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was still very sensitive. From here he went West
in a few days, was gone some two or three weecks,
when he refurned, suffering the worst torment,
he said, that he had ever endured. But this time
it was from a VERY EXTENSIVE ERUPTION UPON THE
skiN.  Upon examination, we found it an eruption
of very small vesicles at first, which soon became
pustular, though none of them were larger than the
head of a pin, aml they stood so thick together that,
as the points of them came off in the process of
suppuration, the entire skin was abraded over large
surfaces. His chest, back, shoulders and arms to
the wrists, were almost one continuous raw surface,
while the abdomen and legs were nearly half cov-
ered with' the eruption, all itching, smarting and
burning at times, he said, intolerably. Here, then,
was the cause of all this man’s sufferings for over
half a century. When it was acting upon the mu-
cous coat of his stomach which had been its seat for
life, excepting the preceding nine or ten months, it
caused dyspepsia pl]]lld]ll\, and secondarily upon
this, sick-headache; when it was transforred to the
lung it seated upon and abraded the free surface of
the mucous membrane of the bronchial tubes in that
lung, which caused a waste of albumen from the
blood, thereby leaving the bl od-corpuscles in excess,
and they congested the lung, resulting in an abscess
which destroyed a portion of the lung, and then
took on tuberculous action and became consumption.
When it was driven out of the lung by curative
treatment, it returned to the stomach and developed
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the identical conditions there that it had before;
and when, finally, it was driven out of here, by a
continuance ‘of the same curative means, it came
a

upon the skin, and was there to all appearance
radically cured in two or three months, with the
same dl'nu;_,r that had done all the rest, for from first
to last we gave nothing but Sepia, and this in no other
potency fm;f‘ the 1200™.  Cotld anything show more
clearly the terrible ravages of cutaneous diseases
when they act internally? Could any case better
illustrate the action of the law of Metastasis as we
laid this down in our last number? Or, finally, could
the results of medical treatment be more satisfactory
than in this case ?

If anv of the details above narrated shall seem
extre'me:, we can assure the reader that they have
been ]:l‘t.‘}n'tret] with care from a record made at the
time, and that no error has been allowed a place

among them.

DYSENTERY.
BY ROLLIN R. GREGG, M. D.

[This paper was prepared for, and read before the Erie County, Nm\‘- Tork._llm_n_m-
u]a‘.'trthir-. Medical Society, in the spring of 1866, and a copy requested for publication,
but it has never before heen published. ]

\ (Continued from' page 88.)

I now pass to the evidence of a transfer of the
disease under consideration, from the rectum and
colon, to other parts and organs, through the agency
of what has been, and in fact is now, regarded by al-
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niost the entire body of our school, as zood T I ce-
fl]rilﬂliu treatment. This evidence consists chivﬁv
m two reports which I find in print; ‘one from H'];e
pen of Dr. Dunham, of New York, whom we all
have reason to respect for the much that he has done
and is still doing to advance Homceopathy ; the
other from the pen of Dr, Boyee, of Aufmrn: \,Y Y-

who is less generally known to the profession, 1111£
whose report is none the Jess important and unmis-
tak;ﬂ;-.hl m the direction in question. But, before
proceeding further in this matter, I wish it di;s'tinc[tly
un.derst« od, that T do not bring up these reports to
ralse an issue with their authors, On the c-hntl'm'v

I use them simply because they -

] contain the very
clearest and best proof that I ¢ '

- an find, on record,
0 tlustrate my position, ind out of the candid con-
sideration of which, T hoy
Homeeopathy:.
Dr. Dunham’s

e much g‘()t][]_ ]]1:1}’ come to

report, which was prepared. as
appears, for the Homeopathic Medical Soe
8 | = 5 s xr ; : )

j:;} uga county, New York, was published in the
lahnemannian M gl D
aalmemannian Monthly, of December, 1865, andsis,

80 far as I copy from it, as follows,

il‘t-‘\_' of

He says:

({58 .
From the nature of my business T have
treat many cases of d ysentery,
however, have come under my

not been ealled to
Three forms of i
iree forms of that disease
- 3 z >
observation in this city i
D0G ; - s city and its
vicinity dm'mg the l}i'l'HL‘Ilt‘.\‘IHIHH(']' -
<5 ¥ ¥ i - - . ;
: 1. TIn one of the adjacent cities, T have seen several cases
In b()!l..\ll]t.ll_lt.il] and have heard of others, which presented the
following history : . -
wm T - s
. The disease began with moderate febrile excitement and
With symptoms, both local and general, which clearly indi-
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cated Mercurius. Under Mercurius, the cases improved until
nearly convalescent on about the third or fourth day after the
disease had fairly declared itself. At this period the ameliora-
tion ceased ; the patients became drowsy and stupid, the urine
was scanty, and that which was seereted was retained in the
bladder; the appetite failed entirely; emaciation was very
rapid, and the patient presented a strong resemblance to one
in the second stage of a severe typhoid fever. Some of these
cases lingered in this condition, cansing great anxiety to the
attending physician, until Opium was administered. Under
this remedy (given in the 200th Potency) rapid improvement
took place. The secrefion of urine became free, and the intel-
ligence clear. The appetite returned, as did likewise the dys-
enteric symptoms. The latter seemed to require Mercurius
again, and under this remedy the patients made satisfactory
recoveries.”

What the Doctor says of the second form of the
disease, though of interest, does not contain any-
thing applicable in the direction of our present in-
vestigation, and therefore I omit it and pass on to
the third form which he gives. Of this he says:

“3. In the city of New York, several severe and rapidly
fatal cases have been reported, to me, though I have not seen
any such. The patients (all children) were taken with dys-
entery of only moderate severity, and which seemed to indi-
cate Mercurius, or Nux Vomica. Under this remedy the evac-
uations ceased, and the patients appeared to be convalescent.
On the third or fourth day (when there had been no stool for
eighteen hours), suddenly the patients sank into a complete col-
lapse, from which no treatment, no remedies, internal or exter-
nal, no stimulants of any kind, sufficed torestore them. Homee-
opathic and Allopathic treatment were equally unavailing. In
the space of six to twelve hours death occured. Tn one case
there was green, watery vomiting during the collapse; in an-
other dark hiemorrhage from the rectum.”

[ will now make such comments upon this report
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as I think the good of Homdeop: ithy justly demands.
There is in it, more especially in t]m first section,
the clearest evide nce, I think, that could have been
given in an unconscious wa y—and it has all the more
weight from this fact—to show that the disease, or
at least the e xciting cause of it, was, 1n all the cases
mentioned, driven from the rectum and colon by the
treatment pursued, and by this means compelled to
continue its action upon other parts or oreans of the
system, which are more vital than those
it originally seated. Tn those cases which the Doe-
tor classifies under the first form of the disease,
which came under his observation, the transfer was
evidently made to the mucous membrane of the kid-
neys, causing acute albuminuria,

He says that the
1111]):menwnt from Mercurius, the first time it was

administered, ceased on the third or fourth day, and
then the patients became drowsy and stupid, the
urine scanty, ete. Here, we see, are two of the
most prominent symptoms that could arise, to lead
us to suppose we have to deal with acute Bright’s
disease. Scanty urine, as is well known, is one of
the leading pathological evidences that it

contains
albumen, and in the eases given, the br

aln was evi-
dently 1)(»Nme-d by the retention of urea in the
blood. But the Doctor says nothing in regard to
the urine being .1lhunnnuu~ nor whether tests w ere
made to determine this, Tt would have been of im-
portance to have had this done, though perhaps none
of the urine could have been uhtunwl as he says

what little was secreted was retained in the bl: ud-

upon which ’
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der. But, however the facts may h:lVl','; 1.{(??11, i‘n lhis}
respect, we see that under the. :uh‘mmstru‘tnm u{
Opium 200th, the secretion of urine became free ;m(
the intellicence clear. And just so soon as those
symptoms were relieved, the dysenteric symptoms ;.’e'-
turned. Can anything be more clear, then, than
that the dysentery had not been Lfll.l"l't:l, but that
its exciting cause was driven by medicines ‘tu act
upon the ]-(ill]_'l(‘)'h‘ and perhaps other parts for the

* time, ¢ ‘hen this secondary condition was re-
time, and when t _

lieved by medicine, though another drug, that it
was driven back to act upon its original seat in the
rectum just as it did before the transfer .{ f\}n\\' :111-
other very interesting feature presents .Lt-svlt.. The
Doctor Sz{\'ﬁ Mercurius seemed indicated again, ;1:11(1
under it the patients made satisfactory recoveries.
Jut if this drug did not establish a c-m'zltf\‘u‘actmn
in the first instance, as we have seen that it did not,
that it only, in fact, transferred the di.«ua.it{ to more
vital parts, causing much more u]:u*npng z'm.cl (hln;:er--
ous symptoms, I contend that it L'(rllldlllut la.u\ e cured
in the second instance of its administration to the
same patients, if given in the same potency and the
doses at the same length of interval. In.\-i_e:le
this, the disease must have been driven again to
seat upon other parts or organs, \\'lle.l'e..'. by the 't‘ﬂ)
strength of the part, it was forced 111tf'a a 1111_:1'1- 01
less dormant condition, to be developed in the tui“m-fe
in some acute or chronic form of dift'nse. It evi-
dently did not go to the kidneys again, as no men-
tion is made of symptoms from these organs; be-
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sides, they were probably sufficiently strengthened
by their reaction from the first attack, to resist a
return of the disease there a second time. Happil ¥y
Dr. Boyce’s report will be seen to throw some licht
upon these points in Dr. D.s cases, when we come
to consider that. :

In the third form of dysentery which Dr. Dun-
ham reports, there was evidently a transfer of the
disease also to other organs, and, like the cases men-
tioned in the first form, this transfer appears to
have been brought about solely with medicine,
though no evidence is given that it was in these

- patients driven to the kidneys. He says these cases
were of only moderate severity, that under the
remedy that seerfed indicated, which he states was
either Mercurius or Nux Vomica, the evacuations
ceased, and the patients appeared to be convales
cent, when on the third or fourth day, sust e
LENGTH OF TIME THAT THE BAD ACTION SHOWED I1-
SELF TN THE FIRST CLASS OF OAsEs, they suddenly
sank into a complete collapse, from which no treat-
ment sufficed to restore them, and death occurred in
from six to twelve hours. From the course these
ases apparently took, and the symptoms developed,
I think the transfer must have been to the mucous
membrane of the small intestines and stomach. In-
deed the Doctor says there was, in one case, oreen
watery vomiting during the collapse, which is Li}roof
there must have been some trouble with the stomach
m that case, at least. In another there was dark
hemorrhage from the rectum, which probably arose

.
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from the excess of blood-corpuscles left by loss of
albumen, and expelled through ruptured capillaries
in the mucous lining of some portion of the intesti-
nal canal. Now, let it be borne in mind, that this
terrible condition, which was fatal in ¢very instance,
was not the fatal culmination of the dysenteric ac- |
tion, nor was the collapse caused by the exhaustion
from that action, for it is distinctly stated that the
dysentery was of only moderate severity, but the

® fatal state immediately succeeded the refief that

medicine afforded the dysenteric symptoms.  Well,
then, was the dysentery cured? Clearly not, but
the cause of it was driven, as with the first class of |
c:-;se:ﬂ, to act upon other and still more vital parts,
where death was the invariable result. The differ-
ence in the action of the disease in the various lo-
calities, it will be readily comprehended, arose solely
from the different symptoms which each organ at-
tacked must necessarily give.

I now turnsto Dr. Boyce’s report, which I find in
the November number of the American Homewopa-
thic Review,for 1863. That part of this report which
I copy, succeeds an account of a case of poisoning
with Arsenie, from which the Doctor claims to have
seen clearly the indications for giving Arsenicum in

dysentery. He says:

£ Two children, twins of eichteen months, were attacked with
dysentery. The first was taken on Tuesday, Sept. 22d, 1863,
with vomiting of ingesta, followed by very offensive watery
stools, described by the nurse as smelling like rotten eggs.
On Wednesday morning commenced to pass the peculiar stools




