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CHAPTER IX

»
A FEW ESKIMO AND INDIAN GAMES FROM ALASKA—FIGURES KNOWN ONLY FROM THE FINISHED

PATTERNS—NAURU FIGURES—ESKIMO FIGURES—HAWAIIAN FIGURES—A ZUNI FIGURE—AUSTRA-
LIAN FIGURES.

ESKIMO AND INDIAN GAMES FROM ALASKA

URING his recent expedition through Alaska in the interest of the Phila-
delphia Free Museum of Science and Art, Dr. George B. Gordon kindly
collected for me twenty-two interesting string games of the Eskimos and

Tanana (Athapascan) Indians. Unfortunately, this book was in type and ready for
the press when I learned these figures, therefore I can now give only the drawings
of the finished patterns, and a few notes concerning the methods and their relatiorc':s
to the methods used in the figures already described. Of the eighteen Eskimo
figures, eight begin with Opening A and ten with new openings; of the four Tanana
figures, two begin with Opening A, one with a new opening, and one with the
opening of the Eskimo “Mouth.” One of the Eskimo figures—the “Wolverine ”
or the “Wolf”’—is in all respects similar to the Klamath “Porcupine,” and the
“Dog on a Leash,” although beginning with a new opening, is otherwise the same
as the “Porcupine.” The “Cariboo” is precisely the same as the “Cariboo”
described by Boas from Baffin-Land. The finished pattern of the “Trap” is
identical with the final pattern of the Eskimo “Mouth,” but is formed by entirely
different methods. One of the Tanana games, the “ Bow-String,” comes out like
the Osage “ Thumb Catch,” but is otherwise very different. “Crow’s Feet” is the
familiar “ Leashing of Lochiel’s Dogs”; the methods, however, are novel and very
simple: Lay the loop across your lap, with the two strings parallel and uncrossed;
pass each little finger away from you under the near string (the hands being about
a foot apart), then pass each index from the far side toward you underbthe far
string; draw this string toward you and pick up the near string on the back of the
index, from below and from the near side. Then, sweeping each hand outward
pick up from the near side and from below, on the ball of the index, that part o;
the far slring{ which, lying on your lap, extends to the right and left of the hands;
draw this string toward the centre and bring it up between the two strings passing
from hand to hand, letting the loop already on the index slip off, and extend mz
figure on the index and little fingers.
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Many of the methods employed in these figures are new and difficult; among
the familiar ones we find Klamath and Navaho movements; one figure begins with
the opening of the Loyalty Islands “ Well,” and another with the opening of the
“Leashing of Lochiel’s Dogs.” We find no instance of the typical Caroline Islands
extension of the finished pattern, and no record of the occurrence of the Real Cat’s-
Cradle.” At Nunivak Island, the Eskimo name for a cat’s-cradle string is ayahaak,
“play string,” and for the game itself, ayahowsit, “play with a string.”

ESKIMO FIGURES

(1) “A Ship,” umiakbuk (Fig. 806), from King Island, near Cape Prince of
Wales. A further development of the figure forms “Two Men ” (Fig. 8o7).
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(4) “Siberian House,” kochlinee (Fig. 811), and afterward “Two Eskimos
Running Away,” mugalonik enuck okparuktuk (Fig. 812), from Big Diomede Island.
(6) T Mbrntaite; andia S o . (5) “Wolverine,” koftsick, from Cape }.’rincc of Wales; also known as the
Island. ream,’” tituchiak (Fig. 808), from St. Michael “Wolf,” kulonik. The same as the ““ Porcupine” (p 1275

(3) “Avis)? nspub (Big: 865), § _— ) (6) “Little Boat,” kayak.(Fig. 813), from King Island. The Eskimos say
8ire); From Nun,ivak I|sland g- ©09), irom which are formed “Legs,” eruk (Fig. this figure should be called “Two Boats,” malruk-kayak, because two men are

) ’ plainly visible; and as a kayak will hold only one man there must be two boats.

Fiac. 810.
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(10) “Clothes Line,” iniarat (Fig. 817), from Cape Prince of Wales.
(11) “Rabbit,” makadok (Fig. 818), from Anvik, on the Yukon River. It is
(7) “Sea-Gull,” tc-c-kyack (Fig. 814), from Nunivak Tsland. known on St. Michael Island as “Bird on Eggs.”
(8) “Lake Fish,” nanvumcheseah (Fig. 815), from Anvik, on the Yukon (12) “Whale and Fox,” achvuk-tezeuk (Fig. 819), from Cape Prince of
River. Wales. The whale is stranded on the shore and the fox comes to eat it, but an

(9) ““Stairs,” tutumukaligat (Fig. 816), from Cape Prince of Wales. : Eskimo drives it away.
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(13) “Dog on a Leash,” kaymuchta (Fig. 820), from Nunivak Island. The
leash is pulled off and the dog escapes.

(14) “Nameless” (Fig. 821), from King Island.

(r5) “Sealskin Carrying-bag,” aginuk (Fig. 822), from St. Michael Island;
afterward are formed the “Kidneys,” fokiuk (Fig. 823).

(16) “Two Ptarmigans,” mugalonik-okhozgiuk (Fig. 824), from Cape Prince
of Wales.

ESKIMO FIGURES

(17) “A Trap,” keezook, from Cape Prince of Wales. The final pattern is
the same as the “Mouth” (p. 282). The finger, caught in the trap, can be worked
out between the strings forming the sides of the trap.

(18) “Cariboo,” tuk-tuk, from St. Michael Island. The same as the Baffin-
Land “Cariboo ™ (p. 124).
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STRING FIGURES

Fig. 825.

Fic. 826.

TANANA FIGURES

(1) “Bow-String,” which comes out like the Osage “ Thumb Catch” (p. 350).
(2) “Raven’s Feet” (Fig. 825).

(3) “New Mittens,” ejekailaiguk (Fig. 826).

(4) “Crow’s Feet.” The same as the ““Leashing of Lochiel’s Dogs” (p. 116).

FIGURES KNOWN ONLY FROM THE FINISHED PATTERNS

Before it seemed possible to record the method of making string figures a
few observers had collected the finished patterns and either made drawings of
them or preserved the actual string figures by fastening them on paper. I have
brought together such of these as I could obtain, in the hope that other observers
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will find out the method by which they are made; with our present knowledge
it is practically impossible to work back from the finished pattern to the opening
movements.

NAURU FIGURES

These patterns are the most elaborate that have ever been collected; yet we
are told that in other Pacific islands there are many equally complex. The follow-
ing fifteen were secured by Mr. E. Stephen, a resident of Nauru, or Pleasant, Island

of the Marshall group, mounted by him on paper and presented to Dr. W. H. Fur-
ness. They are produced with strings made of plaited human hair; in some cases the
string is easily sixteen feet long. They are apparently formed on the hands, and
Mr. Stephen has indicated on twelve of them the method of extension, which is
the same as that used for the Caroline Islands ““Coral,” where one loop is held on
the index (Fig. 827, II), one loop on the little finger (V), and the two middle strings

between the thumb and index (I and II). T am not sure of the method of extension
of the remaining three figures.

(1) Deimano; the hull of a ship (Fig. 827).

(2) Representation of a mat (Fig. 828).
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STRING FIGURES

(3) Egona (1) and Egameang (2) sitting on a stone (3) (Fig. 829).
(4) Representation of a mat (Fig. 830).

(5) Ijewaioi; a butterfly. The lower loop is held by the teeth (Fig. 831).

(6) Egattamma; a woman (Fig. 832).

(7) Representation of a mat (Fig. 833).

(8) Etima (1) and Etowa (2); Nauru women of rank (Fig. 834).
(9) Echeog (1) and Edawaroi (2); two women (Fig. 835).

(10) Representation of a mat (Fig. 836).
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(11) Tiyanibongo; a seasnake (Fig. 837).

(12) Etaroking;a priestess of Nauru in olden times (Fig. 838).
(13) Tinamitto; a Nauru dandy (Fig. 839).

(14) Egarawinago; a lady of quality (Fig. 840).

(15) Ibunemun; a man (Fig. 841).

ESKIMO FIGURES

Dr. Boas in his paper on Cat’s-Cradle among the Eskimos of Cumberland
Sound (1, p. 229) gives drawings of the three following figures:

(1) Ukaliaqdjung = a Hare (Fig. 842). This figure is very like the Eskimo
“Cariboo,” turned upside down.

(2) Amaroqdjung = a Wolf (Fig. 843).

(3) Qaqgaqdjung Sesinging = a Hill and two Ponds (Fig. 844).
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HAWAIIAN FIGURES

Mr. Stewart Culin has published drawings of the majority of the Hawaiian
patterns preserved in the Philadelphia Free Museum of Science and Art (1. pp.
222-223). I have studied these specimens carefully, but I am unable to give the

X

Fig. 845.

methods by which they are made; a few seem to be related to stages in our ordinary
Cat’s-Cradle. Mr. Culin tells us that he obtained them from four Hawaiian
sailors from Honolulu, named Aka (Kamehameha), Daviese Kahimoku, Wela-
kahao, and Hale Paka (Harry Park).

(1) Hoo-ko-mo; museum No. 21491, Culin 1, pl. xiv, e. This figure is the
same as that produced by the “Bow” opening (Fig. 481).

(2) E-ke-ma-nu; ace of diamonds. No. 21492, Culin 1, pl. xiii, e. This
figure is the “Soldier’s Bed” (p. 325) of the “Real Cat’s-Cradle” (Fig. 845).
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(3) Ma-hi-ki; see-saw. No. 21494, Culin, 1, pl. xiii, d (Fig. 846).
(4) Pou; a post. No. 21451, Culin 1, pl. xv, e (Fig. 847). This figure can
be made from the “Bow” opening by transferring the index loops to the little

fingers, picking up the near little finger strings with the thumbs and finally slipping
the lower thumb loops off the thumbs.

HAWAIIAN FIGURES

(5) Pau-ma-wai; a pump. No. 21449, Culin 1, pl. xiii, c (Fig. 848).
(6) Po; darkness. No. 21495, Culin 1, pl. xiij, b (Fig. 849).

(7) E-ke-pe-ki; ace of spades. No. 21527, Culin 1, pl. xiv, ¢ (Fig. 850).
(8) E-ke-ha-ka;ace of hearts. No. 21520, Culin 1, pl. xiii, a (Fig. 851).
(9) Ma-ka-pe-na. No. 21493 (Fig. 852).
(10) Ko-he. No. 21452. Culin 1, pl. xiv, f (Fig. 853).

(11) Wai-u-la-wa; the breasts. No. 21496, Culin 1, pl. xv, c (Fig. 854).




