EVACUANTS.

cathartic acid. It has been shown that « cathartate of anunonia pos-
sesses, in a coneentrated form, the purgative activity of the original

drug.” Two bitter principles have been obtained from senna—senna-
erol and sennapicrin. It contains also a peculiar sugar—eathiario-

mannite. .

Acrions AND Uses.—The taste of senna is nauseous and bitter. In
infusion—the form in which it is most usually preseribed—it is most
disagreeable in odor as well as taste. It produces a sense of warmth
in the stomach, and causes much flatulence and griping, which may,
howelver, be prevented by combination with aromatics. Its active
pri_naplcs are absorbed, and the milk of the mother taking senna ac-
quires a 1}31‘!1‘gative property. It is a very efficient cathartic, producing
copious liquid stools in ahout four hours. It does not cause inflamma-
tmn_ or hypercatharsis, and its purgative action is not followed by in-
testinal torpor and constipation, It were, therefore, a very safe and
serviceable cathartie, if it were not so disagreeable, !

: The confection of senna is a palatable P-l‘(,’llill'ﬂti(')ﬂ_, and a mild laxa-
tive, operating without any disturbance. It is used chiefly to correct
the constipation of pregnancy, but it is highly prized by some patients
as a remedy for habitual constipation. Tt is also taken to procure soft
and easy evacuations in fiemorrhoids, fissures of the anus, ete. A
large bolus (one hundred and twenty grains), taken at bedtime, will
f'aper:‘mte gently on the following morning. The fluid extract of ;enna,
Is a t.orm for the administration of this drug more agreeable than the
infusion. These two preparations are very excellent cathartics to over-
come constipation, especially when ordinary purgatives fail.

J{hf.e action of senna is much improved by combination with other
pm:g;itn.'es, and with aromatics. The well-known “black draught ” is
an intusion of senna with sulphate of magnesia—one ounce of the latter
dissolved in four ounces of the former. By the addition of coffee, the
odor and flavor of senna may -be rendered more tolerable. ‘Two
drachms of senna and one drachm of coffee may be infused in three
;)\1‘125‘: ](;:ulllsof hot milk and boiling water, and the whole drunk after

Rheum.—Rhubarbh. The root of Rheum officinale Baillon, and of
other undetermined species of Rheum (Nat. Ord. ,[’u/?/r,rmmww-j. Rhu-
barbe, Fr, ; Rhabarber, Ger. = | :

];_’.rfrc{c-tmn Rhei—Extract of thubarb, Dose, grs. x—ors, xv.

LEriractum Rhei Lluidum.—Fluid extract of rthubarb. tﬁl')e)sc‘ 3
— 31 it s

Lilule R/(c;i.——Rhubal'l‘)-l)ills. Each pill contains three orains of
rhubarb and one grain of soap. o

..Pz'[u(ac Rhei .f_.f‘f_my)osie‘ce.—~Compound pills of rhubarb. (Rhubarb
purified aloes, myrrh.) Dose, 2—4 pills. i
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Syrupus Rhei.—Sirup of rhubarb. (Fluid extract, 31iij; simple
sirup, 3 xxix.) Dose, 3ss—3ij.
Tinctura Rhei Aromaticus.—Aromatic tincture of rhubarb. (Rhu-
barb, cloves, cinnamon, nutmeg.) Dose, 3 ss— 3 ij.
Tinctura Rhei.—Tincture of rhubarb. Dose, 3 j— 3 ss.
Tinctura Rhei Duleis.—Sweet tincture of rhubarb. Dose, % ss—
Zij.
Vinwm Rhet.—Wine of rhubarb. (Rhubarb, calamus, stronger
white wine.) Dose, 3j— % ss.
Pulvis Rher Compositus—Compound powder of rhubarb. Dose,
a teaspoonful.
Compositron.—Rhubarb containg a number of substances which
have been isolated, but its composition has not yet been accurately
determined. It contains two acids, r/ico-tannic and rhewmic, a resin-
ous body, phworetin, and chrysophan, or chrysophaniec acid.
Puysiorocican Acrrons.—In small doses, thubarb is a tonic astrin-
gent. It promotes the appetite and the digestive power, and, by virtue
of its tannin, is astringent and diminishes peristalsis. As it contains
also a purgative principle, in suflicient doses cathartic effects follow its
administration. The stools are stained by the coloring-matters of the
rhubarb, are of a yellowish-brown color, and are rather soft without
being watery. After the purgative action has ended, the astringent
constituents assert their power and constipation results. As the stools
present an appearance to which the term “bilious™ was applied, it
was formerly supposed that rhubarb had the power to increase the
flow of bile ; more recently it has been universally coneceded that the
coloring-matter of rhubarb produces the peculiar tint referred to. The
latest investigations of Rutherford and Vignal have, apparently, very
conelusively shown that rhubarb really possesses the property anciently
ascribed to it, and that it must be placed among the cholagogue medi-
cines. As it is now known to increase the flow of bile, it may be as-
sumed that the intestinal secretions in general are promoted by it.
These effects; which indeed are produced by all the purgatives contain-
ing a resin, are probably due to phzoretin—the rhubarb resin.
The coloring-matters of rhubarb stain the perspiration, milk, and
urine, and the milk acquires a bitter taste and purgative properties.

Torrapy.—The infusion of rhubarb is frequently employed as a
vehicle for the administration of alkalies and mineral acids in sto-
machic disorders, In small doses, the tincture is an excellent sto-
muchic tonic in dyspepsia with deficient biliary and intestinal secre-
tions. It is adapted to those of a relaxed habit, and is inadmissible
when a hyperzmia of the mucous membrane exists.

Rhubarb is a remedy of the greatest utility in the duodendad catarrh,
and in the catarrh of the biliary ducts with jaundice, as these maladies
oceur in children. The passing of whitish, pasty, or elay-colored staols,
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while the skin presents an earthy or jaundiced hue, is the indication for
the use of rhubarb. It is true that the stools will be quickly stained,
s0 as to present the bilious character, without any improvement having
necessarily taken place in the local malady ; but it is also true that
rhubarb is curative in the conditions above described. Tn the summer
diarrheea of children, no remedy is more generally preseribed. The
aromatic sirup of rhubarb is a pleasant form in which to administer it,
In this disorder, especially if the motions are sour, alkalies should be
prescribed with the rhubarh. Magnesia, chalk, or sodium arbonate,
may be given with the powder of rhubarb, the fluid extract, or the
sirup. The following is an excellent formula in these cases : B Infus.
rhei, % iij ; potassii bicarb., 3j ; tinet. cinnamomi, 3 ij ; syrp. simplicis,
3vj. M. Sig.: A teaspoonful every hour or two in cholera infan-
tum. Diarrheea in children or adults, due to the presence of undi-
gested food, or retained irritating secretions, may not unfrequently be
cured by a purgative dose of some rhubarb preparation. After the
purgative effect is expended, the howels are confined by the astringent.
In acute dysentery the saline purgatives are much more appropriate
than rhubarb.

In habitual constipation good effects may be obtained by chewing
some rhubarb-root. The astringent after-effect is, however, a decided
objection to the frequent use of this remedy for this purpose. In the

rhubarb-pill the astringency is counteracted by soap. The compound
rhubarb-pill, which contains aloes, is a mild and efficient cathartie.

Alos.—Aloes. The inspissated juice of theleaves of Alos Socotring
Lamarck (Nat, Ord. Liliaceer).

Aloe Purificata.—Purified aloes, In brittle pieces of a dull-brown
or reddish-brown color, and having the peculiar aromatic odor of Soco-
trine aloes. It is almost entirely soluble in aleohol. (U, 8. P.) Dose,
gr. j—grs. v. :

ctractum Aloés Aguosum.—Watery extract of aloes. Dose, gr.
8S—QT. V. ¢

Pilulee Aloés—Pills of aloes. Each pill contains two graing of
aloes and two grains of soap. Doge, 1—5 pills.

Lilulee Aloés et Asafetide.—Pills of aloes and asafeetide. (Aloes,
asafeetidee, and soap, in equal parts.) Dose, 2—35 pills.

Litulee Alozs et Mastiches—Pills of aloes and mastic. Lady Web-
ster’s pills. (Aloes, mastic, and red rose.) Dose, 1—2 pills.

Pitulee. Aloés et Myrrhw.—Pills of aloes and myrrh., (Aromatic
powder, myrrh, aloes.) Dose, grs. V—grs. Xv.

Tinctura Aloés.—Tincture of aloes. Dose, Zss—% il

Tinctura Aloes et Myrrhe.—Tincture of aloes and myrrh.  Dose,
3 88— 3 ij.

Vinum Aloés.—Wine of aloes. Dose, 3j— % gs.
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Lulvis Aloés et Canellee—Powder of aloes and canella (hiera
picra). Dose, grs. v—3j. (Not official.)

Comrosirion.—The odor of aloes is due to a peculiar wolatile oil.
It contains also a resin, and a prineiple, aloine. The composition of
aloine is not precisely the same in the different varicties of aloes. The
Barbadoes aloes furnishes bardaloine, the Natal aloes, nataloine, and
the Socotrine aloes, soaloine. These varieties, it is supposed, consti-
tute an homologous series.

Acrrons axp Uses.—Aloes has a bitter and very disagreeable taste,
leaving a rather acrid after-sensation in the fauces. It is a stomachic
tonie, \;m(l, like bitters in general, it promotes the appetite and diges-
tion. Accordingly, it is much preseribed as a stomachie tonic in cases
of indigestion with torpor of the large intestine. Irritable or inflam-
matory states of the stomach mucous membrane contraindicate its
employment.

The recent investigations of Rutherford and Vignal have shown
that aloes has the power to stimulate the hepatic functions, and to
promote the flow of bile. This result is confirmatory of clinical expe-
rience. In large doses (twenty grains or more) aloes undoubtedly in-
creases the intestinal secretions generally ; but, in the ordinary medici-
nal laxative dose, the stools are not liquid, and are but little altered
in character. The principal effect of aloes is expended on the large
intestine, the peristaltic movement of which it increases. Some tor-
mina is experienced when the laxative effect begins, and tenesmus,
with heat and irritation of the rectum, is produced when an active
purgative dose has been taken. The blood-supply to the pelvic
organs is increased by aloes; the menstrual flow becomes more
abundant, and abortion, it is said, may be caused by its incautious
administration ; while in the male, erections take place more fre-
quently.

Ten or twelve hours elapse after it has been swallowed, before
cathartic effects are produced. The rate st which it moves to affect
the intestinal canal is influenced less by the size of the dose than by
the condition of the bowels.

The purgative prineiple of aloes diffuses into the blood. Applied
to an exposed surface, it is absorbed and purges, and the milk of moth-
ers taking it acquires a purgative action.

Simple Jaundice, of an atonic kind, may be cured by aloes. No
purgative is more efficient in constipation, dependent on weakness and
impaired contractility of the muscular layer of the large intestine.
Jaundice, or at least a bilious state, a coated tongue, foul breath, a
tumid abdomen, and an impacted colon, are conditions frequently
associated and are readily relieved by aloes. The constipation of
hypochondriasis and melancholia is best overcome by the use of this
agent, and, with the removal of the impacted fmces, there is not un-
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frequently an improvement in the mental state. Aloes is prescribed
in cerebral disorders, when purgatives are given with a view to a
derivative effect.

In amenorrheea which is dependent on anzmia, aloes is preseribed,
with other appropriate remedies, to determine an afflux of blood to the
uterine system. Menorrhagia, occurring in debilitated and relaxed
subjects, is sometimes relieved in the same way. Iron may be asso-
ciated with aloes in these cases. Congestion of the pelyie viscera is a
contraindication to the use of aloes, and the existence of hamorrhoids,
or of a tendency therefor, has heretofore been considered an equally
positive contraindication. Fordyce Barker has, however, shown that
aloes has a curative power in certain cases of femorrhoids, and nota-
bly those which occur after delivery. The local condition, under these
circumstances, is not one of active hyperaemia, but really consists in a
sluggish state of the circulation in the inferior hsemorrhoidal veins.

It can hardly be doubted that aloes would increase the trouble if pre-

scribed for cases in which there was active congestion of the pelvie
viscera. Barker also advocates the use of aloes in non-puerperal
hamorrhoids, but the local condition must be suitable for the use of
this remedy or the disease will be aggravated. The following are for-
mule proposed by Barker: B Pulv. aloss Soc., sapo. Cast., 3d Dj ;
ext. hyoscyami, 3 ss; pulv. ipecacuanhe, grs. v. M. Tt pl] no. xx,
Sig.: One pill morning and evening. When the hemorrhoids are
associated with an irritable rectum, and with frequent, small, teasing,
thin evacuations, Barker substitutes for the hyoscyamus a small quan-
tity of opium, giving also a less quantity of the aloes, as in the fol-
lowing formula : B Ferri sulph., ®j; puly. aloés Soc., ext. opil aq.,
sapo. Cast,, 44 grs, x. M. Ft pil no. xx. Sig.: One pill morning
and evening. Oppolzer also used aloes as a remedy for hamorrhoids,
prescribing, when there was constipation, aloes and quinine, and, when
the bowels were not confined,.aloes and sulphate of iron,

The action of aloes, as well as of other resin-be earing purgatives, in
the condition of anzmia, is promoted by the con]umed use of the bit-
ters, quinine, iron, and tonics generally. Two grains of aloes, taken at
bedtime, will cause a satisfactory evacuation on the following day.
Combination with soap, as in the offici al 1)11 aloés, and pil. alous et
asafetide, diminishes the drastic, while it inereases the efficiency of
the purgative, action. It is generally better to give aloes by itself,
without combination with other cathartics ; but its purgative effects
may be greatly enhanced by administering a saline laxative six or eight
hours after the aloes has been taken.

A gonorrheca may, it is said, be cured by the internal use, three
times a day, of a pill containing two or three grains of aloes. Catarrh
of' the uterus has been treated successfully by aloes rectal enemata.
The tincture of aloes, diluted to one half or even more, by water, is a
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very effective injection in gonorrheea after the acute symptoms have

subsided.

Jalapa.—Jalap. The tuber of Erogonium purga Bentham (Nat.
Ord. Convolvulaceee). LRacine de jalap, Fr. ; Jalape, Ger.

Abstractum Jalape.—Abstract of jalap. Dose, gr. j—gr. v.

Resina Jalape.—Resin of jalap. Dose, grs. ij—grs. v.

Pulvis Jalape Compositus.—C ompound powder of J.ﬂap (Jalap,
one part ; b]tdlt of poms .1, two parts.) Dose, gr. x— 2 j.

ConrositioN.—Jalap contains a resin, to w hich its purgative prop-
erty is due. 'The resin consists of two varieties, one soluble, the other
insoluble, in ether. The latter has been named convolvulin, or jalap-
, and is the more active purgative of the two. Various secondary
products of considerable interest are obtained from the resin, but these
possess no special importance from the therapeutical point of view.

Puysiorocicar Acrioxs,—As a cathartic jalap resembles, but it is
much more active than, senna. It is apt to produce nausea, and tor-
mina and tenesmus invariably accompany its purgative action. It
usually operates in from two to four hours, but the rate at which it
moves to affect the intestinal canal is not influenced by the amount
administered. The stools are soft at first, and afterward liquid. Jalap
does not produce hemorrhoids, nor does it cause a tendency to, or
increase an existing, menorrhagia. The secretions of the intestinal
canal are increased b\' it, and the recent researches of Rutherford and
Vignal have demonstrated that jalapin (convolvulin) excites the flow
of bile.

The action of jalap appears to be local. It is true that experiments
in support of a contrary opinion have been made ; but, in the conclu-
sive test of the intra-venous injection of convolvulin, no purgative
action has followed (Husemann).

Tarrary.—The resin of jalap being the active constituent, it should
generally be preferred. It has the merit of being almost tasteless, and
hence may be given readily to children.

Jalap is an efficient cathartic in the beginning of fevers, inflamma-
tions, and acute diseases requiring the use of such therapeutic means.
Formerly calomel and jalap were much preseribed, but this combina-
tion has deservedly fallen into discredit. Occasionally the resin and
calomel, in less ponderous doses than formerly given, may be used with
advantage as a cathartic: B Resin=z ‘}al.tpm, by dmlg. chlor. mit., ext.
hyoscyami, 4a gr. j. M. Tt pil. no. j. Sig. : Take at bedtime.

As jalap in sufficient quantity causes free watery evacuations, it is
a suitable purgative in anasarca and @scites. The most generally ap-
proved hydragogue purgative, under these circumstances, is the com-
pound jalap-powder. The efficiency of this may be increased by the
addition of podophyllum. A teaspoonful of the compound powder,
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taken in the early morning, will usually produce several very copious,
watery stools. Imcreased wurinary discharge also is a not unfrequent
result of its action.

Jalap has the power to cause the expulsion of fwmbrici. As a ver-
mifuge it is not at all equal to the other approved remedies, but it is
certainly useful as an adjunect. For example, santonin at night, and
the resin of jalap and calomel on the following morning, is an effective
method of expelling these parasites.

Jalap is; of course, contraindicated in inflammatory states of the
intestinal canal. In overdoses it causes hypercatharsis, and it may
excite violent gastro-enteritis and endanger life. 'With proper atten-
tion to the conditions in which it is admissible, and to the dosage, jalap
is entirely safe, and is a very certain and efficient cathartic. An ex-
cellent vehicle for the administration of the resin of jalap is the sirup
of rhubarb. B Resine jalapew, grs. ij—grs. v ; syr. rhei aromat., % ss.
M. This is especially suitable for children.

Seammonium.—Scammony. A resinous exudation from the root of
Convolvulus scammonia Linné (Nat. Ord. Comvolvulacem). (U. S. P.)
Seammonée, Fr. ; Seammonium, Ger.

Lesina Scammonii.—Resin of scammony. Dose, grs. V—gTs. X.

Composrriox.—The activity of scammony, as a cathartic, depends
entirely on the resin which it contains. As the crude scammony is
much adulterated, the resin is alone worthy of confidence.

Acrions AND Uses.—Scammony corresponds very closely to jalap
in the time it requires to cause cathartic action, in the character of the
stools produced, and in the kind of irritation which it excites. Scam-
mony is somewhat more drastic than jalap. As it has but little taste,
and is at the same time very active, the resin is much prescribed by
English practitioners as a cathartic for children. It may be give;l
rubbed up with milk, or with "sirup of rhubarb. It is adapted to the
same class of cases, and to the relief of the same conditions, as jalap.

Coloeynthis.—Colocynth. The fruit, deprived of its rind, of Citrul-
lus colocynthis Schrader (Nat, Ord. Cucurbitacea). (U. S. P.) Co-
loguinte, Br. ; Koloquinten, Ger.

Eirtractum Colocynthidis.—Extract of colocynth.

Eriractum Colocynthidis Compositum.—Compound extract of colo-
cynth, (Extracts of colocynth, scammony, and aloes ; cardamoms,
soap.) Dose, grs. v—grs. x,

Pitulee Cathartice Composite.—Compound cathartic pills. (Com-
pound extract of colocynth, abstract of jalap, calomel, gamboge.)
Dose, 1—3 pills. Each pill contains one grain of calomel.

Composition.—Colocynth contains a bitter prineiple (eolocynthin),
which is the purgative principle. Coloeynthitin is another substance
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contained in the alcoholic extract. It differs from colocynthin in being
soluble in ether, and not in water. As colocynthitin is a fasteless crys-
talline powder, it is probably devoid of purgative property. Colocyn-
thin is a very powerful cathartic.

Acrrons axp Usms.—Colocynth is a gastro-intestinal irritant. In
moderate doses it hastens the peristaltic movements, and increases the
intestinal secretions. Its cathartic operation is usually attended with
griping, and the stools are fluid. Violent gastro-enteritis may be pro-
duced by a large quantity, and numerous fatal cases have been reported
from its incautious or criminal administration.

The action of colocynth is not merely local. Applied to the skin
of the abdomen, it causes intestinal pain, and more frequent alvine dis-
charges.

Colocynth is never administered alone, but usually in combination
with other purgatives. The compound extract is a safe, effective, and
not unpleasant cathartie for the relief of constipation. B Ext. colo-
eynthidis comp., Dj ; ext. belladonnz, ext. physostigmatis, 4a grs. V.
M. Ft. pil. no. x. Sig.: One each night in habitual constipation.
The official compound ecathartic pill is a most serviceable combination.
Instead of calomel the resin of podophyllum may be used in the prepa-
ration of this pill, without impairing its utility.

In cerebral eongestion the preparations of colocynth are used as
dcr/imtive purgatives. Hypochondriasis and melancholia, when asso-
ciated with torpor of the large intestines and fecal accumulations, are
benefited by brisk purging with the colocynth preparations, but other
drastic purgatives are equally efficient.

Colocynth is inadmissible in inflammatory states of the intéstinal
canal, and is unsafe during the existence of pregnancy. There is a
popular notion, which .has led to its use in toxic doses, that colocynth
may cause abortion. Any quantity which will affect the gravid womb
must be sufficient to endanger life.

Podophyllum.—May-apple. The rhizoma and rootlets of FPodo-
phyllum peltatwm Linné (Nat. Ord. Berberidacex). (U. S. P.)

Resina Podophylli.—Resin of podophyllum. Dose, gr. }—gr. j.

Frtractum Podophylli.—Extract of podophyllum. Dose, grs. v
—gTs. X.

Abstractum Podophylli.—Abstract of podophyllum. Dose, gr. &
—gr. j.

Extractum Podophylli Fluidum.—Fluid extract of podophyllum.,
Dose, m j— 3 ss.

CoxrosirioN.—The medicinal qualities of podophyllum are due to
a resin, or to two resinous substances, one soluble in alcohol and ether,
and the other soluble in alcohol only. Both possess purgative proper-
ties. May-apple-root contains the alkaloid berberine, which, however,
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is not peculiar to podophyllum, being found in berberis, hydrastis, and
other plants.

Resina podophylli is the preparation entitled ¢ podophyllin ” by the
eclectic practitioners.

Acrions axp Uses.—The taste of podophyllum is bitter, with an
after-sense of acridity. It increases the intestinal secretions, and is
actively cathartic, producing copious and rather watery stools. Its
action is similar to, but considerably slower than, that of jalap. From
six to ten hours elapse after its administration before cathartic effects
are experienced. Taken by itself, it is apt to cause nausea and griping,
but in combination with other cathartics, or with belladonna or hyos-
cyamus, it operates pleasantly as well as efliciently. The Edinburgh
committee, Dr. Bennett, chairman, ascertained, as they supposed, that
the resin of podophyllum has no cholagogue action, but the more re-
cent as well as the more accurately conducted experiments of Ruther-
ford and Vignal have apparently demonstrated that it decidedly in-
creases the flow of bile, corresponding in this particular to the other
resinous catharties.

Podophyllum-resin is the most generally useful cathartic in cases
of constipation, in which the secretions of the glandular apparatus of
the intestinal canal, and of the liver, are deficient. Habitual constipa-
tion, due to torpor of the muscular layer of the bowel, may, it is said,
be removed by the nightly use of a small dose of the resin combined
with belladonna. B Resin® podophylli, grs. vj ; ext. belladonne, ext.
physostigmatis, 83 grs. iij. M. Ft. pil. no. xij. Sig. : One pill cach
night. 1t is especially in congestion of the portal eirculation, in catar-
rhal and malarial jaundice, and in ascites, that podophyllum-resin acts
most efficiently and serviceably. Hemorrfioids that bleed in conse-
quence of stasis in the portal circulation, and that are of recent forma-
tion, may sometimes be cured by a brisk podophyllum cathartie.

The clinical experience which had shown that the resin of podo-
phyllum possessed cholagogue powers, long before the experimental
inquiry was instituted to settle the question, led also to a wide gener-
alization in the therapeutical uses of this agent. Acting on the liver,
it was assumed that, in a manner similar to mercury, it must also pos-
sess similar ““alterative” powers. It came to be used as the “vege-
table calomel,” in the diseases in the treatment of which mercury was
supposed to be essential. It need hardly be asserted that these specu-
lations have no basis, and that podophyllum possesses no property in
common with mereury except its power to purge.

_ Leptandra.—Leptandra. The rhizoma and rootlets of ZLeptandra
Virginica Nuttall (Nat. Ord. Serophulariacee). (U. S. P.)
Bztractum Leptandre. — Extract of leptandra. Dose,
gr. X.

gr ij—
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Ftractum Leptandres Fluidum. — Fluid extract of leptandra.
Dose, m, vV—3 j.

Conrosirion.—A crystallizable principle has been obtained from
the root—Ieptandrin (?). It contains also a resin which, in the impure
form at present found in commerce, has a distinctly purgative quality
and is known as leptandrin. The dose of this preparation is gr. ij—
gr. V.

Acrions Axp Uses.—Leptandra is an active cathartic in the recent
state. In the form of the fluid extract, or of the so-called leptandrin,
it acts mildly, causing somewhat liquid and apparently bilious stools.
It is held to be cholagogue, and, according to the rules of analogy, this
claim may be well founded, for other cathartics containing resin, as
the expei’iments of Rutherford and Vignal have shown, possess the
power to increase the flow of bile.

It is applicable to cases of disease of the intestinal canal, attended
by constipation, in which the biliary and intestinal secretions are in-
sufficient. :

Iris.—Blue flag. The rhizoma and rootlets of Iris versicolor Linné
(Nat. Ord. Tridacee). (U.S. P.)

IBwtractwm Iridis—Extract of iris. Dose, gr. j—gr. V.

Batractum Iridis Fluidwm.—Fluid extract of iris. Dose, m v
4 8 ‘

Under the name éridin, there is to be found in the shops a “resl-
noid,” having more or less of the properties of the crude drug. The
dose of this preparation is from one to five grains.

Acrions AND Uszs.—Iris versicolor has a bitter, nauseous, and
rather acrid taste. It is apt to cause severe nausea. The fresh root
has actively purgative and diuretic qualities, but these are impaired
by age. The fluid extract and the “iridin” are laxative, and are sup-
posed to have cholagogne powers.

The oleo-resin is prescribed in Aepatic and intestinal disorders, and
in dropsy. There is much evidence tending to show that this remedy
is really serviceable when the stools are clay-colored, and the skin
jaundiced, in consequence of duodenal catarrh and obstruction of the
biliary ducts. It is said that malarial jaundice may be cured by this
drug, and that in bilious remittent Jfever and in chronic malarial poi-

=)

soning it exerts a favorable influence.

Euonymus,—Wahoo. The bark of Euwonymus atropurpureus Jac-
quin (Nat. Ord. Celastrace). (U.S. P.)

Eztractum Fuonymi.—Extract of enonymus. Dose, gr. j—gr. v.

The eclectic preparation (euonymin) consists of the resin and fixed
oil, and is prescribed in the dose of a half-grain to five grains.

CoxposiTioN.—An unerystallizable and intensely bitter principle
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has been isolated (ewonymin). Tt contains also a crystallizable, a yel-
low and a brown resin, fixed oil, ete.

Acrions ANp Uses.—Euonymus possesses cathartic properties simi-
lar to rhubarb, but is much milder, and is an excellent remedy in
hepatic and intestinal disorders requiring the use of such an agent.
The eclectic preparation (euonymin) is a convenient form in which
to procure the cathartic action of euonymus. Rutherford has shown
that it is a highly efficient cholagogue.

Baptisia.—Wild indigo. The root-bark of Baptisia tinctoria. (Not
official.) Preparations corresponding to those of iris and euonymus
can be obtained.

Lirtractum Baptisic.—Extract of baptisia. Dose, gr. j—gr. X.

LBaptisin, the resinoid, is much prescribed by eclectic practition-
ers. The dose is one to five grains.

Acrrons ANDp Uses.—The taste of baptisia is bitter and somewhat
acrid. It increases the secretions of the glandular appendages of the
gastro-intestinal mucous membrane. It possesses in large doses emeto-
cathartic property, and may indeed excite violent gastro-intestinal in-
flammation ; in small doses it is merely laxative. The resinoid daptisin,
so called, has been studied by Rutherford, who found it to possess ac-
tive cholagogue property. Given to dogs, it distinctly stimulates the
hepatic functions and increases the production of bile. It is probable
that it deserves to rank among the most efficient of the remedies of
this group. It is indicated, therefore, in all the cases in which hepatic
stimulants are desirable.

HYDRAGOGUE CATHARTICS.

Cambogia.—Gamboge. A gum-resin obtained from the Gareinia
Hanburii Hooker filius (Nat. Ord. Guttifere). (U. 8. P.) Gomme-
gutte, Fr. ; Gummigutt, Ger. Dose, gr. j—grs. v.

The only official preparation is the compound cathartic pill, of
which gamboge constitutes about a tenth part.

Com*osrrrox.—-Gambogc is a mixture of resin and gum, the latter
constituting from fifteen to twenty per cent.

Acrrons axp Usk —Gamboge has no taste at first, but, when
chewed, an acrid sensation is developed in the mouth. Tt is irritant to
the gastro-intestinal canal, increases secretion of the glands, excites
vomiting and intestinal pain, and purges violently, pl'miuning copious
watery stools. The experiments of Rutherford and Vignal show that
gamboge is not an hepatic stimulant, but does cause ﬁych'@ﬂ:ﬁhﬁl‘Sis_
Violent, gastro-enteritis is set up by large doses, yet but few fatal cases

have been reported. As vomiting soon follows the ingestion of a large

dose, this fact may explain the rarity of a fatal vesult due to its ad-
ministration,
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Gamboge is rarely prescribed alone as a cathartic, owing to the vio-
lence and harshness of its operation. Combination with olhelr cathar-
ties, as in the compound cathartic pill, groa:tly lmodiﬁgs its action. As
it is a powerful hydragogue cat-har‘t-ic, it 1s given with adlvz‘mtﬁge in
dropsy, when hydrocatharsis is indicated. ]F is best admunstel:ocl n
small doses, at short intervals, rubbed up with sugar or rpacle into a
pill with soap. Besides its purgative properties, gamboge is de?_rclodb'
diuretic. In order to obtain its diuretic effects it must be given in
small doses, at short intervals, and vomiting must be avoidcjd. Aﬁm{n-
istered in solution with an alkaline diuretic, its efficiency is much in-
creased. Gamboge has also been used as an anthelmintic, ‘m}t it has no
powers in this respect not possessed by other drastic purgatives.

Oleum Tiglii.—Croton-oil. A fixed oil expressed from the“ seeds
of Croton tigliwm Linné (Nat. Ord. Euphorbiacew). (U. S. P.)
Huile de Croton, Fr. ; Crotondl, Ger. Dose, gt. j—gtt. ij. :

ComrosiTion.—It contains glycerides of the fatty acid series—
stearic, palmitic, myristic, and lauric acids—and the more volatile acids,
acetic, butyric, and valerianic (Flickiger and Hanbury, Husemann).
Genther and Frohlic have discovered a peculiar volatile acid, to which
they have applied the name tiglinic acid. By the same ehemists‘ the
so-called crotonic acid is held to be an artificial product. Schlippe
has asserted the discovery of the vesicating principle of croton-oil, but
other chemists have failed to find this substance, to which he has as-
signed the name of crofonol. The purgative priuc.iple of the oil ap-
pears to exist in all parts of the Croton téglivim, but it has not yet been
isolated.

Actions Axp Uses.—Croton-oil is a transparent or semitransparent
viseid liquid, amber-colored, and having a rather rancid sme‘ll, and an
oily, aerid taste. Applied by friction to the skin, it excites inflamma-
tion, and causes an eruption which is at first papular, with rounded
summits, and afterward becoming pustular. The eruption is sometimes
umbilicated, but is generally rounded. An areola surrounds the pus-
tules, and there are considerable heat and burning in the part. ‘The
eruption appears in a few hours after the frictions have been 1)!‘&ClIC?fT>
reaches its maximum in about four days, and then declines by abortion
of the pustules and by scabbing. In many subjects permanent, small
white cicatrices mark the site of the eruption. All subjects are not
equally susceptible to the vesicating action of croton-oil. :

The mucous membrane is violently attacked by croton-eil. In the
fauces it causes an intensely acrid sensation, and increases the flow of
saliva. A sense of heat, pain, and nausea is produced when the oil
is received into the stomach, tormina soon follows, and in an hour or
two watery stools are passed with some burning and irritation about
the anus. The action of the oil continues during the succeeding twelve
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