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Thus were realized the daring dreams of the immortal
Hidalgo and the great Morelos. But we must acknowledge
that the movement started in 1810 was more of a political
uprise than a social revolution.

The essential object of the enterprise was the emancipa-
tion of the colony from the rule of the Spanish crown, as
is sufficiently evidenced by the circumstances that at first
it was not considered indispensable, to abolish the mon-
archical form or to put an end to the supremacy of the
Spanish element. In the treaty of Cordoba which was
celebrated to end the war and was expressly acknowledged
in the Act of Independence, it was stipulated that Mexico
would become an independent sovereign kingdom, and that
its government would be placed in the hands of that same
King Ferdinand VII; or if he did not accept or resigned,
it would be left in the hands of his brother, the clerical

and sanguinary Charles of Bourbon or any other of the
infants of the same house.

The insurgents revolted neither against the influence nor
privileges of the clergy; on the contrary, they supported
that class in the most determined manner. Their glorious
flag bore the image of the Indian virgin, the famous Virgin
of Guadalupe. In 1813, the Congress of Chilpancingo had
declared that “the Mexican nation would profess and recog=
nize no other religion but the catholic one, and would never
permit or tolerate the practice, public or secret of any
other. Also that it would protect with all its energy the
profession of faith, guard the preservation of its purity
and dogmas and would keep the regular bodies (the secu-
lars and the clergy). “In the constitution called Apant-
zingan,” issued in 1814 by the Sovereign Congress of the
‘Insurgents and subscribed by the priest Morelos and other
prominent men of the Independence period, the Catholic
religion was acknowledged and recognized as the only one
to be practised in the nation; foreigners who did not pro-
fess the Catholic religion were not permitted to become
citizens, and it was resolved that citizenship was. forfeited
by the crimes of apostasy and heresy; travellers, in order
to enjoy the protection of the law on their persons and
properties were bound to respeet Catholicism; free speech
and thought was forbidden in what referred to attacks on
the Dogma, and an ordinance was set for the opening and
closing of the polls by the celebration of masses to the
Holy Spirit and for Tedeums; it was ordered that all ec-
clesiastical judges be maintained in their respective offices;
and finally it was ordered that all members of the Supreme
Government, before taking the oath relative to their re=
solve to maintain the constitution and the cause of Inde-
pendence, should be sworn o defend even at the cost of
their blood, the Catholic Apostolic Roman religion. The first
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i he Plan de Iguala, which gs_sureq the tnumph
i?lt%: ﬁfs&rgents, also egstablished religious intolerance in
tavor of Catholicism, expressly declaring, In case any (fne
dared doubt it, that the clergy, both regular and secutgir,
would be maintained in the possession of ils properties
and privileges. Lastly, the same fierce intolerance was
stamped in the Republican Constitution of 1824, anc%ség
the Constitutional Bases and Laws issued in the years 2
and 1836. The Bases, indeed, state that the Mexican 1:11-
tion would profess or protect no other religion but t %
Catholic, Apostolic Roman religion, nor would it pern;:
the profession of any other. And the Constitution of tle
ear ’36, when enumerating the ol‘)‘hga’tlon.s of Nationals,
i’nention; in the first place, that of “professing _the _rehg.lop
of his country,” and expressly preserved ecclesiastic privi-
leges. 3

i ral vears, counting from the fall of the ephe-
mgt'grte?lglpsiizeof Egustin de Iturbide, one of the most at-
tractive and troublesome figures 1n our history, and doubt-
Jess the most difficult on which to pass_judgment, ll\flemco
was merely a wide field for sterile political strugg e; atg-
gravated by the several .attempts which Spain made to .
reconquer her lost possessions. The clergy took advantagg
of this situation in order to develop its resources and e}]ilten
its influence. Its brazenness reached such extremes that a

tain priest applied to the government for authorization
S\?Ei;:h was denied him—to have recourse to wthpu]qg in
order to compel his parishioners t0 obey and serve him!
But the good seed which the North-American and the
French revolutions had planted in the conscience of peo-
le had begun to sprout. The Mexican Liberal Party, which
E)vas the work of chosen spirits who desired to obtain the
development of new ideals for their country‘began to erys-
tallize, slowly but surely. It became understood that t}’le
'ceal obstacle for the progress and development of the Na-
1ticm and the education of the peoples was to be found in
the reactionary party, the one constituted of the clergy and
the so-called aristocracy; and the struggle between the
the retrogrades and the men who aspired to secure great-
ness for their country began in earnest and the couniry

a5 divided into. two camps: the reactionaries—at the l?e-

::'ds ing opposed to emancipation, then imperialists with
?’:ﬁlr"lbidge, afterwards centralists, the same who later sup-
orted dictatorship with Santa-Anna—always clericals and
]IJlatural protectors of the clergy; and the liberal party,
which wanted to establish a Federal Repu.bhc similar to
the North-American one, to _spread education among the
le, to give it ample political and social _llbegty, al{ld
g?}?}i)ni;h the power of the Church by depriving it of its
privileges and forbidding its participation.




No true Mexican is desirous of remembering the extremes
of empoverishment and degradation reached by the coun-
try under Antonio Lopez de Santa-Anna the most hateful
of tyrants, a tragic clown who in his speeches and mani-
festos compared himself to Cincinnatus and Washington
while he called himself “Alteza Serenisima” and plunged
a knife into the breast of the mother-country. None of us
desires to bring to mind the fact that the vanity, ambition,
cupidity and fanaticism of this fatidic man, the powerful
chief of the reactionaries, was the cause, first of the re-
bellion in Texas, and then. of the unjust and unequal war
with the United States by which Mexico lost almost one
half of its territory.

This terrible disaster occasioned by the dictatorship and
the clergy, opened many eyes, until then closed, and neces-
sarily caused the downfall of Santa-Anna and the loss of
prestige of his perverse politics. The revolution started.
Sword in hand, the liberal party succeeded in taking pos-
session of the power, and the bitter and bloody struggle against
clericalism began with the dispossession of property and the
issuance of the celebrated Constitution of 57, copied from the
American constitution, and by means of which the Federal
Republic was instituted, consecrating freedom of thought,
of press, of work and of instruction: proclaiming all the

other rights of man, suppressing privileges, declaring all
men equal before the

_ law, and repressing the ambition and
rapacity of the clergy by the declaration that ecclesiastical

corporations are incapable to administer or

estate, except those buildings directly and immediately
destined to the service and object of their institutions.

The reactionary party turned against these laws furious-
ly and at the cry of “religion y fueros” (religion and -privi-
leges) began the terrible civil struggle called Reform War,
which for years steeped the soil of the republic in blood
and almost caused the loss of the Mexican nationality. The
clericals, overcome on the battlefield, did not hesitate to
search Europe for a scepter to hold sway over the catholic
empire they had planned to establish in Mexico. All the
world knows how that incomparable and slorious epoch
ended, in which the liberal party S
saved the mother country against the united efforts of the
- Mexican fraifors and the troops of Napoleon the Small.

During this struggle, Juarez, Ocampo and the brothers
Lerdo de Tejada dealt to clericalism the tremendous blows
which were embodied in the laws which are known in Mexi-
can history under the significant name of Laws of Reform;
the separation of the Church and the State was decreed.
as well as the nationalization of the clerical property; that
Is to say, it was ordered that all the property owned in the
republic by the regular and secular clergy, reverted to the
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line by line, step by step, drop by drop. The only thing
which will resist the lash of the tempest and the weight of
his ideas, is to follow the earth, weed it unceasingly, culti-
vate it carefully, and resign himself, without losing faith
or enthusiasm, to wait until the small sprout becomes a
plant and finally develops into a budding bush, and to en-
tertain the hope that the latter will become a strong big tree
which will resist the lash of the tempest and the weight of
the centuries.

This is what should have been done in Mexico. For de-
spite the declamations of newspapers and demagogues, SO
abundant in Spanish America, the Mexican people was not
prepared to understand nor ready to take advantage of all
those conquests which are almost at the summit of social
evolution, in so far as can be observed from the depths
of the dark valley in which we are still groping. It was
necessary to prepare the people, to modify it, it was neces-
sary to reiterate the new truths to it. It was necessary {o
guide each of its steps, lighting them incessantly with the
light of reason; it was indispensable to drag it away with
facts and not by mere words, from the claws of fanaticism
and ignorance.

If a man’s behavior would be considered absurd if he
voluntarily exposed his young child to deathly perils claim-
ing that he had instructed him fully and given him valuable
and wise advice, in the same way it is absurd to expect the
mass of the people to free itself of fanaticism while still
being under the influence of the clergy, while the govern-
ment of the republic merely disowned and despised that
institution. It was impossible to close the eyes of the Mexi-
can so that he would not see any idols, watch any soutans,
read any clerical literature; it was impossible to plug his
pars so that he would not hear any more sermons, salves,
rogatives, bells; nor was it possible to stiffen his lips so

that he place no more kisses on the feet of saints, or the
dirty hands of sinners or on the contaminated ornaments
of priests and images; no one could nail his legs so that he
should not bend the knee before the so-called ministers of
the Divine Power or the evil representations of the Supreme
Being; no one could snatch his pocket-book to prevent him
from delivering his money to priests. But it was possible
to silence bells, burn books, stop sermons, place idols out of
the sight and the lips of the Mexican, forbid that venera-
tion of one man for another, prevent those undue worship-
pings, and those spoliations. Unhappily, that is not what
was done. Outside of the principal centres (and not in all
of them) where liberal agrupations existed ready to de-
mand the fulfillment of the Reform Laws, the authorities

did not exact compliance with them, and tolerated and con-
sented to hundreds of daily transgressions on the part of




the clergy. Proof of this slackness may be had in the
numerous and frequent circulars issued by the Federal
Government, wherein, invoking patriotism, it requested and
exhorted the State governors not to permit that the prize
won at the cost of so much blood and suffering, be snatched
from their hands and to have the Laws of Reform obeyed
in full. Yes; the Federal Government had to make this
request, for unfortunately, as it usually happens in the
hour of triumph, many reactionaries, many traitors glided
into the republican liberal ranks, and secured civil employ-
ment, and under menfal restriction, protested the fulfillment
of the laws of the Republic, while they were the first to
disregard and violate them, in person and through their
families. 5

When the gigantic work had just started, when the labor
of reconstructing a country, ruined and devastated by sixty-
six years of bloody struggle, sixty-six years during which
the Independence War, the second war against Spain, the
war with the United States, the war of Reform, the war
against France and the Empire had succeeded each other,
mixed with innumerable civil struggles; when the govern-
ment toiled to solve the serious economic problems, as the
inevitable corollary of such deep and lengthy perturbations,
there appeared on the bloody stage of national politics’ the
somber figure of the sinister man in whose hands the des-
tiny of Mexico was nearly reversed, and who almost made
uscless the incessant and mortal struggle which had been

carried on for almost two-thirds of a century: that man
was Porfirio Diaz.

By his infidelities and by his treasons, he had impeded
the great work of Juarez and embittered the last years of
the noble old man; his ambition, his hypocrisy and his secret

alliance with the men of the re
fall of Sebastian Lerdo de Tejada, that eminent statician,
worthy successor of the Benemerifo de lus Americas, the
last representative of the great Mexican liberals, he who
went to hide his shame and that of all his race, until he
died, in the ample bosom of the free American nation.

Once porfirio Diaz became enthroned in power by means
of violence and deceit, and thanks to the traditional
“cuartelazo” which in Spanish American substituted the
“por gracia de Dois” (by the grace of God) of the European
monarchs, he knew how to keep himself in by means of
the paid bayonets of a corrupled federal army, ready to
draw in blood, as he often did, all start of protest, all at-
tempt at liberation.

We are not going to make here
of the dictatorship of Porfirio D
outside our subject, which is m
the history of Mexico, the wor

actionary party caused the

the history or the criticism
iaz, for we would then be
erely to point out through
k of the clerical party and
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il i i ted against it by
the motives for the serious campaign star
the Constitutionalism. We will say no more _abc(;iut th(;,
man who is now a corpse, the man who had his days o

- glory, who also shed his blood for liberty, but who was

i by ambition and dared to place his own interest
ggﬁ)ﬁid'th}at of the Mother-country. His long Journeg
through our national history has gt least servle .
to show the capabiliies of the Mexican peopre.
how easily it adapts itself to civilization, how, ?eﬁ
in the middle of the asphyxiating moral atmosphere in y lltl‘c
it breathed, it developed material capabilites and idé:u ies
really surprising; how rapidly it became d1sc1pl}1111e gveﬁ
under the dictatorship, and how easily it could gve ee
led through the path of real progress and true freedom.

ianz was well aware of the power of capital and of the
clggf ;\nqu all his policy in order to perpetuate h1mserlf (1111
power, aimed to obtain, first the sympathy, and a{ter\\ ar 3
the frank, decided, manifest co-operation of the ¢ e‘rgy\?n
the “aristocracy,” the two reactionary elements in Mex-
ico. ; ; e
ite all assertions to the contrary, he comes from
1025:%) rimks of the middle class, and by means of alliances,
he became a member of the most opulent and reacthnary
families of the metropolis, and forgetting his counh;i}men,
the indomitahle Oaxaca Indians, at whose head he ha g(})jne
to triumph, he employed years and years in trying to be-
come an “aristocrat” to divine the secret of good m}ann_erif,
in the sumptuous functions, in the palatial homes of the rich-
est families or in the beautiful halls of Chapglt_epec, ?r ]1111
the superb Hall of Embassadors or in the magnificent halls
key Club. S sEed :
Oflglilfe()%ur};uit of an odious “caciquismo, with wh&cg he
substituted the federal republican regime, proclaime dy ﬁ
constitution which existed in name only, he 1%95.;&1';:13WI al
the high posts for his adherents, the rich, fanatical 1 651:11—
cans, and systematically and implacably drove frmrth e
administration all the middle class, the liberal cla?s. of ] tra}i-
ico which had contributed with the endeavout 0 ths 12153?
ligence and with its blood to the restoration of 1he‘ epu 1cﬁ
the class which invariably had marched at the f1 ont‘n}l) a
the enterprises of progress and liberty which have been
enacted in Mexico. : ;
Porfirio Diaz’ work of conquest of the clergy was nﬁqlle
rapid and easier because he was working on a class w tich
has always been a faithful partisan of dicatorships; it
was enough for him to begin what is known by the name
of Policy of Conciliation, and which at the bottom wa?
merely the violent revocation of almost all the Laws }(1)
Reform, all the measures conquered and sanctified by the
blood of so many Mexicans, laws enacted in order to re-.




