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Behold now where error commences. Enthusiasm is, 1 repeat,
this spontaneous intuition of truth by reason, as independent as
possible of personality and the senses. But it often happens that
the senses and personality are introduced into inspiration itselt,
and with it mingle details which are material, arbitrary, false, and -
ridiculous. It also happens that those who participate, in a su-
perior degree, in this revelation of God, made to all men by
reason and by truth, imagine that it belongs to themselves, that
it has been refused to others, not only in this same degree, but
totally and absolutely ; they institute in their minds, to their ad-
svantage, a sort of privilege of inspiration ; and as in inspiration
we feel the duty of submitting ourselves to the truths which it
reveals to us, and the sacred mission of pmcla.iming them and of
spreading them, we often go so far as to suppose that if is also a

duty for us, while submitting ourselves to its truths, to subject
others to them, to impose on them these truths, not in virtue of
our power and of our personal illumination, but in virtue of the
superior power from which emanates all inspiration: on our
knees before the principle of our enthusiasm and our faith, we also
wish to make others bow to the same principle, and to make them
adore and serve it for the same reason that we adore and serve it
ourselves.* Hence religious authority ; hence also tyranny. ‘We
begin by believing in special revelations made in our favor, and
end by regarding ourselves as delegates of God and providence,
charged not only to enlighten and save docile souls, to enlighten
and save, whether they are willing or not, those who would resist
the truth and God.

But the folly and the tyranny, which are often derived, 1
ciple of inspiration, because we are feeble,
lusive, and therefore intolerant, are essen-
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this principle, and at the same time condemn its aherrations. In-
stead of this, Locke confounds the abuse of the principle, the
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to error, very unfavorable to it.  According to Locke, if men arc
aot so foolish as they appear to be, it is because they put very
little faith in the foolish opinions with which they seem to be
penetrated, which they follow only from habit, excitement, or in-
terest. “They are resolved to stick to a party that education or
interest has engaged them in; and these, like the commor sol-
diers of an army, show their courage and warmth as their leaders
direct, without ever so much as examining or knowing the cause
they contend for. . . . . . It is enough for a man fo
obey his leaders, to have his hand and his tongue ready for the
support of the common cause, and thereby approve himself to
tliose who can give him credit, preferment, or prdtection in that
suciety.” Here, again, Tocke suffered himself to be troubled
by the spectacle of his times, when, in the midst of so many fol-
livs, there might have been some dissemblers ; but all were not
and could not be so. I grant that, in revolutionary times, am-
hution often takes the standard of exiravagances in which it can-
rot believe, in order to lead the crowd ; but ambition must not
ba calumniated. All is n all in humanity, and one can be at the
sime time both very ambitious and very sincere. Cromwell, for
example, was, in my opinion,* a Puritan sincere even to fanati-
cism, and greedy of domination even to hypoerisy ; and yet the
Liypocrisy is in him more doubtful and obscure than fanaticism.
Probably it only led him to exaggerate the opinions which were
in his heart, and to arouse the passions which he shared himself,
His tyranny is not a proof of the imposture of his republican ar-
dor. There are times when the most popular cause has need of
a master, and when the good sense which recognizes the neces-
sity, and the genius which feels its own force, easily impel an
ardent soul to arbitrary power, without indicating an excess of
solfishness. Pericles, Cesar, Cromwell, and others still, might
have very sincerely loved equality in the midst of & dictatorship.

* This opinion concerning the sincerity of the fanaticism of Cromwell,
which caused astonishment in 1829, is now demonstrated by the publication

of his letters, by Carlyle.
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* Allusion to Bolivar.

gr:a% :ll_‘ntlagn_in lmppy‘to \::onﬁrm an opinion which is so dear to me, by the
fat atithority of Leibnitz. Here is his reply to Locke: “Thia; Jjustice
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The XXI. and last chapter contains a division of sciences ints
physics, practics, and logic or grammar. Locke here under-
stands by physics, the nature of things, not only the nature of
bodies, but of minds, God and the soul; it is the ancient physies
and the modern ontology. 1 have nothing to say of this division,
except that it is very old, evidently arbitrary and superficial, and
much inferior to the celebrated division of Bacon, reproduced by
d’Alembert, I have difficulty in persuading myself that the au-
thor of this paragraph could have known the division of Bacon.
T rather see in this, as in the third book on signs and words, a
recollection of the reading of Hobbes.

We have now arrived at the end of this long analysis of the
fourth book of the Kssay on the Human Understanding. 1 have
followed, step by step, chapter by chapter, all the important
propositions contained in this fourth book, as I have done in re-
gard to the third, in regard. to the -second, and in regard. to the
first. Nevertheless, I should not give you a complete view of
the Bssay on the Human Understanding, if I did not exhibit to
you some fheories which are scattered throughout the work of
Locke, but have an intimate relation to the general spirit of his
system, and have acquired in the sensualistic school an immense
anthority. It has therefore appeared to me proper o reserve
these diverse theories for a particular examination: I propose fo
make them known to you and to discuss them in the next lecture,
which will be the last of this year, and will contain my definite
judgment in regard to the philosophy of Locke.

which you render tothe human race does not turn to its credit, and men
would be much more excusable in sincerely following their opinions than in
counterfeiting them by considerations of interest. Perhaps, however, there
is more sincerity in fact than you seem willing to understand ; for, withous
any knowledge of the cause, they may come to exercise implicit faith by sub-
mitting themselves generally and blindly, but often in good faith, to the
judgments of others, who'e authority they have once recognized. It is troe
that the interest they find in it often contributes to this submission ; but this
does not hinder opinion being formed.”
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LECTURE XXV,
ESSAY, LIBERTY. SOUL. GOD. CONCLUSION.

Exanination of three important theories which are found in the Essay on ihs
-Humcm Understanding ; 1st, Theory of Liberty: that it inclines ::; fatal-
ism. 2d, Theory of the nature of the Soul: that it inclines to materialism
8d, Theory of the existence of God: that it relies almost exclusivel on-
proofs borrowed from the sensible world.—Recapitulation of all theyl
tures on the Essay on the Human Understanding ; OFf the merits and d.efezs;

which have been pointed out.—Of the spirit whicl i
whic e t which h: is -
ination of Locke.—Coneclusion. . e

i TaEe theories which I must to-day present to you are those of
llberl..y, O.f the soul, and of God. I will unfold to you these three
theories in the same order in which they are found in the Fssay

on the Human Understanding.

In order that you may clearly understand the true character
of Locke’s theory of Liberty, some preliminary explanations are
indispensable.*

All the facts which can full under the consciousness of man
and under the reflection of the philosopher, are resolved into
three fundamental facts which contain all the others, three facts
which without doubt in reality, are never solitary, but which are
not the less distinet, and which a scrupulous analysis must
discern, without dividing them, in the complex phenc;menon of
intellectual life. These three facts are: fo feel, to think, to acs,

* On the true notion of liberty, see 1st Series, Vol. 1, Conrse of 1816
Lectures 23 and 24, p. 189, and Course of 1817, Lecture 23; Vol. 2, 8d Part,
L.exaturc 18 and Lecture 20; Vol. 8, Lecture 1, Locks, p. 71, Lectur,e 3 Ucm:
gillac, p. 149, ete. ; Vol. 4, Lecture 23, Morals of Reid, p. 541-574. Th_jis lnst

passage contairs, with thi other, sufficiently developed, all our doetri
human liberty. i . o R




