funera l march were 
heard in Delaware avenue, to the nor th . In a few moment s the 
head of the procession s w u n g f rom Delaware avenue into Eag le 
street, and then into F r a n k l i n street, before t he ma in ent rance . 
T h e soldiers and mar ines wheeled into l ine a long t he cu rbs and 
grounded arms. 

At th is moment the t h r ea t en ing clouds opened a n a let fa\ ' 
d rench ing tor rent of rain, which was swept across t he square by 
a* s t rong, gus ty wind. T h e horses a t tached to t he carr iage in 
which were Pres iden t Roosevelt and Secre tary Root became 
excited j ust af> they were t u r n i n g into F r a n k l i n s treet and began 
to rear and plunge. Policemen caugh t their bridles, however, 
and succeeded in qu ie t ing them. T h e hearse drew u p before the 
door and the band began to play t he music of the h y m n " N e a r e r , 
My God, to Thee , " as the mil i tary bearers took the coffin upon 
the i r shoulders . 

Before th is Pres ident Roosevelt, the members of the Cabine . 
and the principal mourners had ga thered in the rotunda- Presi-



dent Roosevelt was tlie first to enter. From the pil lars and the 
staireases h n n g draperies of blaek and white bun t ing . T h e Ul-
terior of the hal l forms a eross, a wide eorrldor r u n n i n g through 
it from east to west, and another eorridor, somewhat narrower, 
crossing this at r igh t angles from nor th to south. I t had been 
arranged tha t the crowds should enter the wide corridor at the 
eastern entrance and pass out at the western entrance Ha l f way 
a low sloping platform, draped in black, had been placed for the 
J a n . I t J s so arranged that the head of the coffin should be 
s l ight ly h igher than i ts foot, which was toward the east. 

On ei ther side of the entrances to the t ransverse corridor had 
been blocked by banks of palms and ferns. Directly above the 
J o t where t h e L f f i n was to lie is a circular opening to the second 
floor. T h i s had been completely covered by a dome of black 
bun t ing within, which h u n g s t ra ight down above the coffin four 
American flags forming with their lower edges a cross which 
pointed to the four points of the compass. 

D R A P E D W I T H T H E S T A R S A N D S T R I P E S . 

President Roosevelt and the members of the Cabinet ranged 
themselves about the spot where the Pres ident ' s body was to r e s t 
P reTden t Roosevelt stood at the foot of the coffin on the n g h t 
K Secretary Root opposite and facing h m , On Presiden t 
Roosevelt?s lef t were Attorney General Knox, Secretary L o n g and 
Secretary Wflson. On Mr. R o o f s r igh t hand were Postmaster 
G e n e r a l ^ m i t h , Secretary Hitchcock and Mr. Cortelyou, the p n -

V a t e T s o o n ' a s these l ines had formed the bearers brought the 

ft«on its back, clad , ^ e k e o a , 

£ t h e s t o r y 

of t he suffering which had been e n d u e d before death came. 

Not a word was said, and as soon as the coffin had been 
arranged, President Roosevelt and Mr. Root, followed by the other 
oecretaries, led the way past the coffin on e i ther side, each glanc-
ing for moment on the dead face. T h e y then passed quickly out 
of the western entrance. Behind them came Senator Hanna , 
Senator Fa i rbanks and about one hundred men and women who 
had bee 11 waiting, in the City Ha l l of who had accompanied the 
body from the Milburn residence. 

President Roosevelt and those who immediately followed h im 
had passed out of the bui ld ing at eighteen minutes af ter one 
o'c1ock. T h e r e was a s l ight delay while the guard was posted. 
At the head of the coffin stood Sergeant Galway, of the Severity-
fourth In fan t ry Regiment , of the regular a rmy with h is rifle at 
at tention. Chief Master-at-Atms Luze, of the " Indiana ," stood 
facing him at the foot, with his drawn cutlass a t his shoulder. On 
the south, facing the coffin, stood Sergeant Gunther , of the Four-
teenth Regiment . A. D. Coburn, a sailor from the " Indiana," 
stood facing him on the north. 

T H O U S A N D S T A K E A L A S T L O O K . 

These men stood absolutely motionless, looking nei ther to 
the r ight nor left when the first of t h e crowd was admitted T h e 
l ines approached the eastern entrance from Eag le street on the 
nor th and Church street on the south. T h e y were formed by the 
police, two abreast, and approached the hall in a wide sweeping 
curve, which was drawn in constantly where the currents joined. 
Both passed quickly out a t the western entrance and down the 
steps, dispersing in various directions. 

Noth ing was heard in the beg inn ing bu t the tread of feet on 
the marble floor, as the crowd passed th rough without stopping. 
Each individual had t ime only for a has ty glance as he was urged 
foiward by the police and by those who followed. T h e plan was 
so arranged that four persons could pass the coffin, two abreast on 
each side, at the same m o m e n t As the afternoon wore on ana 
the lines grew longer at their source, much faster than they were 
mel t ing away at the hall, the police found it necessary to urge 



greater has t e in order t ha t as m a n y as possible migh t be admitted. 
A m o n g t he foremost to reach the coffin was a s lender man, 

poorly dressed, with iron g ray ha i r and moustache. Beside the 
coffin h e leaned over and made a menac ing ges ture with h is hand. 
" Curse t he man t ha t shot you !" h e said. T h e police urged h im 
forward and he went out s h a k i n g his head and m u t t e r i n g threats 
aga ins t the anarchis ts . 

C H I L D R E N I N T H E C R O W D 

M a n y men and women b r o u g h t with t h e m y o u n g children, 
whom t h e y raised in the i r a rms in order tha t t hey m i g h t see, and 
perhaps remember in af ter life, t he face of t he President A 
ta t tered and g r imy bootblack, wi th h is box s l u n g over h is shoulder , 
leading by the hand his sister, smal ler but no less g r imy t h a n he, 
filed by, wa lk ing on t iptoe in order to look into t he coffin. Many 
of those who came wore m o u r n i n g badges or bu t tons bear ing 
portrai ts of the President , edged with black. A t f requen t in tervals 
in the crowd could be seen men wear ing the bu t tons of the G. 
A R who had come to pay the i r las t respects to their fallen 
comrade Some of t h e m walked with crutches, while others 
carried empty sleeves. T h e y bowed the i r heads reverent ly as 
they passed and the i r eyes were moist as t hey made their way 

toward the exit . 
T h e r e was a cessation of t he ra in soon af ter the coffin had 

been b rough t into the bui lding, and for hal f an hour i t held up. 
\t a quar te r before two o'clock, however, the s torm began again, 
g iv ing tens of thousands of men and women another drenching. 
T h e wind was so h i g h tha t umbrel las afforded l i t t le protection. 
In m a n y cases they were tu rned inside out or torn from the h a n d s 
of thei r owners. In all t he downpour, however, every one main-
tained his place in line. W o m e n wear ing shir t waists which had 
been wet t h rough were in t he procession, regardless, apparent ly , 
of thei r discomfort so long as they could gra t i fy the i r desire to 

see t he P r e s i d e n t . . 
Toward t he end of the afternoon some Indians , m their 

b lanke ts and feathers, followed by the i r squaws, filed by. As 

they passed each of them dropped a white carnat ion upon t he 
Pres ident ' s coffin. Two chubby l i t t le Ind ian gir ls forgot the i r 
ceremony, and went out each clasping he r flower t igh t ly in he r 
brown hand. T h e officials of the Exposi t ion and the representa-
tives of foreign governments commissioned to a t tend t he Exposi-
t ion with exhibi ts f rom other countr ies were in line. 

Soldiers of the r e g u l a r a rmy, in their blue cape coats, went 
by, and policemen off duty, ho ld ing the i r he lmets in the i r 
h a n d s ; Nat ional Guardsmen with khak i ga i ters ; colored men, 
a m o n g them J a m e s Parker , who felled Czolgosz before he could 
fire a th i rd shot at the P re s iden t ; l i t t le g i r l s in the i r S u n d a y 
dresses, with their braided ha i r over the i r shoulders ; y o u n g men, 
husbands and wives, mothers with their sons or daugh t e r s went 
by in the never end ing stream. One wrinkled old woman with 
a child in he r arms, which she seemed a lmost too feeble to carry, 
had waited for hours outside, and finally succeeded in see ing the 
Pres ident when he r t u r n came. 

Flowers were received at t he hal l f rom Helen Mil ler Gould, 
T e n t No. 8, D a u g h t e r s of Ve te rans ; f rom the Commissioners of 
Chili to t he Exposi t ion ; f rom the Mexican Commissioners, and 
from General Porfirio Diaz, Pres ident of Mexico, and m a n y 
others. 

D O O R S O F T H E H A L L K E P T O P E N . 

Monotonously the s t reams of people flowed past the coffin 
while twi l igh t fell and da rkness gathered. T h e in ter ior of the 
City Ha l l was i l luminated by electricity, and the s t ree ts in the 
vicinity were b r igh t ly l ighted. Toward sunset the s k y cleared 
and there was an immediate increase in the a l ready enormous 
crowds. T h o u g h it had been p lanned to close t he doors of the 
hal l at 5 o'clock the commit tee in charge of the ceremonies were 
unwi l l ing to disappoint the grea t th rongs , and it was decided to 
keep t he hal l open unti l the s t r eams were exhaus ted . 

Senator H a n n a selected t he Pres ident ' s coffin. T h e f rame 
was of red cedar, covered with black cloth, and inside was a copper 
box with a white sat in l ining. T h e hand les were of ebony finish. 
T h e cover of the copper box consisted of 2 fu l l l eng th pane of 



HONORS t o OUFT MARTYRÉD PRESIDENT. 

•N G- L A M E N T E D B Y T H O U S A N D S . 

T h e following additional account is from the pen of an eye 

^ S T ^ T E of the dead 

to look on the set f e a t ^ o f t h e > ^ PP ^ 
more reverent, eager or p a t e n t than his m g 

b e g a n C i t y H a l l 

d e t t d ^ d a y l i g h t ^ ^ W ^ 

t w 0 S , passes the ^ ^ t ^ L p T a ^ t l the plate glass 
" As the placid, pallid fcOT » F « * . fl d i s c o l o r e d . T h e 

Of the coffin bed they are sunken and *.Ugh'Y ^ 
body is robed in a black frock sni t and u , t J ^ ^ 
coat is the but ton of t h e L e g . o ^ H o n o , ^ . ^ ^ 

s ^ ^ s s t f f f — - - c u e f of tue 

were simple ^ « ^ J ^ ^ t e W rites over the 
cance of the prayer, a Scriptural reading, 
body of the plainest « m e n . T u o h m , ^ 

«axch to the City H a l l began. 

HONORS TO OUR MARTYRED PRESIDENT. 3 1 9 

" P r e s i d e n t Roosevelt reached the Milburn house at n 
o'clock, half an hour before the t ime set for the services. H e was 
apparent ly unaccompanied, but an ins tan t af ter he al ighted three 
commonplace looking men, they migh t have been bookkeepers or 
clerks or grocers, slipped out of a carriage t ha t followed. I t was 
the secret service and local detective guard over the new 
President. A few minutes later the Cabinet arrived. T h e n Rev. 
C. E. Locke, of the Delaware Avenue Methodist Episcopal 
Church, a sallow, dark-haired intellectual man, came with his 
wife. At intervals the invited personages, mostly Buffalo folks, 
the s tatesmen in the city, walked slowly up the flagstone 
pavement. 

T R A M P O F P O L I C E . 

" Before the services began there was a sound of feet keeping 
t ime on the asphal t and a small squad of police appeared, and 
were quickly and quietly distr ibuted around the house. A few 
moments later a company of the Four teen th United States 
In fan t ry marched almost noiselessly u p Delaware avenue and 
took up a position opposite the house. T h e n a company of 
marines, uuder the one-armed hero, Captain Leonard, took a 
position to the r ight of the infantry , and in quick order came a 
picked company of the Sixty-fifth and Seventy-fourth Regiments 
of the National Guard of New York. 

" St re tching up Delaware avenue was a line of black car-
riages headed by the hearse. T h e lat ter was sombre black, 
without plumes, drawn by four black horses, each led by a 
policeman. Down West Fe r ry street a dozen mounted policemen 
stood beside the horses waiting the order to lead the escort. 

" Meantime the services in the house of death had begun. 
T h e body reposing in a black, lusterless, hood cloth casket with 
black handles, lay near the centre of the l ibrary, the head toward 
the East , where the l igh t from a large bay window fell fu l l up a 
it. Around the foot of the coffin was wrapped a large silk flag. 

" W h e n the services began President Roosevelt took a po si-
tion s tanding near the head of the casket. T o his r igh t were the 
members of the Cabinet, each dressed like the President, m black, 



,-vitk a t iny band of black silk crepe around t b e le f t a rm above 
the elbow. Outs ide tbe l awn was filled with persons unable to 
obtain en t rance to the house. 

" G r o u p e d a round t he parlor were men whose names are 
known t h r o u g h o u t t he world, and whose faces in pictorial present-
ment are known everywhere : Senators Chauncey Depew; Keene, 
of New Je r sey ; M a r k H a n n a , of Ohio ; Fa i rbanks , of I n d i a n a ; 
Burroughs , of M a i n e ; Congressmen Alexander , of Buffalo, and 
Olmsted, of Pennsy lvan ia , whi le t he a t t endan t phys ic ians in the 
last i l lness and every pr incipal official of t he Pan-Amer ican Ex-
position were also present . 

« None of t he fami ly or personal f r iends of t he dead Pres ident 
was p resen t in t he l ibrary. Ups ta i r s where s h e could h e a r all t ha t 
was said, b u t out of s igh t of t he casket and concealed even f rom 
in t imate fr iends, Mrs. McKin ley sat a t tended b y Dr. R ixey . T h e 
other relations, Abner McKin ley and family, the Pres iden t ' s s is ter 
and sister-in-law, were all seated near t he head of t he stairs. 

T H E F U N E R A L H Y M N S . 

" A selected quar te t wi th splendid effect s ang "Lead , K i n d l y 
L i g h t , " and then Dr. C. E . Locke, of t he Delaware Avenue Metho-
dist Episcopal Church , advanced to t he head of t he casket and 
read t he fifteenth chap te r of t he F i r s t Corinthians . Aga in t he 
quar te t sang, th is time, " Neare r , M y God, to Tl iee ." T h e n Dr. 
Locke p rayed fervent ly . (His p raye r h a s been inser ted in a pre-
ceeding chapter .) 

" T h i s ended the services. T h e r e was a s l ight pause and 
Pres ident Roosevelt advanc ing took a l o n g look at t he calm fea-
tures i n t he casket. I t was mani fes t t ha t h e was moved by deep 
emotion. T h e n t he members of the Cabinet, the m e n who in re-
c e n t y e a r s perhaps have known Pres iden t McKin ley more inti-
mately t h a n any others, looked the i r farewell. A m o n g the las t 
was Senator Mark H a n n a . H e gazed long and earnes t ly a t t he 
face of h is fr iend, h i s f r a m e be t r ay ing t he in tens i ty of h i s feelings. 
T h e n t u r n i n g suddenly h e sank into a chair and bur ied h is face m 

¿ i s hands . 
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N E W M A N N . 1 8 3 & 
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1 Lead,kind-ly Light, a-raid th'en-circling gloom Lead Thou me o n ; 
2 I was not ev - er thus, nor pray'd that Thou Shouldst lead me on ; 
3 So long Thy pow'rhœj blest me, sure it still Will lead mo on 

home, 
now 
till 

Lead Thou me on. 
Lead Thou me on. 
The night Í3 gone, 

T h i s b e a u t i f u l h y m n c o m p o s e d b y C a r d i n a l N e w m a n w i s t h e e s p e c i a l f a v o r i t e o l W i l l i a m M c K i n l e y 
e n d w i s s u n g a t M e m o r i a l S e r v i c e s . 

21 McK 

- ber not 
and lost 

for roe, 
past years, 

a - while. 



w T h e crowd on t he lawn was sca t te r ing now; t he mounted 
police had wheeled into company f ron t and were wai t ing t he 
order to march. Swif t ly a h u s h fell over t h e crowd. T h e hun-
dred or more newspaper correspondents over by the te legraph 
t en t s became more attentive. T h e Pres ident and Cabinet emerged 
from the house and l ined u p on ei ther side of t he walk, ba re 
headed. General Brooke and h i s aides, add ing a touch of br i l l iant 
color in the i r uni forms, fell f u r t h e r to t he rear, there was the low 
mellow roll of a sna re d r u m and then t he casket appeared m the 
doorway, borne aloft on t he shoulders of four sergeants of infan-
t r y and ar t i l lery and as m a n y gunne r s ' ma te s f rom the revenue 
cu t te r " M i c h i g a n . " 

« N E A R E R , M Y G O D , T O T H E E . " 

« As the leader of t he Sixty-f i f th R e g i m e n t b a n d c a u g h t t he 
gleam of the flag-draped coffin t h r o u g h t he ivy over t h e porch, h e 
gave a quick s ignal and the band sof t ly p layed t h e Pres ident s 
favorite h y m n , " Nearer , M y God, to Thee . " Every head was 
bared. Absolute silence reigned. T h e top of t he casket bore a 
pillow of roses, banked in brown a u t u m n leaves, a wreath ot 
royal purp le immortel les , a h a n d f u l of br i l l i an t red flowers and 
then over t he head another pillow of white roses. 

" T h e moun ted police led off, followed b y regu la r s and 
marines, and t he rest of t he soldiery. A f t e r t h e m came the car-
r iages of t he Cabinet Ministers . I n t he first c a r n a g e with Presi-
dent Roosevelt were Secre tary Root , A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l K n o x and 
Postmaster-General Smith , t he t h r ee l a t t e r be ing t he senior Cabi-
ne t officers now in t he city. T h e second carr iage contained Sec-
retar ies Wilson and Hi tchcock and Secretary Cortely<m. T h e 
third carr iage contained General Brooke, of t he U ^ e d S t ^ e 
a rmy and two aides. Fo l lowing was a c a r n a g e with Senators 
Hanna , F a i r b a n k s and Burroughs , and Governor Odell, of New 
Y o r k Immedia te ly preceding t he hearse was a carr iage with 
Rev Dr . Locke and his wife. None of the fami ly accompanied 

the bodv to t he City Ha l l . . 
" T h e procession moved down Delaware avenue, j u s t as noon 

was s t r ik ing, between parallel l ines of m o u r n i n g thousands As 
the flag-wrapped coffin went pas t every h a t was raised and a silence 
as of t he grave fell over t he host . Down in the vicinity of t he 
City Hal l , meant ime, a grea t concourse had assembled, held 
wi th in bounds by res t ra in ing ropes. Policemen were stat ioned 
every dozen feet inside these barr iers , while t he ent i re force of 
mounted police kep t t he more eager and restless ones m submis-
sion. I t was not a t u r b u l e n t crowd, bu t i ts very mass made it 
restless. O n F r a n k l i n street , at the junc t ion with Eagle, the 
e rush was someth ing terrible, and hal f a dozen women fa in ted 
and were rescued and cared for by t he police. 

" T h e r o t u n d a of t he Buffalo Ci ty H a l l with Us ent rances 
east and wes t and its cross sections is shaped l ike a cross with a 
circular dome r i s ing a t t he intersect ion of the arms. T h i s was 
roofed with black festoons, while both sides ot t he ro unda, no r th 
u d south, were a solid mass of g reen palms. I n the center of 
th i s directly under t he dome, was a p la t form draped m black 
cashmere, and raised ten inches above t he floor, t h e western end 
be ing five or six inches h i g h e r t h a n t he eastern. On th is t he 

body of t he Pres ident reposed. 

S E T F L O R A L P I E C E . 

« I n t he center of t he son th bank of pa lms was a h u g e set 
piece of immortel les, the flags of t he U n i t e d S ta tes and F r a n c e 
c o s s e d beneath a door with onst re tehed wings. I t was t h e g i f t of 
h e Society Française , of Buffalo, and was t h e only set floral piece 

In t he c î î y Ha l l . Al l a round the circular balcony were festoons 
of black and whi te and flags draped with crepe. 

. ' T h e day opened bri l l iant ly. T h e sun s t reamed m un-
d immed radiance over the closing scenes at the Mi lburn house 
w Ts the cortege moved slowly down the wide avenue t he west 
became darkened wi th clouds, purpl ish-black and with m an hour , 
Kght r a i n d t p s , he ra lds of the coming storm, caused thousands 
o F u m b r e l l a s to be l i f ted l ike great black mushrooms over the 

^ l ^ ^ Î T ^ L s and dramat ic c l ima* to t h e 



w T h e crowd on t he lawn was sca t te r ing now; t he mounted 
police had wheeled into company f ron t and were wai t ing the 
order to march. Swif t ly a h u s h fell over t h e crowd. T h e hun-
dred or more newspaper correspondents over by the te legraph 
t en t s became more attentive. T h e Pres ident and Cabinet emerged 
from the house and l ined u p on ei ther side of t he walk, ba re 
headed. General Brooke and h i s aides, add ing a touch of br i l l iant 
color in the i r un i fo rms , fell f u r t h e r to t he rear, there was the low 
mellow roll of a sna re d r u m and then t he casket appeared m the 
doorway, borne aloft on t he shoulders of four sergeants of infan-
t r y and ar t i l lery and as m a n y gunne r s ' ma te s f rom the revenue 
cu t te r " M i c h i g a n . " 

« N E A R E R , M Y G O D , T O T H E E . " 

« As the leader of t he Sixty-f i f th R e g i m e n t b a n d c a u g h t t he 
gleam of the flag-draped coffin t h r o u g h t he ivy over t h e porch, h e 
gave a quick s ignal and the band sof t ly p layed t h e Pres ident s 
favorite h y m n , " Nearer , M y God, to Thee . " Every head was 
bared. Absolute silence reigned. T h e top of t he casket bore a 
pillow of roses, banked in brown a u t u m n leaves, a wreath oi 
royal purp le immortel les , a h a n d f u l of br i l l i an t red flowers and 
then over t he head another pillow of white roses. 

" T h e moun ted police led off, followed b y regu la r s and 
marines, and t he rest of t he soldiery. A f t e r t h e m came the car-
r iages of t he Cabinet Ministers . I n t he first c a r n a g e with Presi-
dent Roosevelt were Secre tary Root , A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l K n o x and 
Postmaster-General Smith , t he t h r ee l a t t e r be ing t he senior Cabi-
ne t officers now in t he city. T h e second carr iage contained Sec-
retar ies Wilson and Hi tchcock and Secretary C o T h e 
t h i r d carr iage contained General Brooke, of t he U n ^ e d S t ^ e 
a rmy and two aides. Fo l lowing was a c a r n a g e with Senators 
Hanna , F a i r b a n k s and Burroughs , and Governor Odell, of New 
Y o r k . Immedia te ly preceding t he hearse was a carr iage with 
Rev Dr . Locke and his wife. None of the fami ly accompanied 

the bodv to t he City Ha l l . . 
" T h e procession moved down Delaware avenue, j u s t as noon 

was s t r ik ing, between parallel l ines of m o u r n i n g thousands As 
the flag-wrapped coffin went pas t every h a t was raised and a silence 
as of t he grave fell over t he host . Down in the vicinity of t he 
City Hal l , meant ime, a grea t concourse had assembled, held 
wi th in bounds by res t ra in ing ropes. Policemen were stat ioned 
every dozen feet inside these barr iers , while t he ent i re force of 
mounted police kep t t he more eager and restless ones m submis-
sion. I t was not a t u r b u l e n t crowd, bu t i ts very mass made it 
restless. O n F r a n k l i n street , at the junc t ion with Eagle, the 
crush was someth ing terrible, and hal f a dozen women fa in ted 
and were rescued and cared for by t he police. 

" T h e ro tunda of t he Buffalo Ci ty H a l l with i ts ent rances 
east and west and its cross sections is shaped l ike a cross with a 
circular dome r i s ing a t t he intersect ion of the arms. T h i s was 
roofed with black festoons, while both sides of t he ro unda no r th 
u d south, were a solid mass of g reen palms. I n the center of 
th i s directly under t he dome, was a p la t form draped m black 
cashmere, and raised ten inches above t he floor, t h e western end 
be ing five or six inches h i g h e r t h a n t he eastern. On th is t he 

body of t he Pres ident reposed. 

S E T F L O R A L P I E C E . 

« I n t he center of t he son th bank of pa lms was a h u g e set 
piece of immortel les, the flags of t he U n i t e d S ta tes and F r a n c e 
c o s s e d beneath a door with onst re tched wings. I t was t h e g i f t of 
h e Society Française , of Buffalo, and was t h e only set floral p.ece 

In t he c î î y Ha l l . Al l a round the circular balcony were festoons 
of black and whi te and flags draped with crepe. 

. ' T h e day opened bri l l iant ly. T h e sun s t reamed m un-
d i m m e d r a d i a n c e o v e r t h e c l o s i n g s c e n e s a t t h e M . l b n r n h o u s e 
w Ts the cortege moved slowly down the wide avenue t he west 
b e c a m e darkened wi th clouds, purpl ish-black and w . t h m an hour , 
t h t r a i n d t p s , he ra lds of the coming storm, caused thousands 
o f u m b r e l l a s P t o be l i f ted l ike great black mushrooms over the 

and dramat ic c l i m a , to t h e 



movement of tlie procession. J u s t as i t s liead appeared at t he 
Ci ty H a l l square and while t h e fu l l r ich notes of Chopin ' s fune-
ral march swelled out over t he heads of t he mu l t i t ude and came 
back in mellow echoes l ike a benedict ion f rom the tower ing walls 
on e i ther side, t he s torm bu r s t for th in all i t s fu ry . 

" I t swept^ b l ind ing gus t s of r a in a round t he corners of t he 
grea t g ran i t e bui ld ing, t h a t s t u n g t he face l ike whipcords. I t 
seemed for the space of five minu t e s as if every window of heaven 
had been opened. T h e gu t t e r s rose l ike mimic mounta in torrents , 
waterspouts and gargoyles bubbled and foamed out l i t t le cata-
racts. B u t i n t he midst of th is to r ren t not a soul st irred. T h e 
soldierly, d renched and unprotected, stood l ike s ta tues . T h e 
packed crowds never wavered, only he re and t he re on t he h i g h 
rooofs of ad jo in ing bu i ld ings t he spectators sought shelter. 

M O U R N E R S E N T E R R O T U N D A . 

" Before the coffin had been deposited 011 the catafa lque t he 
official mourne r s en te red t he ro tunda. Pres ident Roosevelt 
walked u p t he s teps of t he m a i n en t rance unde r an umbre l la 
held by Secret Service Operat ive Foster . O the r s performed a 
s imilar service for t he Cabinet minis ters . Pres ident Roosevelt 
took his position to the lef t of the casket with Secre tary Root to 
h is le f t and t h e n Secretar ies L o n g and Hi tchcock beyond in a 
line. On t he opposite side of t he casket were Secre ta iy Wilson, Post-
mas te r General Smi th , A t to rney General K n o x and General 
Brooke, of t he a rmy. A s soon as the body was deposited in the 
catafalque, Pres ident Roosevelt, with Secretary Root by h i s side, 
and followed by t he o ther Cabine t officers, lef t t he bui lding. 

" W i t h i n five minu t e s t he s ignal was given and t he pat ient 
populace was admitted. T h e police kep t it moving steadily. At 
the head of t he coffin was a se rgeant of i n f a n t r y wi th fixed bay-
onet, a t t he foot a sailor, a g u n n e r ' s mate with drawn cut las , 
while on e i ther side were ano ther sergeant of ar t i l le ry and a 
marine . 

" T h e scenes du r ing the day will never be forgotton by those 
who witnessed them. Men, women and chi ldren, the halt , the 

lame and blind, rich and poor, Jew, Gentile, Greek and barbar ian ; 
the minis te r of the gospel and t he hab i tue of t he s lums ; t he 
sweet-faced mat ron from a home of ref inement and t he scarlet 
Jezebel of the c u r b ; the can t ing fanatic, who had cursed t he 
canteen and Pres ident McKin ley d u r i n g h i s l i fe and t he besotted 
d ram dr inke r f rom the g roggery in t he alley, all, all were in l ine 
to look with love and sorrow for the las t t ime on t he face of the 
dead. 

L O N G U N B R O K E N L I N E . 

" T h e ra in descended, bu t sti l l the l ine remained unbroken , 
s t r e t ch ing away for th ree squares. Men and women were in l ine 
for four hours . Some had children in the i r arms. W h e n a t las t 
the police got the people in order two compact l ines were formed, 
one pass ing on each side of the casket. W h a t a picture i t was. 
W o m e n wept and men wi th eyes fu l l of tears held the i r chi ldren 
on h i g h t ha t t hey m i g h t see and remember , even i n death, the 
face of t he splendid Chris t ian , and u p r i g h t s ta tesman. A s I write 
near to midn igh t the l ines sti l l wind the i r s inuous way around 
the square and pas t the black casket and white face of the voice-
less, pulseless inmate. 

" T h e wretched, God-forgotten degenerate who wrough t thib 
splendid ru in is h idden somewhere iu the city. H e was spiri ted 
away w h e n the fear grew tha t h e m i g h t be the subject of a frenzied 
attack. I t is said tha t to escape the crowd he was disguised as a 
policeman. Back a t the Mi lburn house , Mrs. McKiu ley res ts 
under he r great affliction with the physic ians fear fu l of t he final 
outcome. H e r vi tal i ty is very near t he point of exhaust ion . T h e 
g o l l e n th read is s t ra ined very near ly to the snapp ing point ." 

T h e following comment by a p rominent j o u r n a l voiced t he 
sen t iments of our whole people respect ing Mr. McKin ley : 

" T h e m o u r n f u l news f rom Buffalo falls heavi ly on the 
hea r t s of a sorrowing nation. Wil l iam McKin ley is dead. T h e 
hopes of t he nation, b u t yes terday so h i g h l a n d apparen t ly so well 
jus t i f ied by the confidence of the physicians, are t h u s ab rup t ly 
and cruel ly crushed. For the moment the Amer ican people will 
t h ink only of t he great , gentle-liearted man whose name h a s been 



a d d e d t o t hose of Lincoln and Garf ie ld on t h e R e p u b l i c s roll of 
martyr -Presidents . P e r h a p s t h e b i t te res t d rop in t h i s c u p oft 
na t iona l gr ief is t h a t t h e assass in h a s t a k e n f r o m t h e na t ion s 
h i g h e s t pos t of d u t y a m a n who, in all t h e re la t ionsh ips of lite, 
pub l ic and pr ivate , and no less in h is official t h a n in h i s domest ic 
charac ter , was amiab le and gene rous to a fau l t , k i n d l y to t h e 
point of t e n d e r n e s s and devotedly t r ue m all t h i n g s . 

" H i s b lameless and rea l ly beau t i f u l h o m e life, t h e typ ica l ly 
A m e r i c a n cons tancy of affection which b o u n d h i m to h i s wife and 
h e r to h i m , m a k i n g each t h e first object of t h e o the r ' s solicitude, 
so t h a t t h e publ ic r a re ly saw and never t h o u g h t of t h e P re s iden t 
wi thou t see ing and t h i n k i n g also of Mrs . M c K i n l e y , especia l ly 
endeared h i m to t h e masses of home-loving Amer i cans . T h i s 
side of h i s cha rac te r gave h i m whi le h e lived, and will k e e p for 
h i m now t h a t h e i s dead, t h e s a m e k i n d of p rofound popu la r re-
spect and l i k i n g w h i c h t h e o the r b r a n c h of t h e Anglo-Saxon 
f a m i l y fe l t a n d s t i l l feels for Q u e e n Victor ia . 

R E M A R K A B L E P R O S P E R I T Y . 

" T h i s is n e i t h e r t h e place nor t h e h o u r for a n y ex tended re-
view of Mr . M c K i n l e y ' s admin i s t r a t ion or poli t ical policies. I t is 
m e r e l y s t a t i n g facts- in a brief and comprehens ive way to say t h a t 
t h e coun t ry h a s en joyed a r e m a r k a b l e period of ma te r i a l pros-
p e r i t y s i n c e h e was first i n a u g u r a t e d ; t h a t h i s financial policy, 
w h i c h h e l d t h e c o u n t r y fas t to t h e moor ings of a sound and 
hones t cur rency , was a f u n d a m e n t a l condit ion of t h a t p r o s p e n t y . 
F o r t h i s alone the na t ion will ever r e m e m b e r h is two elect ions 
with g ra t i tude . Beyond th is , as h i s l a s t speech at Buffalo c lear ly 
¡showed, Mr. M c K i n l e y h a d an open, recept ive and the re fo re pro-
gress ive mind , and, h a d no t t h e h a n d of t h e assass in in terposed, 
was r eady to l ead h i s p a r t y and t h e c o u n t r y in t h e i n a u g u r a t i o n 
of a broader , f r ee r and sounde r commercia l policy. 

" T o lose s u c h a m a n at s u c h a t ime is indeed a g r ea t na t iona l 
m i s fo r tune . T o lose h i m in such a m a n n e r a sacrifice to the 
mot ive less m a n i a for m u r d e r of the a n a r c h i s t s - i s t h e most 
l a m e n t a b l e f ea tu r e of i t all . Ye t will he no t have died m v a m if h i s 

dea th leads to a concen t ra t ion of all t h e resources of civil ization 
in a s te rn and effective effort to repress t h e in t e rna t iona l I shmae i -
i tes whose h a n d s are a g a i n s t a l l law-abiding men , and a g a i n s t 
whom the ie fore , t h e h a n d s of all law-abiding m e n m u s t be jo ined. 

" O n e of t h e best and bes t beloved of Amer i can Pres iden t s 
fa l ls a v ic t im to t h e wors t and mos t abhor red of evil passions. T h e 
na t ion is p l u n g e d into m o u r n i n g for h i m who had, t h r o u g h h i s 
pat r io t ism, h i s labors and h i s wisdom, g iven it cause for i ts h i g h e s t 
reioicin°'S T h e t r u s t e d leader, u n d e r whose b e n i g n admin is t ra -
t ion t h e ' l a s t scars of old f r a t e rna l s t r i f e d isappeared , unprece-
dented p rosper i ty was g iven to t h e whole land, and t h e power a n d 
f a m e . f Amer ica were wondrous ly magnif ied, is t aken f rom us 
t h r o u g h t h e vile mach ina t i ons of an al ien g rowth which never 
should h a v e h a d so m u c h as a foothold u p o n Amer i can soil. 

O N E O F T H E C O M M O N P E O P L E . 

" A s we review h i s p u r e and lo f ty career , l i t e r a l ly wi thout 
f ea r a n d ' w i t h o u t r eproach in publ ic and in pr iva te life, t h e r e comes 
a th r i l l of pr ide a t t h e t h o u g h t t h a t t h i s m a n was a n Amer ican 
cit izen, one of t h e " common people," a typ ica l p roduct of our 
race Bu t as we t h i n k of t h e m a n n e r of h i s t a k i n g off it is im-
possible to r e s t r a in a pass iona te d i sgus t and l o a t h i n g a t the 
t h o u o h t t h a t t h e soil upon which such a m a n g rew shou ld be 
pol luted by t h e presence of even one s ing le ana rch i s t . T h e nat ion, 
b o w e d in gr ief for i ts i r r epa rab le loss, offers to Mrs. McKin ley . 
recen t ly so nea r to dea th herse l f , now so brave and calm, t h e as-
su rance of i ts t ende res t s y m p a t h y in h e r u t t e r desolat ion. 

" W h e t h e r t h e P re s iden t recovered or no t f r om h i s would-be 
m u r d e r e r ' s a s s a u l t - a n a s sau l t f rom which of all men t h e broad 
h u m a n i t y of h i s cha rac t e r and pu rposes shou ld have defended h i m 
- h i s place w a s a l ready secure in t h e g rea t l ine of Amer ican ru l e r s 
and s t a t e smen . W h e t h e r h i s fa te was to couple itself with L in-
coln 's , s t r i cken down at t h e ve ry t h r e s h o l d of a second t e rm of 
office, or h e was to be spared to imi t a t e the e x a m p l e of W a s h i n g -
ton and rerire, h i s work completed, amid t h e p laudi t s of h i s coun-
t r y m e n , h e could sa fe ly coun t on t h e i m p a r t i a l j u d g m e n t of 



history to l ink his name with those of the two great Presidents to 
whom beyond all others this count ry owes the impulses of which 
have made it an indivisible and sovereign Union. 

" T o the work of nationalization begun by Wash ing ton and 
completed in the clash of a rms by Lincoln, it fell to President 
McKinley ' s s ta tesmanship to give the final hea l ing and harmon-
izing touches, and his administration has seen the nation emerge 
at last from the shadows of sectionalism and realize, af ter a 
century of effort, tha t ' more perfect un ion ' which it was the 
fundamenta l purpose of the Federal constitution to promote. 

S E T U P A N E W M I L E S T O N E . 

" T h o u g h supplementary in their character, President 
McKinley 's contributions to the creation of a t r u ly national 
spirit have therefore been as genuine and as vital as eithe: 
Lincoln's or Washington ' s . H i s first administrat ion must , in 
fact, be accepted as mark ing a new and important milestone in our 
political development. Three distinct services in broadening and 
un i fy ing our national life are to be credited to Wil l iam McKiu-
leys' political leadership. H i s first Presidential campaign broke 
at last the lines of the Solid South, and his second showed that 
the wedge driven into tha t crumbl ing fabric of sectional passions 
and sectional prejudices had been driven in to stay. T h e war 
with Spain hastened the process which the canvass of 1896 had 
so happily begun, and the call of the Government for troops 
reunited old foes in war and politics under a single flag. 

" But the first McKinley administrat ion did more than 
merely soothe sectional resentments ; it saw uprooted two political 
issues which had long been used to inflame internal dissensions— 
to set class against class and section against section. T h e tariff 
question which had been a r t fu l ly employed to ar ray the agri-
cul tural agains t the manufac tu r ing States and Southern interests 
against Nor thern interests, ceased, af ter the passage of the Ding-
ley act, to be a bone of part isan contention, while the silver 
question, which was depended 011 to pit the poor against the rich, 
and the f a r West and South against the rest of the Union, dropped 
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C H A P T E R XVII. 

Funeral Cortege Reaches Washington—A Nation's Tribute 
of Respect and Love—Services in the Capitol—Memo-
rial Address of Bishop Andrews. 

BE N E A T H the great white dome of t he Capitol funera l services 
of s ta te were held over the remains of t he dead President . It 

was eminen t ly fitting t ha t the services should be conducted 
in that beaut i fu l ro t i r ida hallowed by the his tory of the last sad 
r i tes of two other m a r t y r s to the cause of the Republic . As befitted 
the occasion and t he character of the man whose r emains were 
l y i n g cold and rigid in t he narrow embrace of the metal l ic casket, 
t he services were simple. 

T h e y were conducted in accordance with t he r i tes of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church , of which President McKin ley was a 
l i felong member. Cons is t ing only of two i iymus, a song, a prayer, 
an address and a benediction, t hey were beaut ifu 1 and solemnly 
impressive. Ga thered a round t he bier were representat ives of 
every phase of American nat ional life, inc luding the Pres ident and 
the onlv surv iv ing ex-President of the United States, together 
with representat ives at t h i s capital of almost every nation of the 
ear th . Grea t Bri tain, F rance , Germany , I ta ly, Spain and all the 
Republ ics to t he southward of t he Un i t ed Sta tes mingled their 
tears with those of t he American people. 

Despite the fact t ha t no a t t empt had been made to decorate 
the inter ior of t he ro tunda , beyond the a r r angement s made about 
the catafalque, t he assemblage presented a memorable s ight . T h e 
sombre black of t he a t t i re of t he hund reds of civil ians present was 
splashed br i l l iant ly with the b lue and gold of the representat ives 
of the a rmy and the navy and t he court costumes of the Diplo-
mat ic Corps. As t he sweet notes of Mr . McKin ley ' s favorite 
h y m n , " L e a d , K ind ly L i g h t , " floated th rough the grea t rotunda, 
the assemblage rose to i ts feet. Bared heads were bowed and eyes 
s treamed with tears. A t t he coi?clusÍ9U of the h y m n , as Rev. Dr 
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Naylor , P res id ing Elder of t he W a s h i n g t o n District , rose to offer 
prayer, t he hush t ha t fell upon the people was profound. W h e n , 
in conclusion, he repeated t h e words of the Lord ' s Prayer , t h e 
great audience jo ined solemnly wi th h im. T h e m u r m u r of the i r 
voices resembled no th ing less t h a n t he roll of fa r d i s tan t surf. 

Scarcely had t he word amen been breathed when t he l iquid 
tone of tha t sweetly p leading song, " S o m e T i m e We ' l l Under-
s tand," went s t r a igh t to the hear t of every auditor. T h e solo 
was s u n g by Mrs. T h o m a s C. Noyes, and t he beaut i fu l ref ra in 
was echoed and re-echoed by t he double quar te t t e choir. 

E L O Q U E N T T R I B U T E T O T H E D E A D . 

T h e venerable Bishop Edward G. Andrews, of Ohio, the 
oldest Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church, then took his 
position at the head of t he bier. A gent le breeze t h rough the 
ro tunda st irred the delicate blooms which l ay upon the coffin, 
and the " peace t ha t passeth all u n d e r s t a n d i n g " seemed to rest 
upon the venerable man ' s countenance as he began his eu logy of 
the l ife and works of Wi l l i am McKin ley . H i s words were 
simple, bu t h is whole hear t was in every one of them. H i s 
t r ibute to the Chris t ian for t i tude of the dead Pres ident was im-
pressive. Upon the conclusion of the sermon, t he audience, as 
if by pre-arrangenient , joined the choir in s i ng ing " Nearer , M y 
God, to Thee . " All present seemed to be imbued with a senti-
ment of hallowed resignation as the divine b less ing was asked by 
the Rev. W . H . Chapman, ac t ing pastor of the Metropolitan 
Methodist Episcopal Church, upon both the l iv ing and t he dead. 

Mrs. McKinley , bereft of husband and prostra ted by he r 
overwhelming sorrow, did not a t tend the services at t he Capitol. 
I t was deemed wise by those now neares t and dearest to he r t ha t 
she should not undergo the ordeal her a t tendance would entail 
upon her . S h e remained a t t he W h i t e House, comforted by 
every at tent ion that loving t hough t fu lnes s could sugges t . 

Ar rangemen t s for the movement of the funera l cortege from 
the W h i t e House to t he Capitol were completed tha t n i g h t aftei 
the remains of the Pres ident had been deposited in the historic 
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Aycock, of Nor th Caro l ina ; Governor White , of West V i r g i n i a ; 
Governor Stickney, of Vermont , and Governor Voorhees, of New 
Jersey. Colonel Stone represented the Governor of California, 
and Colonel A." C. Kauffmau, of Charleston, represented Governor 
McSweeney, of South Carolina, and conveyed the Governoi 's 
regrets tha t he was unable porsonally to at tend; District Commis-
sioners; J . Pierpont Morgan, of New York ; J o h n Kassou, former 
Special Reciprocity Commissioner ; Pension Commissioner Hen ry 
Clay Evans. T h e Grand Master of the K n i g h t s Templa r of the 
Uni ted States, was represented by Grand Jun io r Warden F r a n k 
H . Thomas . Among the prominent women present were Mrs. 
Garret A. Hobart , widow of ex-Vice-President Hobart , who was 
escorted by her son, and Mrs. Russe l A. Alger. 

L A S T L O O K A T T H E D E A D P R E S I D E N T . 

At the conclusion of the funera l services in the rotunda, the 
casket lid was removed in order tha t the immediate f r iends of the 
dead President migh t be afforded the comfort of a last glance at 
his features, and that the people whom he loved and who loved 
h im migh t pass the bier for the same purpose. At half-past 12 
the crowds began to file th rough the rotunda, and dur ing the six 
hours in which the body was l y ing in state, it seemed tha t 55,000 
people viewed the remains. 

J u s t at 1 o'clock a f r igh t fu l calamity was narrowly averted 
at the east f ront of the Capitol. For hours the vast th rong of 
peopl had been massed in front of the Capitol await ing an oppor-
tun i ty to enter the rotunda. W h e n the doors were opened tens 
of thousands of people rushed almost frant ical ly to the main 
staircase. 

T h e police and mil i tary guards were swept aside and almost 
in a tw ink ing there was a t remendous crush at the foot of the 
great staircase. T h e immense th rong swept backward and for-
ward like the su rg ing of a migh ty sea. Women and children, a 
few of the la t ter babes in arms, were caught in the crowd, and 
many were badly hur t . S t rong m e n held children and even women 
high above the heads of the s u r g i n g crowd to protect them from 
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W h e n the remains of the dead President were finally closed 
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members of the Uni ted States Supreme Court, headed by Chief 
Jus t ice Fuller , in their robes of office. 

" President Roosevelt arrived at 8.50 o'clock, accompanied by 
his wife and his sister, and went immediately to the Blue Parlor, 
where they were joined by the members of the Cabinet. T h e 
President wore a frock coat, and a band of crepe 011 the lef t arm. 
Mrs. McKin ley arose earlier than usua l to prepare for the ordeal. 
She had rested quite well dur ing the n igh t , but he r pale face told 
plainly of her sufferings. She gave no sign of collapse, however, 
and her physician confidently believes tha t she will keep up her 
s t rength and courage to the end. 

G R A N D A R M Y R E P R E S E N T E D . 

"Sena to r H a n u a reached the Whi t e House only a short t ime 
before the procession was to move. His face looked drawn, and, 
leaning heavily on his cane, it was plainly evident tha t he was 
suffering. Whi le the men of note were ar r iv ing at the Whi t e 
House, the funera l eseort, under command of Major General John 
R . Brooke, was forming immediately in front of the Whi te House. 
Besides regular soldiers, sailors and marines, the escort was made 
up of a detachment of the Nat ional Guard, members of the Grand 
A r m y of the Republic, Loyal Legion and kindred bodies and 
civic organizations, and representatives of all branches of the 
National Government, and the Governors of States and their 
staffs. 

" T h e public had been ast ir early, and the streets were 
crowded with people. Wire cables s t r u n g along the entire route 
of march from the W h i t e House to the Capitol, kept it clear for 
the funera l procession. 

" At precisely 9 o'clock a silent command was given, and the 
body bearers silently and reverently raised to their stalwart 
shoulders the casket containing all tha t was mortal of the illus-
tr ious dead. 1 hey walked with slow, cadence step, and, as they 
appeared at the main door of the Whi t e House, the Marine Band, 
stationed 011 the avenue opposite the mansion, s t ruck up the 
h y m n the dead President loved so well, " Nearer, My God, to 



T h e e » T h e r e was perfeet si lence t h r o u g h o u t the b ig mans ion 
and as t he last sad ¿ r a i n of the music died away t he t h r o n g m 
the bui ld ing lifted the i r heads, but the i r eves were w e t 

absolute ly necessary" and so she concluded to remain m h e r room 
unde r t l i J immediate care of Dr. Rixey , Mrs. Barber, her sister, 
and he r niece, Miss Barber. 

B U G L E S O U N D E D " M A R C H . " 

" S l o w l y down the W h i t e Honse driveway t h r o u g h a fine 
dr izzl ing r a L the solemn cortege wound i ts way down to the gate 
t a d g 1 the avenue, and halted. T h e n with a g r a n d s d e n , 
s w i n / t h e ar t i l lery band began the ' D e a d "March f rom Saul , a 
b l a s t f rom a bugle sounded ' m a r c h ' and the head of the proces-
s e s moving on its way to the Capitol. T h e casket m a black, 
c a r v e d hearse and drawn by six coal black horses, c a p a m o n d m 

net with t ra i l ing tassels and a stalwart groom at the head 
of each, moved down th rough the gateway and came to a s tand 

a longside of t he moving procession . 
" Ma jo r General John R . Brooke was at the head of the l ine, 

mounted on a splendid charger . Behind h i m came h i s aides, the 
r i d coated art i l lery band, a squadron of cavalry with red and 
white guidons l imp in the damp air, a ba t te ry of field ar t i l lery, 
with the men s i t t ing s t ra igh t and stiff as s tatues, a company of 
engineers , two ba t ta l ions of coast ar t i l lery and a de tachment of 
f h hosoital corps T h e n came the naval cont ingent of t he first 
" ^ h e a d e 7 b y t he Marine Band, who were followed by a bat-
talion of marines and one of sailors from the N o r t h At lant ic squad-

m S S l S e District of Columbia b rough t 
u p the rear of t h e first section of the parade, t he civic section of 

the procession marched into line. I t was under command of Gen-
eral H e n r y V. Boynton as Chief Marshal , and comprised detach-
ments from the Mil i tary Order of the Loyal Legion, the R e g u l a r 
A r m y and Navy Union, t he Union Veteran Legion, the Span ish 
W a r Vete rans and the Grand A r m y of the Republic . As these 
veterans of the Civil W a r passed the wai t ing hearse wheeled 
slowly into line, the guards of honor from the a rmy and navy took 
u p positions on e i ther side of the hearse, aud the funera l cortege 
proper took its appointed place behind a delegation of the Grand 
Army of the Republic . 

"C lose behind the hearse came a carr iage in which were 
seated ex-President Grover Cleveland, Rea r Admiral Robley D. 
Evans and General J o h n Wilson. I11 a carr iage drawn by four 
fiue black horses coming n e x t were Pres ident Roosevelt , Mrs. 
Roosevelt and Commander W. S. Cowles, the Pres iden t ' s brother-
in-law. T h e n followed a l ine of carr iages bear ing all the members 
of the Cabinet, a n u m b e r of ex-members and behind them the 
diplomatic corps. 

B E T W E E N S I L E N T T H R O N G S . 

" S o l e m n l y the funera l pa r ty wound down past t he T r e a s u r y 
Bui lding and into the broad sweep of Pennsy lvan ia avenue amid 
a profound silence t ha t was awful to those who only s ix mon ths 
ago had witnessed t he en thus ias t ic p laudi t s which greeted the 
dead man as he made the same march to assume for a second 
t ime t he honors and burdens of the President ial office. 

" T h e ar t i l lery band played a solemn dirge as it with slow 
steps led t he sorrowful way down the avenue. All t he mi l i tary 
organizat ions carried the i r arms, but wi th colors draped and furled. 
T h e crowds were si lent. All were sad, m o u r n f u l and oppressive. 
T h e people stood with heads uncovered, and m a n y bowed in 
apparent ly silent p rayer as the hearse passed along. A slow 
drizzl ing ra in was fall ing. 

" Af t e r the carriages, in which were t he diplomats, followed 
a long l ine of others conta ining t he Jus t ices of the Supreme Court, 
the Senate and House committees appointed to at tend t he funeral , 
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the local judiciary, the assis tant secretaries of the several execu-
tive depar tments , members of the various Government commis-
sions and official representa t ives of the in su la r governments . 

" T h e remainder of the procession was composed of a la rge 
representat ion of local bodies of K n i g h t s Templa r , over 1000 
members of t he Grand A r m y of the Republic , t he Uni ted Con-
federate Vete rans of t he city of W a s h i n g t o n and of Alexandr ia , 
Va., various rel igious and patriotic societies, inc luding t he Sons 
of the American Revolut ion, secret societies and labor organiza-
t ions of the city. Scat tered he re and there at in tervals were rep-
resentat ives of out-of-town organizations, inc luding the Ohio 
Republ ican Club, t he Republ ican Club of New York city, the 
New York I ta l ian Chamber of Commerce and of the New York 
Board of T r a d e and Transpor ta t ion , the New York Democratic 
Hones t Money League and the Sou the rn Manufac tu re r s ' Club of 
Charlotte, N . C. 

T H E O R G A N I Z A T I O N S I N T H E P R O C E S S I O N . 

11 T h e Mil i tary Order of the Loyal Legion, of which Presi-
dent McKin ley was an honored member, with a representat ion from 
the New York and Pennsy lvan ia Commauderies, formed a con-
spicuous par t in th is procession, as also did t he K n i g h t s T e m p l a r 
of th is city and of Alexandria , Va., and a battalion of t he uniform 
r a n k K n i g h t s of Pyth ias . T h e ful l force of the le t ter carr iers of 
Wash ing ton , each with a band of black crepe on his a rm, walked 
to the solemn t read of the dirge. 

" A t 10.12 o'clock t he head of the procession arrived at the 
no r th end of the Capitol plaza, but instead of swinging directly 
into t he plaza and pass ing in f ront of the Capitol, as usua l ly is 
done on the occasion of President ia l inaugura t ions , the mi l i tary 
cont ingent passed eastward on B street, thence south on F i r s t 
s treet , Eas t . Headed by Major-General J o h n R. Brooke and 
staff and the F i f t h Art i l le ry Corps Band, the troops swept around 
to the south end of the plaza, and then marched to position front-

. ing t he main entrance to the Capitol. As soon as they had been 
formed at rest, the ar t i l lery band on the lef t and the Marine Band 

on the right of t he entrance, t he funera l cortege, with i ts guard 
of honor, entered the plaza f rom the north. As the hearse hal ted 
in f ron t of the m a i n staircase the troops, responding to almost 
whispered commands, presented arms. 

" T h e guard of honor ascended the steps, the naval officers 
on t he right and the a rmy officers on the lef t , fo rming a cordon 
on each side, j u s t wi thin the r a n k s of t he ar t i l lerymen, seamen 
and marines . 

" As the e igh t s tu rdy body-bearers, four from the a r m y and 
four from the navy, tender ly drew the flag-draped casket from the 
hearse, the band sweetly wailed the p leading notes of ' Nearer , 
My God, to Thee . ' Eve ry head in the vast a t t endan t t h rong was 
bared. T e a r bedimmed eyes were raised to Heaven and a s i lent 
p rayer went u p from the thousands of hearts . W i t h careful and 
solemn t read t he body-bearers began the ascent of the staircase 
wi th their precious burden, and tender ly bore it to the catafa lque 
in t he ro tunda ." 

U N P R E C E D E N T E D D I S P L A Y O F M O U R N I N G . 

T h e display of mourn ing for the death of Pres ident McKin-
ley was one of t he most remarkab le demonst ra t ions t ha t th is 
count ry has ever witnessed. T h e tes t imony of regre t and sorrow 
for the late Chief Magistrate , and the expression of detestat ion for 
the ha te fu l blow which removed h im from a post of usefulness , 
were universal and sincere. T h e evidences of genu ine deep 
sorrow were apparent on every hand, in every city and hamle t in 
the land, and grief at the cruel blow penetrated every patriotic 
household, and affected every r ight-minded man in the count ry . 

T h e emblems of m o u r n i n g which are displayed in profusion 
on business houses, pr ivate dwellings, publ ic bu i ld ings and at all 
the h a u n t s of men were not merely the t r app ings of woe—the 
sign of a per functory observance of the' decencies and propriet ies 
of the occasion. T h e y were the eager, voluntary , t rue express ions 
of the feel ing everywhere prevalent. T h e r e probably never was 
a more genuine, spontaneous nat ional ou tburs t of emotion. In 
th is wonderful expression of feel ing great influence is undoubt-



edly exerted by t he character and t ra i ts of the gent le man, who 
possessed a s ingu la r ly w i n n i n g and hea l thy na ture , and exempli-
fied in h is life the wholesome and admirable Chr i s t ian v i r tues 
which are t he real s a fegua rds of a nation. 

T h e m a n n e r and c i rcumstance of h is t a k i n g of f ; the in famous 
character and t he deliberate, mal ignant , base method of the 
i n h u m a n assassin ; the innocence of the victim, which should 
have rendered h im safe from attack, and the fine and noble bear-
ing of the sufferer when the inevitable end came—all conspired 
to awaken the best sen t iments of the whole count ry . But in 
addition to all of these con t r ibu t ing causes to t he universal 
express ion of grief, t he r e was a cause for indignat ion and sorrow 
of equal force. A n e n e m y to free government aimed a blow at 
the Republ ic and s t ruck down the Chief who was the choice of 
the people. 

T H E W H O L E P E O P L E A T T A C K E D . 

A mal ignan t a t t ack was made upon the whole people in t he 
person of the Chief Magis t ra te who represented in h i s h igh office 
the ma jes ty , power and d igni ty of t he nat ion, and, consciously or 
unconsciously, all cit izens t h r o u g h o u t t he land were not only 
express ing the i r grief and sorrow at the gr ievous blow which had 
fallen upon a good and t rue man, bu t were showing the i r detesta-
t ion of a foul blow directed aga ins t the Republic , and offering the 
s t rongest t es t imony of their unal te rable devotion to tha t Govern-
ment , by and for t he people, which was never more s t rong ly 
en t renched in the hea r t s of its people than it is to-day. 

F rom an observer of the grea t demonstra t ion at t he Capitol 
we fu rn i sh t he reader with the fol lowing g raph ic account : 

" Wash ing ton , cur ious ly composite city as to i ts human i ty , is 
used to public spectacle. I t is as m u c h a par t of i ts l ife to-day as 
it mus t have been with the t emple cities of Egyp t , th ree thousand 
years ago. Now it is an inaugura t ion , now the depa r tu re of grea t 
ones, now the home-coming of victors, now a funera l . I t has , in 
fact, the parade habit , and consequent ly i ts emotions are some-
what b lunted by overwear. 

" Bu t it a lways can be counted on for enough of feel ing to 
make the m e a n i n g of i ts presence on t he s t reets seem real. O n 
ei ther side of the portico are masses of votive wrea ths and flowers 
in every form to give color to t he eye and pe r fume to the air. 
Officers of the a r m y and navy are ascend ing the s teps and greet-
ing each other decorously. 

" Admiral Dewey, in h i s fu l l uni form, bland of face and l igh t 
of movement , stops to t a lk with the swar thy R e a r Admira l 
Crowninshield, and t he tal l form of R e a r Admira l Bradford jo ins 
the group, Melville, Rea r Admira l , too, shows his long woolly 
white ha i r and beard. And Rea r Admira l O'Neil l , clean cut of 
face and figure, is g r e e t i n g Rea r Admi ra l Watson , a small , clean 
shaven man. Genera l Otis, tall, r u d d y faced, and Genera l 
Gillespie, of fine figure and whi te mustache , are hav ing a word. 
I t s t r ikes one t ha t all our genera l s and admira l s are on in years, 
and one t h i n k s of the days o f ' 6 4 and '65, when the g rea t com-
manders were men in t he ear ly fort ies and under . A m o n g t he 
m a j o r genera ls there is F i t z h u g h Lee, stout , s ta lwart , b u t ag ing . 

P O T E N T A T E S , F R I E N D S A N D A D M I R E R S . 

" T h e wai t ing catafa lque in t he centre, beneath the dome, 
one notes on enter ing, is set about with chai rs in segments of the 
circle, e igh t segments , with about one hundred chairs in each. 
A small h a r m o n i u m is near t he head of t he catafalque, which, 011 
a low back platform, s tands about two feet h igh . I t is draped in 
black cloth, and all a round are great pieces of flowers from foreign 
potentates, f rom Sta tes and cities, f rom f r iends and admirers . 

" T h e impor t of the scene is heavy in the l a rger sense 011 
each one g a t h e r i n g there, bu t t he spell of it is not so deep as it 
was at Buffalo, where t he personal feel ing was f resher and deeper. 
T h e men here have seen grea t t ragedies and great s t ruggles , and 
were par t of them. T h e whispered ta lk turned most ly to the 
event, bu t often tu rned away as we waited there, and th is was 
na tura l , and is set down so as to t r u l y mirror the event. T h e 
t ragedies of his tory, the grea t tragedies, move in the i r vast 
solemnity without reference to the ser iousness or want of it in 



the minor details. T h e n th is was someth ing in a sense spec-
tacular, and we are not good at spectacles. 

" I t is 10 o'clock and the chai rs are filling. Af te r well known 
faces appear 4 F i g h t i n g Bob' Evans shows his shrewd face among 
the naval men. A h a n d f u l of Senators come from the Senate 
Chamber—only six at first, t h o u g h others dr i f t in later. Senator 
Allison, g ray bearded, looking l ike a mild version of General^ 
G r a n t ; Senator Clapp, of Minnesota, with h is l ikeness to the 
s t rong faced J o h n A. Logan ; Senator Cullom, of Illinois, rough 
bearded, bu t shaven of the upper lip, in the s tyle of i860 ; Senator 
Nelson, l u m b e r i n g and rus t ic looking. Af te r them comes former 
Senator Gorman, of Maryland, clear of eye, s h a r p of out l ine and 
l i the of movement . General Alger and his wife have come in, 
and with t h e m former Postmaster-General Gary . 

W O M E N I N F U L L M O U R N I N G . 

" W o m e n are d r i f t i ng quie t ly in t h rough m a n y doors, all 
most ly in fu l l m o u r n i n g or wear ing black ha t s and skirts , with 
whi te waist and a very chic crepe band and bow on the le f t arm 
above the elbow. T h e Rev. Mr. Powers, who preached the fun-
eral sermon a t Garf ield 's funera l here, a m a n of pale minis-
terial face with a smal l whi te mustache , is seated with his 
memories. 

" A delegation of t he H o u s e of Representa t ives comes in. 
' J o e ' Cannon, with h is kno t ty face and chin w h i s k e r ; Amos J . 
Cuinmings , whose eyes are b r igh t as ever, bu t whose mus tache is 
wh i t en ing ; Hopk ins , of the W a y s and Means, reddish and alert 
and much chat ted to. Whi te l aw Reid, former Minis ter to France , 
t h o u g h t f u l looking, comes in slowly, Bishop Sat ter lee is seated 
beside an a rmy man. 

" Around r u n s a whisper, for Grover Cleveland, twice Presi-
dent of the Uni ted Sta tes and the only l iv ing former President , 
is en ter ing . H e looks well and s l ight ly tanned, someth ing thin-
ne r than when he was at the W h i t e House, and also showing the 
march of wh i t en ing time. H e si ts beside Rea r Admiral Robley 
D. Evans . Whispe r s r u n tha t Cleveland in all h is e ight years 

was cons tant ly on the lookout for assass inat ion when he was out 
of doors. 

" A t twenty minu t e s to eleven o'clock a bug le call is heard in 
the court without. I t is evident ly a signal , for almost simul-
taneously the active heads of the government enter. Pres ident 
Roosevelt, with Mrs. Roosevelt, in deep mourn ing , on h is arm, 
and his son and two daugh t e r s following, head the line. Mrs. 
Roosevelt walks with sympathe t ica l ly bowed head, her coming a 
woman's gracious t r ibute to the widow of he r husband ' s pre-
decessor. T h e Cabinet, headed by Secretar ies H a y and Gage, 
with Secretary Root and At torney General Knox follow. 

T H E S E C R E T A R Y O F S T A T E . 

" Mr. H a y looks whi te and far from strong, but evident ly 
s teel ing himsel f for a ceremony certain to b r ing h is <$wn recent 
bereavement—the loss of h i s son—painful ly before h im. H i s 
dark beard, with its powdering of white, his par ted hair and 
glasses give h im a stern, autocratic look, far from his bea r ing of 
the moment . Abner McKinley , very pale, poor man ! and leading 
his wife, heads the family pa r ty from the W h i t e House, where 
Mrs. McKinley r emains for t h e af ternoon—her last in the home 
of t he Presidents . Senator H a n n a , still pale and shaken, is with 
the family party. 

" T h e r e is a brea th of music, the music of t he oft-played 
hymn , heard from without, a r i n g of feet on t he marble pavement , 
and the guard of honor en te r from the east porch, followed by t he 
e ight men bear ing the late Pres iden t ' s coffin, now wholly covered 
with an American flag, on which are piles of beaut i fu l whi te roses. 
Slowly the bearers tu rn and lay the i r burden down, the head to 
the west and the feet to t he r i s ing sun. 

" W h i l e t he a t t endan t s are a r r a n g i n g ma t t e r s about the 
catafalque, the Ambassadors , Minis te rs and a t taches of t he for-
eign legat ions enter, two and two, the i r b r igh t un i fo rms give an 
ex t ra dash of color to the ga the r ing . Senor Aspiroz, the Mexican 
Minister , h is dark un i fo rm coat, a perfect dazzle of gold lace, dark 
sk inned and s t rong faced, gazes sympathe t ica l ly a b o u t T h e 



T u r k i s h and E n g l i s h a t taches give vivid reds and greens to the 
picture. 

" Minis ter W u , in his Chinese garb, beams k ind ly over h is 
spectacles. H e conies' f rom a land where sudden dea ths have been 
m u c h enforced of late. H e wears a black faced, conical cap, with 
a scarlet crown and a gold but ton on the top. T h e Span ish and 
Por tuguese Minis ters are in diplomatic uniforms, heavi ly laced 
with gold. 

T H E S O U T H F U L L Y R E P R E S E N T E D . 

" Sti l l people are coming. Senator T i l lman , General Jere-
miah Wi lson and General Longs t ree t , of Confederate fame, are 
enter ing, and there is the new Ac t ing Vice-President, Wi l l i am B. 
Fryfe, of Maine, h is mild b lue eyes b l i nk ing in the l ight . H e has 
an earues t face and an appeal ing expression- Mrs. Garre t A. 
Hobar t and he r son are seated close together . J a m e s G. Blaine, Jr . , 
and his wife are there . Sena tor Chauncey M. Depew and 
Sena tor Pia t t , of N e w York, are across t he aisle. W i t h the 
former is J. P ierpont Morgan. T h e y cha t earnest ly . S tephen B. 
E l k i n s and Senator Cockrell are noted, but one would have to call 
a very long roll to tell of them all. 

" At a few minu te s before eleven the double quar te t nea r the 
ha rmon ium sang ' Lead, K ind ly Light . ' W i t h fine clearness of 
tone the Rev. H e n r y R. Naylor , presiding elder of the Methodist 
Church , led in a hear t fe l t prayer , on ly a word or two of which 
reached mortal ears at any dis tance from the speaker on account 
of the mock ing echoes from the dome. 

44 T h e n Mrs. T h o m a s C. Noyes, of Wash ing ton , sang , with a 
soprano voice of grea t clearness, volume and wide range, the h y m n 
1 Some T i m e W e ' l l Unders tand . ' Mrs. Noyes s a n g with great 
feel ing and effect, b r ing ing tears to the eyes of not a few. She 
made a pret ty picture, dressed in black and wear ing a picture hat , 

'with long black feather , and a h igh lace collar of a square cut. 
Nervous for the first few notes, as well she m i g h t be, he r face 
as she went on became a s tudy of ingenuous earnes tness while 
he r clear notes ran l ike birds d iv ing 011 h igh above our heads. 

" Bishop Andrews, of the Methodist Church , followed in au 

address t ha t lasted some fifteen minutes . H e was fluent and 
earnest , and looked very l ike Sena tor Hoar , bu t the baffling 
echoes once more took u p the discourse, and, exagge ra t i ng what 
m a y be called the minis ter ia l tone of the prelate, produced a 
s t r ange effect. Af te r the s i ng ing of ' Nearer , My God, to Thee , ' 
in which near ly all present jo ine4 in subdued tone, producing a 
touch ing effect, a brief b less ing was given by the Rev. W. H . 
Chapman . W i t h extended hands and upl i f ted eyes he prayed for 
mercy and peace and l ight , and so t he service came to an end. 

" Not m a n y minu te s had passed before all had departed save 
t he guard , under t he charge of Colonel Bingham. T h e at tend-
an t s rear ranged t he chamber for the popular view of the remains . 
T h e chairs disappeared, except a l ine each side f rom east to west. 
On these were laid the floral offerings. W h e n , therefore, t he lid 
had been l if ted f rom the head of t he coffin t he people passed 
between a l ane of costly flowers, each of which told a tale. 

" Look ing out upon t he mu l t i t ude now wai t ing under a 
dr izzl ing rain, it seemed as if there were fifty thousand umbre l las 
in s ight where a short t ime before a flower bed of h u m a n i t y met 
t he view. T h e r e was much crowding and p u s h i n g a while, bu t at 
l eng th it was s t ra ightened out and the s t ream kept flowing th rough 
the hal l unt i l the t ime came, with the evening l ights , to close t he 
coffin lid to W a s h i n g t o n forever." 



C H A P T E R X V I I I . 

Eloquent Eulogy on the Dead President—Floral Offerings— 
Great Crush to View the Remains—Distinguished Per-
sons Present. 

' " T H E funera l services at t he Capitol over the remains of the 
' la te Pres ident McKin ley were s imple and beaut i fu l . T h e y 

were of the form prescribed in the Methodist Church . Two 
h y m n s , a prayer , an address and a benediction comprised all of 
i t ; ye t the impress ion left at the end was of perfection. 

T h e people were slow in ga ther ing . Among the first comers 
were t he arni}r officers. General Randolph , Chief of Art i l lery, 
and in charge of t h e mi l i ta ry a r r angemen t s at the Capitol, was 
first among these, and soon a f te rwards came General Gillespie, 
Chief of Engineers , and General F i t z h u g h Lee. Soon the n u m -
ber of officers became too grea t to d is t inguish between them, and 
the ro tunda began to l i gh t u p with dashes of gold lace and gi l t 
bu t tons and flashing sword scabbards, scattered t h r o u g h t he 
soberly dressed crowd of civilians. 

Before 10 o'clock the l a t t e r had assembled in such n u m b e r s 
as to fill the grea ter par t of the seat ing space not reserved for the 
persons i n t he funera l procession, who were to enter t he ro tunda. 

J u s t at 10 o'clock Admiral Dewey made his appearance, ac-
companied by General Otis, General Davis and Genera l Rugg les . 
H e glanced over t he scene within, and then took u p h i s station a t 
the eastern entrance, where he was joined by the o ther members 
of the guard of honor. 

Mrs. Hobart , with he r son, and Mrs. Russe l l A. Alger , 
escorted by Colonel Hecker , also entered d u r i n g th i s t ime of waiting. 
T h e c le rgymen and the choir, the l a t t e r f rom the Metropoli tan 
Methodist Episcopal Church , which Mr. McKin ley at tended, filed 
in, and were seated at the head of the catafalque. A t twen ty 
minutes to n o'clock the Cabinet entered, and were seated to the 
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south of the platform ; and then to the s t ra ins of "Nearer , M y 
God, T o Thee , " by t he Mar ine Band outside, the casket was 
borne into the rotunda. General Gil lespie and Colonel Bingham 
led the way, and every one arose. T h e guard of honor on e i ther 
side separated, and the casket was placed gen t ly upon the 
catafalque. 

T H E F A M I L Y G R O U P . 

N e x t came members of the family of t he deceased, Abner 
McKin ley leading. T h e y were seated nea r t he head of the casket. 
Mrs. McKin ley was not present . Sena tor H a n n a was with the 
family party. N e x t the diplomatic corps entered, all in fu l l 
court regalia, and were seated to t he south. Fo rmer Pres ident 
Cleveland, with Genera l Wilson, his escort, sat in the first row. 

Las t ly came Pres ident Roosevelt, escorted by Capta in Cowles, 
and preceded by Mr. Cortelyou, secre tary to the President . H e 
was given a seat at the end of the row occupied by the Cabinet, 
j u s t south of t he casket. Mr. Roosevelt 's face was set, and h e 
appeared to be res t ra in ing h is emotions with difficulty. 

W h e n the noise occasioned by sea t ing the late comers had 
ceased a h u s h fell upon the people, and then the choir sof t ly sang 
" Lead, K i n d l y L i g h t , " Cardinal Newman ' s divine an them, whi le 
every one stood in reverence. 

A t t he conclusion of the h y m n Rev. Dr. H e n r y R. Naylor . 
Pres id ing Elder of the W a s h i n g t o n Distr ict of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, delivered the invocation, while the d is t inguished 
company l is tened with bowed heads. Dr. Nay lo r said : 

" O h , Lord God, our Heaven ly Fa ther , a bereaved nat ion 
cometh to T h e e in its deep sorrow ; to whom can we go in such 
an hour as th is but un to Thee. T h o u only ar t able to comfort 
and support the afflicted. 

" D e a t h s t r ikes down the ta l les t and best of men, and conse-
quen t changes are cont inua l ly occurr ing a m o n g nat ions and 
communit ies . But we have been t a u g h t t ha t T h o u art the same 
yesterday, to-day and forever ; tha t with T h e e there is no variable-
ness nor the least shadow of tu rn ing . So in the midst of our grief 
we t u r n to T h e e for help. 



" W e t h a n k Thee , O, Lord, t ha t years ago T h o u didst give 
un to th is Nat ion a man whose loss we mourn to-day. W e t h a n k 
T h e e for the pu re and unself ish l ife he was enabled to live in the 
midst of so even t fu l an experience. W e t h a n k Thee for the fai th-
ful and d is t inguished services which he was enabled to render to 
Thee , to our C o u n t r y and to the world. 

" W e bless T h e e for such a citizen, for such a lawmaker , for 
such a Governer, for such a President , for such a husband, for 
such a Chr i s t ian example and for a f r iend. 

" But, O, Lord, we deplore our loss to-day ; s incerely implore 
T h y sanc t i fy ing benediction. W e pray T h e e for t ha t dear one who 
has been wa lk ing by his side t h r o u g h the years, s h a r i n g his tri-
u m p h s and pa r t ak ing of h is sorrows. Give to he r all needed 
sus tenance and the comfort her s t r icken hea r t so g rea t ly craves. 
A n d unde r t he shadow of th is g rea t ca lami ty may she learn, as 
never before, the Fa the rhood of God, and t he matchless character 
of H i s sus t a in ing grace. 

P R A Y E R F O R T H E N E W P R E S I D E N T . 

"And, O, Lord, we sincerely pray for h im upon whom the 
man t l e of President ial au thor i ty has so suddenly and unexpectedly 
fallen. He lp h im to walk wor thy the h i g h vocation whereunto he 
has been called. H e needs T h y gu id ing h a n d and T h y insp i r ing 
spir i t cont inual ly . May he always present to the nation and to t he 
world divinely i l lumined j u d g m e n t , a brave hea r t and an unsu l -
lied character . 

" H e a r our prayer , O, Lord, for the official fami ly of the 
Adminis t ra t ion , those men who are associated with T h y servant , 
the President , in the adminis t ra t ion of the affairs of g o v e r n m e n t ; 
gu ide them in all t he i r deliberations, to the nat ion 's welfare and 
the glory of God. 

" A n d now, Lord, we h u m b l y p ray for T h y b less ing and con-
solat ion to come to all the people of our land and nat ion. Forgive 
our past shor tcomings , our s ins of omission as well as our s ins of 
commission. H e l p us to make the Golden R u l e t he s tandard of 
our lives, t ha t we m a y {do un to others as we would have them do 

un to us,' and t h u s become, indeed, a people whose God is the 
Lord. 

" T h e s e t h i n g s we h u m b l y ask in t he name of H i m who 
t a u g h t us, when we pray, to s a y : ' O u r Fa the r , which ar t in 
heaven, Hal lowed be T h y name. T h y k ingdom come. T h y will 
be done in ear th as it is in heaven. Give us th is da}' our dai ly 
bread, and forgive us our t respasses as we forgive them tha t tres-
pass aga ins t us. And lead us not into temptat ion, but deliver us 
from evil, for T h i n e is t he k ingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever. A m e n . ' " 

, : ' i 
M O S T E F F E C T I V E M U S I C . ' 

As the pastor ceased, the voices of the choir swelled forth 
and the rich, pure soprano notes of Mrs. T h o m a s C. Noyes led the 
hymn , " S o m e t i m e We ' l l Unders t and . " T h e music was remarka-
bly effective and touch ing as the notes came back in soft echoes 
from the fu lness of the dome overhead. As soon as the h y m n 
ceased, Bishop Edward G. Andrews, of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, who had come f rom Ohio to say the last words over the 
remains of h is l i fe long fr iend and parishioner, arose. H e stood at 
the head of t he casket and spoke in sympathe t i c voice, and with 
m a n y evidences of deep emotion. T h e acoustic quali t ies of the 
ro tunda do not favor such addresses, and, a l though the bishop spoke 
in clear and firm tones, the r ippl ing echoes from all sides made it 
d i f f icu l t for those a short dis tance from him to catch h is words, 
T h e bishop sa id : 

" Blessed be the God and F a t h e r of our Lord, W h o of H i s 
abundan t mercy ha th begot ten us aga in un to a l ively hope by 
the resurrect ion of Chr is t f rom the dead, to an inher i tance uncor-
ruptible, undefiled, and t ha t fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for us, by t he power of God th rough fa i th un to salvation, ready 
to be revealed in the last t ime. 

" T h e services for the dead are fitly and almost of necessi ty 
services of religion and of immorta l hope. I n the presence of the 
shroud and the coffin and the narrow home, quest ions concerning 
intel lectual qual i ty , concerning public station, concerning 



grea t achievements, s ink into comparative insignificance, and 
quest ions concern ing character and man ' s relation to the Lord 
and Giver of life, even the life eternal, emerge to our view 
and impress themselves upon us. 

" Charac te r abides. W e br ing no th ing into th is world, we can 
car ry no th ing out. We, ourselves, depar t with all the accumula t ions 
of tendency and habi t and qual i ty which the years have given to us. 
W e ask,therefore, even at the grave of t he i l lustrious, not a l together 
what grea t achievement they had performed,land how they had com-
mended themselves to the memory and affection or respect of the 
world, but chiefly of what sort t hey were, wha t t he interior na tu re 
of the' m a n was, what were his affinities. W e r e they with the 
good, the t ru th , the noble ? W h a t h is relation to t he infinite Lord 
of t he universe and to the compassionate Savior of m a n k i n d ; 
what h i s fitness for t ha t grea t hereaf te r to which he had passed. 

H I S H I G H A C H I E V E M E N T S . 

" And such great quest ions come to u s wi th moment , even in 
t he hour when we ga the r around the bier of those whom we pro-
foundly respect and eulogize and whom we tender ly love. In the 
years to come, the days and the mon ths tha t lie immedia te ly 
before us, will give ful l u t t e rance as to t he h i g h s t a t e smansh ip 
and grea t achievements of t he i l lus t r ious m a n whom we mourn 
to-day. W e shal l not touch them to-day. T h e nation al ready h a s 
broken out in i ts grief and poured i t s ' tears , and is sti l l pour ing 
them, over t he loss of a beloved man. I t is well. But we ask 
th i s morn ing of what sort th is man is, so t ha t we may, perhaps, 
knowing the moral and spi r i tual life tha t is past, be able to shape 
t h e far-wi thdrawing fu tu r e . 

" I t h i n k we m u s t all concede tha t na tu re and t ra in ing, and, 
reverent ly be it said, t he inspira t ion of t he A l m i g h t y con-
spired to conform a man admirable in h is moral t emper and aims. 
We, none of us can doubt, I t h ink , tha t even by na tu r e he was 
eminent ly gifted. T h e kindly , calm and equitable t emperament , 
the k indly and generous heart , the love of jus t ice and right, and 
t he tendency toward fai th and loyal ty to unseen powers and 

author i t ies t h e s e t h i n g s m u s t have been with h im from his 
childhood, f rom his in fancy ; bu t upon them supervened t he 
t ra in ing, for which he was a lways tender ly t h a n k f u l , and of which 
even th i s great nation, f rom sea to sea, cont inual ly has t aken 
note. 

" I t was an h u m b l e home in which he was born. Nar row con-
di t ions were around h im ; but fa i th in God had l if ted tha t lowly 
roof, according to the s ta tement of some grea t wri ter , u p to t he 
very heavens and permit ted i ts i n m a t e s to behold t he t h i n g s 
eternal , immor ta l and divine; and he came unde r t ha t t ra in ing . 

H I S F I L I A L A F F E C T I O N . 

" I t is a beau t i fu l t h i n g tha t to t he end of h is l ife he bent 
reverent ly before tha t mother whose example and teach ing and 
prayer had so fashioned his mind and all h is aims. T h e school 
came bu t briefly, and then came to h im the C h u i c h with a minis-
t ra t ion of power. H e accepted the t r u t h which i t t augh t . H e 
believed in God and in J e s u s Chris t , t h r o u g h whom God was 
revealed. H e accepted t he divine law of the Scr ip tu re ; he based 
his hope on J e s u s Chris t , the appointed and on ly Redeemer of 
men ; and the Church, beg inn ing i ts operation upon his character 
at an ear ly period of his. life, continued even to i ts close to mould 
him. H e waited a t tent ively upon its minis t ra t ions . 

" H e gladly partook with h is b re th ren of the symbols of 
myster ious passion and redeeming love of the Lord J e s u s Christ . 
H e was he lp fu l in all those beneficences and act ivi t ies; and from 
the Church, to the close of h is life, he received inspirat ion tha t 
l ifted h im above much of the t rouble and weakness incident to 
our h u m a n nature , and bless ings be to God, m a y we say, in the 
las t and final hour they enabled h im confidently, tender ly to say, 
1 I t is H i s Wil l , not ours, t ha t will be done. ' 

" Such influences gave to u s Wi l l i am McKinley. A n d what 
was he ? A man of incorrupt ible personal and political in tegr i ty . 
I suppose no one ever a t tempted to approach h im in the way of a 
b r i be ; and we remember, wi th great felicitation at th i s t ime for 
such an example to ourselves, tha t when great financial difficul-



ties and peri ls encompassed h im, h e determined to deliver all he 
possessed to h is creditors, tha t there should be 110 chal lenge of h is 
perfect honesty in t he mat ter . A man of immacula te pur i ty , shall 
we say ? N o s ta in was upon h i s escutcheon ; no syl lable of sus-
picion t ha t I ever heard was whispered aga ins t his character . H e 
walked in perfect and noble self-control. 

" Beyond tha t , t h i s man has somehow wrough t in h i m — I 
suppose upon t he foundat ions of a very happ i ly constructed 
na tu r e—a grea t and generous love for h is fellow men. He 
believed in men . H e had himsel f been b rough t u p among the 
common people. H e k n e w the i r labors, s t ruggles , necessities. 
H e loved them ; bu t I t h i n k beyond tha t i t was to t he Church 
and its t each ings concern ing the Fa therhood of God and universal 
brotherhood of m a n t ha t he was indebted for t ha t habi t of kind-
ness, for t ha t generosi ty of spirit , t ha t was wrough t into h i s very 
substance and became h im so that , thoirgh he was of all men most 
courteous, no one ever supposed bu t t h a t courtesy was from the 
li po 

A M A N O F L A R G E H E A R T . 

" I t was spontaneous, unaffected, k indly , at tractive, in a most 
eminent degree. W h a t he was in the narrower circle of those 
to whom he was personal ly attached, I t h i n k he was also in the 
g rea tness of h is comprehensive love toward t he race of which he 
was a part . If any m a n had been lifted u p to t ake into his pur-
view and desire to h e l p all classes and conditions of men. all 
nat ional i t ies beside h i s own, it was th is man. Shal l I speak a 
word nex t of t ha t which I will ha rd ly aver t to—the tenderness of 
that domestic love, which has so of ten been commented upon ? I 
pass it with only t h a t word. I t ake it t ha t no words can set forth 
fu l ly t he u n f a l t e r i n g k indness and carefulness and upbear ing love . 
which belonged to th is grea t man. 

" And h e was a man who believed in right ; who had a pro-
found conviction t ha t the courses of th is world mus t be ordered 
in accordance with ever las t ing righteousness, or th is world's 
h ighes t point of good will never be r eached ; t ha t no nat ion can 
expect success in life except as i t conforms to t he eternal love of 

the infinite Lord, and places itself in individual and collective 
act ivi ty according to the Divine will. I t was deeply ingra ined 
in h im tha t r igh teousness was the perfect ion of any m a n and of 
any people. 

" S i m p l i c i t y belonged to him. I need not dwell upon it, and 
I close the s t a t emen t of these qual i t ies by saying , tha t , under-
l y i n g all and overreaching all, and pene t ra t ing all, there was a 
profound loyal ty to God, t he great K i n g of t he universe, t he 
au tho r of all good, t he e ternal hope of all t h a t t r u s t in H i m . 

P A T I E N T A N D T H O R O U G H . 

" A n d now, m a y I say, fu r ther , t ha t i t seemed to me t ha t to 
whatever we m a y a t t r i bu te all t he i l lus t r iousness of this man, 
all the g rea tness of h is achievements ; wha tever of t ha t we may 
a t t r ibute to h is intel lectual charac te r and qua l i ty ; whatever of it 
we m a y a t t r ibute to t he pat ient and tho rough s tudy which he 
gave to t he various ques t ions t h ru s t upon h im for a t tent ion ; for 
al l h is successes as a politician, as a s ta tesman, as a man of th i s 
great country , those successes were l a rge ly due to t he moral 
qual i t ies of which I have spoken. 

" T h e y drew to h im the hea r t s of m a n everywhere, and par-
t icular ly of those who best knew him. T h e y called to h is side 
helpers in every ex igency of h is career, so that , when his f u t u r e 
was at one t ime l ikely to have been imperi led and u t t e r ly ru ined 
by his financial conditions, t h e y who had resources, for the sake 
of he lp ing a man who had in h im such quali t ies, came to h is side 
and put h im on the h i g h road of addit ional and la rger success. 
H i s h igh quali t ies drew to him the good will of h is associates in 
political l ife in an eminen t degree. T h e y believed in h im, felt 
his k indness , confided in h is hones ty and in h is honor. 

" H i s qual i t ies even associated with h im in kindly relations 
those who were political opponents . Fhey made it possible for 
h im to enter tha t land with which he, as one of the soldiers of the 
Union, had been in some sort of war, and to draw closer the tie 
t ha t was to bind all t he par ts in one firmer and indissoluble 
union. T h e y commanded t he confidence of the great body of 



Congress, so tha t tliey l istened to h is p lans and accepted k ind ly 
and hopeful ly and t r u s t f u l l y all h i s declarations. 

" H i s qual i t ies gave h im reputat ion, not in th is laud alone 
but t h r o u g h o u t the world, and made it possible for h im to minis te r 
in the s ty le ill which he has wi thin the las t two or th ree years 
minis tered to the welfare and peace of h u m a n kind. I t was out 
of t he profound dep ths of h is moral and rel igious character t ha t 
came the possibilities of t ha t use fu lness which we are all glad to 
a t t r ibute to h im. 

" A n d will such a mail d ie? Is i t possible t ha t H e who 
created, redeemed, t ransformed, uplif ted, i l lumined such a man 
will permit h i m to fall into oblivion ? T h e ins t inc t s of moral i ty 
are in all good men. T h e divine word of the Scr ip tu re leaves us 
no room for doubt . 11' , said one whom h e t rus ted , ' a m the 
resurrect ion and the life. H e tha t believeth in Me, t h o u g h he 
were dead, yet shal l he live, and whosoever l iveth and believeth 
in Me shal l never die.' 

L O S T O N L Y T O E A R T H . 

" L o s t to us, bu t not to h i s God. Los t f rom ear th , bu t 
entered heaven. Lost from these labors and toils and perils, bu t 
entered into the ever las t ing peace and ever advanc ing progress. 
Blessed be God, who gives us th i s hope in th is hour of calamity 
and enables us to t r i umph , t h r o u g h H i m who ha th redeemed us. 

" I f the re is a personal immor ta l i ty before him, let u s also 
rejoice t ha t there is an immor ta l i ty and memory in the hea r t s of 
a la rge and ever growing people, who, t h r o u g h the ages to come, 
t he generat ions t h a t are ye t to be, will look back upon th is life, 
upon its nobil i ty and pur i ty and service to human i ty , and t h a n k 
God for it. T h e years draw on when his name shal l be counted 
a m o n g t he i l lus t r ious of t he ear th . W i l l i a m of O r a n g e is uot 
dead. Cromwell is not dead. W a s h i n g t o n l ives in the hear t s 
and lives of h is coun t rymen . Lincoln, wi th h is inf ini te sorrow, 
l ives to teach us and lead us on. A n d McKin ley shal l summon 
all s ta tesmen and all h i s coun t rymen to pure r l iving, nobler aims, 
sweeter fa i th and immor ta l blessedness." 

T h e address lasted only a bare quar te r of an hour . A s the 
bishop concluded every one in t he vast ro tunda rose, and the 
choir, i n ton ing t he air, h u n d r e d s of voices jo ined in the g r and 
old h y m n , " N e a r e r , M y God, to T h e e . " 

I t was an affect ing moment . I n the mids t of t he s ing ing 
Admi ra l Robley D. Evans , advanc ing with s i lent tread, placed a 
beau t i fu l b lue floral cross at t h e foot of t he casket . 

T h e las t notes died away softly, and, with upl i f ted hands , 
the benediction was pronounced by Rev. Dr. W. H . Chapman, 
ac t ing pastor of the Metropoli tan Church . T h i s ended t he 
rel igious service. 

T H E C O M P A N Y R E T I R E . 

T h e r e was a pause for a few minu te s while the ushers cleared 
t he aisles and the assemblage began to withdraw. F i r s t to retire 
was Pres ident Roosevelt, and as h e entered so he left , preceded a 
short distance by Majo r McCawley and Capta in Gilmore, with 
Colonel B ingham and Capta in Cowles almost press ing aga ins t 
h im. T h e remainder of t he company ret i red in t he order in 
which t h e y entered, the Cabinet members following the President , 
and af ter t hem going the Diplomatic Corps, the Sup reme Court , 
Senators and Representat ives , officers of the a rmy and navy and 
officials of lesser degree. 

Absolute ly no a t t empt had been made to drape the inter ior of 
t he vast rotunda, and save for the black s t ruc tu re in the centre 
and a smal l organ, and the floral pieces set agains t the walls 
benea th t he e ight historical pa in t ings , the place presented its 
usua l aspect before the services began, and there was l i t t le to 
encourage the hal f dozen pho tograghe r s who were ear ly at the 
Capitol in the i r efforts to perpe tua te the scene at tha t stage. 

T h e catafalque was exceed ing ly s imple in design. A n oblong 
platform, about n i n e by twelve feet, and raised but s ix inches 
above t he floor, suppor ted t he bier, which was t he same plain, 
s t rong s t ruc ture t ha t has been used at the Capitol since Lincoln ' s 
day for s ta te funera ls . New, rich black broadcloth covered it 
completely, as well as t he p la t form and a small read ing s tand, 



and t he on ly s igns of ornamenta t ion about it were the heavy black 
tassels aud the art is t ic drapery of the cloth. T h e catafa lque 
occupied the centre of a circle of pe rhaps forty feet in diameter . 
A t the point was placed a circular row of cane-seated chairs and a 
dozen of such rows sufficed to fill out t he space r ema in ing in t he 
rotunda, except ing the four broad aisles r u n n i n g toward the cardi-
nal points of t he compass. 

T h e floral offerings were m a n y and beau t i fu l in design. Con-
spicuous a m o n g the m a n y pieces was the great whi te shield of 
immortelles, six feet in height , bear ing the inscript ion in purp le 
flowers : " T r i b u t e from the a r m y in the Phi l ipp ines , " above the 
E i g h t h A r m y Corps ins ignia , in red and blue. 

O F F E R I N G O F W H I T E R O S E S . 

A s m a n y whi te roses as were the yea r s of t he dead Pres ident 
was t he offering of Colonel B ingham and t he W h i t e House em-
ployes. A beaut i fu l s imple wreath of laure l came f rom the 
Nine teen th W a r d Republ ican Commit tee of St. Louis. A splen-
did sheaf of palms, wi th broad pu rp l e white ribbons, and sur-
rounded by a laure l sheath , came f rom the s is ter Republ ic of 
Gua temala . 

T h e Chinese res idents of Ph i lade lph ia sent a tal l white shaf t 
of flowers, with a purp le ribbon bear ing the words : " O u r f r iend 
at res t ," and some qua in t Chinese characters in gold. A beaut i fu l 
wreath of purp le orchids, filled in the centre with spreading 
palms, bore on a silver plate th i s inscription : " T o the memory 
of Wi l l i am McKinley , Pres ident of t he Uni ted States, whose 
noble character and Republ ican vi r tues will leave behind an ever-
l a s t ing trace in t he his tory of the Amer ican world. Ju l io A. 
Roca, Pres ident of the Argen t ine Republ ic . " 

Lil ies of t he valley and oak leaves, wrough t into a wreath, 
represented H a y t i ' s gif t , and crossed palms, with a card bear ing 
t he one word, " S y m p a t h y , " came f rom Mrs. J o h n Addison 
Porter . 

T h e Richmond City Council sent a magnif icent t r ibute in 
t he shape of a m a m m o t h wreath of red roses and ivy leaves, t ied 

with the nat ional colors. L i g h t Bat tery A, Phi ladelphia ar t i l lery, 
also sent a green wreath, embedded with orchids, and the Loyal 
Legion remembered " Companion Wi l l i am McKinley " t h r o u g h a 
vas t wreath of lilies and roses. Columbia ' s t r ibu te came t h r o u g h 
Minis ter Silva, in the shape of a grea t c lus ter of pa lm and purp le 
immortel les , and near ly every inch of wall space carried l ike 
offerings. One of the most effective of these was t he wreath of 
palms and orchids from Mrs . Gar re t A. Hobar t , herself not long 
since bereaved. 

T h e open ing of the doors of t he ro tunda of t he Capitol, in 
order to permit an inspection of the remains of Pres ident McKin-
ley, caused a r u s h of t he vas t t h r o n g that[had been congregated on 
t he east side of the bu i ld ing since early morn ing . T h e resu l t 
was t ha t m a n y women and chi ldren were badly hur t . T h e crowd 
brushed by the police cordon, stationed a t the foot of the steps, as 
if it had been chaff. A terr ible congestion on the Capitol steps 
and at the ent rance door followed. 

G R E A T P R E S S U R E F R O M T H E C R O W D . 

At the la t te r point the re was such e x t r e m e pressure tha t 
number s of women fainted. M a n y who t h u s became helpless 
were l i f ted u p bodily and carried out over the heads of t he crowd, 
whi le others, less for tunate , were t rampled under foot and seri-
ously bruised. Of the lat ter , twelve or fifteen were taken into 
t he Capitol. T h e room immedia te ly under the ro tunda , where the 
Pres ident ' s remains lay in calm and peaceful repose, was a tem-
porary hospital , filled with sc reaming women, l y i n g prone upon 
improvised couches. 

One of them had a broken a rm and another had suffered 
in te rna l in jur ies , which caused excruc ia t ing pain. T h e office of 
the Capta in of Police also was used to accommodate t he in j ured, 
as were several other places about the bui ld ing. I t is est imated 
t ha t no fewer t h a n fifty women and children were in j ured to some 
extent , bu t most of them were able to go to their homes. A few 
were t aken to the E m e r g e n c y Hospi ta l . 

A s soon as t he ro tunda was cleared of those who had been 



invited to a t tend the rel igious services, the bier was prepared for 
the inspection of t he genera l public. T h e floral offerings which 
covered the coffin were put aside and the lid was lifted from the 
head of the coffin, Some t ime was required to pu t t h i n g s ent i re ly 
in order, and it was half-past twelve before the throng, which had 
been wait ing from early morn ing on the outside, was admit ted. 

A s the coffin rested upon the catafalque i t was j u s t about 
h i g h enough to permi t of easy inspection by adults . T h e crowd 
entered t h r o u g h the east ma in door of the Capitol and passed out 
t h r o u g h the west exit. T h e people came in double file, one l ine 
pass ing to the right and the o ther to the lef t of the casket. O n l y 
a hur r ied g lance was permit ted to a n y one, as i t was announced 
t ha t the ceremony would close p rompt ly at 6.30 o'clock. When-
ever the re was an a t t empt to l inger , especially over the casket, as 
there was in m a n y ins tances , the person m a k i n g it was admon-
ished by the Capitol police to " pass on." 

H U R R I E D P A S T T H E C A S K E T . 

W h e n they sti l l remained they were pushed along. I n th is 
way about 130 people were enabled to review the r emains every 
minute . T h e pressure from the outside was terrific. Many 
women and chi ldren fainted, and others were more or less hu r t . 
T h e crowd consisted of men, women and children, and all colors 
and ages were represented. Many children were carried t h rough 
the bu i ld ing in t h e a rms of their parents . As the body of the 
dead President lay in state it was guarded by representat ives of 
all b ranches of the nat ion 's mar t ia l service, unde r t he command 
of Genera l W . F. Randolph , Chief of Art i l lery. Direct ly a t the 
head of the casket stood a marine, who faced another at the foot. 

On each side of these two sent inels the crowd passed. On 
ei ther side of t he mar ine at the head stood an ar t i l le ryman, while 
the mar ine at t he foot of t h e ' c a s k e t was flanked by seamen. 
Other ar t i l le rymen, seamen and mar ines formed a lane through 
which t he people passed. Back of them on ei ther side was a l ine 
of floral pieces. T h e r e were over a hundred of these. T h e whole 
scene was photographed scores of t imes. Apparen t ly t he t h rong 

was in an apprehensive state of mind, for every t ime a flashlight 
picture was taken pi teous screams were heard from the people 
about the entrance. 

Wash ing ton , Sept . 17.—Ex-President Grover Cleveland, 
accompanied by Vice President Lamont , of the Nor the rn Pacific 
Railroad, Mr. Cleveland 's Secre ta ry of War , arrived in W a s h -
ington to-day to part icipate in the obsequies of t he late President . 
T h e y reached here at 4.05 o'clock th is m o r n i n g in Mr. L a m o n t ' s 
pr ivate car " Yellowstone," which Mr. Cleveland boarded at 
Princeton Junc t ion las t n igh t . T h e two arose shor t ly af ter 7 
o'clock, and breakfas ted on t he car. Mr. Cleveland refused to see 
callers, and to a newspaper man, who sought an interview, he sent 
word t ha t he had no th ing to say. 

T H E Y R E P O R T T O T H E P R E S I D E N T . 

General J o h n M.Wilson, retired, former ly chief of engineers , 
and Rea r Admira l Robley D. Evans , of the navy, who had been 
designated to take charge of t he ex-President , arrived at t he 
stat ion shor t ly before 8 o'clock, and immedia te ly reported to the 
former President . T h e la t t e r was s i t t ing in the observation par t 
of t he car, smok ing and awai t ing the party. H e wore a Pr ince 
Alber t sui t , with s i lk hat , and carried h is gloves in h is hands . 
H e chat ted for a few minu te s with General Wi l son over the 
a r rangements , express ing h i s earnes t desire to part icipate in them, 
and then t he pa r ty made the i r way down the long pla t form and 
out on the street. T h e r e was a crowd in t he depot, and most of 
them recognized h im ins tan t ly and sa lu ted him. A pa th had to 
be made for h im t h r o u g h the wai t ing room. T h e par ty were 
driven first to Admira l Evans ' home, and then to the W h i t e 
House, where they arrived shor t ly before the t ime the cortege was 
scheduled to move. 

In foreign countr ies there were u n u s u a l demonst ra t ions of 
sorrow. T h e Bank of E n g l a n d exhibi ted for s igna tu re a mem-
orial of t he " Bankers , Merchants and T r a d e r s of the City of 
London," express ing sorrow at Pres ident McKin ley ' s death,which 
Mr. Choate, the Uni ted S ta tes Ambassador, was asked to forward 



to the people of the Uni ted S ta tes and Mrs. McKin ley . T h e 
Rothschi lds , the Barings, the South Afr ican Char tered Company 
and all the greates t financial houses s igned the memorial . 

Colonel Si r Wi l l i am J a m e s Colville, the K i n g ' s Mas te r of 
Ceremonies, called on Mr. Choate and placed his services at t he 
Ambassador ' s disposal in connection with the reception of t he 
Diplomatic Corps at W e s t m i n s t e r Abbey, T h u r s d a y , on the 
occasion of the memorial service in honor of the late Pres ident of 
the Uni ted States. 

T h e Cotton E x c h a n g e and the Corn E x c h a n g e were ordered 
to be closed on T h u r s d a y , the day of t he in t e rmen t of t he remains 
of t he late Pres ident McKin ley T h e P ig I ron E x c h a n g e of 
Glasgow, was ordered to be closed T h u r s d a y , when t he remains 
of Pres ident McKin ley were interred at Canton, O. 

M O U R N I N G I N P A R I S . 

By invi tat ion of General Horace Porter, t he Uni ted S ta tes 
Ambassador at Paris, the resident and t rave l ing Amer icans met 
at h is residence to adopt resolutions on the assassinat ion of Presi-
dent McKinley . T h e a t tendance was numerous , inc lud ing m a n y 
ladies dressed in mourn ing . General Por ter who had completely 
recovered from his indisposition, presided at the meet ing. Senator 
Lodge, Secretary V i g n a u d and Consul General Gowdy were the 
Vice Presidents . General Porter , in feel ing terms, announced 
the purpose of t he meet ing . Senator Lodge, in moving the adop-
tion of t he resolutions, e loquent ly out l ined the career of t he late 
Pres ident and his adminis t ra t ion. T h e Senator a l luded in grate-
ful t e rms to the touch ing manifes ta t ion of s y m p a t h y shown by the 
people of Pa r i s and F r a n c e at the sorrow of the American 
Republ ic . 

T h e following resolution was voted : " Wi l l i am McKinley , 
' ' r e s iden t of the Uni ted States , is dead. H e was an eminent 
s ta tesman, soldier and patriot, a grea t Chief Magistrate , whose 
adminis t ra t ion will s tand out as one of the most eventful and 
i l lustr ious in American history. H e has fallen at t he zenith of 
his fame, in the he igh t of a great career, by the hand of an 

assassin. T h e enormi ty of the wanton crime, measured by t he 
grievous loss, has b rough t sorrow to the Republ ic and all her 
citizens. 

" We, Americans , now in Paris, desire to make a public record 
of the feel ing which at th i s hour of grief we sha re with all our 
count rymen. W i t h them we uni te in profound sorrow for the 
un t imely death of Pres ident McKin ley , as well as in admirat ion 
of his character as a m a n and his g rea t public services, which have 
b rough t so much honor to the Republ ic . 

" W e wish to declare our u t te r abhorrence of the foul crime, 
to which President McKin ley fell a victim and of the teachings 
which produced it. 

" T o he r to whom the Pres ident gave a l i felong devotion, as 
pure as it was beautiful , we offer our deepest, hear t fe l t sym-
pathy . 

T H E I R G E N E R O U S C O N F I D E N C E . 

" T o Pres ident Roosevelt, called so suddenly and unde r such 
sad conditions to the Presidency, we presen t our sincere and 
respectful sympa thy , and would also express our generous confi-
dence in the hope and belief t ha t h is adminis t ra t ion will redound 
to h is own honor and to the general welfare of our country. 

" W e are profoundly gra te fu l to the Pres ident and people of 
our sister Republ ic for the i r qu ick s y m p a t h y and touch ing expres-
sions of condolence at th is moment of grea t nat ional sorrow of the 
United States ." 

Ea r l i e r in the af ternoon t he members of the American Cham-
ber of Commerce met and passed appropria te resolutions. Presi-
dent Kimbel , Consul General Gowdy and Mr. Sel igman, t he 
banker , spoke with much feeling. T h e resolut ions adopted were 
cabled to the Secre tar j ' of S ta te at Wash ing ton . 

A t r ibu te from Wi l l i am J . B ryan to t he dead Pres ident was 
given to t he Associated Press. Q u o t i n g the words of Major Mc-
Kinley, " G o d ' s will, not ours, be done," Mr. Bryan recalled the 
pathet ic scenes at the deathbed, and continued : 

" T h e terrible deed a t Buffalo, rude ly b reak ing the ties of 
family and f r iendsh ip and ho r r i fy ing every patriotic citizen, 



to the people of the United States and Mrs. McKinley. The 
Rothschilds, the Barings, the South African Chartered Company 
and all the greatest financial houses signed the memorial. 

Colonel Sir William James Colville, the King's Master of 
Ceremonies, called on Mr. Choate and placed his services at the 
Ambassador's disposal in connection with the reception of the 
Diplomatic Corps at Westminster Abbey, Thursday, on the 
occasion of the memorial service in honor of the late President of 
the United States. 

The Cotton Exchange and the Corn Exchange were ordered 
to be closed on Thursday, the day of the interment of the remains 
of the late President McKinley The Pig Iron Exchange of 
Glasgow, was ordered to be closed Thursday, when the remains 
of President McKinley were interred at Canton, O. 

M O U R N I N G I N P A R I S . 

By invitation of General Horace Porter, the United States 
Ambassador at Paris, the resident and traveling Americans met 
at his residence to adopt resolutions on the assassination of Presi-
dent McKinley. The attendance was numerous, including many 
ladies dressed in mourning. General Porter who had completely 
recovered from his indisposition, presided at the meeting. Senator 
Lodge, Secretary Vignaud and Consul General Gowdy were the 
Vice Presidents. General Porter, in feeling terms, announced 
the purpose of the meeting. Senator Lodge, in moving the adop-
tion of the resolutions, eloquently outlined the career of the late 
President and his administration. The Senator alluded in grate-
ful terms to the touching manifestation of sympathy shown by the 
people of Paris and France at the sorrow of the American 
Republic. 

The following resolution was voted : " William McKinley, 
''resident of the United States, is dead. He was an eminent 
statesman, soldier and patriot, a great Chief Magistrate, whose 
administration will stand out as one of the most eventful and 
illustrious in American history. He has fallen at the zenith of 
his fame, in the height of a great career, by the hand of an 

assassin. The enormity of the wanton crime, measured by the 
grievous loss, has brought sorrow to the Republic and all her 
citizens. 

" We, Americans, now in Paris, desire to make a public record 
of the feeling which at this hour of grief we share with all our 
countrymen. With them we unite in profound sorrow for the 
untimely death of President McKinley, as well as in admiration 
of his character as a man and his great public services, which have 
brought so much honor to the Republic. 

" We wish to declare our utter abhorrence of the foul crime, 
to which President McKinley fell a victim and of the teachings 
which produced it. 

" To her to whom the President gave a lifelong devotion, as 
pure as it was beautiful, we offer our deepest, heartfelt sym-
pathy. 

T H E I R G E N E R O U S C O N F I D E N C E . 

" To President Roosevelt, called so suddenly and under such 
sad conditions to the Presidency, we present our sincere and 
respectful sympathy, and would also express our generous confi-
dence in the hope and belief that his administration will redound 
to his own honor and to the general welfare of our country. 

" We are profoundly grateful to the President and people of 
our sister Republic for their quick sympathy and touching expres-
sions of condolence at this moment of great national sorrow of the 
United States." 

Earlier in the afternoon the members of the American Cham-
ber of Commerce met and passed appropriate resolutions. Presi-
dent Kimbel, Consul General Gowdy and Mr. Seligman, the 
banker, spoke with much feeling. The resolutions adopted were 
cabled to the Secretarj' of State at Washington. 

A tribute from William J. Bryan to the dead President was 
given to the Associated Press. Quoting the words of Major Mc-
Kinley, "God's will, not ours, be done," Mr. Bryan recalled the 
pathetic scenes at the deathbed, and continued : 

" The terrible deed at Buffalo, rudely breaking the ties of 
family and friendship and horrifying every patriotic citizen, 



crowns a most extraordinary life with a halo that cannot but exalt 
its victim's place in history, while his bravery during the trying 
ordeal, his forgiving spirit and his fortitude in the final hours give 
glimpses of his inner life which nothing less tragic could have 
revealed. 

" But inexpressibly sad as is the death of McKinley, the 
illustrious citizen, it is the damnable murder of McKinley, the 
President, that melts 75,000,000 hearts into one and brings hush 
to the farm, the factory and the forum. The death, even when 
produced by natural causes, of a public servant charged with the 
tremendous responsibilities which press upon a President shocks 
the entire country, and is infinitely multiplied when the circum-
stances attending constitute an attack upon the Government itself. 
No one can estimate the far-reaching effect of such an act as that 
which now casts a gloom over our land. It shames America in 
the eyes of the world, it impairs her moral prestige and gives 
enemies of free government a chance to mock at her, and it excites 
an indignation which, while righteous in itself, may lead to acts 
which will partake of the spirit of lawlessness. 

M U S T A V E N G E T H E O U T R A G E . 

" As the President's death overwhelms all in a common sor-
row, so it imposes a common responsibility, namely : To so avenge 
the wrong done to the President, his family and the country as to 
make the Executive life secure without abridgement of freedom 
of speech or freedom of the press." 

King Edward, King Christian, Queen Alexandra and the 
Empress Dowager of Russia, surrounded by the princes and 
princesses of their families, personally expressed in special audi-
ence granted to the United States Minister, Mr. Swenson, their 
deep sympathy and indignation at the death of Mr. McKinley. 

King Edward's closing words to Mr. Swenson were the fol-
lowing : " Convey my heartfelt sympathy for the loss of so grand 
a man to so great a nation, a man who was so good a friend to 
Great Britain." 

A tribute, entitled " William McKinley—An Appreciation," 

written by Secretary John D. Long, was given prominence in a 
Boston journal. In part it said : 

" President McKinley, of blessed life, is now, and more and 
more as time goes on, will be of blessed memory. The asperi-
ties which afflict a public servant during his official career will 
quickly be forgotten, and the calm, just verdict of history will 
pronounce him a man of ideally pure, true character, a patriot of 
single and disinterested devotion to his country, and a statesman 
unexcelled for tact, prudence and practical competency. His 
domestic life is one of the precious sanctities of American senti-
ment. 

"As an Executive, his administration has been a series of 
remarkable achievements. It has been attended by great mili-
tary successes, by an abounding prosperity. 

" It has put out the last embers of sectional bitterness. It 
has been marked by appointments of high character and especial 
fitness to places of great trust. The tone of the public official, 
the efficiency of the civil service, the integrity and fidelity of all 
departments and branches of the executive government were 
never so high as to-day. 

" President McKinley leaves an unblemished record in public 
and private life. And a record not merely free from blemish, but 
bright with good deeds done, with great services rendered." 



Last Funeral Rites at Canton—Imposing Demonstrations— 
Scenes at the Church—President Roosevelt and Other 
Distinguished Mourners. 

WITH the going down of the sun, on September 19th, the 
body of William McKinley, late President of the United 

States, was committed to the tomb, in the presence of his suc-
cessor in office, the chiefs of all departments of the Government, 
and a vast multitude of people, who filled the cemetery and stood 
silently and with bared heads while the last words were spoken 
and the last honors were paid the martyred Chief Magistrate. 

The last scene of all closed with the booming of minute 
guns, varied by the quick, sharp report of the nineteen guns pre-
scribed to salute the President, the touching music of the favorite 
hymn of the deceased, and finally by the bugle notes, reverberat-
ing over the hills, as they sounded "taps"—the soldier's good-
night. All was ended. The troops, who had marched to the 
tomb slowly, solemnly, with mournful music and drooping colors, 
were moved into column while the smoke of the guns still hung 
among the foliage like incense, and the bugle notes echoed and 
re-echoed across the fertile valley of the Nimisilla, as if reluctant 
to depart. 

The words of command rang out in strange contrast with the 
suppressed tones that had so shortly directed the funeral move-
ment, the bands struck up lively airs, the homeward march began 
with quick step and swinging gait, the iron jaws of the vault were 
closed with a snap, and William McKinley was alone with the 
military watchers who will guard his remains for an indefinite 
period, and until a permanent resting place is selected. The sun 
sank below the horizon, and the shades of night were creeping 
over the last scene in the tragedy that formed the climax of the 
late President's life before the last of the funeral procession left 
the gates of the cemetery behind. 
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The day opened with lowering clouds that threatened to 
envelope the closing scene with a pall and deluge the vast multi-
tude of sorrowing spectators. Fortunately, as the sun gained 
ascension the clouds were dissipated ; the atmosphere, which had 
been damp and penetrating, became bright and cheering, bringing 
assurances of the best meteorological conditions and furnishing 
cause for popular rejoicing and thanksgiving. 

All through the night and early morning, trains, loaded with 
pilgrims to Canton, rumbled into the stations. Before the morn-
ing was far advanced, the streets were packed with people of both 
sexes, all sizes and conditions, who moved in solid mass about the 
City Hall, passed in orderly procession through the vault-like 
chamber, with its mournful drapery and its oppressive funeral 
light, where the remains reposed instate and were exposed to 
view for the last time. 

I N T H E L I T T L E F R O N T P A R L O R . 

The McKinley residence divided with the City Hall the 
popular interest. The precious casket rested in the little front 
parlor, and, while none was admitted, all could pass in silence 
and gaze upon the house that held it, surrounded by armed men, 
whose measured step was the only sound that disturbed the pre-
vailing quiet. Crossed palms, held by black and white ribbons, 
and fastened against the wall on the right of the door, were the 
only outward evidence of the deep grief that overwhelmed the 
household, and which weighed upon the bereaved widow of 
William McKinley. 

The procession was behind the time appointed in starting, 
the delay arising from the numerous organizations and large 
numbers of those who composed them. The escort was made up 
of the entire force of the State Guards, many commandries of 
Knights Templar, Masonic lodges and posts of the Grand Army, 
of which organizations the deceased was a member ; survivors of 
his old regiment, organizations from every section of Ohio, aud 
delegations from other States, including their Governors. 

The immediate family, together with the United States 



officials in attendance, the President, the Cabinet, the general 
officers of the army, headed by the Lieutenant-General, who 
reached Canton in the evening ; the Rear Admirals of the navy 
the soldiers and sailors who have faithfully guarded and borne 
the remains from place to place since leaving Buffalo; Senators 
of the United States and Representatives-elect, formed and fol-
lowed m the same regulation order that was observed in the 
procession at Washington. The march was direct to the church 
in which the services were held. 

The building was filled to its utmost capacity, and sur-
rounded on the outside by a vast multitude, which was held back 
by the military escort, formed in line to await the closing of the 
religious exercises and to make the last march to the cemetery 
with all the pomp and ceremony befitting the occasion. Mrs 
McKmley did not go to the church. She was desirous of follow-
ing her beloved to the end, but was finally prevailed upon to 
remain at home by her relatives and her physician. 

P R O C E S S I O N R E A C H E S T H E C H U R C H . 

President Roosevelt and the members of the family were in 
position directly in front of the hearse as the representatives of a 
stricken nation and mourning people. The funeral procession 
reached the church about two o'clock. The doors were kept 
closed against general admission until the casket was in place 
and the relatives and official attendants were seated. The platform 
from which the regular church services are conducted was 
extended in order to accommodate the large number of clergymen 
of all denominations who requested the privilege of being ¿resent 
during the services. 

More than one hundred clergymen were thus accommodated 
and formed a fitting background for the many floral contributions 
banked m front, and the sombre hangings that covered the walls 
and hung m festoons that were looped with broad white ribbons 
from the pillars and the great organ. The army and navy officers 
constituting the special guard of honor, occupied the two front 
pews on the right and left of the main aisle. The President at 

the head of the second pew on the right, the members of the 
Cabinet sitting with him and about him according to their rank 
in the order of succession to the Presidency as established by 
Congress to meet a possible, but happily, it is hoped, a remote 
contingency. 

The services occupied nearly an hour and a half, and were 
in every sense appropriate, their simplicity adding to their 
impressiveness. The music was by a quartette, two male and 
two female voices. There was no organ accompaniment to con-
ceal the sweetness and tenderness of the voices, which filled the 
edifice, floating harmoniously across the groined ceiling and out 
to the auditorium and gallery of an annex to the main building, 
and which is so constructed that it can be made part of it, as was 
the case at the funeral. 

A B E A U T I F U L E U L O G Y . 

The delivery of the eulogy by Rev. Dr. Manchester, pastor, 
friend and neighbor of the late President, occupied thirty-five 
minutes, and was a most touching and beautiful tribute to the 
public services and personal worth of the deceased. The services 
closed with singing "Nearer, my*God, to Thee," by the quartette. 
When the benediction was pronounced the organ began in mur-
muring tones Chopin's funeral march, which swelled into a 
volume of melody as the congregation slowly moved from the 
church after the removal of the casket. 

Upou emerging from the church the remains were again 
received by the troops with the prescribed honors, the column of 
march was resumed and passing between two lines of solid 
humanity that stretched from the church to West Lawn Cemetery, 
every constituent unit of which stood reverently and mournfully 
as the cortege passed, they were borne to the tomb. 

The following additional account of an eye-witness affords a 
graphic picture of the solemn scene : 

" As the time approached for bearing the body of the dead 
President from the McKinley home to the church the little 
cottage on North Market street was the centre of a vast con-



course of people. Regiment after regiment of soldiers, acting as 
guards, were in triple lines from curbs back to tlie lawns. The 
walks had been cleared, and the multitude took refuge on the 
great sweep of lawns, where they formed a solid mass of human-
ity, surging forward to the lines of soldiers. In front of the 
McKinley cottage were drawn up the two rigid files of body 
bearers—eight sailors of the navy and eight soldiers of the army— 
awaiting the order to go within and take up the casket. 

"Just at i o'clock the black chargers of the Cleveland Troop 
swept down the street, their riders four abreast, in their brilliant 
Hussar uniforms, with flags bound in crepe, and every saber hilt 
bearing its fluttering emblem of mourning. Their coming was 
the signal for the approach of President Roosevelt and the mem-
bers of the Cabinet. The Presidential party moved up the walk 
to the entrance of the house and formed in a group to the left. 
The President's face looked very grave, and he stood there 
silently, with uncovered head, awaiting the body of the dead 
chieftain. 

M E M B E R S O F T H E C A B I N E T . 

" Beside him stood Secretary Gage, Secretary Root, Secretary 
Wilson and Secretary Hitchcock, and just across Attorney General 
Knox, Postmaster General Smith, Assistant Secretary of State 
Hill, representing Secretary Hay, and Secretary Cortelyou. 
Extending further down the walk was the guard of honor, the 
ranking Generals of the army on the right and the chief figures 
of the navy on the left. 

" Lieutenant-General Miles, in the full uniform of his high 
rank, with sword at side and band of crepe-about his arm, 
stood alongside the members of the Cabinet, and with him were 
Major-General Brooke, Major-General Otis, Major-General Mac-
Arthur and Brigadier-General Gillespie. Across from them were 
ranged Rear-Admiral Farquhar, representing Admiral Dewej', 
ranking head of the navy ; Rear-Admiral Crowninshield, Rear-
Adrairal O'Neil, Rear-Admiral Kenney and Brigadier-General 
Heywood, the latter Commander-in-Chief of the Marine Corps. 

Just inside the gate stood the civilian Honorary Court, in double 
line, including Governor Nash, of Ohio ; Governor Caldwell, 
Judge Williams, of the Ohio Supreme Court ; Henry B. Mac-
Farland, President of the Commissioners of the District of 
Columbia ; Mayor Diehl, of Buffalo ; Judge Day, the lifelong 
friend of the President; Mr. Milburn, at whose house he died, 
and others in civil life near and dear to the dead chief. i 

" As the Presidential party came up, the black chargers off 
Troop A swung into battalion front facing the house, and the 
long line of flashing sabres advanced to salute. 

" Now the deep-toned wail of the church bells began, and 
every steeple in Canton gave forth its dolorous plaint. It was 
1.15 o'clock, and the time had come for taking up the body. A 
brief private service had been held within the darkened chamber, 
Dr. Manchester saying a prayer while the relatives gathered 
around, and Mrs. McKinley listened from the half open door of 
her adjoining room. The double file of body-bearers now stepped 
into the room, and, raising their flag-wrapped casket to their 
shoulders, bore it through the open entrance. 

M A J E S T I C I N I T S S I L E N C E . 

" A solemn hush fell upon the multitude as the bearers 
advanced with measured tread. Not a bugle blast went up ; not 
a strain of the hymns the dead ruler had loved so well. The 
scene was majestic in its silence. As the casket was borne along, 
above the line of heads could be seen enfolding Stars and Stripes, 
and on top great masses of white roses and delicate lavender 
orchids. Tenderly the coffin was committed to the hearse, and 
the silence was broken as the order to march passed from officer 
to officer. 

" The great procession now took up its mournful journey, 
passing under the sweep of giant arches robed in black, between 
two living tides of humanity massed along the streets, covering 
housetops and filling windows. The church bells still were 
tolling, mingling their dismal tones with the cadence of the 
funeral dirge. Preceding the funeral car and forming the first 
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division rode General Torrance, National Commander, G. A. R., 
with a long line of grizzled veterans. 

" After them moved the National Guard of the State of Ohio, 
platoon after platoon, under command of General Charles A. 
Dick. Then came the solemn funeral cortege, the late Presi-
dent's favorite command, Troop A, riding ahead. At the head 
of each of the coal black horses drawing the hearse marched a 
soldier. The heads of the horses bore tall, black plumes, and 
over them were thrown long palls of black. 

M I L I T A R Y A N D N A V A L G U A R D S . 

" At either side of the hearse marched the guard of military 
and naval honor, the generals on the right, led by General Miles, 
and the admirals on the left, led by Admiral Farquhar. Then 
came the long line of carriages for the relatives and friends, and 
after them the innumerable military and civic organizations that 
had assembled to pay this last honor to the fallen chief. In the 
line were division after division of Knights Templar, Knights of 
Pythias, Free Masons, Odd Fellows and representatives of benefi-
cial orders, chambers of commerce, as well as delegations of citi-
zens from cities and towns throughout the State and country. 

" I t was 1.50 o'clock when the procession passed the Court 
House and turned into Tuscarawas street to the stately stone 
edifice where the funeral service was to be held. At the church 
entrance were drawn up deep files of soldiers, with bayonets 
advanced, keeping a clear area for the advancing casket and the 
long train of mourners. The hearse halted, while President 
Roosevelt and members of the Cabinet alighted. Again they 
grouped themselves at either side of the entrance, and, with 
uncovered heads, awaited the passing of the casket. Then the 
flower covered coffin was brought from the hearse, and, as it 
passed within the black draped entrance, the President and his 
Cabinet followed within the edfice. The mourners, too, passed 
inside of the edifice, but the stricken widow was not among them. 
She had remained behind in the old home, alone with her grief." 

The sceue within the church when the casket was carried in 

on the brawny shoulders of the soldiers and sailors was profoundly 
impressive. A black border, twenty feet high, relieved at intervals 
by narrow white bands, falling to the floor, swept completely 
around the interior. Only the gilt organ pipes, back of the pulpit, 
rose above it. The vestibules on either side of the chancel lead-
ing into the church were black tunnels, the stained glass win-
dows on either side were framed in black and the balcony of 
the Sunday-school to the rear, thrown open into the church 
by large sliding doors, was shrouded in the same sombre 
colors. 

Graceful black streamers festooned along the arches of the 
nave formed a black canopy above the chancel. From this directly, 
above the low flag-covered catafalque, on which the casket was to 
rest, hung a beautiful silk banner, its blood-red and snow-white 
folds tied midway with a baud of crepe. 

F L O R A L B E A U T I E S . 

But it was the floral display at the front of the church which 
filled the whole edifice with glory. The centre of it all was a 
great wreath of American Beauties, framing a black-bordered por-
trait of President McKiuley. From it, extending outward and 
upward, was a perfect wealth of gorgeous blossoms. The effect 
was as if a great rushing wave of color had broken into flowers at 
the foot of the bier. They extended up even to the organ pipes, 
against which lay four wreaths, three broken as if to represent 
the quarters of the moon. It was exquisite. Words melt away 
powerless before the tender beauty. 

Purple and green were the dominant notes—orchids, violets, 
palms and evergreens against the sombre background. There 
were many handsome pieces. Against the walls on either side 
were floral flags, and upon the pulpit rested an urn in white car-
nations, broken at the base to represent the water flowing from it. 
At either side of this urn were the cross of the Knights Templar 
and the crown of the Knights of Pythias, while to the east was the 
square and compass of Masonry. 

Almost directly above the support for the coffin a sunburst 



of lights glittered like brilliant stars in a black sky. The light 
from without came dimly through the stained glass windows. 

Under the quivering folds of the starry banner, with the 
lights shedding their effulgence from above, the fragrance of the 
flowers hovering all about, and the music of Beethoven's Grand 
Funeral March pulsiug from the organ, the body bearers gently 
lowered the flag-draped and flower-adorned coffin to its support, 
'.'lie members of the Loyal Legion, Governor Nash, Governor 
McMillin, of Tennessee, and Governor Longino, of Mississipi, 
each with his full uniformed staff, had already entered the church 
from the west entrance, and had filled up the most westerly of 

'the sections of pews. 

M E M B E R S O F T H E S E N A T E A N D H O U S E . 

The members of the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives had preceded the coffin through the door at the side 
of the chancel through which it entered. They were ushered 
in as at all State ceremonies by the Sergeant-at-Arms of 
each body. Senators Allison, of Iowa, and Bate, of Tennessee, 
headed the Senatorial representation, of which there were about 
forty, and Speaker Henderson and Representative Dalzell that of 
the House, of which more than half of the membership must 
have been present. 

The Congressional party filled up the entire east section of 
pews and the rear half of the two central sections. The local 
clergymen occupied the seats below the organ, usually occupied 
by the choir. All had risen as the coffin was borne in. 

The generals and admirals of the army and navy, who com-
prised the guard of honor, in their resplendent uniforms, followed 
the body and occupied the first pew 011 either side of the centre 
aisle. President Roosevelt and the Cabinet came slowly after. 
All were in black and wore black gloves. The President took his 
place immediately behind Lieutenaut-General Miles, next the 
centre aisle in the second pew to the eastward. So close was he 
to the coffin he could almost have leaned over and touched it. 
The four'.h pew frc:u the front, that always occupied by President 

McKinley, was draped in black, and remained vacant. After 
these had been seated, the door leading into the Sunday-school 
was opened, and the seats arranged ^elow, as well as those in the 
balcony, were soon filled with the representatives of various 
organizations and the fellow townsmen of the martyred President. 
Conspicuous among these were the survivors of the Twenty-
third Ohio, President McKinley's old regiment, who brought into 
the church the tattered battle flags the regiment had carried 
throughout the Civil War. 

It was after 2 o'clock when the quartette arose and lifted up 
their voices with the touching words of " Beautiful Isle of Some-
where." When the sound of the last line had died away, Rev. 
O. B. Milligan, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, in which 
President and Mrs. McKinley were married thirty years ago, 
offered a fervent prayer. Every head within the church bent in 
solemn reverence as the invocation went up. 

P A S S A G E S F R O M T H E B I B L E . 

Dr. John A. Hall, pastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church, 
then read from the Bible the beautiful 19th Psalm, and Rev. E. P. 
Herburck verses 41 to 58 of the twenty-fifth chapter of 1 Cor-
inthians. With great feeling he read the inspiring words telling 
of the mystery that all would not sleep, but all be changed. 

The quartette then sang Cardinal Newman's grand hymn, 
the beautiful words floating through all the church, 

" Lead, kindly light, amid the encircling gloom." 
Dr. C. E. Manchester then delivered an address, which lasted 

twenty-four minutes, on the life of the late President and the 
lessons taught by his noble character and death. 

Bishop I. W. Joyce, of Minneapolis, followed with a brief 
prayer, and the services were concluded with the singing of the 
hymn which President McKinley repeated on his deathbed, 
44 Nearer, My God, to Thee ; Nearer to Thee." The entire con-
gregation arose and joined in the last stanza. Father Valtman, 
of Chicago, chaplain of the Twenty-ninth Infantry, pronounced 
the benediction. Then the notes of the organ again arose. The 



coffin was taken up and borne from the church. The relatives 
and those in official life, went out in the order they had entered. 

It was shortly after three o'clock when the silent and anxious 
throngs outside the church saw the solemn pageant reappear 
through the church doors. First came the guard of military 
and naval honor, the generals and admirals, forming in double 
line leading from the entrance to the waiting hearse. Again the 
flag-draped casket with its wealth of flowers, appeared, and was 
committed to the hearse. The President and members of the 
Cabinet followed, arm in arm, and stepped into the waiting car-
riages. The relatives entered carriages next. Then the squad-
ron of troopers broke from their battalion front and, wheeling 
into platoons, took up the march to the grave. 

S O R R O W F U L F A C E S E V E R Y W H E R E . 

In the long line of carriages were United States Senators and 
members of the House of Representatives from every section of 
the country, Justices of the United States Supreme Court, the 
ranking heads of the army and navy, governors of States and 
mayors of cities, and the dead President's fellow townsmen. Out 
Tuscarawas street the long procession moved through a section of 
the city where the sound of the dirge had not before been heard. 
But it presented the same sorrow-stricken aspect that had been 
observed in the heart of the city. Funeral arches spanned the 
street, some of them, it is understood, having been erected by 
school children. The houses were hung with black and even the 
stately elms along the way had their trunks enshrouded in black 
and white drapery. . 

Rev. O. B. Milligan, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Canton, delivered the invocation, which was as follows : 

" O God, our God, our nation's God, Thou God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of Mercies and God of all 
comfort we have entered the courts of Thy house to-day with 
bowed and burdened hearts. In Thy inscrutable providence Thou 
hast permitted this great calamity to come upon us. Truly 'Thy 
ways are in the deep, and Thy paths in the mighty waters.' We 

bow ill meekness before this exhibition of Thy sovereignty, and 
own Thy right to do as Thou wilt iu the armies of heaven and 
amongst the sons of men. But blessed be Thy name; Thy 
sovereignty over us is the sovereignty of love. 

"Thou art our Father, and 'like as a father pitieth his 
children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear him.' Thou hast so 
revealed Thyself to us in Thy Word, but especially in Jesus 
Christ, who was the brightness of Thy glory and the express 
image of Thy person. Therefore, O Lord, we can the more cheer-
fully submit to the doings of Thy hand and heart. 

" We can say with him whom we so deply mourn, ' This is 
God's way; His will, not ours, be done.' and, whilst we cannot 
understand Thy gracious purposes in this dispensation, help us, 
Lord, to wait in patient confidence, assured that Thou, who art 
Thine own interpreter, will reveal Thy thoughts of peace and 
purposes of mercy in this great mystery. In this spirit help us 
to accept this providence and still to trust Thee. 

C A U S E S F O R T H A N K S G I V I N G . 

" We thank Thee, O Lord, for this life which has been taken 
so rudely from us. We thank Thee for Thy servant's endow-
ments and achievements. We thank Thee for the evidences that 
he was chosen, of Thee, for great purposes in this world, and for 
the splendid way in which, by Thy grace, these purposes were 
wrought out in his life. Adorned by Thee, we thank Thee for what 
he was in himself, in his home, in society, in Church and State and 
national relations. We bless Thee for the inspiration of his 
example, and we rejoice that, though dead, his influence for good 
will ever live among us. Blessed be Thy Name, in the temple of 
American honor another is written among the immortals. Help 
us all, O Lord, to see in his life the divine possibilities of life, 
and to strive for a like fidelity as we go forward to meet life's 
appointments. 

"Vouchsafe, we pray Thee, all needful blessings to our 
nation in this season of sore bereavement. Thou knowest, O 
God, how this blow has struck every heart, how this sorrow 



pierces every soul- The nation is dotted with sackcloth and 
bowed with grief. Onr land is full of mourning, our hearts are 
heavy with an inexpressible and almost unendurable sorrow. 

"Surely Thou hast stricken us in Thy sore displeasure, for 
Thou dost not afflict willingly ; Thou dost not delight in punish-
ment. O, that Thou wouldst help us to search our hearts to seek 
out even the hidden depths and springs of wickedness, to rid us 
of the evil, that the abundant favor of our God may be returned 
to us, and that the sublime things we hope for, in our nation'? 
future, may be realized. And until we have discovered the evil 
and rooted it out, let not Thy goodness depart from us. 

" I n afflicting, O Lord, be merciful. Remember not our sins 
against us and visit us in the plentitude of Thy grace. 

P R A Y E R F O R T H E N E W P R E S I D E N T . 

"Vouchsafe, we pray Thee, the fullness of Thy grace to 
Thy servant, who has so unexpectedly been inducted into the 
solemn responsibilities of the office of Chief Magistrate. May he 
be endowed with all needed gifts to administer the Govern aient 
to the glory and the welfare of this great people. Give him Thy 
protection from secret foes and unworthy friends. Fill his heart 
with Thy fear and give him the confidence and love of the nation. 

"And now, O Lord, trustfully do we commit to Thy infinite, 
tender and gracious care, she who has been most bitterly bereaved. 
Tender as are our hearts toward her in this sad hour; passing 
tender as was her husband's heart toward her, as together they 
passed through all the scenes of joy and sorrow which were 
appointed them in life, may the heart of God be more tender still. 
I ind her round with the sufficient consolations of Thy presence 
and grace ; and, as by faith, she leans upon the unseen arm of 
the Infinite, may she ever find Thee a present help in time of 
need. 

" Sanctify this dispensation to us all. May we hear it in the 
voice of the Eternal, crying, 'All flesh is grass, and all the godli-
ness thereof as the flower of the field. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth, but the word of our God will stand forever.' Help 

us that we may diligently improve this providence to our growth 
in grace, and in the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
By Thy grace, dear Lord, prepare us all for life's duties and 
trials, of the solemnities of death and for a blessed immortality. 
These, and every other needed blessing, we plead for in the name 
of Him who taught us to pray : 

" ' O u r Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed by Thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us. Andlead us not into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil, and Thine to be the power, and the 
glory, forever and ever. Amen.' " 

T O U C H I N G A D D R E S S B Y M c K I N L E Y ' S P A S T O R . 

The address of Rev. C. E. Manchester, President McKinley's 
pastor, was as follows : 

"Our President is dead. The silver cord is loosed, the 
golden bow is broken, the pitcher is broken at the fountain, the 
wheel broken at the cistern. The mourners go about the streets. 
One voice is heard—a wail of sorrow from all the land, for ' The 
beauty of Israel is slain upon thy high places. How are the mighty 
fallen? I am distressed for thee, my brother. Very pleasant 
hast thou been unto me.' 

" Our President is dead. 
" We can hardly believe it. We had hoped and prayed, and 

it seemed that our hopes were to be realized and our prayers 
answered, when the emotion of joy was changed to one of grave 
apprehension. Still we waited, for we said, ' It may be that God 
will be gracious and merciful unto us.' It seemed to us that it 
must be His will to spare the life of one so well beloved and so 
much needed. Thus, alternating between hope and fear, the weary 
hours passed on. 

"Then came the tidings of defeated sciences, of the failure of 
love and prayer to hold its object to the earth. We seemed to 
hear the faintly muttered words, 1 Good-bye, all ; good-bye. It's 
God's will. His will be done,' and then ' Nearer, My God. to 



Thee ' So, nestling nearer to bis God, he passed out into uncon-
sciousness,'skirted the dark shores of the sea of death for a time, 
and then passed on to be at rest. His great heart had ceased to 
beat. 

' " O u r hear ts are heavy with sorrow 
A voice is heard on earth of kinsfolk weeping 

The loss of one they love; 
But he has gone where the redeemed are keeping 

A festival above. 
" 'The mourners th rong the ways, and from the steeple 

The funeral bells toll slow ; 
But on the golden streets the holy people 

Are passing to and fro. 
A n d saying as they meet, " Rejoice," 

Another long waited for is come. 
The Saviour's heart is glad, a younger brother 

H a s reached the Fa ther ' s home. ' 

T H E W O R L D H A S L O S T A M A N . 

" The cause of this universal mourning is to be found in the 
man himself. The inspired penman's picture of Jonathan, liken-
ing him unto the 'beauty of Israel,' could not be more appropri-
ately employed than in chanting the lament over our fallen chief-
tain It does no violence to human speech, nor is it fulsome 
e u l o g y t o speak thus of him, for who that has seen his stately 
bearing, his grace and manliness of demeanor, his kindliness of 
aspect, but gives assent from this description of him ? Was it 
characteristic of our beloved President that men met him only to 
love him ? r 

" They might indeed differ with him, but m the presence ot 
such dignity of character and grace of manner none could fail to 
love the man. The people confided in him, believed m him It 
was said of Lincoln that probably no man since the days of W asli-
ington was ever so deeply imbedded and enshrined m the hearts 
of the people, but it is true of McKinley in a larger sense. Indus-
trial and social conditions are such that he was even more than 
his predecessors the friend of the whole people. 

" A touching scene was enacted in this church on Sunday 
night. The services had closed. The worshipers were gone to 
their homes. Only a few lingered to discuss the sad event that 
brings us together to-day. Three men in working garb of a 
foreign race and unfamiliar tongue entered the room. They 
approached the altar, kneeling before it and before his picture. 
Their lips moved as if in prayer, while tears furrowed their cheeks. 
They may have been thinking of their own King Humbert, and 
of his untimely death. Their emotion was eloquent, eloquent 
beyond speech, aud it bore testimony to their appreciation of 
manly friendship and honest worth. 

" It is a glorious thing to be able to say in this presence, with 
our illustrious dead before us, that he never betrayed the con-
fidence of his countrymen. Not for personal gain or pre-eminence 
would he mar the beauty of his soul. He kept it clean and white 
before God and man, and his hands were unsullied by bribes. 

A M A N O F S I N G L E A I M . 
<( His eyes looked right on, and his eyelids looked straight 

before him. He was sincere, plain and honest, just, benevolent aud 
kind. He never disappointed those who believed in him, but 
measured up to every duty, and met every responsibility in life 
grandly and unflinchingly. 

" Not only was our President brave, heroic and honest; he 
was as gallant a knight as ever rode the lists for his lady lover in 
the days when knighthood was in flower. It is but a few weeks 
since the nation looked on with tear dimmed eyes as it saw with 
what tender conjugal devotion he sat at the bedside of his beloved 
wife, when all feared that a fatal illness was upon her. No public 
clamor that he might show himself to the populace, no demand of 
social function was sufficient to draw the lover from the bedside 
of his wife. He watched and waited while we all prayed—and she 
lived. 

" This sweet and tender story all the world knows, and the 
world knows that his whole life had run in this oue groove of love. 
It was a strong arm that she leaned upon, and it never failed her. 
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sciousness,'skirted the dark shores of the sea of death for a time, 
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was as gallant a knight as ever rode the lists for his lady lover in 
the days when knighthood was in flower. It is but a few weeks 
since the nation looked on with tear dimmed eyes as it saw with 
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Her smile was more to him than the plaudits of the multitude, 
and for her greeting his acknowledgments of them must wait. 
After receiving the fatal wound, his first thought was that the 
terrible news might be broken gently to her. May God in this 
deep hour of sorrow comfort her. May his grace be greater than 
her anguish. May the widows' God be her God. 

" Another beauty in the character of our President, that was a 
chaplet of grace about his neck, was that he was a Christian. In the 
broadest, noblest sense of the word, that was true. His confidence 
in God was strong and unwavering. It held him steady in many 
a storm where others were driven before the wind aud tossed. He 
believed in the Fatherhood of God and in His sovereignty. His 
faith in the Gospel of Christ was deep aud abiding. He had no 
patience with any other theme of pulpit discourse. 4 Christ aud 
Him crucified' was, to his mind, the only panacea for the world's 
disorders. He believed it to be a supreme duty of the Christian 
minister to preach the word. He said : 4 We do not look for great 
business men iu the pulpit, but for great preachers.' 

W A N T E D H I M T O B E A M I N I S T E R . 

" It is well known that his godly mother had hoped for him 
that he would become a minister of the Gospel, aud that she 
believed it to be the highest vocation in life. It was not, how-
ever, his mother's faith that made him a Christian. He had 
gained in early life a personal knowledge of Jesus, which guided 
him in the performance of greater duties and vaster responsibili-
ties than have been the lot of any other American President. He 
said at one time, while bearing heavy burdens, that he had not dis-
c h a r g e d the daily duties of his life but for the fact that he had 
faith in God. 

" William McKinley believed in prayer, in the beauty of it, 
in the potency of it. Its language was not unfamiliar to him, 
and his public addresses not infrequently evince the fact. 

" I t was perfectly consistent with his lifelong convictions and 
his personal experiences that he should say as the first critical 
moment after the assassination approached 4 Thy Kingdom come ; 

Thy will be done ;' and that he should declare at the last, 4 It is 
God's will ; His will be done.' He lived grandly ; it was fitting 
that he should die grandly. And now that the majesty of death 
has touched and claimed him, we find that in his supreme moment 
he was still a conqueror. 

44 My friends and countrymen, with what language shall I 
attempt to give expression to the deep horror of our souls as I 
speak of the cause of his death ? When we consider the magni-
tude of the crime that has plunged the country and the world into 
unutterable grief, we are not surprised that one nationality after 
another has hastened to repudiate the dreadful act. This gentle 
spirit, who hated no one, to whom every man was a brother, was 
suddenly smitten by the cruel hand of an assassin, and that, too, 
while in the very act of extending a kind and generous greeting 
to one who approached him under the sacred guise of friendship. 

T H E C R I M E A M Y S T E R Y . 
41 Could the assailant have realized how awful was the act he 

was about to perform, how utterly heartless the deed, methinks 
he would have stayed his hand at the very threshold of it. In all 
the coming years men will seek in vain to fathom the enormity 
of that crime. Had this man who fell been a despot, a tryant, an 
oppressor, an insane frenzy to rid the world of him might have 
sought excuse, but it was the people's friend who fell when W'ill-
iam McKinley received the fatal wound. 

44 Himself a son of toil, his sympathies were with the toiler. 
No one who has seen the matchless grace and perfect ease with 
which he greeted such, can ever doubt that his heart was in his 
open hand. Every heart throbs for his countrymen. That his 
life should be sacrificed at such a time, just when there was 
abundant peace, when all the Americas were rejoicing together, is 
one of the inscrutable mysteries of Providence. Like many others 
it must be left for future revelations to explain. 

44 In the midst of our sorrow we have much to console us. 
He lived to see his nation greater than ever before. All sectional 
lines are blotted out. There is no South, no North, no East, no 



West. W a s h i n g t o n saw the beginning of our national life. Lin-
coln passed through the night of our history and saw the dawn. 
McKinley beheld his country in the splendor of its noon. Truly 
he died in the fulness of his fame. With Paul he could say, and 
with equal truthfulness, ' I am now ready to be offered.' The 
work assigned him had been well done. The nation was at peace. 
We had fairly entered upon an era of unparalleled prosperity. 
Our revenues were generous. Our standing among the nations 
was secure. 

"Our President was safely enshrined in the affections of a 
united people. It was not at him that the fatal shot was fired, 
but at the very life of the Government. His offering was vicarious. 
It was blood poured upon the altar of human liberty. In view of 
these things we are not surprised to hear, from one who was 
present when this great soul passed away, that he never before 
saw a death so peaceful, or a dying man so crowned with grandeur. 

L E S S O N S O F T H E T R A G E D Y . 

" Let us turn now to a brief consideration of some of the les-
sons that we are to learn from this sad event. 

"The first one that will occur to us all is the old, old lesson, 
that—1 in the midst of life we are in death.' 4 Man goeth forth to 
his work and to his labor until the evening.' 

44 Our President went forth in the fulness of his strength, in 
his manly beauty, and was suddenly smitten by the hand that 
brought death with it. None of us can tell what a day may bring 
forth. Let us, therefore, remember that 4 no man liveth to him-
self, and none of us dieth to himself.' May each day's close see 
each day's duty done. 

"Another great lesson that we should heed is the vanity of 
mere eaithly greatness. In the presence of the Dread Messenger 
how small are all the trappings of wealth and distinctions of rank 
and power. I beseech you, seek Him, who said: 41 am the 
resurrection and the life; he that believeth in Me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live ; aud whosoever liveth and believeth 
in Me shall never die.' There is but one Saviour for the sin-sick 

and the weary. I entreat you, find Him as our brother found 
Him. 

44 But our last words must be spoken. Little more than four 
years ago we bade him good-bye as he went to assume the great 
responsibilities to which the nation had called him. His last 
words as he left us were : ' Nothing could give me greater pleasure 
than this farewell greeting—this evidence of your friendship and 
sympathy, your good will, and, I am sure, the prayers of all the 
people with whom I have lived so long and whose confidence and 
esteem are dearer to me than any other earthly honors. To all 
of us the future is as a sealed book ; but if I can, by official act 
or administration or utterance, in any degree add to the pros-
perity and unity of our beloved country, and the advancement 
and well being of our splendid citizenship, I will devote the best 
and most unselfish efforts of my life to that end. With this 
thought uppermost in my mind, I reluctantly take leave of my 
friends and neighbors, cherishing in my heart the sweetest mem-
ories and thoughts of my old home—my home now—and, I trust, 
my home hereafter, so long as I live.' 

S L E E P S I N T H E C I T Y H E L O V E D . 
44 We hoped with him that, when his work was done, freed 

from the burdens of his great office, crowned with the affections of a 
happy people, he might be permitted to close his earthly life in 
the home he had loved. 

44 He has, indeed, returned to us, but how ? Borne to the 
strains of 4 Nearer, My God, to Thee,' and placed where he first 
began life's struggle, that the people might look and weep at so 
sad a home coming. 

44 But it was a triumphal march. How vast the procession ! 
The nation rose aud stood with uncovered head. The people of 
the land are chief mourners. The nations of the earth weep with 
them. But oh, what a victory ! I do not ask you in the heat of 
public address, but in the calm moments of mature reflection, 
what other man ever had such high honors bestowed upon him, 
and by so many people ? What pageant had equalled this that 



we look upon to-day ? We gave him to the nation hut a little 
more than four years ago. He went out with the light of the 
morning upon his brow, but with his task set and the purpose to 
complete. We take him back a mighty conqueror ! 

" ' T h e churchyard, where his children rest, 
The quiet spot that suits him best, 
The re shall his grave be made. 
And there his bones be laid. 
And there his countrymen shall come, 
With memory proud, with pity dumb, 
A n d strangers, far and near, 
For many and many a year, 
For many and many an age, 
While history on her ample page 
T h e virtues shall enroll 
O f t h it paternal soul. ' " 

L A I D T O R E S T . 

It was exactly four minutes after four when the funeral car 
bore the remains of the dead President through the gateway of 
his last resting place. Twenty minutes after that time the brief 
services at the vault were over, the members of the family and 
the distinguished men of the nation who had come so far to do 
him honor had p a s s e d . t h r o u g h the gates on their homeward way. 
One hour and forty minutes after the hearse had entered the 
cemetery the place was clear and the dead President was resting 
alone under the watchful care of the men of the regular army. 

A sentry's measured tread resounded from the cement walk 
before the vault, another kept vigil on the grassy slope above, 
and at the head and at the foot of the casket stood armed men. 
Before the door, which was not closed tight, was pitched the 
tent of the guard, and there it will remain until the doors are 
closed to-morrow. Sentries will then guard the vault every hour 
of the day and night until the body has been borne to its final 
resting place. , „ , . . 

For nearly an hour before the head of the funeral procession 
arrived at the gate of the cemetery the strains of the dirges 

played by the bauds came over the hilltops to the watchers by 
the vault, telling them that the procession was on its way. 
Finally, at 3.30 o'clock, the detachment of mounted police head-
ing the parade came slowly around the corner of Lincoln street 
and passed up West Third street to the cemetery gates. Behind 
them came the Grand Army band of Canton, the solemn notes of 
" Nearer, My God, to Thee," welling out as it came up the drive-
w a y " T H E G R A N D A R M Y P O S T S . 

A moment after entering the cemetery the music was 
changed to Chopin's Funeral Interlude, and it was to the souud 
of this that the band passed out and 011 to Kentucky avenue at 
the south side of the enclosure. Behind the band came the Grand 
Army posts, fully 500 of the veterans marching by. 

As they passed along the flower strewn path many of them 
were weeping bitterly, and they stooped by dozens to gather the 
blossoms which lay at their feet, and carried them away as memen-
toes. The sweet pea blossoms that were scattered along the road 
were the offering of the school children of Nashville, Tenn., and 
no tribute of love that was seen during the funeral exercises 
more amply fulfilled its mission or more completely carried its 
message of affection. 

After the veterans came, in well set ranks, with rifles at 
<4 arms port," the men of the Sixth Ohio Infantry, of the National 
Guard, the Engineer Corps of the National Guard from Cleve-
land, and the comrades of the late President in the ranks of the 
Twenty-third Ohio Volunteers during the Civil War. 

Then c a m e a long line of carriages bearing the members of the 
family and the distinguished visitors. From the first carriage 
that stopped at the foot of the walk leading up to the vault, Presi-
dent Roosevelt and Commander Cowles of the navy alighted. 
Without waiting for those in the second carriage, which contained 
Secretaries Root and Gage and Attorney-General Knox, the Presi-
dent walked slowly toward the vault and took a position on the south 
side of the walk close to the door. As Secretary Root came up the 
walk he assumed a similar position on the north side of the walk, 
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and the other members of the Cabinet ranged themselves by the side 
of the President and Secretary of War. 

With bared heads the President and members of the Cabinet, 
who were followed by the officers of the army and navy stood on 
either side of the walk, the lines reaching j ust to the edge of he 
roadway. Within a minute after the formation of he lmes the 
funeral car came np the walk. The casket was gently lifted from 
the hearse and borne to the door of the vault where it was rested 
upon the catafalque. It was carried by the same men of the 
a£ny and navy who had carried it ever since it left Buffalo. 
Before them as it came up the the path walked Colonel B.ngham, 

who had been aide to President McKmley. 
At its head on the right walked Lieutenant Hamlin of the 

army, and in a corresponding position on the left Lieutenant 
Eberle of the navy. Just as the bearers lowered it to the cata-
falque, Abner McKinley and Mrs. Barber alighted from their 
carriage, and stood at the foot of the line of office^ They 
remained here for a few seconds and then passed up to the foot of 
the casket, where they remained during the brief services. 

B U R I A L S E R V I C E . 

There was a moment's pause as Colonel Bingham looked to 
see that all was in readiness. He then looked toward Bishop 
Joyce, of Minneapolis, who read the burial service of the Methodist 
Church, slowly, but in a voice that could be h e a r d distinctly by 
all who were grouped around the vault. Instantly from eigh 
bugles rang out the notes of the soldier's last c a l l - Taps. It 
was beautifully done, and the last notes of the bugles died away 
so softly that all who heard it remained listening for a few 
seconds to hear if it was really ended. 

When the last note had floated away Secretary Wilson was 
in tears, Secretary Hitchcock was also weeping, and the President 
was gazing grimly at the walk. It was the last momeit for the 
men who Li been so closely associated with the President for so 
long, and the thought seemed greater than most of them could 
bear. 

It was all ended at last, and Captain Biddle, of Company C, 
of the Fourteenth Infantry, who will command the guard which 
is to be placed around the vault, stepped up to a line of five sol-
diers, which he had posted just north of the doorway, and who, 
throughout the ceremony, had stood at present arms as rigid as 
though carved out of iron. One of them passed quickly into the 
vault, taking station at the head of the casket, another placed 
himself at the foot, and three men stood in the doorway, two on 
the lower step and the third on the floor of the vault, directly 
behind them. There they remained until after the passage of the 
funeral procession. 

A graceful tribute from the pen of Maud McDougal follows : 
" No need to ask the way from the McKinley home to West-

lawn Cemetery to-day. The veriest stranger could have found it. 
It led between two black banks of people, fringed with the blue 
and khaki of the National Guard of Ohio. The sorrowful journey 
was only once broken, and then at the church where he held his 

L I S T E N E D W I T H B A R E D H E A D S . 

" And the people without, the people who had loved him, 
crowded close, some of them inside the church, more on the steps 
and far out into the street, listening with bared heads and bated 
breath to the beliefs on which had been built so fine a life and so 
noble a death. Then once more the march of death was taken up 
to music, which now wailed of the woe of the people bereft, and 
again told in almost triumphant solemnity of a rest well earned. 

" Familiar hymn tunes acquired a new, if sombre, sweetness 
as they marked the rise and fall of the steps of those who accom-
panied the city's hero but a little way on his journey. And the 
booming of the ' Dead March,' and the haunting sweetness of 
Chopin's Funeral March will ring in Canton's ears for many a 
day to come. To the sorrowing multitudes who knew that he 
was theirs for but a few minutes longer at best, the final passing 
of William McKinley from their lives, but not from their hearts, 
seemed to accomplish itself between the beats of a pulse. 

" To the few who were admitted to the cemetery and had 



stood for perhaps one hour, perhaps two, tense w.th expectation 
it seemed an age from the t.me that the majestic distant notes of 
the great 'Dead Mareh' were first heard to the moment when the 
shrill sweet notes of < Flee As a Bird' heralded the approach of 
the funeral party. It was the second division of A e p r o c ^ o n 
however, in which interest centred. It was for ,t that all the 
other divisions were organized. And it, in its turn was organized 
purely as an escort to a black-draped hearse and to do honor to 
the still figure that lay under the flag for winch ,t had offered i s 
life to defend, its brain and best energy to glorify and m the 
services of which it had met death gloriously and nngrudgmgly. 

"The formation of the procession was as follows : 1 roop A, 
in all the bravery of its glittering uniform, swept up the arc e 
and ranged itself under the trees to the right. After ^ n pmab e 
contrast came the 'President's Regiment,' or what was left of >t, 
the regiment he fought with and endured with and won honor 

with through the Civil War. 
NO P O M P OR P A G E A N T R Y . 

"No arrogance of black and gold and red here, no pride of 
prancing hoofs-only thirty men, poor, many of them, and 
stricken in years ; men who had called McKinley Major' when 
they did not call him comrade, faltering in broken line, stopping 
one after another to pick up as precious souvenirs the flowers hat 
the school children of Nashville had sent to strew the last stage 
of the President's journey, which lay between the wide gates of 
the cemetery and the narrow gates of the receiving vault. 

"Then came another contrast, bewildenngly different m its 
nature, as President Roosevelt, the members of the Cabinet Min-
isters from other lands and the officiating clergymen were driven 
up and alighted, a sorrow-stricken group, waiting to receive he 
mighty dead. It was an impressive sight as the hearse drew up. 
The whole side of the slope under which the receiving vault is 
built was buried in a mass of bloom,sent to show the sympathy of 
th whole world—of far Australia, of Canada, of Brazil and Chile, 
of Continental Europe and Central Ainerica-with a nation s loss. 

"The twelve stalwart bearers, representing all branches of 
1x>th army and navy, who had all through the sad journey lifted 
their loved burden "lovinglv and borne it tenderly, took the weight 
on their broad shoulders for almost the last time, and the admi-
rals and commanding officers of both branches of the service 
lined themselves upon either side of the flag-draped, flower-cov-
c r c d c s s l c c t 

" In long double lines from the entrance to the vault to the 
edge of the driveway these dignitaries ranged, their heads rever-
ently bared, in order of their rank, from Roosevelt and Gage down 
to the military and naval men. At their head, the black entrance 
to the vault vawning behind him, the flag-draped bier within show-
ing but dimly, stood venerable Bishop Joyce waiting. 

B U G L E R S S O U N D E D " T A P S . " 

"Bearing their loved burden high above all these honored 
heads, while a squad of buglers from the Canton G. A. R band 
sounded taps, the soldiers and sailors a d v a n c e d slowly to lay i 
at the churchman's feet. Solemnly the words of the Methodist 
service rang out that all might hear: 

" ' I heard a voice from heaven say, Blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord.' . 

" And for the last time the boys in blue lifted the weight of a 
nation's woe to their stalwart shoulders and, the good Bishop 
leading them in, bore it from the light of day to the gray gloom of 
the tomb. With streaming eyes, they who had been the Presi-
dent's family, official and unofficial, watched it pass into the 
shadow. With heavy hearts they acquiesced in the posting of 
the guard, three men at the entrance to the tomb and one at the 
head one at the foot of the bier, which seemed to shut them who 
loved and shared his life out from him as effectually as it did the 
veriest stranger. 

" Then s i n c e o n the isolation of death even they must not 
intrude, they turned sadly away. Following them came Senators 
and Representatives, the great majority of the people's representa-
tives at Washington, each, as he passed the guarded doorway, 



reverently uncovering. After them walked the federal employes 
of four great cities. It must have been nearly 7 o'clock when 
the last of these filed past the door of the open tomb, when the 
last head was bared, and the last tear-dimmed eyes that sought 
out the vague shape of the bier in the shadow behind the impas-
sive guard." 

CHAPTER XX. 

Magnificent Tributes to Mr. McKinley—Eloquent Eulogies 
f rom Celebrities—Grief and Indignation—The President 's 
Virtues and Character Extolled. 

HO N . W A Y N E M a c V E A G H , who was Attorney-General in 
President Garfield's Cabinet, said at a great memorial 

meeting in Philadelphia: 
411 am quite incapable of making you any formal address 

to-night. Others will discharge that duty, and I am here simply 
as one of you, to stand side by side with you in this expression of 
our share in the universal sorrow which binds the nation together 
North and South and East and West as a united people, mourn-
ing for their chosen leader, who has been so suddenly and so 
cruelly taken from them. 

" It has happened to me to know intimately and well each of 
our martyred Presidents. It is thirty-six years since, in obedience 
to the request of President Lincoln, I reached Washington in the 
dim gray of an April morning to find that he was dead. It is just 
twenty years ago to-night since I sat by President Garfield as he 
died. " It is only twelve days ago that all the joy of reaching 
home was changed into unutterable grief and pain by learning 
that President McKinley had been shot ; and now he also is 
hidden from us in the grave. 

" It was eminently fitting that this great and noble city 
should array herself in the habiliments of mourning and give 
this solemn and impressive celebration of the feelings of her 
citizens at the appalling calamity which has befallen us. With 
the Mayor in the chair, surrounded by this vast concourse of her 
representative citizens of all parties and denominations and of 
every walk in life, with solemn music, and with the presence of 
the reverend clergy, Philadelphia attests her grief in a manner 
worthy of her and worthy of the affection felt for her by the 
beloved President whose loss she mourns ; for he was in the habit 

391 



reverently uncovering. After them walked the federal employes 
of four great cities. It must have been nearly 7 o'clock when 
the last of these filed past the door of the open tomb, when the 
last head was bared, and the last tear-dimmed eyes that sought 
out the vague shape of the bier in the shadow behind the impas-
sive guard." 

CHAPTER XX. 

Magnificent Tributes to Mr. McKinley—Eloquent Eulogies 
f rom Celebrities—Grief and Indignation—The President 's 
Virtues and Character Extolled. 

HO N . W A Y N E M a c V E A G H , who was Attorney-General in 
President Garfield's Cabinet, said at a great memorial 

meeting in Philadelphia: 
411 am quite incapable of making you any formal address 

to-night. Others will discharge that duty, and I am here simply 
as one of you, to stand side by side with you in this expression of 
our share in the universal sorrow which binds the nation together 
North and South and East and West as a united people, mourn-
ing for their chosen leader, who has been so suddenly and so 
cruelly taken from them. 

" It has happened to me to know intimately and well each of 
our martyred Presidents. It is thirty-six years since, in obedience 
to the request of President Lincoln, I reached Washington in the 
dim gray of an April morning to find that he was dead. It is just 
twenty years ago to-night since I sat by President Garfield as he 
died. " It is only twelve days ago that all the joy of reaching 
home was changed into unutterable grief and pain by learning 
that President McKinley had been shot ; and now he also is 
hidden from us in the grave. 

" It was eminently fitting that this great and noble city 
should array herself in the habiliments of mourning and give 
this solemn and impressive celebration of the feelings of her 
citizens at the appalling calamity which has befallen us. With 
the Mayor in the chair, surrounded by this vast concourse of her 
representative citizens of all parties and denominations and of 
every walk in life, with solemn music, and with the presence of 
the reverend clergy, Philadelphia attests her grief in a manner 
worthy of her and worthy of the affection felt for her by the 
beloved President whose loss she mourns ; for he was in the habit 

391 



of frequently expressing his great regard for our city, feeling, as 
he once said to me, when he was here, as if he was at home. 

" What is to be said in the way of eulogy must be said by 
others. I do not feel equal to it, but some things all men know. 
He was a brave and faithful soldier in as righteous a war as was 
ever wacred. As Chairman of the Committee on Ways and Means 
he was necessarily influential while framing tariffs in assisting 
others toward the making of great fortunes ; but whatever he did 
was done because he believed it to be for the general welfare ; and 
uo suspicion ever existed, not only of improper gain, but not even 
improper motive on his part. 

T O O G O O D T O B E G R E E D Y . 

"Like Lincoln and Garfield, he was too good an American to 
care to be rich. As a husband, he has left us a measure of duty 
in self-denial to which few of us can hope to attain. A professed 
believer in the Christian religion, he lived more nearly m obe-
dience to its requirements, and was more fully imbued with the 
spirit of the Master than is often found in this practical and 
metallic age. Indeed, there need be no better test of his true 
Christian spirit than that his only reported allusion to his mur-
derer was an entreaty in his behalf, and his last words assuredly 
were suggested by the words of our Lord on the Mount of Olives: 
'God's will, not ours, be done.' . 

" Yes, we have lost three noble President's by the assassin s 
hands, and all the assasins were native-born Americans. The 
first was a scholar, and used a Latin quotation to justify his hate 
born of the Civil War. The second was an educated man, and 
his act was due to what he supposed was an unequal distribution 
of the spoils of office. 

"Of the real motive of the assassin of President Mckinley 
we know too little yet to form a final judgment; but surely the 
alarming outbreak of bitter hatred appearing about m so many 
different parts of the country requires the earnest and serious con-
sideration of all good citizens, for he must learn the true cause of 
them before he can be able to apply an effective remedy. It will, 

however, always be true that, under the whole wide canopy of 
Heaven, there can be found no antidote to hate but love. 

" Meanwhile, we may all rejoice that the Bench and Bar of 
Buffalo are reflecting credit upon the whole country by again 
securing reverence for the calm, orderly and resistless processes 
of the law. 

" And after all, my friends, it is upon the processes of the 
law that you and I must, in the last resort, depend for the per-
petuity and the greatness of the Government our dead President 
loved so devotedly, and which he believed, as you and I believe to 
be, in spite of all abatement, the best Government under which 
men have ever lived, and no other form of government could in 
a single generation have produced and conducted to the seat of 
the Chief Magistracy three such rulers as Lincoln, Garfield and 
McKinley. 

" We grieve at having lost them, but we are proud having 
had them as our Presidents. Our hearts just now are full of 
sorrow at losing him we have met to mourn. 

" 'And while the races of mankind endure 
Let their great examples stand 
Colossal seen of every land. 

T o keep the soldier firm, t he s ta tesman pure. 
Till in all lands and th rough all human story 
The pa th of du ty be the way to glory. ' " 

E L O Q U E N T W O R D S O F A R C H B I S H O P R Y A N . 

" Honored by an invitation to speak on this sad and solemn 
occasion, I naturally regard it from the religious standpoint. 
Religion is an integral portion of our nature, as real as the intel-
lectual or material portion of it, and cannot be ignored in indi-
vidual or national character. It has had more influence on our 
race than any other power. I am gratified to state that the 
deceased President recognized its great claims ; that, according to 
his convictions and the dictates of his conscience, he was a 
religious man. His forgiveness of his murderer and his profound 
submission to the Divine will, expressed in these words, 4 This is 



God's way. His will, not ours, be done,' shows clearly the power 
of religion over him. , 

" That he was fair to those who differed from his religious 
convictions I am persuaded. I know, on the best authority, that 
as Governor of Ohio he was kind, almost partial, to the Catholics 
of that State when it was unpopular to be such. I had occasion 
to visit him in the interest of the Catholic Indians, and I am 
satisfied that whatever concessions were made were made through 
his influence, and that full justice would have been done to them 
could he have followed the impulses of his heart, which public 
men cannot always do. 

" But, ladies and gentlemen, there are thoughts that force 
themselves upon us to-night, greater and more important than 
the consideration of the personal religion of any individual, how-
ever exalted and lamented. These refer to the welfare of the 
country, which the deceased President loved, served and ruled. 
They are, I believe, thoughts of gravest moment, and appropriate 
to this occasion. 4 Better is the house of mourning than the 
house of joy,' for the consideration of these questions. 

C H I E F E R R O R O F O U R A G E . 

"One of the greatest errors of our age and country is disre-
gard in State and Church of principles and doctrines. It matters 
little, it is said, what men believe and teach, provided they do not 
act in disobedience of law. We relegate principles and doctrines 
to the region of theory, and take cognizance only of actions. 
Occasionally the public is awakened to a sense of the fallacy of 
this position. A few years ago the body of a young man was 
found. He had committed suicide and left a note stating that he 
was induced to do so by the defense of suicide in a lecture of 
Robert Ingersoll. Here were found cause and effect. The 
wretched man who has slain the President of the United States 
assures us that he was influenced to do so by the speeches and 
writings of a woman Anarchist—another instance of cause and 
effect. 

" 1 Wars between men may cease," says Edmund Burke, 

'warsbetween principles shall never cease.' By conquest or com-
promise wars between men cease ; but principles are in eternal 
antagonism. It is illogical and suicidal to ignore principles and 
doctrines as they will inevitably act themselves out into actions 
for good or evil. Men say we want only the morality of Christi-
anity, but without its dogmas, as if these dogmas did not create 
and cannot alone perpetuate that morality. Again they say, ' We 
care not what the Anarchist writes or speaks, provided he does 
not kill.' As if the writing and speaking addressed to young and 
fiery hearts may not lead to murder. 

W H E R E I S T H E R E M E D Y ? 

" But it may be asked, Where is the remedy ? You cannot 
legislate the world into morality. You cannot, in a free country, 
prevent free speech and the liberty of the press. You may say it 
is not the liberty of speech or press I would prevent, but its 
license. But who is to be judge between liberty and license? 
Ah, gentlemen, the truth is, we need a power that shall go deeper 
than can the legislator and his law, that goes right straight to 
the very core of conscience. We need more religion. Con-
scieuce is the great arbiter to decide wha. liberty and what is 
license. And we need religion that is not merely sentimental, 
but doctrinal ; not merely of God in His mercy, but of God in 
His justice also; not merely of heaven and its joys, but of hell 
and its just punishments. 

" Because this is a land of liberty, and there are fewer 
restraining influences from without, we need the more from 
within. I am alarmed for the future of this Republic if disregard 
and contempt for religious doctrines should increase. No nation 
has ever continued to live without religion and its restraints. 
Uncivilized nations are conquered from without, but civilized 
ones from within, by the force of their own passions. 

" Egypt, Greece and Rome lived because of truths, mixed, it 
is true, with falsehoods, which their religions possessed. There 
was much of conservative truth in the religion of the pagans. 
They believed in God and Providence, and future reward and 



punishment for the observance or violation of law, human and 
divine. Our modern unbelievers would sweep all these truths 
away, and with them they would sweep away this glorious young 
Republic. ' 

" I f we are to perpetuate this splendid Republic, we must 
perpetuate Christianity to protect it. On this most solemn occa-
sion, and standing in spirit by the newly made grave of our 
murdered President, and in the name of the Founder of Christi-
anity whom we all love, I ask you to keep the deposit of 
Christianity and hand it down as the richest heritage you can 
leave to your posterity and your beloved country." 

When informed of the death of President McKmley, Hon. 
John Wanamaker, who was a memebr of President Harrison's 
Cabinet, made the following statement: 

M I L L I O N S O F H E A R T S I N A G O N Y . 

"The passing on of William McKinley is an awful mystery. 
There are millions of hearts that are overwhelmed with agony. 
As against the miserable creature called a man who destroyed 
this noble life there are thousands and thousands of men in the 
United States, noble and true, who would unhesitatingly and 
gladly have given their lives if his could have been spared, so full 
was it of gifts and graces, of growth and of genuine goodness. 

" Almost like a flash in the sky he passed on without spot 
or decay or the withering of powers to the eternal and enduring. 
He lived- and died nobly. ' Good-bye,' he said 4 good-bye to all. 
It is God's way.' Always a sage and a soldier, and now a saint." 

The Right Rev. Gzi W. Whitaker, Bishop of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, Diocese of Pennsylvania, gave the following 
estimate of the life and character of the late President: 

"There can be but one opinion as to the character of the late 
President McKinley. It was of the highest type of Christian man-
hood. I knew him personally, having met him on every occasion 

• on which he visited Philadelphia as President, and I have been 
impressed, as everyone who came in contact with him must have 
been, with his qualities as a man, a statesman and a Christian. 

"The address he delivered at Buffalo the day before he 
received his death wound was the latest illustration of the far-
seeing, broad-minded statesmanship for which he was noted. 
From the time he was shot till his death the spirit of fortitude 
and magnanimity he displayed touched all hearts. His death 
was the death of a sincere Christian. It is certain that he will 
always be remembered with peculiar affection by the American 
people, and I believe he will hold in their minds and hearts as 
high a place as any President who preceded him." 

F R O M A W E L L K N O W N B I S H O P . 

Bishop Whitaker issued the following letter to the clergy of 
his diocese, instructing them to hold a memorial service for the 
late President: 

"To the Clergy of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. Dear 
brethren : In accordance with the proclamation of the President 
of the United States, I recommend that the several congregations 
of the diocese hold a memorial service to our late beloved President 
in their respective churches, on Thursday, September 19, at 11 
o'clock A. M. A form of service will be sent to you later. The 
hymns suggested seem most appropriate, but you may substitute 
others in your discretion." 

Through the courtesy of the "Boston Globe" we present to 
the reader a number of touching tributes to Mr. McKinley from 
the pens of our most gifted authors. They appeared in the 
Memorial Edition of this journal and occupy the remainder of the 
chapter: 

E V E N A S A C H I L D . 

EVEN as a child to whom sad ne ighbors speak, 
In a symbol , saying t h a t his fa ther " sleeps " — 

W h o feels their meaning, even as his cheek 
Feels t he first teardrop as it s t ings and leaps— 

W h o keenly knows his loss, and y e t denies 
Its awful impor t—grieves unreconciled, 

Moans, drowses, rouses, with new-drowning eyes— 
Even as a child. 



Even as a ch i ld ; with empty, aimless hand 
Clasped sudden to the hear t all hope deserts— 

With tears tha t blur all lights on sea or l a n d — 
T h e lip that quivers and the throat that hu r t s— 

Even so, the nation tha t has known his love 
Is orphaned now ; and . whelmed in anguish wild, 

Knows but its sorrow and the ache thereof, 
E v e n a s a ch i ld . JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY 

N 
A N A T I O N I N S O R R O W . 

A T I O N bright with the sunrise g low— 
Full of the cen tury ' s throbbing— 

W h y d o you bow your head so low ? 
W h y do we hear you sobbing ? 

Dea th has climbed to my highest place, 
A n d tears of a people are no disgrace ; 
Sorrow is better told than k e p t ; 
A n d grief is holy, for God has wept. 

Nation with banner of oldest birth, 
Stars to the h igh stars sweeping. 

W h y have you not a flag on earth 
But to t he half-mast creeping ? 

Many a brave man had to die 
T o hold those colors against the sky ; 
Agonies such as this reveal 
T h a t every banner to Heaven must kneel. 

Nation with tasks tha t might appal 
Planets of weak endeavor, 

W h y did the best man of you all 
Sail from your shores forever? 

No t forever, and not f rom sight, 
But nearer to God 's sweet, kindly l i gh t ; 
T h r o u g h the mists to a s to rmy sea, 
W h e r e all t he heroes of ages be. 

Nation with weapons fierce and grim, 
Sharpen with rage you r sadness ; 

Tea r t he murde re r limb f rom l i m b -
Tor ture him into madnes s ! 

N o ! I have Heaven too much in awe 
T h e law to avenge with lack of law; 
Take we the soul from its ta inted clod. 
A n d lay it down at t he feet of God. 

Nation whose love for home ne 'er dies, 
Cruel t he clouds that hover ! 

W h a t do you say when a woman cries, 
" G i v e me my husband l o v e r ? " 

Sad heart , carry the grievous wrong, 
In Fai th ' s own a rms ; it will not be long, 
Here , and in lands you never knew, 
H e more than ever will comfor t you. 

Nation of many tribes and lands— 
Strength of the world's best nations, 

Say ! would a million murderous hands 
Crumble you r deep foundat ions ? 

Never ! N o poison e ' e r can blight 
T h e flowers and frui tage of T ru th and R igh t ; 
Never ! the land that t he t ryan t fears 
Shall live in splendor a thousand years. 

W I L L CARLETON. 

T H E D A R K E N E D S K I E S . 

TH E air was filled with music, every hear t 

Throbbed its thanksgiving for the season's wealth. 
With splendors piled appeared the magic mart 

W h o s e arches gave their echoes for thy health. 
T h y train made entrance on the brilliant scene 

Like the fair galley of a victor crowned ; 
While Nature smiled, propitious and serene, 

Thine and the Nat ion ' s hear t the dea th blow found. 

Dark grow the skies, t he sounds of joy are hushed. 
Reason can scarce attest the sudden change ; 

W h e n did the flower o. hope, so fully flushed, 
S o swiftly fail, with por tent sad and s t r ange? 



Thine was the glory of successful rule, 
Thine, in thy manly you th , the war r io r s wreath. 

F o r what of t hy good service might a fool 
Aim at thy breast , unarmed, the stroke of dea th? 

T h e garlands hung on thy t r iumphal way 
Shall now be heaped thy mournfu l bier above, 

Yet with best conques t ends the noble day, 
Resigning life, but keeping faith and love. 

J U L I A W A R D H O W E . 

M O U R N E D B Y E V E R Y A M E R I C A N . 

He was the Head of the Nation, he fell in its service, the base 
hand that took his life struck dead the hostility in every feeling 
heart that harbored it, and he passes to the peace o f t h e g r a v e 
mourned not by such as were his f r i e n d s , only,but by all who 
bear the American name. ^ ^ ^ ( M a r r T w a i n ) > 

A F I X E D S T A R I N O U R F I R M A N E N T . 

As the name of William McKinley becomes fixed in the firma-
ment of our nation's history it appears to us at once, and seems 
destined to remain to us, a name tocharm by Can we say now so 
soon in what his greatness consists, and what is to prove at last 
he ¿roadest measure of his permanent fame ? With certainty cer-

tainly not; yet there is a solace in the effort to do so that at least 
explains, if it does not amply justify, so early an endeavor. 

A living statesman of one of the dynastic governments of 
E u r o p e i s c u r r e n t l y q u o t e d a s s a y i n g t h a t t h e 

President will be that he was the greatest commercial statesman 
of his time. If this be so, and it seems very near the truth, wlmt, 
then is the greatness, and what are the limitations of com-
mercial " statesmanship ? Is it nearly or quite £ , highes 
decree or is it nearly or quite the lowest? Other states 
men have delivered their peoples from the perfidy of tyrants from 
the oppression of nobles, from debasing iniquities of ancient cus-
toms from bigots, fanatics and robber hordes; was their states 
manship, therefore, larger than a commercial statesmanship 

may be ? 

Or is it not true that for our crowning question we ask con-
cerning such rulers, " What—after they had dragged down the 
despot, hurled back the invader, obliterated the pit of degradation 
—what was their wisdom and power to uplift and push forward 
those industries of peace which prosper the main mass of men, 
and give them opportunity and incentive for the-arts, the sciences, 
the virtues; how much did their statesmanship do to fill the sail, 
to oil the wheel, to light the mine, to speed the plow and the loom ? " 

G R E A T C O M M E R C I A L Q U E S T I O N S . 

It is only when we contemplate the world-wide reach of great 
commercial questions, the bewildering intricacies of conflicting 
interests and theories, the far-reaching disastrousness of their 
misunderstanding, and the vast beneficence of their correct solu-
tion, that we are prepared to confess the greatness of a mind and 
soul that confronts and answers them with supreme mastery. 

The hoary Eastern question is and has always been a prob-
lem of commercial statesmanship. Such is four-fifths of every 
foreign policy of Europe. It was a blunder of commercial states-
manship that lost to Great Britain her American colonies, and it 
is on commercial statesmanship that her modern greatness is 
largely founded. A potential factor in the long decay of Spain 
has been her lack of commercial statesmanship, and commercial 
statesmanship is to-day the consuming study of every worthy 
sovereign and of every cabinet in the civilized world. 

If it ever seems necessary to write that he whose loss leaves 
our nation widowed wrought no mighty changes in our general 
legislation, achieved no vast reform in our institutions, and 
righted no great wrongs between conflicting elements of the popu-
lation, the word must go with it that his public life was without 
a stain of dishonor, that he was a model of private virtue, duty 
and affection, a true and ardent lover of mankind, and that in the 
mighty functions of commercial statesmanship he was easily first 
among contemporary statesmen and rulers, the greatest of his 
time. 

_ G E O R G E W . CABLE. 



A T T H E E X P O S I T I O N . 

TH E devil's best tools 
Are the fingers of fools. 

All pious, good people, 
W h o live in a steeple, 
Over spire and gilt vane 
Whir l ing round , round again 
Like j oy behind sorrow or ease after pain. 
But t he worst, most accursed, 
I s prim and sedate 
H e s tands u p straight , 
So lowly elate, 
But creeps th rough the gate 
In to rooms of the great, 
A n d cowers in the chamber of State. 
Le t h im learn, if he can 
T h e first lesson of Man, 
T h e last, for he must, 
H e shal l learn, and discern 
T h e fire of live coals in our urn. 

R I C H A R D H E N R Y S T O D D A R D . 

A P A T R I O T O F T H E N O B L E S T T Y P E . 

William McKinley, like some who went before him, dies a 
martyr to republican institutions. It was for those institutions 
that our fathers fought and died in two great wars. And the 
President of this Republic represents those institutions more 
than any other man. 

The nation had been gradually making up its mind about 
William McKinley. But now that he has gone from our midst, 
we realize suddenly that he possessed many of those qualities, 
the value of which is inestimable in his situation. 

He was first of all a patriot of the noblest type. For he had 
the good of his country nearest his heart. He never sought to 
exalt himself at the expense of his country. Rather he sought 
to efface himself in his submission to the desires of the people. 
He was willing to hear and heed the opinions of the humblest 

citizen. It was sometimes said of him that he was dominated. 
He was dominated, but by no man. He was dominated by the 
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It is well to remember that a government of the people has 
just as much right to protect itself from its enemies as has a 
monarchy. 

W I N S T O N C H U R C H I L L . 

A M A N O F G E N E R O U S N A T U R E . 

While I feel my inadequacy to the task, I am highly honored 
in being selected with others to express sorrow at the cruel deed 
that has brought desolation to a home and grief to a nation. 

In doing so it may not be uninteresting to detail a few 
incidents that will exhibit the social and kindly side of Mr. 
McKinley's generous nature. Some years ago I visited Canton, 
O., in my professional capacity. During my engagement I was 
invited to meet the then Congressman McKinley at the house of 
one of his relatives. He entered the room with his invalid wife 
leaning on his arm, and I often noticed during the evening his 
attentive and affectionate solicitude for his companion. His 
manner was most cordial and friendly. 

Our next meeting was in Cleveland, where we dined together 
in company with Mr. Robert Lincoln and Mr. Mark Hanna. 
That night the entire party came to the theatre to see the comedy 
of the " Rivals," acted by the star cast. 

After the performance, the Congressman came behind the 
curtain and was introduced to the company. He expressed his 
enjoyment of the play, remarking how strange it was that such 
talent was not oftener brought together. "Possibly," he said, 
" it might be dangerous to give the public too much of a good 
thing." Our next meeting was after he became President, my 
wife and I lunching with his family at the executive mansion. 
General and Mrs. Miles were also of the company. The President 



seemed interested in the history of the stage, and enjoyed remi-
niscences of it or anecdotes of actors with great relish. 

Passing through Washington on my way to Florida, I called 
to pay my respects. This was just at the time when strained 
relations were tightening their grip upon America and Spain. 
The President spoke of these, but expressed a hope that serious 
trouble might be avoided. I told him that I traveled much, and 
that I gleaned from the expressions of wise and thoughtful men 
that the country did not want war. He replied, " I am glad to 
hear it." This was before the destruction of the " Maine." I 
have met him several times since, and to me his views seemed 
broad and liberal. 

I was never more shocked that when the terrible news of the 
assassination was brought to me ; our household was in a fever 
of excitement, our very domestics in tears ; and now, that the 
worst has come, a home made desolate and a nation plunged in 
sorrow, we can only hope that time may soften the blow, and that 
wise legislation may place a barrier that will forever prevent the 
reoccurrence of such an act. JOSEPH JEFFERSON. 

A L I F E ' S S T O R Y . 

TW O t o g e t h e r and only t w o — 

One a soldier and one a maid ; 
Ev ' ry sky is heavenly blue, 

A n d all t he dim forebodings fade. 

T w o together and only two— 
One a husband and one a wife, 

R e a d y to walk thè wide world through, 

Hea r t and hand on the road of life. 

T w o toge ther and only two—-
Fron t ing For tune and braving fears— 

Two toge ther and only two 
Above two little graves in tears. 

T w o together and only t w o — 
H e a Nat ion ' s chosen chief 

She a wife t o follow th rough 
T h e massive gates that lead to grief. 

Two toge ther and only t w o — 
One to watch, with all love's wealth, 

One to walk 'mid wilds of rue 
To seek the pleasant pa ths of health. 

Two together and only t w o — 
See the clouds and pains depar t 

F rom the Land ' s first lady, who 
Is still first lady of his heart, 

T w o toge ther and only t w o — 
Cannons boom and cities cheer, 

Skies are bright and friends are t r u e ; 
W h o shall say tha t death is near? 

Two toge ther and only t w o — 
Joy seems sure forever more, 

Y e t t he hand that millions drew 
Of hear ts has opened Death ' s dark door . 

T w o together and only two— 
Whi le amid his own he stands, 

Dea th now breaks the circle through 
A n d grasps him with his vise-like hands . 

Two toge ther and only two— 
Never death such loving parts, 

Loyal wife and husband true, 
F o r Love ha th wed your hands and hearts. 

Two together and only t w o — 
Peoples pray that you m a y meet 

W h e r e the dark skies change to blue, 
And all tha t ' s bit ter turns to sweet . 

JOHN BURNS. 

H I S P L A C E I N T H E N A T I O N A L H E A R T . 

Who has yet invented the smokeless powder of grief ? The 
first emotions consequent on a great public catastrophe are like 
the blur of an old-fashioned battle ; it is only when the atmosphere 
clears that we begin to see anything plainly. 

The nation is undergoing something like what the surgeons 
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call shock. The sense of immeasurable outrage is yet so keen, 
the effects of a ragged wound are yet so severe, that we scarcely 
know where, or why, we are most hurt. 

While the black draped train goes ploughing its way through 
flowers half across the continent, while the nation stands uncov-
ered before the catafalque, who can calmly estimate the martyr's 
personality ? But it is not his position in history that you seek 
to define ; it is his place at this hour in the national heart. There 
can be no doubt that this is a very strong, warm place. The pub-
lic affection closes upon him jealously. Few men of our times 
have shown a more remarkable power to make friends, and what 
is more, to retain them (for these twain are not one) than William 
McKinley. 

P E R S O N A L K I N D L I N E S S . 

Whoever differed from him, on great matters or small, seems 
to have been half won over, and wholly mollified by the personal 
kindliness and courtesy of the man. Political opponents, or those 
of his own party who could not follow his policy, are among the 
first to do him honor now. 

I remember how generously and courteously the entreating 
protests of one citizen against the impending war were received. 
These took the form of letters so candid, so urgent, and so 
repeated that the writer could have felt no surprise if they had 
been disregarded altogether. Many another must have had 
similar experience and come away from it, convinced of the sin-
cerity and conscientiousness of the man. 

These personal traits ran all through his character. Most 
remarkable has been the tribute of the nation to McKinley, the 
man of common, human virtues. He was a Christian believer 
who loved his God, and was never afraid to say so; who, Christ-
like, forgave his murderer on the first impulse, not the second ; 
who said : " Don't let them hurt him," before the smoke from the 
assassin's revolver had spent itself in the air ; who died breathing 
out his soul in sacred words, the sincerity of which commands 
absolute respect. In a time when faith is darkened, and religious 
character unfashionable, let him be remembered for these things. 

Most touching, too, and quite as remarkable has been the 
profound, wide and genuine reverence offered to the domestic 
qualities of the man. In a day when, as one has well said, the 
great national danger is " the decadence of the home idea," his 
private life shows like an uplifted hand—pointing to something 
higher and more elect than most of us attain to in the stress and 
disillusion of daily life. 

He, the husband of an invalid wife who was never suffered to 
feel that her misfortunes encroached upon his comfort, sapped 
his strength, wearied his patience, or reduced his affection, 
deserves all the tender tears that fall upon his bier—and more. 

Many an obscure citizen, called to cherish an ailing wife at 
cost of personal sacrifices known only to himself and to her, will 
feel his burden lighter, his love warmer, his courage stronger, 
for this great example. And many a sick woman, thinking: 
" How tender he is to me to-day !" will have reason to bless the 
quiet influence of the dead President, who found it inevitable and 
made it manly to put the needs of the woman he had loved and 
wedded forever in the foreground of his heart and of his life. 

ELIZABETH STUART P H E L P S W A R D . 

S L A I N B Y A H U M A N R E P T I L E . 

President McKinley's murder belongs, as do those of Lincoln 
and Garfield, to the category of crimes that could not be fore-
seen, nor easily averted. It is like a clot of blood flung on a fair 
picture by the hand of a ruffian. It is as though the man, rich 
in the love and respect of millions, had been bitten to death by a 
reptile or a rabid dog. We may crush the reptile ; we may kill 
the dog ; but their extermination will not bring back the precious 
life, nor atone for its loss. The loss is immeasurable, the punish-
ment utterly inadequate. 

A noble California redwood takes centuries to reach its per-
fect growth. It may be destroyed in a day by a spark from a 
careless hunter's camp fire or by the ax of a soulless log-chopper. 
When Lord Rosse had finished his great telescope, after years of 
skilful work, and at the cost of a fortune, he generously exhibited 



it to the public ; and one of the first men who came to see it flung 
a huge stone full at the costly lens ! Fortunately his aim was as 
bad as his heart ; but that heart was filled with all the destructive 
spirit of an assassin. 

•SThe same man would have as recklessly shot at a president, 
or king, or queen, not because either had wronged him, but 
because " the Lord had respect to Abel and to his offerings," and 
that was enough for Cain ! 

The vanity of human grandeur is brought home to us more 
vividly by such a tragedy than by the assassination of any royal 
potentate. A king or emperor is usually born to his high estate. 
A president is chosen from the ranks by the free will of the 
people; and by so much more is he " the state " itself than any 
anointed sovereign can be. It took over half a century to make 
a president of this man whom the people had tried and found 
worthy in almost every station of public life. It takes time to 
grow a redwood tree. Is it necessary that it should be in the 
power of any idle blackguard to cut it down with one blow ? I 
think not. 

H A N D S H A K I N G C O N D E M N E D . 

There is nothing democratic about permitting anybody and 
everybody to shake the hand of the President. Rather is it a 
survival of the old royal fashion which attached a certain sanctity 
to the person of the ruler, and made the subject think that he 
was enjoying a peculiar privilege by being allowed to see and 
touch the precious object. The President is the chief servant of 
the people, and, as such, he has constant, serious, arduous work 
to do. His master has no right to interrupt him at his work, nor 
to intrude upon him in his leisure. Popular levees are a popular 
humbug, meaningless, tiresome, dangerous. Let us give our 
heroes the boon of individual freedom. 

Instead of doing that, we burden them with public " recep-
tions," with parades, with fulsome panegyric, or stand them up 
to be kissed, after which we change the throne to the pillory and 
hurl ridicule at them in place of bouquets. Our hero does a truly 
daring deed, and he is forthwith thrust upon the lecture platform, 

interviewed and photographed without mercy, and then given 
over to the wits and witlings because he has been too gracious to 
his foolish feminine admirers. 

Another is covered with laurels, until he offends the peculiar 
taste of an ill-mannered public by doing as he sees fit with the 
" Injun gi f t" of a house which he unwisely accepted from them. 
The government at this moment is sorting out the tar and 
feathers for one or the Other or both of the two heroes whom we 
set upon naval pedestals a couple of years ago. The hero in the 
hands of the populace is like the South American spider which 
must flee from the arms of his spouse before she has time to 
devour him ! 

R I S K O F L I F E . 

Our Presidents are too valuable to have their lives risked at 
the hands of any chance scoundrel covetous of wide-spread 
infamy. William McKinley, especially, was too choice a product 
of republican institutions to be destroyed by an instrument of 
disorder. 

His successor is one of the bravest of men. Therefore, he 
should not be rash. Therefore, we, the people, should forego the 
empty privilege of forcing ourselves upon his privacy, or of 
asking him to exhibit himself for the delectation of the gaping 
multitude and the weapon of another possible Booth or Guiteau, 
or the ignoble beast with the crooked name who has just destroyed 
a great and good man. 

JAMES JEFFREY ROCHE. ( E d i t o r o f " T h e P i l o t . " ) 

A B R A H A M L I N C O L N . 

FOULLY ASSASSINATED APRIL 14, 1865. 

This is the remarkable poem in which, on May 6, 1865, London " Punch " 
confessed its error, after having for four years lampooned Lincoln with 
pencil and with pen. It is at tr ibuted to Tom Taylor . 

YO U lay a wreath on murde red Lincoln 's bier 
You , who with mocking pencil wont to trace, 

Broad for t h e self-complacent British sneer, 
His length of shambling limb, his furrowed face, 



His gaunt, gnarled hands, his unkempt , bristling hair, 
His ga rb uncouth, his bearing ill a t ease, 

His lack of all we prize as debonair . 
Of power or will to shine, of ar t to please. 

You, whose smart pen backed by the pencil 's laugh, 
Judg ing each step, as though the way were plain ; 

Reckless , so it could point a paragraph, 
Of C h i e f ' s perplexity, or peoples' pain. 

Besides this corpse, that bears for winding-sheet 
T h e Stars and Stripes he lived to rear anew, 

Between the mourners at his head and feet, 
Say, scurrile-jester, is there room for you ? 

Yes, he had lived to shame me from my sneer, 
T o lame my pencil , and confute m y p e n -

To make me own this hind of princes peer , 

This rail-splitter, a t rue born king of men. 

My shallow j u d g m e n t I had learned to rue, 
Not ing how to occasion's hight he rose, 

How his quaint wit m a d e home- t ru th seem more t rue , 
How, iron-like, his t emper grew b y blows. 

H o w humbled ye t how hopeful he could be ; 
H o w in good fortune and in ill the same ; 

Nor bi t ter in success, nor boastful he, 
Thirs ty for gold, nor feverish for fame. 

H e went about his work—such work as few 

Ever had laid on head and hear t and h a n d -
As one who knows, where there 's a t a sk to do, 

Man's hones t will mus t Heaven ' s good grace command ; 

W h o trusts the s t rength will with the burden grow, 
Tha t God makes ins t ruments to work His will. 

If b u t tha t will we can arrive to know, 
N o r tamper with the weights of good and ill. 

So he went forth to bat t le , on the side 

T h a t h e felt clear was Liber ty 's and Right ' s , 
As in his peasant boyhood he had piled 

His warfare with rude nature 's thwar t ing migh t s— 

T h e uncleared forest, t he unbroken soil, 
T h e iron-bark, that t u rns the laborer's ax, 

T h e rapid tha t o 'e rbears t he boa tman ' s toil, 
T h e prairie, hiding the mazed wanderer ' s t racks, 

T h e ambushed Indian, and the prowling bea r— 
Such were the needs tha t helped his youth to train ; 

R o u g h cu l tu re—but such t rees large fruit m a y bear , 
If but their stocks be of right girth and grain. 

So he grew up, a destined work to do, 
And lived to do i t ; four long suffering years, 

Ill-fate, ill-fortune, ill-report, lived th rough , 
A n d then he heard the hisses changed to cheers, 

T h e taunts to tr ibute, t he abuse to praise, 
A n d took both with the same unwaver ing mood ; 

Till, as he came on light, f rom dark l ing days, 
A n d seemed to touch the goal f rom where he s tood, 

A felon hand, between the goal and him, 
Reached from behind his back, a t r igger p r e s t — 

And those perplexed and patient eyes were dim, 
Those gaunt , long-laboring limbs were laid to r e s t ! 

T h e words of mercy were upon his lips, 
Forgiveness in his hear t and on his pen, 

When this vile murderer b rough t swift eclipse 
T o thoughts of peace on earth, good will to men. 

T h e Old Wor ld and the New, from sea to sea, 
Ut te r one voice of sympa thy and shame ! 

Sore heart, so s topped when it at last bea t high, 
Sad life, cut short just as its t r iumph came. 

A deed accurs t ! Strokes have been struck before 
By the assassin's hand, whereof men doub t 

If more of horror or disgrace they bore ; 
But thy foul crime, like Cain's, s tands darkly o u t 

Vile hand, tha t brandest murder on a strife, 
Wha te ' e r its grounds, s toutly and nobly striven ; 

And with the martyr 's crown crownest a life 
With much to praise little to be forgiven ! 



A F T E R T H E B U R I A L . 

Writ ten for the " Boston G l o b e ' s " Garfield Memorial Edition, Sept . 27, 1881. 

I . 

FA L L E N with au tumn ' s falling leaf, 
E r e ye t his summer ' s noon was past, 

Our friend, our guide, our t rusted ch ie f— 
W h a t words can match a woe so vast , 

And whose the chartered claim to speak 
T h e sacred grief where all have part , 

W h e n sorrow saddens every cheek 
A n d broods in every aching hear t ? 

Yet nature prompts the bu rn ing phrase 
Tha t thrills the hushed and shrouded hall, 

T h e loud lament , t he sorrowing praise, 
T h e silent tear that love let 's fall. 

In loftiest verse, in lowliest rhyme, 
Shall strive unblamed the minstrel choi r— 

T h e singers of the new-born time 
A n d trembling age with outworn lyre. 

N o room for pride, no place for b l a m e — 
W e fling our bosoms on the grave 

Pale—scentless—faded—all we claim, 
This on ly—what we had we gave. 

Ah , could the grief of all who mourn 
Blend in one voice its bit ter cry. 

T h e wail to Heaven ' s high arches borne 
Wou ld echo th rough the caverned sky. 

II. 

O happiest land whose peaceful choice 
Fills with a breath its empty throne ! 

God, speaking th rough thy people.s voice, 
Has made that voice for once his own. 

N o angry passion shakes the s tate 
Whose weary servant seeks for rest 

A n d who could fear tha t scowling hate 
Wou ld strike at tha t unguarded breast ? 

H e stands, unconscious of his doom 
In manly s trength, erect, s e rene— 

Around him summer spreads he r b l o o m — 
H e fal ls—what hor ro r clothes the scene ! 

How swift t he sudden flash of woe 
W h e r e all was br ight as chi ldhood's dream 1 

As if f rom heaven 's ethereal bow 
H a d leaped the l ightning's a r rowy gleam. 

Blot the foul deed from history 's page— 
Le t not t he all be t raying sun 

Blush for the day tha t stains an age 
W h e n murder ' s b lackest wreath was won. 

Pale on his couch the sufferer lies, 
T h e weary bat t leground of pain ; 

Love t ends his pillow, science tries 
He r every art, alas ! in vain. 

T h e strife endures how long ! how long ! 
Life, death, seem balanced in the scale, 

While round his bed a viewless th rong 
Awaits each morrow's changing tale. 

In realms the deser t ocean parts 
„ W h a t myr iads watch with tear-filled eyes. 
His pulse beats echoing in their hearts , 

His breathing counted with their sighs I 

Slowly the stores of life are spent , 
Yet hope still batt les with despair— 

Will Heaven not yield when knees are bent ? 
Answer, O T h o u t h a t heares t p raye r ! 

But silent is the brazen s k y — 
On sweeps the me teo r ' s threatening t ra in— 

Unswerving Na tu re ' s mute reply, 
Bound in her admant ine chain. 

Not ours the verdict to decide 
W h o m death shall claim or skill shall save : 

T h e hero ' s life t hough Heaven denied 
It gave our land a martyr ' s grave. 



N o r count the teaching vainly sent 
H o w human hearts their griefs may share— 

The lesson woman 's love has lent, 
W h a t hope may do, what faith can bear 1 

Farewell! the leaf-strown earth enfolds 
Our stay, our pride, our hopes, our fears, 

And au tumn 's golden sun beholds 
A nation bowed, a world in tears. 

O L I V E R W E N D E L L HOLMES. 

CHAPTER XXI. 

Additional Tributes to President McKinley—Messages from 
Crowned Heads—Canada Observes the Day of Obse-
quies—All Business Suspended Throughout Our Country. 

REPLYING to Mrs. McKinley's acknowledgment of his tele-
gram of sympathy, King Edward telegraphed to Ambas-

sador Choate: 
" Please convey to Mrs. McKinley my best thanks for her 

kind message. The Queen and I feel most deeply for her in the 
hour of her great affliction and pray that God may give her 
strength to bear her heavy cross. Our thoughts will to-day be 
especially with the American nation when its distinguished Presi-
dent is laid to rest. " E D W A R D R." 

Throughout Ontario the day of the funeral was observed as 
a day of mourning for the late President McKinley. In accord-
ance with instructions from Ottawa, the schools and courts in 
Toronto and other cities were closed. Memorial services, attended 
by crowds, were held by the leading churches, where tributes 
were paid to the martyred President and his favorite hymns were 
sung. 

The Dominion Methodist Church at Ottawa was crowded 
with those who took part in the memorial services. Rev. S. G. 
Bland, Methodist, and Rev. A. A. Cameron, Baptist, delivered 
brief sermons and all the other Protestant denominations assisted 
in the service. In front of the pulpit the Union Jack and the 
Stars and Stripes were crossed and draped in black. The church 
was also draped and decorated and the choir was all in 
black. 

Rev. Mr. Bland spoke of McKinley as a typical American 
citizen and said that a country which could produce such men as 
Lincoln, Garfield and McKinley could not be called a failure. 

416 
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All the Cabinet Ministers who were in the city and who could 
possibly attend were present at the service. Colonel Turner, the 
United States Consul General, was present. 

Sir Thomas Lipton said, on board his steam yacht, the 
"Erin," referring to the shooting of the President: " I was 
stunned on receiving the news. I could feel no worse if it had 
been King Edward himself who had been shot I am sure that 
every Britisher extends the hand of sympathy to all Americans 
in this sad affair." 

" 'Twas as the general pulse 
Of life stood still, and Nature made a pause. 
An awful pause ! Prophetic of her end." 

P A U S E O F A C O N T I N E N T . 

Solemn and impressive beyond the power of words to describe 
was that deathlike pause of a continent when the last sad rites 
were being paid at Canton. Those who saw the mighty crowds 
in all our cities when, at the first stroke of the tolling bells, all 
motion ceased, all heads were bared, and the silence of death fell 
upon the scene, to be emphasized a moment later by the stifled 
sobs of women, will never forget the scene. 

All over the continent similar scenes were being enacted. 
The factory, the forge and the loom were stilled. Steamships 
upon the waters and railway trains climbing the mountains and 
crossing the plains stood still, while eighty millions of people 
with bowed heads thought only of their dead President, borne to 
his last resting place in the little cemetery in Ohio. 

Affecting obsequies were held in Westminster Abbey and 
St. Paul's, the services being attended by throngs as deeply 
moved as those that filled the churches throughout the United 
States. All round the globe there was mourning. The whole 
civilized world took part in the funeral of the beloved Chief 
Magistrate of the American people. He is gone, but his story 
remains to inspire the struggling youth of his country, and his 
character to help future generations in forming sweet, patriotic 
and lofty ideals of life and conduct. 

" 'Old Glory' hangs low and the gentle wind's breath 
Seems to touch with sweet k indness the emblems of death, 
There ' s a tear in t he eye and a weight on the heart , 
A n d a cloud in the sky that will not depar t . 

" We prayed he might live : Thou hast answered our prayer . 
In a way we least t hough t in our dep ths of despair. 
H e lives and shall live until T ime is no more, 
A n d the Ship of S ta te g rounds on Eterni ty 's shore. 

" F o r to live was to leave all the laurels he 'd won, 
And , taking T h y hand, wh i spe r , ' T h y will be done. ' 
His life showed a man on whom man could rely. 
His death showed the world how a Christian can die ." 

S T R I K I N G S E N T E N C E S F R O M T H E E U L O G I E S . 

" The cause of this universal mourning is to be found in the 
man himself ."—Rev. C. E. Manchester's Funeral Address at Canton. 

" One hundred thousand preachers in 100,000 sermons could 
not have taught as much as these last words : 1 It is God's way ; 
His will, not ours, be done.' "—Rev. Dr. Henry C. McCook. 

" In the temple of American honor another is written among 
the immortals."—Rev. O. B. Millgaris Opening Prayer 

" An obedient and affectionate son, patriotic and faithful as a 
soldier, honest and upright as a citizen, tender and devoted as a 
husband, and truthful, generous, unselfish, moral and clean in 
every relation of life."—Grover Cleveland. 

" He was never so much alive as now. It is God's way."— 
Rev. John R. Paxton. 

" He has intensified and energized our love of country and 
our devotion to our political institutions."—Cardinal Gibbons. 

" I know of nothing more sublime in all the roll of martyrs 
or heroes than the calm and child-like resignation with which he 
said, ' It is God's way ; His will be done.' "—James M. Beck. 

" Whatever he did, was done for the general welfare ; like 
Lincoln and Garfield, he was too good an American to care to be 
r ich."—Wayne MacVeagh. 
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A leading journal thus voices the popular feeling : 
" Once more thy head is bowed in dreadful shame, 

O Liber ty ! T h y cheeks are wet with tears ! 
Once more the far off skeptic speaks thy name 

A n d on his fellows' faces notes t he sneers! 
Out f rom the darkness of t he drear, dead years 

T h e foul old crimson claw again is thrust , 
Once more the voice of doub t assails our ears, 
Once more we press our faces to the dus t , 
But in our hear ts , thank God, there still is t rust . 
O Freedom, though they strike thee down, thy head 

Shall still be raised, and still t hy voice shall guide ! 
A n d thou shall even grasp and crush the red, 

Smeared hand whose ugly stain is on thy side ! 
T h o u g h sobs are heard where yesterday the pride 

Of honor and of s t rength had ample tongue. 
Though doubters may be eager to deride, 

Still hope, thank God, is ou r s—thank God, the young 
Brave hear t beats on that is so sadly wrung. " 

G R A N D E U R O F H I S C A R E E R . 

Another journal thus expresses the national sorrow: 
H e the more fortunate 1 yea, he ha th finished ! 

For him there is no longer any future. 
H i s life is br ight—bright without spot it was 
A n d cannot cease to be. N o ominous hour 
Knocks at his door with tidings of mishap. 
F a r off is he, above desire and fear ; 
N o more submitted to the change and chance 
Of the uns teady planets. O, 'tis well 
Wi th him.' 

"Nothing has given more dignity and grandeur to the career 
of the departed President than his dying hour. Of all the 
impressive words that he has spoken in his lifetime, and they 
were very many, none are so sure of immortal remembrance as 
his last conscious message, 4 It is God's way ; His will be done.' 
In these words flashed forth for the last time on earth the soul 
of William McKinley, a touching, thrilling revelation of his pro-
found faith, his undying trust in God, and of his submissive yet 
courageous manhood. Who has faced the King of Terrors more 

intrepidly, more nobly? He was summoned in the fulness of 
earthly achievement, honor and triumph, at the summit of his 
powers, and in the midst of duty well done in an exalted past, to 
the rewards of those who are faithful unto death. 

" It is well to-day with the martyred President. His taking 
off, as he himself fully recognized, is a part of the inscrutable 
plan of God's rule and government, to which we are all, from 
the most exalted to the humblest, subject. This is a startling 
reminder that this is a world in which there are no accidents. 
There are none such in the economy of God. 

A S T O U N D E D A T T H E C R I M E . 

"The ways of Providence are beyond searching. Ex-Presi-
dent Cleveland, in referring to the sad event, said that in the 
gloom surrounding the third presidential murder it is hard 
to repress ' a feeling of stunning amazement that in free America, 
blessed with" a conservative government consecrated to popular 
welfare and contentment, the danger of the assassin should 
ever encompass the faithful discharge of the highest official duty. 
It is hard at such a time as this to await calmly and patiently 
the unfolding of the purpose of God.' 

" The only answer is, ' It is God's way ; His will be done.' 
We cannot fathom the Divine purposes in the awful event. This 
we know, that it has brought a common bereavement, impressed 
upon us the oneness of American citizenship in moments of 
national loss or danger. We divide into parties and factions; we 
clamor for diverse national political policies, and differ noisily 
about this course of action and that. There are strenuous periods 
when the people seem to have no common interest, and proclaim 
that their differences aTe irreconcilable. But when the President 
is stricken the whole country is united by the solemn event, and 
it is revealed how helpful, how necessary it is that we should be 
reminded that we are one people, with one destiny and one hope. 
The discipline of sorrow and bereavement is always hard to under-
stand and to bear. We must bow to it. ' It is God's way ; His 
will be done.' 



4 2 0 A D D I T I O N A L T R I B U T E S T O P R E S I D E N T M c K I N L E Y . 

« The sad event has bound in closer ties the English speaking 
, I The death of Queen Victoria brought out a wonderful 

T p r ^ i o n r f o i W iu the United States. It was beyond imagiu 

s a s ^ ^ f e ^ a s : 
i S s f J S V U T h e E n g l i s h ^ n e w s p a p e r s h a v e £ o n e i n t o 

m o u r n i n g . 
E N G L I S H C O U R T I N M O U R N I N G . 

" King Edward has commanded the court to go into mourning 

political sense, but are „nyn^sympathy. T h ^ e n s of sincere 

human nature, and we 

trust are the harbingers of the millennial peace. 

No less touching is the eulogy that follows : 
" I n the course of his splendid eulogy Fonounced at the 

s s s r s : a r w a : ¿ r f - • - -

recognition of the superb manhood that was in him, a quality 
which always reveals itself to the ' plain people,' of whom Lin-
coln spoke always with the profoundest respect and affection, and 
with whom McKinley and Lincoln and the greatest of earth have 
been proud to claim kinship. 

"That President McKinley was a popular President was 
made sufficiently evident in his lifetime by his success in the 
political arena ; but it was by his death that we fully appreciated 
how firm was his hold on the affections and regard of the Ameri-
can people. His taking off came like a family bereavement, and 
the universal sorrow carried with it a feeling of personal loss. 
The nation ceased its toil. The wheels of industry stopped. In 
every city and village in the land memorial services were held. 
In the solemn observances yesterday all sects and creeds and all 
earthly divisions and distinctions were effaced in the common 
bereavement. 

H O N O R E D B Y H I S O P P O N E N T S . 

"Some of the finest tributes to President McKinley's memory 
came from his political opponents. He has joined the immortals. 
We may say of him, as Beecher said of Lincoln : 

" ' In the midst of this great continent his dust shall rest a 
sacred treasure to myriads who shall pilgrim to that shrine to 
kindle anew their zeal and their patriotism.' 

" The nation comes forth from its affliction confident of its 
future, rejoicing in its strength, and, we believe, more thoroughly 
united than it has ever been. It was the frequently expressed 
wish of President McKinley that the sectionalism that still lingers 
among us as the reminiscence of old strifes should be abolished. 
May we not hope that this wish will be fully realized ? At no 
time has the outlook for the national prosperity been more prom-
ising. We have reached another ' era of good feeling' in our 
domestic politics. The conciliatory, just and patriotic motives 
and policy of the late President did much to soften partisan 
rancor. 

" His reciprocity policy, as outlined in his Buffalo speech, 



his last formal utterance on political themes, make for industrial 
peace and a compromise between those holding diverse economical 
opinions. Abroad the United States is universally respected as 
one of the world's greatest Powers, standing for international 
good will The new head of the nation represents the spirit ot 
the new American age, and by inclination as well as by his direct 
pledge will continue the policies which have been so successfu ly 
developed by President McKinley, and have received the popular 
approval at the polls. . , . 

"Our Ship of State will not always find smooth seas, but it 
has weathered many a stormy cape in safety. The loss of three 
Presidents by assassination, and a Civil War which brought the 
nation to the severest test of its self-saving power, cautions us 
that the freest and most beneficent Government, formed to avoid 
the oppressions and wrongs of despotism, cannot expect exemption 
from peril The nation has been sufficient for its self-preserva-
tion in the darkest hour. It faces the f u t u r e as a strong man 
faces the duties and the responsibility of a uew day." 

R E S P E C T A N D A D M I R A T I O N . 

Many civic bodies gave expression to their respect and 
admiration for Mr. McKinley by formally passing resolutions, 
accompanied by glowing speeches at the time of their adoption. 
One of the greatest demonstrations of this kind was by the Union 
League, of" Philadelphia. One of the resolutions was the fol-
lowing : 

"That the Union League expresses unbounded admiration 
of his private character, which was a model in all of life's relations 
A kindly man, whose genial presence prompted confidence that 
was never betrayed ; a tender husband, whose l o v i n g devotion was 
a perfect type of marital life; an upright Christian, whose daily 
life and brave death is an inspiration, his untimely taking oil has 
called forth the heartfelt sympathy of the civilized world. 

In speaking of the resolution United States Senator Penrose 
said : " For 2000 miles I have traveled across the American conti-

nent, starting the day on which the President died, and I shall 
never forget the extraordinary scene which was witnessed every 
mile of the route. Great crowds at every station, all classes and 
conditions, very many in the Western part of our great country 
of the opposite political party, and all in hushed expectation to 
receive the latest details of the President's death, all oppressed 
with a sense of humiliation and shame and indignation that such 
an event could have happened in free America. 

" Even while passing through the portion of country where 
the prosperity of the people has been affected by the decline in 
the value of silver there was sorrow and indignation at this dread-
ful event which has occurred in the history of our country. I 
came to the town which was his home and there were people from 
all over the United States, but particularly from the adjacent por-
tions of Ohio, men had brought their wives and their children and 
had driven for miles. They thronged the streets and stood there 
until late in the afternoon that they might catch a passing glimpse 
of the hearse containing the body of their beloved President." 

W R E A T H S O F P O E T R Y . 

Poets, in graceful verse, sang the praises of the martyred 
President, as will be seen from the following effusions : 

« < Neare r to Thee, ' with dying lips he spoke 
T h e sacred words of Christian hope and cheer, 

As toward the Valley of the Shadow passed 
His calm, heroic soul tha t knew not fear. 

' T h y will be done ; ' the anxious watchers heard 
T h e faint, low whisper in the silent room ; 

Ear th ' s darkness merg ing fast into the dawn, 
Eternal Day for Night of sombre gloom. 

1 I t is God 's w i l l ; ' as he had lived he d i ed— 
Sta tesman and soldier, fearing not to bea r 

Fa te ' s heavy cross ; while swift from sea to sea 
Rolled the deep accents of a nat ion's prayer. 

* Dus t unto d u s t ; ' in solemn state he lies 
W h o bowed t o Death, ye t won a deathless name, 

A n d wears in t r iumph on his marble brow 
T h e mar tyr ' s crown, the hero 's wreath of fame. ' ' 



It is fitting that we should find a place here for Walt 
Whitman's lines on the death of Lincoln : 

" H u s h e d be the camps to-day, 
A n d soldiers, let us d r a p e our war-worn weapons 
A n d each with musing soul retire t o celebrate 
O u r dear commander ' s dea th . 

N o more for him life's s tormy conflicts, 
N o r victory, nor defea t—no more time's dark events, 
Charging like ceaseless clouds across the sky. 

But sing, poet , in our name, 
Sing of t he love we bore h im—because you, dwellers in camps, knew 

it t ruly. 

As they invault the coffin there , 
S ing—as t h e y close the doors of ea r th upon h i m — o n e verse, 
For the heavy hearts of soldiers." 

S E N A T O R F O R A K E R ' S E U L O G Y . 

One of the most eloquent eulogies on Mr. McKinley came 
from United States Senator Foraker, who was long and intimately 
associated with him. The Senator said: 

" In the vigor of robust manhood; at the very height of his 
powers ; in the possession of all his faculties ; in the midst of a 
great work of world-wide importance ; in the enjoyment of the 
admiration, love and affection of all classes of our people to a 
degree never before permitted to any other man ; at a time of pro-
found peace, when nothing was occurring to excite the pas-
sions of men ; when we were engaged in a celebraion of the 
triumphs of art, science, literature, commerce, civilization and all 
that goes to make up the greatest prosperity, advancement and 
happiness the world has ever known; surrounded by thousands of 
his countrymen,, vying with each other in demonstrations of friend-
ship and good-will, the President of the United States, without a 
moment's warning, was stricken down by an assassin, who, while 
greeting him with one hand shot him to death with the other. 

"We can scarce realize that such a crime was possible, 
much less that it has been actually committed, and our sorrow is 

yet too fresh, our grief too poignant and our indignation too acute 
for us to contemplate it dispassionately or discuss it considerately. 

"But, while we can't now speak becomingly of the murderer 
and his awful crime, we can fittingly employ this hour to com-
memorate the virtues of his victim and to recount, in part at least, 
his great services to his country. 

" The allotted age of man is three-score and ten, but William 
McKinley was not yet 59 when his career ended. In these short 
years he did a wondrous work. In its accomplishment he was 
unaided by fortuitous circumstances. He was of humble origin 
and without influential friends, except as he made them. 

" He died proud of his work and in the just expectation that 
time will vindicate his wisdom, his purpose and his labors—and 
it will. 

T H E C R O W N I N G T R I U M P H . 

" What he was not permitted to finish will be taken up by 
other hands, and when the complete, crowning triumph comes, it 
will rest upon the foundations he has laid. 

" His great loss to the country will not be in connection with 
policies now in process of solution, but rather in connection with 
new questions. What he has marked out and put the impress of 
his great name upon will receive the unquestioned support of his 
own party and of the great majority of the American people. He 
had so gained the confidence of his followers and the whole 
country in his leadership that practically all differences of opinion 
on new propositions would have yielded to his judgment. 

" And when the dread hour of dissolution overtook him and 
the last touching farewell had been spoken he sank to rest mur-
muring 'Nearer, My God, to Thee.' This was his last triumph 
and his greatest. His whole life was given to humanity, but in 
his death we find his most precious legacy. 

" The touching story of that touching deathbed scene will rest 
on generations yet unborn like a soothing benediction. Such 
Christian fortitude and resignation give us a clearer conception of 
what was in the Apostle's mind when he exclaimed, ' O, death, 
where is thy sting? O, grave, where is thy victory ?' " 



CHAPTER XXII. 

Personal Traits of Mr. M c K i n l e y - R e m i n i s c e n c e s of His 
T o y h J o d Anecdotes and Incidents_His Kind H e a r t -
S o n for Old Friends.—Never Swerved from the Path 

of Duty. 

1 O V A L T Y l . . 1 1 ( „ „ d . , . b » l . l . b - ' 

t s s h ^ & s s f g ^ 
smith from Minerva, Columbiana county, O Mr Adams « n e 
to Washington at the President's invitation, but had no dea ot 

me if X did not want to come to Washington. Well I wa pre y 
busv fixing up things on the farm just then, so I said no, I would 
come t o T e n L t o n l The President laughed and said 

S ^ J ^ P » ^ C ' e t " p T 4 ? e l d 
Aiexanuci a i P l l l ffy t o s e e V ou, ' and asked me 

1 -'is',1." ¡crsisrr r i r -

Capitol and admission to the inauguration ball. 
A lady in Ohio has a souvenir of Mr. McKinley which she 

prizet very highly. It is a stanza written by him when twelve 
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years old, conveying to this lady, who was then a schoolgirl, a 
sentiment which impressed his mind at that time. The following 
is a fac-simile of the stanza, penned, as the reader will see, iu the 
careful handwriting of a schoolboy : 

In this little incident we see revealed the character of the 
man. Probably if Mr. McKinley in his last days had seen the 
stanza he wrote to his "Friend Lucy," he would have smiled at 
the innocence of boyhood, but he would not have disapproved of 
the sentiment he then expressed. 

C O L O N E L B O N N E R ' S R E M I N I S C E N C E S . 

Colonel J. C. Bonner, Collector of Customs, was probably 
closer to President McKinley personally than any other man in 
Toledo. When the nation lost a President, Colonel Bonner lost 
a friend—a friend so near and dear that he does not hesitate to 
say that to him he owes his success. Colonel Bonner credits the 
late President with starting him on the road which has led to his 
present position. When interviewed, Colonel Bonner, deeply 
affected, paid the President, his friend, a great personal tribute, 
and, on solicitation, related several incidents, personal recollec-
tions, which had been impressed on his memory. 

He told of his first acquaintance with Mr. McKinley. Away 
back in the earliest nineties Colonel Bonner was engaged in the 
manufacture of brushes. Politics was then with him a pastime, 
and relaxation from business cares. At that time Colonel Bonner 



was Chairman of the Lucas County Republican Executive Com-
mittee, and Mr. McKinley was then Congressman McKinley, and 
Chairman of the House Committee on Ways and Means. 

The tariff bill which bears Mr. McKinley's name was at that 
time being prepared. Mr. Bonner, in the manufacture of brushes, 
was painfully aware that the American made goods were kept out 
of the American markets because of the cheapness with which 
the German product could be manufactured and placed on sale 
here. He determined, if possible, to effect a remedy. 

He went to Washington, called at the office of Congressman 
McKinley, which the latter always called his " den," and without 
ceremony or red tape of any sort, was received. At first sight 
Mr. Bonner was much impressed with him, and, as afterwards 
proved, the liking was mutual. Mr. Bonner stated his business. 
The country was being flooded with foreign made goods ; in this 
instance, toothbrushes, which were sold at so low a price that the 
American made product could not well compete. 

T W I C E A C R O S S T H E O C E A N . 

The bones of which the handles were made were sawed up in 
Chicago, then shipped to Germany, made up and shipped back 
and sold at a lower price than Bonner and the five other firms in 
this country could furnish them at. 

" But I am told," said Mr. McKinley, " in letters from great 
houses in Philadelphia and New York, that they are satisfied 
with the present conditions, and that they do not think it neces-
sary for a tariff on toothbrushes." 

He named the firms, and then Mr. Bonner explained that 
these were great wholesale houses which bought all their goods 
in Germany when possible, only patronizing the local manufac-
turers when forced to. 

" I see," said the Congressman, " I thought there was some-
thing wrong here. How much of a tariff do you believe to be 
necessary to protect American interests?" Mr. Bonner said 
forty per cent, would do. " Forty per cent, it shall be," said Mr. 
McKinley. And forty per cent, it was made and remained. 

When President McKinley first ran for governor it was pro-
posed that he should make a speech in Toledo. The candidate 
had appeared but once before in this city and then only at a 
banquet at which he had responded to a toast. There were 
f a c t i o n a l differences in the Republican camp in Lucas county at 
that time, and it was feared that the meeting would have the 
appearance of a frost, but Mr. Bonner and several others deter-
mined that Mr. McKinley should be heard there. 

Some thought that a committee of two was all that was 
necessary to go down to Sandusky and meet him, and escort him 
But opinions differed and twenty prominent citizens guaranteed 
$2oo in the way of tickets and the Wheeling & Lake Erie road 
put on a special train, allowing the local managers to put on 
whatever crowd it desired. 

A G R E A T T U R N - O U T . 

The result of it was that nine carloads of people were taken 
to Sandusky to greet the candidate and bring him to Toledo A 
flat car was fitted up and decorated and festooned and an artillery 
battery was placed on board. On the way to Sandusky, through 
the Democratic fastnesses of Ottawa and Sandusky count.es the 
cannon boomed out Republican defiance to Democratic hosts, and 
it was feared that the return trip would be marred by the assem-
bly of angry crowds and vengeance wreaked xn some manner. 

Sandusky reached, Candidate McKinley was certainly sur-
prised at the size of his reception committee and after a street 
parade the train was boarded for the t op to Toledo. All along 
the route, where cannon had boomed an hour before, great crowds 

assembled.^ ^ r m s h a d b e e n b u i l t a n d n o t h i n g would do 

but the candidate must make a speech. This was repeated at 
every station. The news spread to Toledo and when he amved 
the streets were crowded, packed, jammed. So great was the 

wd that but a small percentage could pack w.thm Memona 
Hall, and it was necessary for the candidate to speak at several 
places along the march to the hall. 



At the corner of Jefferson and Superior streets one speech 
was made, aud outside the hall itself another. The " Father of the 
McKinley Bill " had set the town on fire. There was no longer 
any doubt as to how he would be received in Toledo. Neither 
this nor subsequent visits were frosts. 

When Mr. McKinley was elected governor he appointed 
Mr. Bonner upon his personal staff in spite of great pressure 
from great powers to make the appointment in another direction. 
To illustrate how strictly President McKinley did his duty, 
despite what effect it might have upon him personally, Colonel 
Bonner tells of an incident which occurred during a political con-
vention at Columbus, when McKinley was governor, and when 
Mr. Bonner was chairman of the state committee. 

D U R I N G T H E G R E A T S T R I K E S . 

It was during the great mining troubles and railroad strikes 
in the Wheeling Creek district and the State was in an uproar 
because of them. Colonel Bonner was much about the govern-
or's office, at the latter's invitation, having charge of the conven-
tion arrangements and it being thought advisable that he should 
be in touch with Governor McKinley, thus being an eyewitness 
of the incident. At this time, it must be remembered, the friends 
of Governor McKinley were booming him for the presidential 
nomination. 

Private Secretary James Boyle came in and announced that a 
prominent politician was without and desired to speak to him. The 
governor was occupied and it was so reported to the gentleman. 
" Tell him," said the politician " that it is a matter of great 
importance." This was done. The Wheeling Creek rioters were 
at that time sullen and growling 

Every means had been used to quiet them without a show of 
force. The subject of calling out the militia had been broached. 
The prominent politician sent in this message to the governor: 
"Tell him," said the message brought in by Mr. Boyle that " in 
my opinion if he calls out the State militia he will never become 
President of the United States." 

Quick as a flash, with the delivery of this message, Governor 
McKinley turned to his secretary and said: " You return to 
this man and tell him that we will take care of the strike first, 
and the presidency afterward." 

Inside of three hours every regiment of the State militia, 
except the First regiment, had been called out, and was en route 
to the scene of the trouble. The strike was settled, not a life was 
lost in the settlement, and despite the warning of the politician, 
Governor McKinley became President not only once, but twice. 

When McKinley was governor, a daring bank robbery 
occurred at Columbus Grove. The robber entered the bank and shot 
down an innocent bystander. An arrest for murder followed, and 
conviction. The case went to the governor. Great stress was 
laid on the fact that the evidence upon which the man's guilt was 
established was circumstantial. The governor went into the case, 
examined it thoroughly and convinced himself that the prisoner 
was guilty. When the day before the execution came, Governor 
McKinley came to Toledo the guest of Colonel Bonner. He 
wanted to get away from the influence of the men who would 
move heaven and earth to save their friend. 

F O L L O W E D B Y T E L E G R A M S . 

But his escape from Columbus had been discovered and score 
upon score of telegrams followed him here, or even preceded his 
arrival. Colonel Bonner told the governor that there were a lot 
of telegrams for him. 

"Just keep the telegrams," he replied. His face was d r a w 
and showed suppressed emotion as it always did when he was 
excited. A man's life was in his hand—he was confident that he 
was guilty—he knew it to be his duty to allow the law to take its 
c o u r s e — a n d yet the greatest sort of pressure was being taken to 
force him to pardon or to reprieve. 

"Bonner," he said, as the evening grew into the night and 
the hour for the execution of the law's victim approached, " isn't 
there some way of telegraphic communication with Columbus, 
with the prison ? " 



A walk down to a newspaper office was suggested. Arrived 
there the hour was growing close to midnight, and the day was 
close to Friday, hangman's day. The first intimation of the 
approaching tragedy was the bulletin to the tf****^ 
tentiary warden had entered the prison cell and had read the 
¿ a t h warrant. Other particulars followed rapidly but nothing 
o what the governor was waiting for. The death march was 
bulletined, the last clang of the cell doors, the heavy respiration 
even of tlie accused and convicted. The governor's emotion was 

I U T C N S E - M A D E A F U L L C O N F E S S I O N . 

" Is there nothing from the man himself?" he exclaimed. 
Finally it came, a full confession, just before the last act. 1 he 
coventor's face illumined. He had been right-the man was 
guilty—the man had admitted it. Again had- duty been done. 

Quite as impressive as anything else in the developments of 
the tragedy was the clear light in which they showed how Presi-
dent McKinley's personal charms and qualities as a man won the 
affection of the country. Particularly was this noticeable m 
Washington, where, from his long service in Congress and for 
more than four years in the Presidential chair he became known 
personally as to no other part of the country, except, perhaps, to 
his neighbors in Canton. Dr. David J. Hill, Assistant Secretary 
of State, once remarked to a friend when Mr. McKinley's person-
ality was under discussion, that if " t he Lord had ever breathed 
the breath of life into a more gracious and amiable man than Mr. 
McKinley," Dr. Hill had yet to find it out. This was a thoroughly 
characteristic estimate, and one that was by no means confined m 

its expression to occasions of grief. 
Mr. McKinley, according to the best estimates, always did 

the amiable and courteous thing. If he ever had any feeling of 
injured dignity or ill-temper, he never let it be discovered even by 
those nearest to him. Everybody who went to the White House 
came awav pleasantly impressed, whether he were Republican, 
Democrat; Populist, anti-Imperialist or Socialist; a negro a 
Chinese or a Caucasian. It has not been uncommon with other 

Presidents for men of more or less prominence to come away from 
the White House saying rather unpleasant things about the treat-
ment they had received. 

With McKinley it was different, and in that personal equation 
doubtless lay a large share of his success, as a public man and 
party leader, in securing acceptance of the policies for which he 
stood. When before, it was frequently asked, has a President 
carried the House of Representatives in three Congresses in suc-
session ? When before has a President sustained such friendly 
relations with the Senators that they have rejected none of his 
nominations for office, or that he, in turn, has had to veto none of 
their bills ? For this was substantially the situation. 

U N U S U A L C O U R T E S Y . 

The very few vetoes and rejected nominations, and their 
number was trifling, were rarely unwelcome to the other side, but 
were rather in the nature of the correction of errors due to newly 
discovered evidence. 

When the Secretary of the Anti-Imperialist League first 
visited Washington the President came out of a Cabinet meeting 
to receive him—a most unusual courtesy. Many a President who 
had been flattered as McKinley was would have taken affront at 
some of the utterances of the League, and, standing on his 
dignity, have refused altogether to see its representative. One of 
McKinley's predecessors steadily refused to see, during his term 
of office, an eminent doctor of divinity who several times called on 
public business, because he had as a preacher alluded to his 
alleged Sabbath-breaking propensities. 

President Arthur, with all that graciousness of manner which 
has associated itself with his name, proved a hard master for the 
clerical force in his immediate employ. If he desired a letter or 
a paper from the files for any purpose, he could brook no delay, 
and was seemingly unwilling to grant that time might be neces-
sary even for those who served a President. 

In fact, those who know the White House best, in its various 
aspects toward the public, are able to relate a great many inci-
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PERSONAL TRAITS OF MR. McKINLEY. 
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Mr. McKinley was so able to see both sides of questions, to 
recognize personal and local limitations, that his relation with 
the world and with the American public was wonderfully pleasant 
It will be recalled how enthusiastic the Democratic South became 
when, on his visit to that section, he allowed a Confederate badge, 
pinned playfully on the lapel of his coat, to remain there all day, 
and how he recommended that the Federal Government join with 
the Southern States in the care of the cemeteries in which were 
buried the Confederate dead. Wherever he went, North, East, 
West or South, he fell in so acceptably with the prevailing views 
and aspirations of the people as to win their most marked favor. 
By his diplomatic way, he led a great many persons to his 
manner of thinking, when they did not realize that they were 
being led. 

Among the facts belonging to President McKinley's career 
must be placed the heroic struggle of medical skill and science 
to prevent that career from being ended so suddenly. The story of 
what went on in the sick room reads more like fiction than reality. 

T H E D O C T O R S E N D O R S E D . 

" T h e Medical News," in its issue of September 21, printed a 
review of President McKinley's case from a medical point of view. 
The article recited the circumstances of the shooting and reprinted 
the official report of the autopsy and certain unofficial statements 
credited by the press to the doctors in attendance. It then takes 
up the subject of the gangrenous condition of the wound and in 
this connection says : 

" Gangrene, extensive as it was, seems to us not so different 
from others observed under analogous circumstances as to require 
the assumption of exceptional causes for its explanation. Necrosis 
of tissue of a thinner or thicker cylinder along the track of a 
bullet is thought to be the rule, and ordinarily it is easily taken 
care of by liquefaction and absorption. And necrosis, even of a 
considerable extent, in feeble patients, about a sutured wound is 
certainly not unknown, even if rare, and is explained by inter-
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recovery made by those in attendance after the fifth day. To us 
the progress of the case up to that time appears fully to have 
justified those assurances and the public anxiety to have required 
them." 

The review of the case closes with the following reference to 
the doctors: " They did their work skillfully and judiciously, 
their behavior was dignified, restrained and worthy of the best 
traditions of the profession, and they have the misfortune, when 
success seemed to have been secured, of seeing it overthrown by a 
complication which could not have been foreseen or avoided. 
They deserve our admiration and sympathy, not our criticism. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

Origin and Rise of A - ^ ^ 
^ r ^ T ^ ^ t President McKinley. 
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1 order, the believers m the rights ot £ J o n M a r c h 

phrased it, seized Paris in the name of tepuMic 
17, 1871, and held it until the nghtfu govern ^ 
regained control of the capital ou j a y j y - ^ ^ 
excesses of these two »ouths have uever ten ^ ^ ^ 
annals of war, and wrthou k ^ g t A e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
beholding a demonstration of whatt go r e v o l u t i o nis t s , 
ence would be like under he supremacy ot ^ ^ ^ 
known later as "anarchists, ^ ^ ^ V e i r beliefs, 
nient sobriquet to designate d d u r i n g t t e 

Neither Communism nor Anarchisn10 gi t o o k a m o s t 

Commune. On the contrarythe.gen ^ g o , s g r e w 
v i o l e n t shape in the S l a v and LaW ount ^ ^ ^ K a r l 
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n ^ C i n , Marx and philosophic idealists t o - ^ o a t s ^ ^ 
the Socialists proper, 

who believed in orderly reform and governmental methods, drew 
apart from the extremists, who met in what was really the first 
Anarchist congress in the world, held the same year at Samt-
Imier, Switzerland. . , • 

By this time, 1872, the extremists were well organized m 
most of the leading States of Enrope, particularly in Russia, and 
the Latin countries. In Italy, Counts Caffiero and Malatesta 
were followers of Baknnin and leaders in the movement. They 
had a large following, and the name by which they were known 
was Internationalists, and they constituted the " Federazione 
Internazionale dei Lavoratori'' (International Federation of 
Workers), with the motto, " Atheism, Anarchy and Collectivism, 
which was the Italian branch of Karl Marx's London organiza-
tion, but which from the first, owing to the disturbed state of 
things, politically and economically, in Italy, had taken a more 
radical turn. Marx might believe in a constructive, peaceful 
revolution of society. 

F L O U R I S H E D I N I T A L Y . 

Not so the Italians, who were anarchistic at the start. Con-
sequently from 1872 to 1880 the anarchist movement flourished 
in Italy, while in other and freer countries it languished save m 
Spain, and the Italians were at the head of every workers associa-
tion for economic purposes. In 1876 y ^ P 
the town of Benevento. Amongst the revolutionists there were 
Caffiero, the Russian revolutionist and writer, Stepniak, and 
others • but the movement was immediately suppressed by the 
government, which realized for the first time that Italy as wel 
as Europe was confronted by a new and very dangerous social 

movement ^ ^ p r o p a g a n d a o f a n arehism was largely due, it must 
be said, to the missionary work of those who took part m the 
so-called Social Democratic Alliance, which Baknnin foundedat 
Geneva, Switzerland, in 1868. The Alliance like the Inter-
national Association, was divided into a central committee and 
national bureaus. But together with this division went a secret 
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with into a national 
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B E C A M E M O R E V I O L E N T . 

The Alliance as a n o p e n organization did not last long as 

— t S ^ S S S ^ S 

S t S ^ i n l ^ S u -hich respected no one 

p u r e l y political idea that anarchists should in no way encourage 

" S t r u n d e ^ f l a d t r s C f t Reclus, officially blamed 
The P a r i s Com-nuL of g x for constituting itself into an organ 
zed government. As irresponsible as the 0 ~ e h , d been, tt 

had not been irresponsible enough for men like Reclus. 

Moreover, it was at the Berne convention that Count Mala-
testa, one of the evil geniuses of anarchy, who represented the 
Italian extremists, who at that time were one of the most powerful 
groups in Europe, took the step that has made anarchism the 
" red terror" ever since; for, in the name of the Italian Federation, 
he declared the necessity of joining the "insurrectional act" to 
the other means of propaganda. 

In 1878 the congress of Fribourg (in Switzerland) definitely 
adopted the propositions of Reclus explaining why its members 
were revolutionists, anarchists and collectivists; and it pronounced 
unanimously for the "collective appropriation of social riches, the 
abolition of the State under all its forms, for insurrectional and 
revolutionary action, and against the use of the ballot as a mis-
chievous instrument incapable of realizing the sovereignty of the 
people." R R B R E E D I N G R E V O L U T I O N . 

The propaganda of revolution was carried on throughout 
Europe with great vigor. In Russia it became allied with Nihil-
ism, and everywhere it spread hatred of government and all 
political and economic authority. In Italy, France and Spain 
the movement was particularly vigorous, and Spain from the '7o's 
had a strong influence in determining the orientation of the move-
ment. But it was not until 1881 that the Spanish Federation for the 
first time positively shutout all the weak-kneed brethren who still 
clung to Socialist organizations and had not yet utterly broken 
with all organized society. 

The propaganda of irresponsible individualism, of violence 
and of unreasoning hatred for any one in executive place, were he 
a devil or an angel, was openly advocated at the Anarchist con-
gress held at Barcelona in 1881. This Barcelona congress was 
the first exclusively Anarchist congress, since there—for the first 
t j m e — w a s n o question of fraternizing even with those extreme 
revolutionary Socialists that still admitted some principle of State 
authority. 

Whatever the Spanish Anarchists might have accomplished 
internationally, and there is no doubting their evil intentions, by 
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the use of explosives were recommended. A German living m 
London had proposed an amendment involving the forcible 
removal of all potentates after the manner of the assassination of 
the Russian Czar, but this was rejected as "a t present not yet 
suitable." 

The congress following this preliminary one took place 
in London, on July 14 to 19, 1881, and was attended by about 
forty delegates, the representatives of several hundred groups. 
It announced its principles as follows : 

A N N I H I L A T I O N O F R U L E R S . 

" T h e revolutionaries of all countries are uniting into an 
4 International Social Revolutionary Working Men's Association,' 
for the purpose of a social revolution. The headquarters of the asso-
ciation is at London, and sub-committees are formed 111 Pans, 
Geneva and New York. In every place where like minded sup-
porters exist, sections and an executive committee of three 
persons are to be formed. The committees of a country are to 
keep up with one another, and, with the central committee, 
regular communication by means of ^continual reports and 
information, and have to collect money for the purchase of poison 
and weapons, as well as to find places suitable for laying mines, 
and so on. To attain the proposed end, the annihilation of all 
rulers, ministers of State, nobility, the clergy, the most promi-
nent capitalists, and other exploiters, any means are permissible, 
and, therefore, great attention should be given specially to the 
study of chemistry and the preparation of explosives, as being 
the most important weapons. Together with the chiei committee 
in London, there will also be established an executive committee 
of international composition and an information bureau, whose 
duty is to carry out the decisions of the chief committee and to 
conduct correspondence." 

This congress and the decisions passed thereat had very far-
reaching and fateful consequences for the development of the 
anarchism of action. The executive committee set to work at 
once, and sought to carry out every point of the proposed pro-
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af times, however, has urged insurrect.onary movements, and 
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Russia, in which countries, during the latter part of the 7o's 
several attempts to assassinate those in power were made, the 
effort in Russia culminating in the killing of the Czar Alex-
ander II., in St. Petersburg, on March 13, 1881. 

From this time on the European governments realized that 
they were dealing with a formidable enemy of modern society 
and most of the stricter monarchical governments made every 
effort to stamp the organization out The Anarchists, revolution-
ary and philosophical, however, found an asylum iu Switzerland 
and in Great Britain and in the United States and the plotting of 
the various groups went on without much interruption save in 
Russia, where the police ruled with an iron hand. 

I N F A M O U S P L O T S . 

In the early 80's the United States had been the rendezvous 
for a large number of German and Slavic, Russian, Poles and 
Swiss refugees driven out of Europe by the repressive measures 

- following hard upon the assassination of the Czar. These revo-
lutionists settled down in New York and Chicago chiefly where 
they formed two large groups, devoted to plotting against the 
Government and any of its agents, and encouraging discontent. 
One of the most conspicuous of these agitators was Most, who 
came over in 1883, having found London too hot for him. He 
kept up a red-hot agitation and was fond of saying that the time 
had come for bullets and not for ballots. 

In Chicago the group grew very bold and when an effort was 
made to break up one of their meetings held in Haymarket 
Square, on May 4, 1886, at which they were proclaiming 
revolutionary doctrines, a bomb was thrown and seven policemen 
were killed,, and a large number injured. Seven of the ring-
leaders were arrested, tried and convicted and four were executed 
on November 11, 1887, two others being imprisoned for life, and 
the third sentenced to fifteen years in the penitentiary. This 
outbreak made a profound impression on the public mind and by 
reason of the summary execution and the general hostility the 
open avowal of anarchy was for the moment suppressed. 
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natural outgrowth of the undisturbed existence of these groups 
in and about New York. 

The assassination of King Humbert warned all governments 
that the time had come to combine against the anarchists, but a 
year had not gone by before an Italian boy, named Sipido, tried 
to kill the then Prince of Wales while he was entering a railway 
car in Brussels, and the craze seemed to be unabated, the situ-
ation thus developed at the beginning of the twentieth century 
forming a problem which Europe has tried to deal with collec-
tively, but in vain, as all plans at concerted action have come to 
naught, though the view is gaining in Great Britain, as well as 
in the rest of Europe and in the United States, that something 
must be done to scotch those who boldly proclaim themselves, 
whether as dreamy philosophers or actual plotters, the enemies 
of all human society. 

F I R S T M A R T Y R E D P R E S I D E N T . 

The first time that the American people were called upon to 
mourn for an assassinated President was when Abraham Lincoln 
fell by a shot from John Wilkes Booth's pistol, in Ford's Theatre, 
at Washington, on the night of April 14, 1865. Mr. Liucolu had 
attended a Cabinet meeting on that day, and in the evening, 
accompanied by Mrs. Lincoln, Miss Harris, of Albany, and her 
half-brother, Major Henry R. Rathbone, had goue to the theatre 
to witness the performance of "Our American Cousin." 

While the play was in progress a shot was heard, and a 
man was seen to jump from the President's box on to the stage, 
brandishing a pistol. Those who sat near the stage heard him 
shout in a theatrical manner, "Sic semper tyrannis—the South 
is avenged !" He rushed to the rear of the building, mounted a 
horse, which had beeu kept iu waiting for him, and dashed away. 
The President was carried to a house opposite the theatre, where 
he passed away, surrounded by his family, on the morning of 
A P r Oi/the same night that he was shot by .John Wilkes Booth, 
an assassin entered the room of William H. Seward, who lay ill 
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t w e l v T e l ; S s X the assassination be was foun . a b a ^ 

t s - - - r k e 

decorated with flags and bunting. 
F L A G S I N M O U R N I N G . 

There were no orders issued to that effect, 'but b y — 
consent edges of mourning were X t t o f f e w h o u ^ a f e r 
s t r e a m e r s e v e r y h o u s e 

t h e n e w s o f L i n c o l n s a s s a s s i n a t e, d o f t h e 

i n t l i e l o y a l S t a t e s - s d p e d i n " o u r n i u g ^ ^ ^ ^ 

a s s a s s i n a t e d P r e s i d e n t w a s t a k e n t o p 

S b s s s s a » ^ 
" ^ c o n s p i r a t o r s who were responsible for the assassination 

i n e , F , o t Washington, and four, namely, 

s ^ b f c s a s s s s u . 

dent of the United States on the morning of April 15, a few min-
utes after the President had passed away. The death of Abraham 
Lincoln wiped out party feeling in the Northern States to a great 
e x t e n t , and among the eulogies that were delivered some of the 
best were spoken by members of the Democratic party, who for 
years had opposed Mr. Lincoln and his policy. 

The only other occasion when the American people were called 
upon to mourn for an assassinated President was when General 
Garfield passed away in consequence of the wounds inflicted on 
him by a crazy assassin. 

The President was leaving Washington, on July 2, 1881, on 
a trip through New England, having nothing specially in view 
beyond the commencement exercises of Williams College, 
Williamstown. He had had a season of more than ordinarily hard 
work and much vexation over a fight in the Republican party of 
the State of New York, which had originated through his appoint-
ment of a Collector for the Port of New York. At a Cabinet 
meeting held July 1, the day before his departure from Washing-
ton, he told some of the members of the Cabinet that he looked 
forward with great pleasure to his coming vacation, that he needed 
rest, was going to take it, and not allow affairs of State to bother 
h i m ' G A R F I E L D A S S A S S I N A T E D . 

As he was passing through the waiting room of the Baltimore 
and Potomac Railroad station, the next morning, leaning on the 
arm of Mr. Blaine, an assassin approached him and fired point 
blank upon the President. The first ball passed through his coat 
sleeve, whereupon the President half turned and received the 
second shot in the back. The bullet fractured a rib and lodged 
so deeply in the body that it could not be extracted at that time. 
The wounded President was carried back to the White House, 
where, for ten weeks, attended by the best medical skill available, 
and having all the comforts that love could procure, he lingered 
between life and death. His cheerfulness and fortitude awakened 
the sympathy and commanded the admiration of the whole world. 

Bulletins announcing his condition were published daily in 
29 M c K 
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every city in the Union and ^ ^ S S ^ 
of national supplication was set ^ w h l l e « ^ t i m e W s 
a t W a s h i n g t o n , a n d j t w a s s a c r e d l ^ o b s e r v d ^ ^ ^ 

physicians were hopeM and ^ ^ ^ £ s d u t i e s , hnt 
p n h l i c t o b e h e v e t h a t t h e P r e s i d e n t w o n f a i l , d 

M e n t h a t o r r i d w e a t h e r tfmidsu»-hazard, h e w a s 

p e r c e p t i b l y , a n d a l t h o u g h i t w a s d o n e g ^ ^ ^ ^ 

r e m o v e d o n S e p t e m b e r 6 , 1 8 8 1 , b y a s p e c & ^ 

J - T h e i n v i g o r a r i n g ~ s y m p t o m s o f b l o o d 

^ • ^ t ^ ^ - r o ^ o f t h e 

Capitol, where it lay in state for two days. 
H U N G F O R T H E F O U L D E E D . 

, r r , „ r l e s T u l e s G l l i t e a u , w h o w a s c a u g h t a s 

^ \ e T o t tted'hi c r i J e , s u f f e r e d t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y m t h e 

^ « o n - ^ ^ t ^ — - a c t i v e m e a s u r e s 

I t was announced fiom W a s h n ^ a l l c i v i l i z e d 

there will be a renewal of the ntern ^ ^ i n Wash-
the s u p p r e s s i o n o f t h e news from B u f f a l o , a n d t h e r e 

ington were greatly shocked by h news ^ ^ ^ ^ 

eity. When I saw him t o ^ r g h t h e expre sed ^ ^ ^ ^ h e 

could have prompted the purpose to kill such a good man as Mr. 
McKinley, who has governed the country so wisely and so well ? 
And, iu any event, why should an attempt be made to assassinate 
a President of a republic when his term of office is for four years 
and his successor can then be lawfully and peacefully elected? ' 

" I suggested to the Minister that the President's assailant 

"proved to be an anarchist. 
" ' T h e anarchists should all be hanged,' he responded. 

' They should not be allowed to commit such dastardly crimes. 
It is a shame, a shame. I cannot say how deeply grieved I am.' 

" The Chinese Minister was asked what would have been the 
procedure in his country. He answered with his usual promptness : 

" ' W e would give him the death of lin-chi. Do you know 
what that means ? His family and realtives would also be held 
to account for the education of such a monster. The crime, how-
ever, would be impossible in my country. Besides a deep-rooted 
respect of the Emperor, there are sufficient guards, and promis-
cuous receptions and handshakings are not tolerated ; but if by 
any possible chance such a criminal should arise, he would be 
condemned to the lin-chi and his relatives called to account.' 

A H O R R I B L E D E A T H . 

" The lin-chi is the death of a thousand cuts. The Minister 
says it is a statutory punishment for certain crimes so heinous 
that the imagination is appalled to contemplate them in the 
abstract. Among these are the murder of a father or mother. 

" Mr. Thomas Herron, the Colombian Charge d'Affaires, 
dwelt upon the President's character and acts throughout the 
world. ' His benevolence of character robbed him of personal 
enemies,' Mr. Herron said. ' He is a great and good man, and 
Colombia will join the United Sates in the prayer for his 
recovery. Society should protect itself by taking measures for 
the suppression of anarchists. The tragedy at Buffalo, may have 
the ciiect of bringing this about.' 

" impression of anarchists has engaged the attention of 
governments of Europe for years, but up to this time no con-



certed action has been taken. The United States was invited 
several years ago to attend an anti-anarchistic conference,but 
declined the invitation, becanse it was nnable to bind itself to 
observe any conrse of procedure that might be determined upon 
because of the safeguards thrown by the Constitution around 
personal liberty and personal rights. One of the great causes of 
complaint by Europe against the United States is the liberty with 
which anarchists can hatch their conspiracies m this countiy 

« I m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r t h e a s s a s s i n a t i o n of K i n g H u m b e r t o 
Italy the Italian government made representations to the United 
States contemplating the punishment of all anarchists at Pater-
son K j , who were involved in the crime. The evidence was 
furnished to the State Department, but the Federal government 
was unable to do more than refer the matter to the Governor of 
New Jersey, with the request that he make a thorough investiga-
tion, and if the law could be applied to any persons suspected of 
complicity to begin the proper legal measures. 

A C C O M P L I C E S E S C A P E D . 

" I n s u f f i c i e n t e v i d e n c e a n d t h e d i f f i c u l t y of finding a l a w t o 
fit t h e c h a r g e of c o n s p i r a c y a g a i n s t t h e l i f e of a f o r e i g n s o v e r e i g n 
p e r m i t t e d t i e e s c a p e of t h e a c c o m p l i c e s of K i n g H u m W s assas^ 
s in I t a l y w a s c o m p e l l e d t o a c q u i e s c e m t h e f a i l u r e of t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s t o d e s t r o y w h a t s h e w a s c o n v i n c e d w a s a n e s t of c o n s p i r a -
t o r s a t P a t e r s o n , b u t n a t u r a l l y s h e w a s d e e p l y e x e r c i s e d o v e r 
w h a t s h e r e g a r d e d a s t h e i n e x p l i c a b l e a t t i t u d e of t h e W a s h i n g t o n 

government ^ ^ ^ b e l i e v e d i n diplomatic circles that the recall 
of Baron Fava, the Italian Ambassador, was the outgrowth of the 
A m e r i c a n policy of non-action. Italy now will doubtless appre-
ciate that the American government was as powerless to protect 
its own Chief Executive as it was to prevent a conspiracy against 
the life of her sovereign. It is believed by the diplomats that 
Europe will consider the present moment opportune to revive 
the proposal of an international understanding for the suppres-
sion of anarchists. 

" I n official circles it is said that an amendment of some 
kind to the constitution would have to be made, as it was at pfes-
ent impossible to punish a man participating in a conspiracy 
against the life of a foreign sovereign. Until the authorization 
is therefore given to the Executive, it is likely that the State 
Department would be compelled to observe the precedent already 
established and decline the invitation tendered. 

"Senor Calvo, Minister from Costa Rica, expressed the 
greatest horror of the terrible outrage upon the President. ' Such 
things occurring in a free Republic are terrible,' he said. ' The 
crime itself is atrocious on all occasions, but when directed against 
the life of such a kindly and righteous President as Mr. McKm-
ley it surpasses the utmost credulity.' 

S E D I T I O U S P U B L I C A T I O N S . 

" Mr. Calvo continued : ' I am surprised that the rigid postal 
laws of the United States should permit the circulation of sedi-
tious matter. It is treason to counsel the destruction of the ruler 
of a country, yet these virulent anarchistic sheets must pass 
freely through the mails in order to be circulated. Your laws 
are properly stringent against publications or writings inciting 
fraud or immorality. No avowed anarchist should be permitted 
to receive or mail letters. His ebullitions should be confiscated 
wherever found. This is a matter of public safety.' 

" Kogoro Takahira, Minister from Japan, has returned to 
Washington deeply affected by the tragedy. He said : ' Nobody 
could expect that such a good President of the United States 
should become the victim of such an appalling and dastardly 
crime. It is hardly possible to express one's feelings on such an 
occasion, but we join the people of the United States in receiving 
the sad news with surprise and indignation, and our sincere and 
honest wishes are that he should recover speedily and perma-
nently ; and in this statemen I am confident that I voice the 
sentiment of my government and my people throughout all 
Japan.' 

"Mr. Takahira further said that he would never forget the 
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ciate that the American government was as powerless to protect 
its own Chief Executive as it was to prevent a conspiracy against 
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" Mr. Calvo continued : ' I am surprised that the rigid postal 
laws of the United States should permit the circulation of sedi-
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" Kogoro Takahira, Minister from Japan, has returned to 
Washington deeply affected by the tragedy. He said : ' Nobody 
could expect that such a good President of the United States 
should become the victim of such an appalling and dastardly 
crime. It is hardly possible to express one's feelings on such an 
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« day he spent with i T l 
returned from Niagara he d ^ t s P«ee ^e h i m 

A friend at the E x p « « ^ ™ ^ was not 
the sad news, hut was unable to s e c u r e ^ ^ e x p e c t e d 
busy. H e left the President 1 ^ ^ of Mrs. Williams. 
to meet him that night a l d i n n e a t th w h e n the sad 
He was beginning his P ^ ^ ^ Y m m e d i a t e l y hastened to intelligence was communicated and he imm y^ ^ 
the Milburn home to express his grief. 
country such a crime " ^ d e s c r i b e s t h e situation, and does 

not ^ - -
stamp out anarchism. 

T H E D R E A M O F F O O L S . 
,, „ s a v s «to waste time denouncing anarch-

« I t is needless, it says ^ s o c i e t y c annot 
ism. All men who are not M ^ f them, and that every 
exist without laws and f t check the sp/ead of anarchism 
i e g i t i m a t e m e a n s s h o u d b e nded to Che k a r c W P s ^ 

^ r ^ r ^ t e ^ t L y are g'uilty merely 

of folly- . , ^ t . therefore, may for practical «The crimes of anarchists, t h e r e , J u k e 

purposes-be d iv ided i n ^ w o classe o f s u c h 

that upon President McK.inl.ey Ji l e g i t imate means 
assaults. as are in 

L o i d w i t h ^ n r Constitution an^ political traditions, and are 

^ S t already h a v e ^ 

a sufficient penalty. F n r t h e m o r e , the case o ^ ^ 
a n a r c h i s t s ^ c o n v i c t e d a s 

^ r p ^ s t C ^ - « the Penal Code of any State l a c 

such a provision as that under which the convictions were 
obtained in Illinois in 1886, an amendment is a comparatively 
easy matter. 

" Every anarchist who plans such an assassination expects 
nothing but death. He hopes to succeed, and he knows that in 
any event he is sure of capture. Even if we mark our horror of 
attacks upon the President by imposing the death penalty in 
every case, we shall merely satisfy our feelings, without making 
the least headway in checking the crime. 

" I n regard to incendiary talk, we already have, in New York 
State at least, a law which has been invoked several times with 
salutary effect. Section 451 of t t e Penal Code, entitled ' Unlaw-
ful Assemblages,' reads : 

T H E L A W I N T H E M A T T E R . 

" c Whenever three or more persons assemble with intent to 
commit any unlawful act by force; or assemble with intent to 
carry out any purpose in such a manner as to disturb the public 
peace ; or being assembled, attempt or threaten any act tending 
toward a breach of the peace, or any injury to person or property, 
or any unlawful act, such an assembly is unlawful, and every 
person participating therein by his presence, aid, or instigation 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. But this section shall not be so con-
strued as to prevent the peaceable assembling of persons for law-
ful purposes of protest or petition.' 

"According to the same code, a misdemeanor is punishable 
by imprisonment in a penitentiary or county jail for not more 
than one year, or by a fine of not more than $500, or by both.' 
Under this law, John Most and Emma Goldman have served 
terms in the penitentiary. . 

"One proposition, which h<is been urged by a Boston journal, 
is a general law to send the anarchist to the lunatic asylum, 
instead of to jail. If the anarchist really be a lunatic, there is 
no difficulty whatever about sending him to the asylum under the 
present iaw. If he be not mentally diseased, no law to commit 
inm to an asvium can be framed under which the editor of the 



Boston journal will be safe. A law w h i | should deelare Anar-
chists Communists, Christian Scientists, Populists, or any other 
class of citizens insane, could never be enacted except by a Legis-
lature of lunatics. , 

"The only possible change in the present law is to make the 
crime of incendiary talk a felony, rather than a misdemeanor-
that is, make it punishable by long imprisonment or death In 

' the heat of the present excitement, the death penalty has been 
proposed for attempted assassination ; but public opinion on 
sob« second thought, would reject such an amend,nent as likely 
to make martyrs of the anarchists, win sympathy for them, and 
strengthen their cause, rather than weaken it. The plan of 
lengthening the term of imprisonment beyond a year is more 

feasible. R E A S O N A B L E S A F E G U A R D S . 

" Even here, however, we run the risk of imposing too severe 
a penalty, and thus losing more than we gain. Such an amend-
ment should not pass till the present excitement has subsided 
Z subject has been fully discussed, the experience of other 
countries carefully considered, and every safeguard provided for 
reasonable freedom of speech. With such precautions l might 
be well to allow the Judge to extend the sentence m atrocious 

C a S £ ' ' Judicious enforcement of the present law, then and an 
amendment declaring incendiary talk a felony instead of a mis-
demeanor, really exhaust our resources in dealing with he 
offenses of anarchists who are already resident m the United 
States The question of exclusion remains. 

"By the present law we prohibit the immigration to his 
c o u n t r y o f ' pe r sons who have been convictcd of a felony cr other 
infamous crime, or misdemeanor involving moral t |¥pitude ' An 
effort to close our doors to all anarchists meets with some of the 
same difficulties that attend a movement to visit any other pun-
ishment on them as a class. One bill for this purpose has already 
been abandoned in Congress as impracticable. We cannot exc.ud. 
« ^ philosophical' anarchist, who holds his theory as a pnvavc 

opinion, and abhors the use of force ; we cannot detect him, and, 
even if we could, he is not particularly dangerous. Then, too, 
we must bear in mind that his anarchism, fostered in many cases 
by Russian despotism, is likely to be laid aside and forgotten 
tvhen he breathes the free air of the republic. 

" Under the present law we can already keep out all who 
have been convicted of violence or of instigating it. The only 
class, therefore, for which we need a new law is made up of the 
instigators of violence, who have not been detected or captured in 
Europe. We can hardly go to the length of excluding them on 
mere hearsay or suspicion, but, if we want anything like legal 
evidence, we must maintain in Europe a detective and police 
force superior to that maintained by the European governments, 
which are more eager than ours to run down and convict an 
anarchist 

T R A D I T I O N S O F A C E N T U R Y . 

"Nor can we trample on our traditions of a century and a 
quarter by sending back men of high character and aims who are 
political refugees. In short, we shall find it beyond our power to 
do much more than enfoice rigorously the present law." 

The method by which freedom of speech may be limited so 
that the preaching of anarchism shall be effectually repressed 
without endangering any legitimate right is a problem that now 
confronts the American people. 

In 1893 and 1894, France teemed with associations and clubs 
of anarchists of the most dangerous type. Bombs were being 
thrown about in public places, and the disorder finally resulted in 
the stabbing of President Sadi-Carnot while riding in his carriage 
at the exposition in Lyons. The French Parliament promptly 
took the whole subject under advisement and passed a series of 
laws which have been in a high degree effectual in breaking up 
anarchist organizations all over the republic. These laws in the 
main are three in number. The first, enacted on December 12, 
1893, had for its purpose a modification of the libel laws so that 
exceptional penalties could be enforced against the publishers of 
anarchistic papers. 
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T H E F R E N C H L A W . ^ ^ 

Summarizing this legislation « can « r y soon ^ n 
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then," says M. L o ^ a t v s e c t would arise to g 

m m s s s 
n i e W c h penalties arc 

payment ot a 1»» 

fiscation of all outstanding copies of the publication. If it is com-
mitted in a more private way the penalties are only slightly 
modified. The act of incitement or exaltation is punishable, 
even if only one person be present, and whether by speech, by 
printed paper, by writing, cartoon, placard, song, cry (such as 
"Hurrah for anarchy") or by any other means, the crime is the 
same. 

If the sentence pronounced is for more than one year or if the 
prisoner has been before convicted of a like offense at any time 
within ten years the law prescribes an additional penalty of exile. 
The publication of a report of anarchist trials in the courts is pro-
hibited under heavy penalties. Every member of an anarchistic 
organization formed to advocate attacks on life and property 
may be imprisoned and banished by the French law and the meet-
ing places of the organization closed up. Those who lease build-
ings to such societies are made accessories to the crime. 

It is along these lines that we must shape anti-anarchist 
legislation in this country, and we should begin the work at once. 
There are bands of these social brigands in each large American 
city. We owe it to ourselves to uproot these pernicious gangs, 
which, whatever else they have done, have produced in a short 
time the murderers of the heads of two great governments, Presi-
dent McKinley and King Humbert. It is no infringement of any 
valuable American liberty to suppress their newspapers, dissolve 
their clubs and close up their meeting places. These results can 
be attained here as well as in France, and by a very similar system 
of legal procedure. 



CHAPTER XXIV. 
• #• A P A s s a s s i n - R e m a r k a b l e S c e n e s i n 

P r e s i d e n t ' s D e a d e n -

t e n c e o f D e a t h P r o n o u n c e d . 

T H E a s s a s s i n o ? r e s i d e n t 

1 i n t h e first d e g r e e a t 4 * > ° < g r e q u i r e d t o 

t e m b e r , 4 * . ^ t h a n [ h o u r s t r a I l k a s t h e 
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s i s t e d m e r e l y » a d m o n i t i « 1 t o J P m e n t a l 

— M « e l a n d t h e a d d r e s s o f c o u n s e l w a s , 

r n ^ n C f o r t h e ^ ^ _ ^ 
The jury was away from the c o f l e g a l p r o Ce-

^ —** i# the 
d U r e - i Z Z Z t a m o m e n t i n d e l i b e r a t i o n . 

^ I l y ^ n eye-witness of the trial : s t ^ e p i s o d e 

" A l m o s t a t t h e v ^ o m e n t t l i a t ^ ^ ^ 

w a s a c t i n g t o ^ a y , t h e f a t h e r b r o t f e r a n ^ ^ ^ 

a r r i v e d f r o m C l e v e l a n d . T h e y j e , ^ ^ ^ d p u n -

C z o l g o s z . T h e i r a v o w e d p u r p o s e w ^ ^ o f ^ 

i s h n f c n t o f t h e - » t ^ e l s t l e n i n l o C u s t o d y a s a m e a s u r e £ 
b u t t h e y w e r e n e v ^ s ^ t a k ^ ^ ^ ^ i n t h e c i t y . 

^ T i f T e r n L t p r o b a b l y - u l d n o t c a r e . t Q ^ ^ 
E v e " T h e f e l l o w i s t h o r o u g h l y c a l l o u s . R e s i g n ^ ^ ^ 

t a b l e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f h r s e n - f r o m Reel ing . N e i t h e r 

and man and the ties of blood and friendship at the same time, 
and, with the abject indifference of an animal, has ever since 
looked forward only to the verdict of the darkness and the 
silence that awaits him. 

"So much became clear i n to-day's testimony, w h i c h revealed 
many new details, and awful corroboration was given to it in the 
aspect and bearing of the creature at the most desperate moment 
that well can fall to human kind. Not the tremor of a lash 
ruffled his stolidity when the words of doom were uttered. His 
fixed, abstracted gaze never stirred. He was still stone and iron, 
unrelenting, remorseless and heedless. 

" It was only twenty minutes to 10 o'clock when the detec-
tives brought him into court this morning. When they 
unshackled his hands he passed them carelessly over his thick 
damp locks. Then he crossed his legs, tapped a tattoo on the 
arm of his chair for a moment, and settled into the immovable 
attitude which has marked him throughout. 

B E G A N T O C A R E F O R H I S A P P E A R A N C E . 

" He did not sleep well last night, his wardens said, but ate 
his breakfast this morning with relish, consuming chops, eggs, 
rolls and three cups of coffee. He displayed some vanity about 
his appearance, too, insisting on straightening his hair with his 
fingers and smoothing the wrinkles in his clothes." 

By 10 o ' c l o c k Justice White was on the bench, the lawyers 
in their places, and the hearing of evidence again in swift prog-
ress. Mr. Mann was recalled and gave some very interesting 
medical testimony. Judge Lewis cross-examined. First he 

" " How do you guard against the invasion of germs in the 
wound ?" j 

" By being very careful in the treatment," said the doctor. 
"When was the condition found at the autopsy to be 

expected from the wounds the President received? " " It was not expected, and was very unusual. I never before 
saw anything just like i t " 



« Were there any indications that the President was not in 
good physical condition ? " 

" The President was not in perfect condition. He had been 
somewhat weakened by hard work and lack of exercise." 

District Attorney Penny then asked: 
" From your knowledge and history of the case was there 

anything known to medical or surgical science which could have 
saved the life of the President? " 

" There was not." 
Lewis L. Babcock, who was a member of the ceremonies 

committee on President's day, and Edward Rice, chairman of that 
committee, then gave their eye-witness versions of the shooting. 
Both were within a few feet of the President at the time. Mr. 
Rice's narration was very graphic. 

A Z E A L O U S S T U D E N T O F A N A R C H I S M . 

The next witness gave the first circumstantial story of the 
confession alleged to have been made by Czolgosz on the night 
of his arrest. He was James L. Qnackenbush, also a member 
of the ceremonial committee. He said : 

" I accompanied District Attorney Penny to police headquai-
ters arriving there between 10 and n o'clock. Upon reaching 
here we weft to Chief Bull's office. Defendant was at a table 

in his office. Detectives Geary and Solomon, Inspector Donovan, 
Chief Bull, Mr. Haller, Mr. Storr and Frank T. Hagger tywe« 
present, and at intervals Mr. Ireland, myself and Mr. Cusaefc 
Mr. Penny immediately began to talk to the defendant about 

^ ^ ^ t h ^ f e n d a n t replied that he had killed the Presi^ 
dent because he thought it was his duty. He said he understood 

• d i e c o n s e q u e n c e s , a n d was willing to take chances. 
« He illustrated with a handkerchief the way he had done 

i t He said he went to the Falls the day before to M the Presi-
d e n t , b u t w a s not able to get near enough. He added that he 
wen to the Temple of Music for the purpose of kiHing the 
President, having his hand with the revolver m his nght-hand 

pocket. He stood in the crowd, but said that when he got in the 
line he put the hand against his stomach. Had he not been 
stopped he would have fired more shots. 

" He said he had beeu thinking about killing the President 
for three or four days. He had definitely determined to kill the 
President the day before." 

^ D i d h e say why ? » asked the District Attorney. 
" Yes; he said that he did not believe in the government • 

that President McKinley was a tyrant, and should be removed.' 
When he saw the President in the grounds, with the crowds 
struggling to get near him, he said he did not believe that any 
one man should receive such service, while all others regarded it 
as a privilege to render it." 

" Did he say where he had learned such theories ? " 

" T H O U G H T I T W A S H I S D U T Y . " 

" He said he had been studying those doctrines for several 
years ; that he did not believe in government, the church, or the 
marriage relation. He gave names of several papers he had read, 
one of the Free Society, and mentioned places in Ohio where he 
had heard these subjects discussed." 

This was the first official mention of the anarchy plea story, 
and it was apparent on cross-examination that Judge Titus was 
skeptical about it. 

" Were these statements made," he asked, "in response to 
suggestions from the officials or voluntarily ? " 

"At first," answered the witness, "in response to questions. 
Afterward he talked in a conversational way, and did not decline 
to answer anything." 

" Was he excited ? " 
" I should say he was disturbed, but not mentally. His face 

hurt him where he had been struck, but he talked naturally. I 
asked him to write a brief statement for publication, and he 
started to, but his hand shook so, he dictated the follow-
ing : 

" ' I killed President McKinley because I believed it to be my 



duty. I don't believe one man should have so much se vice and 
another man should have none.' " 

District Attorney Penney then interpolated : 
" You made a statement that he said he was an anarchist; is 

that r igh t?" 
" I didn't make it so strong as that. He said he didn t 

believe in rulers, and had done his duty." 
The District Attorney used the word several times m ques-

tioning him, and the substance of his answers was that he did all 
the theorizing on the matter for himself. 

"During this line of testimony Czolgosz, without shifting his 
position, allowed his head to incline until it almost touched his left 
shoulder, but he did not raise his eyes, and once or twice dropped 
into a little doze. He was so absolutely unconcerned that he did 
not appear to be even listening to the testimony, 

T H E A S S A S S I N T H R O T T L E D . 

With the calling of the Secret Service operatives the amus-
ing little rivalry as to who first attacked the assassin after the 
shooting came up. A 

Albert Gallagher, of the Chicago office, said that he jumped 
toward Czolgosz and was borne down in the crowd. The revolver 
was knocked from the assassin's hand and somebody else got it, 
but he got the handkerchief. He took this from his pocketbook 
and displayed it. It was a dirty rag, with two holes made by the 
bullets, and it was not a woman's handkerchief, as some imagina-
tive stories have said. _ . A . 

George K. Foster, the Washington Secret Service man, said. 
" I saw this man here (pointing to the assassin) put his 

hands together with a clap, and simultaneously I heard two 

r e P ° u i grabbed this man here (again pointing to Czolgosz), and 
just then some one gave him a shove from the other side. We 
went down to the floor. I tried to get a crack at him as he went 
d o w n , b u t c o u l d n o t . I s a w G a l l a g h e r a n d y e l l e d : A l , g e t t h e 

gun ! get the gun I Al, get the gun 1' " 

Judge Titus took up the cross-examination. 
" Were you observing the people in the line to see if they 

were armed ?" 
" I was trying to." 
"Didn't you see this man with his arm across his breast?" 
" No ; they were passing too close together." 
"The line Dassed right in front of you, and this man had his 

arm up with a white handkerchief wound round his hand, and 
yet you could not see it ?" 

" I didn't see it and I was looking," answered Foster. 

P O L I C E S U P E R I N T E N D E N T T E S T I F I E S . 

The testimony of the afternoon session was largely corrobo-
rative of what had gone before. Superintendent Bull, of the local 
police, reiterated the story of the confession, and added that of 
the visit of Walter Nowak, of Cleveland, to Czolgosz the morning 
after the shooting. He said : 

" On Saturday morning Nowak was brought into the Super-
intendent's office and immediately recognized Czolgosz. Nowak 
said that he knew him in Cleveland. He said to Czolgosz : ' You 
know me, Czolgosz. I have always been a good friend of yours. 
Why did you commit this crime—this crime which will bring 
disgrace on the whole Polish race—this crime which will bring 
disgrace on your father and family ?' 

"Czolgosz only smiled, and said that Nowak was not a par-
ticular friend." 

" He was asked if he wanted to see a lawyer, and he said he 
did not because he did not need one. He also said he had no 
friends, and did not care to see his father and mother." 

At the end of this testimony District Attorney Penney rested 
for the people, and amid profound silence Judge Lewis arose to 
open the defense. He began by explaining the position of himself 
and his colleague, and almost entreated that the legal necessity of 
it be understood. As he went on to discuss the case his voice 
trembled and he almost wept. 

" That, gentlemen, is about all I have to say. Our President 
30 M c K 



was a grand man. I watched his career for twenty years, and 
always had the profonndest esteem for him. He was a tender and 
devoted husband, a man of finest character, and his death is the 
saddest blow I have ever known." 

H e c o n c l u d e d abruptly, sank into his chair, and pressed a 
handkerchief to his eyes. It was the strangest plea for a murderer 
ever heard. Judge Titus then arose. 

" The remarks of my associate," he said, " so completely cover 
the ground that it is not necessary for me to add anything." 

S E N T E N C E D T O D E A T H . 

This sudden action on the face of the expectation of expert 
testimony on insanity was a great surprise, and a buzz of talk 
followed. Silence fell again when District Attorney Penney arose 
for the last speech. It was brief, but full of feeling. He dwelt 
upon the entire certainty of the people's case and the utter 
absence of defense and urged that just as a defendant must be 
presumed innocent until proved guilty, so he must be presumed 
sane until proved otherwise. 

Apart from that argument the Prosecutor spoke of the horror 
of the crime and the eminent virtues of the martyr in such a strain 
of simple eloquence that men and ^Dmen wept alike. Czolgosz 
never moved a muscle. 

It was 3.25 o'clock when Judge White charged the jury. 
He, too, paid tender tribute to the memory of the dead man and 
then instructed the jury in the legal requirements of the city. 

They retired at 3.51, and thirty-five minutes later brought m 
a verdiet of murder in the first degree. 

On September 26th, Leon Czolgosz was sentenced to die dur-
ing the week beginning October 28th. The sentence was pro-

j nounced by Justice White before whom the murderer was tried. 
The assassin showed signs of fear as the voice of ti.e Judge pro-
nounced his doom. During the night following, guarded by near-
ly a score of deputy sheriffs, he was removed to Auburn Pemten-
tiary. He collapsed on arriving at the prison, said he was sorry 
for his deed and expressed sympathy for Mrs. McKiuley. 

C H A P T E R XXV. 

Our New Pres iden t -Hon . Theodore Roosevelt Hurries to 
Buffalo on Receiving News of Mr. McKinley's D e a t h -
Sworn in as President with Impressive C e r e m o n y -
Pathetic Scene—His First Official Act. 

\ ^ H E N our martyred President breathed his last. Vice-Presi-
dent Roosevelt was far up in the Adirondack Mountains of 

northern New York. A few hours later his private secretary 
gave out the following statement : 

" The Vice-President wishes it understood that when he left 
the Tahawus Club house yesterday morning, (September 13th) 
to go on his hunting trip into the mountains, he had just received 
a dispatch from Buffalo stating that President McKiuley was in 
splendid condition and was not in the slightest danger." 

Having been summoned to return instantly to Buffalo, Mr. 
Roosevelt was wildly careering over the mountain passes of the 
Adirondacks in a swinging, bouncing buckboard when President 
McKinley expired, and he became in fact the President of the 
United States. He thought he was racing with death, but death 
had already won. He was on the last relay before reaching Aden 
Alair, and Orrin Kellogg, one of the surest drivers in the North 
Woods, was urging his two bronchos to do their best up the wind-
ing inclines and down again. 

It was at Aden Alair that " Mike " Cronin took the impatient 
Vice-President in charge and at the same time earned for himself 
eternal fame as the most level headed and uncommunicative per-
son the world ever saw. In his pocket there reposed a telegram, 
conveyed by telephone and written down, addressed to Mr. Roose-
velt. He knew it contained the fateful news from Buffalo. 

He noted Mr. Roosevelt's increasing nervousness and thought 
it the part of discretion aud wisdom to deliver the telegram at the 
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was a grand man. I watched his career for twenty years, and 
always had the profoundest esteem for him. He was a tender and 
devoted husband, a man of finest character, and his death is the 
saddest blow I have ever known." 

H e c o n c l u d e d abruptly, sank into his chair, and pressed a 
handkerchief to his eyes. It was the strangest plea for a murderer 
ever heard. Judge Titus then arose. 

" The remarks of my associate," he said, " so completely cover 
the ground that it is not necessary for me to add anything." 

S E N T E N C E D T O D E A T H . 

This sudden action on the face of the expectation of expert 
testimony on insanity wc.s a great surprise, and a buzz of talk 
followed. Silence fell again when District Attorney Penney arose 
for the last speech. It was brief, but full of feeling. He dwelt 
upon the entire certainty of the people's case and the utter 
absence of defense and urged that just as a defendant must be 
presumed innocent until proved guilty, so he must be presumed 
sane until proved otherwise. 

Apart from that argument the Prosecutor spoke of the horror 
of the crime and the eminent virtues of the martyr in such a strain 
of simple eloquence that men and ^Dmen wept alike. Czolgosz 
never moved a muscle. 

It was 3.25 o'clock when Judge White charged the jury. 
He, too, paid tender tribute to the memory of the dead man and 
then instructed the jury in the legal requirements of the city. 

They retired at 3.51, and thirty-five minutes later brought m 
a verdiet of murder in the first degree. 

On September 26th, Leon Czolgosz was sentenced to die dur-
ing the week beginning October 28th. The sentence was pro-

j nounced by Justice White before whom the murderer was tried. 
The assassin showed signs of fear as the voice of ti.e Judge pro-
nounced his doom. During the night following, guarded by near-
ly a score of deputy sheriffs, he was removed to Auburn Pemten-
tiary. He collapsed on arriving at the prison, said he was sorry 
for his deed and expressed sympathy for Mrs. McKiuley. 

CHAPTER XXV. 

Our New President-Hon. Theodore Roosevelt Hurries to 
Buffalo on Receiving News of Mr. McKinley's D e a t h -
Sworn in as President with Impressive Ceremony-
Pathetic Scene—His First Official Act. 

\ ^ H E N our martyred President breathed his last. Vice-Presi-
dent Roosevelt was far up in the Adirondack Mountains of 

northern New York. A few hours later his private secretary 
gave out the following statement : 

" The Vice-President wishes it understood that when he left 
the Tahawus Club house yesterday morning, (September 13th) 
to go on his hunting trip into the mountains, he had just received 
a dispatch from Buffalo stating that President McKiuley was in 
splendid condition and was not in the slightest danger." 

Having been summoned to return instantly to Buffalo, Mr. 
Roosevelt was wildly careering over the mountain passes of the 
Adirondacks in a swinging, bouncing buckboard when President 
McKinley expired, and he became in fact the President of the 
United States. He thought he was racing with death, but death 
had already won. He was on the last relay before reaching Aden 
Alair, and Orrin Kellogg, one of the surest drivers in the North 
Woods, was urging his two bronchos to do their best up the wind-
ing inclines and down again. 

It was at Aden Alair that " Mike " Cronin took the impatient 
Vice-President in charge and at the same time earned for himself 
eternal fame as the most level headed and uncommunicative per-
son the world ever saw. In his pocket there reposed a telegram, 
conveyed by telephone and written down, addressed to Mr. Roose-
velt. He knew it contained the fateful news from Buffalo. 

He noted Mr. Roosevelt's increasing nervousness and thought 
it the part of discretion and wisdom to deliver the telegram at the 
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other end of the twenty mile route. Mr. Roosevelt was in abso-
l u t e i g n o r a n c e of the termination of the fatal tragedy at Buttalo, 
and the astute driver thought it best not to increase his impatience 
or further try his nerves. So, for a score of long, tortuous miles 
he grimly sat alongside his lone, but distinguished passenger, 
keeping as tight a grip on his secret as he did on his reins. 

This is Secretary Hay's official notification to Mr. Roosevelt, 
sent before daylight in the morning, and which "Mike" 
Cronin, the driver, did not deliver until the perilous nde over the 
Adirondacks was over :— 

"Hon. Theodore Roosevelt, North Creek, N. Y. 
"The President died at 2:15 this morning. 

" J O H N H A Y , Secretary of State." 

D A S H D O W N T H E M O U N T A I N R O A D S . 

But the story of the dash down the rocky mountain roads is 
best told by " Mike" Cronin himself. First, he must be described. 
He is the landlord of the Aden Lair Lodge. In the sturdy man-
hood of the thirties, he is the perfect type of the hardy moun-
taineer, rugged and strong, with the eagle's eye and the bulldog s 
nerve and tenacity. He is just the man to guide the chariot of 
the hills, the vehicle that flies, the buckboard. When the Vice-
President jumped out of the Kellogg buckboard, Cronin was 
ready. Two horses, j ust as impatient as the man they were to 
haul had long been hitched and standing alongside the road A 
lantern was suspended over the dashboard. Its flickering light 
only made the driving reins more clearly visible. The black 
night it made blacker. . . 

But this is the way the Spyhnx of the Mountains tells i t : -
« I received notice at noon, over the telephone, to have every-

thing r e a d y f o r quick work, and that is just exactly what I did, 
and I was soon ready to start at any moment Mr. Roosevelt might 
reach Aden Lair. I had a span of blacks-fast steppers-hooked 
up and, what was still better than their speed, they knew the 
road as well as I did myself, having made the trip from three to 

six times a week all summer. I had expected Mr. Roosevelt 
along several hours sooner—as he might have been had it not 
been for the careless bungling in getting word to him. He ought 
to have been hustled along faster, too. 

" My ! I made the last sixteen miles in one hour and forty-
three minutes. It was the darkest night I ever saw. I could not 
even see my horses, except the spots where the flickering lantern 
light fell on them. This time beat the best record ever made 
before by a quarter of an hour, and that record I had made myself, 
with a two-seater, in daylight. 

" While I was watching for Mr. Roosevelt I was fooled several 
times. There was a dance at a road house, three miles from my 
place, and after midnight the crowd was driving home—a regular 
stream coming, with lights in their wagons—and I kept thinking 
each one was Mr. Roosevelt. There was a rainy mist, or a misty 
rain, and this made the night, already very dark, perfectly black. 

R O O S E V E L T ' S R E M A R K A B L E N E R V E . 

" Mr. Roosevelt is the nerviest man I ever saw, and I ain't 
easily scared myself. At one place, while we were going down a 
slippery hill, one of the horses stumbled. It was a ticklish bit of 
road, and I was beginning to get somewhat uneasy and began 
holding the team back, but Mr. Roosevelt said : 1 Oh, that don't 
matter. Push ahead !' 

" At another place we were going around a curve on a dugout 
—which, you know, is a piece of road cut in a steep hillside. It 
was a dangerous place, for if we had been upset we would have 
been pitched headlong down seventy-five or a hundred feet. I 
told Mr. Roosevelt the danger as we drew near this risky spot, 
and euggested that I should slow up until we struck a better road. 
He replied : ' Not at all; push ahead. If you are not afraid I am 
not. Push ahead !' And so we did. Luckily we had a clear road, 
and did not meet a single team through the whole drive. 

" Did the President talk much ? Very little about the situa-
tion. Most of the time he seemed to be in deep thought and very 
sad. About all the words he spoke were 1 Keep up the pace.' He 



held his watch in his hand all the while, and kept continually-
asking how far we had come or how far we still had to go. Until 
he got to Aden Lair he had carried a lantern in his hand, and 
he offered to do the same with me, hut I told him it would be only 
a bother. I tell you, Mr. Roosevelt is a nervy man. I shall never 
drive over that dark road again without seeming to hear him say, 
'Push along ! Hurry up! Go faster!' » That is the simple tale 
of a ride that is destined to be historic. 

A N X I O U S L Y A W A I T I N G H I S A R R I V A L . 

During the time that " Mike » Cronin was swinging through 
mountain defiles the little group of watchers at the North Creek 
station grew more anxious, as further news from the on-flying 
President was now shut off. Eagerly they watched the waves of 
light creep up the eastern sky, and guesses were made as to the 
probable hour of arrival, but they all proved at least an hour 
too late, for " Mike" Cronin is a veritable Jehu, and the Presi-
dent's eager anxiety caused a quick and tireless response. Some 
of the villagers began to stir about, and each one of those who 
had kept vigil through the night stood with eyes strained upon 
the turn in the road where the President was soon to appear. 

At length, with a simultaneous cry of "There he comes';' the 
blacks swept in sight and fairly flew to the platform steps. With 
one bound Mr. Roosevelt was on the ground. With another he 
was on the platform receiving the greetings of his private secre-
tary, Loeb, who, in low and hurried tones gave him his first news 
of President McKinley's death. The anxious face at once grew 
grave and sad. Then he gave the correspondent in waiting a 
cordial hand grasp. Another handshake with Station Agent 
Campbell and he rushed into his private car. 

Superintendent Hammond waved his hand for the start and 
followed his distinguished guest. Secretary Loeb and the con-
ductor also stepped aboard. Nobody else was allowed on the 
train. The veteran engine driver pulled the throttle, and the 
party vanished in the mist rising from the Hudson, here a mere 
ribbon of silver shining in the growing l ight 

Swiftly they flew along the bank of this classic stream, banks 
of vapor still sleeping in the lowlands, and the far summits of the 
green sloped mountains glowing in the beams of the morning 
sun, still concealed behind them. On they sped, never pausing 
at the villages still wrapped in slumber, past Luzerne, Corinth, 
Saratoga, without rest, until Albany was reached, the great dome ' 
of its towering capitol doubtless calling up strange dreams and 
memories in the mind of the nation's new Chief Magistrate. 

The coming of the new President at Buffalo, the incidents 
that filled his life between i o'clock in the afternoon and the time 
he retired, were of the most momentous and impressive character. 
A special train whirled him from the wilderness of the Adirondacks 
to tho deathbed of the President within the short space of nine 
hours. The train consisted of an engine and two cars, and was 
drawn up at the platform at North Creek, on the eastern slope of 
Adirondack range, at 5 o'clock in the morning. 

T H E L I G H T N I N G T R A I N . 

As soon as Mr. Roosevelt was aboard, the engineer, with 
instructions to make the run of his life to Albany, pulled the 
throttle wide open and the train sprang out of the dawn into a 
stretch of track 104 miles long. 

Mr. Roosevelt's only traveling companion was his secretary, 
Mr. Loeb. Albany was reached at 8.04 o'clock. With a pause 
only long enough to change engines the special pulled out of the 
Albany depot at lightning speed. The curtains of his car were 
drawn. No railroad train ever made the cime between Albany 
and Syracuse that the Roosevelt special did. Syracuse was 
reached at 10 o'clock. The special sped through Rochester and 
passed a crowd of nearly 50,000 people, at 12.08. At 1.38 o'clock 
it pulled into the Buffalo depot, having broken every record for a 
run between Albany and that city. 

General Roe and Mr. Wilcox were waiting for the Vice-
President, who stepped briskly from the train. He clutched the 
arm of Mr. Wilcox and was guided through the crowd of 3000 
people out of the depot to the sidewalk, where a closed carriage 



was awaiting Mm. On the box of the carriage was a coachman 
in blue and white livery. t , , 

\s the Vice-President and his companions came out ot tne 
depot three men sprang alertly to their sides. They were secret 
service detectives, instructed not to be five f e e t from the Vice-
President until further orders. As soon as the Vice-President, 
Secretary of War and Mr. Wilcox had entered the carriage, the 
door was slammed and it dashed through the crowd. 
• Ten feet behind it was another carriage, containing the three 
secret service men. On either side of it were two mounted 
policemen. Following the carriage containing the detectives was 
a detail of the signal corps of the National Guard, brilliant n 
trappings of blue and gold, mounted on spirited horses and with 
sabres and chains clanking in accompaniment to the hoof beats 

o f the i « ^ X H R O U G H T H E s i l e n t T H R O N G . 

The cavalcade swept through Exchange Place into Main 
street which was choked with people. There were no cheers no 
swinging of hats or waving of handkerchiefs. The Vice-President 
was engaged in earnest conversation with Mr. Wilcox. 

As the carriage drew up in front of the Wilcox residence, on 
Delaware avenue, there were 5cxx> people gathered at the inter-
section of Allen and North streets. In the house President 
Roosevelt found waiting for him Mr. Milbum, Mr. Sc.td.erd, 
feretary of War Root, Secretary Long and Postmaster-Genera 
Smith. He changed his clothing and partook of a light 

1 U n CWhen he came to resume his headgear he discovered that 
he had not brought a silk hat with him, so Mr. Scatcherd, whose 
h ad is the same size as that of Mr. Roosevelt, sent to his house 
for one. The President wore that throughout the day. Ten 
minutes later he entered his carriage to go to the Milburn house. 
A Mr. Roosevelt and Mr. Wilcox stepped into the carriage Mr 
Roosevelt discovered that the signal corps was drawn up on either 

of the street, forming a cordon through which his carnage 

was to pass. 

The Vice-President hesitated a minute and then got into the 
carriage, but as the militia started to follow he leaned out of the 
window and said something to the coachman. The coachman 
pulled up his horses. The Vice-President turned, and, discerning 
Lieutenant Colonel Chapin, who had been detailed to provide a 
military escort for him, signalled for him to come up. The Vice-

. President leaned far out of the carriage and said, with manifest 
displeasure : " Colonel, tell your men that I don't want any escort, 
I only needed two men—two policemen will do. I desire the' 
military escort to remain here." 

" All right, Mr. President," said Colonel Chapin, saluting. 
" Go on," said the Vice-President to the coachman of his 

carriage. The coachman whipped up his horses. The carriage 
had proceeded about twenty feet when the Vice-President leaned out 
of the window again. His attention had been attracted by the 
rattle of hoofs following him. He thought the militia was dis-
obeying orders. He discovered it was a detail of mounted police 
that had been furnished by the city. 

D O E S N O T W A N T A N Y E S C O R T . 

" Hold on," he called to his coachman. Then, turning to 
the sergeant, riding at the head of the police detail, he said: 
" Sergeant, I do not want any escort to the Milburn house. Tell 
your men to stay here." The sergeant saluted and held his men 
back. 

"Go on," said the Vice-President. The policemen turned 
back, and the carriage, followed by another vehicle containing the 
Secret Service detectives, dashed up the avenue, which was lined 
deep with people. As the Vice-President alighted from the car-
riage at the Milburn mansion a dozen photographers aimed their 
cameras at him, but he threw his arm up to prevent them catching 
his face. 

The President after the meeting of the Cabinet saw a few 
personal friends and then putting on his hat said to Secretary 
Root: " Let us take a little walk ; it will do us both good." Sec-
retary Root assented and they walked out ou the porch. 
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gold spectacles. His attire was sombre and modest A well-fit-
ting worsted frock coat draped his athletic figure almost to the 
knees. His trousers were dark gray, with pinstripes. A thin 
skein of golden chain looped from the two lower pockets of his 
waistcoat While he was waiting for the ceremony he toyed with 
this chain with his right hand. 

The place selected for the ceremony of taking the oath was 
the library of Mr. Wilcox's house, a rather small room, but pic-
turesque, the heavy oak trimmings and the massive bookcases 
giving it somewhat the appearance of a legal den. A pretty bay 
window with stained glass and heavy hangings formed a back-
ground, and against this the President took his position. 

Judge Hazel stood near the President in the bay window, and 
the latter showed his extreme nervousness by plucking at the 
lapel of his long frock coat and nervously tapping the hardwood 
floor with his heel. He stepped over once to Secretary Root, and 
for about five minutes they conversed earnestly. The question 
at issue was whether the President should first sign an oath of 
office and then swear in or whether he should swear in first and 
sign the document in the case after. 

S E C R E T A R Y R O O T B R E A K S D O W N . f 

At precisely 3.32 o'clock Secretary Root ceased his conver-
sation with the President, and, stepping back, while an absolute 
hush fell upon every one in the room, said in an almost inaudible 
voice : 

<f Mr. Vice-President, I " Then his voice broke, and for 
fully two minutes the tears came down his face and his lips 
quivered, so that he could not continue his utterances. There 
were sympathetic tears from those about him, and two great 
drops ran down either cheek of the successor of William 
McKinley. Mr. Root's chin was on his breast Suddenly throw-
ing back his head, as if with an effort, he continued in broken 
voice: 

" I have been requested, on behalf of the Cabinet of the late 
President, at least those who are present in Buffalo, all e x c e p t 
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hands with you people, gladly," and, with something of his old 
smile returning, he first shook hands with the members of the 
Cabinet present, then Senator Depew and finally with a few 
guests and newspaper men. 

Those present in the room were Secretary of the Navy Long, 
Secretary of Agriculture Wilson, Secretary of the Interior Hitch-
cock, Ansley Wilcox, his personal friend ; William Loeb, private 
secretary of Mr. Roosevelt; Secretary of War Root, Post-
master General Smith, Senator Depew, Dr. Mann and Dr. Stock-
ton and twenty-four representatives of American and English 
newspapers, who had been invited by Mr. Roosevelt to witness 
the ceremony. In a doorway stood Mrs. Wilcox, Miss Wilcox, 
Mrs. John G. Milburn, Mrs. Carlton Sprague, Mrs. Dr. Mann 
and Mrs. Charles Carrey. 

I N T I M A T E F R I E N D O F T H E D E A D R U L E R . 

The first man to enter the house after the ceremony attracted 
almost as much attention as the new President. It was Senator 
Mark Hanna, the most intimate friend of the dead ruler. The 
meeting between Senator Hanna and the new President was 
cordial, though naturally solemn. The Senator did not look well, 
his faee was pale and furrowed with gray lines. His eyes lacked 
the steady gleam which politicians have known for many years. 
He leaned heavily on a stout cane. 

President Roosevelt descried Mr. Hanna before he had 
mounted the steps of the house. He came alertly and expec-
tantly through the crowd of well wishers surrounding him and 
held out both hands. " How do you do, Senator, I am glad to 
see you," he said, in tones rather modified from his usual 
resonant enunciation. 

The lifelong friend of the dead President had his soft gray 
slouch hat in his right hand. He transferred it to his left, which 
held his cane, and holding out his right hand, he looked steadily 
at the new national chieftain. " Mr. President," he said, and 
those who were standing within a few feet thought they detected 
a quaver in his voice. " Mr. President, I wish you success and a 
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Roosevelt said that he, too, would issue a proclamation, and that 
he had put it in the hands of Secretary Cortelyou to piepare as to 
form, after preparing the substance. 

At a meeting of the Cabinet in the afternoon, President 
Roosevelt requested that the members retain their positions, at 
least for the present, and they promised that they would do so. 
He also received assurances that Secretaries Hay and Gage, who 
were absent, would remain for the time being. 

The first official act of President Roosevelt was the issuing 
of the following proclamation, the appropriateness and felicitous 
expression of which could not be improved : % 

P R O C L A M A T I O N B Y T H E P R E S I D E N T . 

"By the President of the United States of America, a 
proclamation : 

"A terrible bereavement has befallen our people. The Presi-
dent of the United States has been struck down ; a crime com-
mitted not only against the Chief Magistrate, but against every 
law-abiding and liberty-loving citizen. 

" President McKinley crowned a life of largest love for his 
fellowmen, of most earnest endeavor for their welfare, by a death 
of Christian fortitude; and both the way in which he lived his 
life and the way in which, in the supreme hour of trial, he met 
his death, will remain forever a precious heritage of our people. 

" It is meet that we, as a nation, express our abiding love and 
reverence for his life, our deep sorrow for his untimely death. 

"Now, therefore, I, Theodore Roosevelt, President of the 
United States of America, do appoint Thursday next, September 
19, the day in which the body of the dead President will be laid 
in its last earthly resting place, as a day of mourniug and prayer 
throughout the United States. I earnestly recommend all the 
people to assemble in their respective places of divine worship, 
there to bow down in submission to the will of Almighty God, 
and to pay out of full hearts their homage of love and reverence 
to the great and good President, whose death has smitten the 
nation with bitter grief. 



••In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed 

"Done at the city of Washington, the 14th day o f S e p t ™ 1 ^ . 
AD., one thousand nine hundred and one and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States the one hundred and twenty-stxth. 
p . , ( S B A O THEODORE ROOSEVELT. 

" By the President, 
" JOHN HAY, Secretary of State." 

CHAPTER XXVI. 

The Hero of San Juan—President Roosevelt's Active L i f e -
Ancestry and Education—His Strong Personality—A 
Man of Deep Convictions and Great Courage. 

Presidents die, but our government continues with unim-
paired vitality. Stocks fall, but values remain. The govern-
ment of this Republic is based on the bedrock of the Constitution, 
and has in it, we fondly hope, the principle of immortality. A 
stricken nation weeps for its beloved President, William McKin-
ley, but its grief has in it no element of serious doubt or appre-
hension for the future. There is no interregnum. Theodore 
Roosevelt is President of the United States. 

No man ever came to the President's office so young as he, 
but for twenty years he has been in the public eye. He has had 
more political experience and has been more in touch with public 
events than a large number of our Presidents previous to their 
inauguration. He has been all his life a student of our history 
and of public questions. He is a man of high standards and 
strong convictions and intense patriotism. 

His impetuous zeai and earnestness in whatever he under-
takes has been heretofore one of the main sources of his strength 
and political success. Tempered and sobered by the grave 
responsibilities of his new position, these qualities, wisely directed, 
will make his administration a power for good, full of solid 
achievement that makes for the peace and happiness of the 
people. 

While, therefore, we mourn with unaffected grief for our be-
loved and honored President, William McKinley, there is no cause 
for alarm or uneasiness for the future. In the language of President 
McKinley, in one of his public addresses, " The structure of the 
fathers stands secure upon the foundations on which they raised 
it, and is to-day, as it has been in the years past, and as it will be 
in the years to come, the Government of the people, by the people, 
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for the people. Be not disturbed. There is no fear for the 

R e P T " e o L r e Roosevelt was bom in New York city on October 
„ , ,RCR and conies from a family that for generations has been 
;7o'ted t S w f t " social position', high intelligence, disinterested 
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C E L E B R A T E D A N C E S T O R S . 

J. Kooseveit, gi 5 Q f , r v ; c e s without compensation as corn-
was born in 1759. gave bis services raoo . f 
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supnorter jaf Andrew Jackson; served in the New York Legisla-
ture and in Congress, and was a Justice of the Supreme Court of 
New York from 1851 to 1859. 

A cousin, James Henry Roosevelt, was distinguished for his 
philanthropies, and left an estate of a million dollars—which, by 
good management was doubled in value—to found the famous 
Roosevelt Hospital in New York city. Cornelius V. S. Roosevelt 
married Mary Barnhill, of Philadelphia. Of their six sons, the 
sole survivor is the Hon. Robert B. Roosevelt, one of New York's 
most distinguished citizens, who has served in Congress and also 
as a United States Minister to the Netherlands. 

Theodore, another son, born in New York City, and deceased 
in 1878, was the father oT President Theodore Roosevelt. He 
married Martha Bulloch, who with four of their children, sur-
vived him. Theodore Roosevelt, Sr., continued in the business 
founded by his father, and became a controlling factor in the plate 
glass trade. He greatly augmented the family fortune, and at his 
death was reputed a millionaire. 

W E A L T H N O B A R T O A C T I V I T Y . 

Theodore Roosevelt, therefore, was born to comparative wealth, 
but did not let that deter him from a life of activity. After grad-
uating from Harvard, in 1880, he spent some time in European 
travel, climbing the Alps and tramping through the country dis-
tricts of Germany. On his return home, he began the study of 
law, but plunged at once into politics, and in 1881 was elected to 
the State Assembly. 

By re-election he continued in that body during the sessions 
of 1883 and 1884. He introduced important reform measures, 
and his entire legislative career was made conspicuous by the 
courage and zeal with which he assailed political abuses. 

In 1886 Mr. Roosevelt was the Republican candidate for 
Mayor against Abram S. Hewitt, United Democracy, and Henry 
George, United Labor. Mr. Hewitt was elected by about 2 2 , 0 0 0 

plurality. In 1889 he was appointed by President Harrison a 
member of the United States Civil Service Commission. His 



ability and rugged honesty in the administration of the affairs of 
that office greatly helped to strengthen his hold on popular 

^ ^ H e c o n t i u u e d i n that office until May i, 1895, when he resigned 
to accept the office of Police Commissioner from Mayor Strong. 
Through his fearlessness and administrative ability as President 
of the Board, the demoralized police force was greatly improved. 
Early in 1897 he was called by the President to give up his New 
York office to become Assistant Secretary of the Navy. Then 
again his energy and quick mastery of detail had much to do with 
the speedy equipment of the navy for its brilliant feats m the war 
with Spam. c r a v e d S E R V I C E I N - p h e F I E L D . 

But soon after the outbreak of the war his patriotism and 
love of active life led him to leave the comparative quiet of his 
government office for service in the field. As a lieutenant-co onel 
of volunteers he recruited the First Volunteer Cavalry, popular y 
known as the Rough Riders. The men were gathered largely 
from the cowboys of the West and Southwest, but also numbered 
many college-bred men of the East. 

In the beginning he was second in command, with the rank 
of lieutenant colonel, Dr. Leonard Wood being colonel But 
at the close of the war the latter was a brigadier general, and 
Roosevelt was colonel in command. Since no horses were trans-
ported to Cuba, this regiment, together with the rest of the cav-
alry, was obliged to serve on foot. 

The regiment distinguished itself in the Santiago campaign, 
and Colonel Roosevelt became famous for his bravery in leading 
the charge up San Juan Hill on July 1 He was an efficient 
officer, and won the love and admiration of his men. His care 
for them was shown by the circulation of the famous round 
robin," which he wrote, protesting against keeping the army 
longer in Cuba. ^ ^ 

This violation of official rule deeply angered some of those 
in power at Washington, and there was a talk of visiting dis-
pleasure on his head. But Roosevelt was by this time in such 

S K E T C H O F P R E S I D E N T R O O S E V E L T . 

high favor with the whole people that nothing was done beyond 
the publication of a letter by Secretary of War Alger reflecting 
on Roosevelt, which was received with general denunciation, and 
Roosevelt was, instead, commissioned colonel on July 11. 

Colonel Roosevelt was nominated as Governor of New York 
State on September 27, 1898, receiving 753 votes, as againt 214 
for Governor Frank S. Black. His Democratic opponent was 
Judge Augustus Van Wyck. Colonel Roosevelt entered into the 
campaign with characteristic enthusiasm, and visited nearly 
every part of the State. He drew to his support the majority of 
the Independent Republicans and many of the Democrats, and 
carried New York State by a plurality of 18,079. 

A S T R O N G C H A R A C T E R . 

He brought to the new position the same force and personality 
that he had displayed in everything he had previously under, 
taken. Although classed in some particulars as an Independent 
Republican, he did not totally ignore the machine. Nor did he 
invariably follow its advice. He consulted all factions and fol-
lowed what seemed to him to be the best course for the State. 
He maintained his reputation for independence, yet held the re-
spect of the greater part of the machine managers. 

As the Presidential year of 1900 approached, it became ap-
parent that there was a popular demand that Roosevelt should 
have a place on the Republican ticket. He at first refused to 
listen to any such suggestion, declaring that he much preferred 
to be Governor of New York, but was finally induced to consent 
to the use of his name, and at the convention held in this city, 
in June, 1900, he was enthusiastically nominated for Vice-Presi-
dent. He went into the campaign with his accustomed vigor, 
making a tour of the country and speaking at many places. His 
tour was, in fact, the one picturesque feature of an otherwise 
rather dull and uninteresting campaign. 

After his election he spent the winter quietly, with the 
exception of a hunting trip in the Rocky Mountains, on returning 
from which he had to contradict numerous wild stories of his 



alleged exploits, written by imaginative correspondents wbo were 
never near bis party. He presided over the Senate during the 
session of 1901 with dignity and a comprehension of his duties 
which made a favorable impression on that body and upon the 
country. 

In the midst of his intensely active life Mr. Roosevelt has 
found time to do considerable literary work. The year after he 
was graduated from college he published his "Naval War of 
1812 •" in 1886 there came from his pen a " Life of Thomas H. 
Benton," published in the "American Statesmen Series; ' the 
following year he published a "Life of Gouverneur Morns 
which was followed in 1888 by his popular " Ranch Life and 
Hunting Trail." 

A U T H O R O F M A N Y W O R K S . 

In 1889 were published the first two volumes of what he consid-
ers his greatest work, "The Winning of the West." In 1890 
he added to the series of " Historic Towns " a " History of New 
York City " " Essays on Practical Politics," published 111 1892, 
was followed the next year by "The Wilderness Hunter," while 
in 1894 he added a third volume to his " Winning of the West. 
I111898 lie collected a volume of essays, entitled'"American Political 
Ideas." Since the Spanish war he has written a book on " The 
Rough Riders." 

When Theodore Roosevelt was first considered by the Repub-
lican leaders for the position of Vice President, the possibility of 
his succession to the office of Chief Magistrate was thoroughly 
debated, and it was resolved that should he be called, under the 
organic law to act as President of the United States he would be a 
perfectly safe man for his party and for the people. There were 
those who feared his strenuosity-his radicalism in certain lines 
and his sturdy insistence on reform in the party, but after fully 
considering the character and history of the famous Rough Rider 
leader, his character was passed and he was voted a sound party 
man and an eligible and trusty candidate. 

Roosevelt's character is summed up pretty well m this mes 

sage he sent a few years ago to a meeting of young men in New 
York City : 

" First and foremost be American, heart and soul, and go in 
with any person, heedless of anything but that person's qualifica-
tions. For myself I'd as quickly work beside Pat Dugan as with 
the last descendant of a patroon ; it literally makes no difference 
to me so long as the work is good and the man is in earnest. One 
other thing I'd like to teach the young man of wealth. That he 
who has not got wealth owes his first duty to his family, but he who 
has means owes his first duty to his State. It is ignoble to try to 
heap money on money. I would preach the doctrine of work to 
all, and to the men of wealth the doctrine of unremunerative 
work." 

N E E D S N O A P O L O G I E S . 

A salient point in the public and private career of Theodore 
Roosevelt is that no one ever had to apologize for him. Away 
out on the northwestern border of North Dakota, 600 miles from 
St. Paul, where the little Missouri winds its swift way through 
the heart of the Bad Lands, there stands the town of Medora. 
There Theodore Roosevelt first put the eight-pointed cross brand 
on his own cattle, and gave the outside world an initial illustra-
tion of what kind of strenuousness he believed in. 

Before that time (1886-87) his personality had impressed itself 
upon college mates at Columbia and the small circle of intimate 
friends about him in New York city. But Medora, whether he 
intended it to be so or not, was the starting point in his public 
career. The man who would "come west" and not steal cattle 
from his neighbors, who would "tote" fair, who, bred in luxurj', 
would take the worst as well as the best of ranch life without a 
murmer, was a novelty to the press as well as the public, and as 
" cow man " the present President of the United States is known. 

" What strong direction did your home influence take in your 
boyhood ? " was asked Mr. Roosevelt. 

" Why," he replied, " I was brought up with the constant 
injunction to be active and industrious. My father—all my 
people—held that no one had a right to merely cumber the 



earth ; that the most contemptible of created beings is the man 
who does nothing. I imbibed the idea that I must work hard, 
whether at making money or whatever. 

" T h e whole family training taught me that I must be doing 
must be working-and at decent work. I made my health what 
it is 1 determined to be strong and well, and did everything 
to make myself so. By the time I entered Harvard College I 
was able to take my part iu whatever sports I liked. I wrestled 
and sparred and ran a great deal while m college, and though I 
never came in first, I got more good out of the exercise than 
those who did, because I immensely enjoyed it and never injured 

m y S e K ' P R A C T I C E D W R E S T L I N G A N D B O X I N G . 

" I was fond of wrestling and boxing ; I think I was a good 
deal of a wrestler, and though I never won a championship, yet 
more than once I won my trial heats and got into the final round 
I was captain of my polo team at one time, but since I left college 
I have taken most of my exercise in the 'cow country' or moun-

t a m Returning from the West he plunged into politics and was 
thrice chosen to the New York Legislature, wherein he became 
famous as a free lance. 

It was at this time that Mr. Roosevelt became involved in a 
conflict with the party organization and defeated it. He did it 
so thoroughly that his own delegates were sent to the county, 
State and national conventions of 1884. That was the year James 
G. Blaine desired to be President. Mr. Roosevelt escaped the 
Blaine contagion and took the New York delegation away from 
that statesman. He formed a combination be ween the Arthur 
and Edmunds men and defeated the Blaine following. 

He was sent to the Chicago convention with Andrew D. 
White George William Curtis and a number of other famous men. 
It may be written here that Mr. Roosevelt never left the Republi-
can party, but he has always felt that upon a question of p r i n c ^ e 
he was bound to act upon his own judgment He has he ld tha tc i ty 
politics should be divorced from those of the State and the nation, 

that politics is not a grab game for spoils, but a dignified, honor-
able science to be unselfishly pursued ; and yet he recognizes the 
fact that, in order to do good work in politics one must work with 
his party, which is to say with an organization. As a legislator he 
was a sore spot to "machine" partisans or men of corrupt in-
clinations. Courageous men loved him. 

While in the Legislature he secured the passage of the 
measure which gave the Mayor of New York the power and 
opportunity to do his best in wielding the appointing power in 
connection with the police force. Prior to this the old Tweed 
charter had vested in the aldermen the power of rejecting or 
accepting the Mayor's appointments. The Roosevelt bill took 
this power from the aldermen. The Roosevelt investigation of 
the same year placed the county clerk's office, which had been 
reaping $82,000 a year in fees, upon a salary, and various other 
reforms were effected. In 1886 Mr. Roosevelt ran for Mayor of 
New York and polled a larger proportion of the total vote than 
was polled by any Republican canditate until W. L. Strong was 
elected. 

C I V I L S E R V I C E C O M M I S S I O N E R . 

When General Harrison came to the Presidency he appointed 
Mr. Roosevelt Civil Service Commissioner, and that position he 
held until he became Police Commissioner of the city of New 
York. In the six years that he was Civil Service Commissioner 
he saw the law applied to twice as many offices as when he took 
the office ; in fact, he added 20,000 offices to the scope of the 
reform law. The law was also well executed while he was in 
office. . . 

From the Police Commissionership he passed to the position 
of Assistant Secretary of the Navy, where he woke up the fossils, 
gave Dewey the Manila opportunity, infused vigor into the 
officialism of Washington, made some people dislike him and a 
great many more care for him, and when war was threatened 
jumped into the centre of action with Colonel Leonard S. Wood 
and organized the Rough Riders. They fought like demons at 
Las Guasimas. They passed on to Kettle Hill, to San Juan and 



to Santiago. He was on the firing line always, taking just what 
his men did, asking no more. Regular army officers called him an 
"ideal commander." His regiment was cared for as few were 
during the short period of the S p a n i s h - A m e r i c a n War. From 
Santiago he went to Camp Wikoff, and thence to the Governorship 
of New York by popular will. As Governor, he marked himself 
by his persistent fight against legislative corruption, and in favor 

of fair corporation taxation. . ^ . 0 0 , 
Mr Roosevelt married Miss Edith Kermit Carrow m 1886, 

and they have five children, three boys and two girls, and a 
daughter by the first Mrs. Roosevelt His home, where all his 
children were born, is called Sagamore Hill, and is at Oyster Bay, 
L I In New York city he sometimes occupies a rented house. 
Mrs Roosevelt and the children are essentially a part of his life. 
While his official duties keep him away from them they are never 
absent from his thought nor he from theirs. His home life is as 
ideal as his public life is clean. 

M A D E S P E E C H E S I N T H E W E S T . 

Colonel Roosevelt visited the West and made several speeches 
in which he fully maintained the independent stand he years ago 
assumed, but heartily endorsed the policies of the administration 
and the fundamental principles of the Republican party. 

Theodore Roosevelt has had sorrow, having lost a beloved 
mother and a most charming wife, his first love, who was Miss 
Alice Lee, of Boston. They died in the same house withm a few 
hours of each other, and the grief of the great strong man was 

P l t l f T h e present Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt, who, before her mar-
riage was Edith Carow, of New York, is a remarkable woman, and 
one of rare personality. She is a woman of the highest prinaple 
and of a far more than ordinary mental calibre From her earlies 
childhood she has been an omnivorous reader and a constant 
student. She has always shrunk from anything like notoriety 
and the necessary publicity that her husband's position has forced 
upon her has been, so far as lay in her power, made less 

conspicuous. She is a New Yorker by birth, was educated at one 
of the fashionable schools and has spent several years traveling 
abroad. She is an accomplished linguist and her musical knowl-
edge is far above the ordinary. 

Ever since her marriage she has devoted herself, heart and 
soul, to her husband's career and at the same time has been a 
devoted mother. She has not, in one sense of the word, gone 
into society at all, although by her birth as well as her marriage 
she has always had a position which involves certain social duties. 
Her circle of acquaintances has been from childhood the same as 
her husband's, and they have among their friends the leading 
people of the country. Mrs. Roosevelt is rather petite, has brown 
hair and brown eyes, a clear skin with some color when she is 
excited, but her chief beauty is her mouth, which is marvelously 
expressive. 

H I S P E R S O N A N D D R E S S . 

Mrs. Roosevelt dresses neatly and simply with a quiet ele-
gance. Her wealth of tresses is pushed back from the forehead, 
except a few curly ringlets that play about her temples. She is 
not an athlete, but she is a finished horsewoman and is fond of 
outdoor exercise. Mrs. Roosevelt is a member of half a dozen 
clubs and has long been identified with a score of charities. 

She possesses the great talent which made Mrs. Cleveland so 
popular, of remembering the faces of people she meets once or 
twice and also being able to remember all about them. She is 
the boon companion, as well as the very wise and tender mother, 
of her stepdaughter and her own children, who are much younger 
than Miss Alice Roosevelt. She has a wide knowledge of politics, 
both foreign and American. She is a frail looking women, but 
has much more strength than she apparently possesses. She is 
deeply religious. 

Mr. Roosevelt's two sisters are women noted for their rare 
charm, intelligence and their most gracious manners. Mrs. 
Cowles, formerly Miss Anna Roosevelt, has been married only a 
few years, although she is older than her brother Theodore. Her 



charitable work is known the world over, and her business ability 

i S " w h e n her cousin, Mr. j . Roosevelt, was in charge of the 
British Embassy in London, she went over as h.s guest and 
staved with him for a time, taking charge of h i . household. Her 
success" a hostess was marvelous in London, in fact, in Eng-
and where she made countless warm friends and where she met 

Commander Cowles, whom she married the f o i l i n g year. In 
Washington, where she is a very marked personality, she comes 
nearer to haring a salon than any other American woman. 

S T R O N G L O V E O F H O M E . 

The Roosevelt love of home is a marked characteristic of the 
familyiwtconffiied at allto this generation, for the 
nesswas at one time aby word, and to this day the immediate members 

S i s ; 

spot 011 earth. TTooti Theodore Roosevelt, 

- S S S s S s f a s s t s 

^ " " X c ^ t i b i n g p u b l i c i s t ; 

^ t l S on t h e s e s t e t s o n his 

^ a " " I c e had been adminisLed by Judge 

^ ^ ^ ^ ^ national bereavement, s f the 

f S X T S ^ t r r place and prosperity and honor of 

our beloved country.' Nothing more could be desired, particu-
larly if the words of the incoming Executive referred to the later 
policy of his lamented predecessor, whose outlook had become 
broadened by experience and inspired by a spirit more cosmopoli-
tan than that which had characterized the putative author of the 
McKinley bill. 

" But Mr. Roosevelt is not an unknown quantity in public 
life in the United States. Few men at his age in recent Ameri-
can history have attained equal distinction and notoriety—the 
word being used in no invidious or disparaging sense. He has 
lived in the white light of publicity almost from his youthful cow-
boy days. He sprang into early fame as the historian of the 
conquest of the Great West, and has since remained prominent, 
with few intermissions, in various branches of the public service 
more or less important. He has been Police Commissioner in 
New York city, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Colonel of Vol-
unteers, Governor of his native State, and Vice President of the 
Union ; and now he has attained the highest honor within reach 
of an American citizen. 

H I S C H A R A C T E R A N O P E N B O O K . 

"I f Theodore Roosevelt's character has not been read by 
the American people as an open book spread out before them, it 
has not been through auy fault of his own. He has not been 
content to talk of the strenuous life ; he has lived it. Intensity 
is his predominant trait. His greatest failing, perhaps, is lack 
of steadiness—by which it is not to be inferred that he is weak. 
Far from that being the case, he is, if anything, too strong-willed. 
But what is meant is that he has betrayed in the past want of 
poise. This failing, however, is usually associated with imma-
turity, and is likely to be sloughed off as the individual possessed 
of it attains riper experience. 

" President Roosevelt has wit and grit, and if he shall keep 
his feet on firm ground, the affairs of the nation will doubtless be 
quite secure in his hands, and will be conducted by him with dis-
creet conservatism. The weight of responsibility is not conducive 



to soaring; and thus ballasted there is every ground for expecting 
P r e s i d e n t Roosevelt to turn his back to the glory-crowned heights 
and to travel the safe though prosaic and toilsome path of duty, 
as will be required of him by the national interests. 

The following estimate of Mr. Roosevelt was written during 
the campaign that made him Vice-President. It is from a Colorado 
poet in praise of the Rough Rider : 

. N o w , doff y o u r ha t to Teddy , boys, for he 's t he proper man . 
His life has been a t r iumph since its s tar t ing first began. 
His pluck and spirit in t he days h e roamed upon the range 
H a s builded u p a charac te r no circumstance can change 
F r o m a cowboy on the ' r o u n d - u p ' t o the Governor of h.s State 
W e ' v e always found a m a n in him t h a t ' s strictly up to date. 
As a dar ing ' b ronco buster, ' or a Colonel in command 
We' l l g r e e t him with McKinley with an open, hear ty hand. 
H e served his count ry nobly and fired his faithful boys 
With patriotic valor, amid the cannon's noise. 
A n d , as they to him were loyal, in bat t le ' s fierce array, 
So will the voters prove to be upon election day. 
I Z doff 'your hats to Teddy , boys, the man with gri t and nerve 
In every office that he fills, t he people will he serve. 
Progression is his policy, no laggard in the race, ^ 
He ' l l lead us on to victory, whatever be the pace. 

Theodore Roosevelt is the third graduate of Harvard Uni-
versityto hold the highest honor in the gift of the American 
; e o p k John Adams and John Quincy Adams were graduated 
f r o m Harvard. It was in 1825 when J. Q . Adams became presi-
dent Now comes Roosevelt. Roosevelt entered Harvard m 1876 
when he was eighteen years old. His work m co lege was charac-
r f J l d h v t h e enthusiasm and earnestness which have become 
known to all the people as dominant traits of his character m 

^ When he came to the Cambridge college he was a slight lac wnen 11 k a d l c l o u s a n C 

and not m - b u s , . h a J e at ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

l ^ r r S s s ^ r figure and redoubled energy. He 

wrestled and sparred and ran a great deal, but never indulging 
in athletic work to the point of injury. 

In his studies young Roosevelt was looked upon " as pecu-
liarly earnest and mature in the way he took hold of things," as 
one of his classmates put it. Ex-Mayor Josiah Quincy, of Boston, 
who was in college with Roosevelt, says of him : 

" He exhibited in his college days most of the traits of 
character which he has shown in after years and on the larger 
stage of political life. In appearance and manner he has changed 
remarkably little in twenty years, and I should say that his lead-
ing characteristic in college was the very quality of strenuousness 
which is now so associated with his public character. Iu what-
ever he did he showed unusual energy, and the same aggressive 
earnestness which has carried so far in later life. 

M A T U R E B E Y O N D H I S Y E A R S . 

" He exhibited a maturity of character,, if not of intellectual 
development, greater than that of most of his classmates, and was 
looked upon as one of the notable members of the class—as one 
who possessed certain qualities of leadership and of popularity 
which might carry him far in the days to come, if not counter-
balanced by impulsiveness in action or obstinacy in adhering to 
his own ideas. He was certainly regarded as a man of unusually 
good fighting qualities, of determination, pluck and tenacity. 

" If his classmates had been asked in their senior year to 
pick out the one member of the class who would be best adapted 
for such a service which he rendered with the Rough Riders in 
Cuba I think that, almost with one voice, they would have named 
Roosevelt. Theodore Roosevelt is in many respects as broad and 
typical an American as the country has produced." 

Both his fellows and his teachers say that he was much above 
the average as a student. He was just as original, just as reliant 
on his own judgment as he is now. In a mere matter of opinion 
or of dogma he had no respect for an instructor say-so above his 
own convictions, and some of his contemporaries iu college recall 
with smiles some very strenuous discussions with teachers in 
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Cuba I think that, almost with one voice, they would have named 
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own convictions, and some of his contemporaries in college recall 
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which he was involved by his habit of defending his own convic-
tions. 

At graduation he was one of the comparatively few who took 
honors, his subject being natural history. When yonng Roose-
velt entered college he developed the taste for hunting and natural 
history which has since led him so often and so far through field 
and forest. His rifle and his hunting kit were the most conspicu-
ous things in his room. His birds he mounted himself. 

Live turtles and insects were always to be found in his study, 
and one who lived in the house with him at the time recalls well 
the excitement caused by a particularly large turtle sent by a 
friend from the southern seas, which got out of its box one night and 
started for the bathroom in search for water. Although well 
toward the top as a student he still had his full share of the gay 
rout that whiles dull care away. In his sophomore year he was 
one of the forty men in his class who belonged to the Institute of 
1770. 

B E L O N G E D T O S E V E R A L C L U B S . 

In his senior year he was a member of the Porcelain, the 
Alpha Delta Phi, and the Hasty Pudding Clubs, being secretary 
of the last named. In the society of Boston he was often seen. 

Roosevelt's membershiD in clubs other than social shows 
conspicuously the kind of college man he was. In rowing, base-
ball and foot-ball he was an earnest champion, but never a promi-
nent participant. In the other athletic contests he was often seen. 
It was as a boxer that he excelled. Boxing was a regular feature 
of the Harvard contests of that day, and " Teddy," as he was uni-
versally called, was the winner of many a bout. 

He had his share in college journalism. During his senior 
year he was one of the editors of the "Advocate." Unlike the other 
editors, he was not himself a frequent contributor. 

The range of his interests is shown by this enumeration of 
clubs in which he had membership. The Natural History Society, 
of which he was vice-president; the Art Club, of which Professor 
Charles Eliot Norton was the president; the Finance Club, the 
Glee Club (associate member), the Harvard Rifle Corps, the O. K. 
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Society, of which he was treasurer, and the Harvard Athletic 
Association, of which he was steward. 

Roosevelt's share of class-day honors was membership m the 
class committee. All who knew Roosevelt in his college days 
speak of him as dashing and picturesque in his ways and hand-
some appearance. His photograph, taken at graduation shows 
BO moustache, but a rather generous allowance of side whiskers. 

Although he was near sighted and wore glasses at the time, 
they do not appear in the photograph. Maturity and sobriety are 
the most evident characteristics of the countenance. A companion 
of student days tells a story to show that the future President did 
things then much as he does them now. A horse in a stable close 
to Roosevelt's room made a sudden noise one night which de-
manded instant attention. 

B O U N D E D F R O M A N U P P E R W I N D O W . 

Young Roosevelt was in bed at the time, but he waited not 
for davtime clothes. Nor did he even wait to go down the steps. 
He bounded out the second-story window, and had quieted the 
row before the less impetuous neighbors arrived. It was while in 
college that he conceived the idea of his history of the American 
Navy in the War of 1812. This volume was written s o o n after 
leaving college. He was not yet twenty-four when it was completed 

In view of the position which the author afterward held, next 
to the head of the American Navy, the preface, written before the 
beginning of our present navy, is of striking interest He says : 
"At present people are beginning to realize that it is folly for the 
g r e a t English-speaking Republic to rely for defense upon a navy 
composed partly of antiquated hulks and partly of new vessels 
rather more worthless than the old.' 

32 



CHAPTER XXVif . 

President Roosevelt in the Battle of San Juan-Story of 
Brave Exploits-Narrow Escape-Ballad of "Teddy's 
Terrors." 

THE part acted by President Roosevelt in our war with Spain 
-ave him great prominence and showed the sterling charac-

teristics of the man. General Wheeler's official account of the 
first battle at Santiago officially known as the battle of Siboney, 
or La Ouasina, thus refers to the famous Rough Rider : 

" Colonel Wood's regiment was on the extreme left of the 
line and too far distant for me to be a personal witness of the 
individual conduct of the officers and men ; but the magnificent 

' bravery shown by the regiment under the lead of Colonel \\ ood 
testifies to his courage and skill and the energy and determina-
tion of his officers, which have been marked from the moment he 
reported to me at Tampa, Fla., and I have abundant evidence of 
his brave and good conduct on the field, and I recommend him 
for the consideration of the Government. I must rely upon his 
report to do justice to his officers and men, but I desire person-
ally to add that all I have said regarding Colonel \\ ood applies 
equally to Colonel Roosevelt. , ^ . 

" I was immediately with the troops of the First and Tenth 
Regular Cavalry, dismounted, and I personally noticed then-
brave and good conduct, which will be specially mentioned by 
General Young." , , _ . , . 

" There must have been nearly fifteen hundred Spaniards m 
front and to the sides of us," said Lieutenant-Colonel Roosevelt 
i u s t after the fight. " They held the ridges with the rifle pits 
and machine guns, and hid a body of men in ambush in the 
thick i uugle at the sides of the road over which we were advanc-
ing Our advance guard struck the men in ambush and drove 
them out. But they lost Captain Capron, Lieutenant Thomas 
and about fifteen men killed or wounded. 
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"The Spanish firing was accurate, so accurate indeed that it 
surprised me, and their firing was fearfully heavy. I want to say 
a word f j r our own men," continued Lieutenant-Colonel Roose-
velt. " Every officer and man did his duty up to the handle. Not 
a man flinched." 

From another officer who took a prominent part in the fight-
ing, more details were obtained. " When the firing began," said 
he, "Lieutenant-Colonel Roosevelt took the right wing with 
Troops G and K, under Captains Llewelyn and Jenkins, and 
moved to the support of Captain Capron, who was getting it hard. 
At the same time Colonel Wood and Major Brodie took the left 
wing and advanced in open order on the Spanish right wing. 
Major Brodie was wounded before the troops had advanced one 
hundred yards. Colonel Wood then took the right wing and 
shifted Colonel Roosevelt to the left. 

" W I T H A Y E L L , T H E M E N S P R A N G F O R W A R D . " 

" In the meantime the fire of the Spaniards had increased in 
volume, but, notwithstanding this, an order for a general charge 
was given, and with a yell the men sprang forward. Colonel 
Roosevelt, in front of his men, snatched a rifle and ammunition 
belt from a wounded soldier, and cheering and yelling with his 
men, led the advance. In a moment the bullets were singing 
like a swarm of bees all around them, and everv instant some poor 
fellow went down. On the right wing Captain McClintock had 
his leg broken by a bullet from a machine gun, while four of his 
men went down. At the same time Captain Luna, of Troop F, 
lost nine of his men. Then the reserves, Troops K and E, were 
ordered up. 

" There was no more hesitation. Colonel Wood, with the 
right wing, charged straight at a block-house eight hundred yards 
away, and Colonel Roosevelt on the left, charged at the same 
time. Up the men went, yelling like fiends and never stopping 
to return the fire of the Spaniards, but keeping 011 writh a grim 
determination to capture the block-house. 

" That charge was the end. When within five hundred yards 



of the coveted point the Spaniards broke and ran, and for the first 
Llc we S the pleasure, which the Spaniards h ^ expen 

encing all through the engagement, of shooting w.th the enemy 

<rrit I was not there, but I have been told of at repeatedly Dy 

superior officer in front of Santiago in July were- given ou^b the 
W f r Department at W a s h i n g ^ December * ^ B j ^ 
ports describe the operations of the Rough Kiaers 
San Juan, the second telling a much fuller story. 

T H E B R A V E T R O O P E R S . 
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great gallantry. As for ^ ^ ^ g ^ H e was a man 

courage. w ho showed signal 

as examples of the rest, not as exceptions. 

"Captain Jenkins acted as Major and showed such con-
spicuous gallantry and efficiency that I earnestly hope he may 
be promoted to major as soon as a vacancy occurs. Captains 
Lewell en, Muller and Luna led their troops throughout the 
charges, handling them admirably. At the end of the battle 
Lieutenants Kane, Greenwood and Goodrich were in charge of 
their troops immediately under my eye, and I wish particularly 
to commend their conduct throughout. 

" But the most conspicuous gallantry was shown by 1 rooper 
Rowland. He was wounded in the side in our first fight, but kept 
in the firing line. He was sent to the hospital the next day, but 
left it and marched out to us, overtaking us, and fought all 
through this battle with such indifference to danger that I was 
forced again and again to restrain and threaten him for runmug 
needless risks. CLIMBED A WIRE FENCE. 

" Great gallantry was also shown by four troopers whom I 
cannot identify and by Trooper Winslow Clark, of Troop G It 
was after we had taken the first hill. I had called out to rush the 
second, and having by that time lost my horse, climbed a wire 
fence and started toward it. 

" After going a couple of hundred yards under a heavy hre, 
I found that no one else had come. As I discovered later it was 
simply because in the confusion, with men shooting and being 
shot, they had not noticed me start. I told the five men to wait 
a moment, as it might be misunderstood if we all ran back, while 
I ran back and started the regiment, and as soon as I did so the 
regiment came with a rush. 

" But meanwhile the five men coolly lay down m the open, 
returning the fire from the trenches. It is to be wondered at that 
onlv Clark was seriously wounded, and he called out, as we passed 
again, to lay his canteen where he could reach it, but to continue 
the charge and leave him where he was. All the wounded had to 
be left until after the fight, for we could spare no men from the 
firing line. Very respectfully, 

" THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
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The second and more important report was addressed to Brig-
adier General Wood, and dated Camp Hamilton, near Santiago, 
July 20th. It was as follows : 

« S I R — I n obedienee to your directions I herewith report on 
the operations of my regiment from the ist to the 17th inst, 
inclusive 

" As I have already made you two reports about the hrst 
day s operations, I shall pass over them rather briefly. 

" On the morning of the first day my regiment was formed 
at the head of the second brigade, by the El Paso sugar mill. 
When the batteries opened the Spaniards replied to us with 
shrapnel, which killed and wounded several of the aien of my 
regiment. We then marched towards the right, and my regiment 
crossed theford before the balloon came down there and attracted 
the fire of the enemy, so at that point we lost no one. My orders 
had been to march fonvard until I joined General Lawton s right 
wing but after going about three-quarters of a mile, I was halted 
and told to remain in reserve near the creek by a deep lane. 

A S H O W E R O F B U L L E T S . 
« The bullets dropped thick among us for the next hour 

while we lay there, and many of my men were killed or wounded. 
Among the former was Captain O'Neill, whose loss was a very 
heavy blow to the regiment, for he was a singularly gallant and 
efficient officer. Acting Lieutenant Haskell was also shot at this 
time He showed the utmost courage and had been of great use 
during the fighting and marching. It seems to me some action 
should be taken about him. ^ f . , 

"You then sent me word to move forward in support of the 
regular cavalry, and I advanced the regiment in column of com-
panies, each company deployed as skirmishers. We moved 
through several skirmish lines of the regiment ahead of us, as it 
seemed to me our only chance was in rushing the mtrenchments 
in front instead of firing at them from a distance 

« Accordingly we charged the blockhouse and entrenchments 
on the hill to our right against a heavy fire. It was taken in 

STORY OF BRAVE EXPLOITS. 

good style, the men of my regiment thus being the first to capture 
any fortified position and to break through the Spanish lines. 
The guidons of G and E trood were first at this point, but some 
of the men of A and B troops, who were with me personally, got 
in ahead of them. At the last wire fence up this hill I was 
obliged to abandon my horse, and after that we went 011 foot. 

" After capturing this hill we first of all directed a heavy 
fire upon the San Juan hill to our left, which was at the time 
being assailed by the regular infantry and cavalry, supported by 
Captain Parker's Gatling guns. By the time San Juan was 
taken a large force had assembled ou the hill we had previously 
captured, consisting not only of my own regiment, but of the 
Ninth aud portions of other cavalry regiments. 

C H A R G E U N D E R H O T F I R E . 

« We then charged forward under a very heavy fire across the 
valley against the Spanish entrenchments on the hill in the rear 
of San J uau hill. This we also took, capturing several prisoners. 

" We then formed in whatever order we could and moved for-
ward, driving the Spanish before us to the crest of the hills in 
front, which were immediately opposite the city of Santiago itself. 
Here I received orders to halt and hold the line on the lull s 
crest I had at the time fragments of the Sixth Cavalry Regi-
ment and an occasional infantryman under me- th ree or four 
hundred men all told. As I was the highest there, I took com-
mand of all of them, and so continued till next morning. 

" The Spaniards attempted a counter attack that afteruoou, 
but were easily driven back, and then, until after dark, we 
remained under a heavy fire from their rifles aud great guns, 
lying flat ou our faces on a gentle slope just behind the crest. 

" Captain Parker's Gatling battery was run up to the right 
of mv regiment aud did most excellent and gallant service In 
order to charge the men had, of course, been obliged to throw-
away their packs, and we had nothing to sleep in and nothing o 
eat. We were lucky enough, however, to find in the last block-
house captured, the Spanish dinners, still cooking, which we ate 



with relish They consisted chiefly of rice and peas, with a big 
pot containing a stew of fresh meat, probably for the officers^ 

" We also distributed the captured Spanish blankets as far as 
they would go among our men, and gathered a good deal of 
Mauser ammunition for use in the Colt rapid fire gnus, which 
were being brought up. That night we dug entrenchments across 

t h e ^ " i ' three o'clock in the morning the Spaniards made another 
attack upon us, which was easily repelled, and at four they opened 
the day a heavy rifle and shrapnel fire. All day long we 
remained under this, r e p l y i n g whenever we got the chance. In 
the evening, at about eight o'clock, the Spaniards fired three guns 
and then opened a very heavy rifle fire, their sk.rinisliers coming 

well forward. M E N ^ T H E T R E N C H E S . 

" I oot all mv men down into the trenches, as did the other 
command near me, and we opened a heavy return fire. The 
Spanish advance was at once stopped, and after an hour their fire 
died awav. This uigl.t we completed most of our trenches and 
w a n to build bomb proofs. The protection afforded our men 
was -ood, and the next morning I had but one man wounded from 
be rifle ;«d shell fire until twelve o'clock, when the truce came. 

"I do not mention the officers and men who particularly dis-
tinguished themselves as I have nothing to add in this respect to 
what was contained in my former letter. 

" There were numerous Red Cross flags flying in the various 
parts of the city, two of them so arranged that they directly 
!o«"ed batteries in our front and for some time were the cause 
^ „ur not firing at them. The Spanish guerrillas were very 
" especially in our rear, where they seemed by preference to 
* tick the wounded men who were being carried on litters the 
docto- and medical attendants with Red Cross flags on their 

feftS-KCV sharpshooters and sent them out 
after the guerrillas? of whom they killed thirteen. Two °f the 
men^ thus filled were shot several hours after the truce had been 

ia operation, because, in spite of tbis fact, they kept firing upon 
our men as thev went to draw water. They were stationed in the 
trees, as the guerrillas were generally, and, owing to the density 
of the foliage and to the use of smokeless powder rifles, it was an 
exceedingly difficult matter to locate them. 

"For the next seven days, until the iotli, we lay in our line 
while the truce continued. We had continually to work at addi-
tional bombproofs and at the trenches, and as we had no proper 
supply of food and utterly inadequate medical facilities the men 
suffered a good deal. The officers chipped together, purchased 
beans, tomatoes and sugar for the men, so that they might have 
some relief from the bacon and hardtack. With a great deal of 
difficulty we got them coffee. 

F O U G H T A F T E R B E I N G W O U N D E D . 

"As for the sick and wounded, they suffered so in the hospitals 
when sent to the rear for lack of food and attention that we found 
it best to keep them at the front and give them such care as our 
own doctors could. As I mentioned in my previous letter, 
thirteen of our wounded men continued to fight through the 
battle in spite of their injuries. In spite of their wounds those 
sent to the rear, many both sick and wounded, came up to rejoin 
us as soon as their condition allowed them to walk. 

" On the ioth the truce was at an end and the bombardment 
reopened. As far as our lines were concerned, it was 011 the 
Spanish part very feeble. We suffered no losses, and speedily 
got the fire from their trenches in our front completely under 
control. On the n t l i we moved three-quarters of a mile to the 
right, the truce again being 011. 

" Nothing happened there, except we continued to watch and 
do our best to get the men, especially the sick, properly fed. 
Having no transportation, and being able to get hardly any 
through the regular channels, we used anything we could find-
captured Spanish cavairv horses, abandoned mules, some of which 
had been injured, but which our men took and cured; diminutive, 
skinny ponies purchased from the Cubans, etc. 



" By these means and by the exertions of the officers we were 
able, from time to time, to get supplies of beans, sugar, tomatoes 
and even oatmeal, while from the Red Cross people we got our 
invaluable load of rice, cornmeal, etc. 

" All of this was of the utmost consequence, not only for the 
sick, but for those nominally well, as the lack of proper food was 
telling terribly on the men. It was utterly impossible to get 
them clothes and shoes. Those they had were, in many cases, 
literally dropping to pieces. 

« ¿ n the seventeenth the city surrendered. On the eighteenth 
we shifted camp to here, the best camp we have had, but the march 
hither under the noonday sun told very heavily 011 our men, 
weakened by underfeeding and overwork, and the next morning 
123 cases were reported to the doctor, and I now have but half of 
the 600 men, with which I landed four weeks ago, fit for duty, 
and these are not fit to do anything like the work they could 
do then. 

A N I G H T O F H A R D S H I P S . 

" As we had but one wagon, the change necessitated leaviug 
much of my stuff behind, with a night of discomfort, with scanty 
shelter and scanty food for the most of the officers and many of 
the men. Only the possession of the improvised pack traiH 
alluded to above, saved us from being worse. ^ 

« Yesterday I sent in a detail of six officers and m n to see i* 
they could not purchase or make arrangements for a supply ot 
proper food and proper clothing for the men, even if we had to 
pay it out of our own pockets. Our suffering has been due, 
primarily, to lack of transportation and of proper food or suffi-
cient clothing and of medical supplies. 

" W e should now have wagon sheets for tentage. Very 

r e s p e c t f u l l y ' X A ^ O r u e 

Among the United States regulars whose terms of enlistment 
expired during the Santiago campaign, and who quit the service 
upon returning to this country, was a man of the Ninth Infantry, 

known to the members of the regiment as Joliuson of Maryland. 
He was a tall, lanky Southerner, and the pride of the Ninth be-
c a u s e of his marksmanship, which was so true that Johnson was 
head and shoulders over all the others in handling a Krag-
Jorgenseu. 

He appeared to be the most contented man in Uncle Sam's 
sen ice, and often spoke of re-enlisting, until an event occurred 
just after the first day's fighting at San Juan, which caused him 
to change his mind, and he vowed never to handle a gun again. 
He would never speak of it to his comrades, but they all knew 
why he quit ; and although they argued and tried to persuade him 
to remain, Johnson only sook his head aud said, " No, boys, I can't 
stay with you any longer. I'd like to, but don't ask me again. 
I can't do it. I must get out." 

S T O R Y O F A T R O O P E R . 

One of the members of Johnson's company tells the story of 
what caused the Ninth to loose its crack shot. 

" We had been engaged in the hottest kind of work for some 
hours, and after taking the first line of Spanish trenches we were 
fixing them up for our own use. The Spaniards had been driven 
back, but their sharpshooters were still at it, picking off our men 
here aud there. The Mauser bullets were whizzing around us 
pretty lively, and I noticed that Johnson was getting more and 
more impatient every minute, and acting as if he was just aching 
to get at those Spanish sharpshooters, and finally he turned to me, 
and in his drawling tone, said: 'Say, its tough we can't get a 
chance at them.' 

" He soon got his chauce, however, for just as dusk began our 
captain ordered a dozen of us to advance a short distance ahead, 
and well bevond the trenches our forces had captured. When we 
arrived on the spot Ave were halted on the edge of a dense wood. 
Just ahead of us was an open space of clear ground, and on the 
other side of that alow, thick brush, which extended as far as 1 
could see. . . . , 

"Just before night came on we received our final orders, 



which were to pay particular attention to the brush just ahead of 
us on the other side of the clearing, and to shoot at the first head 
we saw We had settled down to our tiresome occupation o 
watching and waiting, but always prepared for anything, and 
Tohnson and I were talking in low tones of the day's fighting we 
had just passed through, when we heard the sound of a dry twig 
breaking We were alert in an instant, and all the men in our 
liue were looking straight ahead with pieces half raised, ready for 
use As I looked at Johnson I could see him smile, apparent y 
with the hope of a chance to shoot. The sound repeated itself, 
this time a little nearer, but still quite indistinct. 

<• An instant later we again heard it, and it sounded directly 
a h e a d of Johnson and me, and was, beyond a doubt a cautious 
tread, but too heavy for a man. While we waited in almost 
breathless silence for something to happen we again heard the 
cautious tread, now quite plain. It was the tread of a horse and 
was just ahead of us. Suddenly, as the head became garner, a 
d a r k object appeared just above the top of the brush Dozens of 
guns were raised, but Johnson whispered : 'I've got him. 

H O R S E A N D R I D E R S T E P O U T . 

"He crawled a few paces forward and we saw him raise his 
gun, his fingers nervously working on the trigger At that 
instant the brush parted and a horse and rider stepped out. We 
saw Johnson stretch out his piece and we expected to see a flash 
but just then the rider turned in his saddle, and by the dim light 
from the dull red glow that still tinged the sky we saw a pair of 
cveglasses flash. We all knew at once who it was, but not one 
of us spoke. We were probably too horrified, and before I could 
say a word Johnson turned to me,.and with a look on his face I 
shall n e v e r f o r g e t , exclaimed in a hoarse voice : 

" ' My God, Ben, Roosevelt! And I nearly plucked him . 
"With this he threw his gun from him and just sat there 

and stared at the place in the brush where Colonel Roosevelt and 
hi . horse had entered. The latter, when he heard the voices of 
our men, came straight up to us, and appeared surprised to find 

US so far beyond the trench. When he heard of the orders about 
shooting at the first head we saw, he smiled and said : 

" 'Tha t is the first I've heard of the orders. They were 
probably issued while I was away on a little reconnoitering on 
my own hook.' 

" He spoke cheeringly to the men about and passed on, little 
thinking how near he was to death a few minutes before. The 
more we thought of it after he passed the more in the dumps we 
got, for every one of us loved the Colonel of the Rough Riders, 
particularly for his kindness to his men, and I tell you it was a 
gloomy crowd that sat there watching Johnson, who, with his 
head supported by his hand, was either praying or thinking 
H A R D N O T H A P P Y A F T E R W A R D . 

"We were relieved shortly afterward, and as we marched 
back in silence Johnson walked with bowed head and none of us 
spoke to him, for we imagined that he felt as if he would like to 
be alone From that dav Johnson showed a restlessness that was 
new to him, and I never saw him so happy as the day he stepped 
aboard the transport bound for home. 

" I don't k n o w whether any word of the affair ever reached 
Colonel Roosevelt's ears, but it was a mighty narrow lescape, and 
I tell you that I would rather have twenty-five Spaniards with 
a bead on me at 100 yards than for Johnson to pick me out for a 
target at 300 yards. In the first case you would have a good 
chance of escaping injury, but with Johnson shooting it was a 
clear case of cashing in your chips." 

T H E BALLAD OF "TEDDY'S TERRORS." 
A 3 R E L A T E D BY R O U N D - U P R U B E , O F R A T T L E S N A K E G U I C F . 

T h e r e wus a lovely regiment whose men wus s t rong and s tout , 
F e r some, t hey had diplomas, and fer some wus warran ts out , 
And Wood , he was their colonel bold , an' T e d d y was his mate , 
A n d they called ' em - T e d d y s Lambkin ' s , " fer their gent leness wus g rea . 
Now a good ole man n a m e d Shaf ter says to T e d d y and to W o o d 
««There's a jo in t called Sant iago w he re we ain't well u n d e r s t o o d , -



So, take yer lamb-like regiment, and if you are polite 
I think yer gende little ways '11 set the mat te r right." 
So when T e d d y ' s boy's got mcvin' and the sun was on the fry, 
A n d the a tmosphere was coaxing them to lay right down and die, 
Some gents f rom Sant iago who wus mad 'cause they wus there 
Lay down behind some bushes to pu t bullets th rough their hair. 

Now T e d d y ' s happy S u n d a y School wus movin' on its way 
A-seekin' in its peaceful style some Dagos fer to slay ; 
And t h e gents f rom Santiago, with aversion in their hear ts , 
W u s hiding at the cross-roads fer to blow ' em all apar t . 
T h e r e ' s a Spanish comic paper tha t has give us sundry d i g s — 
A-callin' of us cowards and dishonest Y a n k e e p igs ; 
A n d I guess these folks had read it, and had though t ' twould be immen se 
Jes t to paralyze them lambkins they wus runnin ' up agains'. 
So when our boys had pretty near arrived where they wus at , 
A n d the t ime it was propitious fer to start tha t there combat , 

T h e y let he r fly a-thinkin ' they would make a dreadful tear . 
A n ' t hen rubber-necked to see if any Yankees wus still there. 
Now you can well imagine wot a dreadful start they had 
To see ' em still a* standin' there and lookin' bold and bad, 
Fe r when this gentle regiment had heard the bullets fly, 
They had a vi-lent hankerin ' to make them Spaniards die. 

So T e d d y , he came runnin' with his glasses on his nose, 
A n d when the Spanish saw his teeth you may believe they froze ; 
A n d W o o d was there ' long with ' im, with his cheese-knife in his hand, 
While a t their heels came yellin' all tha t peaceful, gent le band. 
T h e y fought them bloody Spaniards at their own familiar game, 
A n d the gents f rom Santiago d idn ' t like it qui te the s a m e — 
Fer you p lug yer next door neighbor with a rifle ball or two 
And he d o n ' t feel so robus tous as when he's a-pluggin ' you. 
So when the shells wus hoppin ' , while t he breech-blocks clicked and s.nokr 
An ' the powder wouldn ' t blow away until a fellow chokcd, 
Tha t regiment of Yankee pigs wus gunnin' t h rough the bush , 
An ' raisin' merry hell with that there Sant iago push. 
T h e n T e d d y seen ' em runnin' , and he gives a monst rous bawl, 
A n d grabbed a red-hot rifle where a guy had let it fall, 
A n d fixin' of his spectacles more firmly on his face. 
H e started to assassinate them all a round the place. 

t 

So through the scrubby underbrush f rom bay 'n ' t p lan t to tree, 
Where the thorns would rip a feller's pants a shockin' sight to see, 

H e led his boy 's a-dancin* on, a shoutin ' left and right, 
And not missin' many Spanish knobs t h a t showed 'emselves in sight. 
A n d when them Santiago gents wus finished to their cost, 
Then T e d d y ' s boys, they took a look, and found tha t they wus lost, 
A n d as their crewel enemies was freed from earthly pain, 
They all sat down to wait fer triends to lead 'em back again. 
That ' s the tale of T e d d y ' s terrors, and the valiant deed they done. 
But all tales, they should have morals, so o' course this tale has one. 
So paste this idea in yer cage, wotever else you do, 
Fer pe rhaps you'l l thank me fer it ye t before yer game is t h rough :— 
T h e soldier-boy that wears the blue is gentle-l ike and meek, 
Hut I doubt he'll mind the Bible if you soak him on the c h e e k ; 
An' should you get him riled a bit , you want to have a care, 
Fe r if he ever starts to fight he' l l finish—Gawd knows where ! 

STEPHEN F . W H I T M A N . 

T H E N O M I N A T I O N . 

As the time for the nominating conventions in 1900 drew near, 
public attention was turned to Mr. Roosevelt as a candidate for 
Vice-President. The nomination was thrust upon him. In 
nominating Governor Roosevelt for Vice-President, Colonel 
Young of Iowa, spoke as follows: 

" On the ship Yucatan was that famous regiment of Rough 
Riders of the far West aud the Mississippi Valley (applause). In 
command of that regiment was that fearless young American, 
student, scholar, plainsman, reviewer, historian, statesman, sol-
dier of the middle West by adoption, of New York by birth. 
That fleet sailed around the point, coming to the place of landing, 
stood off the harbor, two years ago to-morrow, and the navy bom-
barded that shore to make a place for landing, and no man who 
lives who was in that campaign as an officer, as a soldier or as a 
camp follower, can fail to recall the spectacle ; and, it he closes 
his eyes he sees the awful scenes in that campaign m June and 

July, 1898. 



So, take yer lamb-like regiment, and if you are polite 
I think yer gentle little ways '11 set the mat te r right." 
So when T e d d y ' s boy's got mcvin' and the sun was on the fry, 
A n d the a tmosphere was coaxing them to lay right down and die, 
Some gents f rom Sant iago who wus mad 'cause they wus there 
Lay down behind some bushes to pu t bullets th rough their hair. 

Now T e d d y ' s happy S u n d a y School wus movin' on its way 
A-seekin' in its peaceful style some Dagos fer to slay ; 
And t h e gents f rom Santiago, with aversion in their hear ts , 
W u s hiding at the cross-roads fer to blow ' em all apar t . 
T h e r e ' s a Spanish comic paper tha t has give us sundry d i g s — 
A-callin' of us cowards and dishonest Y a n k e e p igs ; 
A n d I guess these folks had read it, and had though t ' twould be immen se 
Jes t to paralyze them lambkins they wus runnin ' up agains'. 
So when our boys had pretty near arrived where they wus at , 
A n d the t ime it was propitious fer to start tha t there combat , 

T h e y let he r fly a- thinkin they would make a dreadful tear . 
A n ' t hen rubber-necked to see if any Yankees wus still there. 
Now you can well imagine wot a dreadful start they had 
To see ' em still a* standin' there and lookin' bold and bad, 
Fe r when this gentle regiment had heard the bullets fly, 
They had a vi-lent hankerin ' to make them Spaniards die. 

So T e d d y , he came runnin' with his glasses on his nose, 
A n d when the Spanish saw his teeth you may believe they froze ; 
A n d W o o d was there ' long with ' im, with his cheese-knife in his hand, 
While a t their heels came yellin' all tha t peaceful, gent le band. 
T h e y fought them bloody Spaniards at their own familiar game, 
A n d the gents f rom Santiago d idn ' t like it qui te the s a m e — 
Fer you p lug yer next door neighbor with a rifle ball or two 
And he d o n ' t feel so robus tous as when he's a-pluggin ' you. 
So when the shells wus hoppin ' , while t he breech-blocks clicked and smokr 
An ' the powder wouldn ' t blow away until a fellow chokcd, 
Tha t regiment of Yankee pigs wus gunnin' t h rough the bush , 
An ' raisin' merry hell with that there Sant iago push. 
T h e n T e d d y seen ' em runnin' , and he gives a monst rous bawl, 
A n d grabbed a red-hot rifle where a guy had let it fall, 
A n d fixin' of his spectacles more firmly on his face. 
H e started to assassinate them all a round the place. 

t 

S T O R Y O F B R A V E E X P L O I T S . 511 

So through the scrubby underbrush f rom bay 'n ' t p lan t to tree, 
Where the thorns would rip a feller's pants a shockin' sight to see, 

H e led his boy 's a-dancin' on, a shoutin ' left and right, 
And not missin' many Spanish knobs t h a t showed 'emselves in sight. 
A n d when them Santiago gents wus finished to their cost, 
Then T e d d y ' s boys, they took a look, and found tha t they wus lost, 
A n d as their crewel enemies was freed from earthly pain, 
They all sat down to wait fer triends to lead 'em back again. 
That ' s the tale of T e d d y ' s terrors, and the valiant deed they done, 
But all tales, they should have morals, so o' course this tale has one. 
So paste this idea in yer cage, wotever else you do, 
Fer pe rhaps you'l l thank me fer it ye t before yer game is t h rough :— 
T h e soldier-boy that wears the blue is gentle-l ike and meek, 
Hut I doubt he'll mind the Bible if you soak him on the c h e e k ; 
An' should you get him riled a bit , you want to have a care, 
Fe r if he ever starts to fight he' l l finish—Gawd knows where ! 

STEPHEN F . W H I T M A N . 

T H E N O M I N A T I O N . 

As the time for the nominating conventions in 1900 drew near, 
public attention was turned to Mr. Roosevelt as a candidate for 
Vice-President. The nomination was thrust upon him. I11 
nominating Governor Roosevelt for Vice-President, Colonel 
Young of Iowa, spoke as follows: 

" On the ship Yucatan was that famous regiment of Rough 
Riders of the far West and the Mississippi Valley (applause). In 
command of that regiment was that fearless young American, 
student, scholar, plainsman, reviewer, historian, statesman, sol-
dier of the middle West by adoption, of New York by birth. 
That fleet sailed around the point, coming to the place of landing, 
stood off the harbor, two years ago to-morrow, and the navy bom-
barded that shore to make a place for landing, and no man who 
lives who was in that campaign as an officer, as a soldier or as a 
camp follower, can fail to recall the spectacle ; and, it he closes 
his eyes he sees the awful scenes in that campaign m June and 

July, 1898. 



" And the leader of that campaign of one of those regiments 
shall be the name that I shall place before the Convention for the 
office of Vice-President of the United States (applause.) 

"Now, gentlemen of the Convention, I place before you this 
distinguished leader of Republicanism of the United States - this 
leader^of the aspirations of the people, whose hearts are right, 
and this leader of the aspirations of the young men of this country. 
Their hearts and consciences are with this young leader.whom I 
shall name for the Vice-Presidency of the United States-Theodore 
Roosevelt, of New York." (Loud cheering.) 

When the roll of states was called, it is needless to say every 
delegate voted for Roosevelt with one exception, and that was 
himself A demonstration of the wildest and most enthusiastic 
character, and lasting half an hour, followed the announcement 
that Roosevelt was the nominee for Vice-President. 

Palms were waved, the standards of the various delegations 
were hurried to the platform, the band attempted to make itselt 
heard amid the loud acclaim, processions of excited, cheering dele-
gates marched up and down the aisles, and the popular New York 
Governor was congratulated by as many as could get within 
reach of him. 
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