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exchanging home-raised natural products for imported
manufactures. Bqually remarkable with the railroad
enterprise of the Australians is their enterprise in tele-
graphie construction and the establishment of cable com-
munications. For example, a telegraph line 2000 miles
long, running across the continent from Adelaide to Port
Darwin, has been built by the province of South Australia
so as to conneet with a cable from Port Darwin to Java,
Singapore, ete., and thus with Europe and America. For
at Teast 1500 miles this telegraph line runs through one of
the most desolate and inaccessible regions in the world.

THE TRADE FEATURES OF THE GREAT
COMMERCIAL NATIONS S

XI. THE TRADE FEATURES OF SOUTH AM ERICA

SOUTH AMERICA, A FERTILE CONTINENT WITH
DRAWBACKS

SOUTH AMERICA is an immense but very fertile continent,
whose natural resources are as vet SU‘:ll'CL'l}-' begun to: b(;
utilised. Though not so large as North America, it has
a f:}r greater area of productive soil — and indeed muéh
of its soil is quite unsurpassed in fertilit:-v. It s’uﬁeer%
hm'\-‘ever, from two great drawbacks. 1. Avc'l'eat 1_)01'1.'=i0~r;
of its area (folur fitths) lies within the torrid ione. Iu‘tho
1‘0\\, coast regions of this torrid area, and also in the low
im'.est regions watered by the great flat rivers of the in-
tem‘or_, the elimate is for the most part unendurable to
.wlm'-e men. 2. South America has been unfortunate in
its settlement and colonisation. Until in recent \:eii-l“i
colonisation as understood in Anglo-Saxon comn'u,u"]itie;s
has scarcely been attempted in South America at all.
All the earlier immigrations from the Old World were
pt‘(m.lpted by the thought of getting gold and silver and
precious stones —if need were by the spoliation and en-
slavery .of the natives, Ounly a small proportion of the
1:1})])11]:11 lon— not more than a quarter of the whole—uon—.
sists of whites, and these are principally from Spain and
177
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Portugal. These conquerors of the continent have not in
the main sueceeeded in establishing either stable forms of
government or high types of civilisation. Furthermore,
the mixed races—the MESTIZOS or METIS, as they are
called, the descendants of the earlier Buropeans and the
natives — instead of advancing in civilisation have for
some time past been retrograding. Then, again, there is
a large negro element, the deseendants of Africans once
imported as slaves, to still further complicate the race
question; and there is a considerable element partly
negro and partly Indian. In only one state, Argentina,
can affairs be said to be really prosperous, and even in
Argentina the civilisation developed by its prosperity is
gross and material rather than refined and intellectual.
The next most prosperous and important states are Brazil
and Chile. Perhaps Urugunay, though the smallest of all
the states, should be placed after Argentina. The remain-
ing independent states of the continent — Venezuela,
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, and Paraguay — are all
states of the prevailing South American type. Their
governments are more or less unstable. They are terribly
burdened with debt, and their credit is such that they
must pay high rates of interest. The civilisation once
introduced among their native races by the zeal of Span-
ish missionaries is deteriorating if nof vanishing. And
even among their leading classes there is muech to be
desired in the observance of the ordinary principles of
right and wrong.

EUROPEAN IMMIGRATION IN SOUTH AMERICA

All the South American states enumerated above, with
the exception of Brazil, were first taken possession of and
“settled” by the Spanish, and the Spanish language still
remains in them the langunage of government, education,
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and society. Brazil was first taken possession of and
“settled ” by the Portuguese, and in Brazil the Portuguese
language prevails, just as elsewhere in the continent, the
Spanish language prevails. Among the natives many
different languages are found, but in Brazil a “ common
langnage” is used, one introduced by the original Portu-
guese missionaries, and understood by nearly all the tribes.
Between Brazil and Venezuela is a triangular piece of
country called Guiana, which, unlike the rest of South
America, is still under the control of European powers.
It consists of three parts — French Guiana, Dutch Guiana,
and British Guiana — colonies of France, Holland, and
Great Dritain, respectively. Leaving out Guiana, South
America has received its entire civilisation from Spain
and Portugal, and, with the exception of Argentina, Uru-
guay, and Brazil, there has been little or no emigration to
any South American country except from these two Euro-
pean countries. To Argentina, however, there has been
a large emigration from Italy especially, but also from
France, Great Britain (mainly from Ireland and Wales),
Germany, and Sweden. A similar emigration has taken
place to Uruguay, though the foreigners in Uruguay are
principally Basques, a people that live on the borderland
between Spain and France, but are neither Spanish nor
Freneh. In Brazil the immigration, where it has not been
Portuguese, has been chiefly Italian and German, and in
the temperate region of the extreme south of Brazil a large
Grerman population exists. Everywhere in South Ameriea
the parts most prosperous are the parts that have come
most directly under the influence of recent European
emigration,

THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC

The Argentine Republic, or “ Argentina,” as it is popu-
larly called, is the most prosperous and most important of
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all the South American states. Its area (1,319,247 square
miles) is equal to the total area of the States of the United
States east of the Mississippi and Missouri, ineluding the
Dakotas, Missouri Arkansas, and Louisiana. Although
a portion of this vast area is not of much value for agri-
cultural purposes, especially in Patagonia, a very large
portion of it does consist of soil of great fertility, while
the climate, which for the most part is a temperate one,
is such as is well suited to Europeans and white people
generally. The population May 10, 1895, was 4,094,911.
Of this population it is estimated that over 850,000 are
Ttalians, 183,000 French, 161,000 recently emigrated Span-
iards, 60,000 English, and 54,000 Germans and Swedes.
The language of the government and of the schools is
Spanish. At one time in Argentina there was a disposi-
tion to take the United States as a model in everything,
but of late years there has been a tendeney toward taking
France as a model in manners and enstoms. This dispo-
sition to imitate European peoples is particularly true of
the wealthy classes.

ARGENTINA'S RAPID PROGRESS

The pride and boast of Argentina has been its rapid
progress. In the thirty years ending 1886 the immigra-
tion was over a million. From 1886 to 1889 it was from
100,000 a year to 200,000 a year. In 1890, owing to the
financial crisis of that year, it fell away almost to
nothing. Sinee 1890 it has gradually increased until
now it is about 100,000 a year again. In 1869 the popu-
lation was only 1,837,000. Now it is over 4,000,000.
Similarly the capital city, Buenos Ayres, has made an
inerease not easily paralleled. In 1869 its population
was only 187,126, In 1887 it was 423,996. DBy the
census of 1895 it was 663,854. To-day it is said to be
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750,000. Of this number about one half are foreigners.
The high protective tariff established by Argentina in
1878 had the effect of instituting many small industries
in Buenos Ayres, and to this cause the exceedingly rapid
growth of its population is partly attributable,

ARGENTINA'S AGRICULTURE AND MANUFACTURES

The great prosperity of Argentina has been due to the
extent and immedidte availability of its agrienltural
resources, for its forest wealth remains undeveloped, and
its mineral resources are comparatively scanty. TIts vast
freeless and stoneless plains have needed no “improve-
ments” to make them fit for seftlement, and the soil
which covers them being of virgin richness bears crop
after crop without fertilising and with very little cultiva-
tion. Immigrants arrive in the country without a dollar
and in twenty years are owners of estates of 5000 acres
each. In mno country in the world has agricultural
extension been more rapid. In twenty years the acre-
age under cultivation increased 1400 per cent. The
amount under cultivation in wheat alone inereased 2600
per cent. The WHEAT PRODUCTION averages 40,000,000
bughels, which is not far short of one fourth of the total
wheat export of the United States. The production for 1897
was 60,000,000 bushels, although the amount exported was
much less than that. The wheat product isindeed very vari-
able, owing to droughts and locusts, for, like Australia,
Argentina is uncertain in its rainfall. The CORN CROP is
steadier, and in 1896 amounted (for export alone) to
60,000,000 bushels. More important in the aggregate
than the direct products of the soil are the indireet prod-
uets.  There are 22,000,000 cATTLE kept in Argentina,
75,000,000 sEEEP, and 4,500,000 HORSES. The total expor-
tation of animals and animal produets amounts to $70, -
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000,000. Of this exportation the principal item is WOOL,
the wool-clip of Argentina being, in weight, one seventh
of the total wool-clip of the world. Unfortunately, how-
ever, Argentina wool is very dirty, and when washed re-
duces to one third, while Australian wool reduces only to
two thirds or three fifths and is free from seeds. The
profit aceruing to the Argentina wool-grower is thereby
lessened. But, nevertheless, wool-growing in Argentina
is a very profitable industry, and many farmers (prinei-
pally Irish settlers) have from 50,000 to 100,000 sheep
each. Cattle-farming is carried on mostly by native
Argentines, and many cattle farms are stocked with as
many as 10,000 cattle and 2000 horses each. The great
exports of Argentina, therefore, after wheat and corn and
wool, are HIDES and SKINS, TALLOW, CHILLED BEEF, and
murroN and bones, There are five factories in Buenos
Ayres engaged wholly in chilling mutton, and the export
of chilled mutton to Great Britain alone is $5,000,000 a
year. Another growing agricultural product is WINE, the
yearly produetion being 1,500,000 gallons. Notwithstand-
ing Argentina’s magnificent forest areas, but little timber
is exported or even manufactured for home consumption.
The other principal manufacturing industries are car-
riage-, cart-, and harness-making, cigarette- and mateh-
making, preserving and tinning meat, brewing, flour- and
corn-milling, and the making of macaroni.

BUENOS AYRES

Buexos AYRES, the capital of Argentina, is the largest
city not only in South America but in the whole southern
hemisphere. The La Plata, at whose mouth it stands,
affords navigation into all the northern parts of the repub-
lic, as well as into the neighbouring states of Uruguay,
Paraguay, Brazil, and Bolivia. The riverside at Buenos
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Ayres is at all times of the year a perfect forest of masts
and smoke-stacks belonging to the shipping that supplies
this navigation. Recently, at a cost of $25,000,000, the
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river, which here is shallow, has been deepened .and new
wharves and docks have been built, and ocean-going
vessels of the deepest dranght (which formerly used to
be lightened fourteen miles away) can now unload or
be loaded right in the very heart of the city. The total
commerce of the republic amounts to $200,000,000 or
$225,000,000 a year, and of this trade Buenos Ayres trans-
aets seven eighths in imports and three fifths in exports.
The amount of this trade secured by the United States is
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about a tenth, running from $12,000,000 to $24,000,000.
In 1896 it was only $12,500,000. The principal export trade
is with France ($24,000,000), Great Britain ($14,000,000),
Germany ($13,000,000), and Belgium. Great Britain does
not buy Argentina wool. The prineipal import trade is
with Great Britain ($45,000,000), Germany ($14,000,000),
France ($12,000,000), and Italy. The Buenos Ayreans are
fond of display and of dress and of ornamentation, and
the importations from France and Italy are principally of
goods to gratify this fondness. There is a considerable
exportation of wheat, flour, tobacco, and maté (Paraguay
tea) to Brazil and other South American states. Buenos
Agyres is the centre of the Argentina railway system, which
consists of about 9000 miles of road. There are 25,500
miles of telegraph routes. The national debt amounts to
$430,000,000. The provincial debts amount to about
$140,000,000. The taxation amounts to mearly ten per
cent. of the earnings of the people, as against four and one
half per cent. in Canada and five per cent. in Australia.

BRAZIL

Brazil is a much larger and more populous country
than Argentina. Its area (3,209,878 square miles) Is as
large as that of all the United States, less half of Alagka.
A great portion of this area is of superlatively tropical
richness of production. But, unfortunately, the most fer-
tile parts of Brazil are the parts least fit for settlement by
white men. The population by the last census is ap-
proximately 14,500,000, but less than 4,000,000 of this
population are pure whites. The negroes that were lately
slaves number over 2,000,000, and there are supposed to
be about 1,000,000 Indians. Intermediate between the
Indians and negroes and the white population are the
numerous mixed races or half-breeds. Agriculture is the
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chief industry, but is of two kinds: the tropical agricul-
ture of the central and south central seaboard, which is
carried on prineipally by negro and mulatto labour, and
the agriculture of the temperate region of the extreme
south, which is carried on mainly by colonists from Europe,
the recent Buropean emigration being almost wholly di-
rected toward that region. Almost the whole of the in-
terior of Brazil still remains unsettled and untilled. The
cOFFEE yield of Brazil is enormous and is its principal
product. The production amounts to 8,000,000 bags or
over 1,000,000,000 pounds annually, which is more than
two thirds of the total amount of coffee used in the world.
Labour for coffee eultivation is scarce and dear, and in
the earlier stages of the production of the berry the Bra-
zilian coffee gets badly treated. But machinery is used
wherever possible, and in the later stages of the produc-
tion the Brazilian coffee gets the best attention that skill
can devise. As a consequence the coffee produet of Brazil
is rising in the estimation of coffee-users. The shrubs are
cultivated under palm-trees so as to keep them from the
intense heat of the sun. Three or four harvests of berries
are obtained in a year. Rio Janeiro and SANTOS are the
two chief centres of the coffee industry. Next to coffee
the chief tropical product is SUGAR, the export of which is
about 250,000 tons annually, principally from Pernam-
buco. Other products of the tropical area of Brazil are
coCoA and COTTON, from the cultivated coast regions, and
RUBBER and Brazil-nuts, from the dense forests of the lower
Amazon ; also DYEWOODS and CABINET WOODS, drugs, and
diamonds. For many years Brazil was celebrated for its
diamonds — obtained chiefly from a town in the interior
named Diamantina. The present diamond production is
not large. From the temperate agricultural region of the
south, dried beef, hides, and tallow are the chief exports.
The greatest eustomer of Brazilian produce is the United
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States, which takes $70,000,000 worth. Great Britain is
next, with $35,000,000 worth (in rubber alone in 1896
$15,000,000). Brazil gets her goods principally from Great
Britain, the United States, France, and Germany — from
Great Britain $20,000,000, from the United States $13,-
000,000. The imports include almost all articles needed
for domestic and manufacturing purposes — particularly
cottons and woollens, ironware, machinery, lumber, flour,
rice, dried meats, kerosene, butter, and fish. There are,
however, 155 cotton factories established in Brazil, with
capital to the value of $50,000,000, and eotton manufae-
turing is protected by very heavy duties. But agricul-
tural machinery and such like manufactures are very
lightly taxed. The principal food of the people is manioc
flour (tapioca).

RIO JANEIRO

Rio JANETRO (674,972), the capital and principal city,
though a poor-looking place, is situated on a magnificent
harbour—one of the very finest in the world. About
1500 vessels, with tonnage amounting to 2,500,000 tons,
enter Rio Janeiro with foreign trade annually. Nine
thousand miles of railway have been built in Brazil and
3500 more are in course of construction, and 12,000 miles
of telegraph routes have been built. Rio Janeiro is the
chief railway centre, but other centres are RI0 GRANDE
po SUL, in the temperate regions of the south, and BAHIA
and PERNAMBUCO, in the tropical regions. The publie
(national) debt of Brazil is not far short of $1,000,000,000,
bearing interest (a great part of it) at from four to six per
cent, per annum.

THE TRADE -FEATURES OF THE GREAT
COMMERCIAL NATIONS

XII. THE TRADE FEATURES OF CANADA

CANADA, PRACTICALLY AN INDEPENDENT FEDERAL
REPUBLIC

Ter dominion of Canada comprises all that portion of
the continent of North America north of the United States
—except Alaska and Newfoundland and the coast of Lab-
rador. (Newfoundland and the Labrador coast is a colony
in direct relationship to Great Britain.) Canada is entirely
self-governing and self-maintaining, and its connection
with Great Britain is almost wholly a matter of loyalty
and affection. It consists (1) of seven Provinces: Ontario,
Quebee, Nova Secotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward
Island, Manitoba, and British Columbia, which, in their
self-governing powers and their relation to the general
government, correspond very closely to our States; (2) of
four Territories—Assiniboia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, and
Athabaseca, which correspond somewhat to our Territories;
(3) of four other Territories—Ungava, Franklin, Mae-
kenzie, and Yukon, which are administered by the general
government; and (4) the District of Keewatin, which is
under the jurisdiction of the lieutenant-governor of Man-
itoba. The capital of the whole dominion is Ottawa.
Bach province has its own capital.
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