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and sentiments which I have described, that policy would probably scatter seeds
which would be fruitful of jealousies, which might ultimately ripen into collision
between France and the United States and other American republics. An
illustration of this danger has occurred already. Political rumor, which is al-
ways mischievous, one day ascribes to France a purpose to seize the Rio Grande,
and wrest Texas from the United States; another day rumor advises us to look
carefully to our safety on the Mississippi; another day we are warned of coali-
tions to be formed, under French patronage, between the regency established in
Mexico and the ipsurgent cabal at Richmond. The President apprehends none
of these things. He does not allow himself to be disturbed by suspicions so
unjust to France and so unjustifiable in themselves; but he knows, also, that
such suspicions will be entertained more or less extensively by this country,
and magnified in other countries equally unfriendly to France and to America;
and he knows, also, that it is out of such suspicions that the fatal web of na-
tional animosity is most frequently woven. He believes that the Emperor of
France must experience desires as earnest as our own for the preservation of
that friendship between the two nations which is o full of guarantees of their
common prosperity and safety. Thinking this, the President would be wanting
in fidelity to France, as well as to our own country, if he did not converse with
the Emperor with entire sincerity and friendship upon the attitude which France
is to assume in regard to Mexico. The statements made to you by M. Drouyn
de Lhuys, concerning the Emperor’s intentions, are entirely satisfactory, if we
are permitted to assume them as having been authorized to be made by the Em-
peror in view of the present condition of affairs in Mexico. It is true, as I have
before remarked, that the Emperor’s purposes may hereafter change with
changing circumstances. We, onrselves, however, are not unobservant of the
progress of events at home and abroad; and in no case are we likely to neglect
such provision for our own safety as every sovereign state must always be pre-
pared to fall back upon when nations with which they have lived in friendship
cease to respect their moral and treaty obligations. Your own diseretion will
be your guide as to how far and in what way the public interests will be pro-
moted, by submitting these views to the consideration of M. Drouyn de I'Huys.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

WiLLiam L. DavyTox, Esq., &¢., §c., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton.

No. 410.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, October 5, 1863.

SIR: Your despatches of the 14th of September (No. 345) and the 16th of
September (No. 347) have been received. Moreover, I have been favored by
Mz, Mercier with a visit, and with a reading of the despatch addressed to him
by Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys, of which special mention is made in your communi-
cations.

The explanations made by you to him are correet, and they are approved.
Despatches from this department, which you must have received after writing
your own, not only sustain those explanations, but they also draw very dis-
tinetly the line of policy towards France which the President has marked out
under the counsels of prudence, and the traditional friendship towards her which
prevails in the United States. Any statesman who has observed how inflexi-
bly this government adheres to the policy of peace and non-intervention, would
not need to be infermed that the report of an alliance by us with Russia for
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European war is an absurdity. So, also, no {)ilc.who‘ kn}owsl hto:.vo onlzlﬁt;!g
the American people suffer themselves to be a J‘?mbe]d i t {e fi? ;}of A, }117111(;11
ing the present unhappy insurrection, and rcstm‘l‘ng tfm‘ .m‘t 1011% i iy
* would for a moment believe that we are preparing 10r 0;1 {ne( 1t.]=§ ; ?‘e g
war against any nation, for any purpose *‘;v]zat.envler, nmc’l e:?t i"ﬂour cr;nstant
ganizing or contemplating a future war against France, \‘r'-lf{]-‘.‘l}‘t {, e o
desire to hold and retain as a fl‘l{!lld, tlln'ough all the vicissitudes of |
fortune, and all the changes of national life. ‘
I am, sir, your obedient servant, e acofih PELKAS
Hon. WiLiam L. Davroy, Esq., §e., §c. §e.

Myr. Dayton to Mr. Seward.
[ Extracst. ]
No. 361.] Paris, October 9, 1863.
NO. 20 L. S 3
Sin : In the conference with Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys had yesterday, I__cff)m1
municated the general views expressed by you in despatches Nos. 395 anc
400.

* % * * * * *

I brought out your views, however, in the courile oIfJ i‘a ﬁem?i-:i c?;:;:ﬁ:etrl 001:;f
about Mexican affairs. 1 askec.l of Mr. Drouyn de 1}1“{: wh et
test was to be adopted, with a view to learn the wishes of ﬁ at paun X )lfl rome)
as to its form of government. He s:i(cl that the vote of the gntxie £ o=sg;€don
of all its departments, whether the '17 rgncl} were or were no;l in t 1;}11‘ rf:} ;11a:;rit b
would be taken, and if upon it_s registries it should appea‘r }El at a lar n?somrf: hieg;
of the whole populatioln (Spanish imtt]{ }}:1:1:;:1)&\%(2?11{%2;);;{ e ﬁc ?,houal;t e

7 nt, he supposed that w sufficient. gh
fgzﬁl](ffi)eg?;)e{li?ggult’y in ap%%’ing this test, and §how_ing a large numerical ma-
jority in favor of the Archduke, and that form of golx- elqlT?utf paad o

Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys went on to say, that thevt.angc;: of th P

of the Archduke would come principally from the I';l}lted States, ‘}nt R
e showed ourselves satisfied, and manifested a willingness to enter mfo peace
Rﬁ ;'chtious with that government, the sooner would Franc;e1 11.1(: ready to {({ia'«c

i s . he new covernment to take care of itself, whu:‘ Prance would, In
ifl?l:\ll'zzddt:) as som? as it with propriety could ; but'thut }t ?"Cii%lﬂﬂ ;;cifez'iﬁesz
tempt the Archduke into difficulty, and then desert him be Oj,e- : 1:} B
was settled. He added, that France could not .(10 that.g ‘Il'e nlxlt : h‘iltm.ahorten
acknowledgment of that government by the United States wou 15 iﬁﬂjcmp X tha;;
or perhaps, he said, to end all the tmnhl_esome_.comphcatmua of France 11
country; that they would thereupon ql:t :\[emcr;.* . )

1 told him that, without having any anthority from my gox‘e1'i1m(,i11t1t;) Z’;;y):gg
I sheuld scareely suppose that France, under the cu'cumfstanceT,llﬂroiul (Me“i }ico-
the United States to make haste to acknowledge a new monarc ;?r qlt,i;]n' g
but I would report his vic\ﬁ t{)} the ;:;ovm;unteint u(t{llméng i) &i:‘-zl;?«?t?;u i
ever, that any answer would be given. In the course of COnVErs e

awion acain to repeat, voluntarily, their disclaimer of any purpose 1o g
i?i?ll;]'i‘l{t;%?]:}ll‘tt,o ﬂll]llli()’ or geek ;n}sy pt?rmzment. iptc’rcst_ or c011t.r011iu1;1n(':1\§e£§:(;
e said that our situation, as a next neighbor, cnntle_d us tr_}::‘:_m in BeRes (;Tent
paramount to that of distant European countries, :mld that 113.?.98,.1. "r m;n A
distance from the scene, would not be guilty of the folly of desiring or ¢ p

e —— e ——
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ing to interfere with us. He spoke highly of the conduct of Mr. Corwin, our
minister in Mexico, who was reported to him as not having intrigued or inter-
fered in these matters, but that he had always acted loyally and in good faith.
Before leaving Mr, Drouyn de Lhuys, (assuming the purposes of the Emperor *
to be as he represented them,) I asked him why he permitted so many false
reports, as to his policy, to be circulated both in Europe and America. I told
him that it seemed to me the interests of both countries demanded that they
ghould cease, and that a frank avowal in the Moniteur would end them. He
said there were "objections to using the Moniteur for such purposes, but that
there were his despatches, which might be published. I told him that the world
was given to looking at despatches as savoring too much of diplomacy. He
then said that the Emperor, at the opening of the “corps legislatif,” would
have a proper opportunity, and he did not doubt that he would then declare his
policy in Mexico, in eonformity with the declarations heretofore constantly
made to us.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM L. DAYTON.
Hon. WiLLiam H. Sewarb,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton.
No. 412.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, October 10, 1863.
Sie ; Your despateh of the 25th of last month, No. 352, describing your pro-
ceedings in relation to Mr. Partridge’s course respecting French interests at
Salvador, has been received and is approved. '
I am, &ir, your obedient servant,
3 WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
WiLriam L. Davron, Esq., §c., §c., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton.

No. 417.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,

Washington, October 23, 1863.

SI‘R: I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of your despatch of the
9th .instant, No. 361, which brings me the views l,‘XI]l'(‘."iF('('l by Mr. Drouyn de
Lhuys concerning the situation in Mexico. Various considerations have induced
the P-remdent to avoid taking any part in the speculative debates bearing on
.tlmt situation which have been carried on in the capitals of Europe as \\'(ﬁ] as
in those of America. A determination to err on the side of strict neutrality, if
we err at all, in a war which is carried on between two nations with which the
United States are mu_inmining relations of amity and friendship, was prominent
:m{o‘ng tlvl(-'crms:d?ratmm to which I have thus referred.

._lhe: United States, nevertheless, when invited by France or Mexico, cannot
omit to express themselves with perfect frankness hlmn new incidents, as they
occur in the progress of that war. Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys now si)r-:lks of an
ol.octmn which he expeets to be held in Mexico, and to result in the choice of
In:: Imperial Highness the Prince Maximilian of Austria to be Emperor of Mexico
We learn from other sources that the prince has declared his willineness to ac-
cept an imperial throne in Mexico on three conditions. namely : fi?sr. that he

shall be called to it by the nuniversal suffrage of the Mexican nation ; secondly,
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that he shall receive indispensable guarantees for the integrity and independence
of the propoged empire; and thirdly, that the head of his family, the Emperor
of Austria, shall acquiesce. 3

Referring to these facts, My, Drouyn de Lhuys intimates that an early ac-
knowledgment of the proposed empire by the United States would be convenient
to France, by relieving her, sooner than might be possible under other circum-
stances, from her troublesome complications in Mexico.

Happily the I'rench government has not been left uninformed that, in the
opinion of the United States, the permanent establishment of a foreign and
monarchical government in Mexico will be found neither easy nor desirable.
You will inform Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys that this opinion remains unchanged. On
the other hand, the United States cannot anticipate the action of the people
of Mexico, nor have they the least purpose or desire to interfere with their pro-
ceedings, or control or interfere with their free choice, or disturb them in the
enjoyment of whatever institutions of government they may, in the exercise of
an absolute freedom, establish. It is proper, also, that Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys
should be informed that the United States continue to regard Mexico as the
theatre of a war which has not yet ended in the subversion of the government
long existing there, with which the United States remain in the relation of
peace and sincere friendship; and that, for this reason, the United States are
not now at liberty to consider the question of recognizing a government which,
in the further chances of war, may come into its place. The United States, con-
sistently with their principles, can do no otherwise than leave the destinies of
Mexico in the keeping of her own people, and recognize their sovereignty and
independence in whatever form they themselves shall choose that this sovereignty
and independence shall be manifested.

I am, sir, vour obedient servant,
: WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Wirtiam L. Dayron, Esq., §c., §e., §e.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Dayton.

No. 437.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, November 28, 1863.
Sir: T transmit for your information a copy of a communication of the 2_3(1'
instant, addressed by this department to Major General Banks, and of an in-
struetion of the same date (No. 88) to Mr. Corwin.
I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Witniam L. Davron, Esq., §e., §c., §e.

Mr. Drouyn de Lhuys to Mr. Mercier.
[Translation.]

MixisTrRY oF ForeicN AFrairs, DipLomaTic Division,
Paris, September 15, 1563.

Sir : Mr. Dayton, who exhibits in his relations with me a great confidence,
and a rectitude to which I am pleased to bear testimony, has been nu‘n'vd.ut
certain rumors, propagated with a design which I have ns.rt) now to inquire
into, but which appear lately to have obtained some credit at Paris, and he has
come to converse with me about them. According to these reports, too incon-
siderately accepted, the Emperor’s government has decided to recognize the
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States of the south, and a treaty has even been already signed, according to which
the new confederacy is to cede to I'rance, either for herself, or that she may
make a retrocession of them to Mexico, Texas and a portion of Lonisiana,

At the moment in which Mr. Dayton was imparting to me this information, I
was exactly in a position to offéer him information for information, and, before
answering the questions which he addressed me, I asked him if, among the
alarming symptons for the maintenance of the good relations of the two coun-
tries, he had not, like myself, received other news, likewise diffused in public,
such as, for instance, the transmission by him to me of a protest from his gov-
ernment against our expedition to Mexico and its consequences ; the conelusion
of an alliance, offensive and defensive, between the United States and Russia
the appearance of a federal flect before Vera Cruz, &ec., &e.

In regard to the protest, after remarking to me that I, better than any one
else, knew that he had not transmitted to me any, Mr. Dayton said to me that,
under the promptings of the general tenor of the correspondence of Mr. Seward,
and of the knowledge which he himself had of the inclinations of his fellow-
citizens, he had been able to speak to me of the painful impression produced
on public opinion in his country by the preponderant intervention of a Euro-
pean power in an American republic, and by the creation of a monarchical es-
tablishment in a country adjacent to the United States; but that from that to a
protest, or to any intention whatever of comminatory intermeddling, was very
far, and that nothing in his instructions authorized him to overleap that dis-
tance. He knew nothing, on the other hand, of the alleged alliance of his
government with Russia, and he had every reason to disbelive it. As to the
presence of a federal fleet before Vera Cruz, this news did not seem to him cven
to merit the honor of a contradietion.

I told Mr. Dayton that T had never attached any importance to the reports
which I had pointed out to him, and that, in speaking to him of them, my ob-
ject was much less to call forth explanations on his part, than to warn him
against rumors of a different character ; but having probably the same origin of
which he had spoken to me, I could, however, contradict them categorically.
In regard to the recognition of the States of the south, the intentions of the Em-
peror’s government were known to him, and this question was still at the point
where our late conversations had left him. We had not, therefore, recognized
the south, and, much more, we had not signed with it any treaty for the cession
of Louisiana and Texas. With respect to this, I could repeat to him, what I
had =0 often said to him already, that we neither sought for ourselves, nor for
others, any acquisition in America. I added that I trusted that the good
sense of the people of the United States would do justice to exaggerations and
false suppositions, by the aid of which it was endeavored to mislead and sour
public opinion; and that I relied on his co-operation in trying to render prev-
alent a more equitable appreciation of our intentions and of the necessities
which our policy obeyed.

I have thought, sir, that it was well that you should be informed of the par-
ticulars of this conversation, in order that you might, on your part, communi-
cate it to Mr. Seward, and receive the precise words of it, in order to rectify
around you false opinions and unjustifiable anticipations. ;

Accept, sir, assurances of my high consideration.
DROUYN DE LHUYS.

Mr. MERCIER,

Minister of the Emperor at Washington, D. C.
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Mpr. Pike to Mr. Seward.
[ Extracts.]
No. 97.] UNITED STATES LEGATION, A
The Hague, August 19, 1863,

Sir: 1 have had the honor to receive your despateh of July 24, (No. 111.)

Two weeks’ digestion of the news from America results in no revival .Of
hopes on this side for the rebellion. The partisans of !]n- snnlh_.-:_(*mzl dis-
couraged and disheartened. The only pretence they raise, to mitigate the
extremity of the situation, is the allegation that their case has sa'cxnfed E“l““_“y
desperate before. The argunment does not arrest the fall of their .~'mk_111;,>; for-
tunes on the exchange. Their favorite cotton loan, so lately above par, is down
to 70. The eomplete break down of the financial system of the insurgents,
demonstrated by the fall of their paper currency to 10 cents on tl:r‘z dollar, has,
perhaps, more weight attached to it here tll.‘u] in the United States, It is
recarded as indicating a near relapse. Dispassionate nhfl‘l‘\'t'!‘r‘ fail to see how
the resources of the rebel government are to be replenished, or t}lcll‘ finances
even nominally administered. The melting away of its armies, from internal
weakness, alone seems thus inevitable.

But beyond this, the clearing out of the Mississippi river, if its approaches
be properly guarded against any sudden descent of armed 11'011'-L:luds from‘
Europe, is viewed as a fatal grip at the throat of the rebellion. The events
occurring in Mexico make New Orleans looked upon more than ever as the key
of our empire. Its original capture was c'-lflsuh‘rt:.d in Europe a (ll‘;l:llly l_JlOW to
the insurrection. 'T'he conviction was and is that it should be made impregnable
to attack by sea, which seems easy enough; the hostile action of no power m
the Gulf need be feared. But should this safeguard beinc-glt':ctf-d, we mlght
find our dear-bought triumphs suddenly brought to a dizastrous termination.
Our enemies tried to find consolation in the hope that we shall be less lll‘lldel‘.t

gecure than we have been energetic to conquer. S0
3 'll'lfsl::'\vl‘!lnlnlnat look to u]1im;m:bcnllisiun in that quarter with foreign powers,
the action of Franee in Mexico does not seem to allow us to doubt.

As I took occasion to observe some months ago (I believe you thought p{‘e-
maturely) the cotton question is ended i‘u Europe. We l.un'v’uutn';‘ly g?‘nc" yq;
that danger. Cotton is abundant. The only \}mturbm;.: m{:tlt-l?t'umdtlln'c
is that the price is so high that manufacturers decline to spin :1n<l‘“‘_(_.1fclnn g]‘
old seale. Distress is again setting into the manufacturing (h.vtll—cl.?j.l Jllth Be
disorder and suffering is, to a great ‘iIz\;r':n!. compensated by the excellent har-

rest which ¢ ost everywhere prevails.

“‘.‘:'(::\?Ittlixlvrlll-]l:l:rn-.t as hc‘)r.-mf?m-.i [ believe we are to be unmolested fronf ablo’l{}
If we can furnish the troops necessary to fn]i(‘mw up our 1tu'1t\§.§1cat1m:tuii1(]:
trinmphantly, we shall haye a glorious issue from our :1-1.;11=. . IL-:\\':i:I(; g
distance, the prospects of iht'- country have tlr‘\.‘%'r ‘r‘t-i'in‘l‘(L]r::i]i{:.l:;ftlL:)«:.?'am:

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your mosi .I;i.\'II'IS S PIKE.

Hon. WiLrian H. SEWARD,

,‘Ju,-;fr.-'r.)/ f_J}‘ State, \"".

Myr. Pike to Mr. Seward.

[ Extract. ]

No. 99.] UxrrED STATES LEGATION, 8
ks ' The Hazue, .‘.'('/:rmnfu‘r 2, 1863.
it of your despatch of the 13th of
y 12th of the same month,

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receif G
Aueust, (No. 115,) and your cirenlar despatch of the
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with an accompanying map, giving an exposition of the military situation; all
of which are attentively considered. ‘

Political affairs are comparatively quiet.

The conference of German sovereigns at Frankfort has ended; with what
success in the main purpose of consolidating their power against France remains
to be seen. England approves and encourages the movement. France throws
cold water on the proceedings, notwithstanding the real object of the conference
is veiled under other pretences.

Some of the French journals are engaged in the effort to show that the United
States have no cause of hostility to the effort to establish an empire upon the
ruins of Mexican independence. The argument proceeds upon the assumption
that France does not desire to do any offensive political act towards the United
States, and so far intimates inactivity upon the question of recognition.

Tt seems to be reduced to a certainty that the Polish question will not disturb
the peace of Europe. Russia claims that the rebellion is exhausted.

* * * # * * * *

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your most obedient servant,

JAMES 8. PIKE.
Hon. Witnianm H. SEwarb,

Secretary of State, Washington.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Pike.
No. 118/] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, &
Washington, September 5, 1863.
SIR: Your despatch of August 19 (No. 97) has been carefully considered.
What you have noticed in Europe, in regard to the political aspects of the in-
surrection here, has been equally observable here during the period which you
have mentioned. No fortunate military incident has occurred to revive the hopes
of the insurgents, while Union sieges and marches have gone on favorably. The
insurgents have burned much and lost more of the cotton that they had pledged to
European creditors, while the price of gold in their currency has risen, within
two months, from 1,0C0 per cent. to 1,600 per cent., which is the last reported
rate. The insurgent financiers last winter adopted wheat instead of gold for
the standard of values, and fixed that of wheat, if I remember rightly, at five
dollars per bushel. It is now reported that the farmer refuses to thresh his
wheat, and the government agents are considering whether the power to appro-
priate at five dollars does not also include the necessary preliminary power to
thresh the grain.
You have rightly assumed that the safe occupation of New Orleans, so long
as it is maintained, is sufficient guarantee for the suceess of the government. We
are, however, not without some concern on that subject; for, in the first place,
we have no clearly reliable assurances that the British government will prevent
the departure of the iron rams, which are being prepared in British ship yards,
for that or some similar purpose. And next, notwithstanding the great energy
of the Navy Department, it has not yet brought out the vessels upon which we
can confidently rely for adequate defence against such an enterprise. Neverthe-
less, Mr. Adams is making the best possible efforts with reference to the first
point, and our naval means, which certainly are neither small nor inefficient,
are rapidly increasing. Your observations on this subject are so sagacious that

I have thought it proper to commend them to the special attention of the Navy
Department.
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T thank you for the account you have given me of public opinion in Europe
in regard to the condition of Mexico and its bearing on the interests of the
United States. Public opinion is not embarrassed by a want of accurate knowl-
edge of existing facts. It anticipates and assumes probable events, and thus
the imagination early arrives at, and is satisfied with, premature solutions ; from
Mexico we have nothing in regard to the attitude or proceedings of the republi-
can government since it withdrew before the invaders to San Luis; from France
nothing in regard to the question of a new government, but reiterated assurances
of an absence of any design to permanently ocetpy or dominate in Mexico; and
from Austria, only the speculations of the press upon a condition of affairs in
Mexico, too imperfectly developed to justify any decisive action by the alleged
candidate for an imperial erown,

In these circumstances we see no occasion for extreme sensibility or for im-
mediate demonstration. Mr. Corwin cannot, of course, communicate with the
authorities newly instituted in the city of Mexico, while he is shut out from
access to the republican one to which he iz accredited. That government may,
for aught we know, maintain an effectual resistance to the new one, or, on the
other hand, it may even succumb. Such a resistance would relieve the people of
all difficulties, while, on the other hand, it would be as unreasonable as it would
be unavailing to seek to reseue a people that should voluntarily surrender itself
to foreign control. The new government, if it succeeds, may respect the sove-
reignty and all the rights of the United States, and so give us no cause of com-
plaint or dissatisfaction. Qur opinions as to the ultimate and permanent suc-
cess of an European intervention in Mexico were early expressed by way of
anticipation. Until we recall them no presumption that they are abandoned
can arise. But we see now, instead of a whole and normal Mexico on our
southern border, a Mexico divided between Mexicans and the French. We do
not know hd¥v this new condition of things might sooner or later affect the au-
thority of the United States in Texas. Independently of that consideration,
the time has arrived when that authority ought to be, and, as we think, can be,
restored in that important border State, and this will be done.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
JaMEs 8. Pikg, Egq., §c, §c., &r., i

Mr. Seward to Mr. Perry.

No. 10.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 21, 1863,

Sir: Yourdespatch of August 26 (No. 110) has been received. The general
views of the United States concerning the interests of society and government
in Mexico, and on this continent, have been heretofore fully made known to all
parties who officially expressed to us any concern on that subject. While
adbering to these views, the President does not perceive any necessity for
entering at present into the European debates which have arisen out of the
changing phases of the war with France against Mexico. You will be promptly
advised if it shall be deemed important to enter into explanations on that subject
with the cabinet of Madrid.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.
Horartio J. PeRRY, Esq., §¢., 8., §¢., Madrid.
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Mr. Motley to Mr. Seward.

No. 31.] LecaTion or THE UNIPED STATES,
_ Vienna, August 17, 1863,
Sir: So soon as the news of the proclamation of the empire in Mexico,
together with the offer of the imperial crown to the Archduke Ferdinand
Maximilian, reached Vienna, I requested an interview with Count Rechberg.
I saw the minister accordingly on the 11th August. As he was to leave
next day for Frankfort to attend the conference at the diet of sovereigns, and

as many other members of the diplomatic corps were waiting to see him, the’

interview was necessarily very brief; I merely begged him to inform me what
was authentically known to him in regard to the Mexican affair.

He replied that the intelligence received by the government was hardly in an
authentic shape. He said: We do not consider our situation essentially altered.
We are not prepared to take action on what may prove to be an ephemeral
demonstration. We regard all that is reported concerning the whole affair—so
far as relates to his Imperial Highness—as not having occurred ; (comme non
avenu was his expression, the conversation being in French.) T asked if he
congidered it true that a deputation was on the way from Mexico to offer the
crown to the archduke. He replied that it was possible, but that it was very
doubtful whether such a deputation would be received.

I asked if it was true that a telegram had been sent by the Emperor Napoleon
congratulating the archduke on the news. He said yes; but that, from the
tenor of the telegram, the Emperor Napoleon did not appear to attach much
weight to the intelligence.

Under such circumstances, T =aid it was useless to ask whether any decision
had been taken in regard to the offer, as such a question had alregdy been an-
swered in the negative by what he had already said.

He replied, “of course ;” and I then took my leave, saying that I only wished
to know the exact position of the affair up to the present moment.

I beg to be informed, at your earliest convenience, what language you wish

me officially to hold on this very important subject. The recent conquest of

Mexico by France seems to me fraught with fuoture woe to our whole continent ;
but T ecannot think it desirable, in the present condition of our own affairs, that
we ghould hasten the evil day by taking any part in that most unhappy adven-
ture.

It is generally supposed that the Archduke Maximilian is desirous of accept-
ing the crown of Mexico, but I am not aware that there are many persons in
this empire who regard the projeet with favor. It certainly is an unpopular one
with all classes of society, so far as I have been able to observe.

The language of the press is, in some cases, guarded, but in general de-
cidedly hostile on the subject.

As a specimen of Vienna journalism in this matter, I send you a translation
of a portion of an article from a widely circulated journal, Die Presse. The
tone, although bold and bitter, is not exceptionably so.

I have the honor, sir, to remain your obedient servant,
J. LOTHROP MOTLEY.

Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington.

[Extract from the Presse of Angust 11, 1263.]

*“The journals of Paris announce to-day that the Emperor and Empress have already sent
" congratulations by telegraph to the Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian, on the imperial Mexican
dignity which has been offered to him. Well, they may think it a piece of good fortune—and
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they may have their reasons for it—to obtain possession of a crown in such a way in a
country like Mexico. We, lm\\-,-.\.(,l.! believe that we are a faithful organ of the upini(m-ul‘ the
Austrian people when we say, without concealment, that the acceptance of the crown by the
Archduke Ferdinand Maximilian would not be looked upon by any of them as a piece of
good fortune, but, on the contrary, they would look upon it as an evil destiny. An evil
destiny, we say, for it would be nothing else if an Austrian prince should ever seriously
think of aceepting a erown from the hands of a Napoleon. In the deepest hwmilintion of
Germany by the forcible dominion of Napoleon I, we find nothing similar to this ; and shall
constitutional Austria bear to-day what absolute Austria was too prond to endure? And
what sort of a crown is it? Without any plausible reason, treading under foot those
liberties of the people of which they are always speaking, the French soldiers have
broken into Mexico, and, after shedding streams of blood, they have occupied the Mexi-
can capital, followed by the curses of a people hitherto prond of its independence. And
shall a.crown of tears and blood, conguered in this forcible manner, be placed upon
the head of a prince of constitutional Austria, perhaps as an indemnity for the pearl
which in 1850 was broken from Austria’s erown, or as a present to keep us unharmed
in case of future occurrences of a similar kind? The more we lose ourselves in specn-
lations of this kind, the more impossible, adventurous, unacceptable, and monstrous,
this proposed attention of the court of Napoleon to Austria appears to us. Have those who
play with the thoughts of wrapping themselves in the purple mantle of an Aztec emperor
already reflected on the political consequences which would follow Austria’s acceptance of
this imperial crown? Have they painted to themselves the wretched, dependent relation,
the vassalage in which Austria—even assuming that there is no thought of compensation at
the bottom of the French offer—that it is dictated by the purest unselfishness—will find itself
in regard to Napoleonic France by accepting the Mexican throne? Is Archduke Maximilian,
in Mexico, to be the counterpart to King George of Greece, with only the difference that
before his throne French soldiers would keep watch, as the king's erown in Athens would
be protected by those of England? And even if it should be decided to give the new
Emperor of Mexico an Austrian corps as an escort, has the cost of this scheme been already
counted 7 What in the name of Heaven has Austria to do in this Mexican galley ? It would
be bound and exposed to France on all sides for this present of the Danaides, and particu-
larly in regard to Poland it would be made lame and impotent in its political action; it
would afford France a pretext for occupying Mexico, as the Pope affords a pretext for oceu-
pying Rome; it will have engaged its honor for specific French speculations, without satis-
fying a single reasonable interest. We already see the moment \\'Ll-u the Cabinet of Wash-
ington, fortified by the Monroe doctrine, by the alliance of the states of Central and South
Ameriea, and by the enormous military resources which the end of the civil war will leave at
its disposition, shall call upon the French in Mexico to leave a continent on which they have
no business and no right to command. Shall Austria, then, make war in company with
France upon America to uphold and occupy a problematical throne in Mexico? That would
be the height of the adventurous, and Austria would have then no alternative than that of a
shameful fiasco or that of a vassalage, which would absorb its best powers for the interests of
France. Even if the thought of ruling the old empire of the Aztecs should not be deveid of
poetic charm to a romantic charaeter, we believe that the times have gone I'._\"wh(‘n such
caprices are sufficient to comproniise the policy of great states :nlad to throw lllmu_lpm endless
complications. And so we still hope that the answer of Austria to the proposition of the
Mexican asamblea, received by way of Paris, will, this time, be a decided negative, and
that onee for all an end will be put to an intrigue which has no other aim than to shift the
ignominy of the Mexican expedition—that attack on an independent people—from the
shoulders of France on those of Austria, and to cover the gulf of the dirty speculations of the
banker Jecker and his worthy associates in France and Mexico with the brilliant name of
an Austrian prince.”

Mpr. Seward to Mr. Motley.

No. 41.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 11, 1863.

.
Sir: Your despatch of August 17 (No. 31) has been received. ;
When France made war againgt Mexico, we asked of France explanations

of her objects and purposes. She anfwered, that it was a war for the redress

of grievances; that she did not intend to permanently occupy or dominate in

Mexico, and that she should leave to the people of Mexico a i"rec choice of

institutions of government. Under these circumstances the United States

adopted, and they have since maintained, entire neutrality b(-tw(-on_ the bel-
ligerents, in harmony with the traditional policy in regard to foreign wars.




