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v Mallory's History of King Arthur and  his
Knights of the Round Table is the most remarkable
historical romance of the fifteenth century.

g8 William Caxton, the * Father of the Engl}sh
Press,” was a pious Catholic. He printed the first
English book in 1471.

CHAPTER TIL

THE ENGLISH LITERATURE OF THE SIXTEENTH CEN-
TURY.

A.D. 1500 to 1600,

TeE AGE oF MORE, DUNBAR, AND SPENSER.

HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION.

1. A GrancE AT ENGLAND AND SCOTLAND IN THE
Sixreexts Cextory.—The sixteenth century Jw the
most eventful in Inglish history. It carries us
through the reigns of Henry IiHL_thrmrd [];;
_z'r[(-'.."?f‘; and Elizabeth. Henry V [I. died in 1509,7
and was succeeded by his son Henry VIIL In the
bloom of youth, his mind well stored with knowledge,
and bright hopes lighting up his future pathway,
Henry mounted the throne of the rich, prosperous,
and imwcvfnl Catholic kingdom of England. _Fnr
about twenty years he enjoyed an cxcellent reputation.
Owing mainly 1o the abilities of his Prime Minister,

_* Henry VII. was the jirst of the Tudor family that sat on the
English throne; Elizabeth was the last,
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the famous Cardinal Wolsey, his home administra-
tion was marked by wisdom; and the success of his
arms against the Scots and French added to the glory
of the nation.

Even in letters Henry made a name. It was in his
reign that Martin Luther,* a beld, able, and unprin-
cipled monk of Germany, threw off the mask, raised
his hand against the Catholic Church in which he had
been educated, and stirred up the baser passions of

* Luther was'born in 1483, and died in 1546. He was the father of
the Protestant Reformation. * Let us clearly understand,” says
WiLniaM CoBBeTT, a Protestant author, *‘the meaning of these

Catholic, Protestant, and Reformation. Catholic means

al and the religion which takes thisepithet was called uni-
versal because all Christian people of every nation acknowledged
it to be the only true religion, and because they all acknowledged
one and the same head of the Church, and this was the Pope, who,
though he generally resided at Rome, was head of the Church in
England, in France, in Spain. and, in short, in every part of the
world where the Christian religion was professed. But there came
a time when some nations—or rather parts of some nations—ecast
off the authority of the Pope. and, of course, no longer acknowl-
edged him as the head of the Christian Church, These nations, or
parts of nations, declared, or protested. against the authority of
their former head, and also against the doctrines of that Church
which. until now, had been the only Christian Church. They,
therefore, called themselves Protesters, or Profestants; and this is
now the name given to all who are nof Catholics. As to the word
Reformation, it means an alteration for the beiter; and it would
have been hard indeed if the makers of this great alteration could
not have contrived to give it a good namnie.

“*Now a fair and honest inquiry will teach us that this was an al-
teration greatly for the worse; that this * Reformation,’ as it is
called, was engendered in beastly lust, brought forth in hypocrisy
and perfidy, and cherished and fed by plunder, devastation, and
by rivers of innocent English and Irish blood: and that as to its
more remote consequences, they are, some of them, now before us
in that misery, that beggary, that nakedness, that hunger, that
everlasting wrangling and spite which now stare us in the face
and stun our ears at every turn, and which the ‘ Reformation’ has
given us in exchange for the ease, and happiness, and barmony,
and Christian charty enjoyed so abundantly, and for so many
ages, by our Catholic forefathers,"—History of the Reformation.

*If mere dissent from the Church of Rome be a merit,” writes
the great Edmund Burke, *'he that dissents the most perfeetly is
the most meritorious. A man is certainly the most perfect Pro-
testant who protests against the whole Christian religion.”
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rich and poor. The English king was among the first
to enter the lists against Luther. He became tl_m
champion of the true f:%ith. 7110 \\']“UtC a rbm.)k in
Latin entitled Defence of the Seven Sacraments, and
sent a copy to Pope Leo X Leo, who was”a most
illustrious patron of arts :m_d_ 1!t1'1_‘at111-r_>3 i'.l_\n‘tt‘l']‘@'j ll‘pt’;n,
the royal author the beautiful title of Defender of the
ith.*
FQA change, however, came over King H‘em‘_\'. _Hc
allowed himself to become the slave of :-1_\'1]@ passion,
which finally transformed himinto a despicable tyrant,
drove him headlong into every cruelty, led to the
downfall of the ancient faith in England, 'L:m'ercd t.ile
conntry with mourning and \'11\11(?1':1131{:.rum:-. flll!l.lll-
troduced heresy, panperism,t and ;1‘]'111&_1“]&:\ de::pe_\llim
into the once happy land of Alf_rr:rl the Great. Be-
cause the Pope would not—and, in .II'LIH_!, could l.lf')f—-
allow him to put away his Queen, the \‘n"tuon‘s {_.,_;rﬁml-
rine of Arragon,} and to marry her maid of honor,
the p.l'C(t.\' Anne Boleyn, Henry broke the S:lf’"[‘(‘ll t-lG
which bound himself and his kingdom to the Vicar of
hrist,
= He sacrilegiously placed himself at the head of the
English Church, and butchered wnhcau"r‘ merey _aH
who dared to oppose his mad ecareer. This English
Nero had six wives, several’ of whom he murdered.

# A title to this day retained by the English sovereigns, tho‘ugll

thy\: have long since ceased to profess that Cathol ¢ faith for the
anee of which the title was conferred. : ;

delﬁi]t"sl}lj‘lli;{m1‘1111 in general,” says William (.nh!\n-n. supp‘msr
that 1i‘n=1’:|= were always poor-laws and paupers in }:,n;_'\.'mll.. ’_l.h‘t-‘\
ought to remember that for 900 years l:r\ill-‘t‘ }'I_m Cathalie religion
here were neither.”—History of the Reformation :
thl !l.f“a.‘thnriue was the daughter of the celebrated Isabella _th?
Catholic Queen of Castile, and her husband Ferdinand King ol
Arragon. Isabella shares with Columbus the glory of discovering
America.
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The powerful Wolsey died in disgrace, exclaiming,
“ Had I served my God as I did my king, He would
not have given me over in my gray hairs!” The
venerable Bishop Fisher and the great Sir Thomas
More finished their Lright careers at the block, be-
cause they chose to obey God and conscience rather
than a brutal monarch, [lundreds of monasteries
were robbed and crumbled away at the tyrant’s de-
structive touch, Rich and worldly ecclesiasties cow-
ered at his frown and Dbascly became apostates; and
the whole fabric of the Catholic Church in England
was shaken to its very foundations.

Nothing was sacred in the eyes of this royal savage.
The rich shrines which contained the precious re-
mains of the Venerable Bede and the ¢ holy, blissful
martyr,” St. Thomas of Canterbury, were rifled of
their treasures and the ashes cast to the winds. Even
the tomb of Alfred the Great was not spared from
desecration, Thus, in brief, began the modern re-
ligious change in England. The sudden falling away
of that nation from the unity of faith in which it had
dwelt for nearly a thousand years is a strange and
terrible event. Henry VIIL, a cruel monster, who
was the sport of all the vile and brutal passions, was
its originator; and he died as he had lived—scowling
on the ruins and desolation which marked his unfor-
tunate and dreadful reign of thirty-seven years.®

Henry VIII. was succeeded by his little son Ad-
ward V1., who, after a brief rule of six years, died
at the age of sixteen. The work of planting the new
creed, and breaking the Seventh Commandment by

la*dl)uring this reign Wales became & part of the kingdom of Eng=
nd.
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robbing and plundering (,‘:tﬂlt)]{l’,‘\':}Jll_l't']lt?é“- and monas.
teries, went on briskly during this reign. =
ﬂf:}m,g the danghter of the 11|111:11}!._\' Catherine of
Al‘rau‘«.n‘u. ln(_‘t:;'nn('.7(|L]f,‘\‘.ll in 1553, She was a most
zealous Catholie, reigned for five years, :11}1_1 did her
best to repaiv the mischicf done by her 1iat-.lm' and
her brother. It was a thankless task. Because she
exercised a certain severity towards the: !e;ulcri, VOW-
breakers, and sacrilegious fanatics of the ]:':nghsh
Reformation, some historians, blinded by thgotr}-’,
have denounced her in unieasured terms, s}._vlm_g ]!01'
“ bloody Mary,” This isunjust. ¢ Mary,” says Lin-
oard,  only bprm;iisml what e/l tanght, It was her
misfortune, rather than her fault, that she was not
more enlichtened than the wisest of her contempo-
% »
T<l'r|[=(|-!-(} lone, cruel, and eventful reign of E[[zfrfzf-lh
opens in 1558, and carries us ﬂll")'ll.f_’_'l.l the remainder
of the sixteenth century. The religions—or rather
irreligious—echanges set on foot by her f;‘ftlmr. Henry
VIIL, were now brought to a close. ]'!:e \\':\:]‘l(.of
iniquity and sacrilege was completed. Jh.e l;nghsh
Protestant Church was founded on the rnins of the
ancient faith, and barbarous laws were t‘mu"t‘ed
acainst the creed of Bede, Chaucer, and More. The
Catholics were treated with savage ferocity :Inld_t}n:
most revolting cruelty.* The churches and religions
houses were finally robbed of everything tl‘mt could
minister to 1'-1'1\-:m§ luxury and godless rascality.

# The minority in England who adhered to the ancient faith be-
came the vietims of an organized system of persecution "”:1.1,!‘.“'{
1'1‘-*r Open a book by Cardinal Allen, and a score lut m.uunxq

ie ried an ered layme f tortured consciences

riests, of harried and plundered laymen, of . consciences
E;nl bleeding hearts, will blot out from your view the smiling images
a I s, will ‘
of peace and plenty.—Thomas drnold.
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Elizabeth, on one occasion before she became queen,
said that she “ wished the earth would open if she
was not a true Roman Catholic.” But she was an
artful hypocrite. However brilliant in some respects,
hers was, in the highest degree, a blood-stained reign.,
The execution of the beautiful and unhappy Mary
Queen of Scots, by order of the English queen, is
one of the blackest crimes recorded in history.

The cruelties of her rule in Ireland would fill a
volume. Hugh O'Neill, Prince of Tyrone, Hugh
O Donnell, Prince of Tyrconnell, and other Irish
chiefs * bravely battled for faith and country against
the female tyrant. For fifteen years they defied the
power of England and skilfully routed her best gene-
rals. This was at a time when, in the words of a
famous historian, “ it was enough to be an Irishman
to be persecuted, and a Catholic to be crucified.”
“Has Tyrone submitted?” gasped the dying Eliza-
beth. “ No,” answered the statesmen who gathered
around her bed; and the last of the Tudors passed
from earth appalled by the terrors of coming judg-
ment, and vexed at the thought that an Irish prince
still defied her power. :

Elizabeth was a vile, vain, able, and imperious wo-
man. At her death 3000 dresses were found in her
wardrobe. During her last vears the Protestant bi-
shop of Loudon, on one oceasion, ventured in his ser-
mon to raise her thoughts from the ornaments of dress
to the riches of Heaven; but she told her ladies that
if he touched on that subject again she would fit him
for Heaven. '

2. Scorraxp, 1500-1600.—In 1502 the Scottish

* Principally 0'Kane, O’Doherty, MacMahon,
nis, MacSweeney, and O'Hanlon,
11

MacGuire, Magen.
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monarch, James IV., uun'ric,-d: the prnn-rl_:s::.)n]l:.n*lg:u:».t\,_
tlzmu‘h[éf of Henry NI of luug_ﬂuml. The |_:|||J|Ili;I Yy
which this alliance lhl'ndilt}iul 1»;{{\@;;11 F{xi_jul:‘\gl!“r:li:ﬁt
374 not last long. James declared Wab £5& s
'llil::::\‘l‘l'!l{})l 'i'lu‘-. Dattle of l:‘%utldcn F;wld was foui:g{u}:
and on it fell the Qeottish king ;n‘ullt e flower cjj n‘:..
nobility, e was succeeded by lns_mtunt s?m"‘!-;ti”'”'\_
V.. who, on reaching manhood, tm;ml lllrll‘l.‘:i: 1{1
\'\_;l.\'uzl in war with his uncle, Henry \ I‘Il. -.l]]m, ny,:;
tary disasters of his reign h.‘mtum_unl his dm{ l.! fl 1‘,.;_
davs before which was born to him a dung(nts.rﬁ des-
tined to be famous in history as Mury Queen of
hlfi‘mb beauty, virtue, and accompli.‘»'hm_cms 0{ tlu:
royal lady, her misfortunes and llL'I'.ht.I‘nl.‘t_‘. ()l.-:ul 1,‘&1;._
events well known. The iutl'ntlncllmu t.‘rt 1 1i}t¥;\.t.tnﬂ_
ism into Scotland, and Ehu pru;u:lnng of %51}:: Ll ::}(ln‘l
_cal apostates as John _!wu.r, upset illH] l;m :1\;11.:“'? “-‘.d«.;
The passions ran wild. Mobs ruled. Mar} s
werless. : 5
)OTTN unhappy queen fled “m }‘“g‘ﬂ”.(-i 1;1[111::1:[\:;
herself on the generosity of hc'l‘ cousin ,l].i;.l FL.“‘:
who pl'omiscd her every protection. , l')ll:(. t I*‘., Jgffc
lish queen was as cruel as fhc was treache %'U-l.lrhhﬂw
beheld in Mary Stuart a Catholic and a H‘ll:tT.l ';md
{hrone. Her course was W r_snh_\‘ of ]'t:l\‘zﬂ‘lllflnnl{L n.
Elizabeth had the Queen of Scots ii!m\\-u_nntn 1:1}5}; b
where for eighteen years she languished in captvity
oaly to end her carcer at the block. s
How impressive was the scene ,ﬂ“n 111'1:11_\1_4- tlll
last moments of that noble woman ! II!MUH:—U: AC;L
us that, with an ivory crucifix in hu}' h:mul‘f Mary t.l.l‘cll\e
advanced into the hall of execution with ”?P-gl{tﬁ-s
and majesty s0 often d1~:y1:1}'(~d in her happier day
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and in the palace of her fathers. Her last words
were: “Into thy hands, O Lord, I commend my
spirit!” And at the third stroke of an axe, the most
queenly head in Europe was severed from the body,
and the pure and lofty spirit of the last Catholic
queen of Scotland passed into eternity.

3. OHIEF AGENTS INFLUENCING THE PROGRESS OF
Excrisa LiterATURE IN THE SixTteextH CENTURY.—
The chief agents that influenced the progress of Eng-
lish literature in this century were: (1) The print-
ing-press; (2) the mature condition of the English
language, which had just reached that advanced stage
of growth and development that made it a grand and
polished instrument for all the higher purposes of
prose and poetry; (3) the study of the Latin and
Greek classics and the poetry of Italy; (4) the in-
creased number of colleges and public schools, and
the consequent diffusion of education; (5) the rise
of the middle classes of the people; (6) the discovery
of America, and the circumnavigation of the earth.
These last events fired the intellect and enthusiasm
of Enrope. Human curiosity marched over the globe.

4, Excrisa LitERATURE AND THE EVENT MISNAMED
tHE REFoRMATION,*—]t is the fashion with a large
class of non-Catholic writers to view the so-called
Reformation as the great agent that gave such a vast
and widespread impulse to thought, literature, and
social progress in the sixteenth and suceeeding cen-
turies. Let us briefly examine this subject by the
light of true history. Let facts speak.

(1) PriNTING Owes r.ru!ﬂ!.vr_r_i to the “ ]‘3{;)'}};';”r:-‘r'b;r;,“
which it preceded by nu;l]']} a century; and from this

_* Cardinal Wiseman truly styled it * that terrible event in Eng-
lish history, the horrors of which have been gilded by the name of
Reformation.”
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invention alone literature received its greatest im-
pulse.® 3

(2) Tue Excusa LaxcuAce owes nothing to the
« Reformarion.” Our speech began, developed, and
reached its full growth, if not its present perfection,
long before Henry VIIL prepared the way for a new
creed by L;.‘ranu_\‘”, wife-murder, and sacrilegious rob-
bery.

(-13} Tae Axcient CLassics owe nothing lo ff.f.e
s« Reformation.”” The careful hand and wise, beauti-
ful taste of the Catholic Church saved the master-
pieces of Greek and Roman literature from perishing
in the wreck of ages. From Catholic Italy England
Jearned to write poetry and to polish her s‘pz:cc!l.

(4) Tae CoLLEGES, Pusric Scroors, and l',Lll'E‘.-\.-
110N owe nothing to the ¢ Reformation.” The Uni-
versity of Oxford consists of nineteen colleges. Four-
teen of these were founded before the « Reformation,”
and but five since. The University of Cambridge
consists of seventeen colleges. Tlhirteen of these
were founded before the © Reformation,” and but four
since. Tt is the same with the great public schools,
such as Hton,t nearly all of which existed before the

# How did the English * Reformation™ treat the art of printing?®
By the regulations of the Star Chamber, in 1585, says Thomas
Arnold, " no press was allowed to be used out of London, except
one at Oxford and another at Cambridge. Thus L‘\‘t‘l'\‘lc]wuk was
imposed on literature, and it seems unreasonable to dispute that
they had some efficacy in restraining its progress.”—Hist. of Eng-
lish Literature. E ] !

+ Eton College is one of the most famous educational establish-
ments in England. It was founded in 1440 by Henry VI under the
title of * The College of the Blessed Mary of Eton beside W indsor.
It barely escaped destruction during the period of robbery zlpd
plunder that marked the early course of the * Reformation. For

stance. in the reign of Henry VIIIL. alone, ninety colleges were

stroyed. Indeed, 550 Ascham predicted the speedy extine-
tion of the universities of Oxford and Cambridge from the grow
ing calamities which attended the new religious movement.
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‘Reformation.” But no sooner did the new religion
assume sway than the hich standard of instruction
at Oxford and Cambridge was lowered. The Catholic
professors were driven out of the country, and their
offices were bestowed upon obsequious apostates and
bold 1gnoramuses. ¢ At Oxford,” says Warton, ¢ the
public schools were neglected by the professors and
pupils and allotted to the lowest purposes. Academi-
cal degrees were abrogated as anti-Christian, Refor-
mation was turned into fanaticism,” Latimer de-
clared, in 1550, that there were 10,000 fewer students
in England than twenty years before; and we have
it on the authority of Anthony Wood that in 1563—
the fifth year of the reign of Elizabeth—there were
only three men at Oxford qualified to preach in pub-
liec. Williams, Speaker of the House of Commons in
the, same reign, complained that more than one hun-
dred flourishing schools had perished in the destrue-
tion of the monasteries, and that ignorance had pre-
vailed ever since. The good old Catholic times had
passed, and with them passed the noble race of gene-
rous princes and pious churchmen who founded
schools and colleges. It was a sad change. “The
rapacions courtiers of Edward VL,” says Craik,
“robbed the institutions of learning in the base race
to fill their pockets” The same accurate writer
doubts if popular education was farther advanced at
the close of the reign of Elizabeth than it was at the
commencement of that of her father, or even her
grandfather, The lower and many of the middie
classes were wholly uneducated and illiterate, Itisa
question whether the father of Shakspeare, an alder-
man of Stratford, could write.his name.

(“)1;1*Hh Exeuisa PeEorLE owe nothing to the “ Re-
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formation,” for it did nothing to make them free—to
elevate them. Tt gave them no new rights.. Magna
Charta is the bulwark of English liberty, but it is the
work of Catholics. The ¢« Reformation,” on the con-
trary, strengthened the fetters of despotism by cen-
tring all power, spiritual and temporal, in the person
of grasping and godless monarchs, ¢ A political and
spiritual despotism, such as that of Henry VIIL and
Cromwell,” says Frederick Schlegel, ¢« would have
been impossible but for the Reformation.”  From the
reign of Elizabeth until the act of Catholic emancipa-
tion was passed in the present century, religious lib-
erty was trampled to the ground in England, Scot-
land, and Ireland. This was one of the fruits of the
« Reformation,” and the tree is known by its fruit.
For nearly three hundred years blood flowed in tor-
rents, and to be a Catholic was to be persecuted like
a wild beast. The same price was offered for the
head of a wolf and that of a priest. The fierce Mo-
hawk was not more eager and skilful on an enemy’s
trail than was the fanatical and barbarous government
of England in its hunt after Catholic clergymen; and
the humanity of the American Indian compares very
favorably with that of the Protestant Briton.

The Holy Book declares that trufh alone gives free-
dom—real mental and moral freedom. But the Ca-
tholic Church is the grand depository of truth upon
earth—that truth which makes men free, She is the
mother of true liberty. Now, to unsettle a man’s be-
lief in the religion founded by Christ is not to make
him free. It is to make him doubt, and doubt is not
frcedom. Telling a man to master the mysteries of
a badly translated Bible, and to think as he pleases in
dealing with the truths of religion, is not the wise
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way to make him free. The lunatic enjoys such
freedom. DBut this is the reprehensible manner in
which the so-called Reformation labored to cheat the
human mind. Tt produced doubt, irreverence, infi-
delity, mental giddiness, moral inconstancy, and a
countless number of new ¢ churches,” by falsely stig-
matizing fixed belief in the sacred dogmas of religion
as a state of intellectual bondage,

(6) Tue « YEFORMATION " HAD NO SHARE in fhose
gigantic achievements which doubled the size of the
world's map and revealed the mysteries of the earth to
mankind—the discovery of America, and the circum-
navigation of the gkobe. Luther was but nine years
of age when the Catholic Columbus planted the cross
on the shores of the New World; and it is uncertain
if ever the CathoMe Magellan heard of the Wurtem-
berg reformer and mighty “ bellower in bad Latin.”

The Reformation, in truth, was a sad hindrance to
the progress of sound thought and pure, healthy lite-
rature. It brought no new truth into the world. It
originated no new form of composition. It did not
po]_ish speech, It was, at best, a fatal whirlwind that
swept over the British mind, leaving behind the scars,
changes, hatred, and confusion which marked its pesti-
lential and destroying course. In short, neither Eng-
lish civilization nor English letters owe anything to
the “Reformation,” For them it was a retrograde
movement. Had it never occurred, the career of
English literature would, doubtless, have been brighter
and grander.

7. Tne RerormArion AND ART, SCIENCE, AND THE
Wortp a1 Laree—The ¢ Reformation” began by
showing itself an enemy to the fine arts. To it mu-
sic, painting, and architecture are certainly under no
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obligations. ¢ The Reformation favorable to the fine
arts !” writes Archbishop Spalding—¢as well might
you assert that a conflagration 1s beneficial to a eity
which it consumes. Wherever the Reformation ap-
peared it pillaged, defaced, often burned churches and
monasterics; it broke up and destroyed statues and
paintings, and it often burned whole libraries.” Look
at the venerable ruins of churches and abbeys in Eng-
land, Scotland, and Trcland. In mute accents they
tell a mournful tale. Over them passed the rude,
destroying hand of the Reformation. * With the art
of poetry,” says Frederick Schlegel,  Protestantism
at first disclaimed any connection.” It also began
by an insaue effort to abolish the sciences. Luther
pronounced “ali science, whether practical or specu-
lative, to be damnable, and all the speculative sciences
to be sinful and erroncous; and he even loudly de-
clared that all human learning was “an invention of
the devil.” The truth of all this is confirmed by his-
tory.

Nor does the world at large owe anything to this
boasted “ Reformation.” It was an unhappy rupture
between men and their ancestors. 1t pulled down.
It destroyed.* DBut it neither built up, originated
anything really new and useful. nor added to the sum
of human happiness. To thought it added mno idea
of value.

« Protestantism,” says the profound Balmes, * has

% (‘halloner states that during the reign of Henry V1IL 645 mon-
asteries, 90 colleges, and 110 hospitals were suppressed or destroyed,
and the money was pocketed by the royal robber. The destruction
of precious librai in the same reign was truly deplorabie.
“Those who purchased the religious houses,” writes L D’Israeli,
“took the libraries as part of the booty, with which they scoured
their furniture. or sold the books as waste paper, or sent them
abroad in ship loads to foreign book-binders.”
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not asingle idea of which it can say, This is my own.”
It lives on borrowed ideas, as, in many places, it still
worships in stolen churches* It simply led to wars,
bloodshed, rancor, robbery, fanaticism, infidelity, per-
secution, and endless changes in religion. There is
nothing fized in Protestantism, for it is the work of
man, To the human intellect tossed about on the
ocean of life it offers no place of safe anchorage, It
shifts with the times. *“ You change,” said Bossuet
to Protestants; “and that which changes is not the
truth ”

The consequences of the so-called Reformation
were wide and deplorable. It introduced discord into
the bosom of the Christian people of Europe and
America. It broke the unity of European civiliza-
tion. Tt weakened the moral influence which Europe
exercised over the rest of the globe. It carried fa-
naticism and religious pcrsucuﬁun to the shores of
the New World. It dwarfed the growth of Christian
missions. It checked the pmgreés ot Christian eivi-
lization or gave it a wrong direction. The invention
of printing, the invention of the compass, the pro-
gress of art, science, and literature, and the discovery
of America Jed to the formation of bright hopes,
alag! never to be fulfilled. Over three centuries ago
the wild toesin of religious strife sounded; all the
baser passions were aroused ; and the noise, animosity,
and confusion have not yet died away.

8. Rise or tne Excrisg Drama.—TreE DraMa 18
not a modern invention. Regular dramatic enter-
tainments were given in Greece as early as 450 B.c.,
and at Rome about a century later, according to Livy.

* This, of course, does not refer to America.
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The ancient drama perished with the downfall of
pagan Rome.

In later times Catholic taste and piety revived dra

matic exhibitions. First came the Miracie Pravs.
For their origin we must go back to the Middle Ages.
The earliest miracle-play on record is the Play of St.
Catherine. 1t was written in French, and was repre-
sented at Dunstable, England, in 1119. The oldest
manuscript of a miracle-play in English is one entitled
the Hurrowing of Hell, that is, the ¢ onque ring of hell
by our Blessed Redeemer. It was written about the
year 1350.
A nmaun]:li\ was some m\xtm\ of religion, -or
story from Holy Seripture, or from the lives of the
saints, dramatized for the pm‘pnw of instruecting the
people in a pleasing manner, and initiating them into
the spirit of the festivals which the Church celebrated.
Few among them could read and study the explana-
tions of the festivals, but all could take in and appre-
ciate what was placed before their eyes. In England
the miracle-play did not altogether die out before the
early part of the seventeenth century.

The Morar Prays soon partly displaced the mira-
cle-plays, and came into great favor in England about
the middle of the fifteenth century. Their object
was also to promote religious ideas; but in many re-
spects they differed widely from the miracle- phnc;.
Virtues and abstract ij?mi/r/i.r'. took the place of the
historical personages of Secripture. Instead of the

Adam, Moses, Herod, and Pontius Pilate of the mira-

(‘lL‘*]ﬂzll\“ we find Justice, Mercy, Tt‘mpr rance, and
Vice as characters in the moral play. Virtues and
vices talk, jest, and act.

But with the universal popularity of the miracle
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and moral plays came their abuse, and they were
finally disecouraged by the Clurch. They Inwpt[('d
the way, }1[:\\1\:1 for the modern drama.

We may date llw rise of the English drama from
about the middle of the sixteenth century. The two
earliest English comédies were Ralph Roister Doister
and Gammer Gurton’s Needle, The first dates from
about 1540; the ~c:‘uwl was written about twenty
years later.  Gorbodue,* the first B nglish trgedy, was
from the pen of Thomas Sackville, and was dut(d in
1562,

During the next thirty years a number of wild,
oifted, and scholarly young men tried th ir hands at
pl(i\ -writing. At the he: 1:1 of these stood Christopher
Marlowe, But a greater far was to come. The cul-
minating point in Lanlbln dramatic literature was
reached in the prince of dramatists—the myriad-
minded Shakspeare. :

9. Coxprrion oF tHE Excrisn LANGUAGE IN THE
SixteENtH CENTURY.—With the 1-1'-v1nr::n<: of the
sixteenth - century we enter on 1]1: ]unud of Modern
HEnglish. The language had, by slow degrees, be-
come a polished and 1|1:f']m Lnxmum nt of e xpression,
It was now adequate to all the wants of poetry. And
in the hands of the great Sir Thomas More it exhibi-
ted, for the first time, its real powers as a vehicle for
dignified prose. More’s Life of Edward V., written
about the year 1513, is, dunli]]n" to Hallam, the first
good specimen of L].l‘\\lixl J,lwlw h prose, “ pure and
L(!I|~|11:1mllx well chosen, without vulgarisms or pe-
\Lmn\

“The English language,” says Henry Reed, writing
of the sixteenth century, “ was now better fitted for

* Smnciimf-s called Ferrex and Porrez,
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all the uses of literature, more adequate to the needs
of philosophic thought, and of deep and varied _f(.-cl‘
ing—at once stronger, more flexible, and more coplous.
[t was now one mighty flood no longer showing the
separate colors of the two streams which filled its
channel—ecolors caught from different soils, the Saxon
and Norman, in which they had their springs. The
hidden harmonies of the language were disclosed, and
its power of more varied music shown. The people’s
speech had grown to its full stature.”

LESSON 1.
GAVIN DOUGLAS. DIED 1522.

Chief works: (1) Translation of Virgil's Zneid.

(2) King Hart.
(3) The Palace of Honor.

1. Who has the special honor of having been the first to
translate any of the ancient classics, Latin or Greek, into
English?

Gavin Douglas, a learned Catholic bishop of Dun-
keld.

9. Where was he born, and to what historic family did he
belong?

Gavin Douglas was born in Scotland, and was a
younger son of the fifth Earl of Angus, Archibald
Douglas, known in Scottish history as ¢« Archibald
Bell-the-Cat.”

3. Give some of the chief points in his life.

He studied at the University of Paris, eutered the
religious state, became abbot, and finally bishop of

Dunkeld.
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4. Which is the most remarkable production of the poet-
bishop's pen?

His elegant and scholarly translation of Virgil's
Aneid into English, This was the first translation
of a Latin classic into our language.®

5. Which are his other chief works?

King Hart and The Palace of Honor,t two long
allegorical poems,

6. Where did Bishop Douglas dief

After the disastrous battle of Flodden Field, mis-
fortune frowned on the warlike house of Douglas,
and the gentle and gifted bishop was compelled to
fly to London, where he died of the plague in 1522,

7. What was his character?

The member of a warlike family, in a rude age and
country, Bishop Douglas was noted for his refine-
ment, scholarly tastes, peacefulness, and gentle vir-
tues.

8. In which of his poems do s Sir Walter Scott draw a
touching picture of Gavin Douglas?

In his Marmion, where, in a striking scene, he
says:

“ A bishop by the altar stood,
A noble lord of Douglas blood,

More pleased that, in a barbarous age,
He gave rude Scotland Virgil's page.”

# Bishop Douglas made this translation in 1512 and 1513,

+ The Palace of Honor was written in 1501, The leading idea of
the poem and some of the details seem to be reproduced in Bun-
van's Pilgrim’s Progress. a work composed about 180 years later,
1t is very probable that the fauatical Baptist preacher drew from
the work of the Catholic bishop much unacknowledged material.
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LESSON II.

WILLIAM DUNBAR. DIED 1530,

Gaef works: (1) The Dance of the Seves, Deadiy Sins
(3) The Merle and the Nightingale.
9. What poet has received the title of ¢ the Chaucer of
Scotland "¢ .
William Dunbar, the greatest of the Scottish poets.
10. Give a short account of his early life. ?

[le was born in Scotland, belonged to a fzupﬂy of
distinction, and was educated at the University of
St. Andrews, where he took the degree of M.A. He
then entered the Crder of St. I“I“(llls.:'lr‘\,'}"\\':is ordained
priest, and spent many years as a missionary, frmcl-
ling on foot through Scotland, England, and France,
and living on the alms of the faithful.

11. In what capacity was Dunbar subsequently employed
by his sovereign, James IV. of Scotland? e :

" As ambassador in conducting negotiations with
various foreign courts, It was thus he gained that
wide experience and deep kncn\:lvdgc'uf_111(3!1 F‘md
things which afterwards greatly aided him in his lite-
rary labors.

12, Where did he die, and when? .

His last days were spent at the Sm_ttlsh court, a
dependent on ‘ro_\'al bounty. Here he died, at the age
of sixty-five, in 1530.¢

# In early life Dunbar entered the novitiate of lhe Fm?ﬂ:ﬁ:;
Order. but does not appear to have taken the vows.—Thomas
ar < 3 a3 : . ar
_l;rr.??;fﬁuh:ll"s works, with a small exception, \\.nle.-.. 11:. Hf\lttn
¢ pemained in manu: eript unknown to the world fan.|f1‘{1. H-[‘Illall‘\-m
centuries, and it is only within the memory fw.f [Pt'l:wl.‘-ﬂ}h ~:1 tLa ‘uﬁ
that full justice has been done his merits. His ]:N'P.t."lﬁa ) ,_,‘lm‘ I;at
tract attention about the middle of the last century, and since t
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13. Into how many classes are Dunbar’s poems divided?

Into three classes—the allegorical, the moral, and
the comical,

14. Which are his best and most original allegorical poems?

The Dance of the Seven Deadly Sins and The
Thistle and the Rose.

15. What is The Dance of the Seven Deadly Sins?

It is a long allegorical poem, the scene of which is
in the infernal regions. Mahomet furnishes the mu-
sic. In the fearful dance Pride leads the other Dead-
ly Sins. Each of the seven is a terrible personage,
painted in horror’s darkest hues, and lighted in the
dance by the lurid flames in which he leaps.

And first of all in dance was Pride,
With hair combed back, bonnet on side.

Then Ire came in with strut and strife,
His hand was e’en upon his knife.” *

The Dance of the Seven Deadly Sins is a master-
piece.

16. What is the Thistle and the Rose?

It is a fine allegorical poem, commemorating the
marriage of the English Princess Margaret to James
IV. of Scotland in 1503. The Rose, the type of
beauty, is wedded to the Z'histle, the type of strength,
who is commanded to cherish well and guard his
Rose.t Many critics consider this Dunbar’s most per-
Ject poem.

time his fame has been steadily rising; and it became at length so
great that in 1834 a complete edition of his works was printed.”—
Manual of English Literalure.

* In these lines the spelling is modernized. Dunbar spells pride,
pryd; back, bak, came, cam,; and knife, knyfe.

t The Thistle symbolizes Scotland; the Rose, England. Dunbar
spells the words Thrissill and Rois.
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1%. Which is considered the best of Dunbar’s moral poems?
The Merle® and the ;\-’i;;ﬁ[in_grdc: a beautiful poem
in which the two rival songsters debate in alternate
stanzas the merits of earthly and heavenly love. The
Merle argues that human love is the best. The Night-
lingale replies in behalf of the love of God, The last
verse comes to the conclusion that all love is lost
but upon God alone.”

18. What may be said of his eomic poems?

Though full of the most genuine fun and the broad-
est humor, there is in most of Dunbar's comic pieces
an element of coarseness and indecency, which unhap-
pily detracts not a little from their merits.

19. What is Dunbar's rank in English. literature?

He is one of the great writers of our language, and
is certainly the greatest poel between Chaucer and

Spenser.

“ A poet unrivalled by any that Scotland has ever produced.”—
Sir Walter Scott.

In the poetry of Dunhbar we recognize the emanationsof a mind
adequate to splendid and varied execution. Asa deseriptive poet
he has received superlative praise. In his allegorical poems we dis-
cover originality and even sublimity of invention.”—frving.

¢ Burns is the only name among the Scottish poets that can be
placed in the same fine with that of Dunbar: and even the inspired
ploughman, though the equal of Dunbar in comic power and his
guperior in depth of passion, is not to be compared with the elder
11-.)&,-t;::uher in strength orin general fertility of imagination.”—
Craik.

e

* Merle, the blackbird.
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LESSON II1.
HENRY HOWARD, EARL OF SURREY. DIED 1547

Chief works: (1) Translation o ot
St f the Secor nd Four, ]
s .“—7‘:2](‘!‘(;.8 Yecond and Fourth Books of
(%) Songs and Sonnets.

20. Who was Henry Howard, Earl of Surrey?

Henry Howard, styled “the English Petrarch,”
l\\-as a member of the ancient and noble Catholic fam,i-

y Of, the Howards, and eldest son of the third Duke
of f\nnl‘f:;]k. His is one of the youngest, brightest
and most romantic names in the histo lon el
; ames 1e history of Englis
literature. e

21. Where did he receive his education?

At Oxford University; but he afterwards travelled
I'Il!lf_‘}l, and during his stay in Italy made himself fa-
nllihur with the rich literature of that country, espe-
cially the writings of Petrarch, Sites

22. What are we told of Surrey’s romantic career?

It was very eventful. He was a gay, gifted, brave
young man who early learncd the secret of joining
brain to action. A knight, a great lord, a relative of
the king, he had made war, commanded fortresses
mounle(i to assaults, foucht tournaments, and wrota1
sonnets before his vears had fillec

s vears had filled up a quarter of s

century. e o
23. What was his unhappy fate?

: Hm'mj_r fallen under the displeasure of the brutal

[Fl_lr_v VIIL, the brilliant but unhappy Howard, on

a frivolous charge, was cast into the Tower of Lon-

don; a1 rhile still i :
; m;l, while still in the bloom of youth, was bar-




