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SECTION I.
CONCEPTION OCOURS ONLY DURING MENSTRUAL LIFE.

T is so selfevident, that it might be passed without
farther notice: I do not know that coneeption has ever
oceurred previously to the appesrance of the mepstrual
flow. Cases are recorded where it happened at a very
tender age ; but it was always preceded by the appear-
ance of the fnnetion that we are tanght to look upon as
evidenee of the fitness for conception. As an example,
I may cite the following, which iz perfectly anthentie.

be. Curtis, of Boston, exawined info the particulars
of a case of early pregnancy that peenrred in the poor
house of that city, and reported © that the girl Elizabeth
Drayton became pregnant twenty-four days hefore she

was ten years old, and was delivered of a fine, full-grown

male child, weighing fully eight pounds, when she was
ten years eight months and seven daysold. The reputed
father of the ehild is said to be about fifteen years of
age. The mother menstroated onee or twice before
coneeption, was tolerably healthy during gestation, and
hail rather a lingering but quite natural labour.” #

Conception has occorred at an advanced period, and
even after a supposed change of life.

An instance of this sort fell nnder my ohservation
sn the state of Alabama, in 1840, where an old negro
woman (said to he 58 or G0) became a mother, alter

# Ifedical Times and GPozefte, April, 1863, from the Lissfon Afedical
Jouwrnal Febmsry L0th, 1863,
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having ceased to have children for more than twenty
Years.

I regret exceedingly that T did not investizate this
case more minutely, but in my younger days I did not
feel much interest in the subject. But I now know of
two well-authenticated cases of parturition at the ace
of fifty-two.

Many women  conceive without menstroating, but
it is always doring menstrnal life.  Most accouchenrs
have doubtless met with such cases.

I know a lady some 86 or 38 years old, who is the
mother of six children, three of whom were horn (at
single births) without the least sign of intermediate
menstruation, She menstrnated soon after marriage,
immediately eonceived, was safely delivered at term,
and while nursing found herself pregnant again; she
then weaned her child, went the full term with the
second, was fortunately delivered ; and while suckling
i, became pregmant a third time. She thus bid fair
to have a large family very rapidly, but unfortunately,
after her third confinement, she got some uterine
disease that arrested her child-bearing for several
years,

Dr. Emmet and myself saw a casze still more remark.
able than this in 1859. One of the patronesses of the
Woman's Hospital requested me to visit a poor woman,
a protégée of hers, who was supposed to have ovarian
dropsy, which had inereased so rapidly that she appre-
hended an ear]y fatal result. On visiting the patient,

she told me that the tamonr began to grow not very
long after the birth of her last and eighth child, which
was now some twelve or thirteen months old. She was
still suckling it, and it seemed to be drawing her very
life out of her. She was in bed, greatly prostrated from
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want of proper and sufficient nourishment, mijd from
the exhaustion of super-lactation, all of which had
been supposed to belong to the rapid growth of the
tumour. Laying my hands on the abdomen for pal-
pation, T instantly detected feetal movement. I asked
her if she suspected pregnancy ; she said no, mor had
she felt any quickening, although the movements of the
child were by no means feeble. The touch ahmr:ﬁd the
mouth of the womb dilated fully two inches, with the
Liead presenting. Labour set in the next day, ﬂ’.“d she
was happily delivered by Dr. Emmet of a fine vigorous
ohild, This was her ninth labour in fourteen or nfteen
vears ; and she told Dr. Emmet, that during the ‘:Ti'!iﬂl{i
of her married life she had menstroated bus three times ;
thus, notwithstanding the accepted views of the profes-
sion in regard to the relation of menstruation to concep-
tion, we find anomalies, which, however, are so rare that
they do not invalidate the rule. |

It iz a little curions that a woman should have had
eight pregnancies, and have gone the foll term of the
ninth. without the least consciousness of a movement of
the fetus,

But there was evidently no malingering, for she was
immediately raised from the deepest despair to the
oreatest joy, when her tumour was pronounced to be
a living child to be bornin a few hours. I have seen
several cases of pregnancy where the mothers were
totally unconscions of any movement on the part of the
child, T allude to this as a subject of interest to the
profession at large; for an error in diagnosis, 1.1'1101‘-]14;11
in failing to detect pregmancy when 1t exists, or in
asserting it where it does not exist, always mjures us as
a body, and sometimes inflicts injury on the subjects of
our mistakes,
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A lady, mariied a} -
ady, marvied about tw enty-three years, and chilid-

-jﬂ_' w3 ]. o 1 a
soad, DEcame 1rrecnlar at fortvathee 10
: tegiiar av forty-three.  Her physicians

saud it Was ineipient change of life, which was doubtless
troe. After a fow months of irregularity, the I]]-[‘I!H.l.ﬁ;-l
ceased E.]JI-i!'ﬂl‘E'. With this chanee I.[:l:ltl"." Ln?{}meru majl'.iuil-
pate evil in some form or other Thin poor *s?:f;"[*l'f“
expected eancer, but instesd of that i :
detected a ptrh‘iu tamonr,. She was

s SR
e {inio e cadi Huips bl |lL'111 'II.1‘|1'EI 10L{Ine
the iliag regions: hut i:: S i Ll_'1]'|.1.xh']_1_.' Vs
i gions ; nspite of the most active means
the tumonr continued to erow,

hopeless, and

; 2
her ph}'::;[-. ans

: Her eaze was eonsidered
1t was thought advisable for her to return
to the place of her 11:Jiixi1'-}' to die amonest hor j'|-'u.-1':.'[~.-
(}_n. her arrival in New York she I'Iu['jﬁi'f.l]..;r" rp;];w;.l 1‘
self to her fate, and made all o o b

h e L arrangements for hep
approaching diss 100 fter waitin h 1
Pi g oclation,  Afte ﬁ‘i-ﬂH.n%‘ & IMmonth n

valll, some ulr" Ler friends persuaded her to have other
Tmllml 11:.]1';:'.&{;}_ and I saw her. There was not the
t'ii!iLZf|I1'ijr3t difficulty in detecting feetal movement fmi
feetal pulsation, and when I told her th i
she would need 13:|!I}'-1‘.‘1(’11.1“.t':.-:‘ instead of
cradle instead of g eoftin, she eoul
J}El]-[ll'_:r- t.|1r;! whole of her preguancy
of any motion. :

at i two weeks
i shroud, and a
d not believe it
she was not consoions

Here the mistake was fm.ughi not only witl

1 damagre
¥ 1 . - - e
to the profession, but with )

oy : loss to the hushand, for
E.‘]_Ilr:'\';_a_l.__!ﬁ{-._l_ | E_'I'[lq'-ET..E'I..'!.',I]E 11':‘;-55]]1_355? h,:} Was ':"]T'EP"]_J_”I.I_ tL_.l
gell 1t off at a saerifice. ang :
i:l_]. E 'E.H:- '-ir:l s | ..-1":_.].].-_|.L.E? 11”I,I_ tl] ”TE'!.['LP_.- ] J.I..lr_l"'_{ !':“”t']-l'r"f il:j
ew York, when he should have remained at home, I
have seen many similar mistakes, and that too since the
185¥3 - " Lo S e e ._ ‘I s
L}!Lj}- fllf D Kennedy's beantitul work on Uhstetiie
'} T L] o 4 - : - i =
Ausenltation. We may be in donbt about ANV caseubh

= i v o -
Observations on  Obstetrie Auscultation ; With Anslyais of the
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to the ffth month of pregnaney, but never after that;
gor then the beating of the feetal heart will infallibly
enide our judgment. Dr. Routh” of the Samaritan
Hospital, has detected pregvancy as early as from .t]m
sixth to the thirteenth week by means of his vagino-
seope, which, coming directly in contact with the cervix
ateri, gives an earlier indication of the placental souflle
than we could get by the stethoseope.

Mistakes sometimes occur in the hands of the best
men in the profession, and then it is the reanlt wholly of
carelessness, For example, a lady, thirty-five years old,
the mother of several children, had a small fibroid
tumour on one side of th® womb. Her physician, a most
accomplished diagnostician, watehed the progress of this
tumonr, which seemed to be stationary for a long fime.
I should remark that from the time the tumour was
observed, the patient censed to have children. And so
things went on for five or six years, when the abdomen
began to enlarge, and as we sometimes see In "ovarian
tumours, the menses ceased. The physician put her on
hromide of potassium internally, and tineture of iodine
externally. In spite of this. the tumour continued to
enlarge, and her physician brought her from & neigh-
bouring city to me. 1 had only to lay my hands on the
abdomen to detect motion, and with the stethoscope the
feetal heart was easily heard. Now, here the physician,
having his mind full of the fibroid growth from which he
had so long anticipated evil, never made any thorough

Evidences of Pregnancy ; and sn Inguiry into the Proofs of the Life and
Death of the Foing in Utere” By Evory Eennedy, MIx, &e. Dublin:
Hpdpes & Smith. 18335,
* % 0n Bome of the Symptoma o” Barly Pregoency.” By C. H.F.
Routh, M.D,, &0, London: T. Richards. 1864. Fp. 2L
5




a4 UTERING SURGERT.
investigation of the case after the abdomen began to
enlarge, and the patieut, who was a Tnost intellizent
woman, declared sbe had not for a moment suspected
pregnancy, and that she had not experienced the shghtest
sensation of motion.

While on this subject, I may mention an cpposite
class of eases in which we ocessionally make grave
mistakes, A hysterieal sterile woman, naturally anxious
for offspring, imagines herself preguant, denies that
she menstroates, affects a guickening, seems to Zrow
larger and larger, till at last the falness of time arrives;
she eoes to bed, and has some irregular eolicky pains;
but wothing more. This is a%®ase of hysterieal mono-
mania, for which no physician could be responsible ; but
if called to give an opinion, he should be careful not to
be misled by the artful misrepresentations of a “mind
diseased” Young women sometimes honestly imagine
themselves pregnant, and physicians, 1 am sorry to say,
are ocedsionally delnded into the support of their whim,
notwithstanding the fact that wenstruation returns regu-
larly every twenty-eight days, and pursues its usual
conrse. =l

An example of this sort oceurred at Baden-Baden a
few yeara agzo, under the care of a very eminent physi-
cian, now dead, who allowed his patient to lie 1o bed for
nine wonths to prevent a misearriage, when in fact she
menstruated regularly durving the whole time, Ad the
end of the tenth month another physician was called in,
who said the lady had never been pregnant ab all.

But while many women go through pregnancy withe
out feeling the slightest motion of the feetus, a very
opposite state of things is occasionally met with about
the time of change of life. A woman, forty years of age
or more, becomes irvegnlar; she thinks herself pregnant;
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by-and-by, she quickens ; she begins to make baby-
clothes: she tells her intunate friends of har interesting
condition 3 she gradually grows larger; the time for
confinement arrives; she is not quite as large as i her
former preguaneies | nevertheless she cannot he deceived,
for the frequent regular movements of the foetus make 16
impossible for her to be otherwise than pregnant. At
l.st she becomes alarmed at the proerastination of the
labour, and sends for her physician, who finds the abdo-
men large, but the enlargement 19 due to an lmmense
deposit of adipose tissue in its parietes. He passes his
finger into the vaging, and discovers the uterus m an
'lllllllI'Il]'l‘t"H‘l'l:LtL'L-i state : indeed, it may be smaller than
asual, for the eervix may be found rather atrophied, and
the whole organ gradually undergoing the change that
we always ses when change of life occurs.

[ Lave seen several cases of this false quickening,
rever in a woman under thirty-eight, nor over forty-eight.
They had all borne children, and all had a tendency
to embonpoint. They were all women of culture, refine-
ment, and of good common sense ; and so strong in
every case was the mental impression of the sense of
quickening, that 1t was impossible to convinee them that
there was no pregnancy. Lwo of these ladies retorned
t6 me several times in the course of a year, and insisted
that T must be mistaken. I now regret having dismissed
them so peremptorily, as I thereby lost the opportamty
of watching the progress and termination of this freak
pf change of life.,




