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only to Seaor Maneyro, but to an ulnhu of pers and I am surprised that there are only
ve accused included in this indictment, t s s to have received a letter from Sefior
Del Rio in order to be a promoter lisorders and of public disturbances; he not only
wrote to Messrs. Montluc, Rodriguez, an Maneyro—he wrote also to M, Demontel, to a
brother of Sefior eyro, who is consul at B aux, to the principal editor of the Chari-
 the mention of which here I ask to be excused ; it is by no means my intention
it. BSenor Del Rio likewise wrote to the editor of Le Nord newspaper ; what is
more, he wrote to Don Joaguin de Errazu. Whence, it appears that he wrote to any per
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tion, :i-rl"\-“.' were conf wted on the way) cannot, 1atever be their (nm[unh
those who neither kept them nor sought for them. If it has been thought proper to act
in a decided way in regard to Sefior Maneyro, it is doubtless because he is a consul, and
because h ived and sent official documents appertaining to his government. But the
conjunction of three actions, innocent in themselves, as I have already demonstrated, can-
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EIGN RELATIONS AND OF (GOVERNMENT,
San Luis Potosi, August 15, 18635.
| repeated outrages committed by the government of Napo
le I against the r f the ic and » law of nati he himself has j
authorized still further indignities, most rorthy in their petty malice inst the con-
suls; Messrs. Montluc and Maneyro—the one a g ral of France, the other a private indi-
vidual of the port of Havre—both appointed by the government of Mexico, and in the per-
exercise of their functions, by virtue of the which e  had be ven to them by
thé imperial government. ; 3 ]
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mockery and a jest of the consul, of his exequatur, and of his protests. To such exploits of
force there was added a wicked unjust trial, commenced and sustained against
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, February 20, 1864.
Mr. SecrETARY : With the object of communicating to the government of
the United States authentic information upon the important ])!-lIl[.l{‘!ll events of
which the Mexican republic is at this time the theatre, I have the honor to send




252 MEXICAN AFFAIRS,

to you a copy in English of the documents mentioned in the index annexed, and
which relate to what has been called the establishment of monarchy in Mexico.

In the report which Mr. Saligny, minister of France in Mexico, gave to
General Forey, the 16th June, 1863, upon the organization of a provisional gov-
ernment in that country, it is declared in the face of the world that the city of
Mexico, which (111]_\-‘ containg two hundred thousand {?_’fl[_]_()il(]) inhabitants, is of
more importance than the entire republie, which contains a population of more
than eight millions, and that what should be determined upon in that city
\ #lilnlmsilt_‘; it to be the gpontaneous voice of its inhabite nise) should be con-
sidered as obligatory on the whole nation. The no les ange declaration is
also made that the indigenous population of Mexico—that is, almost two-thirds
of the inhabitants Ilit-l‘r are in the republic—eannot have any political rights,
and to this time are refused the character of men and Mexicans.

In conformity with the report of Mr. Saligny, General Forey issued, on the
said 16th June, that is, only six days after the French army entered the city of
Mexico, a decree which provided that a junta of thirty-five persons name d by
him, at the s ion of Mr. Saligny, should elect other three persons, who
ghould constitnute the executive authority; and that, ~113u~w]w~.;. , this ghould
associate to itzelf other two hundred and fifteen inc luals ..i]\'u named ]r\
General Forey, to form the Assembly of Notables, for the purpose of designating
the form of government which should be adopted.

On the 18th of said month of June General Forey issued another decree, in
which he nppc»inir*d the so-called members of what*was called the Superior
Junta of government, selecting them from among the persans most addieted to
ultra conservative prinei 1114 s.

Thezge indiv 1(111.1]~ designated the traitors Juan Nepomuseno Almonte, Pel:
Antonio de Sabaslida, and José Mariano de Salos, to exercise the executive
power, and afterwards took up the organization of 111‘- Ju of Notables,
‘\_hhull“h only two 131}4][111 d and i[l||(’;] persons werc nee ded to fill up that

body, there was great difficulty, and several days were pas in completing
11

the .mmh‘r. which was at last mot comp leted. he wL dled Assembly of

Notables appointed a committee that should decide upon the form of government
which should be adopted in Mexico; and the individuals who constituted it,
who knew beforehand what they were to propose, after lowering their country

to such a degree as to picture it as in worse condition than the tribes of Cafires,

in a report which was written in disparagement of the Mexican name, and of

lasting reproach to its authors, proposed, for instance, that which it was well
known, f'l'um the time the expedition left the shores of France, they were to
propose—that is, the monarchy and the Archduke Maximilian of Austria.

The :‘.r.‘n.ﬂ.l_\._ which had no will of its own, did not know how to act, not
even with the precautions necessary to gloss over appearances, and almost with-
out discussion '-Liuluix-ti unanimously, on the same day, the dictation of the com-
mittee, by determining, so that there ghould be no doubt that the will of the
Emperor of the Fre mch controlled it, that if the archduke did not accept the
crown, his Majesty should name the l:ll‘l(l who should occupy the throne.

It was by this faree, then, that Ilu French government accomplished what it
]md 80 repea 1ted 1\ llnhl. d-to that of the United States on the score of its pre-
tended wish not to force the Mexicans to aceept any government, but leave them
to establish that which they should think most suitable. So illy played was
the farce which the Krench agents presented to the city of Mexico that, even,
neither the French government nor the Grand Duke Maximilian considered it
as satisfactory; and in degree, as they could do no less than recognize the 1111111
fact that the decision of the so-called notables did not express the will of the
country, they thought it necessary, merely to save appearances, to require other
formalities, which cannot but be farces as transparent as the election by the
notables. The French government has assured that of the United States at a
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recent period that the pu;-ul * suffrage would be required throughout the
re ]nu!x]ll.‘ on the que stion of the form of f."“\‘i'l‘llﬂ}wﬂ{' to be established, at the
same ‘time that it was giving out that the monarchy was solidly and perma-
nently established, as is deducible from the discourses pronounced by the organs
of that government in the legislative body in the diseussion of the affairs of
_\_lflxin:ri that took place in th sembly at the close of Jannary last past.
This wnn]:!. however, be a point of less importance, because the assurances
given by the French government fall short of fulfilment. The measure which
it is intended substitute for universal suffrage, in order to discover what is
publie opini i lo 8o in 111;1 s oceupied by the French troops; it is true
they carry acts \\h'rl! persons under intimidation affirm, or, by ii]lmw up with
fictitions names, deelarations in favor of monarchy and of the Archduke Maxi-
milI:m._ The French governme nt makes believe that the occupation of the
Mexiean villages by the French army is necessary to the free m;prc.—‘r'jnn of
their votes; therefore, on the :mqnmrm sst such villaoes by French bayonets, it
calls it “freeing them from the tyranny of Juarez,” and forgets that at the same
instant it is declaring in the face of the world, and its agents are proclaiming,
that the constitutional President of the Mexican republie is a wande ring fugitive,
that the national army has been entirely destroyed, and that there no longer
remains ow even of the national governme nt. :

In a separate note I will explain to you in what manner this intrigue of the
French government has been received l-v the Mexican 11..1.01 and what are the
demonstrations to which it has given place: I will here onl y indicate that the
r'm:im:.:f government and permanent deputation of the Mexican congress, the
genuing representation of the nation, prote m xd against that intrigne in “the man-
ner you w ill see in the documents annexed, (Nos. 11 and 12.)

I avail of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my most

distinguished consideration.

s M. ROMERO.
Hon. WiLLiam H. SEwaARD, &
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the crown of Mexico, October 5. 2
Reply of the archduke, October 5.
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July 22
IGNO. MARISCAL,
WasniNaroN, February 20, 1864.
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SUPERIOR JUNTA OF GOVEENMENT AND ASSEMBLY OF NOT/
Cemmunication from the Emperor’s minister

Mextco, June 16, 1863.

GexeraL: The succes advaniages ! . French army over the troops of {hc
énemy have definitively decided tke of the M n nation. The govel ment, whiu_h
a few days ago occupied the capital of the republic not I‘Jl‘\"r'.iEL'l'i\tl-ll_' :11'|i\.-1_1=e1u1'u }:L‘IS
city of the soldiers who have overthrown the strongest bulwark of 1ts ﬂrsl_wt'.k-nLﬁ Your
columns had scarcely commenced their movements to march from Puebla upon Mexico,
when the government of Juarez, understanding that all resistance was _TI:L']:.'ES. e\'al_cuateq
the capital with the remnants of its vanqnished and demoralized army, ieu\_m;.;; behind, as
records of its stay, the traces of those shameful spoliations and of that abominable tyranny
which constifuted its sole rule of conduct.

Providence, which has so often made use of the flag of France to fiﬁli‘\‘cl' and _rega-}wrntg
nations humbled by despotism, reserved to it also the glory of arresting )._{t‘mgu in the
headlong career which was rapidly co g her to utter ruin by the dilapidation of her
resourees and the sale of her riches 5 to strangers. A few years more of this unex-
ampled disorder, which has caused the intervention of the armies of the n_Id colmz;—eut, and
there would remain of this country, thrice the size of France, but some few precincts that
might have resisted the dissolving action of this coirupt and corrup government : the
Mexican republic would 3 ¥

The eagles of France have Brought to this land, abysmed in the revolutionary whirlpool,
the kindly sentiments of the Emperor towards this unfortunate people, and hope has been
reborn in all hearts. Alone among all, an infamous faction, which, under a name of which
it was unworthy, domineered ov means of terror, bas in its turn _t“rc'mb;cd
before the intervention. It has fled before that banner which is the symbol of civilization
and justice. ; )

Shall I consider it nece 7, zeneral, to prove what I have asserted? The symp.athlzmg
acclamations which ‘bave saluted your entry into the capital of Mexico, that triumphal
march of our valiant army beneath an abundant shower of flowers, those crowns thrown
in profusion to the conguerors of San Lorenzo, Puebla, and other well-known {iel_ds of
combat—are not all th sufficient to testify the sentiments of the immense majority of
the people towards the deliverers of Mexico? The perfect order which has ceased at no
time for a single moment to reign in the capital gince the flight of the fallen government—
does not it say with more force than any possible amount of reasoning, that this people, so
long faticued and weary, is now in need of repose to heal the wounds inflicted upon 1ts
industry and prosperity? Now, from the generous initiative of Trance, Mexico hopes for
the means to secure the first steps in her social regeneration and to prepare the way tor_the
permanent establishment that 35 to dry up the sources of the evils which she has suffered
up to this time. i s

These aspirations of a whole people, general, cannot be ignored, and it is to give them
the satisfaction which they demand, and at the same time to carry out the ber.e.\'oitnt_
intentions of the Emperor towards the Mexican nation, that I lay before you the .re_sults of
the deep study which I have made of the situation of the country, of its necessities, and
of the means which appear to me proper to attain the object which France proposes to
herself—that is to say; reorganization of the government—to the end that the nation,
reflecting upon itself, may, in all freedom and by the organ of its most intelligent citizens
and those who enjoy the most consideration, make known the form' of government most
suitable to it. .

It is not possible to convoke a general congress to deliberate on the grave questions now

The state of the country does not yet permit the representatives of the great
ates to receive any call made to them for this purpese.

Neither conld we think of making the Indian population participate in this act, so
important for the Mexican nation. That part of the people, so worthy of interest in every
respect, has been hitherio excluded from public affairs, and would not understand either
its gravity or its conseqnences. A ]

The capital, in which there is not a single state not represented by its most 1”115‘”11)1"5‘
citizens, reckons about 200,000 inhabitants. It contains a considerable number of men
distinguished for their intelligence, and accustomed to political life and public affairs.
Moreover, it is in the capital that that government has weighed m heavily which has
just fallen. On this great populati 1en, it is incumbent, under nt circumstances,
to know the best way to conclude the era of periodic revolutions, of ch Mexico has been
the theatre for more than half a century.
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I propose to you, then, general, to decvee that a Superior Junta, composad of thirty-five
citizens, chosen from among the most honorable of this great city, should be charged with
the following powers : :

1. To nominate three Mexican citizens, who should constitute the executive power, and
two substitutes for those high functions in case of the absence or impediment of the proper
incumbents,

2. To elect two hundred and fifteen members chosen from among the citizens of Mexico,
to form, in conjunction with the members of the Superior Junta, the Assembly of the
Notables, to whom shall be intrusted the duty of determining upon the permanent form
of the government of Mexico, and deliberating upon such other questions as may be sub-
mitted to them.

3. To settle the salaries to be paid to the members of the executive department of the
government. ;

The Superior Junta shall be divided into various committees to deliberate on the affairs
of the different ministers. A general meeting will be called by its president, as often as
the questions presented to it demand such a step.

The presidents and secretaries of the Superior Junta and of the committees, as well as
those of the Assembly of Notables, shall be named by those bodies in their first meeting
after organization. This first duty shall be directed by the president, who sball be the
oldest member in each assembly or committee, accompanied by the two youngest members,
is the quality of secretaries.

The members of the Superior Junta and those of the Assembly of Notables shall have no
salary.

The duration of the first session of the Assembly of Notables shall be five days. It may
be prorogued by the executive power.

Such are, general, the provisions contained in the constitutional deeree, which is annexed;,
and which I request you to sign if you see proper to approve of it.

Accept, general, the assurance of my high consideration.

A. DE SALIGNY.
General Forey,
General of Division, Senalor of France, Commander-in-chizf of the expeditionary army in Mexico*

No. 2. {
Decree in reference to the formation of @ Superior Junta of government and of an Assembly of Notables.

THE GENERAL OF DIVISION, SENATOR OF FRANCE, COMMANDER-IN -CHIEF OF THE EXPEDITIONARY
CORPS IN MEXICO.

Considering that it is expedient to organize the public authorities that are to replace the
intervention in the direction of the affairs of Mexico, I have thought it proper, in accord-
ance with the communication made to me by the Emperor’s minister, to decree as follows :

Amr. 1. A special decree shall designate, according to the recommendation of the
Emperor’s minister, thirty-five Mexican citizens to constitute a Superior Junta of govern-
ment,

Ant. 2. This Superior Junta shall assemble in the place that shall be designated for it
two days after the publication of the decree announcing the names of its members.

Arr. 3. The opening session of the Junta shall be presided over by the oldest member,
assisted by the two youngest members in the quality of secretaries.

Arr. 4. The Superior Junta shall proceed in this first session to the nomination of its
president and of his two secretaries. The election shall be valid only on condition that
the elected candidates shall have obtained a majority of all the votes cast.

Arr. 5. The inaugiration of the dignitaries elected shall take placeé on the same day.

Arr. 6. The Junta shall subsequently proceed to the nomination of three Mexican citi-
zens, who shall be charged with the executive power, and of two substitutes for those high
functions. . A majority of the votes cast shall be necessary to a valid election.

ARrT. 7. The members of the executive department shall, as soon as elected, assume the
direction of the affairs of Mexico.

Axr. 8. The Superior Junta shall settle the salary tq be paid to the members of the pro-
visional government.

Anr, 9. The Junta shall resolve itself into various committees in order to deliberate on
the questions relating to the different ministers.

It shall convoke itself into general assembly by means of its president, for the discussion
of business of greater importance, whenever the executive requests it.




MEXICAN AFFAIRS.

§on
ice, po 1 or civil.
W

ibles ghall take place

ection of a president, and of two s

;w:'u‘l'irf' nal organization of the

self espec inlly with the form of

Juestion st be such that two-th

3 votes cast cannot be obtaine

embly of Notabl l
1 mation of a new
‘l]l“lJl"li:\..\I" nay be re-electe
les shall occupy Ives, after he

form of tl 1ent ernment, with s

der of tl ecutive department i
oy 1l 7

determined on the
'ore them by or-

I'he first &

GENERAL BREGULATIONS COMM )N TO“ALL THE DELIBERATIXG BODIES

taries of the § L

f Notables, s

8. Theyshall, together with

ArT. 19. The sessions of tl
he Assembly of Notables, s

1, and of its various committe
take down, in writi the proceedings of comm
id all the resolutions passed by those bodies
its committ as also*those of
al acts may be published in the news-
by the secretaries, under the anthority of

20. The members of Superior Junta, and those of the Assembly of Notableg,
receive no salary,

OF THE EXECUTIVE

AnT. 21. The members of 1

gix ministries ; they shall nom

ective offices ; they shall also have the power of dispensing with such employments,

1e executive power shall receivé for promulgation, as decrees, the resolutions

Assembly of Notables. shall have the absolute rigl t

Bills prepared by the Superior Junta shall pass to the executive for
Assembly of Notables

T. 23. The functions of the exec

of the permane

le among themselves the

he executive department shall divid
inate individually to all the employments depende

1t on their

t of vetoing such re ti
ransmission to the
R re shall cease from the moment of-the inauneuration
1t government, proclaimed by the Asseml ly of Notables .

ART. 24. The Emperor’s minister i cl s
which shall be inserted in th
up in the stre

fFiven at Mexico, June 16, 1863.

with the execution of the present decree,
bulletin of th

acts of the intervention, and shall be posted

FOREY,
General of Division, &c., &e.

No. 3.

Decree nominating the members of the Superior Junta of gevernment,

GENERAL OF DIVISION AND SENATOR OF FRANCE COMMANDING-IN-CHIEF THE EXPEDITIONARY

CORPS IN MEXICO.

ew of the decree issued on the 16th of June, relative to the establishment of a Su-
unta of government, and in accordance with the proposal of the Emperor's minis-
s seemed proper to me to decree as follows:

MEXICAN AFFAIRS.

Art. 1. The following pereons are named members of the Superior Junta of government -
D. J. Ignacio Pavon, Manuel Diaz de Bonilla. Dr. J. Basilio Arellaga, Teodosio Lares, Dr,
Francigco Javier Miranda, Ignacio Aguilar ¥ Marocho, Dr. Jose¢ Sollano, Joaquin Velazquez
de Leon, Antonio Fernandez Monjardin, General Mora y Villamil, Ignacio Sepiilveda, José
M. Andrade, Joaquin Castillo Lanzas, Mariano Dominquez, José Guadalupe Arriola, General
Adrian Woll, Fernando Mangino, Agapito Munoz, José Mignel Arroyo, Teofilo Marin, Gen-
eral Mignel Cervantes Velasco, Crispiniano del Castillo, Alejandro Arango y Escandon, Juan
Hierro Maldonado, J Ildefonso Amable, Gerardo Garcias Rojas, Manuel Miranda, José Lo-

ez Ortigosa, General Santiago Blanco, Pablo Vergara, General Cayetano Montolla, Manuel
Tejada, Urbano Tovar, Antonio Moran, Miguel Jimenez,

Art The members of the Superior Junta, just named, shall enter upon the exe
of their functions immediately,

ARrr. 3. The Emperor’'s minister is charged with the execution of this decree.

Given at Mexico, June 18, 18

reise

FOREY,

General of Division, &e.,

Decice of the Junts of Governmen! naming the persons who are to constidule the Erecutive
2 { g s

MAXNUEL G AGUIRRE POLITICAL CHIEF OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MEXICO, TO THE INIABITANTS

THEREOF, GREETING :

The Superior Junta of government has communicated to me the following decree :
‘¢ The Superior Junta of government, installed in conformity with the decree of the 13th
of the present month, proceeded, in its session of yesterday, to the election of the executive
power previded for in the sixth article of the saild decree,
chosen :

“ Fi Hiz Excellency Sefior Don Juan N. Almonte, general of division.

“Becond. The most illustrious Sefior Don Pelagio Antonio de Labastida, archibishop of
Mexico.

and the following persons w

*“Third. His Excellency Don Mariano Salas, general of division.
* First substitute, the most illustiious Seffor Dr. D. Ju

an B. de Ormaechéa, bishop elect
of Tulacingo

“‘Second substitute, Lis honor Don Ignacio Pavon, president of the
justice

“This election shall be published by national edict.

“* Given in the hall of the Junta'at Mexico, June 22, 1863.
*TEODOSIO LARES, President.

supreme court of

““ ALEJANDRO ARAXGO Y Escaxpon, Secrel 1ry.
““Josk MARIA ANDRADE, Secretary.’

Wherefore, I order that it'be printed, published

, cireulated, and have full anthority given
to it.

MANUEL G. AGUIRRE.

MANUEL AGUILAR Y LOPEZ, Mayor.
PArace oF TuE PoLImicAL GOVERNMENT,

Mexico, June 24, 186G3.

Proclamation of General Forey in regard to the election of the Executive.

Mexicans : The nation has declared its will by means of its repr.sentatives chosen accord-
ing to my decree of June 16.

General Almonte, the venerable archbishop of Mexico, and General Salas, were elected,
the day before yesterday, by the Superior Junta, to take upon themselves the executive
authority, and to direct the destinies of the country until the establishment of a permanent
government. The names which T have mentioned are well known to you : they enjoy the
public esteem and all the consideration due to distinguished services and high-toned char-

H. Ex. Poc. 11-—17




