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ADVERTISEMENT.

Sinee publication No. 56 (Remarks of Commander George De U.
8. N., on the coasts of Lower California and Mexico) was issued from
this office, the whole coast deseribed therein has been replotted, with
many additions and corrections to the preliminary charts. This neces-
sitated a new publication, revised and much enlarged.

The present work has been compiled by Lieut. Samuel Belden, U. S.
N, chiefly from the data furnished by Commander Dewey and the offi-
cers of the U. 8. 8. Narragansett. Where other anthorities are quoted
it is mentioned in the text.

The originals of the views are by Messrs, W. F. Beardslee and H, von
Bayer. They were redrawn at this office by Mr. A. von Motz, for photo-
lithographing.

J. €. P. de KRAFFT,

Hydrographer.

U. S. HYDrROGRAPHIC OFFICE,
Washington, D. (., August, 1880,
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NOTE.

The bearings, conrses, and trend of the ]
zpagngthr, the true bearing in degrees and minutes and
following it, in points and f actions of the
thus, N. 43° 30/ W. (Nw,
annual chanoe are give

and are given both true and
the magnetie,
racti a point, to the nearest uig'ht-h;
¢ W.mag.) The magretie \'ariafiun-aml
. | 1L up to the date of the latest el
tion, which date is stated in t]

n ‘ e Text.
The direction of the winds as given, is t]

of currents, the point toward wi

iable informa.

I 1e point from which they blow ;
: 1ch they set.
Distances are expressed in nautical miles,

fathoms. A cable’s length is 100

A\.‘ y T 'R aQTa T 20 i
soundings are reduced to mean low water, unless otherwise stated
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PARTE &

WEST COAST OF THE PENINSULA OF LOWER CAL-
IFORNIA — GENERAL DESCRIPTION — WINDS,
WEATHER, CURRENTS, ETC.

The entire west coast of the peninsula of Lower California
from the boundary line to Cape San Lucas is, with the ex-
ception of the valleys of Santo Tomas and Todos Santos,
barren in the extreme. The land is generally high and pre-
cipitous, and its approaches bold ; but there are many places
where vessels may anchor and find shelter from the prevail-
ing coast wind.

The prevailing winds along the coast are from a north-
westerly direction, and they may be said to blow steadily
from that direction for eight months out of the year. Dur-
ing the months of November, December, January, and Feb-
ruary, winds from south-east to south-west will be frequently
met with, and during these months moderate south-east
gales, accompanied with considerable rain, will be occasion-
ally encountered. About the breaking up of these gales the
wind hauls to the south-west, and sometimes blows quite
hard for a few hours, then eomes from the north-west with
fine weather. In December and January, heavy northers
are liable to oceur; these winds blow from north to north-
east and last from one to three days. Daring the summer
months strong south-east gales of short duration occur in the
vicinity of Cape San Lncas, sometimes extending as far
north as Magdalena Bay.

Dauring the greater part of the year the weather along the
coast is clear and pleasant, and the climate salubrious and
equable; rains are most frequent between May and Octo-
ber; fogs oceur at all seasons of the year; the largest pro-
portion of foggy weather being encountered during the sum-
mer months; they usually occur at night or in the early
morning and clear up at about ten o’clock in the forenoon,

1 MEX
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«Currenta.

CURRENTS.

the remainder of the day being clear and pleasant. South
of Cerros Island there is much less fog than north of it, the
weather clears eariier in the forenoon, the temperature is
lower, and the winds lighter.

The currents along the coast setin the direction of the
prevailing wind, and vary in strength from half a knot to a
knot per hour. Near the land the influence of the tides is
felt. At all times an easterly set should be quarded against.
A very slight NW. current has occasionally been found in
the winter season, but it is of rare occurrence. :

CH A TR

FROM THE BOUNDARY MARK BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
AND MEXICO TO POINT SAN EUGENIO, INCL UDING CERROS,
NATIVIDAD, AND THE SAN BENITO ISLANDS.

The boundary line between the United States and Mexico
is marked by a white marble obelisk about 20 feet high,
resting on a pedestal. It stands on a low table land near
the edge of the bluff, about 300 yards from the beach, and
is plainly visible from the water. Its geographical position,
as determined by the U. 8. Coast Survey in 1871, is Lat. 32°
31’ 58,46 N., Long. 117° 07° 32".37 W., abount 10:% miles S.
369 30’ W. (true) from Point Loma light-house. This mon-
ument marks the north-western initial peint of the survey
of the “Coast of Mexico from the northern boundary to
Cape Corrientes, including the Gulf of California,” by Com-
mander George Dewey, in the U. 8. S. Narragansett.

The Coronados Islets are a group of barren rocks of trap
formation lying abont 7 miles off the coast and extending
about 5 miles in a NW. and SE. direction. The south-
ernmost is the largest and is 2 miles long by half a mile in
width; it is wedge-shaped, and its highest peak is 674 feet
above the sea level. The south-eastern extremity of the
group bears S. 34° 30 W. (S. by W. 3 W. mag.), distant 104
miles from the boundary monument and S.2° E. (S.by E. § E.
mag.), 17 miles distant from Point Loma light-house. On
the west and north-west sides of the southern islet,at a dis-
tance of three-quarters and one-half a mile respectively, are
two barren rocks about 50 feet high that are a favorite re-
sort for the enormous sea elephants that frequent this coast.
N. 620 30' W. (WNW. 3 W. mag.) from the northern end
of the largest islet, at a distance of 24 miles, lies the north-
westernmost of the group, a barren rock about 7 cables in
length, and 350 feet high. Between this islet and the others
is a passage with from 18 to 50 fathoms water and numer-
ous patches of growing kelp.

Boundary mon-

ument,

Los Coronados.




