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Tantum profecit
Ut veritati unice litar_et.
Hoc ex scriptis le..ls disce,
Que quod de eo rehguum est
Majori fide tibe exhlbehunt,.
Quam epitaphii suspecta _elogm.
Virtutes si quas habuit, .
Minores sane quam sibi laudi
Duceret,-

Tibi in exemplum proponeret:
Vitia una sepeliantur.
Morum exemplum si queras,
Tu Evangelia habes,
Vitiorum utinam nusquam ‘
Mortalitatis certe (quod prosit)

Hie et ubique.
Natum anno Domini MDOXXXIL,
Mortuum xxvi Octobris MpocIv.
Memorat hezc tabella
Brevi et ipsa interitura.

HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY.

LECTURE XVI.*

ESSAY ON 'THE HUMAN UNDERSTANDING. ITS SPIRIT,
ITS METHOD. .

General spirit of the Essay on the Human, U%demtanding.ﬁlts method : study
of the human understanding as the necessary foundation of all trye phi-
loeophy.-—Study of the human understanding in its phenomena or ideas,—
Division of inquiries with respect to ideas, and determination of the order
in which these Inquiries should be made, To postpone the logical and on-
tological question of the truth or falsity of ideas, of the legitimacy or ille-
gitimacy of their application to such or such objects, to adhers to the study
of ideas in themselves, and in that to commence by establishing the actual
characters of ideas, and then to proceed to the investigation of their origin.
—Examination of the method of Locke, Tts merit: he postpones and
Places last the question of the truth or falsity of ideas ; its fault: he en-
tirely neglects the question of the actual characters of ideas, and he starts
by that of their origin.  First error of the method ; chances of errors Which
it involves; general tendency of the school of Locke.

TrE first question which we shall put in regard to the Essay
on the Human Understanding is - Upon what authority does it
rest in the Jast analysis 2 Does'the author search for {ruth af
his own Tisk and peril by the single force of reason, such as it
has been given to man, or does he recognize a foreign and superior
authority to which he submits, and from which he borrows the
motives of his Judgments ? Tn fact, this is, you know, the ques-
tion upon which it js necessary to interrogate at first every phil-
osophical work, in order to determine its most general character,
and its place in the history of philosophy, and even in that of
civilization, Now, a single glance at the Hssay on the Human
Underszaﬂding, Is sufficient to show that Locke is a froe seeker
of truth, Everywhere he addresses himself to reason; he
'_-_‘————ﬁ

* The third volume of the 1st Series contains a lecture devoted to tne ex.
amination of the Philosophy of Locke, P. 35-76.
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starts from this authority, and from this alone; and if he subse.
quently admits another, it is because he arrives at it by reason:
so that it is always reason which governs him, and holds in some
sort the reins of his thought. Locke belongs, therefore, to the
great family of independent philosophers. The Essay on the Hu-
man Understanding is a fruit of the movement of independence
in the seventeenth century, and it has fortified that movement.
This character passed from the master into his whole school, and
was thereby recommended to all the friends of human liberty. I
should add, that in Locke independence is always united to a sin-
cere and profound respect for every thing which should' be re-
spected. Locke is a philosopher, and, at the same time, a Chris-
tian. Such is the chief. As to the school, you know what it has
been. Its independence passed rapidly to indifference, and from
indifference to hostility. I mention all this, because it is import-
ant that you should continually have in hand the thread of the
movement of the sensualistic school.
I pass to the question which comes immediately after that of
the general spirit of the whole philosophical work, to wit, the
guestion of method. You know the importance of this question ;
it should now be evident to you that, as the method of a philoso-
pher is, so will his system be, and that the adoption of a method
decides the destinies of a philosophy. Hence our strict obligation
to insist on the method of Locke, with all the care of which we
are capable. What, then, is this method which, in its germ, con-
tains the entire system of Locke, the system which produced the
great sensualistic school of the eighteenth century 2 We will let
Locke speak for himself; in his preface he expresses himself
thus:

« Were it fit to trouble thee with the history of this Essay, I
should tell thee, that five or six friends, meeting in my chamber,
and discoursing on a subject very remote from this, found them-
selves quickly at a stand by the difficulties that arose on every
side. After we had awhile puzzled ourselves without coming any
nearer a resolution of those doubts which perplexed us, it came

HISTORY OF MODERN PHILOSOPHY. 183

into
o ;J(y; ;ho;xghts that'we took a wrong: course ; and that befor
e 01:: ves up(fr{ ?nqmries of that nature, it was necessa t.::
el own abilities, and see what objects our undersl;);d
o :r weri not fitted to deal with, This T proposed tu;
ny, who all readily assent
: ed; and ther i
iig?ed tthat this should be our first in:;uiry Sdfr]:j ;‘1 :,t .
: ; as
Whi;ie; :gt gloughts on subject I had never before consid};;‘ild
s OWIragamnst our next meeting, gave the first enty ,
1scourse ; which havin .
; 5 o been thus be
- oy - gun by cha
g IO:gI;u:d :f en:reaty; written by incoherent parfelv 1;101(3
ntervals of neglect, resumed i ;
L ‘ : . agam, as my hu
a8 az::: permitted ; and at last, in'a retirement Wiere Iizr :r
on my health gave me leisure, it was brought ; o
order thou now seest it.”’ ot
He returns to the same thoug
f=]

- sy ht in the introduction which fol-

Chap. II, «
p- IL «T shall not at présent meddle with the physical

consideration of the mi

‘ ind, or trouble mvself )

. v ysell to examine wherej

! consists, or by what motions of our spirits," -

1ons of our bodies, we come to hav o L

ans, or 1 i

;b:ieas - _antyhlfleas in our understandings; and whether thos

e fjhm eir formation, any or all of them, depend on matt :

. : 3 ese are speculations which, however curious and ent i

& ing, I shall decline, as lying out of my way, in thed i eri
now upon, : L

pon. It shall suffice to my present purpose; to confzder

the discerning faeulti
objects Whicf they hf;; f;: c{‘;a:;i;? 't’hey Bee
Locke is persuaded ‘that this is: :
the rashness of philosophy,
useful inyestigations.
Chap. < is inquiry i
smndinz IIVc.ﬂn tIlf, by this Inquiry nto the nature of the under-
L ,thims ! I;scover t'he powers thereof, how far they reach
| DI ey a.l'e. Inany degree proportionate, and Where’
A suppose it may be of use to prevail with the b
man to be more cautious in meddling with things exce:s&y
g -

€ any sensations by our or-

. tile only means of repressing
and, at the same ti 3
me, of e i
; neouraging




184 HISTORY OF MODERN PHIIOSOPHY.

ing its comprehension ; to stop when it is at the utmost extent.of
its tether ; and to sit down in a quiet ignorance of those things,
which, upon examination, are found to be beyond the reach of
our capacities.  We should not then, perliaps, be so forward, out
of an afectation of a universal knowledge, to raise questions, and
perplex ourselves and others with disputes about things to which
our understandings are not suited, and of which we cannot frame:
in our minds any clear or distinet perceptions, or whereof (as it
has, perhaps, too often happened) we have not any notions at all.
1f we can find out how far the understanding ean extend its views,
how far it has faculties to attain certainty, and in what cases it
can only judge and guess, we may learn to content ourselves with
what is attainable by us in this state.”

Chap. VI. ¢ When we know ow own strength, we shall the
better know what to undertake witl. hopes of success; and when
we have well surveyed the powers of our own minds, and mads
some estimate what we may expect from them, we shall not be
inclined either to sit still, and not set our thoughts on work at all,

in despair of knowing any thing; or, on the other side, question
every thing, and disclaim all knowledge, because some things are

not to be understood.”
And again, in the same section:
«Tt is of great use to the sailor to know the length of his line,

though he cannot with it fathom all the depths of the ocean. It
is well he knows that it is long enough to reach the bottom, at
such places as are necessary to direct his voyage, and caution him
against running upon shoals that may ruin him.”

I shall make but one more and a deeisive citation :

« This was that which gave the first rise to this essay concern-
ing the understanding. For I thought that the first step towards
satisfying several inquiries the mind of man was very apt to run
mto, was to tale a survey of our own understanding, examine our
own powers, and see to what things they were adapted. Till
that was done, I suspected we began at the wrong end £

I have purposely brought together these citations, in order to
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& Throughout the ﬁ_rst. Series and in this.
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themselves to perfect it, to elucidate, and to understand i, by
will and attention. In all men, consciolisness is simply a natural
process ;. some elevate this natural pracess to the height of an
art, of a method, by reflection, which is in some sort a second
consciousne?s_s; a free reproduction of the first; and as conscious-

ness gives to all men a knowledge of what Ppasses within them,

80 reflection can give to the philosopher a certain knowlédge of
every thing that falls under the eye of consciousness. And ob-
serve that the question is not here concerni

ng hypotheses and
conjectures, for the question is not ey

en concerning the processes
of reasoning ; the question is only concerning facts, and eoncern-
ing facts which can be observed quite as well as those which
take place on the scene of the world. The only difference is,
that on the one hand they are exterior, on the other interior, and
that the natural action of our faculties earrying us outward, it is
easier:for us to observe the former than the latter. With a Iittle
attention, resolution, and practice, we may succeed in interior
observation as.well as in exterior observation, Finally, Ppsychol-
0gy; even were it more difficult than physics, is by its nature,
like physics; a science of observation, and consequently it has the

same title and the same right to the rank of a positive science.

But it is indeed necessary to recognize its true objects. The
objects of psychology are those of reflection, which again are
those of consciousness : now, it is evident that the objects of con-
sciousness are neither the exterior world nor God, nor the soul

itself in so far as substance, for if we had a consciousness of the
substance of the soul, w

e should dispute no longer in regard to
its nature, whether it is material or spiritual. Being in itself,

whatever it may be, that of bodies, that of God, that of the soul

itself, does not fall under consciousness. True philosophy docs

ot exclude ontology, but adjourns it: psychology does not de-

throne metaphysics, but precedes and elucidates them : 1t makes _
10 romance on the nature of the soul ; it studies the soul in the

action of its faculties, in the phenomena which consciousness and

reflection can attain, and directly do attain,




