CHAPTER XIX.
DENUDATION.

Trrs affection, at once appreciated by referring to‘the drawings, is, without
doubs, one of the most deforming conditions to .Wh’lc}’l the den;a? ‘m;gaii are
subject. It is sometimes seen attacking every mdwidualhto?; i isnw }:3;:;
confining its ravages to a very few. A common seat of t e' isease. T
the gum festoons. Here may be seen a .su]cus, or | groove, pafsmlnn i
tooth to tooth, involving all those situated in the ‘autenor part o ‘t whl;;.m'.
Another form of the condition involves the uut.tmg edges alone; W It:'ll]
still other cases the depressions are situated promiscuously over every portion
¥ ’E]l: t;?:;se, commencing as a slight gutter, or break, i-n the. enamci, gro-
gresses with a varying degree of rapidity, sometimes moving with such slow

Fics. 102, 103.—DENUDATION.

pace as scarcely to be observed from year to year; .iﬂ otherllns;;ani::] ;Eg
these, unfortunately, much the most frequent, m;}kmg co}nstan a g
necessary to the preservation of the organs. Occasionally t.le frogei:l ;ion
at a number of points, and these, enlargin%, ﬁnﬁlly coalesce, to the destru
infrequently of all the anterior enamel wall. b
n”téﬁi;?;ig tyhe cause or causes inducing this conditio?, much ]jhv:r‘slz:yef
opinion exists. The present conviction of t-he-autho'r is thaT t- e‘ iemical
planation is just now, for the first time, enunciated in the e ??Lf'u-cnd .
experiments made by Mr. Kencely Bridgman (see Dental Caries), a1 o
in this direction will be found to lie not alone the cause, l?ut t-}.Je prop 13 ent;
As all that may be said on this subject is e:%pre.ssed in the expeg‘meit
themselves, the careful attention of the reader is dl-rected to then:.l. : i -
would seem to be that back of the immediatelyact;mg cause mubtd ie a pt‘he
disposition : here would seem to be the result o.f' impressions made Oz.im
enamel at the period of its forma’tion, and which deficiency the Eut o
functions have failed to correct. It might, indeed, very .Wel] be t atzon
enamel is entirely deficient in vital resistance, alnd th'us 51'1b_]ect t(? be] acde i
as any inorganic structure ; being by electrolytic action simply dissolved.
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combat such a condition, electrolysis must be negated. If the assumptions
from the experiments of Mr. Bridgman, here made, and which seem to the
author so rational, be accepted, the treatment of denudation is the antagonism
of electro-chemical action; this perhaps alone, as devitalized enamel might
not be aided by vital defence;

Treatment of denudation has heretofore been confined exclusively to com-
bating by operative means the ravages inflicted, such means consisting in
reaming out and filling with metal the cavities, as one after another may
threaten from its extent and depth,

ABRASTON OF OUTTING FACES,

Abrasion of the cutting face of the teeth from mechanical causes is a very
ecommon affection, and a very unfortunate one. The articulation of the two
dentures has much to do with the production of such a condition ; indeed,
everything, if we except an abnormal softness of enamel as found in certain
teeth. Teeth that articulate scissor-fashion, the one set over or in front of
the other, seldom suffer from this trouble. Tt iz most markedly an affliction
of direct articulation.

Persons having jaws thus articulated find their tecth year by year wearing
shorter; and were it not that, as this abrasion goes on, nature offsets the
waste by internal repairs, throwing out layer after la
the dental pulps would be quickly enough exposed. : :

The character of food used, while perhaps it would never yield this condi-
tion, yet, the predisposition in the articulation existing, without doubt assists
in the destruction. Thus, it is remarked that sailors, eating constantly of
hard bread, and chewers of tobacco, are most subject to abrasion. This is
strictly true, liowever, only as it applies to such as have the peculiarity of
artienlation, and with such the progress of abrasion is commonly very rapid.

A means of relief to this condition which, while fairly successful, is asso-
diated with more or less discomfort, consists in the adaptation to the posterior
teeth of caps of metal. These caps take the strain of mastication, and thus
protect the teeth. Another mode, but which is apt to excite inflammation,
gonsists in cutting out eavities from the abrading faces of the teeth, and sup-
plying the place of the removed dentine with plugs of gold. This latter plan

has many advocates, and is highly commended by practitioners of experience
and judgment,

yer of secondary dentine,
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OPERATIVE DENTISTRY.
INSTRUMENTS USED IN PREPARATION OF CAVITLES.

W are here introduced to a department of Oral Surgery familiar under
the name of dental art, a depattment which considers the mechanical treat-
ment of carious cavities and other physical defects found in relation with the
teeth.

Fig. 104 is re-introduced as illustrative of a perfect denture; to find a set
of teeth so complete in construction and relation is an experience of exceed-
ing rarity. Teeth so arranged and free from irregularities seldom decay.

Fre. 104 —SUPERIOR DENTAL ARCH.

Fig. 105 represents the typical American mouth ; the imperfection of face
of the organs illustrated, combined with overcrowding of the arch and de-
ficiency in the inorganie constituents of the dentine and enamel, render such
teeth the easy prey to disease. :

Qavities found in teeth are of every variety as regards size, shape, and loca-:
tion ; dental art exposes, cleanses, and fills, with metal or other material;
these cavities. Understanding of the instruments used, manner of preparing
cavities, processes of making fillings, together with associative treatment re-
quired in the conduct of cases, implies comprehension of operative dentistry.

The subject opens with a view of means employed for the exposure and
excavating of cavities; these means appropriate various instruments known
as excavators, drills, the dental engine, chisels, files, saws, disks, chip-blower,
and water-syringe.
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Fic. 105.—SUPERIOR DENTAL ARCH.

Excavators—An excavator is an instrument designed to excavate, or clean
out, a cavity. Hxcavators, while variously modified, are founded on two

i Fra. 106.—Hor EXCAVATORS AND MODIFICATIONS.
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zlement-ary styles: ome, hoe-like in shape, cuts as it is drawn toward the
hperator, tlr}e other represented by the relation of the edge of the ordinary
atchet to its shaft or handle, cuts with lateral motion.




