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and chivalry, employing no other weapons but ridicule, the
natural contrast of human terror. The people laughed, and
felt reassured. So « Telemachus” appeared, and recalled
men back to the harmonies of nature.

“Poets,” says Hazlitt, “are a longer-lived race than
heroes: they breathe more of the air of immortality. They
survive more entire in their thoughts and acts. We have
all that Virgil or Homer did, as much as if we had lived at
the same time with them. We can hold their works in our
hands, sr lay them on our pillows, or put them to our lips.
Scarcely a trace of what the others did is left upon the
earth, so as to be visible to common eyes. The one, the
dead authors, are living men, still breathing and moving in
their writings; the others, the conquerors of the world, are
but the ashes in an urn. The sympathy (so to speak) be-
tween thought and thought is more intimate and vital than
that between thought and action. Thought is linked to
thought as flame kindles into flame; the tribute of admira-
tion to the manes of departed heroism is like burning in-
cense in a marble monument. Words, ideas, feelings, with
the progress of time harden into substances: things, bodies,
actions, moulder away, or melt into a sound—into thin air,

Not only a man’s actions are effaced and vanish
with him; his virtues and generous qualities die with him
also. His intellect only is immortal, and bequeathed unim-
paired to posterity. Words are the only things that last
forever.” ¥ :

* Hazlitt's Zable Talk: “On Thought and Action,”

CHAPTER XL

COMPANIONSHIP IN MARRIAGE.

“Kindness in women, not their beauteous looks,
Shall win my love.”—SHAKSPEARE.

“In the husband Wisdom, in the wife Gentleness.”
GEORGE HERBERT.

“If God had designed woman as man’s master, He would have
taken her from his head; if as his slave, He would have taken her
from his feet; but as He designed her for his companion and equal,
He took her from his side.”—St. AvugusTINE—* De Civitate Dei.”

“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above ru-
bies. . . . Her husband is known in the gates, and he sitteth among
the elders of the land. . . . Strength and honor are her clothing,
and she shall rejoice in time to come. She openeth her mouth with
wisdom, and in her tongue is the law of kindness. She looketh well
to the ways of her husband, and eateth not the bread of idleness,
Her children arise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he
praiseth her.”—Proverbs of Solomon.

HE character of men, as of women, is powerfully in-
fluenced by their companionship in all the stages of

life. We have already spoken of the influence of the mother
in forming the character of her children. She makes the
moral atmosphere in which they live, and by which their
minds and souls are nourished, as their bodies are by the
physical atmosphere they breathe. And while woman is
the natural cherisher of infancy and the instructor of child-
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hood, she is also the guide and counsellor of youth, and the
confidant and companion of manhood, in her various rela-
tions of mother, sister, lover, and wife. In short, the in-
fluence of woman more or less affects, for good or for evil,
the entire destinies of man.

The respective social functions and duties of men and
women are clearly defined by nature. God created man
and woman, each to do their proper work, each to fill their
proper sphere. Neither can occupy the position, nor per-
form the functions of the other. Their several vocations
are perfectly distinct. Woman exists on her own account,
as man does on his, at the same time that each has intimate
relations with the other. Humanity needs both for the pur-
poses of the race, and in every consideration of social pro-
gress both must necessarily be included.

Though companions and equals, yet, as regards the
measure of their powers, they are unequal. Man is stronger,
more muscular, and of rougher fibre; woman is more deli-
cate, sensitive, and nervous. The one excels in power of
brain, the other in qualities of heart; and though the head
may rule, it is the heart that influences. Both are alike
adapted for the respective functions they have to perform in
life; and to attempt to impose woman’s work upon man
would be quite as absurd as to attempt to impose man’s
work upon woman., Men are sometimes woman-like, and
women are sometimes man-like; but these are only excep-
tions which prove the rule,

Although man’s qualities belong more to the head, and
woman’s more to the heart, yet it is not less necessary that
man’s heart should be cultivated as well as his head, and
woman’s head cultivated as well as her heart. A heurtless
man is as much out of keeping in civilized society as a stupid
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and unintelligent woman, The cultivation of all parts of the
moral and intellectual nature is requisite to form the man or
woman of healthy and well-balanced character. Without
sympathy or consideration for others, man were a poor,
stunted, sordid, selfish being; and without cultivated intelli-
gence, the most beautiful woman were little better than a
well-dressed doll.

it used to be a favorite notion about woman that hei
weakness and dependency upon others constituted her prinei
pal claim to admiration. «If we were to form an image or
dignity ina man,” said Sir Richard Steele, «we should give
him wisdom and valor, as being essential to the character of
manhood. In like manner, if you describe a right woman
in a laudable sense, she should have gentle softness, tender
fear, and all those parts of life which distinguish her from
the other sex, with some subordination to it, but an inferiority
which makes her lovely.” Thus, her weakness was to be
cultivated, rather than her strength; her folly, rather than
her wisdom. She was to be a weak, fearful, tearful, char-
acterless, inferior creature, with just sense enough to under-
stand the soft nothings addressed to her by the « superior ”
sex. She was to be educated as an ornamental appanage of
man, rather as an independent intelligence—or ‘as a wife,
mother, companion, or friend.

Pope, in one of his * Moral Essays,” asserts that “ most
women have no characters at all;” and again he says:

“ Ladies, like variegated tulips, show:
"Tis to their changes half their charms we owe,
Fine by defect and delicately weak ”

This satire characteristically occurs in the poet’s « Epistle
to Martha Blount,” the housekeeper who so tyrannically
ruled him; and in the same verses he spitefully girds at
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Lady Mary Wortley Montague, at whose feet he had
thrown himself as a lover, and been contemptuously rejected.
But Pope was no judge of women, nor was he even a very
wise or tolerant judge of men,

It is still too much the practice to cultivate the weak-
ness of woman rather than her strength, and to render her
attractive rather than self-reliant. Her sensibilities are devel-
oped at the expense of her health of body aswell as of mind,
She lives, moves, and has her being, in the sympathy of oth-
ers. She dresses that she may attract, and is burdened with
accomplishments that she may be chosen. Weak, trembling,
and dependent, she incurs the risk of becoming a living em-
bodiment of the Italian proverb—*so good that she is good
for nothing.”

On the other hand, the education of young men too often
errs on the side of selfishness. While the boy is encouraged
to trust mainly to his own efforts in pushing his way in the
world, the girl is encouraged to rely almost entirely upon
others. He is educated with too exclusive reference to him-
self, and she is educated with too exclusive reference to
him. He is taught to be self-reliant and self-dependent,
while she is taught to be distrustful of herself, dependent,
and sclf-sacrificing in all things. Thus the intellect of the
one is cultivated at the expense of the affections, and the af-
fections of the other at the expense of the intellect.

It is unquestionable that the highest qualities of woman
are displayed in her relationship to others, through the me-
dium of her affections. She is the nurse whom nature has
given to all humankind. She takes charge of the helpless,
and nourishes and cherishes those we love. She is the pre-

siding genius of the fireside, where she creates an atmos- :

phere of serenity and contentment suitable for the nurture

CHAP. XI.] Companionship in Marriage. 329

and growth of character in its best forms. She is by her
very constitution compassionate, gentle, patient, and self-de-
nying. Loving, hopeful, trustful, her eye sheds brightness
everywhere. It shines upon coldness and warms it, upon
suffering and relieves it, upon sorrow and cheers it:
“ Her silver flow
Of subtle-paced counsel in distress,
Right to the heart and brain, though undescried,
Winning its way with extreme gentleness
Through all the outworks of suspicion’s pride.”

Woman has been styled the angel ‘of the unfortunate.
She is ready to help the weak, to raise the fallen, to comfort
the suffering. It was characteristic of woman that she
should have been the first to build and endow a hospital.
It has been said that wherever a human being is in suffering
his sighs call 2 woman to his side. When Mungo Park,
ionely, friendless, and famished, after being driven forth
from an African village by the mén, was preparing to spend
the night under a“tree, exposed to the rain and the wild
beasts which there abounded, a poor negro woman, return-
ing from the labors of the field, took compassion upon him,
conducted him“into her hut, and there gave him food, and
succor, and shelter.®

* Mungo Park declared that he was more affected by this incident
than by any other that befell him in the course of his travels. As he
lay down to sleep on the mat spread for him on the floor of the hut,
his benefactress called to the female part of the family to resume their
task of spinning cotton, in which they continued employed far into the
night. “They lightened their labor with songs,” says the traveller,
“one of which was composed extempore, for I was myself the subject
of it; it was sung by one of the young women, the* rest joining in a
chorus. The air was sweet and plaintive, and the words, literally
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But while the most characteristic qualities of woman are
displayed through her sympathies and affections, it is also
necessary for her own happiness, as a self-dependent being:
to develop and strengthen her character, by due self’-cultum:
self-reliance, and self-control. It is not desirable, even were
it possible, to close the beautiful avenues of the heart.
Self-reliance of the best kind does not involve any limitation
in the range of human sympathy. But the happi}less of wo-
man, as of mar depends in a great measure upon her indi-

vidual completeness of character. And that self-dependence -

which springs from the due cultivation of the intellectual
powers, conjoined with a proper discipline of the heart and
conscience, will enable her to be more useful in life as well
as happy; to dispense blessings intelligently as well as to
enjcy themr; and most of all those which Spl‘i'ng from mutual
dependence and social sympathy. ;

To maintain a high standard of purity in society, the cul-
ture of both sexes must be in harmony, and keep equal
pace. A pure womanhood must be accompanied by a
pure manhood., The same moral law applies alike to
both.: Tt would be loosening the foundations of virtue to
countenanee the notion that, because of a difference in sex,
man were at libérty to set morality at defiance, and to do
that with impunity which, if done by a woman, would stain
her character for life. To maintain a pure and virtuous

translated; were these: ¢The winds roared, and the rains fell. The
poor white man, faint and weary, came and sat under our tree. He
has no mother to bring him milk, no wife to grind his corn.” Chorus
—* Let us pity the white man, no mother has he!” Trifling as this
recital may appear, to a person in my situation the circumstznce was
affecting in the highest degree. I was so oppressed by such unex-
pected kindness, that sleep fled before my eyes.”
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condition of socicty, therefore, man as well as woman must
be pure and virtuous; both alike shunning all acts infring-
ing on the heart, character, and conscience—shunning them
as poison, which, once imbibed, can never be entirely
thrown out again, but mentally embitters, to a greater or
less extent, the happiness of after-life.

And here we would venture to touch upon a delicate
topic. Though it is one of universal and engrossing human
interest, the moralist avoids it, the educator shuns it, and
parents taboo it. It is almost considered indelicate to refer
to Love as between the sexes; and young readers are left to
gather their only notions of it from the impossible love-
stories that fill the shelves of circulating libraries, This
strong and absorbing feeling, this besoin d’aimer—which
nature has for wise purposes made so strong in woman that
it colors her whole life and history, though it may form but
an episode in the life of man—is usually left to follow its
own inclinations, and to grow up for the most part un-
checked, without any guidance or direction whatever.

Although nature spurns all formal rules and directions in
affairs of love, it might at all events be possible to implant
in young minds such views of Character as should enable
them to discriminate between the true and the false, and to
accustom them to hold in esteem those qualities of moral
purity and integrity without which life is but a scene of folly
and misery. It may not be possible to teach young people
to love wisely, but they may at least be guarded by parental
advice against the frivolous and despicable passions which
so often usurp its namé. “ Love,” it has been said, * in the
common acceptation of the term, is folly; but love, in its
purity, its loftiness, its unselfishness, is not only a conse-
quence, but a proof, of our moral excellence. The sensi-
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bility to moral beauty, the forgetfulness of self in the ad-

miration engendered by it, all prove its claim to a high

moral influence. It is the triumph of the unselfish over the
selfish part of our nature.”

It is by means of this divine passion that the world is kept
ever fresh and young. It is the perpetual melody of hu-
manity. It sheds an effulgence upon youth, and throws a
halo round age. It glorifies the present by the light it casts
backward, and it lightens the future by the beams it casts
forward. The love which is the outcome of esteem and ad-
miration has an elevating and purifying effect on the char-
acter. It tends to emancipate one from the slavery of self,
It is altogether unsordid; itself is its only price. It inspires
gentleness, sympathy, mutual faith, and confidence. True
love also, in a measure, elevates the intellect, « All love
renders wise in a degree,” says the poet Browning, and the
most gifted minds have been the sincerest lovers. Great
souls make all affections great; they elevate and consecrate
all true delights. The sentiment even brings to light quali-
ties before lying dormant and unsuspected. It elevates the
aspirations, expands the soul, and stimulates the mental
powers. One of the finest compliments ever paid to a
woman was that of Steele, when he said of Lady Elizabeth
Hastings, « that to have loved her was a liberal education.”
Viewed in this light, woman is an educator in the highest
sense, because, above all other educators, she educates hu-
manly and lovingly.

It has been said that no man and no woman can be re-
garded as complete in their experience of life until they
have been subdued into union with the world through their
affections. As woman is not woman until she has known
love, neither is man man. Both are requisite to each other’s
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completeness. Plato entertained the idea that lovers each
sought a likeness in the other, and that love was only the
divorced half of the original human being entering into
union with its counterpart. But philosophy would here
seem to be at fault, for affection quite as often springs from
unlikeness as from likeness in its object.

The true union must needs be one of mind as well as of
heart, and based on mutual esteem as well as mutual affec-
tion. ¢“No true and enduring love,” says Fichte, “can ex-
ist without esteem; every other draws regret after it, and is
unworthy of any noble human soul.” One can not really
love the bad, but always something that we esteem and re-
spect as well as admire. In short, true union must rest on
qualities of character, which rule in domestic as in public
life.

But there is something far more than mere respect and
esteem in the union between man and wife. The feeling
on which it rests is far deeper and tenderer—such, indeed,
as never exists between men or between women. “In mat-
ters of affection,” says Nathaniel Hawthorne, “there is al-
ways an impassable gulf between man and man. They
can never quite grasp each other’s hands, and therefore
man never derives any intimate help, any heart-sustenance,
from his brother man, but from woman—his mother, his
sister, or his wife.” *

Man enters a new world of joy, and sympathy, and hu-
man interest, through the porch of love. He enters a new
world in his home—the home of his own making—alto-
gether-different from the home of his boyhood, where each
day brings with it a succession of new joys and experi-

* “ Transformation, or Monte Beni.
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ences, He enters also, it may be, a new world of trials and
sorrows, in which he often gathers his best culture and dis-
cipline. * Family life,” says Sainte-Beuve, “ may be full of
thorns and cares; but they are fruitful: all others are dry
thorns.” And-again: “If a man’s home, at a certain
period of life, does not contain children, it will probably be
found filled with follies or with vices.,”*

A life exclusively occupied in affairs of business insensibly
tends to narrow and harden the character. It is mainly oc-
cupied with self—watching for advantages, and guarding
against sharp practice on the part of others, Thus the
character unconsciously tends to grow suspicious and un-
generous. The best corrective of such influences is always
the domestic—by withdrawing the mind from thoughts that
are wholly gainful, by taking it out of its daily rut, and
bringing it back to the sanctuary of home for refreshment
and rest:

¢ That truest, rarest light of social joy,
Which gleams upon the man of many cares.”

“Business,” says Sir Henry Taylor, “ does but lay waste
the approaches to the heart, while marriage garrisons the
fortress.” And however the head may be occupied, by
labors of ambition or of business—if the heart be not occu-
pied by affection for others and sympathy with them—life,

though it may appear to the outer world to be a success,

will probably be no success at all, but a failure.t

* « Portraits Contemporains,” iii,, 519.

t Mr. Arthur Helps, in one of his Essays, has wisely said: “You
observe a man becoming day by day richer, or advancing in station,
or inereasing in professional reputation, and you set him down as a
su-cessful man in life. But if his home is an ill-regulated one, where
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A man’s real character will always be more visible in his
household than anywhere else; and his practical wisdom
will be better exhibited by the manner in which he bears
rule there than even in the larger affairs of business or pub-
lic lif. His whole mind may be in his business; but, if he
would be happy, his whole heart must be in his home, It
is there that his genuine qualities most surely display them-
selves—there that he shows his truthfulness, his love, his
sympathy, his consideration for others, his uprightness, his -
manliness—in a word, his character. If affection be not the
governing principle in a houschold, domestic life may be
the most intolerable of despotisms. Without justice, also,
there can be neither love, confidence, nor respect, on which
all true domestic rule is founded.

Erasmus speaks of Sir Thomas More’s home as % a school
and exercise of the Christian religion.,” «No wrangling,
no angry word was heard in it; no one was idle; every one
did his duty with alacrity, and not without a temperate
cheerfulness.” Sir Thomas won all hearts to obedience by
his gentleness. He was a man clothed in household good-
ness; and he ruled so gently and wisely that his home was
pervaded by an atmosphere of love and duty. He himself
spoke of the hourly interchange of the smaller acts of kind-

no links of affection extend throughout the family—whose former do-
mestics (and he has had more of them than he can well remember)
look back upon their sojourn with him as one unblessed by kind words
or deeds—I contend that that man has not been successful. Whatever
good-fortune he may have in the world, it is to be remembered that
he has always left one important fortress untaken behind him. That
man’s life does not surely read well whose benevolence has found no
central home. It may have sent forth rays in various directions, bug
there should have been a warm focus of love—that home-nest which
is formed round a good man’s heart."—Claims of Labor.




