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MOSS, CORSICAN.—Mousse de Corse, Codex Med.;
Helminthocorton, Worm Moss, ete. The alga properly
%known by this name is Alsidiuin Helminthocorton Ag.
order Fioridew), a small, brown, marine plant, with a
tufted thallus of simple or sparsely forked, pointed,
thread-like branches, from 3 to 4 em. long. It isa na-
tive of the Mediterranean Sea, and was formerly col-
lected on the shores of the island of Corsica, from whieh
it receives its name. The anthelmintic mixture, how-
ever, still to be found in European pharmacies under this
name, includes, besides this, several other related algz,
among which species of Ceramiwm, Polysiphonia, Gigar-
tina. etc., are commonly met with. There is nothing
unusual in the composition of any of the above to ex-
plain their former reputation as vermicides; they contain
iadine, bromine, soda, etc., in composition, and an abun-
dance of vegetable jelly.

As a medicine Corsican moss is of the past. A decoc-
tion is occasionally given to children as a domestic remedy
for lumbrici, ete. W. P. Bolles.

MOSS, ICELAND.—CETRARIA. “ Cetraria Islandica
(1..) Ach. (Class Lickhene: (U.8.P). Thisisa zood-
sized terrestrial lichen, with an upright or ending, long
and narrow, leathery, wavy-margined, olive-green thallus,
several times dichotomously branched or irregularly fan-
shaped, with linear or cuneiform lobes. Apothecia shield-
shaped on the upper surface of the thallus. This lichen
grows in great abundance on the surface of the ground
in open woods and heaths, and on mountain sides, in the
arctic and the colder temperate regions of both hemi-
spheres.

It is & valuable pasture plant in the extreme North,
and is also employed as an article of human food in parts
of northern Burope. lts medical employment is one or
two centuries old.

Dried Cetraria is thus described:

From 5 to 10 em. long, foliaceous, irregularly branched
into fringed and channelled lobes, brownish above, whit-
jsh beneath, and marked with small, depressed spots;
brittle and inodorous; when softened in water, cartila-
gmnous, and having a slight odor; its taste is mucilagi-
nous and bitter.

It should be freed from pine leaves, mMOSSEs, and other
fichens, which are frequently found mixed with it.

Conmrosrriox.—About two-thirds of 1t is Lichenin or
‘moss starch (OsH105),, a starch like substance, struct-
ureless, soluble in boiling water, the solution gelatinizing
upon cooling. It is an article of commerce as a gelafi-
nous mass or a white powder. The properties of this sub-
stance are purely demulcent. Cetrarin ov cetraric actd
(C1:H,505) 1s the bitter principle, and gives to the drug
its slight medicinal properties. It oceurs in commerce in
white masses of fine needle-shaped crystals, s_oluble: in
boiling alcohol, in alkalies, and very slightly in water.
It is distinctly stomachic, like other Dbitters, jand antl-
emetic. It also has the distinct property of mcreasing
the red corpuscles of the blood. It 13 therefore in an ex-
ceptional manner tonie. Isolichenin is very similar to
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lichenin, but gives the starch reaction with iodine. Itis
apparently not active.

Tceland moss is a very useful demulcent, and has gen-
tle tonic qualities, for which it is indebted to the two
active principles above mentioned. It has no specific
action upon the bronehi or lungs, and ifs value in bron-
chitis, ete., for which it is mostly prescribed, must be
due to its comhined demulcent and tonic actions. Dose,
indefinite; a decoction is official.

Cetrarin is given alone for all except the demulcent
properties, in doses of 0.01 to 0.02 gm. (gr.ij.—v.).

Henry H. Rusby.

MOSS, IRISH.—Cmoxprus. Carrageen. © Chondrus
erispus Stackhouss, and Gigarting manvillose J. Agarch
(class Alge)? (U.S. P.). A reddish-brown or purplish
alga, with a flat, many-times forked or lobed thallus, of
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FiG. 3375, —Irish Moss. (Luerssen.)

very variable appearance, sometimes with broad, flat,
wedge-shaped, wavy, and incigsed, margined lobes, at
other times with linear, roundish, blunt, or emarginate
ones. It is from 5 to 20 cm. high, of a translucent, gelat-
inous consistence. The fructifications (eystocarps) are
embedded in the substance of the thallus, along the
smaller branches, where they can be felt as little, wart-
like indurations beneath the surface. This alga grows
abundantly along the rocky shores of Western Europe
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and Bastern America, that is, on each side of the North
Atlantic. It has for a long time served as an innutri-
tious 1(_)0(_‘1, and as the basis of vegetable jellies for the
table: it is also, in some localities, fed to cattle, and used
as a stuffing for cheap mattresses. Its vmpléymeut in
medicine is of recent date, and entirely unimportant. It
is collected on the coast of Ireland and elsewhere in Bu-
rope, also upon that of New England and elsewhere in
America, For medical or table use it is bleached in the
sun, washed, and dried.
g T)i-:.\‘(‘mlp'rmx.ulrish moss shrinks considerably in dry-
ing, and if exposed to the sun, or repeatedly wet and
dried, bleaches to a yellow color. It is, when dry, hard
horny, and brittle, but resumes its original size and con-
sistence after long soaking in water. In boiling water it
almost completely dissolves. Taste mawlkish, mucilag-
inous, and more or less saline, according to the thor-
oughness with which it has been cleansed. It will make
a stiff jelly with twenty or thirty times its weight of
water. : &
Composttrox.—Chondrus consists chiefly of a muci-
lage, common also to many other algwe, dswu]liug and
nearly dissolving in water, and drying to a hard, trans-
parent substance. It is precipitated by alcohol, and
holds tenaciously abots one-seventh its weight of min-
eral matter, It contains, in common with other marine
algse, minute quantities of iodine and bromine com-
pounds.
MEDICAL ExrroymMeENT.—For colds, coughs, and es-
pecially acute pharyngitis, a thin mucilage (tfecoctfnﬁ)
made of Irish moss is a popular household remedy, and
corresponds exactly with the mucilage of elm and flax-
seed, made in the same way. It may be sweetened and
fiavored with lemon. Boiled with milk it makes an
agreeable jelly (“blanc-mange”), often used as a sick
diet, whose value depends on the milk. : i

W. P. Bolles.

MOSSES.—(Class Musci.) The true mosses, while very
ornamental, and of great biological and botanical inter-
est, are insignificant from an economic standpoiilt while
to the Materia Medica they yield not one impm‘im’lt’; sub-
sta{lce. Some of them, like Sphagnum and Polytrichum,
have, upon tofally unscientific grounds, been used do-

strong Drines, as shown by the following analyses mad
by Prof. 8. P. Duffield: : < =

ONE UNITED STATES GALLON CONTAINS:

Mount a -
Solids. Clemens | Media Spring. 'fr’_!h‘m
Mineral Well.|  Grains. SLH0E,
Grains. Grains.
Calecium carbonate 0.98
Magnesinm carbonate.... S
Iron carbonate....... . 5.6
.‘:"odmm sulphate, A
aleium s ]
Jaleium sulphate e . 44.0

Trace.
11,741.0 11,181.0

Trace.
Trace.

Magnesic salts )

Iron sulphide

Sodium chlor

Caleium chloride .
Magnesium chloride......
Magnesium jodide. .
Magnesium bromide”

Alumina A : o 'J‘Ffllf%.l

Bromide

Trace.
Ammonia .... Traes Tra e-ch

Organic matter

OTal e ani s wss eipinls | 13,654.33 11,021.07 | 11,236.26

Gases. Cubie inches. | Cubie inches. | Cubic inches.

Hydrogen sulphide or di-

hydric sulphide. .. | )00 40,00
Carbonic acid ... 7 3.85 ;
Nitrogen | Present.
= 1

33.00

These waters resemble those of Achsel-Mannstein, in
Bavaria. It is necessary to dilute them both for internal
use and for bathing. They have acquired considerable
reputation in the treatment of serofulous disorders ()E the
skin, b(‘mus..ﬂud joints, and for the iluprovt‘]]'lt"nt 'mti
even cure of paralysis when the disease (-lepel'w]s Clli;‘ﬂ"
upon innervation without decided lesion of the brain 0‘1
spinal cord. Cases of chronic rhenmatism with stifrfeua"(l
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which are the Porcupines at Bar Harbor, the Cranberry
Islands, near Southwest Harbor, and Bear, Baker's, _l)uck,
Greening’s, and Sutton Islands. * The western sides of
the mountain range slope gradually upward to the sum-
mits, but on the east they confront the ocean with a series
of stupendous cliffs”? (“ Appleton’s General Guide to the
Tnited States and Canada ™).

The island is of granite formation, exhibiting evidences
of the great glacial movement; and the soil is dry and
pOrous. On the northern side the mainland is separated
from the island only by a narrow stream, and a bridge
affords communication between the two. The scenery
of the island is most attractive, varied, and grand, af-
fording innumerable delightful excursions by Jand and
by sea. Good roads and footpaths extend in every direc-
tion, and in the town of Eden alone there are one hun-
dred and twenty miles of excellent road. The reader is
referred to the various guide books for an enumeration
and deseription of the many excursions and various
points of interest. Mount Desert has become sucha popu-
lar resort that every facility is afforded the visitor for
enjoying and exploring its beauties. Local steamers run
from one point toanother of theisland; hotelsand board-
ing-houses of various prices abound; and the island can
be easily and comfortably reached cither by rail or by
boat from Boston and Portland.

Bar Harbor is the most frequented and fashionable re-
sort, and the cottage life has quite supplanted that of
hotels and boarding-houses. Here beautiful and luxuri-
ous cottaces abound, and in the season the social life re-
sembles that of New York or Philadelphia in winfer.

Every kind of outdoor and indoor diversion isafforded.
There are many clubs and chu rches of various denomina-
tions. The Kebo Valley Club offers opportunities for
golf on its attractive grounds, and sometimes during the
Summer the North Atlantic Sguadron pays a visit to Bar
Tarbor, and during “Squadron Week * social gayety is ab
its height. : -

The water supply of Bar Harbor is talken from Eagle
Take, two hundred and forty feet, ahove the village, and
is abundant and pure. There is also an extensive and
thorough system of sewerage. Thereare adequate protec-
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weather forecaster at Boston who placed them at my dis-
posal, the following compilation has been made of the
climate of Mount Desert. In general it may be said that
the summer climate is a cool, invigorating one, with a
fair number of clear days and the average amount of rain
for thislatitude. Fogsarenot in frequent and they some-
times last for several days or even a week.

There are no recorded observations of the humidity,
but it cannot be very different from that of Eastport on
the same coast, about eighty miles to the northeast. There
the average relative humidity for July is 78.7 per cent. ;
August, 78.9 per cent., and For the year 76.3 per cent.
The variations in temperature are considerable, and the
air is apt to be chilly and damp. Such a climate would
hardly be suitable for the delicate, for those who had a
tendency to or were guffering from pulmonary or bron-
chial troubles, or from neuralgia. For any one who
needs the influences of a bracing, cool, suminer climate,
or for a convalescent from any acute disease, who is well
on the Toad to recovery, it can be recommended. 16 is
also useful in some cases of neurasthenia and insomnia.

Some patients who are subject to hay fever find im-
munity on the island at one or the other harbors, espe-
cially at Northeast Harbor. Edward 0. Ot1s.

MOUTH, DISEASES OF. Sece THE APPENDIX.
MUCOID DEGENERATION. See Degenerations, ete.

MUCOUS MEMBRANES: INFLAMMATIONS OF.—
The subject of inflammations of the mucous membranes
is treated in this article in only a very general way.
The specific inflammations (diphtheria, tuberculesis,
ayphilis, rhinoscleroma, gonorrheea, erysipelas, influenza)
will be discussed under their respective heads; the ob-
ject of this article being to include only the simple non-
specific forms of ihflammation of these structures accord-
ing to the definition of inflammation as given by Ziegler
—qnamely, a tissue lesion accompanied by circulatory
disturbances, an exudate, and tendency toward repair.

Erioroay.—Although inflammations of different mu-
cous membranes bave somewhat different etiological

tion against fire; many shops and good markefs; excel- factors, all have to a varying degree a common e.mn]o]gy.
lent postal, telegraph, and telephone accommodations; The causes of m_tlmmnatlons of the mucous 111011‘1111'1—.11ch
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stically i s Gl - : 2 : joints i » cases of neuraloi 3
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NESS. BSee Altitudes, High. DO}IEIU]RI_‘ ?umllnel' resort and has wide notoriety 5 west Harbor is peautifully situated at the entrance to | to the mouth, pharynx, vagina, or urethra may cause a
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