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off the Egyptian dust from our garnlel.'lts,_oie:‘;]{:ﬁ
the laxury of the bath, we are (,-omrnmltfm‘j Ly
loved ones seven thousand miles away. .owln}(teln
orable are the places where we received our le ) i:
from home! “As cold waters toa thirsty ?(_m ; S(H
good news from a far country.” Conld tﬁ-ls t]r(i)]t ;
with French waiters in dress-coats, and the bd es
filled with- English ladies and geuti‘enﬁell, teb:;‘;,
Egypt? The deser‘t_ and t_he delta “‘-E.!liB léyqp ; bk
the Englishman brings his homg wit L mj S
spent the Sabbath mostly in the Franks’ quar tera
the European part of the city is called, gm}ng L
afternoon to attend a native service 1 the Lop
dER r. - . - l.
qu%ﬁtftee found the American Mission premises Il’mt 11‘3,):
away, with the noble ladies of the Undmtefil 10(;55 )gf
terian Mission teaching the girls an T‘};qmschol-
Egypt and Nubia the story of Jesus.d 't?’]lrl‘:t ok
ars were generally neatly dressed, and witho e
usual covering of the face worn by t.he‘\\:cngleu‘}tz o
country. This consists ordinarily of éLI -;(;11(1 e
coming just under thi e‘y?sczgll()lbfzssg‘tilﬁg glf m.etai]ic
. It is kept in its place by g e
gﬁadwooden rinlgs, not unlike spools, whzgh] agl? fiit}i
ened to the head-covering and crmneetlwtf h ¢ -?:.oma
between the eyes. We visited severa l;iaéﬁu-ln I
where instruction was being given, :5.1?1 f;hem
tended the preaching-service in the cmpi.,_ PR
the boys had already assembled. A cuiﬁmmﬁ]‘es
stretched between the seats ocsglysfe;lttlg{l \?'it,hout
nd females, so that women ¢ _att hou
2ubjecting themselves to undue C;l’ltlt:.tlsm tby téli?]];i
friends. The misstonaries were away atten ng
their annual meeti}ng agone (;‘ftl}:]léeLt;)gi?;:t:u;(i?as;ve
ations the Nile: ne ot the - g ;
;t;l(f;gg‘;l}:g’ho impressed us most ta.vorz:lbly, Iirii;hﬁn(l)
his first sermon on “For other foun atij,l-:riat 0
man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus st.
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He is a converted Copt, and well educated, receiv-
ing his training in the Mission-school. The sermon
was in Arabic, and seemed to command the atten-
tion of the entire cougregation during the forty
minutes of its delivery. Preacher and people wore
the fez throughout the service. The congregation
was a large one, and had a Christian aspect. The
collection-baskets were passed, and nearly everybody
on our side seemed to contribute, and the constant
clinking ot the coin in the basket passed by a female
on their side of the curtain told that the same was
the case there. The English sermon, which followed
an hour later in the same chapel, was by a Scotch
divinity student, who will travel with us in Pales-
tine.
At the invitation of the ladies of the Mission,
Bishop Marvin and I each consentod to conduect,
through an interpreter, a service in the afternoon at -
a couple of their stations, So, mounted on donkeys,
we rode through the narrow streets of the Copts’
quarter, the houses almost meeting above our heads,
and even when wider apart the space hetween them
was covered at the top by boards or carpets stretched
across to protect the street from the sun. We
reached one of the stations Just as Miss Smith was
closing the Sabbath-school for women and girls, Tt
was in a native house rented for that purpose and a
day-school. The congregation, which soon assem-
bled, consisted of some twenty-five women and. girls
on one side of the eurtain, and about eight men on
the other. I preached through an interpreter on
“The lessons of the burning bush,” thinking that
they were as applicable to the Church in Egypt now
as when God’s people needed thom centuries ago.
Save having occaslonally to repeat a sentence to
him, my interpreter, the native teacher in the day-

school, served me very well. When we reached the

other station a nativé elder had already begun the
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aces Literally abound, some for the viceroy and

others for his sons and different members of his -

family. State carriages, with forerunners and out-
riders, dash through the streets drawn by the finest
of Arab horses.. Often the Nubian eunuchs are out-
riders, showing that the inmates of the carriages are
members of the royal harem, beautiful women being
kept, like fine horses, largely for display. True,
their faces are half veiled, but they are robed in the
finest silks and satins, and are constantly appearing
in public.

We were happy in being in Cairo on Moham-
med’s birthday. While awaiting the hour of the
principal fostivities we visited the (Qitadel, from
which we could get a splendid view of the whole
city, with its three hundred mosques, the pyramids
in the distance, with the Nile threading its way be-
tween the city on one side and the palaces on the
other. Cairo is situated between two chainsof hills,
which appear to extend up the whole Valley of the
Nile, one on each side of the river. The pyramids
are built on one of these ranges, while the Citadel
is on the side of the other. Old Cairo, which is a
little south of the present city, is being filled up by
the sands, which have disregarded the hill bounda-
ries of the desert and swept down toward the river.
The same cause explains the changed sites of-the
capital along a distance of many miles, palaces and
tombs having long since been covered by the drift-
ing sand. / :

This Citadel witnessed in 1811 the slaughter of
the Mamelukes, who, having been found plotting
against the life of the pasha, Mchemet Ali, were
suddenly surprised by 2 rain of bullets, one alone
making his escape by a frightful leap on horseback,
fully forty feet, from the top of the Citadel. Here
is also the mosque of this pasha, whose tomb is in
one corner. It is said to be as fine as any in Con-
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stantinople. Its dome is very lofty, its minarets
graceful, its material alabaster, and the situation fine;
but it is certainly surpassed by the great mosque at
Delhi. Within the walls of the Citadel is “Joseph’s
Well,” quite old and two hundred and seventy feet
deep, and hewn in the rock, with an average diam-
eter of fifteen feet. Its depth would bring it about
on a level with the Nile, whence it is supposed to
derive its waters. We descended some distance the
sort of circular stair-way around it, on which the
mules are taken down ‘to the bottom to work the
wheel which sends the water to the top in earthen
Jars attached to ropes. These empty themselves as
they pass horizontally over a beam at the top, and
go back for more. It is very common to ascribe
every old thing, especially if 1t were usefnl, to the
benignant rule of Joseph. The Arab guides point
out every thing of the sort, often their only English
word being “antique.” Hardly less ancient in ap-
pearance is a great mosque near the fort of the
Citadel, which is reported to cover the spot where
Noah’s ark rested after the flood.

But our view from the Citadel showed tle people
hurrying toward the scene of the great event of the
day, and so after visiting the objects mentioned, to-
gether with one of the palaces located within the
same inclosure, we drove rapidly to the spot where
all the lines of carriages, donkeys, and footmen were
converging. The streets in the immediate vicinity
of the spot were lined with stalls for the sale of or-
namental candies of all patterns, made of Egyptian
sugar, while there were swings, theaters, plays, dan-
cing, and all sorts of festivity, in and around the
tents near the open square. We are there nearly
two hours before the time, but can with difficulty
secure a good place for our carriage, so that we may
witness the dosee. For this is what has assembled
fully thirty thousand people—the dosee, or walking
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On this day of the year the sheik, as he is called, or
priest, rides on horseback over such of the people
as prostrate themselves on the ground. It is about
the time of the return of the pilgrims from Mecca,
and when fanaticism is rife. Many of these pil-
grims, together with such others as care to, lie in a
line with their faces on the ground, believing that
they will suffer no injury as the horse steps upon

them, and that if they do suffer they ought to be >

very happy, and that if they are killed they will go
direct to paradise. We had heard of this festival of
the dosee, and could hardly believe that it was as bad
as was represented. We are abouttosee. Along in
front of the space where the sheik is to ride isa TOW
of open tents for distinguished guests, while our car-
riages are the boundary on the other, a guard of
policemen standing at intervals along the line. The
tops of the tents, and of the houses, and of the trees,
are filled with people, while hundreds are standing
up in their vehicles to get a better view. Splendid
carriages, filled with the women of the harem, drive
up the line, the forerunner with his rod preceding
the horses, and hardly less fleet than they, while the
outriders gallop up behind, eunuchs ever on guard.
Presently an unusual excitement heralds the ap-
proach of the heir-apparent, a young man of twenty,
dressed in light clothes, and touching his fez with
his white-gloved hands in response to the silent sa-
lutes of the police and soldiers. But where is the
sheik? Ie sometimes refuses to ride; will he do so
to-day? He issupposed to spend the time in prayer
before mounting his horse, and when he does ride
at all he is regarded as utterly oblivious of all that
is going on, attendants having to hold him on his
horse. A shout announces his coming, and the
people are allowed to rush to their places and
prostrate themselves on the ground. The number
that did so was hardly over two hundred, although
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gome estimated it at six hundreQ. Ea:eh ha.& an at-
tendant, who stood fanning him with his skirt.

They all secemed to be of the poorer classes, and to

be more or less under the influence of hasheesh to
stupefy or excite them. Many stripped to the waist,
and carrying drawn swords, stood near those who
were on the ground. In fact, the crowd of the
faithful was so thick about them that we could only
see with great difficulty. A man carrying a flag
first walked over them, while behind him came the
sheik, his head on one shoulder as if asleep, and
held in the saddle by two men walking on each
side, while the large whife horse, which has been
used for this purpose for many years, walked right
over the bodies of the people, now stepping on their
backs, and his foot n}?W si}*;p{gili.g between two bodies,
il he had gone the whole line.
unﬂnmediatelg):r after he had passed each attendant
picked up his man, if injured, and bore him away
to a tent. I saw several being thus carried away, .
some evidently suffering very much, perhaps with
a broken spine. The Mohammedans declare that
no one was hurt, but ‘they evidently attach a fanat-
ical meaning to the word or willfully lied, for the
American consul, who was close by, told me that
he saw one man with a mangled hand, the horse
having trod upon it, while others were frothing at
the mouth in their agony. The crowd instantly
dispersed, save the fanatics and the buyers and sell-
ers. And this was the mode of celebrating the
birthday of Mohammed, the Christ of the Moslem!
Yet the cruelty of Mohammedanism simply finds

its natural expression in this way. It is nothing if

t savage. I must do penance for having wit-
rr:gsse(? sgch a scene. Tﬁ}e festivities of th'e day
closed with brilliant fire-works at night, which we
did not care to witness. :

After lunch we visited the Egyptian Museum,




