702 TOPICAL REMEDIES.

smaf‘l abscesses or boils form, and the vessels of the parts very slowly
regain their tone. If kept too long in contact with wounds or uleer-
?ted surfaces, the granulations become pale and flabby, and the heal-
Ing process is retarded. Applied indiscreetly to inflamed joints, they
may promote suppuration, and thus permanently injure these struc-
tures. If kept long in contact with a large extent of surface, they
wi]lvlower the general tone and vigor of the system, depress the sys-
temic circulation, exhaust the irritability of the vaso-motor merves
and thus sel-'iously embarrass the reparative process, if not wholl):
prevent repair.
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