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The Patriot’s ambition.
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and prudential policy, T would have stood stil]
and unmoved. I might even have silently ga-
zed on the raging storm, enjoyed its loudest
thunders, and left those who are charged with
the care of the vessel of state, to conduct it
as they could. I have been heretofore often
unjustly accused of ambition. Low, grovell-
ing souls, who are utterly incapable of elevat-
ing themselves to the higher and nobley duties
of pure patriotism—Dbein gs who, forever keep-
ing their own selfish alms in view, decide all
public measures by their presumed influence
on their aggrandizement—judge me by the
venal rule which they prescribe to themselves.
I have given to the winds those false accusa-
tions, as I consign that which now impeaches
my motives. I have no desire for office, not
even the highest. The most exalted 1s but a
prison, in which the incarcerated incumbent
daily receives his cold, heartless visitants,
marks his weary hours, and is cut off from
the practical enjoyment of all the blessings of
genuine freedom. I am no candidate for any
office in the gift of the people of these states,
united or separated: I never Wish, never ex-
pect to be. Pass this bill, tranquillize the
country, restore confidence and affection in
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the Union, and T am willing to ¢o home to0
Ashland, dnd renounce public service for-
ever. I should there find, in its groves,
ander its shades, on 1ts Jawns, amidst my
flocks and herds, in the bosom of my fami-
ly, gincerity and truth, attachment, and fide-
lity, and oratitude, which T have not always
found in the walks of public lite. Yes, 1 have
ambition; but it is the ambition of being the
humble instrument, in the hands of Provi-
dence, to reconcile a divided people; once
more to revive concord and harmony in a
distracted land; the pleasing ambition of con-
templating the glorious spectacle of a free,
united, prosperous, and fraternal people!

Hexry Cray.
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The Village Blacksmith.

Under a spreading chestnut-tree,
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With large and sinewy hands;
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British inﬂuenée.

Against whom are these charges of British
predilection brought? Against men who, in
the war of the revolution, were in the coun-
cils of the nation, or fighting the battles of
your country.

Strange, that we should have no objection
to any other people or government, ecivilized
Or Savage, in the whole world! The great
autocrat of all the Russiag receives the homa-
ge of our high consideration. The ‘Dey of
Algiers and his divan of pirates are gz very
civil, good sort of people, witl. whom we fing
no difﬁculty in maiutaiuing the relations of'
peace and amity. “Turks, .J ews, and Infidels,”
or the barbarians and Savages of every clime
and color, are welcome to our arms. With
chiefs of banditti, heégro or mulatto, we ean
treat and can trade Name, however, but
England, and all our antipathies are up in .
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wicked, of kings and mi-
nisters of state. [ acknowledge the influence
of a Shakspeare and a Milton upon my ima-
gination, of a Locke upon my understanding,
of a Sidney upon my political principles, of a
Chatham upon qualities which, would to God,

I possessed in common with that illustrious
man! This is a British influence which I ean
never shake off.

however ruinous or

JOHN RANDOLPH,
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The destiny of America,
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