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which appears at the beginning. These documents reveal the absolute rupture
between the Mexican clerey, on the one hand, and the invaders, on the other,
together with their manikins, who form the so-called regency of 11}0 empire. ‘It
is known that the moral support on which the French invasion of Mexico relied
was the high clergy of the country, who expected to recover thu'ough its medi-
um the possession of their estates declared national and dlﬁtl‘.ll)uF{’d among a
large number of persons dwing the administration of the constitutional govern-
ment of that republic, which acted thus for reasons of obvious public conve-
nience, to which it is now unnecessary to refer. Well, then, the clergy having
lost their expectations of being restored to the pessession of those estates under
French influence, now withdraws the support which they had lent to the inter-
vention, which is reduced to the necessity of maintaining itself by the force of
bayonets alone, and by material assistance from individaals, who, too mucih com-
promitted in the farce of government to be able to separate themselves from it,
have blindly to obey the capricious will of their ralers. These considerations,
which I take the liberty of merely pointing out, induce me to call your attention
to the documents which I enclose, and the importance of which I doubt not will
he duly appreciated by the government of the United States.

I avail myself of this opportunity of renewing to you, sir, assurances of my
very distinguished consideration. :

M. ROMERO.
Hon. WiLniam H. Sewarp, §c., §o., §e.

SYNOPSIS OF DOCUMENTS

1. Protest of the archbishop of Mexico. as one of the regents, against certzin orders issued
in the name of the regency by Generals Almonte and Salas, under command of the French
general-in chief, which orders involve a recognition of the sequestration of the chureh prop-
erty, decreed in 1859 by the Juarez government, November 10, 1863. 1 =

2. Removal of the archbishop from his office as regent of the empire. November 17,
1863. .

3. Protest of the archbishop against his removal from office as regent of the empire, No-
vember 17, 1865. ;

4. Official note from General Bazaine fo the archbishoep, acknowle g that the dismissal
of the archbishop from the regency was made by his orders, November 20, 1863.

5. Reply of the archbishop to General Bazaine ; he declares his removal from the regency
null and void, November 28, 1863,

6. United protest of the archbishop of Mexico, the archbishop of Michoacan, the arch-

bishop of Guadalajara, the bishop of San Luis Potosi, and the bishop of Oajaca, against the
circulars and orders issued with reference to the ch@rch property by command of the French
general, and declaring against all who shall execute them, or co-operate in executing them,
the excommunication decreed by the holy council of Trent; in this protest they declare
their situation to be worse than it was under the Juarez government ; December 26, 1863.

7. Adhesion of the bishops of Leon, Caladro, and Eutancingo, to the foregoing protest,
December 31, 1863.

8. Protest of the supreme court of the nation, appointed by the regency, against the cir-
culars and orders issued in relation to said church property.

9. Decree of the regents, Almonte and Salas, removing all of the judges and other officers
of the supreme court, on the ground of their refusal to enforce any of the Jaws or orders
regarding the nationalization of the church property, January 2, 1864.

10. Meanifesto of Almonte and Salas, explaining this act, and declaring that they found
it necessary to conform their action to ** French policy,”” January 2, 1864

11. Sharp letter from General Niegre to the archbishop of Mexico, complaining of the
incendiary character of the publications which are being clandestinely circulated by the
clergy in the capital, January 16, 1804.

12. Reply of the archbishop, declaring, catezorically, that never was the church so bit-
terly persecuted, and that he, as chief prelate, finds himself in a worse position than under
the Juarez government.

13. Further note from the archbishop to General Niegre, stating what he will address to

his diocesaners when the restrictions imposed by the French on the press is removed.
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No.
Protest of the Archbishop of d-zico.

Your Exceriescy : Under this date I have communicated to their excellencies Regents
Generals D. Juan N. Almonte and D. Mariano Salas that of which the following is a copy :

Your Excernescies : Being unable, in any case, to make a sacrifice of my conscience and
my dignity, I find myself obliged to address to your excellencies, your due knowledge,
and publication in the official paper, the following declarations :

First. That there having been received by the regency, at the conclusion of its session,
on Saturday, the Tth instant, a despatch from his excellency General Bazaine, in which
he insisted that the regency should make a declaration sufficient to expedite in the courts
and before the judges the course of the affuirs to which the communication or notice pub-
lished in the official paper of the 24th of October last r , dnd which requiremsnt is made
in a manner which should §trongly claim the attention of the regency, I immediately made
known that the affair was, from its nature, one of the greatest gravity and of most import-
ant consequences, and that it shonld be treated very cautiously and not hastily, in which

ion we were of accord, the subject lying over to be treated of snb y

Second. That desir! ¢h praodence should dic-
tate, in order that it might be fitly determined, and, if it were pos with the common
accord of the regency and of his excellency General Bazaine, I had onference with his
excellency in coaformity with previous notice, given the evening before to his excellency
Sefior Almonte, on Sunday, in the afternoon, making known to Lim all the reasons which,
in my conception, operated in favor of laying aside the aifair of the bills receivable and

stponed until the arri-
val of the Emperor, which conference took place in the pre: f his excellency Seqior
Almonte, who sustained several of my observations.

Third. That as his excellency Sefior Bazaine did not yield to my arguments, I offered, in
the presence of the same Sefior Almonte, to send them to him yesterday in writing, in order
that he might more carefully consider them.

Yourth. That in compliance with this offer T prepared vester with all precision and
clearness, the reasons which operated against giving course to the suid suits 1 a supreme
resolution, dictated by the sovereign, should free from the chance of nullity and of ulterior
responsibility the temporary determination which might now be given to th

ifth. That the first of my observations demonstrated that only the first notice
issned with the knowledge of the regency, although with my vote against it, but that the
second appeared afterwards without any legal origin ; and that in this first notice there ap-
peared no recognition of any right in the unlawful holders of these pagares [notes given for
church property.—Trans.] to avail themselves in their effort to make them good of the
public tribunals, but only the declaration that the regency would hold as calumnions what-
ever efforts should tend to preoccupy the public judgment, causing it to be believed that
the regency had the intention of putting itself forward in an affair whose resolution should
be left to the sovereign ; and this I stated . with my natural frankness, because, in fact, the

. notice exhibited a meaning contrary to that which it had been desired to give it.

Sixth. That I then proceeded to demonstrate that there could not be given to said notice
any other legal interpretation than that®which it really bore, without deciding, in fact, the
question which is sought to be postponed, and deciding it by ratifying and legalizing all
that had been doue in the time of Don Benito Juarez; and that such a decision could not
De made because it would be anti-Catholic, immoral, scandalous, anti-economical, and im-
politic with reference to the Pope, to whom it would be a most severe blow ; to his Majesty
the Emperor of the French, whom it would cause to .represent a rile diametrically opposed
to his generous intentions, conciliatory disposition, and frank and loyal conduct; and to
his Majesty the Emperor of Mexico, whom it would deprive of all of his resources, multi-
plying the obstacles before him and reducing him—such were my words—'* to the depior-
able and painfully fruitless task of gnawing the bleached bones of a corpse,”’ with respect
to the nation itself, becanse such measures would cause an immense majority to.draw back,
while they would not attract the opposition for whom condescensions are stimulants and
concessions arms.

Seventh. That this communication was already sealed, in order to send it to his excel-

lency Senor Bazaine, when, with a surprise and pain which I cannot express, I was informed
of a document of the following tenor :

Mexico, Novemier 9, 1863,
To tue Porrrican Paerecr : It having arrived to the knowledge of the regency that, not-
withstanding the notices inserted in No. 14 of the official paper, of which the annexed is a
copy, certain judges Lave abstained from taking cognizance of causes which relate to the
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pagares, (notes,) and the leasing or rents of properties which have belonged to the cle ]
the said regency orders me to say to your excellency that, in conformity with the notice
referred to, the judges and tribunals shounld and must take cognizance of all causes to
which they relate. By their order I communicate the same to you for its publication and
due compliance.
RAYGOSA,
Under-Secrdary of State and of the Department of Justice

From all that has been said it appears—

First. That there has been dictated, in the name of the regency, an order which the
regency has not decided upon, for I am a member of the regency, and I have not been
present nor have I been cited to the deliberation npon'such order.

»cond. ll.tt this order, as I was afterwards informed by the under-secretary of justice
when it was already in circudation, was directed to be issued on Sund: ay, and before I had
the conference with his excellency Sefior Bazaine, in the presence of Seiior Almonte, as of
an affair still pending, there being maintained by their excellencies the regents, my col-
leagues, towards me, with regard to it, a most studious reserve, which I cannot explain, and
with the aggravating circumstance that the order was issued through the under-secretary
of the department of justice, which is under my charge, without my having, as is seen
with reference to it, either any kmowledge whatever or even a simple notice on the part of
this employé.

In virtue whercof, in compliance with the duty imposed npon me as regent of the empire,
by the oath which T have taken to seek in all the common good, in order to decline all
responsibility on my part, whether with respect to his Majesty the Emperor of Mexico, to
whom I owe all fidelity, whether with respect to the nation which has honored me with its
confidence, or, finally, with respect to the legitimate interests which may give way under
the practical consequences of an order which I consider null, I address myself to your ex-
cellencies by the present note, making these declarations, ‘md making Imm\ n that as I do
not consider said order published yesterday by the under-secretary of justice, Sefior Dun
Felipe Raygosa, as emanating from the regency. I protest in all form that said order is en-
tirely null, and against any effects which may ﬂm\' therefrom.

God guard your excellencies many yeurs.

PELAGIO ANTONI
Archbishop of Mexico, Regent of the Empire.
ARCHIEPISCOPAL Pavace, Mexico, November 10,-1863.

And T transeribe the same to your excellency for your due knowledge.
God guard your excellency many years.

PELAGIO ANTONIO,
Arehbishop of Mexico, Regent of the Empire.
ARrcHierIscoPAL Parace, Mexico, November 10, 1863.
His Excellency the Presipext o¥ THE SUPREME TRIBUNAL OF THE NATION.

JupeErIAL PALACE, MEXICO,
November 17, 1863.
Under this date the following communication has been addressed by this department to
his grace rchbishop of Mexico by order of the regency :
+* Your Grace: Your grace being in open opposition to the regency, as your gra
declares in your note of the 14th ‘instant that you will no longer be present at their
s whilst the order of the 8th instant is not revoked, as well as the decree of the

same date, the regency (since the majority of it is its true representative, considering the
condunet of your grace as well as that of th two :unhmul appointed substitutes who

have also refused to attend) declares that you ce no lo forms a part of it.
order of the same, I have the honor to communicate it to your grace for your informa
and that his excellency General Bazaine, commander-in-chief of the Franco-Mexican
army, concurs entirely with said re

i renew to ".'\_i"T.T ice IIZ" ASEUTE

By order of the regency I inf your honor that the previously inserted communica-
tion includes your honor also, in view of your communication nf yeste r-l;l\z

Your excellency will accept the exy ;
ARROYO,

Honora Sec. of Stale in charge of the Dep -’r%f Foreign Affuirs

His Excellency J. YoNacio Pax

Emy
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No. 3.
Protest of the Archbishop of Mexico against his dismissal from the Regeney.

Mzxico, November 17, 1863.
Under this d aite I have said to their excellencies, Generals D. Juan N. Almonte and D,
Marrano Salas, regents of the empire, the following
Yourn Exceniescies: I have just received a note from the secretary of state and
ecclesiastical affairs, in which he says to me that, finding I am in open opposition to the
regency, since I have declared in my note of the 14th instant th at 1 would not again meet
at its sessions until the order of the 8th instant and the decree of the same date had been
repealed, the regency declare that I have ceased to form a part of it, and the same is com-
municated to me, with the information that his excellency Seiior Bazaine concurs in the
said resolution,
In answer I have to say to your excellencies :
First. That I cannot be in opposition to the regency, because I form a part of it.
Second. That I have not said I would not again meet at its sessions until the order and
decree of the 8th instant had been revoked ; but that as soon as your excellencies your-
selves revoke what you have done without my concurrence, I would with pleasure meet at
the sessions of the reger two things very different, as may be seen at a glanc €.
Third. That I do not consider either your excellencies or General Bazaine have any right
whatever to remove me from the office of regent of the empire, because General B.uuinu,
even under the intervention, has no power to do this, still less after the explicit, frank,
loyal, and highly politic declaration of General Forey at the installation of the Mexican
government ; por can two individuals of the regency constitute and declare themselves
the regency, without violating their title to legitimacy, and introducing by this act in the
constitution of the government an essential change of a nature which can only be done by
the Assembly of Notables.
Consequently, I ask your excellencies, in the most formal manner, in use of the right
conceded to me by article 17 of the decree of the 16th July last, that for the determina-
tion of this question the Assembly of Notables be called together, this being the indispen-
sable and legitimate resort, the question being of the essence of the government ; because
the assembly is the accepted and acknowledged organ of the national will; because it is
the recognized source, even by the intervention itself, of the form of government, of
legality in the country, of the power of the Emperor elect and of the regency itself;
ause being obliged, according to the law, to refer to the assembly in case of grave
stions, if it is not therefore convoked for this, for what other can it be called, or how

can your excellencies explain your refusal to consider yourselves as the national govern-
ent, or avoid your immense responsibility before God, the nation, and France ?

I conclude, therefore, pre ing against my removal, on the ground of nullity, and
holding in reserve all the other rights which belong to me as regent and as Mexican.

All of which I say to your excellencies for your due knowledge and t of General
Bazaine, if your excellencies think proper to communicate the same to him, the said
removal having been made in accord with his excellency.

God guard your excellencies many years

PELAGIO ANTONIO,
nishop of Mexico and Regent of the Empi

1l note from General Bazaine to the Archbishop of Mexico.

ExreprrioNary Corrs oF Mexico, HeapQ'rs oF THE GENERAL-IN-CHIEF,
Mexico, November 20, 1863,

Your Grace: . I have received the protest which his excellency General Almu ‘:t'., has
caused to lt,ilt‘].l me, with reference to the measures which have been adopted by the
regency to remove your grace from the provisional government. Imust make known to your
grace that this measure was rendered nécessary by the attitude of your grace, and it was
taken with my accord, persuaded, as 1 am, that this was the only means of avoiding the
interruption of the march of events,

May I be permitted to express the desire that your g well inspired, will accept the
p -‘-I.Iu n as it is to-day, and .\:]1 reject the advice and the suggestions of imprudent friends,
"_ inst whom, notwithstanding, I am well decided to take the most rigorous measures
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that I am ax ed to employ under the powers with which T am invested. I rely on
ﬂu' abnegation of your grace, and on your devotion to the country, that, at the moment
I am about setting out for the interior on the work of the pacification and regeneration of
Mexie PP '~1h| mn u]TI not :l :lay the march of the government.
he expression of my high and respectful considerati
BAZAINE,

General, Commanding-in-Chief

Reply of the Archbishop to General Bazaine.

Mexico, November ;

Your Excertexcy : I have not before answered the letter of your excellency, dated the
20th instant, which I received on the k"tu:uouu of the 24th, because I have been obliged
to avail myself of the time for the despatch of the packet. I do so now by stating what
it appears to me proper to say to you with reference to each one of the points which in
your letter relate to me.

I understand that his excellency Sefior Almonte transmitted to your excellency m
protest of nullity against the ich his excellency and his excellency Sei
Salas, and not the regency, made of me in order to remove me from the provisional
government. I also understand, from the confirmation which your v,\u,lhm\ gives me,
that this act of dismissal was Lmdt- with your approval, as I had already been given to
understand by those gentlemen, and in answer to this point I say here to your u'anL'}',
as I have said to those gentlemen, and that is, that I do not consider either of those
gentlemen or your excellency as invested with any authority whatever to remove me, and
consequently I insist upon my protest of nullity. Your e ellency says that this measure
was required by my attitude, and that you were pets raded that my removal was the only
means of avoiding the mtennprlm; of the march of events. Your excellency will per
me to reply to yon that my opinion is exactly the contra ATy —

First. Because there is not to be found in jurisprudence any law Ly which the att
of a public functionary, who legally fills his. office, who defends the principles of justi
who proceeds in every Lhm" in conformity with the law, and who appeals to the substant
forms of legality for the ve ulidity of his acts, can be made the gronnd for such a step as 1
removal from office by other funtionaries who are his equals in position and aunthority
who are incompetent not only to remove him, but even to call him to account or to ju
him.

econd. Pecause this removal, far from facilitating, is just what is calculated to dela;
the march of event because, say what you will, it implies the substitution of de facto for
de jure in the question of legitimacy, and the destruction of the government constituted

n the 25th of June last by the vote of the representatives of the nation, and accepted by
the general-in-chief of the expeditionary army, who expressly declared that he placed in
the hands, not of two, but of the three provisional chiefs of the pation, the powers which
circumstances had ‘I]tl‘?bhll to him for the benefit of the nation itself:; and your
excellency will see that if these powers are placed in their bands they do not remain in
yours, and, consequently, that this gm‘ermuun was terminated from the day of my
removal, and that what exists to-day may be whatever yvou wish, but it will not be the
government then announced by General l-:-u'\ to the Mexican people, to France, and to the
world.

Third. That not only caun it not be said that my remeval was the only means, but that
there being wany, none of them were put in j actice, and the National Assembly being in

, and the only competent means of giving a legal 1 pational sanction to any
resolution, not to app 1\' to it, notwithstanding my formal petition in conformity with law,
was to give a death blow to the government of the co try.

lHency continues, expressing your desire that I will a accept the situation as it is,

1 'v;'w-] the counsels and suggestions of jmprudent friends, against whom you
excellency is resolved to t: the most rigorons measures in use of the powers with which
\--u are invested. With reference to th first, I have to say to your excellency that I do
1 i‘m'-n-wcr mu.(lm:;z which you place upon the words **accept the position ;"

g 18 | admitting, I have to say to your excellenc y that I have

not, and I never wi aree to any of the steps that have been taken against the rights I
{ t, on the contrary, I insist upon all and each one of my protests
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If- these words have a signification strictly nal, I have to say '
I have no aspirations of a personal character ; that I entered the regency, not for ple
but to labor, and to sicritice myself for the public good, and yielding to suggestions of the
most elevated character. If, finally, they mean that I, in my character of archbishop,
have to remain silent and impassible in view of these attacks upon the supreme anthority
of the church, its right to lead and its immunities, I have to say, with all frankness, that
neither mys nor my illustrious brethren can maintain si > without doing \'i‘nlwun“‘ to
our consciences, and that we are disposed to suffer everything rather than prove wanting
in the execution of such holy dnties when the « i 1 arrive. !
In the second place, I should to your e with lhu_sum"_ ingenuousness,
whoever may be those imprudent friends to whom your excellency refers, Iam the gole and
only one responsible for my acts. Your excellency concludes by counting upon my :n_hm-__:
tion and my devotion to the country, that at the mdment your excellency is leaving for
or to continue the work of pacification I will not by my opposition interrupt the
of events. To this I answer, in vmw.-‘.m?- n, that your excellency can be sure that,
I am determined to defend the right. I shall not be the one to pass the bounds of a
true prudence by any step contrary to the <I‘:Iir-- it imposes upon me at the times when it
should be observed. :
Your excellency will be pleased to accept the ression of my attentive consideration
and very li\him.ﬂ“- hed appre
God I ur excellency
: SLAGIO ANTONIO,

His Excellency General Bazaixg,

rilates of Mexico,

Your ExCELLS s: Scarcely arrived in the bosom of our country, after the long and
painful banis 1t to which we been condemned by the government which emanated
from the Plan of 2 la, not because we had ma h‘ wny kind of partisan political opposi-
tion—a thing which tl pacy have been very far from doing—Dbut solely on
account of the cons cm.m us ‘uul canonical « ¢ we had made of the ¢ '(tlllu.- ul the
faith, the rights of religion, the | iples of 14~l's;|n morals, and of the pres
the Holy Cath¢ rch ; Alm.u“‘ with the high and noble hope that w ..u] been led
to conceive, on the « hand by the intimations 111\Lr‘|.' at v us times to the Holy Father,
on the part of the seror of the 1 bishops who had been banishe ~_!|r.-11h1
return to M o, and on Ih-'- A ificant fact that one of the bishops
nill been named a meml tive power and afterwards of the regency; and,

2 golemn « 1 vhich the sai rency contracted with the church a
any of the ecclesi 1 ~tmw\-11t'n.nu).ci
ly Apostoli ¢; returning with the ¢msoling he  of being able to dedicate
t days in peace, and under arantee a Cathe government, the TeT
1 princ , to esta ent of religion and of morals, and to the
:I‘nn‘.;h the 18 of 3 ] 3, we have en overwhelmed with a
1 grievous C tering a situation in every respect exactly equal to
i I ites to the church, and even worse,
lates, find oursel 1
“L""l"" f 211 founded as , whi as made by the i

of Mexieo, i juality of regent, to the communications or notices which were publ
in the official paper 24th of October last, hich placed in legal course the pay-
ments eman g from the appropri n of e | perty and the collection of
rents of houses taken from the church, and expedited the continnance of the works of
has i ) ; the decision taken by your excellen-
e concurrence her regent, that through the sub-se retary of

s and tribunals should be infurmed that y sl i;l\‘v and IL bt
ance of all caunses aris under the affairs to w
e of your excellencies in this resolution, notwi
1.]1..(uul to you on the :-)‘.l..a\\lu‘-' i
regent ; the
by your exc ~.-1h- in concurrence v

omisgsion which has been made of the chm i : measure rding the property

the resistance to the r to the religious s es of the part not
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sold of their convents, and held in lots by the government ; the indifference with which
it has been seen that th nuns have been reduced to the utmost poverty, without permit-
ting them to receive even the pitiful portion which had been left to them 1:\ the despoiling
governme nt; various pmtw::mur acts, which brevity will not permit us to refer to, but
“'il‘ll'll ghow a tll.-r.:irlu‘l determination to protect the pretended rights created by the so-
called laws of reform; and, finally, the circular issued by the sub-secretary of justice, on
the 15th instant, at the instance of his excelle ncy Seiior Bazaine, rnimnvin-;: all obstacl S,
and declaring that there is no le gal impediment to the exercise of whatever rights of action
wi ich were 1 eld with respect to the pr« perty called clergy property, on the arrival of the
French intervention in the country—all these acts manifest with the most weighty evi-

nce t]h_-t the Holy Catholic Church in Mexico suffers to-day, at the hands of the govern-
ment which actually exists in the capital, compulsion in its most holy rights and in its
cononical liberties entirely equal to Uu. which it suffered when the authorities emanating
from the Plan of Ayutla were in power, becanse such compulsion consists, not in the form

of government, nor in the persons of th-:.-! who compose it, fut in the character and im-

portance of its acts; and those of your excellency’s tend to expedite the consummati
thv_ work which those authori yegan, for you :!.:;_l.-nv in full force the rights and ¢
“']\1&.:11 spring from the sacrilegio d illezal Jaws, and from the acts committed
the immunity of the church by s authorities, and even in the s langus

same odi expression is now used which was then employed to de te the e
property. ;

Unhappy would to-day be the evils wl 1 rch suffe

) ciently deplore, there are v
1ces which render still worse than t ition of the church to-day in M
and which increase its grief to an e 1 .

Then the government frankly iples. It appeared to the view of all
this Catholic people in the character an oj wn sition armed with power againgt religion
and .{1“' church ; and the latter, as a victim 11'1mul.uc-l by the government, defended itself
heroically, suffering the conse quences of a terrible persecution, and perishing nobly for the
holy cause of justice. To-day’s government inaugurates itself with professions emine ml\-
religious and moral, after the French army had destroyed, in the capital, that of Juarez,
and it pruwut~ itself before the Mexican people as the protector of its faith, of its relizion
of the chu nd of the priesthood. Then we were banished ; to-day we are invited and
received with ions of consideration, creating by this means among the people a feel-
ing of confidence as regards their tenderest affections, their dearest interests. Then the
prelates leaving our country carried with them the hope that the first political change
which should take place would bring with it a complete moral and religiohs ['|'Si41r.ll;-11-o

, returning after such a change to be present at th® immolation of all our principles

e consummation of the ruin of the church, we have re 1\'*4". a blow such as is only
received at the death of all human hope. Then the church had only one enemy—the
government that persecuted it. To-day it has two—that same government which st
lives in 1 -;uuny which still has resources of its own ; an army that contends hand to
!mn'i for ever ot of ground, and that counts upon the aid of its princ m.u and interests
in the enem mp and in the capital—an enemy whose mnu_ on it is to carry into
effect the destructive plans of its opponent in relizious and moral affairs. Then we received
the blow from the hand of an open enemy ; to-day we are attacked by those who called
mt,‘.m“]i'l‘- friends of the church and protectors of its liberties. Then the attack and the

:nce did not pass beyond strictly national bounds r we have to lament the char-
acter wl_l'u']; the intervention has given to these attacks, , and that from it have f'u[m; the
exigencies which have obliged your excellencies to so ymu._u Then we verified our
epi copal acts simply as bishops; to-day we have to make defence passive and legal,
because we cannot pass that limit also as Mexicans. Then, Ilc-ﬂ\lth\'n‘.'ﬂl. ng the vestrictions
imposed by the laws of the press, we could publish our protests and our past( orals to the
people, because there existed no other restraints than such as would result from the incon-

veniences of a trial. To-day t s is bound in such a maunner that it is open only to
those u-lml favor the interventio or there is not only the responsibility consequent \.f:rnu
a very strict law, but also in denial of the very epoch itself, to say nothing more, even
previous censorship. The publication of a pontifical allocution, of an edifying and moral
retraction, and of any paragraph copied from abroad in which allusion is made to the
authority of the Holy Father with respect to the ecclesiastical questions of this country,
e i S o AR e RO CTA N S e
1 san ne that ¢ lesiastical, and, at some tl‘u“'.

even scandalous doctrines, pass unnoticed.

hilr; 1!:‘T \Tr'uwu.' reasons that, g of the situation in which circumstances have now

s : : :

Lhe episcopacy of Mexico, considering its responsibility, save by the manifestations made

a
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by his excellency Sefior Labastida, and by certain steps which have been taken by other
prelates with reference to your excellencies, had remained silent up to the prewnt time,
in order that it might not be believed that it proceeded with precipitation or lack of pru-
dence. But to-day, when affairs have reached their ntmost L.\tIL‘lmifl() day, when L\‘ttx
the palliatives and reserve with which the first dispositions appeared have béen cast aside
to-day, when the instance of a French subject has been sufficient to induce the declaration that
all the rights and actionsspringing from the despoilment of the church property still existin all
their forceand vigor—to-day, when, by thissc leact, all reservation of these affairs for the deci-
sion of the government which shall be definitely established in the country has ceased, our
silence would no longer be excusable ; it would conceal the wrongs we suffer, and cause u
to appear, in a certain measure, as accomplices, a position which it is our duty to reps
all hazards, in the name of the rights of religion, the voice of conscience, and love of 0
country.

What shall we say to your -\C' sllencies in this exposition, after so mach that ourselves
and our predecessors have smd at diff fere nt times against these claims and pretended rights
that your excellencies have just again placed in vigor and reinvested with legal force by
your circular of the 15th instant? What can w monstrate now that is not |1'|.1L(1'1.\"
demonstrated, or now set forth that will be new to any Me n ordi y well informed
as to onr imlitiml histery ? What arguments, however specious they may be, can now be
adduced by the de fenders of these \\LLIIEL‘.:L!IH— laws of spoli: ltum that have not been already
refuted and utterly demolished, either by the bishops, the eccl «: istical authori or the
Catholic press? If the law of the Ilth of .];\l:u:n'\' 1847, which too 5\ possession of the
ecclesiastical property only to the extent of fifteen millic s : ed by th
trious Sefior Portugal—that prelate as wise as illustrious—as a law without force, be
manifest opposition to the will of the people, and impossible of execution with justic
its repugnance to the principles of sound mnnht\‘ as the inexhaustible fountain of te
misfortunes for the church and society, as a law violative of the rights and illegal as
the immunities of the church, not Iess than against its canonical and even civil liberties,

besides, as an anti-economical law, immoral and incendiary, what can we now say with
ice to those laws, the pretenc led claims and rights under which your llencies have
revived by your circular of the 15th instant? If that virtuous ‘lr\_fatu. with the liberty
which belongs to a traly apostolic zeal, could not reconci his Catholic profe
the apj obation and execution of such laws, and who supp( sed, as the lllnilrpfllnd lt cond
tien of their origin, either the grossest ignorance of the principles of religion, or its p-.umw
abjuration and a .—ln.-(:iv.-: of apostasy, what shall we say when we refer to laws which
surpass infinitely, under every aspzct, in arbitrariness, tyranny, immorality, violence, dis-
and ruin, those which then led to the complaints and protests of the former prelats
w
2, to say, after so muc‘n that 11:.5 ﬂ.!ru:vi_\' i.;-_ n said, and
: ents, as we ll
penetrated, for we believe us, un -upnlxr and sacrilegion
character of the laws so pompously called laws uf re as your excellencies

But we cannot do less, your excellencies, than make known to you the utter surj
and confusion into which we have been plunged by the said eirculars, not merely bec:
they have come from your excellencies, whose religious sentiments have never been placed
in doubt, not merely from their character and importance, but more particularly becaus
we cannot find any plausible reason—not to justify them, for that is impossib !
could at least excuse them on the ground of public convenience.

That Seiior Juarez with his party should enact such laws, and should work unceasi
to carry them into effect, this we can well conceive, as well as the energetic oppositi
the prelates, and the conscientious resistance of all true Catholics; but that a government
under the protection of France, (not as a conqueror, not as attempting to overthrow our

dependence, but as respecting it, and offering to save it, and instructing its comnmander-
in-chief not to interfere with the freedom of its acts,) which has just been established as
I in vi a vote of a council of notables, and in opposition

t such a government should work for the laws which
they are, tl senfial and sole canse of the division
g s, and of the war, this we cannot understand.

What pe advantages ¢ 3 ed from such a conrse? Aside from klm:- which

will gpring from the influence he holders and immoral spzculators who availel them-
selves of the vast riches of the church, and who are very few comp rad with the immensc
rity of the Mexican nation who detest such speculations, certainly none.

We well know that to present suc h proce dings ‘I.: a favorable light a thousand j ible

uses are invented, principally to win over by surprise the court of France, which lacks

» data which is indispensable to practically judge of the state of society here, But the

uth will not be long in appearing in its true light, and to the scandal of the world it will
be known that the immense majority of the Mexicans are essentially Catholic, that they




|
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respect the laws of God and of their church, that they bewail the attacks received from
the government of Ayutfa, and that if they manifested themselves in favor of the inter-
vention, it was because it presented itself as their protector, not against the persons—for
that would be but a childish jest—but against the acts of the government of Sefior Juarez.
But the attitude that the intervention to-day takes by such dispositions has trapsformed its
trinmphs to victories over the party oppressed, for it gives force and vigor to the claims
and rights emanating from such acts. The impartiality and policy with which it presented
itself and pretends to justify its acts consists, therefore, solely in the sterile protest of the
party conquered by arms, but triumphant in its principles, and that without ceding a single
hair in its oppusition to France, and in the complete ruin, not only of a respectable politi-
cal party—and this would be much and unjustifiable, supposing the programme was one
of impartiality—but also of the nation in its moral integrity. Beinga Catholic people,
the Mexicans must consider as enemies all who attack their faith and their religious and
moral interests; that supposing the anti-Catholic party does not yield, but, on the con-
trary, is strengthened by such concessions, and that the rest of the nation considers itself
oppressed, the intervention may have physical force in the country, but moral, political,
and national it will have none ; that it will have no support but that of its arms, and that,
while it might have become the possessor of the gratitude of a people, favoring them in
what they hold to be most valuable and sacred, it has been left alone between an armed
party who combats it, and a people unarmed and helpless who fear it.

A position such as this, however much it may be covered up cor disguised, cannot be ex-
cused, and particularly when teking into consideration the spirit of the instructions given by
the Emperor to his excellency General Forey.

Whatever may be the elements upen which France may count, it is clear that it did not
enter into the mind of the Emperor to establish an order of things here separate and inde-
pendent from the will and the great interests of the Mexican people ; and this is, without
doubt, the motive of those instructions, at once so circumspect and in every respect so deli-
cate as those given to his excellency General Bazaine by the minister of foreign affairs, in
the communication of the 17th of August last, which has been published in the journals
of the capital.

Tt is there declared terminanily that nothing violent or arbitrary will be attempted or
sought, not even special advantages over other nations; there the acts of the government
of Sefior Juarez are qualified as iniquitous, and the situation which that government cre-
ated is regarded as the culminating point of dissolution; there it is declared that France,
trivmphant by virtue of its good intentions towards our country, rejects all idea of sub-
stituting its influence for the frec determinations of the country; there the authority of
the notables is considered as of great weight and authority ; there the gene.ml-iu-chiéi is
prohibited from substituting his initiative for thait of the fovernment; there the prineiple
of impartiality is proclaimed, but only as regards the passions, the vices, and the bastard
interests of the parties, and where principles are involved. This is a chart full of intelli-
zence, of reason, and of hope. Will it be pessible to find: here the justification for what
is now passing, the support that is pretended, the reason of the resolves that have been
taken?

When his excellency General Forey issued his manifesto to the nation, declaring before
its face that if it were possible to give any recognition whatever to those who had acquired
church property, frandulent contracts should. not be sustained, and in consonance with
this, issued his decree of the 22d of May, be gave evidence of impartiality and of equity.
But all this has disappeared by the issuance of the notices or communications of the 24th
of October, because these, placing in legal course, without auy restriction whatever, the
notes given for church property, and expediting the suits for collection of rents, without
the requisite of previous qualification, has destroyed entirely the moral guarantees which
the manifesto and decrees before cited had given. Still, these notices, themselves estab-
lishing in principle that the measure was transitory, that it did not imply the solution of
the principal questions, uor the definite legitimization of any right—because this remairied
reserved to the sovereign—left alive the hopes, although very feeble, that his excellency
Sefior Forey had caused us to conceive, and, above all, facilitated up to a certain point in
the eritical situation of the country the resignation of the faithful and the prudence of the
pastors. But to-day, after the circular of the 13th instant, there is an end to the reign of
principles, the empire of right, the encouragement of hope, confidence in the situation,
and, in fine, of all promises. A step has been taken so ;,r:r;n'e that perhaps it would 10t
have been taken even by the cabinet of the Tuileries,

And what has been the cause? What powerful motive has precipitated this crisis?
Perhaps the supreme interests of society? Perhaps an extreme necessity, a sadden emer-
gency, 2 tempest which could not be conj ured by any other means? )
trifling cause, the most insiznificant in regard to the effect.

The complaint of a French subject, end the request of the general-in chief made to your

No! it was the most
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excellencies by virtue of this complaint. This is the cause of all ; this is what Mexico has
to hope from the impartiality that was prom ed, and from the non-interference of that
chief in order to leave the government free in its acts ; this is the melancholy synopsis of
the situation in which the Mexican church to-day finds itself.

Your excellencies, turning a glance backwards over the dispositi 1d acts to which we
bave referred, should determine to apply the remedy, which only res from your excel-
lencies a firm and resolute will.. We ourselves ask it, with the most pressing urgency, in
the name of religion, of worality, of our countr by the obligation which we have to de-
fend the rights of the firs, to ard they ptions of the second, and to speak under
the legitimate inspiration of the third. We ask it'in compliance with our most sacred
duty as prelates of the church and pastors of the flock of Jesus Christ. We ask it with
the confidence which is inspired by the religious and patriotic sentiments of your excel-
lencies, nnd the lofty and generous views that the French government has so clearly mani-
fested in its instructions to the two chiefs of the army in Mexico. We therefore hope that
these circulars will be andulled, that this violence they inflict upon us will cease, and that
all proceedings will be su spended in tl affairs, which, from their character, their import-
ance, the nature of the situation, and even from the understanding with the French
sovernment, should be postponed until they can have a solution capable of placing in
harmony ¢ ence and legitimaie interests ; a solution canonical and civil ; a solution in
which ghall coucur the spiritual and the temporal sovereigns; a solution upon which the hopes
of religion and of the country now hang dependent.

But if, unfortunately, the caid cirenlars are to remain in force, we, as prelates of the
Mexican church, in the use of our canonical faculties, and in compliance with our duties,
protest in the most solemn form against the said circulars and their effects. We hold the
rights of the church reserved from the inability and nullity so protested of said circulars.
We reproduce and now expresely apply our manifestation of the 30th August, 1859, of
which we enclose to your excellencies four copies, issued by reason of the laws of the 12th,
13th, and 23d of July of that year, decreed by Sefior Juarez, in Vera Cruz, the claims and

ts under which your excellencies reyive by your circular of the 15th instant, and in
sonance with what we then set forth, we conclude this exposition, protesting our respect,
with the following declarations:

First. That it is not Jawful to obey either the communications of the 24th of October,
the circulars of the 9th of November and the 15th instant, nor any sposition whatever
of those thiat tend to the execution of the said decrees of Sefior Juarez, nor to co-operate in
the compliance therewith.

S:cond. That neither that government nor any government, whatever it may be, has any
autherity to take possession of the property of the church ; that. therefore, as well the
decrees of that government as fhe notices and circulars jssued by order of your excellencies,
involve an illegal and tyrannical disposition of the most gacred property, and are subject to
the censures of the holy church, and especially to the excommunication fulminated by the
Holy Couzcil of Trent, in chapter 11 of session 22 de reformatione. 1o consequence, there
are comprebended in this canonical penalty not only the authors and executors of the de-
crees, notices, and circulars aforesaid, but also all those who in any way co-operate or have
co-operated towards their fulfilment. 3

Phird. ‘That the political chang ich has taken place in Mexico in consequence of the
intervention has not altered or lessened in any respect the obligations and moral and
canonical responsibilities to which those of whom we have just spoken are subject. and that
therefore all of our protests, circ and diocesan orders, issued Dy reason of the so-
called constitution of Jaws and reft in all their force and vigor, and are appli-
cable to the notices and circulars of your e lencies already mentioned, and to whatever
other dispositions of your excellencies that tend to place in execution the laws, decrees,
and acts to which our canonical protests said manifestation, cireunlar, and diocesan orders
refer.

Those incurring the censure aid canon, in virtue either of the law of the 25th
of July, 1856, of the decrees publishec in Vera Cruz by Sefior Juarez in July, 1859, or
afterwards in Mexico, of the communications and circulars issned by order of your excel-
lencies, or of the disposition or orders of whatever authority or person, public or private—
that is to say, the authors, executors, or co-operators in the despol n of the churchin
its property, lands, rents, possessions, claims, rights, temples, objects contained therein
destined to public worship, .d to make restitution and reparation for
their scandalons crime: and they cannot be absolved, not even ab the point of death, if
they do not comply with the couditions est: blished by the church and seb forth in our cir-
culars and diocesan decrees aforesaid.

Such are, your excellencies, the declarations and protests, which, in the unhappy case
that our petition is not attended to, and the notices of the 24th of October and the circu-
lars of the 9th November and 15th December remain in force, we il have to make, and
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now, in fact, do make, not from a spirit of partisan opposition, which we ure very far from
feeling, but solely to comply with our duty.

Hard it is to find ourselves placed in this situation, even if we were treating of a national
government and bitterly hostile. What is it, therefore, when the authorities in question
have been inaugurated as protectors and have presented themselves as friends?

But, your excellencies can believe us, we cannot keep silence withont making ourselves
criminals by this silence before the strict justice of that government before whose tribunal
we shall have to appear at the end of a life which is rapidly escaping. When these terrible
occasions present themselves which call for the exercise of our pastoral charge, when we
see that a soul lost through our silence will call down upon ourselves the same perdition,

"we tremble with terror. Not even evident knowledge of the inutility of our expostula-
tions and protests would excuse us before God. See the fearful confirmation of this truth
which the Holy Spirit gives us in chapter iii, verses 18 and 19, of Ezekiel : ** When I say
unto the wicked, thou shalt surely die, and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to
warn the wicked from his wicked way to save his life, the same wicked man shall die in
his iniquity, but his blood or perdition will I require at thine hand. Yet, if thon warn
‘the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die
in his iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul.”’

We couclude, therefore, protesting to your excellencies, with this unhappy motive, our
attentive consideration and distinguished estimation.

God guard your excellencies many years.

PELAGIO A., Arehbishop of Mexico.
CLEMENTE DE J., Archbishop of Michoacan.
PEDRO, Archbishop of Guadalojora.

PEDRO, Bishop of San Luis Pelosi.

JOSE MARIA, Bishap of Oujaca.

Their Excellencies Generals Doy Juax L. Auwoxte and Doy JosE M. De Saras, Regents of
the Empire.

Mexico, December 26, 1863,

No.
Your Excellencies the Regents:

The two first named of us, having been absent from the capital, have learned upon our
return that your excellencies issued a circular, dated 15th of the present month, in which
some of the impious and fatal orders emanated from the so-called reform laws, against
which the venerable allocutions of our holy father, the vicar of our Lord Jesus Christ,
directly operate, have been left in full force ; and all the energetic protests of the illustri-
ous Mexican episcopate, against which also, not for a vile selfish interest, but for conscien-
tious motives, the respectable clergy of the nation have contended with such unconquera-
ble valor, as well as ourselves personally, who have been persecuted and imprisoned, and
finally, against which the public opinion of the whole country has manifestedly pronounced.
But we have seen with great satisfaction at the smme time the just protest, which said
episcopate, on returning from banishment so gloriously suffered for the cause of the church,
has addressed to your excellencies. We, who are honored more than we deserve, by form-
ing part of the enlightened firm and compact body of Mexican prelates, constrained by our
conscience and our duty, and guided only by a true Catholic spirit, make ours and do sub-
scribe to all and every protest, circular, and orders, issned formerly by the venerable Mex-
ican episcopate against the nefarious and heinous work of the so-called reform, which hag
overwhelmed our beloved country with every species of evil.

Your excellencies themselves are unexceptional witnesses that the sole and only motive
the country has had in accepting willingly the French intervention, the empire, and regency,
has been the feeling, or rather the profound rooted attachment to Catholicsm, whose
saving principles and grave interests the nation desires to save at any sacrifice, and which
it had every reason to believe could have been attained by those means. :

May Divine Providence grant the pious and just wishes of the episcopate, the clergy, and
the immense majority of Mexicans, who see with the utmost sorrow their beloved country
and religion in danger. ;

Your excellencies will please to accept the assurances of our respect and personal esteem.

Mexico, December 31st, 1863. }

D’R JOSE MARIA DIEZ DE SOLLANO, Bishop of Leon.
FRANCISCO DE LA C. RAMIREZ, Bishop of Culadro, Apostolic Vicar of Tamaulipas.
D'RJUAN B. ORMACHEA, Bishep elect of Tulancingo. .
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No. 8.

Protest of  Supreme Tribunal.

The necessity, withont exaggeration painful, but unavoidable, ;-1‘r.:seuf.<.it.-:-uif again bcufn:
this supreme tribunal to address itself to that sub-secretaryship, explaining the dlli’nculth;.-;
there are to carry out the measures dictated by it.; the tribunal ﬂll}l“lﬁ‘s to the cu'g'u]‘ar of
the 15th instant, drawn by petition of his excellency General Bazaine, by which it is r_lc-
clared that * there is no legal obstacle to prevent the exercise of any nghE and a‘cts which
might be had in regard to the property called of the clergy, on the arrival of the T rench in
tervention to the nation.”’ a =

The circular of the 9th of November upon the same satject, :1lthongh' not o extensive
in its effects, had already obliged the tribunal to lay open the reasons given in its official
communication of the 10th of the same, and since then announced that if the legal diffi-
culty disappeared, not there set forth, the same tlispc_s.w'itir)!l being reproducedv, the case
would then present itself, in which the interested parties would proceed according to the
inspiration of their own conscience. _ : L

Without the lezal diffienlty, which the circular of the 9th November had peen removed
in that of the 15th instant, the conscientious case referred to has prcset'.ted.:tsclf, because
the tribunal cannot, either individually or collectively, keep silent upon the justness of the
orders contained in said circulars, after the judgment pmnuuu.cec‘. upon them by the worthy
members of the Mexican episcopate, residing at present in this capital. :

The tribunal has official kuowledge of the exposition, declarations, and protests which
were addressed on the 26th of the present month by the said most }"e\'erenrll prelates to
the excellencies the regents, Generals Juan N. Almonte and José Mariano de .‘:ulas_, and in
that document, which is a new testimony added to other thousands ({E. the same kind, that
the defeuce of the rights of the church involves that of pations, famiiles, and mdl.vx_dt_m‘ls‘.
is lost when, under religious and political aspects, it is offered to demonstrate the injustice
and inconvenience of putting in vigor the iniquitous legislation called by antiphrasis
reform. i e

No one can doubt the glorious liberty which all Catholics have to oppose their passive
resistance to the attacks directed against God’s church. We, members of the supreme tri-
bunal of justice of the empire, belong to it, and preserve now the same liberty that we
enjoyed in the fatal days when the administration of the mforn} ruled, bringing IJ]]_UIE
some violent persecutions, and plunging those who escaped Dest into complete obscarity
and misery. - g .

But having to speak as the superior tribunal of the empire must d?, it will enter into
certain considerations, casting a retrospective glance upon our pubhc. rights, upon tl‘:atl
right in which the operations of nll powers have been based, upon \\'l_.11¢_:h the decisions of
the tribunals have been constantly given, and which has been a guiding rule to every
individual in the affairs of their public and private life. Everything in Mexico 1s explained
by Catholic principles, from the congquest to the indep‘cndt_-uc_e, and from t]u_3 independence
t5 the intervention; and without that principle nothing in it can be explained, the doors
of future welfare, to which it aspires, being completely closed. : ! :

Evervbody knows that the immense idea of Columbus would have remained fruitless iu
Lis brain if the immortal Ysabelle, of Castile, had not comprehe‘nderl it ; but everybody
knows also that that queen, model of crowned heads, the first thing that she proposed to
herself in the discoveries was to establish religious principles, and the dev_ulopmcnt of tl.mt-
thought was the principal moving power of her operations upon the territories that 3\='e1'el
first discovered on this continent. Her successorsfollowed the very same prmcip'le& either
to proceed in making further conquests, or to protect tllle it_zhabitants from th_e vlolel‘.c.c. ({i
the conquerors, so that to conquer, or to govern with justice i'lﬂl]. equity those conquered,
we have Catholic principles exercising their eminently tutelar 111ﬂ_ueuc_c. F Uy

How Spanish monarchs of Austrian dynasty understood Catholic pnnmples. 11_15’(01})::'1 s
us, and our legislation proclaims it at every step. ’_It was t}w lot of those ?Overb:biis."
especially the two first, Emperor Charles the V an_d King Phillip the I!, to gutcj.m, 1\\ bi ai
Europe was shaken by the frightful religious war stirred up by Protestantism; t.hgy_cn‘ujrﬁce'r_
the Catholic canse, and while the Protestants endeavored to attack the church 111{3{; of.,l
mas, principles, immunities, and all that it possessed and possesses nm.\',vt-hlc_y f-U tom:;i
entirely an opposite course in Spain and the Americas. By s'.mpigr slatm*:,‘t- 11‘31 ‘?Ct: ;n,_{_t
observing that the orders of the Haly Council of Trent were Il.d‘l'l’llttcd api.llrﬁ}:.mcl‘bt(;, i
proves that in Spain and America the church preserved untouched its c;mm.nwAl L:‘.IS af -;}}“'.

Later Spanish kings continued the same line of a-:m:luct, even including those m'._\j‘L.
Bourbon dynasty, who showed some slight signs of being partisans of that doctrine, which
ended in th ench revolution ; and precisely owing to that respect to the church, that

liberty left to ite beneficent decision, and guaranteed by the laws and acts of the autho




