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ENGLISH COMPOSITION.

I.
OBJECTS AND THEIR PARTS

The first
. st step to be taken } £
ideas. The '“elr_?ox?db'c Tf;th?n in writing composition is ¢
; 5 d is E =) S1110N 18 i
obtained. To acquii-g E. 1{9 proper expression of the id(? Ohiam
of i ideas, it is necess: ©30ea waen
servation; to use t! coessary to euliny i
! Sy ultivate habit
objects, b E e ‘eyes not i | e
! , but also their diff t £ only in noticin i
ties, uses p duferent parts; t i & Zuire
, uses; operations, and effi ; to consider their :
to other thi ns, and effects; tooether wi eir quali-
) vings. The mi e ether w. ir relati
quires it f.lh_e mind em}ﬂovgd s 8\1‘11{1111 their relation
¥ L als for itz own' o 5 SUC '0Cesses
arise as it wer 8 101 1ts own operations, and th e adtis
For 1 ‘ﬁue spontaneously il thoughts and ideas
for the first exereis g
posed it studm;?kl'e e composition, therefore, it is
s Visible obisct. ao e required to enumerate e P
Soch, 5000Ring Tl lloagog < T o
o > noe
o

Lizample.

A HOUSE
15 Its parts are
e ins 1
The Outﬁp{-l:: %ﬁm ‘.Vﬁ}lJSCOt, Shir:
e 7 T;e s-‘ta.n's, drawinﬂa'm
Tho entry, b s o v rom,
. : 2 : ’
Tﬁ: 1231}1}1; ’i he chimne’y, %‘lﬁg Fi?nt]el:'n% B
R ::,, Tile (liiosets, The wooa 5(5}_?:.') 11‘5‘-:
. 1e kitchen, The out buildi(n,os
os.




AIDS TO ENGLISH COMPOSITION.

FBxercises.

[n 2 similar manner enumerate the parts of the following objects

A carriage. sheep. A bosk.
A ship. cat. A kite.
A church. landscape. A cow.
A tree. school-room. A goat.
A map. watch. A dog.
A horse. clock. A picture.

II.

OBJECTS, THEIR QUALITIES AND USES.

The parts of a visible object having been noticed, the nex
step to be taken is the enumeration of its qualities and uses

according to the following

Lizample,

GraAss: It is hard, inodorous, insoluble,
solid, colorless, dry,
smooth, heavy, fusible,
bright, uninflammable, thick or thin,
trangparent, durable, long,
brittle, stiff] short,
cold, inflexible, wide,
tasteless, water proof, useful.

Its uses:

for windows to admit light:

For spectacles to assist sight:

For useful wessels, such as tumblers, pitchers, decanters;
wine-glasses, jelly-classes, bottles, phials, inkstands, lamps,
and lamp-glasses, chandeliers, handles of doors and drawers,
vases, cups, and ornaments, such as beads, drops, prisms,
&c.
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Exercises.

In the same manner enumerate the qualities of the following objects.

Wood. Sugar. A lamp.
Tron. Salt. Ivory.

Lead. Sponge. A pm.
Silver. A desk. A chair.
Gold. Wool. A table.

A feather. Cotton. A penknife.
A pen. Wazx. A quill.
Water. ‘Whalebone. An inkstand.
Leather. A horn. Ice.

Paper. Chalk. Snow.

111

OBJECTS, THEIR PARTS, QUALITIES. PROPERTIES, USES
AND APPENDAGES.

The parts, properties, and uses of visible objects having
now been considered, the two processes may be united, in the
consideration of the parts, qualities, properties, uses and ap-
pendages, as in the following

Example.

A PrN consists of the quill, pith, surfaces,
shaft, nib, groove,
feather, shoulders, inside, ani
laminz, skin, outside.

Qualities. The quill is transparent, emooth, elastie,
round or bright, yellowish,
cylindrical, hard, horny,
hollow, glossy, tough.

The shaft s opake, white, hard,
angular, stiff, grooved

The pith is white, porous, soft,
spongy elastic. ligh,
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The use of the pen is to write down what we hz{t{\{e seln;z:
read, or thought, and thereby to preserve wh:{; wou “ngt e
bly soon be lost, if intrusted to the memory (.m{;f Whas
once written can be read, or preserved for iutu}e o1 mb-en t:
and thereby we can learn what our friends T'WVhO are abs
and even those who are dead, have seen or said.

Fxercises.

Exumerate the parts, qualities, and uses of the following objects

A book. A work-box. ﬁ lx\-.?;f;

A house. A saw. e g.

A tree. A chisel. = r
A table. A plane. T}m a;'m -
A burean. A bz.all, TII:- foot-
The contents of a hox. A kite. Th; eve-
A secretary. A dressing-case- s 5
A plate. 2 A sofe. Thb £ ‘.e
A barrel. A chair. The mo:uih
g e The !1? an face
A candlestick, A key. e hum

IV.
EVENTS.

The object of this lesson is to teach the learner to d;&suilg};

in easy sentences, any circumstances which happen to nms
S. ;

ml%(;ﬂslﬁguld be directed to write the incident just as he}wo;.llq
relate it to his parents or a young friend ; and E\[‘tel" e ﬂ{?
thus written it, to revise it carefully, to see whether any o
his words are mis-spelt, and whether he has used the very
words which he intended to use.

Example.
e - o
On returning home yesterday, T saw a man severely beating

s horse. 1 stopped a moment to ascertain the cause; and
perceived that one of the wheels of the wagon had sunk deep
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ire the mire, and the poor anima. was exerting all his strength
to drag the heavy load, while the cruel driver was mercilessly
beating the unfortunate creature because he could not proceed.

Fxercisae.

In a similar manner, the learner may deseribe the following events

The meeting of a beggar in the street
The overturn of a carriage.

The passing of a procession.

The sailing of a ship.

The catching of a fish.

The capture of a bird.

The raising of a kite.

A fire. -

The raising of a building,.

V.

OBJECTS AND EVENTS.

The object of this lesson is to accustom the iearner to com-
bine the results of the preceding lessons.

The same directions should be given to him as are present-
ed in the last lesson; and it will be proper to enferce the
directions with regard to the spelling, and the proper use of
words, in every exercise.

Example.

As my brother was riding in the country, he saw a beauli
ful, larce house, painted white, with green blinds. In the
front of the house was a small flower-garden, and the bright
tulips, all in full bloom, presented-a brilliant show. The rose
bushes were not yet in flower ; but the lily of the valley was
dropping its modest head, while it perfumed the air with its
delicious fragrance. At the back of the house weie a num-
ber of fruit trees, in full blossom, among which was the peach
tree, with its beautiful pink flowers. Some boys were scen

1'5?
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clustering around a willow near the brook, busﬂy‘ (in%ageg
with their knives. One was cutting the small 1ea§‘ea 3.1}1
3cions from a large branch, which he had just taiilex} 1omk1_;$2
tree for a whip, while another was busily engage 111]31]:12;J ing
a whistle. As my brother approached the house, t-de (2»3
mistaking him for the owner, immediately scsl.mplelre BY y‘; 3
some hiding themselves among the bushes, while the 1:101(3(’:]1jl t
tive leaped over the high stone wall, to escape bem_g]clz}luc_ b
It appeared that these boys were truants from a neigh (ixrmlt?
school-house, and the little rogues were fearful, not 1?1? s
being caught in trespassing upon private ground, but 1i G\‘\tla[-:
lest they should be carried into the presence of their master,
to be corrected for playing the truant.

FErercises.

In the same manner the Jearner may describe the following objects and
events;

Boys fishing from a bridge.

Girls dressing their dolls.

A tree blown down by a tempest.

Boy driving cows or sheep to pasture.

Horses running at large. s £ 2 s

A dog, in a state of madness, biting pai.‘ssengela in the street.

ion iger brok n its cage.

A lion, elephant, or tiger broken loose fror g g

A mcn'afrc%"ic, with the postures and employments of the wild anmals.
= - - i

A musenm, with dancing puppets.

A public concert.

An exhibition of paintings and statnary.

VI.
NAMES.

The object of this excrcise on names, is fo prepare the
student for a fi.ture exercise on definitions. _How it is to be
performed will Ye readily scen from the following

Ezxamples.

What is the name which is applied to false or undeserved
praise ?
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Answer. Flattery. -

By what name do we call the delaying of that which we
know cannot be finally escaped or avoided ?

Answer. Procrastination.

By what name do we designate that animal which has two
horns, a long tail, and cloven feet, and that affords beef, butter,
and cheese ?

Answer. The Cow.

By what name do we designate the restraint of appetite
and passion ?

Answer, Temperance.

Lxereises.

What name is given to the reverence of God ?

What name is applied to an effort of genius and art, producing an
association of exalted and brilliant ideas in language harmoniously
arranged ? - :

A general coincident feeling between two persons?

Habitual inactivity both of mind and body 2

That tranquil state of mind in which the agitations of anxiety and dis
appointment are no longer felt ? 2

That state of mind which suffers no dismay from danger?

The dissolution of corporeal existence

The resolution to persist in any urdertaking that has been commenced 2
The time after sunset ?

That God is present every where, and that he knows =ll things ?
A habit of being pleased ?

VIL
SIMPLE DIALOGUE, OR CONVERSATION.

Young persops are seldom at a loss for topics 6f conversa-
tion, when left unrestrained to themselves. But as soon as
they are required to write what is called a composition, they
feel at a loss what to say. This arises from no inability to
form ideas, nor from want of words to express them; but
rather from a vague apprehension that something is required
of them, which they have never done before; and to which
they know not how to address themselves, The cultivation
of the habits of observation, to which allusion has already
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i ise, Wi em wholly out ox
been made in the first exercise, will _he‘lp thd = thg e
the difficulty ; especially, if they be informed, that ;h =
writing is nothing more than the art of expressing wi g
Sn signs whie resent themselves to the eye, that,
hand, in signs which presen e
which with their voice, they convey to the ears e
In other words, that in their early attempts at wmtm,_:> o E)a
sition, they may write down in letters, what they would say
) : . - .
to their companions in their common conver satlo‘nf1 g e
To cultivate the habits of observation, the fo cmu;_;ri t];
e S L B st e ‘ g e
lozue, from the pen of Dr. Aikin, is Prtbef’lteil., t“:)trl e
recommendation that it be read to the young elu& en -,} W;
he be required to read it cazefully, in order that he 1.}.};
? = i 3 1 1 iv SErVe W
learn to uss his eyes aright, and attentively observe wha
passes before them.

THE TUTOR AND HIS PUPILS.
Eyes and no Eyes; or, the Art of Secing.

. s - an 3
«Well. Robert, where have you been walking this afternoon ? ? gaid a
¢ : S TRT
tator to one of his pupils, :11% the Cl]osc {_d &u}(]lo::}af(lund T
’ ve b room-heath, and s y &
Robert. 1 have been to Broom-heath, R by e G
up{;:b(“ﬂmpvmount. and home through the meadows by the river side
Tutor. Well, that is a pleasant round. . o
il:”’ilg-‘ I i;l:Jﬂ it very dull, Sir; T scarcely met with :1;111;5;& per
DDETL. | A 3 : ; N =
. ad 1d h rather have gone along the turnpike road.
O WLy if sostns n y ur object, you wonld,
~ Tutor. Why, if seeing men and horses was your 0.{ b Jono
indeed. have been better entertained on the high-road. But 3
izl
; illiam ? e S
Su}?ﬁ?)v'-'r We sct out together, but he lagged behind in the lane, so
alkced on and left him. e
Wi gz:crw That was a pity.. He would have been company fﬁ{ }lu_u.” o
Robert. 0. he is so tedious, always stopping to look at tiila f unrt.
L% 1 slll rether wilk & "I dare say he is not got home yet.
ath ralk alone. I dare say he is not gc 3
t! I wonld rather walk alo [ da y hos not go :
ﬂm’l’ulm-. Here he comes: Well, William, \x-h(‘ine Jj‘_‘f" you h]e:iltﬁ o
William. 0, the pleasantest walk ! I went all over Broom-h e :{\n
50 up to the mill at the top of the hill, and then down among the gre
adows by the side of the river. . =
m?"uflor \‘\'gv, that is just the round Robert has been taking, and he
i 3 refers the high-road. :
ins of its dulness, and prefers t o] S gt
Cmﬁ;}gz’am 1 wonder at that. I am sure I hardly took a stf(:p i‘]_m"t._{;lclg
not delicht me, and I have brought home my hundl;erulu_et full of (111}(‘)?1 =
TFE;U?? Suppose, then, you give us an acconnt of what amused y 0
+ T fantv it will be as new to Robert as to me-
nch. I faney it will be as new to : . ;
50 ?{-’;{Hum I will do it weadily. The lane leading to the L}cm‘;‘:,‘ﬁ} g?
know, is close and sandy, so I did not mind it much, %mt_ made ; 1%&\,33 %
my way However, 1 spied a curious thing enough in the llle ::r.. iy
was an old crab-tree, out of which grew a great bunch of something g
quite different from the tree itself. Hereis a branch cf it.
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Zutor.  Ah! this is a mis ‘etoe, a plant of great fame for the use made
of it by the Druids of old ir their religious rites and incantations. It
hears a very slimy white berry, of which birdlime may be made, wnence
the Latin name, Viscus. It is one of those plants which do not grow in
the ground by a root of their own, but fix themselyes upon other plants;
whence they have been humorously styled parasitical, as being hangers
on, or dependents. It was the mistletoe of the oak that the Druids par-
ticalarly honored.

Willam. A little farther on, I saw a green woodpecker fly to a trea
and run up the trunk like a cat.

Tutor. That was to seek for insects in {he bark, on which they live
They bore holes with their strong bills for that purpose, and do much
damage to the trees by it.

Walligm. What beautiful birds they are!

Tutor. - Yes; they have been called, from their color and size, the Eng-
lish parrot.

William. When I got upon the open heath, how charming it was)
The air seemed so fresh, and the prospect on every side so free and un
bounded! Then it was all covered with gay flowers, many of which 1
had never observed before. There were at least three kinds of heath,
(I have got them in my handkerchief here,) and gorse, and broom, and
bell-flower, and many others of all colors, of which Iwill beg you pre
sently to tell me the names.

Tutor. 'That T will, readily.

William. 1 saw, too, several birds that were new to me. There was
& pretty grayish one, of the size of a lark, that was hopping about some
great stones; and when he flew, he showed a great deal of white above
his tail.

Lutor. That was a wheat-ear. They are reckoned very delicious -
hirds to eat, and frequent the open downs in Sussex, afid some other
counties, in great numbers. .

Wiiliam. ~There was a flock of lapwings upon a marshy part of the
heath, that amused me much. As I came near them. some of them kept
fiying ronnd and round. just over my head, and erying pewit so distinet-
1y, one might almost fancy they spoke. I thonght I should have caught
one of them, for he flew ‘as if one of his wings was broken, and often
tumbled close to the ground; but, as I came near, he always contrived to
get anay.

Tutor. Ha, hal yon were finely taken in, then! This was all an
artifice of the bird’s, fo entice you away from its nest; for they build upon
the bare ground, and their nests would easily be observed, did they not
draw off the aitention of intruders, by their loud cries and counterfeit
lameness,

William. T wish I had known that, for he led me a long chase, often
over shoes in water. However, it was the cause of my falling in with an
old man and a boy, who were cutting and piling up turf for fuel; and I
had 2 good deal of talk with them, about the manner of preparing the
turf, and the price it sells at. They gave me, too, a creature I never saw
before— a yonng viper, which they had Just killed, together with its dam.
I haye seen several common snakes, but this is thicker in proportion, and
of a darker color than they are.

Tutor. True. Vipers frequent those turfy, bogoy grounds pretty
much, an3 T have known several turf-cutters bitten by them
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r mot?
7ills X v venomous, are they 1o R
Bt i inful and dangerous, I
Wior.  Epough so to make their wounds pai
oy -ove fatal. : S
ﬂlb}i’%?'ldam :s?cz‘l‘l:—l then took my course up to tt-lc{:: ;r;dtr;n‘- el
¥ :tra??li-cﬁmbéd up the steps of the mill, in ordir' UI,: uo{mtcd o

g V xtensive prospect! y vee
P : . What an extenst : e Sy

of the com’_tii’f_"gffg 1 saw several gentlemen’s housesﬁut ,_\:3;5 tc})ie St

El}xmrd; f::ig g‘-&en woods and p!ant:ttio?s;tizﬁl_dl ] :O‘TL}L'.'L ieﬁlind ko
e mias : > e :

: i o the low grounds, 3 i e

11%;_}:}5 (1)1f thertelr ’ililutglfggu what T mean to do, if you will give me leave.

of hills. Bu ¥

T: Vhat is that ? . it v map, by

jfii'ﬁfr'- 3 }111:‘}?1 tl:; acain, and take with me (f:al? :.li;?lfghy map, by
. £ b < 4 % 63,

1._1 Iam]h'- 11 mh‘tb!h- be able to make out most of the pla‘ LLe etk

] b it, and I will go with you, and tak

Tutor. You shall have 1t, 2
: 5 & 1 struck me,
Spying glass. orv olad of that. Well — a thought stru :
X hall.be very gla Hll—3 bt
t.halt%;:'{;{‘iﬁé h}llsis called Camp-mount, tl;.m"e, in}lg,.g, ]}:g};"ﬁ};t Ezr;ms o
: : ds, with which I have read tha I
ns itcl nd mounds, with wh hiavre t griniii
s Ofl L(]ilmzﬁlc? I really believe I discovered something of thaf
surrounded.  really e
: ide of the mount. > = : R
rumi:!ng m%rﬂcdrvoﬁisl*' vou might. I know 2nthuaneﬁ- ]gn. eIl ;‘1331;11c1-=
7‘1 ro(;;-nim as exisiin'g there, which somelsuppose ;0 e Roman, otl

Dar We will exami further when we go.

; T xamine them furthe : go-. =

Da{}‘}lg}: n“ ef:éll}n cthc hill T went straight down to] tue.meadcﬁ 5“1_3;3011],

s i k i the river. 2
1 ide hat runs into ; v

and walked on the side of a brook t G i Airent
hordered with reeds, and flags, and tall ower R st s
f':' m those I had seen on the hcat!}. AsIw as ge },n: st
o h of them, I heard something ]:}ui}gc into t ge “.1 e e
reach one ..-qtei‘t‘r'lt- and I spw it swim over to the other : : -,«{-.-l]
b 1;}.1";;_1: 1"'Ther(‘; \;'ere a great many dragon-flies all alboz}t t 11{; tt‘t; ;“.1
Fd e M ne I re got him here in a leaf.

“Y cane he finest, and have got hi i
» ‘u‘%.ht onct(glfa't 111513 that T saw hovering over the water, E\Iidff);}t’l y nr;g\jtt
lof:lg‘:heg’ acsrtinﬂ do\m into it! It was all over a mixture o cwlﬁnt le-:-s
gﬂ utiful ereen and blue, with some orange color. -.[}E \\J'l:qﬂom
tl‘33 o thrush, and had a large head and bill, and]_q s 1_(,:?.4: e

.ﬂ,ﬁ A T ecan tell you what that bird was —a kingfis :u‘.{ = el
‘g {L(’n' of th; ancients, about which so many tales are t]m 3 ; [162 g
{'“hﬂ-‘\ghich it catches in the manner you saw. It h‘lr"la-l(fi in ]1Jh o
. “and is & shy, retired bird, never to be seen far from E

¥ o )
e t another sicht at him, for T never saw a
hilliam. must try to get another sich i fen o TR e
bi .:;tl}‘?ifmleiud me so much. Well, I followed F_Ius 11{1.:;6}1{)?‘%]; ti e

1.'. 1 .tge river, and then took the path th:\t runs along th LI \.c i
iy site side 'I observed several little birds rumung_al:mg ; 1cb s ct; :
ﬁmﬂomr)\{};zlgipi'i)hm noise. They were brown and white and about as
and making 3 1z A
D:gj@t -S'o?r s“ipiiqnpose they were sand-pipers, one of the I}nnﬂmrm;s flléﬂﬂl;
of bir{'lls ‘that wet their living by wading among the shellows, and p o

A3 Lo L - o
and insects. &
= %VP ;;Erswm There were & great many swallows, too, s_pmtm;rh up01‘1_ ﬂ(;}:
-f'a‘cct of.‘thc water, that entertained me with their motions. -vorn&?un.nqo
ilrli::v dashed into the stream; sometimes they pursued on]e 3110'.112.0. -
quickly, that the eye could scarcely follow them. In one place, whe
g8 2
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high, steep sand-bank rose directly above the river, I olserved many of
ck<m go in and out of holes, with which the bank was bored full.

Tutor. Those were sand-martins, the smallest of our four s
swallows. They are of a mouse-col
make their nests and brin

pecies of
or above, and white beneath. They
gz up their young in these holes, which run a
great depth, and by their situation are secure from all plunderers,

Wiltiam. A little farther, I saw a man in a hoat, who was eatching
eels in an odd way. He had a long pole with broad fron prongs at the
end, just like Neptune's trident, only there were five instead of three.
This he pushed straicht down into the mud, in the deepest parts of the
river, and fetched up the eels stickin & between the prongs.

Tutcr. 1 have seen this method. Tt is called spearing of eels.

William. - While I was looking at him, a heron camg flying over my
head, with his large flapping wings, He alighted at the next turn of the
river, and I erept softly behind the bank to watch his motions. He had
waded into the water as far as his long legs would carry him, and was
standing with his neck drawn in, looking intently on the stream. Pres-
ently he darted his long bill as quick as lightning into the water, and
drew out a fish, which he swallowed. T saw him catch another in the
same manuer. He then took alarm at some noise I made, and flew

away slowly to a wood at some distance, where he settlod.

Tutor. Frobably his nest was there, for herons build upon the loftiest
tree they can find, and sometimes in society together, like rooks. For-
merly, when these birds were valued for the amusement of hawking,
many genflemen had their heronries, and a few are still remaining.

William. 1 think they are the largest wild birds we have,

Tutor. They are of great length and spread of wing, but their bodies
are comparatively small.

William. 1 then turned homeward across the mead
ped awhile to look at a large flock of starling
no great distance. I could not fell, at first,
they rose all together from the ground
formed themselves into a kind of bl
After taking a short round, they settled again, and presently rose again
in the same manner. I dare say there were hundreds of them.

Tutor. Perhaps so; for, in the fenny counties, their flocks are sc
numerous, as to break down whole acres of reeds by settling on them.
This disposition of starlings to fly in close swarms was remarked even
by Homer,
of starlings

William.
the way to our house, and passed close by a deep marl-pit. Looking
into it, I saw in one of the sides a cluster of what I took to be shells; and,
upon going down, I picked up a clod of marl which was quite full of
tem; but how sea-shells conld get there I cannot imagine.

Tutor. 1 do not wonder at your surprise, since many philosophers
have been much perplexed to account for the same appearance. It is not
uncommon to find great quantities of shells and relics of marine animals
even in the bowels of high mountains very remote from the sea.
William. T got to the high field next to our house
setting, and I stood looking at it £ill it was quite lost.
sight! The clouds were tinged with pur
all shades and hues, and the clear sky var

ows, where T stop
which kept flying abont at
what to make of them ; for
; as thick 83 a swarm of bees, and
ack cloud, hovering over the field.

who compares the foe flying from one of his heroes, to a clowd
refiring dismayed at the approach of the hawk.
After T had left the meadows, T crossed the cornfields in

just as the sun was

What a glorions
ple and crimson, and yellow of
ied from blue to a fine green at
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the horizon. But how large the sun appears, justas it sets! I think
geoms twice as biz as when it is over Tead.

Tutor. It does soj; and you may probably have cbserved the same
apparent enlargement of the moon at its rising, g

William. I have; but pray what is the reason of this? :

Tutor. It is an optical deception, depending upoi principles which I
cannot well explain to you, till you kriow more of that branch of science.
But what a number of now ideas this afternoon’s walx has afforded you!
1 do not wonder that you found it amusing ; it has been very instruetive,
tco. Did yow see nothing of all these sights, Robert? :

Tobert, T saw some of them, but I did mot take partieular notice of
them.

Tutor. Why not?

Robert. Idonot know. I did rot care ahout them; and I made the
best of my way home.

Tutor. That would have been right, if you had been sent on a mes-
sage; buf, as you only walked for amusement, it would have been wiser
to have s-ught out as many sources of it as possible. Butso itis; one
mbn walks through the world with his eyes open, and another with them
ghut; and upon this difference depends all the superiority of knowledge
the one acquires above the other. 1 have known sailors who had been m
all the quarters of the world, and could tell you nothing but the‘sxgns_of
the tippling-houses they frequented in the differcnt ports, and the price
and quality of the liquor. On the other hand, a Franklin eould not cross
the Channel without making some observations nseful to mankind. ‘While
many a vacant, thoughtless youth, i3 whirled thronghout Europe, without
gaining a single idea worth crossing a street for; the observing eye and
inquiring mind find matter of improvement and delight, in every ramble
in town and country. Do you, then, William, continue to make use of
your eyes; and you, Robert; learn that eyes were given you fo use.

The preceding dialogue, i€ it has been attentively read, will
probably enable the young student to-write simple dinlogues
or conversations, similar to that presented in the following

Example.
DIALOGUE BETWEEN CHARLES AND HENRY, ABOUT DOGS.

Oharles. Whose dog is that, Henry, which I saw in your
yard yesterday?

Henry. He belongs to my uncle, who bought him, when
he was very young, of a poor boy in the street. The boy
appeared very destitute, and uncle bought him rather out of
compassion for the boy, than because he wanted the dog.

Charles. Is he good for any thing,—has he been trained?

Henry.” O yes; he is a very valiable animal. Uncle
would not sell kim af any price. Heis an excellent wate
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g;)ﬁ_;irand knpws more ﬂ.la!l many boys of his own ace. The
hc hulmmmg he was sitting in a chair at the window from'
z:relilc : lle had been accustomed to look at the boys as they
mme }rJ} a}ilmg in the street, and, finding that he could not qeia
4 )]?Cdl}t ~e \‘vmdow, on account of the frost on the olass Lhe
ﬁ%{;t efm 1111:, :‘gu‘mltongue to one of the panes, and, Ii(:fiili;v,th'ﬁ
S he glass, attempted to look the
which he had clear i o i
g ed being only laree it o
. _ enough to admit
eye, he immediately made a in_ n st
ately another, in the s {
Fain i e b s same manner, for
ch he was 2nj 4
et , by as enabled to enj
Y,

Charles. 'That was very remarkable
net teach him to do that. ;
. {fﬁ?r‘aﬁ/. l\o); that was rather an operation of instinct than
e aluing. But he will carry bundles, stand on two legs
find arficles that are hidden, fetch things from the wat nd
is a{l;o well trained for huntine. i St

harles. He is a water-dog i !

e e:{ d(_)g, then, is he not?

s ). yes..i He iz very fond of the water himself,

1! nft allow others to go into it. Uncle has a fine sit ,
:.LIT}I at b{a}l\)an}’r, on the water’s edge, and many of his fri;né:
oo there to bathe. But uncle is oblioed i Y
emins ; ; : 12eC to tie up Guido, the

2, any one wishes to bathe; for tl i i1l

. : Y athe ; he animal will
:11]0(;‘; m}y one to go into the water, if he can prevent it £

Charles. That is very selfish in him. What do yo-u su
P(OD,E 1§]t.}1e reason -that he is unwilling that others ﬂhouldneg-
i ;)]g,:. ling, Oof' lwlulch, you say, he is himself so very fond ?

nry. O, he has a good reason fi :

- Y. a8 or that, as well as fi
every thing else he does. Tl i ’ - bt
ver) o else he 8. 1e reason is, that, one day, my

: 3 elgey e : ) ay, m
Eft‘tl(:tbrothu , George, was standing on a kind 0%' wharf, 3(builjz
Ove; (}tl;((;::,;;;ﬁtl‘ iim]batthmg place; and, happening to stoop

; ar to look at some eels, that were olidi

g 0 ¢ ls, that iding thr
the \\].mt,rci)elgn , he lost his balance and fell inD Ngbod; ligq}sl
near but Guido, and he immediatety 3 : :

tety jumped into th :
and held George up b 1 o ki

. o y the collar till some one cam i
o g 8 1e to his
'E\.lst'ance. When the servant man, John, cam:a to hela)
th;o;ﬁ,;:l é}ut] oft‘ t]he ";f':’.teli, Guido had nearly dragged him t{')

re; but he found it rather hard work. for i

‘ e; but- ather. he ork, for George is
Ivel y fleshy, ami, _of course, quite heavy; and, althouch G?li({;
tl)asd.l good' opinion of himself, and doubts not h?s alsi]ifv

rag. ary one else out of the water, yet he reasons Vver.y

p J

oy the sight as

But your uncle did
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soundly, and thinks it much less trouble to prevent peopls
from going into the water, than to drag them out when they
3 oy in. -
h“c?&i%es. No wonder that your uncle values him; he is
certainly a very valuable dog. ; =

Henry. O, I conld tell you & hundred stories about him,
which would surprise you. The other day, George brou'gh_t
fiome a bundle from Miss Farrar's, for my sister Caroline,
which he threw down on a chair in the entry, and then ran
off to play. Caroline was in }1er chamber, and, 'heal:ing
George come in, spoke to him from her room, not l\no‘m‘r}g
that he had gone out, and requested him to bring it up stairs.
Guido was lying on the rug by the fire in the parlor, and,
hearine Caroline call for the bundle, 1mmeldlat‘ely Jjumped up,
and, teﬁ&ing the bundle in his mouth, carried it up stairs and
dropped it at Caroline’s feet.

Charles. T should be very happy to have such a dog, but
mother is so afraid of a dog’s running mad and biting us chil-
dren, that she will not allow us to ke-.ep one. :

Henry. Father says, that there is no fear of a dog’s run-
ning mad, if he has plenty of water. He says, that the
reason that we so seldom hear of a dog’s running mad here in
Boston is, because water is plenty here, and do:_gs can als:'ays
wet at it, if they have once found their way to the Frog Pond
on the Common.

Oharles. What is the name of that disease which people
have who are bitten by mad dogs? .

Henry. It is called lydrophobia, which is a Greek word,
and means “fear of water.” Dogs, when they are mad, can
not bear the sight of water; they will not drink ; and therc?-
fore, whenever a dog will drink, you may be sure that he is
not mad. When a person is bitten by a mad, or rabid ani-
mal, he expresses. the same dread of water, and hence the
disease is called, as T said, Aydropfiobia. :

Charles. 1 thank you, Henry, for giving me all this infor-
mation. T shall tell it all to mother, and as I have often
heard her say, that your father is a yery sensible man, per
haps she may overcome her fear of hydryphobia, and allow
brother James and me to keep a dog.

AID3 TO ENGI1SH COMPOSITION.

Lzamples.
L]

in the same manner the learner may write a simple dialogue about ths
following sabjects:

A cat. A walk. A Sunday School ex
A fox. A pair of skates. eursion.

A horse. . =A Aree; A holiday visit.
A watch. A kite. An evening party.
A dress. A book. A wedding. ;
A ride. A bonnet. < A funeral.

A meeting-house, An excursion on the water. A baptism.

A school. A Jesson. The celebration of an
A sled. A new year's present. anniversary.

An evening party. A walk about the city. A visit to a printing
A sleigh-ride. An excursion into the woods. office

VIIL
WORDS.

Sentences’ consist of words, and words are used to express
thoughts or ideas. The ideas which they express depend on
their connexion with other words. Sometimes the same word
will signify an action, an object, a_quality, or an attribute.
Thus, in the sentence “I shall present the book to Charles,”
the word “present” signifies an action. If Isay “the book
will then be a present,” the word “present” will signify an
object, and is a noun or name. But, if the sentence be,
% Charles must be present when the book is given,” the word
“present” will signify an attribute, and is an adjective.

The proper use of words, and the correct understanding of
them, constitutes one of the greatest difficulties in written
language. Tt is therefore highly important that every writer
be careful to use the proper word to express the idea which
he wishes to communicate ; and when he is required to use a
word, thdt he endeavor thereby to express no other idea than
that, which the word is intended, to convey.

The Dictionary is however a very unsafe guide to the
proper signification of words, because their meaning is so ma
terially affected by the connexion in which they stand.
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There are many words, the sound of which is ex?_ct‘ly simi
lar to the sound of other words that are spel? very mﬂ‘erentl“}:.
In using such words there is little dangér oi’ their be1_ng ml?-
taken the one for the other, because, as has just been gaid, we
are guided by the connexion in }»fhich they stand. But 111
writing them, many mistakes are frequently made, on accmlm‘
of the want of early attention to the subject of orthograp 1}-£.
The object of this lesson is to afford an exercise In the use :

- guch words as are both sounded and spelt ghke, and of those
which have the same sound and are spelt differently.

The remark may here be made that the change of a single
Tetter, or the removal of the aceent, frequently alters the -
tire character of a word. Thus the wqrds advise and pr ac;
tise, which are verbs, expressilng an action, by Ehe change 0~
the letter s to ¢, become practice, and advice, which are nounf.
Again, the words comment, increase’, are verbs; \vhlle'dc:on}l -
ment, in‘crease, &c. are nouns. In the use of sucl} Wo_l_ g, the
student should be accustomed to note the word, in his early
exercises, by the proper accent.

Ezample-

« [ saw with some surprise that the Muses, whose business
was to cheer and encourage those who were toiling up ﬂ!)c
ascent, would often sing in l.'}lf: bowers of pleasure, Td n(,
company, those who were enticed away at the call of t1 1e I}ls
gions. They accompanied them, however, but a little way,
and always forsook them when they lost sight of the hill.
The tyrants then doubled their chains upon the unhapp_}' c‘alh
tives, and led them away without resistance, and almost with
their own assent, to the cells of Ignorance or the mansions of
misery.”

Johnson, slightly aléered.

Ezample 2d.

¢ The bold design i
Pleased highly those,infernal states, and joy
Sparkled in all their eyes; with full assent

They rose.”
< Milion, Paradise Lost, B. 2d.

AIDS TO ENGLISH COMPOSITION.

%He hath deserved worthily of his country; and his ascent
(namely, to the lighkest honors, &e. ) is not by such easy degrees
as those who have been supple and courteous to the people.”

Shalkspeare, Coriolanus, Act 2d, Scene 2d.

Fxereises.

Ajir, ere, heir; devize, device; altar, alter; trans'fer, transfer!; palate,
pallet, palette ; fane, fain, feign ; bear, bare; bore, boar; council, counsel;
coarse, course; ceiling, sealing; drawer, drawer; eminent, imminent;
canon, cannon; frecze, frieze, frize; gnaw, nor; hoard, horde; horse,
hoarse; heal, heel; haul, hall; key, quay; lead, led; lyre, liar; manor,
manner; mien, mean; meat, meet, mete; pare, pear; peas, piece; prac-
tice, practise; assent, ascent; rite, right, write, wright; rose, rows; vein,
vain; rain,vein, reign; raise, rays, raze; size, sighs; slay, sleigh, slaie;
their, there ; vale, veil, vail; white, wight; way, weigh, whey; you, yew;
fare, fair; deer, dear; hue, hew; high, hie; hole, whole; seen, seene,
seine; stile, style; straight, strait; waist, waste; bell, belle; sell, cell;
herd, heard; wring, ring; aught, onght; lessen, lesson; profit, prophet;
holer, eollar; well, (a noun,) well, (an adverb) ; per'fume, perfume’; sub-
iect/; sublject; ob'ject, object!; im’port, import'; pres'ent, present’; ab-
sent!, abfsent; sur'vey, survey'; fer'ment, ferment': tor'ment, torment+
insult/, in'sult; comfpact, compact!; con’cert, concert'; dis'count, dis-
count!; reclord, record’; ex'tract, extract/;* bow, beau; berry, bury;
bough, bow; capitol, capital ; eask, casque; censer, censor; claws, clause;
site, -cite, sicht; clime, climb; complement, compliment; creck, ereak;
flue, flew; blew, blue; fort, forte; frays, phrase; herd, heard; slicht,
sleicht; wave;, waive. ‘.

OF PHRASES, CLAUSES, AND SENTENCES.

When names, whether proper, common, or abstract, are
joined to their subjects by means of connecting words, but
without a verb, the collection is called @ phrase. As, The
extent of the city; The path up the mountain; The house
by the side of the river.

If the connecting word be a verb, the assemblage of words

# There are about sixty words in the English langnage that are thus dis
tingnished by the accent alone. Seg Rice's Composition, page 215t
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