PUEBLA

ILUSTRADO.

[a desaparicién misteriosa de los primeros archives
de la ciudad no ha podido ser explicada satisfactoriamente,
no sirviendo para averiguar si se perdieron o fueron robados
ni la excommunién publica leida en 1617 con ese objecto por
orden del obispo. La historia de Puebla fué de un caracter
enteramente religioso durante el periodo del virreinato ;
asi es que prescindiendo del estreno de iglesias y de edificios
v de la fundacién de instituciones de beneficencia, no hay
nada interesante que recordar.

En 1550, Pablo III. expidié una bula instituyen-
do el obispado de Puebla, del cual fué primer
obispo Fray Martin Sarmiento Hojacastra.  Cuando
Pio IX. dividi6é al pais en tres ramas eclesiasticas, Puebla
fué una de ellas, conslituyéndose en uno de los centros del
gobierno de la Iglesia. En el primer Congreso de 1824
quedé constituido el Estado de Puebla, adopténdose el afo
siguiente sus leyes organicas.

Durante la revolucién el Estado de Puebla desempeno
un papel de primera importancia, sufriendo mucho su capital
por las alternativas de la guerra que la hacian caer sucesi-
vamente en manos de realistas y republicanos. El pais
se habia levantado en masa duranie este periodo de
revolucioén, prolongandose la guerra de una manera irregu-
lar por espacio de siete anos, hasta que el 21 de Febrero
de 1821, el Coronel Don Agustin de Iturbide, desertande de
los ejércitos realistas, proclamé la causa de la mdepen-
dencia, jurandola por las “tres garantias,” simbolo de la
absoluta independencia de la nacion, el establecimiento de
la Iglesia Romana con exclusién de las demés, y la unién
é igualdad de mexicanos y esparioles. Para llevar 4 cabo
esto. atravesé Iturbide el pais 4 la cabeza de un fuer.c
ejército, sitiando y tomando muchas poblaciones, hasta
apoderarse el 2 de Agosto de 1821 de la ciudad de Puebla.
El 19 de Mayo del afio siguiente fué proclamado Iturbide
emperador de México con el nombre de Agustin I. Los
tres colores de la bandera mexicana simbolizan la obra de
Iturbide, denotando, ‘el verde, la union de mexicanos y
espafioles, el blanco, la pureza religiosa, y el rojo, la
independencia del pais.

En Enero de 1832, se pronunci6 la guarnicién de Vera-
cruz pidiendo la dimisién de los ministros que formaban el
gabmete, colocandose Santa Anna a la cabeza del movi-
miento destinado 4 derribarlos, no sin haberse ofrecido
antes como mediador para obtener el resultado apetecido
sin turbar la paz.  Posteriormente, Santa Anna, desde
Veracruz, manifesté sus pretenciones al gobierno del
Presidente Bustamente, mas como se le respondiera
desfavorablemente, enarbolé de nuevo el estandarte
de la revolucién, logrando varios triunfos, despues
de los cuales marché sobre Puebla, derroté 4 las tropas del
gobierno y se apoderd de la ciudad. En 1845, habiendo
cido Santa Anna declarado rebelde por el Congreso de la
Unién, se dirigi6 mmediatamente sobre Puebla con la
esperanza de tomarla otra vez. Abrié su ataque 4 principios
de Enero, pero después de apoderarse de varias posiciones
ventajosas abandoné su mtento, retirandose con sus tropas.

En la época de la invasion norte-americana volvié Puebla
4 desempenar un papel prommente viéndose entregada de
suevo 4 las calamidades de la guerra. Esta lucha, con-
siderada siempre como una de las mds injustas agresiones
de un pueblo fuerte 4 una nacion débil, duré unos tres afios,
hallandose el ejército americano bajo las érdenes del General
Winfield Scott, quien desembarcé en Veracruz con sus
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The mysterious disappearance of the early records of
the city has never been accounted for, and the public
censure which was read from the pulpit of the cathedral,
by order of the Bishop in the year 1617, did in no way help
to solve the mysterious manner in which the records had
Leen either stolen or lost. During the whole of the Vice-
regal period, the history of Puebla was of a religious charac-
ter, and beyond the building of churches and the establishing
of charitable ins’itutions, there is nothing of importance to
record.

It was in 1550 that Pope Paul I11. issued a bull creating
a bishopric for the city, and Martin Sarmien o Hojacastra
was elected the frst Bishop. When Pope Puis IX. divided
Mexico into three ecclesiastical divisions, Puebla was named
as one of the divisions to deal with the ecclesiastical govern-
ment of the country. During the first congress of 1824,
Puchla was constituted a State, and on che 7th day of
December in the following year, her organic laws were
adopted.

The history of the State of Puebla during the epoch
of the revolution was especially important, and its capital
city was the scene of much rapine and suffering, owing to
the manner in which it was alternately possession of
the Royalists or Republicans. During the revolutionary
period the whole country was aroused, and for several years
a desultory war was carried on, until February 21st, 1821,
at which time Colonel Agustin Iturbide threw off his
allegiance from the Royalist forces to promulgate the cause
of independence. He declared for “the three guarantees”
which constituted the absolute Independence of all Mexico,
the establishing of the Roman church to the exclusion of
others, and the union and equality of Mexicans and
Spaniards. In order to accomplish this end, Colonel Iturbide
set out with strong forces, leading his men through the
country, besieging and capturing many towns and cities,
and on the 2nd day of August, 1821, he successfully took
possession of the City of Puebla. On the 1gth of May,
in the following year, Iturbide was declared Emperor,
under the title of Agustin I.  The three colours of the
National flag ‘are symbolic of the achievement of Colonel
Iturbide, viz. green, the union of the Mexicans and
Spaniards: white, religious purity; and red, the mdepen-
dence of the nation.

In January, 1832, the garrison at Veracruz issued a
proclamation demanding the dismissal of the Republic
ministers, which gave Santa Anna an opportunity to place
himself at the head of a movement to effect their removal,
but previous to taking this action, he offered his SEervices as
mediator, to Ering about the wished for result of the garrison
without any disturbance ot the peace. Ultimately, Santa
Anna addressed himself from Veracruz to the government
of President Bustamante, but the reply bemng of an un-
favourable character, Santa Anna again raised the standard
of revolt, and after several successful battles he marched
on to Puebla, defeated the troops of the government, and
took possession of the City. In 1845, Congress proclaimed
Santa Anna a rebel, after which he immediately set out
for Puebla, hoping to take possession of the city. In the
early part of January of that year he opened his attack,
but after gaining several advantageous positions he gave
up his attempt, withdrew his forces and left the district.

American hostility again brought Puebla into promi-
nence, and the city was again called upon to join in the
strifes and turmoils of war. This conflict extended over a
period of three years, and it has always been considered
one of the most unjust wars that was ever waged by a
stronger nation against a weaker. During this campaign,
the American army was under the command of General
Winfield Scott, who, after a five days’ bombardment of
Veracruz, was successful in landing his troops on the gth
day of March, 1847. The expedition at once commenced
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tropas el 9 de Marzo de 1847, después de un bombardeo
de cinco dias. El ejército invasor se dirigi6 sobre la
Capital Nacional derrotando 4 las fuerzas de Santa Anna en
Cerro Gordo el dia 18 de Abril, victoria que permiti6 4 Scott
continuar su marcha sin mas resistencia, apoderandose de
Puebla el 24 de Mayo de 1847.

Hacia 1856 1os dos partidos contrarios del pais, el par-
tido clerical y el militar, haciendo estallar sus mutuos resenti-
mientos, dieron origen 4 otra revolucién, en el curso de la
cual las fuerzas revolucionarias atacaron la ciudad de Puebla,
apoderandose de ella el 16 de Julio de ese mismo ano. La
rebelién de la Iglesia se generalizé al mismo tiempo, y siendo
Puebla su foco, el gobierno se vi6 obligado 4 enviar sobre ella
un unevo contingente de tropas que le pusieron sitio, hacién
dola capitular el dia dos de Diciembre.

Habiéndose visto obligado el gobierno mexicano en
1861, 4 suspender el pago de ciertas deudas, tal hecho sirvid
de pretexto 4 algunas portencias europeas para efeciuar
una intervencion armada en el pais, entrando en ¢l por
Veracruz las fuerzas aliadas de Inglaterra, krancia y
Espafia. Las tropas inglesas no se internaron en el pais,
pero si las espafolas que tomaron posesion en Orizaba y las
trancesas que marcharon sobre lehuacan. Judrez visité
la ciudad en Febrero de 1863 para inspeccionar el ejército
v el mes siguiente Ortega la sujeté 4 la ley marcial. El
tratado extrangero que se venia estudiando desde PLINCIPIOosS
de el 4o anterior fué concluido hacia esta época, resultando
como consecuencia la retirada de las fuerzas inglesas y
espafioles.  Los franceses persistieron en el empefo
avanzando sobre la Capital después de recibir refuerzos en
Veracruz, pero su unpetuoso avance fué refrenado en
Puebla por las tropas nacionales que ocupaban una posicion
al noreste de la ciudad. La comarca que la rodea tiene
una topografia irregular formada por colinas y montands,
pero, milicarmente, la colina de Guadalupe posee una
posicién en extremo importante y ahi fué en donde se libro
una de las batallas mias gloriosas para la ciudad, pues aun
cuando no estaba fortificada la loma, las tropas del General
Zaragoza, No superiores & 2,000 hombres, se matuvieron
firmes como los arboles en los flancos de las montanas,
resistiendo bravamente la acometida de mas de 6,000
soldados franceses. La espléndida tactica del General
Zaragoza y la heroica conducta de sus oficiales y soldados
en esta accion, el 5 de Mayo de 1862, dieron por resultado
la derrota del ememigo que fué rechazado con graves
pérdidas. Este triunto cambi6 la faz de los asuntos de
la nacién, produciendo un efecto moral inmenso en los
mexicanos y animandolos a redoblar sus esfuerzos para
arrojar del pafs las huestes invasoras. Asi fué como se
form6 uno de los dias nacionales de México y el aniversario
mas glorioso que conmemora la Ciudad de Puebla: “El
Cinco de Mayo.”

El nombre de Zaragoza permaneceré eternamente en
el corazén del pueblo y como premio del inapreciable
servicio prestado en esa eccién al Estado y para mayor
honra del héroe de la jornada, su capital ha sido apelhidada,
en lugar de “Puebla de los Angeles” “Puebla de Zaragoza.”
En este combate el General Diaz dirigi6é una divisién 1mpor-
tante 4 cuyo cargo se habia encomendado la defensa del
camino de Amozoc, uno de los puntos vitales mas expuestos.
Repetidas veces, 4 la hora de la lucha, el enemigo concen-
tré sus ataques en esa direccion, pero el punto fué tan
firmemente sostenido por el General Diaz, que cubria la
retirada de Zaragaza, que los franceses fueron completa-
mente rechazados, contribuyendo no poco este episodio de la
batalla 4 la consumacién de la victoria. Asi lo declaro el
General Zaragoza en sus despachos 4 la Secretaria de la
Guerra.

its march on the National Capital, and at the battle of
Cerro Gordo, on the 8th of April, he defeated the forces
of General Santa Anna. This victory enabled General Scott
to advance without further opposition and on May 24th,
1847, he took possession of the City of Puebla.

In 1856, the two hostile elements—clergy and
army——were now endeavourmg to avenge their sup-
posed grievance, and in their attempt to settle their
disputes another revolution was created, which resulted
in the revolutionary forces attacking Puebla and taking
possession of the city on the 16th day of July.
During this year, the rebellion of the church became
pronounced, and Puebla bemg recognised as the cradle of
the revolt, the government found it necessary to forward
more troops to this city, when it again became the scene of
battle. The troops laid siege to the city, and on the 2nd
day of December the city capitulated.

In 1861, the government of Mexico found it necessary
to suspend payment of interest on certam bonds, which
gave the European powers an excuse for armed intervention,
resulting in the allied forces of England, France and Spain
entering the country by way Of Veracruz. The English
made no advance of troops mnto the nterior; Spain however,
took up a position at Urizaba, whilst France marched her
forces on to lehuacan. In February of 1003, Juarez
visited Puebla in order to inspect his troops, and i the
following month, Urtega put the city under martial law.
The foreign treaty entered into in the early part of the
previous year was at this tume completed, which resulted 1n
the Enghsh and Spanish forces leaving the country. Lhe
FFrench, however, remained, and after reinforcements had
arnived at Veracruz, the French army commenced its march
upon the capital, and on their way they engaged with the
forces at Puebla, but their impetuous advance was checked
on the north-east side of the aty.

The district surrounding the country presents an almost
unbroken view of hills and mountains, but no hill occupied
so important a position as that of Guadalupe, for
here was the battle ground of onme of Puebla’s greatest
victories, and although the hill was fortified, still the troops
which General Zaragoza had under his command numbered
not more than 2,000, but these stood their ground as the
trees stand on the mountain side, and with brave hearts
they met their French foe, which numbered over 6,000
troops. The magnificent generalship of General Zaragoza,
and the heroic manner in which his officers and men worked
in this engagement, was the means of repulsing the French
army, and on May 5th, 1862, they were successful in
holding the city, and inflicting upon the enemy a heavy loss.

This victory marked the turning point in the affairs of the
nation. and the moral effect it had in inspiring the Mexicans
to renewed efforts to expel the French invaders, was of the
greatest importance. The result of this battle created for
Mexico one of its National holidays, and gave Puebla its
proudest anniversary viz., “Cinco de Mayo.”

In recognition of the invaluable services rendered to
the state by so important an achievement as this victory,
the name of Zaragoza will ever be cherished in the hearts
of the people, and in honour of the hero of this battle, the
Capital of the State was changed from “Puebla de los
Angeles” to that of “Puebla de Zaragoza.” During this
engagement General Diaz had the honour to command an
important division, defending the road leading to Amozoc,
which was one of the most exposed and vital points.
During the campaign the enemy repeatedly concentrated
their forces in this direction, but so successfully was this
point defended, and so ably did General Diaz cover the
retreat of General Zaracoza, that he completely checked
the invaders, and thus aided 1n no small degree the victory
of 1862. In fact the work accomplished by him mn this
engagement, was of such importance as to warrant General
Zaragoza recording the same in his despatches to the
Secretary of War.
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