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authority of both Leibig and Carpenter ,it- '*471- 'l ’31(;
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and their surface become corruga,ted whenever alco-

hol 18 mingled with them. And that the effect is

the same within the body, as out of it, we have no

less an authority than Dr. Percy to prove. Here,
a force that is entirely beyond our con-

then, we see
the agent of it is introduced into,

trol, whenever
and so long as it remains in the blood, which shriv-

ols all the blood-cgrpuscles it comesin contact with,
so that they cannot, by any possibility, distend to
receive their apportioned load of carbonic acid gas,
to convey to the lungs; and as there isno other way
or means provided by which this work can be done,
we have fully exhibited to us the reasons why al-
cohol possesses, in such a * remarkable degree, the
power of diminishing the amount of carbonic acid
in the expired air.” We also learn by such scien-
tific facts, that if ardent spirits are taken into the
stomach, the results we have pointed out are abso-
lutely unavoidable, and are in degree proportioned
to the quantity taken. And it makes no difference
in this respect, as it makes no difference in respect
to other evils we shall speak of, what liquors are
taken, whether whisky, gin, rum, brandy, malt
liquors, or any't)f the numerous wines, except in
the quantity of alcohol these severally contain.
It must be that all realize more or less fully the
_terrible consequences of interfering, as above shown,
or in any other way, with the expulsion of the sur-
plus carbonic acid of the system; but to bring this
subject more clearly to mind, in this connection, we
will cite a few familiar illustrations. No person,
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no matter how str : rigorous h
er how strong and vigorous he may be, can

kfll(il!l‘(i an entire stoppage of respiration beyond a
few moments and live. Why ? ;
of carbonic acid gas in the 1}

Because an excess
blood is so poisonous,
that what accomulates therein, in consequence of
the few moments’ suspension of respiration, mnné’-
diately kills. Essentially, the same thing ha.p}’)pn.&
when a person goes into an ztpl'u}s})}le;‘e highly
charged with this gas, as occasionally nccm:: t:'p
workmen upon entering old wells, minc;, ete., whic}-a
are said to have the “damps.” .-'Xltlmuf*'h in such
cases Trespiration is not suspended, yet, the person
whales this gas instead of natural air, and if not res-
cued he is soon so charged with it that he dies in con-
sequence, and from the same immediate cause as the
other person whose respiration isstopped by \'i()lt.‘ﬂ(?{: |

Let us now compare the cffect which we ]l:u'a;:
shown alcohol to have, in preventing the excretion
of carbon, to the above facts. This article, j“__(, re-
peat, contracts or shrivels all the blood-corpuscles:
1t comes in contact with, to such a degree, that they
cannot, while under its influence, J.l}.dt.o, or be di-
lated, t'o receive and carry their apportioned load of
carbonic acid gas to the lungs to be expelled ; con-
sgquent]y, if sufficient numbers of the cm‘puscl;s are
aﬁ'fzcted by it to carry this result beyond a, certain
point, the person is poisoned to death. U}Hdut;l\
pure aleohol, because of this action, would kill at
once, even in a moderate quantity. Again, the
man who takes enough of it in the diluted iorm of
- whisky, ete., to make him “dead drunk,” is in a
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similar condition fo the one who has been rescred
becoming insensible, but before life is extinet,

after
re overcharged w ith carbonic acid

from an atmmpb e
oas. This gas, in either case, blackens the blood

and distends the blood-vessels; ther efore it 1s that
the two are bloated and thw)lcnef] and when the
result has been carried fo an extreme, they are so
disfigured that they cannot be recognized, but hoth
may be brought back to consciousness and to health,
if the effect Thas not gone too far; if it has, both
must die, and each from the one cause, nt amely : ac-
cumulation of too much carbon in their blood.

Would any intelligent man, not a physician, haz-
ard his reputation for common sense by 1ec<)mmend
ing the vitiated atmosphere of old wells, mines, ete.,
or any other air charged w ith too large a propor-
tion of carbonic acid gas, as the most wholesome for
man to breathe, or as beneficial under any eircum-
stances? Yet they might just as well do this ab-
surd thing, as for physicians to recommend alcoholie
stimulants as wholesome under any circumstances,
and for the reasons we have pointed out: But they
may say they do nof carry this matter to an injuri-
ous extreme. To which we reply they do, as we
shall see, further on.

It seems proper to remark, in this connection,
that alcohol is not a natural product, that is, it does
not exist, naturally formed and stored wup in the
grains, fruits, ete., from which it is derived, as we
have frequently heard people assert was the case,
and argue from this that it was intended as a bev-




