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CHAPTER II.

HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL COLLEGE OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN.
By Wilbert B. Hinsdale, A. M., M. D.

The Homeceopathic Medical College at Ann Arbor, Michigan, is a branch

or department of the state university. The University of Michigan was
founded under an act of congress approved May. 20, 1820, which made an
appropriation of lands for the support of a university in the state. In 1836
the lands ambunting to 72 sections, which had been reserved ten years before,
were conveyed by congress to the newly admitted state, and were accepted
by its legislature. In 1837 the university was located at Ann Arbor. The
department of literature, science and the arts received its first class four
years later. in 1841. The department of medicine and surgery was estab-
lished in 1830, and the department of law in 1859. The Homaopathic
Medical College, School oi Pharmacy, the College of Dental Surgery and
the Department of Engineering have been added in later times.
_ The university derives its revenues from the interest upon its land
endowment, from students’ fees, in the amount of which there is a discrimina-
tion in favor of those residing in Michigan, from special appropriations
by the legislature, and in more recent times from an annual tax levied by
the legislature for the benefit of the institution. According to the first con-
stitution of the state, the government of the university was in the hands
of the legislature, which body had power to appoint regents and professors,
and to establish departments, but by the constitution which went into opera-
tion-in 1852 the government is vested in a board of eight regents. The
members of this board are elected by popular vote, two being chosen every
alternate year for a term of eight years. All the departments of the uni-
versity, except the first two, have been established by this body, either at
its own instance, or as measures of expediency in compliance with acts of
the legislature.

The first step in the long series of events that led to the establish-
ment of the Homceopathic Medical College seems to have been taken by Dr.
Zina Pitcher, an allopathic physician who lived in Detroit. Dr. Pitcher was
a regent of the university from 1837 until the present constitutional pro-
vision making the office of regent elective went into effect, in 1852. Like
the majority of his professional associates, he became disturbed on account
of the appearance in the state of a few homeeopathic physicians, the most
of them converts from his own schcol of practice, and in order to prevent
the new school from getting respectable recognition, he was instrumental
in inducing Senator Kibbee of Lenawee county to introduce a bill in the
legislature on January 16, 1846. requiring “all who might wish to prac-
tice medicine as a physician and surgeon ” to be licensed, and declaring that
they should otherwise be guiity of a misdemeanor and deserving of punish-
ment, etc. On the face of it, this was plausible enough but the intent was
that “only such as shall be in regular standing in the medical society of
this state should be licensed.” The Medical Society of the Territory of
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Michigan had been approved by the governor and judges of the territory,
June 14, 18109,

This was before the advent of homceopathy. The medical society of the
territory became the medical society ‘of the state, and was the body which
Senator Kibbee’s biil proposed to have decide as to the ability of applicants
for license to practice medicine. The bill was hurried through the senate
and transmitted to the house before the friends of homeeopathy became
aware that their rights were threatened. ;

Dr. John Ellis, a leading homceopathist of Detroit, who had had some
correspondence with Dr. Pitcher in regard to medical matters, was apprised
of what was going on in the legislature. He caused remonstrances to be
made in the house, and, assisted by colleagues, succeeded at almost the last
minute in defeating the measure. :

This circumstance bears directly upon the question of establishing - a
homeeopathic college by legislative enactment. The homceopathists had been
drawn forcibly into a struggie for life, and being victorious on the defensive,
they were emboldened to hope for something substantial should they become
aggressive. If it had not been for Dr. Pitcher’s bill, medical matters in
Michigan would have taken different shape. ;

At the third annual meeting of the Michigan Institute of Homceopathy,
held June 27, 1849, Drs. S. B. Thayver, John Ellis and E. W. Coles were
appointed a committee to address the regents of the university relative to
the establishment of a professorship of homceopathy in the medical depart-
ment. Their efforts with the regents proved a failure and accordingly the
committee took measures to bring the subject before the legislature,

All the homceopathic physicians in the state interested themselves in
- the circulation of petitions and the procuring of signatures, which in due
time were sent to the legislature of 185r. Among the many signatures to
the petitions occur the names of H. H. Emmons of Detroit, afterward United
States district judge; J. M. Howard of Detroit, afterward governor of the
state, and .H. P. Baldwin, afterward United States senator and also gov-
crnor of the state two terms. The petitions prayed in substance for the
repeal of all laws of a restrictive character regulating the practice of medi-
cine, also for the establishment of a homaeopathic professorship in the state
university.

The law in force at the time was the modified remnant of an old terri-
torial regulation which virtually created a monopoly in favor of those who
had been longest nrganized as a state medical hody.

The success of the homceopathists in 1846 in their first legislative ex-
perience had not done away with existing discrimination, but had prevented
further restrictions. The petitions were referred to the house committee
on judiciary, a part of its report being in substance as follows The law

should bestow no exclusive privileges upon medical practitioners of a certain

school. The cause of science cannot suffer, but must be eminently pro-
moted by free inquiry and investigation. . All laws with tendency to favorit-
ism are, in the opinion of the committee, not only subversive of the great
constitutional guarantee, but are repugnant to the genius and spirit of
our institutions. As a large portion of citizens of the highest respectability
and intelligence favor and adopt the theory and practice of both schools,
they have a right to demand that no invidious distinction shall be made
by the laws, but that all systems shall be placed on an equal footing.
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was before the Supreme court, because it involved, in his judgment, other

matters of grcat moment to the university.
The champions of homceopathy were not induced by the unfavorable

decision to’ abandon their purpose of securing recognition of the reformed
system of medicine in the state university. Their labors through the medium
of the legislature covered a period of more than twenty years, that period
being the precise interval between the enactment of the original *homee-

opathic proviso” in 1855, and the actual establishment of the Homceopathic

Medical College in the university in 1875.

The history of the founding of the college, in so far as it was agitated
and furthered by legislative enactment, may be centered around four years—
1855, 1867, 1873 and 1875. Thus there is an interval of twelve years be-
tween the first and second acts of the legislature that looked to such an end.
During this period the homeeopathic physicians in the state were ever gain-
ing in numbers, and were becoming able to point to a large and intelligent
bhody of patrons.
of Medicine and Surgery
proceedings of the board o
lowing :

“ A communication was received from Drs.
mittee of the homeeopathic institute, praying for
of homceopathy in the university, which was rea
mittee on the medical department.”

Nothing further is heard of this pe

At the university the position proceeding from the College
was becoming more and more strenuous. In the
f regents for March, 1866, may be found the fol-

Woodruff and Drake, a comi-
the establishment of a chair
d and referred to the com-

tition, and it appears in the transac-

tions of the following vear that the regents feared the disruption of the
department of medicine and surgery if they should furnish instruction in
both systems of practice inside of one college organization.

The year 1867 marked an important change in the system by which the
University ;of Michigan has since been supported. The regents had found
that the income which the institution was deriving from the interest upon its
land endowment and from students’ fees was no longer adequate to its
needs, and accordingly they began to petition the legislature for appropria-
tions of money. At this juncture the champions of homceopathic instruetion
in the university were not slow to improve their opportunity to bring a new
pressure to bear. A bill has been introduced in aid to the university, by
assessing upon the taxable property of the state a tax of one-twentieth of a
mill, and paying over such tax, when collected, to the treasurer of the board

in the same manner as the interest on the university land fund was paid,

but when this bill became a law it contained a proviso that the regents of
the university should carry into effect the law providing that there should
be at least one professor of homeeopathy in the department of medicine. A
flood of petitions were presented at that session of the legislature, proceeding
generally from groups of signers in different towns of the state, and headed,
as a rule, by homceopathic physicians. This feature of the agitation con-
tinued without interruption until success was secured, in 1875. A study of
these petitions would be most interesting, as showing in what communities
homceopathy was then strongest, and where its champions were best organized.

The board of regents now found themselves in serious difficulty. ~Al-
though the legislature had not been. sustained by the Supreme court in the -
“ homeeopathic proviso” of 1855, it had now prepared to make the govern-
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ing body of the university feel its power b
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: department to deliver a course of lec-
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Still it should be noticed that this want of catholicity in' their science did
not, in all cases, proceed from those gentlemen as inde

but as members of medical societi

if they associated profession e reformed sys-
tem. An elaborate attempt to compromise was then made by the regents.
They first postponed action until the spring of 1868, inasmuch as the tax
that had been conditionally voted to the university was not payable until
that time. In March of that year the following resolutions were adopted :

proffered by the legisla-
1867, with the terms and

I. That the board of regents accept the aid

ture of Michigan by the act approved March 13,
conditions thereto.

2. That in order to comply with: the conditions imposed by said act,
there be organized in the department of medicine a school to be called the
“ Michigan School of Homceopathy,” to be located at such place, suitable in
the opinion of the board of regents, other than Ann Arbor, in the state of
Michigan, as shall pledge to the board of regents Dy June 2oth, next, the
greatest amount for the buildings and endowment of said school.

3. That two professors be appointed for said school, one at this time
and andther prior to the opening of said school, and others as may be nec-
essary.

4. That the.sum of $3,000 be appropriated, besides the salary of the
professors, out of the state tax so donated to the university, to be expended
in establishing said school of homeeopathy.

5. That Dr. Charles J. Hempel be appointed professor of the theory
and practice of homceopathic medicine in the Michigan School of Homeeop-

athy, at the salary of $1,000 per annum, from this date, to be paid out of said
fund so donated.

In consequence of this action, the members of the faculty of the College
of Medicine and Surgery tendered their resignations. They were induced,
however, to withdraw them. The compromise thus attempted failed to bhe

de application to the
state treasurer for the payme $3,

for this purpose, it was withheld on the advice of the

attorney general, It
was now the regents’ turn to

institute proceedings in the Supreme court, but
f'the money. With a

devoted to their system of medicine at Detroit, for such was the meaning of
the resolution adopted by the regents, found favor, and this fact did much
to defer their entrance into the university at Ann Arbor. Dr. Hempel ac-
cepted his appointment, and-in the summer of 1869 applied for a year’s salary.

The regents took the ground that the appointment had been illegal, and re-
fused to pay the salary. o

y for the regents to pass a resolution .
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