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that the regiment of loyal Americans recruited for this
expedition, largely from the south, was least affecte
In 1740, in the expedition ags: g s efl
were most disastrous. In 17

soldiers was landed at Havy

lost 000 men from this dise

rebellion of the blacks, the

was practically annihilated by yellow

epidemic Lemure wrote: “In 1802 an army under the
orders of Gener: »clerc embarked for San Domingo.
The effective g h, on leaving B , was 53,545

In four months 50, men were dead; chiefly of ¥
fever, which gave 82.5 per cent. of the mortality. Of
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Distribution by Months of Deaths f ow Fever in
Cuba, per Thousa During the
Epidemics of 1876 and 1596.

the 8,275 men remaining, 3 rere sick or \\'mmrimi,
In 1809, seven years late
men, who returned to F
severely during their occu
to Con -'{;ul llu e were 1,7 Ir\'vr T_vru;ih
out 7S i nrwln I: E era Cruz. D
ing ivi r there were, in the
36 deaths; and in 1867 the dis

number of Southern posts and caused 1
453 deaths. For the period 1868-84 the dise

annually among such troops as wert
the South, the averag lnrthn- whole
per thousand strength, gi g a rate
sions and . the period 1885-96 inclu-
sive, there were no yellow fever in our service.
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In 1897 there > 7 s with 3 deaths; and in 1898, at
L[]][L[“‘H ther M4 cases with 70 deaths. For the
te for admissions was 1.17, and for
r thousand strength. The Spanish army in

Cuba has always suffered rerely from this dise
pecially during the epidemics of 1876, 1877, dn{.l lf:élf}.
The British and French troops stationed in the West

Indies, im\ e been repeatedly attacked.

Nat and Mode of Dissemii wttion.— With regard to
the nature of the materies morbi of yellow fever nothing
is as yet known, il investigations by many a
medical officers have been, and are now l'!f'iﬂ\‘
ously prosecuted; hence it is impossible to s
whether it is disseminated by water, air, or ins cts.

xli'e' to 1 t xcreta of a yellow
i i n :1imndunrq~ -'»ft vid
ed m e 1'11‘1]111("

lu en in th 3 yvellow-fever patients
are to be re - “' £ rous. Infected habi-
tations in rhf r-f probably the chief
points from whic h 'Lr lisease is spread. Apparently, the
yvellow-fever patien smoved to good surroundings, i
as is the place in which the
Experience has shown
, those in attendance on the
- are not es ially liable to contract the dises
_\'L‘lin\\' fever patie 3 often been tres 11 in 1]1:!
wards as susceptible nts without the -ase having
been disseminated. 1C ractice, how |_—n- [ :
ighly und 2 f i
t ordinarily affec ¥ 4
mT 111‘1 ~lu ek d ly i h: es, » virus of the dis-
5 cting a particular locality
n others. Outside
the l_!wu.‘\ the micro-o ism [nrn?uhs\ undergoes devel-
opment soil. Thei ation period of thedis
is short, varying from one to five days.
Predisposing C te immunity to yellow
fever is < ¥ anj a peculiar charac-
teristic; though re rely eaki those individua
who are pern esidents in the endemic zones ex-
hibit less liabi an do stran newly
arrived from co general terms it may
be con d - that t ! sptibility to, and mor :
from, ye llow fever vary directly with the distance from
the equator of the p lace of nativity and residence of the
to Barton, of each 1,000 deaths
from yellow fever which occurred in New Orleans in the
epid b6 > distribution of mortality was as
follows:

Long ago Blair wrote that among the West India island-
Hospital at Demerara, Guiana, the
om yellow fever was 6.9: among
rench a t s it was 1 among glish, Irish,
and Scotch, it was Germans and Dutch it was
20; among Swedes, Norwegians, and Russians it was 27.7.
It has been the ht that the Creole and the African, irre-
spective of p of birth or of residence, possess a racial
immunity to \qllum fever. This, however, d
pear to be the case. Such a relative immunit
ably only the result of an attack of the disease
which in early life may be so mild as scarcely to be rec-
ognized; or, to a much less degree, it may be due to the
transmission of a relative unsusceptibility from ance
immunized for generations through attac i

REFERENCE HANDBOOK OF

Camp Diseases,

THE MEDICAL SCIENC Camp Diseases.

It should be noted that the immunity to this disease un-
doubtedly pc ssed by many n;ni\'e in the yellow-fever
belt is more or less completely lost after they remove to
cooler latitudes, and that such mvil\]nllm s on theirreturn
to th ne of endemic yellow fever often exhibit a suscep-
tibility equal to that ‘of total strangers to 111»' dis tll(l
therefore, no reason to believe that the
0OSsesses any gre ater powers 1
does the white man under the same conditions, or TI
o born and resident in cold climates is as unsusce
ble as the negro from the yvellow-fev An acquired
oran inherited immunity is > e is ¥ Itshould
be 1 ed that yellow e iled ar the negro
troops at New Orleans ng the Civil War and caused
considerable mortality. Thus also for the year 1898, the
rates in our army for this affection, per thousand strength,
were as follows:

Admissions. Deaths.
= troo
dt

The negroes recruited for our service are rarely drawn
from districts in which the d has prevaile The
great difference above noted in favor of white troops,
however, is largely to be explained by the fact that the
tniwlvli trooy f our army were nearly all prese
ro, W ll'lIL a much less proportion of the total \'.]11' ;
g 2 n'u(.}nlui
souht of its sed relative unsusce )
>, was selected to do gus d and police work at the
ow-fever hospital, thus largely increasing its oppor-
ies for infection. A f comparison of the susce 1»11-
bility of the uu:iu"im;m-t‘. white with that of the
native to the yvellow-fever zone may, however, be v
from the British troops in the West Indies. For the dec
ade 1888— 'n tl;‘ rate tn. ve 1]:.\\ J'z_»\ thousand
stre

Constant
it

Prophylazis.—As a preventive of the occurrence of yel-
low fever among troops, expeditions into an endemically
infected district should not be carried out during the rainy
season. Troopsintended permanently to garrison infecte d
points will be with advantage recruited from the native
and immune population. Whetherin c: Amp or in garrison,
ge l‘t‘lll 1m';-h\lun~ 1easures 3 > have

2 > i free \'(—mil.-nn'n. an

wl:mu' f rer rdi and a pure water supply,

sonal cleanlir
freedom from yel-

rith proper means of maint

g the Civil War the compar
low fever of Unic garrisoning New Orleans was
regarded aschiefly dueto yrous sanitary measur
introduced by General Butler. Recently, in the occupation
of Cuba, the value of proper sanitation in controlling the
dis » has been strongly demonstrated. Troops should
be prohibited from ente ring infected towns, llml par
larly from entering houses and shops. When an -
demic occurs among the surrounding population, a care
ful quarantine :~h:\ﬂ.l|1 be maintained. With the outbreak
of the disease among the troops all cases should be
promptly isolated, preferably in tents. All discharges
from the sick, especially the vomit and excreta, should
be disinfecte if possible, by fire. The clothing and
equipments of the soldier, and the with which he may
Ili\l come in contact, should be disinfected; as should
the tent or barrack in w hich the case occurred. If pos-

the troops should be moved to a locality in which
the fever has not been known to occu In this country
troops have habitually been transfe d from southern
stations to Atlanta, when an outbreak of the disease was
apprehended. If such a locality is not available, the
troops should be moved to high ground—preferably to

an elevation of at least fifteen hundred feet. Moving
camp even a mile or so may avert an epidemic, and this
procedure should be repeated upon the appearance of
every new case. Depopulation of an infected area is es-
sential, a fact repeatedly demonstrated in our own ser-
vice; as at Fort Brown in 1882 and at Santiago in 1899,
If the disease appear on board a transport. the sick should
ated on deck and landed as soon as possible
isposition to the disease appears to be caused
fatigue, especially when combined with exposure to the
yy the immode 1 ate use of alcohol, and by insufficient
or improper food. No prophylactic medication is known
to be of value. Various methods of preventive inocul:
tion have been devised, notably by Freire and Sanarelli,
but experience has shown these to be without effect.

DiseasEs DUE To INTEMPERATE OR ImMorAL HABITS.

Arcomorism.—The attitude of the soldier toward the
f intoxicants is lar v determined prior to his en-
trance into the military service. T]ml the majority of
such soldiers as actually becc men after en-
ng the army, do so as a res of soc rironment,
cannot for a moment, howev To drink
and ask the companionship of n‘[h! TS in consuming :
holic beverages is the first step tow the development
of the drunkard in the army, as in civil life. The idea
that social sup rity attaches to an ability to consume
ge quanti of a.l( oho ill ex 1~r~ to a certain ex-
1t among a few soldiers of a lower cl and by such,
ice in the art of drinking may be assailed with ridi-
ontempt. Such men are largely responsible
which sometimes prevails among recruits
that a physical tolerance of alcohol is an e ntial at-
tribute of the seas and that only he who is
i e his share of cant without apparent
ct has demonstrated his fitness to enter upon the pro-
fession of arms. Jesides the above class, a number of
soldiers undoubtedly acquire the habit of alcoholism
through favorable opportunity, particularly if they are
men without aim or purpose in life beyohd the per-
functory accomplishment of routi duties; men who
are possessed of no internal i T amuse-
ment, and to whom the nulnm] i
burdensome, dull, and monotonous.
susceptible individuals appear to be marke
enced in their use of alecohol by atmospheric conditions;
and excessive heat, cold, and moisture have been ob-
served to develop a latent desire for drink on the part of
soldiers which would probably otherwise have remained
dormant. A small number of periodical drunkards are
true degenerates. Without apparent cause, in the face
of promises and protests to the contrary and in spite of
inevits ﬂn.n court martial, disgrace, and ]wmnahm( nt, alco-
h| gun and continued until exhausted
£ bauch to a close. Then follow deep
contrition and humilis_ui‘_-n, renewed and earnest prom-
ises of reform, and an apparently sincere attempt to
repair the damage done to health and character; a period
of steady habits, and again a sudden plunge into alco-
holic exce A large proportion of inebriates, how-
ever, as found in the militar »rvice, are men of unstable
mental equilibrium, indecision, and weak character.
Such, under any conditions out of the ordinary, find the
mental strain In\--nrl their power of endurance and
promptly seek relief in the nerve-benumbing effects of
alcohol.

Frequeney of Alcoholism.—In the army the abuse of al-
cohol is one of the m potent factors by which military
efficiency is impaired; and in the past drunkenness

rely looked upon as a distinctively militar
Its influence, as well as its prevalence, howev
indifferently shown by statistics. All alcoholics do not
enter hospits and = i ortion succumb to
other affections, as gastritis, cirrhosis, and nephritis, in
the occurrence and ultimate result of which the use of
intoxicants may have played no minor part. Further,
the term alcoholism includes many pathological condi-
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tions “11'71 the 11!' 1111.'10111 thes ording l_’_ ‘11£ Tli”l~]‘- f’l:lfl“‘ ole 'T”f’ rence existing i’f tween ﬂ"‘_’_“]“'!'t_ writers attribute two-third nts ases toalco- | nounced, is to supply troops with goods at a low rate of
quantity of alcohol taken m-i he frequenc; 1 which and b S A & Se o 4 regards hol. and it is said to be the chief cause of se tructi profit and to afford rational r eation and amusement to
it is consumed. Chronic d s CUrs the 1 ated In the pre P = in E and, Germany. and Russia. cording to Mad- all enliste The sale of ardent

¥ 1 - - 1 - T I]\ T
among old soldiers : R P (:1‘!.”-_7‘\ N t-‘f(fi-llil"fl' Irnﬂ'”];_:f‘ den, in the vears 1878 and 1879 found hibited ther ; but commanding officers z u_lilnﬂ]/:vrl
Selitode it RS NS "1‘ e Cparis X ae | ety SRy only e BT per cent. of ale lun: in the asylums of G 1 to permit light beer and wine to be sold by the drink, on
with younger me ng w h"m the ""f"I ntoxicant 1‘ holism am S Sl i nents as among the the mental con id be 'tly traced to the use week days, in a room set apart for the i!ll]‘{'!n,«‘, when

mn ‘h' nature ol Pper 5 W - = g A el = "“'___ h'“!l_ drinke of Alf oholics. n A ia, accon o ‘In Gaus lll per in their u]\mf‘ln such tion is promotive of temperance.
cesses. E n not rarely termi s 11 C an ar ¢ T I siadaiione > c of insanity occurring (r ambling of any character is forbidden. Each canteen
even at z t iod as the decac l: S S5 SR i or the > ;111'--11-- » eXCeSSes. ur ry service no figures as 3 1 > y an officer selected by TI > post commander
ortance in letert B ! ; ik e ; : ; o ': : ¥ S to the influence of inebriet; insanity are (\:(l}.]dhl : for his T'Im“ for the pos , he allowed one or
St s e S 1 .. b : mo e but for the seven years 1 f 134 suicides oc- | more enlisted men as assistants; under recent orders
however. at all - ﬁl[ i ek 2R ? = -5 — : : : S i curring during that riod, ale .“iu-n-m Was ¢ ially re- | civilians only being o serve as barkeeper : As
D a s L en W : £ 3 e : Q. 1 : ng the ca 1.3 per cent. showing the favor '\Hfh which the system was received,
The amount of ale e : S . Lk e - 7 i lcohol upon |1mu:}1‘ g troops | it is only 1 ssary to say that in 18¢ 4, five years after its
: =i 1 > of the Ash: : & inauguration, there were 75 canteens in successful opera-
. dic 1876 Jmu- hat alcoholic drinks are h he men | tion, and that during that year total i were
: ment in fav i = - : b et - _' porS who did not touch the supplementary r f rum pre- $1,417,079.62; of w huhsmu no less lh an $304. 649.91 were
om whic h_'h' sol = : ki ] e Sl e R e A W TG e sented a n : & mor v inferior to the other | returned to the men as ridend profits

i art of the authorities for the eli S : m'h- o 3 soldiers.” tateme 1 be supported by all who The effect of the introduction of the canteen system
ebriates f 1 the service, and, finally, th ettt E AT R S 3 ol AR have served with ! 1. < upon the rates for ale m was prompt and marked.
lishment of canteens, the f: s 3 ; 2, was .6, while : o T i As to the effect of « 1ess upon military morals | Forthe decade 187887 the e number of admissions
dl‘;f'l"::;"}]:“ﬂf‘ Jrpnsy Pl Sl i \'\_l‘,‘th" I CaTuNee e G TR e n et and the maintenance of , no argument is re- | for alecoholism and its direc results amo -:mui to 64.28

2 1( N 1 & 3 E 1 ale 201 ¢ 10 = LV C , 11 acCu € C - 1 -

: i = . St 3 3 = > . 4 TIS0ns. uired show ths ctior f discipline are per thousand of white troops.
11'1‘1‘11[3 }}““F:H- S e N Rl \ e St 1y Y s *‘f"r SIS A EG-Lhe S reely the ul : » stimuls . It was noted r the next ten years in propor
ALYy GRS e s st o S T (l = 'l =g s A }‘-“ -5 Drunke ni Iln 3r roops i1 lia, in 1891, that of all minor adually established at wvarious posts,
{‘;:]:\L_";\l:if e ; : “:\“]]l”' ‘l 5 were committed 11\ abstainers to every 6.7 | fions, in the following ratio: 44, 46, 44. 44, 41, 37 2,
e ively ; e S 1 'Eu‘l by 1\_\|u1( B rinke - s expre by 30. On observing the admissions for alecoholism
e htn the So rrnial = e E J 3 rt, “the medical and e t-martial records aft A for the seven years ! vhich immediately pre-
s E X . - = = > " 7, in all can 1eTe W can be proc - ceded the ge st e »f the cs 2 system
- i hl«mn as the upon a satisfactory basis, it is fi 1 that a yearly aver-
~cidental | age of 1, ‘14 8 men tn’m:l .m_\ to apply for tres
deaths.” t from is caus i
As summed up by Parkes: “Wh ebarred fro after canteens )
s and fermented liqt :  better be the 1y, an av ge of only 928 4 me
11[\! d but s r T 2 ¢ hu r.l-l i le, an juired attention f this reason—a reduction amount ing
endure better the hardshipsand pe f war - to 23.6 per cer 90 the rere 17 posts at which
and end . d are a : the admission rate l'r‘l‘ alco sm exceeded 10 per cent.
lm- i1 rTee f kenness, s lower, of the strength. In 1891 the number of such posts had
Lk .“f > while 1 nce raises, the boldness and chee lecreased to 11, and in the six subse lJ‘lF"[ years dimin-
Sl I : lier should s f i t the following rate , 7.4, 5, 2, 2. "~ This favor-
neither give strer h nor sustain it as sease, ¢ able showin; the arr F > was fh h]h mu! in the
not pre - y 1st cold and £ . » of ¢ dividual I the can-
i ts C if i en failing in no instanc e P 1(:11<>\\L.l by a
diminution of alcoholism. - certain -t itions this im-
als of war | provement was extraordinary. In 1889, Willet’s Point
“l the fc L e G ave not been merel) e, bu t easily borne with- | had an admiss rat r alcoholism of £ 97 per thou-
8 ol imitted to hos pRE the if e >vidence ﬂmt they are protective 5:&!]1\1 In 1890, the year when the canteen was estab-
oroup }nl t of e e ~ e . 1St ms ther ses, the n t.!n-_mw.h ¢ : lished at T,l?; post lT fell to 157.50, .fll!tl in the next year
I e - nitted. 1 j 1m1'1= ul ne ) their issue or their a < ly 70.46. At Fort Spokane the amount
T R i e 3 Sl i se any circumstances.” ; ey of sickness resulti from intoxicants was report
mardorh Aol : 102 days per thousand as com. adds: “It 10t necessary to insist, from | the surgeon : av dimin ~lu:dv-n*l]ur1'(s nt
pared with an aver: - the abstainers of 36 4 days : al or medical st pon the mi = six months following the institution of the cante
Kecorchin dit i ritish Medical Jo . at - 1 ses soldi | _wu!!e‘._.'\':i}:_ul:--t any offi- Fl_ﬂl'l'l'fﬂ,l‘.i'!.‘lr_‘-‘ in 1888 zmiu &T-»l ), the total dilll:lntl 24
the adm 3 to military e Tnds # : er of e perience is enot h. Tmu}ur. _?_-v.x]nh-a weakening | missions attributed to alcohol 11]1n1':1})trd to :lear 85 per
vear 1‘-'11 aliotnntod to & Der o s abst x;m S 1 physi y. t rs with []1»—11- will power, disturbs t and strength; wi 11:!1'}113 l‘fﬂ_v‘ll_slns rate In-!l to
< - M’I 3 T ‘ . makes them less trustworthy even 1\.'}}';'1 > per thousand rength; and such instances might
ates that in three sober. is at the bottom of ‘11][‘.17\1 (-\\ riolat f-L disci- hL multiplied many fold.
nd is the « g at ¢ + rert s sorular As to the value of the canteen in t tropics as well as
I X 1 3 ions, in I'l_'(]‘.lf"fli‘__*' alcoholism, all are
],s—;m- in t R a clear guard- = v : 10T ] AvYy 2port by O’Reilly upon the condition of the
; = cmpe i i large ocuard re ;um F: a T O’ troops in Jams: states that the cantee

In 1898, durir
fell to 1:
plying mue ‘h of tl wio Il’!ei(h\ >me hile the unusual
conditions undoubtedly attracte ior and more
temperate cls of young men to th-, L-)]nrn,

ADMISSIONS FOR ALCOHOLISM ANXD Its RESULTS, PER
000 STrRENG . 188597 S g
L o, : nly ["“‘l 1ers to membe I‘h I" doubt as to the T : without ring men can always procure beer, has be )
White y 3 Total for ber were s tl ird 1“ “‘ S = that if the use of alcol is hurt 1 a personal and in a T‘:l-‘-HT:l] in the disuse of stronger spirituous s liquors ar nl in
t the army. other 1 = == L ERLR ? martial sense to tl e r, \\.lm is the luv:' a lessening of the evils which followed the free u e of
As to the actual effect of alcohol upon the death rate un 1 the military , it TETY uch more mischiev- spirits in the trog In referring to the condition of the
is obvious, as alreadv remarked 1'1.'.& military Lx-ui\"-‘i{-: ous in its ultimate conse - '_ n an officer, who is | Fourteenth Unite (1 States Infantry at Manila, Cardwell ex-
furnish “ o ;v”_,'(_‘I & i\,' ” e e so potent “_,U']' 111(514 ln-n : ts victim.” presses ]}ls belief that a great 11}1]! ovement -]1z:\\ n in I!a'c
1 Bon 2 ll} S el Gl y L For the United States service iscussion of aleohol- figures for venereal disease and alcoholism in this regi-
d|‘ ”]mj,\m h-m ver. Sitaakiat L'II}LI jl‘:, I‘C‘I'll;jflin l(“li”.;'_i;_l\r: ism we be incomplete w 1il||>n'[ reference to the can- ment was due to H_n- e ablishment of a r-;m‘lm‘n_ l;p;-r_uu-
statistics imparts a I't el orave character 1o all dis teen, which, > than any other one factor, has brought | der admirable discipline; and he adds: “Cool American
iy : e B about a r on in drunk e results. beer as a substitute for the “beno’ of the native gin shops
eases occurring in drunkards, and does much, through This institution, offici - as the post has a most beneficent effect.
i :_)lmm;x_l € ]f‘v"“‘“ -']'1"‘.‘ al e v eI, and RO o de- had its origin in .m:r service at Vancouver Barrack The cases of delirium tremens will be accepted Es\' all
to ‘?1'21‘1(14‘: :b-[‘nlllu .ilili}r]ddl‘:];1;‘11'1:111:1(;11:.1% "‘1 11“”\1‘ 1880, but it was not until February. 1889, that the insti- | as furnishing reliable data by which the
affection. = z E a S e tution was rec n‘zlwl by ”1“. epartment, and rules admissions fo alcoholism may be d _Er-i'minul.
Alcohol is one of the most frequent causes of in nity and regulations 3 2stablishm and government therefore, of interest to observe that, for the seven-year
and suicide in the military service. I:t & ‘:ll i published to the army. Lt period above noted prior to the complete adoption of Ih_e
3 K The purpose of the army canteen, as ially an- | canteen system, the average annual admissions for this

only acute

life some
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cause, actual numbers, were 23.8; while for the six-year
period of peace following the establishment of this Sys
tem the avers number of men admitted vearly for de-
lirinum tremens was 16.6, a reduction of 31.3 per cent. in
this serious class of cases. It can scarcely be doubted
that this remarkable decrease was chiefly influenced b

the substitution of beer—a milder beverage, which rarely
produces such effects—for distilled liquors, whose free
use is well known to result in great mental excitement
and nervous exhaustion.

It is recognized that alecoholism and insanity are closely
related through the direct influence exerted by intoxi-
cants in the production of mental aberration. Hence it
is not surprising to find that the average number of cases
of insanity annually coming under treatment was 1
for the seven-year period 1885-91, prior to the complete
establishment of the canteen system, and only 24 as an
annuz 1l average for the six subsequent years, 18 -

se figures show a reduction in insanity amounting to
31.7 per cent. As to the number of days of service lost
aunlm.l]\ from insanity, the improvement since the insti-
tution of the canteen is even more marked. Figures
for the ars 1885 and 1886 are not available; but for
the fi year period 1887-91, the average number of
days lost was 1,563, while for the six years 1892-97
the service annually lost to the government from this
cause amounted to only 924.5 days—a decrease of 40.9

canteen—for the maintenance of good order in
which a commissioned officer is held res ponsible—is an aid
to discipline as well as to the health and morals of tr OPS.
It provides a resort which, while under thorough military
control, offers inducements to the men to remain at home
and spend their idle time within the limits of the post;
this condition obviously being far preferable to the one
formerly existing, when the nearest and most generally
patronized places of amusement and refreshment were the
grog shops, usually with brothel annexes, which marked
the limits of each military reservation. Except with the
most dissolute class of men, the soldier is well satisfied to
patronize the canteen to the exclusion of outside saloons:
knowing, as he does, that he receives good value for his
money in articles of excellent quality, and fully appreci
ating that the profits of the institution ultimately accrue
entirely to his benefit, and are not, as is the case with
outside "-'mi.]idum nts, divert « advantage
others. Besides the congenial t t w 1 it fur
the influence of the profits of the canteen in promotis
(nnn ntment among troopscan scar ely be overestimated,
rdo to .m]n ywwement of the food, to the
attainme ut of wholesome and to the provision
of much by which the soldier’s 1 wade ]
and he himself rendered more effic in the per -
f his military duties. :st index of the content-
ment of troo is to be f d in the rate of desertions,
since it is obvious that the soldier \\llu is well satisfied
with his lot will n ndes r m the I“"
formance of his mil vV ions. '1 at the cante
stem has, from thi andpoint, operated to t 1_‘11:_'1‘1\1
Ifare of the men undoubted, the desertions and
percentage of desertions in the regular army, from 1885
7 inclusive, being as follows:

Per cent.

1892

1893

1894

1895

1596

1897

Average for sev ars Average

before cant : after es
was thoroug was th
lished 18 lished
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From the above table it is observed that during the
first year after the canteen system was authorized the
» of desertions fell 26 per cent., while during the next

as the system was more generally established, the
further reduced to 49 per cent. v the five

s previous to the i t of the first officially
rnized cantee the numt of men annually desert-

z er thousand strength, amounted

101; while right years immediately subsequent
to the ins ition of this system the annual number of
desertions was reduced to 50 per thousand strength.
The decrease note s been practically progressive, and
for the two ¥y« liately prior to the war with
Spain sc € X the number of men, as com-
pared \\1.11 \]H‘ three rs immediately prior to the in-

roduction of the :en system, found the military ser-

C pe from completing

terms of enlistmen € results are certainly

most gratifying, and there is no reason for believing that

with the development of the canteen along its legitimate

lines of growth a still further decrease in the present

small rate of desertions may not be confidently antici-
pated.

Drunkenness 1- certainly prevented by the constant
military supervision to which t canteen is subjected.
The men themselves are usually careful not to indulge
in alcoholics to the point of inebriety: while such few
individuals as are inclined to be forgetful of the dangers
of excess are usually restrained by companions, or by
those con ted w > s fr passing the
bounds of Jt(LLu i such a condi-
ll!!ll actually re dr.:n,\- n individual is rarely left
to his own devices or permitted to become oifensive,
hur is usually prevailed upon by others to return to

cks without committing y breach of discipline.
brawls and disturbanc with resulting court

1, have, since ti ntroduction of the canteen sys-

tem, become relatively requent, and pay day, formerly
Synonymous w de C r d riotous disturbances
is now scarce 0 be 1 by its effects from anjy
other day. Asill ating the marked reduction of con-
victions for drunkenness and for comp 1S arising
therefrom, si he ablishment of the canteen, the fol-
lowing figures, from the reports E ¢ judge advocate

eneral, are of inte

1.605

From the T".'_'l.‘.h--i it is evident that coincident
with the thorough establishment of the cante system
there has occurred : rease, amounting to considerably
more than one-half of the ‘lhm}\v nness which formerly
tended to the impairment of discipline, to the demoralizs
tion of individuals, and to the occurrence of assaults, in-
juries, and deaths. It isidle to deny that this excellent
result has been largely due to the attraction furnished
by the canteen, combined with the military discipline
which prevails in that institution and which reduces to
a minimum the pc ility of dangerous alecoholic excesses.

The opportunity given the men of purchasing light.
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nutritious lunches in the canteen is also certainly of much
benefit. Many articles of food not obtainable in the
company mess are thus brought within reach, and the
monotony which often pertains to company cookery may
in this manner be agreeably interrupted. It is probable,
too, that this feature does much to prevent the intem-
perate use of alcoholics. The 18 of hearty
and idle men are thus satisfied, andwich with the
beer largely decreases the de: for an additional quan-
tity of the latter.

it is claimed by the advocates of total abstinence that
through the sale be canteen the health and
morals of the soldiers ¢ 1; that such tacit encour-
agement on the part of the government favors indulgence
m alcoholics, and that drinking habits are thus formed
by those who i'tll“‘llt otherwise h: remained sober men.
These objection e pu r theoretical, and are at vari-
ance with fact erved since the establishment of the
canteen. The E inder suitable restrictions, un-

brings with him into the service the result of the moral
moulding to which he has been subjected during child-
hood and youth in ecivil life, and does not change his
nature or moral standards concerning alcoholics with the
mere donning of the uniform. The vice of drunkenne
is certainly no longer either directly initiated or s
vated as ¢ itar) i if
held by some are correct as to the moral conditions ob-
taining in the army, then its cause must be sought for
within the social classes and the conditions of environ-
ment from which the human material composing the
army isdrawn. It is certain that there has been no more
drunkenness to be found in the army—if indeed there
has mot been less—during the past few years than has
occurred in the corresponding cla: s of civil life.
VEREAL DisEase.—Of all causes, venereal disease is
the one which, in time of peace, brings the soldier often-
est to hospital and which most affects his efficiency—this
being particularly the case in our own service.
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doubtedly results in good rather than in evil to the troops
at large, and may properly be looked upon as a safety
valve for those accustomed to regard the use of a certain
amount of liquo both harmlessand proper. Compar-
atively few men to-day become inebriates through a taste
for alcohol acquired in the military service ; and while there
are a certain few individuals who may imbibe too much
beer on pay day, they constitute a class which. in the ab-
sence of a mild beverage of this character. would probably
resort to stronger—and frequently sophis ted—liquors
outside the limits of the command. That beer-drinking,
viewed in the abstract, is unproductive of good, will be ad-
mitted by all; that, when properly controlled, its sale in
canteens, rather than its prohibitic redounds to the gen-
eral health, morals, and military efficiency, few,ifany, who
are conversant with the subject will attempt to deny.
It certainly unfortunate that the temperance element
in civil life, which is so constantly endeavoring to enact
legislation against the sale of alcoholics of any cl

in the milita ervice, cannuot be brought to re

matter from thc practical rather than from the sentimental
aspect, and thus assist in controlling and largely curtail-
ing an evil which it is powerless to prevent, but which,
if its efforts toward restrictive legislation should be suc-
cessful, would undoubtedly be atly increased.

It may here be re nLuI\e d that the view is commonly
entertained by the civilian class ]u-l mentioned that the sol-
dier is a sinner above sinners and requir -cial legisla-
tive measures to safeguard him against his weakness—the
fact being wholly ignored that the army is recruited from
the general community, and merely reflects the qualities
of the latter, whether they be good or bad. The recruit

all Venereal Dis the More Important Armies of the World,

The following table shows the ratio of admissions per
thousand strength for all forms of venereal disease in the
principal armies of the world, compiled from the most
available and reliable data:

*In the case of Germany, 1873-74, 1874 and so on.
+ Bosnia and Herzegovina were occupied in this year.
% Compulsory examination of prostitutes abando ned.
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