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monarchy, without reflecting that the history of all
absolutism, and that (both) republicanism an:

glory,

ages has condemned the principles of
I monarchy have given to nations prosperity and

For the rest, the government of the United States ought ever to count upon the assurance
of finding that reciprocity of ideas and sentiments which the undersigned has had the honor
to manifest in this note to the honorable Mr. Nelson. ;

The undersigned likewise entertains the conviction that his excellency, who so worthily
and so acceptably to the government of Chili fulfils the high mission with which he is
charged, will continue, as up to the present time, co-operating in the development and in-
crease of the cordiality and harmony which happily exist between the republies of Chili and
the United States,

With this motive the undersigned takes pleasure in renewing to the envoy extraordinary
and minister plenipotentiary the assurances of his high and distinguished consideration, and
in subseribing himself his excellency’s attentive and obsequious servant,

MANUEL A. TOCORNAL.
The EXvoy EXTRAORDINARY
and MINISTER PLENIPOTENTIARY of the
United States of North America.

Mr. Thayer to Myr. Seward,
[ Extracts, ]
UNITED STATES CoNsuLaTE G ENERAL,
Alexzandria, January 9, 1863,

SIR: An event of apparently grave importance has Jjust come to light, and
produces much exeitement in this community.

On the morning of the 7th instant four hundred and fifty black soldiers were,
by order of the viceroy of Egypt, taken by railway from the fortifications of the
barrage, (about 120 miles sonth of Alexandria,) and at night shipped on board
the French transport steamer La Seine, for a destination generally understood
to be Mexico, with the object of aiding the French Emperor in his military oper-
ations against that country. These negroes, with others, departed early yes-
terday morning; it is stated that they were dressed in zonave uniform and fully
armed. ;

In a letter from Toulon, which appearcd in the Independence Belge of the
28th ultimo, I am told, it was reported that La Seine was about to sail to Alex-
andria with French troops en route for Cochin China, but that it would return
with 1,000 negro troops which the viceroy had pledged to the French expedition
against Mexico.

Another journal, La France, of Paris, confirmed the report of such a promise
on the part of his highness.

* * * * * * #* *

No. 2{3,]

Since it has become known, the time has been too short to obtain any in-
formation from the viceroy, who is at Cairo, and his officers here profess entire
ignorance, although the police under them were employed in the work of em-
barking the troops.

It is well understood that the French Emperor has been anxious to supply
the losses which his Mexican army has suffered from climate and disease by
the employment of blacks: and the viceroy, I am told, declared a month ago
that he was about to send a thousand of his men to some place where their
quality might be tested. His highness, it is also known, has always been proud
of his army, both black and white, the effectiveness of which, except in repulsing
the raids of Bedoins, has not been fairly displayed since the war in the Crimea,
where his men certainly distinguished themselves, as compared with other Ot-
toman troops.

* #® * * % * . &

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WILLIAM S. THAYER.
Hon. Winriam H. SEWARD,

Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.

MEXICAN AFFAIRS.

Mr. Thayer to Mr. Seward.
[ Extract.] PR
ALEXANDRIA, January 12, 1863.

Sir: The facts in my despatch No. 26 are confirmed, but as I am ‘a\'.'ulltl-n;,:
e‘(illl]‘l[illﬂ: from the viceroy, I postpone destails until the next mail, which
Xplan: 8 )

goes in a day or two. 1 - AL nts d are
J Bl hatadatos e taadt srnments and ar
® The European consuls generdl have telegraphed to theirgover @

awaiting instructions.

*
» L 4 L ] » Ed L * *
.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, ety ot ey
Hon. WiLLiam H. .‘"\1-2\\';\!1[!1 _
Seeretary of State.

Myr. Thayer to Mr. Seward.

UNiTED STATES CONSULATE (}l-‘..w:;zfl_.
Alexzandria, January 27, 1863.
i i inister of foreign affairs at
MR : I am informed that some time since the minister of fore Iglﬁ 'ltit\l [::‘-,‘m
SIR @ 1¢ 1 i e YTk e
Paris announced to Lord Cowley the Emperor’s w h to p.lim‘ci.;t 1~~‘,-1tc[1 on
ovbt. This report somewhat confirms the surmis nﬁ‘m} th: :\t:’]llitchwoum
b o S y fore takine a ste
1 sounded the courts of Lmnlni hd(ru.i.i[i\lo) 1,11-&&113- Fene
i F Eoy alzo p¢ 0
i vl : of » Porte, as suzerain of Egypt. s i
violate the rights of the , a8 rai Mt T g Se
f'n: the confidence with which, in official quarters 11..1",;1:‘}\ :l,l(? Sk
k i N H Fers azainsg L .
there would be no protest from the European [mlv.u: '1::11 li,: o SRR
a8 presente seeure advance g
i s Propose easure was presented to se ang it
at licht the proposed mea : ot S0 Erem T St
Wcls u'u-i'vm"- I E}.‘llllulll\' conjecture. If these reports L.t_. “l?tt' ‘IQEIW ity
i itl . I|]\'. rreat p-l\\rt"l' which is not hampered from protesting ag:
is the only gre: (

Egypt.
the Emperor hac

Emperor’s transaction.

r, vour obedient servant
I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser .
ave - g & b

WILLIAM S. THAYER.

Hon. WirLiam H. S}:\\'At':h. _ :
Secre .f{.';")/ n/'.\'hzl’v’, 141 r.'s'/rmg.’n.i?. 1). L%

No. 15.

1 f ith 0T0S,
Suspenston of trade with Matam

Sl r BG1. v

M5 Swarg to My Romers, (widh teo enclosures) July 17, 1861
\{; .l;“\!”‘::l?l, ‘r.. :\IJ'_ Seward, 'A“.i.[h e "m.-i!‘. W J“l}' f:].‘ |"!"l-‘
:\!1" Seward to Mr. ].'uuu-l'r;- L-C"Lnllil'_:n[‘ iIin-:]';(l. :

R r. Seward, August 1, 1cbl. September 2
M;. Romers to Mr. Soward, (vidh ons enlosur,) Sepiember
i[l‘ Seward to Mr. Romero, Lo ikh ope 'Imi‘lnll‘lt:‘i." Gk s
Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward, September 10, 1801.
Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero, ""I'"Im"m + )it

1861.
1861.

Mr. Romere to Mr. Seward.
[ Translation. ]
STATES OF AMERICA, o
Washington, July 11, 1861.
Lerchant of Boston, has addressed

Mexican LegaTioN 1N THE UNITED

Mr. SecreTARY : Mr. B. F. ]wm}unmn, a 11ll ity pmvisinns
mself i ion, aski rhether a vessel, 1¢
himself to this legation, asking whether

and other
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articles of lawful commerce, will be permitted
in Matamoras, anrd sell it in that market. Mry.
vessel to the said port, further states that the
ury has nofified the collector of customs at Boston not to cle
ever for Matamoras, except under certain conditions, of whic
and which, however, are not made to apply to the other ports of Mexico
Although I believe that in the instructions Dep:
may have issued upon this subject the 1
saved harmless, and the rights which sh
bind it to the United States have
to satisfy myself in this belief by a
to inform my government of them,
the goodness to ask for and trans
I avail of this opportunity to
1li$1illgllisll|'(l consideration,

to leave said port, land her cargo
Penniman, who desires to send a
honorable Secretary of the Treas-
ar any vessel what-
h I am not advised,

which the Treasury Department
egitimath interests of Mexico have been
e has acquired under the treaties which
been preserved intact, I d e, nevertheless,
perusal of said instructions, and to be enabled
r_:::- which purpose I would thank vou to have
mit to me a copy of the same. ]

renew to you, sir, the rances of my very

M. ROMERO.

Mr. Seward to Dy Romero.

DepawrMENT 0F STATE,
Wash ington, July 17, 1861.

SIR: Having referred your note of the 11th instant to the

E E‘;U{'l'i-i:ll‘\' of the
I’u-asury. I have :I{u honor to transmit to vou a copy of a letter addressed by
]mnlm‘] the l‘fiih ultimo to the collector of the customs at Boston, which contains
the information you solicit. e g

I avail myself of this occasion

y ) ) to renew to you, sir, the
highest consideration. ;

assurances of my

& VILLIAM SEWAR
oSefior Dox MATIAS RomEro, &v., &c., & VILLIAM H. SEWARD.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, J G, 126
: REAS A ENT, July 16, 1861.
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the recei R
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;11:‘. Romero to j'lrr', Seward.
[Transiation. ]
Mexican LecaTioN To THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, July 23, 1861.

Mr. SEcrRETARY: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note
of the 17th tant, with which you were pleased to send me a copy of lllt"
instructions communicated by the Treasury Department to the collector of
Iiﬁ- customs at Boston on the clearance of vessels for Matamoras. At the gty
time I received a communication from the Mexican consul at New Y ork, of which
I annex a copy. In it he informs me that the collector at that port answered
the merchant who inquired if he would clear vessels for Matamoros, that he
would not give a categorical reply unless the vessels should be laden and ready
1(,.-;11!. ;i : ) : i ;
Such proceedings, which, in my judgment, prejudice the mercantile relations
of both countries and which are not in conformity with the stipulations of the
treaty of commerce, which are obligatory, induceme to address myself anew to you
on this subjeect, to the end that the government of the United &t:m'.-;lm:iy ]nh'nrt'
to dictate reeulations such as the rights and legitimate interests of Mexico re-

quire in the '|m sent case. G . i e it
: You know, sir, that with respect to commercial advar t:lgwl, Mexico 18, 111
reeard of the United States, on the same footing as any the most favored nations.
orithin: 1o i andise, which may be lawfully exported to any port
For this reason, this merchandise, which may be la y exj B

of a foreign nation, may also be exported to Vera Cruz, as well as to Mats
moras or other ports of Mexico. a e g :
If by reason of especial circumstances, which at this time arise fi\uF}u lllui
geographical position of Matamoras, the government of the United States s ;r;u]c
.(hlw-;_u it convenient to make some exception in respect to E.h:lt- }lmrl.v 1{ “U.: JL‘(*:l(f
necessary, in order to make it effective, to obtain in the first P :1_:1:0.11 ‘il_] (”11.,1(,1(l

wiu 3 A . PR A 3 %
of the wovernment of Mexico, and meantime, until this is attainec 3 8 1i1 o
it to ]w:m\' duty to request that no difference shall be made between that por
{ sxican republic

and the others of the Mexican republic, s 3 R
I have the honor to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my highest consid

eration.

D
: M. ROMERO.
Trnet 3 - - pt of your letter of the 13th inst: Er
Closinge ¢ ansls f an 5 3 = « e C vl Instant, en 3 o * "
[],{,\;:;il.:lfl.i],h 'kur"\‘“ ,"‘[ :‘zlll-r-(l 11:“;“ Mr. }\'u.r:('rn. the Mexican minister, requesting a copyof Hon. WirLLiam H. SEwWARD, §c., §c., §e.
1 struct 8 given i« € collector at Boston in re ird to cleg o v Yo B ety
to Matamoras oY of 4 1o v clearing vessels from that port
to _Id!l..lnul_d , Me 0. A copy of the only instructions given to the collectc Bost il
the subject is herewith transmitted, dated the 1 £ lector at Boston on
I am, very respectfully,

9th ul

il i [ Translation. ]
; ec 3 he Ty " " ; : i i 2y

Hon., WiLLiam H. SEWARD, wecretary of the Treasury. S MR L : h]:
it v ]n‘u:u-hml this office, under my care, in-
- a vessel laden with merchandise for
se of this inquiry, they replied tlmt_t]iv
1 *“that he will not give any categorical
1 i g or the said port of Matamoras until she 1.vc
g copabope ot sted Iunh-]‘_\_:nu:i this to be a sort ol :ln_u
, risk of lading their vessel, because after
1d t clear d Iv reply was, naturally, 1!1;1t_t!:i:~; (nﬁiuv 1\1;1d:-" n:‘;

¢ inbondod for & . s me s0 they cowld o' Tar clearance to any vessel lawfully seeking it for a 1 exica
ou 'l]-_; aut| IH'MU'.I to use your own disery . e » merchandise i y In givi the consunlar clear }. s bankee oF the ey l'&t]l]l]L'!ﬂ ]“ﬂhn'-““
not intended for the Imsurgents you may clear, 1 chandise is uch as Matamors t , at the same 1 4“ O ould mot pass any invoice
' A ‘ - 5 1 0 Iy at preseiil, . ;I s
a l.]l-.lr:l_”.!.‘f-_ You w ere notified to this e this « Il‘lwl ¥ : |:H S ponerits’ B8 Bt decalion was
All official communieations shoul jons, powder and ‘1 mv rovernment for approval, (as I
' i : 1t to T I I I i 3
e o o { he resolution which may be

il

the p itamoras ; and upon a
collector the customs at this port

I'REASURY DEPARTMENT, July 19, 1861,
deputy collector, B. F. ¢
, of y leputy collector, B. F. (
|.]f_‘; \'.]r(‘[li(‘l' ¥ .J'l,‘“.t-“.‘” .~]A=l]5'! ]w' made |
essel with an assorted cargo, mos

tter of vour y & d ready to s Sng tas
t and, of the 17th ; e, tl i
N f . . ¥ the , DO W1

1 ¥ you to cle t your port ¢ 1d were, theret o
'y provisions for Matamoras, N

ied, you should refuse to grant ;

: ]'_A\' telegraph of the 15th instant. ol : B

1 be signed N Yot hs collsstar which shou 1d T would submi
entirely spontaneous with , Bnd 1 W \ i that for the future t

. Y 4 tory 1 8( a =
§p P do []‘1.””2.” your esteeme itervent ,) B8O 1 R |
Z. GoobricH, Esq., Bt g B |
Collector, &ec., Boston, Mass.

adopted will sérve as a 1 l_'] coT e
In consequence of what is st ted, and ¢
doubts of this kind be entertained. I ask

R .o ninry t 1 y at
onsidering that it is a grave injury 10 l..Ln.l-iltltrl‘ ,
vour recourse, sir, to the government ol the
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United States, that it may issue instructions respecting it to the collector of the customs at Myr. Romero to Mr. Seward.
this port, in order that he may reply decidedly that the Mexican port of Matamoras is not
to be considered as comprehended in the blockade of the ports of the rebel States pro-
claimed by the President of the United States because, although it is perfectly true that :

the bar of the Rio Bravo del Norte is at the entrance common to said port and the port of MexicAN LEGATION IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

Brownsville, I also know that, by the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, concluded between Washington, August 1, 1861.
Mexico and the United States, the navigation of that river is neutral,

' av ) e to acknowledge y receipt of your note
reiterate to you, sir, my respect and consideration, God and liberty ! Mr. SECRETARY : I have the honor to acknowle dgt! the lrl,(, ll ; Ly 7
o R lated vesterday, in which you were pleased to enclose to me a copy ‘J e,
Clall . AR ’ k & ".\I--v : ‘:
communication of the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury of the 30th o
shing the clearance of veszels for Matamoras.
July last, touching the clearance of ve : ) : A -
I this day transmit a copy of your note, aforementioned, -.lndl i)t‘ the L.ﬂmmlll
<11'1n1'1 ‘ll'(:nlulv:).n'\'ill'.: it, to the government of Mexico, for its information and

[Translation. ]

To the CHARGE D’AFFAIRES
Of the Mezican Legation, Washington,

A true copy.—July 23, 1861.
ROMERO. ni
! 18 8 h'-‘l'i
nal decision upon thi u . : it o L S
- L avail m\--e-llt'-.f' this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my very
distinguished consideration. M. ROMERO.
My. Seward to Mr. Romero. Hon. WiLLiam H. SEWARD, &c., &v., 8.
DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Waskington, July 31, 1861.
Sir: Having submitted your note of the 23d instant to the Seeretary of the
Treasury, I have the honor to communicate herewith a copy of a letter from Translation. |
him dated yesterday, containing his decision in reference to” the subject laid e o oA R
before him, and which, I trust, will be regarded by the Mexiean government as MEexicaN LEGATION TO THE | NEERD:OTA i; ? ber 9, 1861
another proof of the disposition of the United States to facilitate as much as Washington, Septemoer 2,
possible the commereial intercourse between the two countries.
I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my
highest consideration.

Mr. Romero to Mr. Seward.

s e b i v of a note ad-
TR | av e honor to transmit to you a copjy !
Mr. SECRETARY : I have the h : .t vaat hi'the Mexiean
L. : . » date of 31st Aucust last past, by the Me:
dressed to this legation, uml'il 'LII.. oo ih-l;q at 111'1!l lmr"t 1}':'1'1191-5 to clear
Vew York, stating that the cnstom-house & ¢ y :
13 / SEWAR consul at New York, stating rec e 5 adine for several
417 . WILLTAM H. SEWARD. for Matamoras the schooner Alexander, “]lIL.]l. had been .101.1_1 g gl
Salpr DinsMpssns b o iu : ‘:1; 1 which was already prepared to sail for her destination, n aving
days, anc TS v s
n board arms or munitions of war. : AP stom-house
on im}r(l.l ause of sudh vEoceeliai msut &e that said custom h: i
Believing that the cause i . ]lt' f the Treasury Department of the
ice of y resolntions « : - “whi .
had not yet had notice of the res icate to me in your note
J : W, g rere pleased to communicate J .
b st h nES AR 31st of July last, which you were j  £0 ot pannocting that vou will
TREASURY DEPARTMENT, July 307 1861, i Sy f the same month, I address myself to you, requesting that y S
Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the note of Mr, Romero, obgho Alst of 4 t.:: the knowledge of the honorable Secretary of e rem
in regard to the clearance of vessels for Matamoras, Mexico, g
in your communication of the 26th instant.

the Mexican minister, ; e

enclosed for my consideration bring these facts
' for the results that should ensue. »w to you the assurances o

]I can perceive no objection to the ,:imuring of clearances to vessels destined to Matamoras I avail of this opportunity, gir, to renew to j

laden with merchandise of any kind except arms and munitions of war, Owing to the s = ho sideration. IMER

proximity of that port to Brownsville and urlhpr ports in Texas, on the Rio Grande, and the distinguished consideratior M. ROMERO.

facility with which arms and munitions of war may be furnished from that point to the in- < el A ., &c., &

surgents, it is obvious that one of the chief purposes of the blockade would be likely to be Hon. WiLLiam H. Sewarbp, §e., §e., §r.

defeated if articles of that description should be freely imported into Matamoras.

But in view of the friendly relations so happily subsisting between the United States and
Mexico, and which it is the desiye and interest of both countries to maintain unimpaired, the
restriction of the commerce of the United States with Mexican ports on the Rio Grande will
be confined within the narrowest limits compatible with the maintenance of an effective
blockade. No obstacle will, of course, be inter

f my most

[Translation. ]
2 c1caN CONSULATE AT NEW YORK,
posed to commercial intercourse between MEexicax CONSI [:;'\rl‘]a',,,-}; oo B
the United States and Me 1 ports not on the Rio Grande. New , Aug :
Instructions to this effect will be 'en to collectors of the customs ha f this place,
| | | | & o P ‘ To-d hepeler & Co., merchants o 118 |
Tam, very respectfully, To-day Messrs. Schepeler & Co., m

presented themselves at this

1 2y SHL At the - | -f1onse o 5 used absolutely a clearance for Mata-
101 of thi port Ie fused absol 1 ranc
108, wing that the custom L

adi for several days, and
y : hich has been loading for s ) I
: " - i s r Alexander My Wt . Ve ave stated to me that
A, nj - Ir-r.us””}‘ et heine rl.lﬁh Mlm;illl] I inati The same eentlemen have s
’ a8 to-day prepared to s or her 11 o
WHS to-day preps

{ ands of Mexican trade, and
{ % n of merchandise for the demands of Mexican b

the « y referred to cons : . s 1 g :
: g o 10 orf i 2 nglls B hlllln\.
contains nothing contraba _nt v the ]rl'nh of the month now ending, the Lu,rlh‘ 1ka\_:]_' e
The house mentioned cleared, on the It interposed no 1,“,.51.-;““.1, whate } _'-mfm_
S ta s vd from this \'t\ll.ﬂl.nl‘ll‘. t lL-. of
- g | he Department of State, and

Hon. W. H. SEWARD,
Sr'z’:‘:‘r‘di’y ri;" State.

;] Tlu-‘\ obtaing

recedent as | \
TS 1 st July from t

he notes of th
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the 30th of the vme month from that of the treasury, copies of which you sent me with

your communication r X it of the 1st of the p nt month ; for these two reasons, I
ay, the Messr 3 & Co. proe: 1

¢ are now refused. I bring the matter to your knowledge for your
coITec ; and for the results for which it may n place, with the understanding
2 4 - s s - I' 2% T . .- . . <
Tl'i:l:s-hliz-] Sl A L, & .1...U. this government, after having given its t]_m'!h:-l“ in the notes
ich 1 have referred above, changes it to-day without reason and without cause—ywith-
out reason, |"H.'['.‘L1[“t' the American government has not the right to close up a port of a
!1_‘1.-:“]]_\‘ nation, perhaps the only one that has given proofs, of friendship under existing
circumstances ; and without cause, because the two vessels which have sailed for Matamoras,
the Brune :u-:“nfl the William R. Xi on the 19th and 23th of the month now ending,
have not carried any contraband of war, at least with knowledge of this consulate, because
I very decidedly stated to the ’f_]‘:l'l“" hat I would not pass any invoice whatever which
ntained arms or munitions of war, and the busine s in fact so carried out, I ask you
» place this statement iff the knowlege of the Secretary of State, and be pleased to commu-
nicate the result to me,
God and Liberty !
= ; J. M. DURAN.
T'o the CHARGE OF THE LEGATION at Washinzton.

5 WASHINGTON, September 2, 1861.
I'rue copy :

ROMERO.

Mr. Seward to Mr. Romero.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 7, 1861.

Sir: Having transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury a translation of
your note of the 2d instant, and of its enclosure, relating to clearances of vessels
from loyal ports of the United States to Matamoras, 1 have now the honor to
communicate to you a copy of his reply, just received, dated the 5th instant.

A careful examination of the whole subject impresses me with the irresistible
conviction that the course which the Secretary of the Treasury has been im-
pelled to adopt is absolutely necessary to the public interest.

I zincerely share the regrets which he expresses that the exigencies of our
condition should impose the slightest restriction upon commereial intercourse
with a friendly nation, but I also anticipate, with much confidence, that the
enlightened government of Mexico will not hesitate to appreciate and admit the
imperative necessity which dictates the measure resorted to.

I avail myself of this occasion to renew to you, sir, theassurances of my most
distinguished consideration.

2 : WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

Sefior DoN MaTias RomEero, &c., &c., &c.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, September 5, 1861.
_ BIR: lge the receipt of your communieation of the 3d instant,
inviti 1y ¢ tion to the translati f a note, dated the 2d instant, from Mr, Romero,
.\It'-.‘ ‘hargé d'affaires, upon the subject of clearances to v Is bound to Matamora :
_Ha een informed, before the receipt of your communication, of the at iner
shipmen atamoras, much beyond, i ieved, any legitimate demand in that por
e their ostensible destination, they were, i
ed the collector at New York to grs

ial directions to that effect. This restriction

the regret that the pre jon of affairs in that

! M 1 sary to place a partial and

over ou Y iel 1 n 1 \‘.'i'”l'. ] OW-
h may be thus in f m imate tra f Mexico must be slight

ded in loading the vessel to which the respective

MEXICAN AFFAIRS. 495

the continuance of commercial intercourse with Matamoras might be seriously detrimental to
the United States in the contest she is now waging to restore her htful authority in the
insurgent States. The Mexican authorities, it is believed, cannot fail to perceive, and to
appreciate in a liberal spirit, the necessity of this measure in the present exigency of our
national affairs, although it may seem to wear an unfriendly aspect.
I am, very respectfully,
8. P. CHASE,
Secretary of the Treasury.
Hon, WiLLIiaM H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State.

Mr. Romeo to Mr. Seward.
[Translation. ]

Mexican LeeaTioN To THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
Washington, September 10, 1861.

Mr. SECRETARY : I have had the honor to receive the note you were pleased
to address to me under date of 7th instant, communicating to me the decision
of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury, in relation to having ordered the
suspension of the clearance of vessels from ports of the United States not under
blockade, to Matamoras.

I confess, sir, that the note of the honorable Secretary of the Treasury of the
5th instant, of which you did me the favor to send me a copy, and which con-
taing the reasons which caused that measure, has given me a painful impression.

I hold myself entirely absolved from exception in confining myself to show-
ing the obligation which the government of the United States lies under to grant
clearances of vessels from the recognized ports of this country for any port in
Mexico, provided such clearances are given to the ports of any other nation.
To exclude Matamoras from this right is equivalent to its partial blockade, which
I do not consider the government of the United States is authorized to do in
the state of peace in which we happily find ourselves.

Without prejudice to my giving an immediate report to my government of
thiz decision of the United States, and reserving the right to act according to
what may be resolved upon in Mexico upon this business, I believe it to be my
duty to make some corrections of the representations which determined the ac-
tion of the Treasury Department ; these explanations, looked upon in a friendly
manner, are, to my understanding, sufficient to determine the revocation of that
measure.

Sinee the last demarcation of boundaries made between Mexico and the United
States placed Matamoras on the dividing line, the commerce of that port has
oreatly increased. Now it receives not only the articles required for the con-
:-.11111112'3“11 of the city, but many others with which it supplies Tamaulipas and

, other neighboring states.

Nearly one-half of the articles imported in the Mexican republic during the
Jast six years have come in over the frontier, being brought from the United
States, although, until this time, the greater part of such importations have
been clandestine. The two principal places of deposit were Matamoras, which
received the goods from New Orleans and Paso del Norte in Chihuahua, which
received them from St. Louis, Missouri. In consequence of the blockade of
the former, and of the interruption of communication between the latter with
the seceding States, this great traffic on the frontier has been suspended, and
for the purpose of re-establishing and following it up in a regular and lawful
manner the merchants of Matamoras*sent their ul’(.l(’J'r:‘.t\'J the merchants of New
York and Boston.

How, then, should it cause astonishment that, when the honorable Secretary
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of the Treasury permitted the clearance of vessels fon Matamoras, after a com-
plete paralysis of several months, two vessels sailed from New York, with a fow
days only between, and a third should be getting ready for departure ?

The injury, then, which will result to Mexico from the suspension of its
lawful trade is not so slight as Mr. Chase believes. The merchants of Mata-
moras, who find the markets of the United States closed to them, will seek what
they want in Europe, and then the injury will reach also the dona fide com-
merce of this country.

I beg you, sir, to have the goodness to communicate this note to Mr. Chase,
as I have no doubt from his acknowledged enlightenment, that he will find in
these explanations motives which justify the revocation of that direction.

I avail of this opportunity to repeat to you, sir, the assurances of my very
distingnished consideration.

M. ROMERO.

Hon. Wm. H. SEwarb, §ec., §c., §e.

Mr. Seward to DMr. Romero.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, September 13, 1861.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 10th instant, re-
plying to mine of the 7th, relative to the suspension of elearances for Matamoras.

After a careful perusal of your note, I am constrained to admit that T do not
perceive the analogy you suggest between the measure adopted by this gov-
ernment for its own safety and the blockade of a port of a friendly power.
There is unquestionable room for doubt as to the oma fide character of the
traffic carried on between Matamoras and the frontier of the insurgent State of
Texas, and this government would be derelict to the first principle of national
existence if it failed to make the consideration of its own safety and integrity
one of paramount importance.

Under these cireumstances, the order for the suspension of clearances for
Matamoras cannot, at this juncture, be rescinded ; and it is confidently believed,
indeed it eannot be doubted, that the enlightened government of Mexico will,
upon mature deliberation, not only justify, but approve the measure.

A copy of this note, as well as of your own, to which it is a reply, will be
transmitted to the Secretary of the Treasury.

T avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assurances of my
most distinguished consideration.

WM. H. SEWARD.

Sefior Don MaTias RoMERo, §¢., &c., &e.







