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quien era el Jefe, éste, no obstante, concedib6 la gloria del combate
4 Porfirio Diaz. Su entrada4 la Capital fué una verdadera mar-
cha de triunfo, y como recompensa de sus victorias se le ascendio
4 General de Brigada. Al frente de su brigada el 20 de Octubre
de 1861, gand la batalla de Pachuca, combatiendo contra
las fuerzas de Marquez y Tomas Mejia. Después de esta victoria
fué recibido en la capital con grandes honores, ovaciones y
celebraciones de fiestas por tan plausible motivo.

Lleg6 el afio de 1861 : el Gobierno de México se vib en la
necesidad de suspender el pago de intereses de ciertos bonos,

the 13th of August, 1861. All night, a desperate hand to hand
fight ensued in the crooked streets of the town, Diaz in the thick
of the fray. Once, in hastening to the relief of his companions in
arms, he suddenly came upon the enemy ; as they opened fire, his
horse leaped through their ranks and he escaped unscathed.
Eventually he gained the Plaza, seized the enemy’s battery and
put them to flight. Although General Ortega was in full com-
mand and Diaz had disobeyed his orders, he nevertheless gave
Porfirio all the glory of the campaign. The entry of Diaz into the

lo que sirvi6 de pretexto 4 algunas potencias Europeas para

Accion de Jalatiaco.

una intervencién armada, que tuvo por resultado la invasion
de México por fuerzas francesas, espafiolas é inglesas. Retira-
ronse de la coalicién, en Febrero de 1862, los gobiernos inglés y
espaiiol, retirando sus tropas. Bajo el mando del (:xeneral
Zaragoza, Diaz ataco al Ejercito francés al mando del General
Lorencez, el 28 de Abril, en las alturas de Acultzingo, con el
fin de gainir tiempo para completar los preparativos de
la defensa de Puebla. Solo quedaron los franceses ¢€
invadieron toda la Reptblica. EIl primer conflicto de impor-
tancia acaeci6 en Puebla. El General Lorencez mandaba las
fuerzas francesas y el General Zaragoza las mexicanas. Antes
del combate reunié Zaragoza un consejo de generales en el que
les expuso los peligros que corria el pais, y afiadi6.: “ Si no
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Capital was a veritable triumphal march and as a reward for his
victory,he received the rank of Brigadier General, August 23,1861.
On the 20th of October, 1861, it was the brigade of General Diaz
which actually won the battle of Pachuca, against the forces of
Marquez and Tomas Mejia. His return to the Capital was the
occasion for a series of festivities and great popular ovations in his
honour.

During the year 1861, the temporarily suspended payment of
intérest on certain bonds gave the European powers an excuse for
armed intervention, resulting in the allied forces of France, Spain
and England entering the country. In February, 1862, the troops

of England and Spain withdrew. Acting under the ofders of '8

podemos destruirlos, trataremos al menos de fustrar sus inten-
ciones,” 4 lo que Diaz exclamd:
hasta morir.”

Capole el honor al General Diaz de mandar la brigada y
artilleria que defendieron el camino que conduce 4 Amozoc,
donde acampaban las fuerzas francesas. Durante la batalla
reconcentrd el enemigo sus fuerzas, repetidas veces en ese punto,
pero _defendiéo Diaz con tal pericia su posicién estratégica, que
rechazé al enemigo, contribuyendo asi en gran parte, 4 la gloriosa
jornada del ““ Cinco de Mayo,” 1862, cuyos aniversarios celebra
con gran entusiasmo el pueblo mexicano. En la batalla de
La Ceiva el 14 de Junio de 1862, Diaz 4 las ordenro del General
Zaragoza logré derrotar 4 las fuerzas franceses. Al tener noticia
Napoleén de la derrota sufrida por los franceses, envié refuerzos
al mando de Forey. Marché este General, en Enero de 1863,
hacia el interior de la Reptiblica, al frente de 26,000 hombres ;

“Por mi parte lucharé
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General Zaragoza, Diaz gave battle to the French army under
General Lorencez on the heights of Acultzingo, April 28th,1862, re-
sulting in gaining time for completing the preparations for the de-
fence of Puebla. The French however remained and commenced
a conquest of the country. Puebla was the scene of the first impor-
tant conflict ; General Lorencez was in command of the French
and General Zaragoza of the Mexican forces. Before the battle,
Zaragoza called his Generals together, and addressing them he ex-
posed the danger which threatened their country and said, “ If we
are not able to destroy, we can at least frustrate them.” Diaz
exclaimed I, for my part, will support you until death.” In the
engagement that followed, General Diaz had the honour of
commanding the brigade and battery which defended the road
leading to Amozoc, where the French were encamped. During
the battle the enemy repeatedly concentrated their forces in this

Batalla de! Ginco de Mayo, en Puebla, en 1862.

y el 16 de Marzo puso sitio 4 la ciudad de Puebla. El gjéreito
mexicano 4 las 6rdenes del General Ortega, sostuvo un sitio de
sesenta dias, viéndose, al fin, obligado 4 capitular, por falta de
viveres y de municiones. Durante el asedio de la ciudad tuvo
el General Diaz la prerrogativa de sostener una de las mas
expuestas posiciones, la que defendi6 heréicamente. Por un
momento lograron los franceses tomar los primeros reductos,
pero elintrépido Diaz acudi6 4 su defensa y mediante nutridas des-
cargas de fusileria, que hicieron grandes estragos en el enemigo,
logré conducir 4 sus soldados contra los franceses y recuperar
el terreno perdido. Después de la capitulacién de Puebla, se
neg6 & quedar prisionero bajo su palabra de honor, por lo que
fué reducido & estrecha prisién. Aproveché la primera oportu-
nidad favorable y escapose, dirigiéndose 4 la ciudad de México,
en la que fué recibido con entusiastas demostraciones de jubilo.
La merecida popularidad de que gozaba hizo que el Presidente
Judrez le ofreciera la cartera de Ministro de la Guerra 6 el mando

de un cuerpo. El General di6 las gracias al Presidente por

Battle of the Fifth of May, at Puebla, in 1862.

direction, but so ably did Diaz defend this strategic position that
he completely checked the invaders and aided in no small degree in
winning the glorious victory of *“ Cinco de Mayo,” 1862, which
gave to the Mexican people one of their proudest .anniversaries.
In the battle of La Ceiva on the 14th of June, 1862, Diaz, under
the orders of General Zaragoza was successful in defeating the
French forces. The reverse which the French suffered at Puebla
caused Napoleon to send reinforcements under the command of
General Forey. In January, 1863, Forey marched to the interior
with a force of 26,000 men, and on the 16th of March, laid siege
to the City of Puebla. The forces under the command of General
Ortega withstood a siege of sixty days and only capitulated after
their ammunition and stores were totally exhausted. During the
investment of the city, General Diaz had the distinction of hold-
ing one of the chief positions, which he defended in a most heroic
manner. The French at one time forced his first defence, but the
undaunted Diaz ran and fired a field gun which covered this point
resulting in great slaughter of the enemy, giving him an opportu-
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Bus ofrecimientos, pero rehusé aceptarlos, pretextando sus pocos
afios y el temor de crear el descontento entre oficiales de mayor
edad que él. Alentado por la defensa herdica de Puebla, pre-
parose el Presidente para una lucha igual en México, pero no
contando més que con un ejército de 14,000 hombres mal per-
trechados, resolvié el Congreso salvar la capital de un bombardeo
destructor, y decreté que se trasladase 4 San Luis Potosi el
asiento del Gobierno. En la retirada que sigui6 4 esta deter-
minacién, iba el General Diaz 4 la cabeza de la primera division,
cubriendo la retaguardia, lo que mucho contribuyé 4 evitar la
desmoralizacién de las tropas. A su llegada 4 Querétaro se
reorganizé el ejército, y se nombré al General Diaz Comandante
en Jefe de los territorios Sur y Este, desde la ciudad de Puebla,
incluyendo los ricos y populosos Estados de Puebla, Tlaxcala,
Veracruz, Guerrero, Oaxaca, Chiapas, Tabasco, Yucatin y
* Campeche. Se le eligi6 para tan importante mando por sus
reconocidas dotes administrativas, y por la popularidad de que
gozaba en el Estado de Oaxaca. A fines de Octubre de 1863

Diaz en la Torre del Convento de Oaxaoca.

salié de Querétaro con un cuerpo compuesto de todas armas, y
un reducido trén de artilleria de montafia. Después que hubo
atravesado los Estados de México y Michoacan, hizo alto por
tres dias frente 4 Taxco, y con destreza se apoderé de la ciudad,
marchando después hicia Oaxaca, en donde estableci6 su cuartel
general : alli comenz6_su obra de reorganizacion. En breve
tiempo restableci6 el orden, impuso contribuciones, recluto
fuerzas, equipandolas y disciplinindolas, y estableci6 un gobierno
estable.

: Poco 4 poco fué derrotando y dispersando las fuerzas fran-
cesas mas proximas; brillante excepcién de los reveses que
sufrian las fuerzas republicanas en otras partes del pais. Moviése
después el General Diaz hicia el norte, tomando & su paso los
pueblos de Huajapdn, Teotitlin y Zoyaltepec. Finalmente
derroté las fuerzas al mando del General Brincourt & quien se
habia dado orden de impedir el avance de las tropas liberales.

Con las numerosas victorias que obtuve sobre el enemigo,
demostré Diaz su excesivo vigor, lo que decidi6 al General
Bazaine 4 organizar, en Diciembre de 1864, la mas importante

nity to lead his soldiers against the French and regain the vantage
lost. After the capitulation of the city, Diaz refused to take
parole and as a result was closely confined. He made use of the
first opportunity that presented itself to escape and safely reached
the City of Mexico, where the public received him with clamorous
demonstrations. His well deserved popularity induced President
Juarez to offer him the portfolio of Minister of War or the com-
mand of an army corps. Diaz gave thanks to the President for
the distinction offered, but under the plea of youth and the proba-
bility of creating discontent among older officers, refused both
offers. Animated by the heroic defence of Puebla, the President
prepared for a similar struggle in Mexico, but having only 14,000
ill-equipped soldiers, Congress resolved to save the Capital from
a destructive bombardment and decreed that the seat of govern-
ment be transfered to San Luis Potosi. In the retreat which follow-
ed, General Diaz with the first division covered the rear guard
and contributed greatly towards preventing the demoralization
of the army. After arriving at Querétaro, the army was re-organ-
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Diaz in the Convent Tower of Oaxaca.

ized and Diaz was appointed Commander-in-Chief of the country
south and east from Puebla, including the rich and populous
States of Puebla, Tlaxcala, Veracruz, Guerrero, Oaxaca, Chiapas,
Tabasco, Yucatan and Campeche. His selection for this impor-
tant command was due to his recognized administrative abilities
and his popularity in the State of Oaxaca. At the end of
October 1863, he set forth from Querétaro with a body of veterans
of all arms and a small battery of mountain guns. After travers-
ing the States of Mexico and Michoacan, he engaged in a series of
actions with the enemy on the 26th, 27th, and 28th of October,
before Taxco, and skilfully captured it; afterwards marching on to
Oaxaca, where he established his headquarters and commenced
his work of re-organization. He soon brought order out of chaos,
raised revenues, recruited, equipped and drilled forces and formed
a stable government. By degrees he routed and dispersed the
nearest French forces, exhibiting a brilliant exception to the

reverses suffered by the Republican forces in other parts of Mexico. =

He then began to move north, capturing on his way the towns of
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campana de todo el perfodo de la intervencion, con objeto de
aniquilar tan poderoso enemigo. EI dia 17 de Enero de 1865
estableci6 Bazaine su cuartel general en la hacienda Blanca,
teniendo 4 sus 6rdenes doce mil hombres y cuarenta cafiones.
Aungque sélo con una fuerza de tres mil hombres, decidiose Diaz
4 defender la ciudad de Oaxaca hasta el altimo trance. Después
de haber sufrido un sitio de tres semanas, abandonado por la
mayor parte de sus soldados y después de desesperada lucha, en
la que personalmente manejaba un cafién en una de las torres
del Convento de San Francisco, y cuando sélo le quedaba un
hombre, se vié Diaz en la necesidad de rendirse. Volvié a
estar preso.en Puebla. Intent6 evadirse varias veces (y en una
ocasi6n llegé 4 horadar un pasaje subterraneo casi hasta la
calle) ; por fin llegd 4 escapar en la noche del 20 de Septiembre,
1865. Tanto le temfan los imperialistas que se ofrecié por su
captura, vivo 6 muerto, una recompensa de $10,000. EIl 3 de

Emboscada en Tlapa.

Octubre de 1865 se expidié un decreto infame, por el que se
autorizaba 4 los oficiales franceses 4 fusilar 4 cuantos republi-
canos hicieran armas contra los invasores, 6 de alguna manera
coadyuvasen 4 la independencia de su pa’s. Comprendiendo
Diaz la necesidad de reconquistar su- prestigio por medio de
nuevas vi_ctorias, para lograr la libertad de su patria, se dirigio,
al efecto, 4 su amigo el Coronel Bernardo Garcia, quien le confié
el mando de una pequefia fuerza. Sin pérdida de tiempo salié
al campo, sorprendié é hizo prisionera la guarnicién de Tehuit-
zingo el 22 de Septiembre, y al siguiente dia derroté una partida
de 150 imperialistas en Piaxtla ocupandole la mayor parte de
sus armas y monturas. El 1° de Octubre en Jultzingo vencio las
fuerzas del General Vissoso, muy superiores 4 las suyas, derrotan-
dole de nuevo en Comitlipa, haciéndole numerosos prisioneros y

Huajuapan, Teotitlan and Zoyaltepec, finally defeated the forces
of General Curtois D’Hurbal, who had been ordered to check his
advance at San Antonio Nanahuatipan. Diaz developed such
strength with his many successes, that in December, 1864, General
Bazaine organized the largest campaign of the whole period. of
Intervention to crush him. On the 17th of January, 1865,
Bazaine established his head quarters at the Hacienda Blanca,
“having under his command a force of 12,000 men and forty pieces
of artillery. Diaz with his small force of 3,000 men determined
to defend the City of Oaxaca to the last. After a three weeks
siege, deserted by nearly all his men, and after a desperate stand
in which he personally served a cannon in one of the towers of the
convent of San Francisco, until only one man survived, he sur-
rendered: Diaz again found Puebla his prison, and after several
attempts to escape—once he nearly tunnelled to the street—
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he finally gained his freedom on the night of September the 20th,
1865. So much was he feared by the Imperialists, that a reward
of -:$10,000.00. was offered for his capture or convincing proof of
his death. On October the 8rd, 1865, an infamous decree was
issued, authorizing Imperialist officers to shoot all Republicans
found with arms or in any way aiding the cause of Independence.
Diaz realizing that it was necessary to regain his prestige by new
triumphs in order to achieve the independence of his country,
directed his way to the house of his friend Colonel Bernardo Garcia, -
who placed a small part of his troops at the command of General
Diaz. Without resting, he surprised and captured the garrison
of Tehuitzingo on September 22nd, and the day following defeated
a body of 150 Imperialists at Piaxtla,, securing the larger part of
their arms and mounts. At Jultzingo, October Ist, he gained
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posesionandose de muchas armas y dinero. Las numerosas victorias
que alcanz6 el General Diaz durante pocas semanas, eclipsaron,
hasta cierto punto, sus anteriores proezas, y contribuyeron en
gran parte 4 restablecer la supremacia de la Republica.

En el mes de Enero de 1866 los Estados Unidos invocaron
Ja doctrina de Monroe, lo que puso en claro 4 Napoleon III. lo
peligroso de su situacion y resolvi6 retirar sus tropas de México.
Abandonado 4 su suerte el infortunado Maximiliano, proclamado
Emperador de México con el apoyo militar de Napoledn, favo-
reci6 esa medida en gran parte, la causa de la Independencia.
Tenia, sin embargo, Maximiliano tropas suficientes con que
dominar la situacién por mucho tiempo. Entre tanto el General
* Diaz no permanecia ocioso. No perdié oportunidad favorable
para atacar y vencer las fuerzas de Maximiliano en muchas
escaramuzas. :

Panorama de la Giudad de Oaxaca, Estado de Oaxaca.

En Tlapa salv la vida milagrosamente el General Diaz.
Invitado 4 un parlamento por el jefe imperialista Triujeque,
no bien hubo llegado 4 las lineas enemigas y desmontado del
caballo, cuando de una emboscada parti6 nutrido fuego graneado
sobre él. Este inesperado cuanto “ caluroso " recibimiento, le
oblig6 4 volver 4 montar su caballo, atravesando por entre una
1luvia de balas, que afortunadamente no le infirieron herida
alguna. Esta felonia sélo tuvo el efecto en el dnimo del General,
de redoblar su energia en el uso de su tactica ; y con una fuerza
inferior en nimero y armamento a la del enemigo, dié principio
4 sus fclices maniobras, atacindolo cuando menos lo esperaba.
En la batalla de Miahuatldn, acaecida el 13 de Octubre de 1866,
demostré su habilidad estratégica derrotando las fuerzas im-
perialistas al mando” del General Oronoz, y ocupandole todo el
bagaje y toda la artilleria.

Panorama of the City of Oaxaca, Siate of Oaxaca.

a victory over the superior forces of General Vissoso; and at
Comitlipa on the 4th of December, again defeated him, taking
numerous prisoners, arms and money. = The numerous victories
gained during the past few weeks eclipsed in many ways all
previous achievements and did much for the re-establishment of
Republican supremacy. In January, 1866, the declaration of
the Monroe doctrine by the United States, opened the eyes of
Napnleon ITT to the danger of his situation, and caused him to
announce the retirement of his troops from Mexico. This aban-
donment of the unfortunate Maximilian, who had been pro-
claimed Emperor of Mexico by the military aid of Napoleon,

greatly furthered the cause of Independence. Maximilian had,

however, sufficient forces at his command to make him for some
time master of the situation. In the meantime, Diaz was not idle;
he attacked the forces of Maximilian whenever he saw a favorable
opportunity and gained many minor victories,

Foto. A. Beccerill, Puebla.

At Tlapa, Diaz narrowly escaped with his life. Triujeque, the
Imperialist leader had invited him to a parley, but no sooner had
he reached the enemy’s lines and dismounted, than a general fire
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was opened upon him by a body of men lying in ambush. This ﬂ

unexpected * warm ”’ reception caused him to quickly remount
his charger, and amidst a hail of bullets he miraculously escaped
without a grievous wound. This treachery only infused more
energy into the tactics of General Diaz and with an army inferior
in numbers; ammunition and arms, he commenced his successful
manceuvres in front of his foe, attacking them when least
expecteds. In the battle of Miahuatlan, October 13th, 1866, he
clearly demonstrated his strategic ability by defeating the vastly
superior Imperialistic forces under General Oronoz and cap-
turing all his baggage and Artillery. i
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Despusés de este hecho de armas marché sobre Oaxaca y puso
cerco 4 la ciudad. Habiendo recibido noticia de que una columna
enemiga se dirigia en auxilio de la guarnicién sitiada, inmediata-
mente sali6 4 su encuentro, topando con dicha columna en la
Carbonera. Al mediodia del 18 de Octubre de 1866, empez6 la
batalla famosa de este nombre, y antes de que transcurrieran
muchashoras, el General Diaz habia debelado las fuerzas austriacas,
haciendo prisionera 4 casi toda la infanteria, capturando ademas
700 carabinas, muchos cafiones y todas las provisiones y muni-
ciones que iban destinadas 4 la guarnicién de Oaxaca. Reali-
zada esta proeza volvié Diaz 4 sitiar esa ciudad obligindola &
capitular el dia 31 de Octubre, después de indtil resistencia.
.Las brillantes victorias de Miahuatlan, la Carbonera y la toma de

Batalla de la Carbonera.

la ciudad de Oaxaca, rivivieron el dnimo decaido de los republi-
canos y aumenté el nimero de los adeptos 4 la causa
de la Independencia.

Durante la permanencia del General Diaz en Oaxaca,
fundé una escuela modelo para nifas, implantando un sistema
de educacion que ha sido uno de los més trascendentales adelantos
sociales que registra la historia de México.

Haciendo una rapida jornada 4 través del Sur libré las
batallas de Chistova, Tequisistlan y Tlacolulito, las que dieron
por resultado la déstruccién de las tdltimas fortificaciones que
quedaban de los imperialistas en el Estado.

En Mayo de 1867 hizo preparativos el General Diaz para
desalojar 4 los invasores de la ciudad de Puebla, y el 9 del mismo
mes estableci6 su cuartel general en el cerro de San Juan, poco

mds de una milla al Este de Puebla. Nadie mejor que Diaz

After this great victory he marched on to Oaxaca and
laid siege to the city. Receiving news of a column marching to
the relief of the besieged garrison, he immediately set out to inter-
cept o i encountered the relief column at La
Carbonera. Mid-day of October the 18th, 1866, the famous
battle of “ La Carbonera” commenced, and before many hours
had passed General Diaz had completely routed the Austrian
forces, capturing nearly all the infantry, 700 carbines, many pieces
of artillery and the whole of the stores and provisions intended
for the garrison in Oaxaca. After this achievement he again
laid siege to Oaxaca, and after a vain resistance the garrison
capitulated on the 31st of October. The brilliant triumphs of

and

-
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Battle of La Carbonera.

Miahuatlan, La Carbonera and the capture of the City of Oaxaca,
revived the drooping spirits of the Republicans and added new
adherents_to the cause of Independence. During his stay in
Oaxaca he founded a model school for girls, initiating a system
which is at the present day working one of the greatest social
changes in the history of Mexico. Making a rapid journey through
the south, he destroyed the remaining bulwarks of Impeﬂalism in
the State,with the battles of Chistova,Tequisistlan and Tlacolulito.
In March, 1867, General Diaz made-preparations for regaining
the City of Puebla from the Imperialists, and on the 9th of
March, established his headquarters on the hill of San Juan

alittle over a mile east of Puebla. No one realized more fully

than he the important position which the Imperialists possessed




