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The undersigned cannot consider that the general order which prohibits the
exportation of arms from the United States is the cause that the clearance of
those purchased by Mexico should have been denied ; first, because the date of
the only general order of prohibition which has come to his knowledge and to
that of the merchants of New York is subsequent to-that refusal; secondly,
because subsequently to that refusal, arms have been cleared for other ports
which are not Mexican ports; thirdly, because the honorable Secretary of the
Treasury issued an order to the collector of the custom-house of New York ex-
pressly prohibiting the clearance of the arms referred to, which would have been
entirely useless if there had been a general order forbidding such clearances’;
and fourthly, because the custom-house of New York granted the clearance of
the same arms purchased by Mexico, when it was asked for Quebec ; and when
this government received notice that they would be shipped thence to a Mexi-
can port, it ordered them to be detained and returned to New York. _ \

The honorable Secretary of State will understand that it is not the object of
the undersigned to.solicit that the clearance of arms to Mexico be permitted.
He believed that Mexico had the right to purchase them and export them from
the United States before this government should have recognized the state of
war existing between Mexico and France; but from the moment ‘whcu it de-
clared itself neutral in such war, he only asks that the same principles be ap-
plied to France which with so much rigor were applied to Mexico; even before
such declaration had been made ; for should it not do so, the undersigned will
find himself under the painful necessity of considering the conduct of the gov-
ernment of the United States as but little friendly towards Mexico, and as con-
trary to the obligations which their character of a neutral imposes upon them.

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the honorable
William H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States, the assurances of
his most distinguished consideration.

M. ROMERO.

Hon. WiLriam H. SEWARD, §c., &c., &e.

M. Seward to Mr. Romero.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 7, 1863.

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has the honor to
acknowledge the reception of the note of his excelleney, Mr. Romero, chargé
d’affaives of the republic of Mexico, which bears date of December 20, and
relates to the subject of the clearances of certain articles of merchandise at the
city of New York, alleged by Mr. Romero to have been made on account of
French subjects, for the use of the French government in its war with Mexico.

In the note which the undersigned addressed to Mr. Romero on this subject
on the 15th of December last, and also in an exposition of the same subject
which was made by the Secretary of the Treasury, and which was submitted
to Mr. Romero, it was explained that the clearances of which he complains
were made in conformity with the laws of the United States, and wu_h thef
practical construction of those laws which has prevailed from the foundation of
this government—a period which includes wars, more or less gs‘zneml, thm‘ugh-
out the world, and involving many states situated on the American and Euaro-
pean continents. : o i

The undersigned, after the most carefgl reaﬁm-g of 'Mr. anem.? n_Ot,e’ is
unable to concede that the governmeént of the United States has obliged: itself
to prohibit the exportation of mules and wagons, for .wln?h it has no mlhtm‘ﬁ
need, from its ports, on French account, because, being in a state of war an
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needing for the use of the government all the fire-arms made and found in the
country, it has temporarily forbidden the export of such weapons to all nations.
Nor is it perceived how the treaty between the United States and Mexico, to
which Mr. Romero refers, bears upon the question, since the United States have
not set up, or thought of setting up, any claim that Mexico shall be required to
admit into her ports any- articles of merchandise contraband of war which may
be exported from the United States on French or any other account.

The undersigned is equally unable to perceive the bearing of Mr. Romero’s
allusions to the correspondence which has occurred between this government
and that of Great Britain, in which complaints have been made by the United
States that Great Britain wrongfully and injuriously recognized, as a public
belligerent, an insurrectionary faction which has arisen in this country ; has
proclaimed neutrality between that faction and this government; and has suf-
fered armed naval expeditions to be fitted out in British ports to depredate on
the commerce of the United States in violation of, as was believed, the Queen’s
proclamation and of the municipal laws of the United Kingdom.

The undersigned avails himself of this occasion to renew to Mr. Romero the
assurances of his most distinguished consideration.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.,

Seilor Don MaTiAs RoMERo,
Chargé d’ Affaires of the Mezican Republic, Waskington, D. C.

Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward.
[Translation. ]

Mexican LeeaTtion 1 THE UNrTED STATES OF AMERICA,
: Washington, January 14, 1863.

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexican States, has had
the honor of receiving, to-day, the note which, under date of the 7th instant,
the Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States of
America, was pleased to address to him in regard to the clearance, from ports
of the United States, of articles contraband of war, purchased by emissaries of
the French army invading Mexico, for the use of that army.

Although the undersigned, in compliance with his duty, has left the deter-
mination of this delicate affair to his government, as he has informed the honor-
able Secretary of State, he thinks he is bound to make some observations
which oceur to him, in view of the argument contained in the note that he has
just received from the Department of State of the United States.

The honorable Secretary of State says that he has not been able to perceive
what congruency there is between the articles mentioned by the undersigned in
his note of December 20, 1862, of the treaty which binds Mexico and the United
States to each other, and the present question, * since the United States have
not set up, or thought of setting up, any claim that Mexico shall be required to
admit into her ports any articles of merchandise contraband of war which may
be exported from the United States on French, or any other, account.”s As,
in the opinion of the undersigned, there can be no doubt that the present ques-
tion is regulated by the stipulations which have been mentioned, he requests
the honorable Secretary of State to permit him again to refer to them.

The undersigned has maintained that the exportation from the United States
of articles contraband of war, purchased by emissaries of the French army in-
vading Mexico for the nse of that army, is illegal according to the stipulations
of the treaty of friendship, commerce, and navigation concluded between Mexico
and the United States on the 5th of April, 1831. Article 16 declares legal the
most ample liberty of commerce and navigation between the two countries, and

x
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article*18 provides that such liberty of navigation and commerce is not extended
to articles contraband of war. If, therefore, the traffic in these articles 1s ille-
gal, it is the duty of the government of the United States not to authorize it;
and in granting to it the same liberty and the same franchises as to the traffic in
articles of lawful commerce, this government fails to comply with one of the
obligations imposed on it by said treaty.

Nor has the honorable Secretary of State discovered any similarity between
this case and that which appears in the recently published correspondence be-
tween this government and that of Great Britain, to which the undersigned
referred in his said note of the 20th of' December last, expressing his surprise
that the government of the United States should deem it just to demand from
the government of Grreat Britain what it is unwilling to concede to that of Mexico,

It is true that what the United States have chiefly complained of against the
British government is the fitting out at and sailing from British ports of naval
expeditions organized by the Insurrectionary States, with which the United
States are now at war; but this government has not limited itself to asking
the British government not tv permit the fitting out and sailing of guch expedi-
tions ; it has gone further. It has demanded that it should not permit the
purchase and exportation from British ports of articles contraband of war in-
tended for insurrectionary States, which is exactly what the undersigned has
thought he had a right to demand of this government. :

Lord Russell, in replying on the 10th of May, 1862, to a note which on the
8th of the same month had been addressed to‘him by the minister of the United
States aceredited near the British government, in which he had proposed that
the statute of George IV, of 3d July, 1819, which prohibits the enlistment of
British subjects in armies of belligerent powers, when Great Britain is neutral,
might be amended, said what will be found on page 93 of the diplomatic cor-
respondence annexed to the annual message of the President of the United
States of the 1st of December, 1862, which is entirely the same position in
which the government of the United States has desired to place itself with
respect to Mexico, and which is as follows : “ The foreign enlistment act is.in-
tended to prevent the subjects of the crown from going to war when the sove-
reign is not at war. * * * In these cases (enlistment in a belligerent
army and the fitting out of vessels) the persons so acting would carry on war,
and thus might engage the name of their sovereign and of their nation in bel-
ligerent operations. But owners and freighters of vessels carrying warlike
stores do nothing of the kind. If captured for breaking a blockade or carrying
contraband of war to the enemy of the captor, they submit to capture, are tiied,
and condemned to lose their cargo.” * * *

Mr. Adams replied to Lord Russell on the 12th of the said month of May,
(page 94,) as follows: “The position which I did mean to takeis this: that the
intent of the enlistment act, as explained by the words of its preamble, was to
prevent the tnauthorized action of subjects of Great Britain, disposed to embark
in the contests of foreign nations, from involving the country in the risk of a
war with these countries. This view of the law does not seem to be materially
varied by your lordship. When speaking of the same thing you say that the
Jaw applies to cases where ‘private persons so acting would carry on war, and
thus might engage the name of their sovereign and .of their nation in belligerent
operations.” It is further shown by that preamble, that that act was an addi-
tional act of prevention, made necessary by experience of the inefficiency of
former acts passed to effect the same object.

«But it it now made plain that whatever may have been the skill with which
this latest act was drawn, it does not completely fulfil its intent, because it i8
very certain that many British subjects are now engaged in undertakings of &

hostile character to a foreign state, which, though not technically within the

strict letter of the enlistment act, are as much contrary to its spirit as if they
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levied war directly. Their measures embrace all the operations preliminary to
openly camrying on war—the supply of men and ships and arms and money to
one party, in order that they may be the better enabled to overcome the other,
which other is in this case a nation with which Great Britain is now under
treaty obligations of the most solemn nature to maintain a lasting peace and
friendship.” > * * * x * *

This is exactly what the undersigned has solicited since the discussion of this
affair began, in the note which he addressed to the Department of State on the
10th of December last. ;

This view of the question is not exclusive to Mr. Adams: the honorable Sec-
retary of State, in the despatch which he addressed to the minister of the United
States at London, on the 2d of June, 1862, (page 108,) adopts if entirely jn
saying to him as follows: “There has just now fallen into our hands a very
extraordinary document. being a report made by Caleb Huse, who calls himself
a captain of artillery, and who is. an agent of the insurgents in Europe for the
purchase of arms, munitions of war, and military supplies, which have been
shipped by him in England and elsewhere, in the mad attenipt to overthrow the
federal Union. Tt reveals enough to show that the complaints you have made
to Earl Russell fell infinitely short of the real abuses of neutrality which have
been commiited in Great Britain in the very face of her Majesty’s government.”

* e * e * * * %

Tn writing those lines it seems the honorable Secretary of State had forgotten
the doctrine which he now says is “conformable to the laws of the United
States, and to the practical application of those laws which has prevailed since
the foundation of this government.” '

Among the so-called authorities which have governed the course of the hon-
orable Secretary of the Treasury, and which were submitted to the undersigned,
and have again been referred to by the honorable Secretary of State, is the fol-
lowing fragment of the instructions communicated by Mr. Webster to Mr.
Thompson, on the Sth of July, 1642, that is as follows :

« As to advances, loans, or donations of meney or goods, made by individuals
to the government of Texas or its citizens, the Mexican government needs not
to be informed that there is nothing unlawful in this, so long as Texas is at
peace with the United States, and that there are things which no government
undertakes to restrain.”

This sentence, which in the opinion of the government of the United States
is an authority that may be applied to Mexico with the same rigor as if’ it were
an article of the international code, loses all its force when it concerns the United
States. A while ago the consul of the United States at Liverpool learned that
in that city a subscription was being raised of £40,000 to assist the insurgents
of this country, to whom England had conceded all the rights of belligerents.
Instead of the honorable Secretary of State sceing in this transaction a matter
<in which there was nothing unlawful, so long as England was at peace with
the southern States, and one of those things which no government thinks of pro-
hibiting,” he addressed, under date of the 1st of May, 1862, (page 78,) a de-
spatch to Mr. Adams, recommending him t0 call the attention of Lord Russell
to the transaction. Evidently the honorable Secretary of State did not propose
that Mr. Adams should speak to Lord Russell of this affair with a view of ap-
proving of it and of manifesting that there was nothing unlawful in it, but that
he should request the English government to apply a remedy to this want of
neutrality.

In the archives of the United States, as in those of other nations, there are
opposite opinions on all questionable points; even on those which can l;ftrdly
be a subject of discussion. In the present case, it seems to the undersigned
that the honorable Secretary of the Treasury has only collected those authori-
{ies which do not favor the just cause of Mexico. The undersigned might pre-
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sent, in support of his good right, another list of American authorities more
numerous and more weighty than those which appear to have induced the hop- M. Seward to Mr. Rankin.
orable Secretary of the T'reasury to concede to France what separates the United ; Telecr
States from that neutrality which they declare that they wish to observe in the Lsieer
war between Mexico and the Emperor of the French. DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

The honorable Secretary of State is pleased to inform the undersigned that Washington, January 15, 1863.
the prohibition against exporting arms from the ports of the United States, Your telegram of the 14th has been received. Subjoined is a copy of an ex-
which was first adopted to the prejudice of Mexico only, and which afterwards ecutive order of the 30th November last, which will serve as an answer to your

. became general, is a temporary measure. The opinion which the undersi gned inquiry.
holds respecting the motives which have induced the government of the United
States to prohibit the exportation of arms to Mexico—an opinion founded on Ira P. RANKIN,
undeniable facts—would fail to be justified if the prohibition against exporting Collector of Customs, San Francisco.
arms will be raised when, on account of the French having occupied or block-
aded the whole coast of Mexico, it would be entirely impossible to! introduce
arms into the republic.

The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the honorable Exzcutive Mansioy,
William H. Seward, Secretary of State of the United States, the assurances of Washingtor City, November 20, 1862.
his most distinguished consideration.

WILLIAM H. SEWAR]j.

L Ordered, That no arms, ammunition, or munitions # war be cleared or al-
M. ROMERO. lowed to be exported from the United States until further order. That any
clearances of "arms, ammunition, or munitions of war issued heretofore by the
Treasury Department be vacated, if the articles have not passed without the
United Btates, and the articles stopped. That the Secretary of War hold pos-
session of the arms, &c., recently seized by his order at Rouse’s Point, bound
for Canada.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwarp, &¢., &c., §r.

ABRAHAM LINCOLN.
Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,  Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward.
Washington, January 17, 1863. [Translation.]

The undersigned, Secretary of State of the United States, has liad the honor
to receive the note which was addressed to him on the 14th instant by Mr.
Romero, concerning the action of the Treasury Department in relation to ship-
ments of goods at New York for Mexican ports.

The undersigned, while seeing no cause further to expatiate upon the reasons

Mexican LeeaTioN IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMRRICA,
Waushington, January 20, 1863.

The undersigned, chargé d’affaires of the United Mexican States, has the
honor to address himself to the Hon. William H. Seward, Secretary of State of
; I i E Eaa il i the United States of America, to inform him that he has received a communica-
e e e el o d e - A
. : WILLI “i H. SEWARD now sojourning in New York, and of which he encloses a copy. From this

S A communication it appears that the custom-house at New York refuses to clear,
for the port of Sisal, a cargo of powder, lead, and flint-stones, intended to sus-
tain the war which the government of Yucatan is waging against the revolted
Indians of that peninsula,

*  As all that has come to the knowledge of the undersigned is, that the expor-
tation of arms to Mexico is the only thing which the government of the United
States has prohibited up to this time, he could not less than be surprised at

p : seeing that the prohibition is being extended to the other articles contraband

Mr. Rankin to Mr. Seward. of war which Mexico is in want of, even though she does not intend to make

[Telegram. ] use of them in the war which the republic is sustaining against the Emperor of
the French.
San Franocisco, January 14, 18683. The undersigned would be thankful to the honorable the Secretary of State
French consul desires me to prevent shipment of contraband goods to Mexico. if he would be pleased to inform him, if it be possible, whea:t are ﬂ‘m artlcl?s, be-
Shall I comply? If yes, what articles deemed contraband? sides arms, the exportation of which to the ports of Mexico, which are in the
IRA P. RANKIN, Collector. possession of the authorities of the républie, this government has prohibited. !
Hon. WirLiam H. SEwarp, The undersigned would also be pleased to know if the honorable the Secretary
. Secretary of State, of State would have the goodness to inform him whether this government pro-
poses to cléar, or not, the cargo to which the said letter of Mr. Camara refers.
H. Ex. Doe. 11 3

Sefior MaTias RoMERO, &c., §e., §.
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The undersigned avails himself of this opportunity to renew to the Hon. W,
H. Seward, Secretury of State of the United States, the assurances of his most
distinguished consideration.

M. ROMERO.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaRrD, §¢., &c., §c.

[Translation. ]
New YORK, January 17, 1863.

Hoxorep Sik: I, the undersigned, a Mexican citizen, a native and a merchant of Yuca-
tan, at the present time sojourning in this city for the purpose of commercial pursuits, as is
customary, most respectfully do make known to you that I have been much surprised that
the custom-house in this place should not permit me to ship, in either an American ora
foreign vessel, a small quantity of powder, lead, and flint-stones, which my copsignees in
this city, Messrs. Riera & Théband, merchants thereof, have endeavored to ship for my
account on an English vessel, and destined to Sisal, for the use of that state. You cannot
but know, sir, that we have no other means of supplying ourselves with these articles, unless
it be from the United States, whence they bave always been carried, and at the same time
you know that in our coustry it is indispensable to us to have powder and other articles of
war, owing most especially to the desolating war now being carried on against us by the
rebellious Indians. Independently of these considerations we have to call your attention to
the fact that, while we are prevented from a lawful trade in these articles of war, it is said
they have permitted here the exportation of effects for the French, who are actually waging
war against our republic. i D :

My aforesaid consignees have written upon the subject to the War Department at W ash-
ington, offering to give a security until we shall send a certificate from Yucatan, in which it
is certified that these articles have been landed in, and are for the use of, that country, and
to the said letter, of which I enclose you a copy, no answer has as yet been received. A
disposition so arbitrary and illegal, preventing the shipment of certain articles to Mexico,
not only does injury to the different states of the republic, by depriving them of the revenues
which these articles would produce, and neeessary to their consumption, but, in a very direct
manner, to the commerce und government of Yucatan, which requires them to oppose the
rebellious Indians. I do not see what lawful objection there is to prevent a traffic guaranteed
by the treaties which exist between the two countries; and considering that my reasons are
well founded, and that your co-operation in this case is made necessary, I take the liberty to
request you to take the trouble to attend to this, my petition, with the least possible delay,
inasmuch as the vessel which will carry my invoice is now being loaded, by applying for
this purpose to the War Department to obtain the permission for shipping these effects hence
for Yucatan, with the guarantee, if they desire it, of the respectable signatures of Messrs.
Riera & Thébaud, as has been done in other similar cases.

The interest you may take in this matter, as our worthy representative, is the only means
of favorably settling this business for us, and I do not doubt that you will be pleased to
extend your protection to me. . :

In the event of your needing my address, you will address me to the care of Messrs. Riera
& Thébaud, and meanwhile I have the honor to place myself at your service.

Your very obedient servant,
J CAMILO CAMARA.

Senior Dox M. ROMERO,

Minister from the Mezican Republic, in Washington.

Mpr. Seward to Mr. Romero.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, January 21, 1863.

Sir: In reply to your note of yesterday expressing surprise at the refusal of
the custom-house authorities to clear for the port of Sisal a cargo of powder,
lead, and flint-stones, and desiring to be informed what are the articles the ex:
portation of which has been prohibited by this government, I have the honor 0
state that, on the 20th November last, an executive order from the President of
the United States directed *that no arms, ammunition, or munitions of war be
cleared or allowed to be exported from the United States until further order.”

. located at Sonora, Mexico, whereof W. Randal
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T am not aware that this order has been relaxed or reseinded,
ceive the propriety or expediency of remitting it under e
I avail, &e., &e,, .

nor do I per-
xisting circumstances.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Sefior MaTIas RomEero, &e., &e., &e.

General Canby to Mr. Seward.

‘ WAR DEPARTMENT,
- . Washington City, February 17, 1864.
Sik: The Secretary of War instructs me $o submit to you the enclosed letter
and accompaniments from T. Lemmen Meyer, San Franciseo, soliciting, for
himself and others, permission to ship blasting powder from that port for the
use of designated mines in Mexico, and to request the exprcséion of yo,ur opin-
ion upon the propriety and expediency of granting the privilege asked for
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 3 : :

ED. R. S. CANBY,
e 5 Brigadier General, A. A. G.
The SECRETARY OF STATE,

Washington, D. C.

BMr. Meyer to Mr. Stanton.

SAN Fraxcisco, January 16, 1864,

Sie: I breg to accompany two petitions, signed by me, entreating you to allow the ex-
_pctrtantar‘ll of r]'?t certain amount of powder for the use of two mines in Mexico in which T am
interested. The damages that would accrue from the want of powder are so well known to

your honor that I abstain from mentioning them, and I will limit m T 2

of ot ocenpying your valuable time, thatgthe. French consul in thisy{fi(:g {ﬁtigif’n%*o%g:{%ﬁ

to its exportation, and the French minister in your city consenting to it, (as he wif! most

likely do,) the only party which, in my opinion, remains with the right to either allovw or

prohibit its exportation is the United States government, . R d
Allow me to offer you, honorable sir, my most sincere respects.

Hon. EDwWIN M. STANTON, b D

Secretary of the United States War Department, Waskington, D. C.

selali g ; SaN FRANCISCO, January 16, 1864.
AR BIR: Most respectiully and earnestly do we request of you permissi
i ¥ anc estl ‘ f ssion to make
monthly shipments of twenty kegs of blasting powder to the * Ag‘ug Graﬁde "’ copper mine
i ) v Lis superiutendent. Said blasting or mining
p?nd?_r to be in kegs, holding 25 pounds each, purchased from Edward H. I.-garker‘ Saﬁ
Franeisco, agent of the Hazard Powder Cempany, New York, and to be shipped by us to

the port of Guaymas, Mexi 'd the s N e Naa ! it
o éoiladay’:ﬂﬁﬁé.m- Mexico, on board the steamer Sierra Nevada, or John L. Stephens, of

If in the affirmative, please answer by teleoraph.
Yours respectfully,
3y IN MEYER
Hon. Epwin M. STANTON, et o X B
Secretary of the U. 8. War Department, Washington City, D. C.
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Note by the Department of State.

Permits were also requested from the “;'ar Dclmrt.mont, in lette}'s nf_ th‘e 53'1.113
tenor as the foregoing, to make monthly shipments ot powder to mines in Mexico
and Lower California, by the parties whose names appear annexed, and which
letters are dated January 15 and 16, 1864. : s i

T. LemmeN MevErR—Twenty kegs for Panuoa silver mine, in Sinaloa,
M%.KJ:;.BEN‘TLL;Y & (‘.0._'Eighl_\j kegs for G uad;}lupc .-'i_l\'er_mine, in Ci\lih.l}.ahqa,
Mexico. Twenty kegs for Bella Vista gf)}d and E.tll\‘(fl.' mine, }n I,ﬁn wer (;fillt01;r1‘1a.

Ecerrs & Co.—Ten kegs for Ida sﬂ_ver mine, in Lower (,alllfurm‘a. r{‘en
kegs for Henriette and Sophie gold and 511;.-'01.‘ mine, in Lower (alifornia. Ten
kegs for El Tesoro silver mine, in Lower California.

Myr. Seiwcard to Mr. Romero.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, February 19, 1864.

Sir : I bave the honor to communic:uu_heretf'iih a copy of a lt_‘ttm“a%tr]lr?ssl;e&
to me on the 17th instant, under instructions from the Secretary of all, by
Brizadier General Canby, together with a copy of the papers referred to, re atllﬁg
to "bn application from Mr. T. L. Meyer, of San Francisco, for permission to ship

blastine powder, intended for mining purposes, from that port to Mazatlan.
some bhlasting pow g ng p : i e
Under existing circumstances I conceive it necessary that such an apﬁ) catio
i igere rer rity in
should first be submitted to the belligerent powers now (1§.rc1a1nge;:&tlt:tivz -
Mexico, and beg therefore to refer the subject to you as the represeniative
one of those powers.

LR WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Sofior MaTiAs RoMERO, §r., §c., §r.

Myr. Romero to Mr. Seward.
[Translation. ]

MexicaN LEGATION To THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, :
Washington, February 20, 1864.
Mr. SecreETARY: I have received the note which, u_nder yt:sturday’rﬁ: datte,
your excellency was pleased to address to me, accom?mnud by a con}mm}‘tcatl?i
gent to you by Brigadier General C.-m})y, t?gctlzcr w1t‘h various c]oples 0 E'];Psli)gu
cations made by Mr. T L. Meyer, nf‘ .?:m Francisco, Cal}i‘m‘nm,.t‘:ai} Pénm-’mas
may be accorded tol him to ship mining gunpowder to the ports of Lruaymas,
a Paz, and Mazatlan.
Lleo?:L’cjnsider that, under existing circumstances, it s neceseary fof1 )yotu ﬁ:
recur * to the belligerent powers exercising authority in Mexico, 1_11'01(fcr 0 /
me to a decision on this point, and, as the representative ot one 0
are pleased to ask for my opinion. 3
s ally any opiniouyoupthis occasion as t0 the necessity
of consulting both belligerent _parties, \Yhic!x in you}" Jud%—mcnt eu;tﬂ\,vi:ll;ia::g;;
there may be question of the 111‘:!'0{111(:11071 into Mexico of an}:_a.rtgF f T
serve the uses of warfare, and falling back upen what, in this respect,

ready to co
those powers, are p
Without expressing form
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had the honor to state to you on other occasions, I must now say that, for my
part, I do not think there can be any impropriety in carrying to the ports indi-
cated the mining gunpowder to which these applications refer.
I avail of this epportunity to reiterate to you the assurances of my very dis-
tinguished consideration.
M. ROMERO.
Hon. WirLLiam H. Sewarbp, §¢., &c., §c.

No. 3—Intervention in New Granada.

Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward..........._._ ...
Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero...... ...
Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward.... .. ..

e fiicoswsEMarch 19, 41863;
Lo oo Marehi20, 863
---- ----March 21, 1863.

Mr. Romere to My. Seward.

[Translation. ]

Mexican LEGATION IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, March 19, 1863.

Mr. SecRETARY: Among the diplomatic correspondence which accompanies
the message which the President addressed to the 37th Congress of the United
States, dated December 1, 1862, and of which I seasonably transmitted a copy
to the government of Mexico, there are documents relating to a subject which
has attracted its attention in a very special manuer, and respecting which I have
received instructions to submit its views to the government of the United States.

The Mexican government, which has always considered as an indispensable
condition for the preservation of the independence and autonomy of the American
nations the keeping out of them the interveition of the European powers in
their domestic affairs, and which, in order to maintain this sacred principle intact
to-day, finds itself involved in a most gigantic war with one of the most powerful
and most warlike nations of Europe, cannot see with indifference the events ac-
curring in other portions of the American continent, and from which there may:
regult, sooner or later, an European intervention in these countries.

The fates of the nations of America are hound together in such a manner that
if the encroachments of the despots of Europe should succeed in one of them, it
would scarcely-be possible to prevent their being extended to all of them. Upon
this subject the opinion of the government of Mexico is in full accord with the
traditional policy of the United States.

In the opinion of the government of Mexico, the result could have been none
other than that of an European intervention, if the proposal which the United
States made in June last to the cabinets of St. James and the Tuilleries, to send
land forces to the isthmus of Panama, with a view of protecting the neutrality
of the isthmus, had been accepted by the governments of Great Britain and
France. -

Events have come to demonstrate, in a manuer which does not admit of reply,
that neither the tranquillity of that region was changed, nor its transit inter-
rupted, because of its occupation by the forces of General Mosquera, who, at that
time, was already in possession of Bogota, the capital of New Granada, and who
had overthrown the constitutional government of that confederation.




