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our o:dest and most complicated associations. Tt is this language which
has given us names for father, mother, husband, wife, brother, sister, son,
daughter, child, home, kindred, friends. Itis this which has furnished us
with the greater part of those meponymies, and other figurative expres-
sions, by which we represent to the imagination, and that in a single
word, the reciprocal duties and enjoyments of hospitality, friendship, or
love. Such are hearth, roof, fireside. 'The chief emotions, t00, of which
we are susceptible, are expressed in the same language, as love, hope,
fear, sorrow, shame; and, what is of more consequence o the orator and
the poet, as well ag in common life, the omsward signs by which emotion
is indicated are almost all Anglo-Saxon; such are tear, smile, blush, to
laugh, to weep, to sigh, to groan. Most of those objects, about which the
practical reason of man is employed in common life, receive their names
from the Anglo-Saxon. Itis the language, for the most part, of business ;
of the counting-house, the shop, the market, the street, the farm; and,
however miserable the man who is fond of philosophy or abstract science
might be, if he had no other vocabulary but this, we must recollect that
language Was madenot for the few, but the many, and that portion of it
which onables the bulk of a nation to express their wants and transact
their affairs, must be considered of at least as much importance to gen
eral happiness, as that which serves the purpose of philosophieal science.
Nearly all our national proverbs, in which it is truly said, so much of the
practical wisdom of o nation resides, and which constitute the manual
and zade mecum of “ hobnailed ? philosophy, are almost wholly Anglo-
Saxon. A verylarge proportion (and that always the strongest) of the
language of invective, humor, satire, colloquial pleasantry, is Anglo
Saxon. Almostall the terms and phrases by which we most energeti
cally- express anger, coptempt, and indignation, are of Anglo-Saxon
origin* The Latin contributes most largely to the language of polite
life, as well as to that of polite Literature. Again, it is often necessary to
convey ideas, which, thongh not truly and properly offensive in them
selves, would, if clothed in the rough Saxon, appear 0 to the sensitive
modesty of a highly refined state of society; dressed in Latin, these very
same ideas shall seem decent enough. There is & large number of words,
which. from the frequency With which they are used, and from their being
g0 constantly in the mouths of the vulgar, would not be endured in pol-
ished society, thongh more privileged synonymes of Latin origin, or some
classical circumlocution, expressing exactly the same thing, shall pass
nnquestioned.

There may be nothing dishonest, nothing really vulgar about the old
Saxon word, yet it would be thought as uncouthm a drawing-room, a3
the plonghman to whose rude use it is abandoned.§ Thus, the word

% One of the most distingnished orators amd writers of the present age is
remarkable for the Saxon force and purity of his language. He ssldom
uses an Anglicized Latin word, when a pure English expression is at hand.
This will account, in some degree, for the strength of his language and the
vehemence of his style. The reader scarcely needs to be informed, that
reference is here made to the late Secretary of State, Hon. Daniel Webster.

+ To what is here said of the Sazon, may be added a short extract from
Sir Walter Scott’s * Ivanhoe, ' in a dialogue between the jester and the
swincherd. (Vol L p. 25. . H. Parker’s edition.)
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% See Euphemism.

XX,

PERTPHRASE, PERTPHRASIS, OR CIRCUMLOCUTION, EU-
PHEMISM AND ANTONOMASIA.
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ally called a ¢roundabout expression ;* which explammc]}ln 18
itsalf an example of the figure, because it denotes u:] t rfj:;;;
words what periphrase, periphrasis, or cu-cumlu‘:scu(iﬁon’ Des In
one. The definitions of words, as they appear in Ctlon?-l.;‘e?
are periphrases. “Such cirecumlocutions are ﬂ'equcutly 111:0. ul,
especially in poetry ; and are often necessary in transiations
from foreign languages, when we can find no w 01%1{1 our own,
cxactly equivalent to that which we have to translate.

Periphrase* is frequentiy useful to avoid a repetition of tl}ebsame wordl
put periphrases of every kind require careful management; : cicause, plirﬁ
haps, more than any other figure of speech, they are apt to runi

bombast.} g ; !
o%njder the head of periphrases may be included the figures Euphemism

and Antonomasia.

Words, or phrases that call up disagreeable icjica;s ari, 11;l 1:?0
lite language, softened by means of circumlocutions. : n I}?'V
changes, as well as in most others, custom 13 the guide. 113
reckoned more decorous, for example, to the memory of the
departed, to say that “he perished on the sca_tﬁ'old, than that
“he was hanged.” Such softened expression 1s called euphiem-
ism ; a Greek word signifying a kind speech. e

Ahtonomasia is a term applied to that form of expression in
which a proper name is put for a common, Or & common nan?.e
for a proper; or, when the title, office, dignity, I)I’Uf(::-tl(}ll,msu-
ence, or trade, is used instead of the true 'n%me‘afv'a pefl‘ bcin.
Thus, when we apply to Christ the ‘-ccrm;:" the ba‘:ml of the
world,” or “the Redeemer of mankind ;7 or to W ftslimgtﬂm.lz
the term, “the Father of his country i or when we :ayd ?
Excellency, instead of the governor, His Honor, instead o
the judge; or, His Majesty, instead of the king, the e;prﬁsi-
sion is called Antonomasia. So, also, when a glutton 1s ca 1
ed a Heliogabalus (from the Roman emperor distinguishec
for that vice,) or a tyrant is called a Nero, we have other in-
gtances of*the same form of expression.

‘ : FR gt 1 words than are

* Periphrase, as defined by Webster, 13 The use of r.nm-‘? o
necessary to express the idea; as a figure cf rhetoric, it i ploy
avoid a common or trite manner of expression. * e

+ Bombast is a kind of expression by which a serious {E{'te;-?}?j: is E:[:;ik:
raise a Jow or familiar subject above ifs rank, thereby nev urt ail :}n % ! a.(ih:g
1t ridiculons.  Bathos is the reverse of bombast, and co‘nm; 5 1't' gprnaﬂv
a subject by too low expressions. Both of these modes of Wwritin, eq
excite the risible faculties of the reader.
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Again, when we call Geography, “that science which de-
scribes the earth and its inhabitants,” or Arithmetic is termed
“the science of numbers,” the antonomasia becomes apparent
It will thus be seen, that this form of expression is frequently
nothing more than an instance of periphrasis, or circumlocution.

This form of expression is very common in parliamentary language
and in deliberative assemblies, in which, in speaking of individual persons,
they are not called by their proper names, but by their office, or some
other designating appellation* Thus, in speaking of Washington, the
orator designates him, by antonomasia, as “ the sage of Mount Vernon,”

or of Shakspeare, as “the bard of Avon,” from the river on whose bank
he resided.

Amplification is the expansion of a subject, by enumerating
circumstances which are intended by an orator to excite more
strongly in his audience the feelings of approbation or of
blame. It is dwelling upon the subject longer than is actu-
ally necessary for its enunciation; and is in so far a species
of circumlocution.

* 1 is contrary to the rules of all parliamentary assemblies, to call any
member by his proper name. Each individual is called by the name of the
state, town, city, county, or ward, which he represents. Thus, we say, *the
Eantleman from Massachusetts,” * the member irom Virginia,” * the mem-

er from Ward 10, &e.; or, from his position, *the gentleman on my
right,” or, ‘““the gentleman who last spoke,” &e.

The antonomasia is a figure frequently used by the most distinguished
historical writers, and especially by Mr. Gibbon, the historian of the * De-
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire.”

1 The following passage is quoted by Mr. Booth from Seriblerus, “the
perusal of the whole of which admirable satire,”’ says Mr. Booth, ‘is indis.
pensable to every one who would study-the principles of English Compo-
gition : " —

*We may define amplification to be making the most of a thought; it is
the spinning-wheel of the Bathos, which draws out and spreads it in its
finest thread. There are amplifiers who ean extend half ‘a dozen thin
thoughts over a whole folio; but for which, the tale of many a vast ro-
mance, and the substance of many a fair volume, might be reduced into
the size of a primer.

“ A passage in the 104th Psalm, ‘He looks on the earth and it trembles,
ha touches the hills and they smoke,’ is thus amplified by the same author*

¢ The hills forget they 're fixed, and in their fright
Cast off their weight, and ease themselves for flight ;
The woods with terror winged outfly the wind,
And leave the heavy banting hills behind.’”

You here see the hills, not only trembling, but shaking off the woods from
their backs, to run the faster; after this, you are presented with a foot race
of mourtains and woods, where the woods distance the mountains, thaﬁ
Jke corpulent, pursy fellows, come puffing and panting a vast way bel.mn:
them.

h*
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Ezamples of Periplrasis.

Grammar., The science which teaches the proper vss
of language.

Woman. The gentle sex; or, the female sex.

Arithmetic. The science of numbers.

To disappoint.  To frustrate one’s hopes.

The skies. The upper deep. : ;

Zoology. That department of natural science which
treats of the habits of animals,

Fxamples of Buphemism.

James worked so hard thathe James worked so hard that he
sweat very profusely. perspired very freely; or
the perspiration stood on
him in drops.

There is an unpleasant efflu-
via in the room.

Mary is inattentive to her per-
sonal appearance; or, is
careless in her personal
habits.

He is a very dirty fellow.  ° He is destitute of neatness.

You lie. You labor under a mistake.®

T'he room smells badly.

Mary is a great slut.

Examples of Antonomasia.

ueen. Her Majesty.
g(;(]}llg The autjhoryof the Iliad ard
' Odyssey.
Washington. The Sage of Mount Vernon.
Hesiod. The earliest of the Poets.
Lord Wellington. The Hero of Waterloo.

* No word of Holy Writ has in it a bettér turn of worldly wisdom than
that from the Book of Proverbs:—“ A soft answer turneth away wrath,
but grievous words stir up anger.” The “soft answer” is, in fact, & eu-
phemism. No one is offended who is told that “ he labors nnder 2 mistake,
while, perhaps, no .accusation would give greater offence, than the same
‘dea, expressed as above unsoftened by euphemism
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Boston. The Literary Emporium.
New York. The Commereial Emporium.
PhiladsIphia, The City of Brotherly Love.
New Orleans. The Crescent City.
Cincinnati. The Queen of the West.
Baltimore. The Monumental City.
London. The Mart of the World; or,
the British Metropolis.
His most Christian Majesty.
Napoleon Bonaparte. The Hero of a hundred battles.
The King of Spain. His most Catholic Majesty.
Washington, (the capital of The City of magnificent. dis-
the United States.) tances.
St. Luke. The beloved physician,
St. John, : The disciple that Jesus loved.
Cowper. *  The author of “ The Task.”
The British Court. The Court of St. James.

The King of France.

The following sentences present examples of Periphrasis, *

Euphemism and Anfonomasia, and it is required of the student
to designate each.

Sclfomon, (the wisest of men,) says, “Better is a dinner of herbs, whera
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred therewith.”

 David (The Author of the Psalms) was one of the sweetest and most
pious writers of the Old Testament.

Moses ( T'he Jewish Lawgiver ) was educated b y the daughter of Pharaoh.
Saul (T'ke first king of Lsrael) was a man of incommon stature.
Methuselah (He who lived to the greatest age recorded of man) died before
his father. f
Adam Smith (The author of the Wealth of Nations) says that there is
in man a natural propensity to truck, barter and exchange one thing for
another.
It is pleasant to relieve (e ihe instrument of relieving ) distress.
Short and (1'he transient day of ) sinful indulzence is followed by long
and distressing (a dark and tempestuous night of ) sorrow.
Christ (He who spake as never man spoke) says, in his sermon on the
mounnt, “ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.”

* The judicious nse of periphrasis or circumlocution, often involves an ac-
intance with figurative Janguage. under which head it properly belongs.
is taken from that connexion in order to be applied in other exsarcises
tich precede the subject of figures.

f His father was Eneh, who never died, bu’ was translated.
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He thought the man a scoundrel (dishonest) and therefore would not
pay him the money (would place no confidence tn lum.)

He behaved like a boor (in an improper manner) and therefore the gen-
teel (persons of refinement) would have nothing to do wita him.

I consider him an impudent puppy (rude in his manners) and shall
therefore separate myself from his company.

The man was drunk (#ntoricated, or had indulged in liguor) when he
nsed these indecent words (that improper language) and although I was
very mad (was displeased) with him, T did not scold at (regrove) him.

Major Andre was hanged (perished on the scaffold) although he ea
nestly requested that he might be fired at (shot.)

That man eats his victuals like a pig (is unrefined in his manners af the
igble) and guzzles down his drink like a fish (and is too fond of his cup.)

He has on dirty stockings (His hose are not neat) and muddy shoes (his
shoes are soiled.)

A truly genteel man (A man of refinement ) is known as well by his talk
(conversation) as by his clothes (dress.) He never uses low language and
vulgar expressions (indulges in loose contersation.) His hands and face and
his whole body are well washed, he cleans his teeth, combs his hair, (His
whole person is kept neat and cleanly,) and brushes his clothes whenever they
are dirty, (his dress never appears to be soiled,) and he always looks well, as
if he were going to a party, (and he always looks prepared for the drawmg-
room. )* :

Of the oldest of the English Poets, (Chaucer) as he is the father of
English poetry, so 1 hold him in the same degree of veneration as the
Greeks hold Fomer (the author of the Iliad and Odyssey) or the Romans,
hold Virgil (the author of the ZEneid.) He is a perpetual fountain of
good sense ; learned in all sciences; and therefore he speaks properly on

all subjects. As he knew what to say, so also he knows where fo leave °

off ; a continence which is practised by few writers, and scarcely by any
of the ancients, excepting the authors of the Iliad, the Odyssey and the
Ameid.

The anthor of the Essay on the Understanding (M. Locke) has ad-
vanced the opinion that moral subjects ave as susceptible of demonstration
as mathematical.

The Bard of Avon (Shakspeare) was one of the most remarkable men
that the world ever produced, (that ever appeared in the ranks of humanity.)
It may truly be said of him that he touched nothing which he did not
adorn ; and that he has strewed more pearls in the paths of literature than
any other poet that the world has seen. His works have had more ad-
mirers than those of any other author excepting the writers of the holy
Seriptures.

"The science which treats of langnage, ( Grammar) and the science whick

i s the esrth and its inhabitants, ( Geography ) are branches frequent:
ly studied, but too frequently imperfectly understood.

The anthor of the Waverley novels (.Sir Wedter Seott) must have bees
a mun of remarkable industry, as well as of uncominon talent.
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XXI.

TAUTOLOGY AND CATACHRESIS.

Tautology is the repetition of the same meaning in different
#ords, or the needless repetition of the same words.

Thus, in the sentence, “ The nefarious wickedness of his conduct was
reprobated and condemned by all” the tantology consists in the use of
nefarious and wickedness together; which is the same as to say, the wicked
wickedness; and reprobated and condemned, which are words of similar
meaning. So, also, in the sentence, “ The brilliance of the sun dazzles
our eyes, and overpowers them with light,” the same idea is conveyed by
the word “dazzles” and the expréssion, “overpowers them with light ;™
one of them, therefore, should be omitted.

Whenever anything is represented as being the cause, condition, or
ronfequence of itself| it may also be considered as a tautology, as in the
ollowing lines:

“The dawn is overeast, the morning lowers,
And heayily in clouds bsings on the day.”
Addison.

Tautologies are allowable only in legs ' instruments, and other writings
where precision is of more importance .aan elegance; when, therefore, it
consists in the repetition of a word, it may be corrected by the use of a
synonyme ; but when it consists in the repetition of an idea, unless such

repetition is important for clearness or for emphasis, it should be wholly
wppressed.

Example.

They returned back again to the same city from whence
they came forth.

In this sentence, all the words in Italic are tautologies; for
the word return implies to turn back, fhe city implies the same
city, and from and forth are both included in the word whence.
The sentence, read without the words in Italic, is as clear and
expressive as words can make it. Words which do not add
to the meaning are useless, especially in prose.

Fxercises.
da

He led a blameless and an irreproachable life, and no one conld censure
4is conduct.

God is eternal, and his existence is without beginning and without end

Opium produces sleep, because it possesses a soporific quality.

The grass grews because of its vegetative power.
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He sat on the verdant green,in the umbrageous shade of the woody
forest. §

How many there are by whom these tidings of good news have never
beed heard.

Virgil in his ZEneid tells a story very similar to that which Homer fells
inhis Odyssey. But the one relates the adventures of a renowned Tro-
jan hero, and " the other relates the adventures of a renowned Grecian
hero.

Our sight is of all faculties the most agreeable when we indulge it in
secing agreeable objects; because it is never wearied with fatigue, and it
requires no exertion when it exerts itself.

He succeeded in gaining the universal love of all men.

A father, when he sees his child going to the silence and stillness of
the tomb, may weep and lament when the shadow of death has fully
overshaded him ; and as he hears the last final departing knell sounding
in his ears, may say, I will descend and go down to the grave to my son
mourning in sorrow. But he turns away in the hury and haste of busi-
ness and occupation; the tear is wiped ; his eyes are dried; and though
when he returns and comes back to his domestic hearth and fireside af
home, the playful and sportive laugh comes up to his remembrance, and
is recalled to his recollection, the succeding day blunts and removes the
poicnancy of his grief, and it finds no permanent and lasting seat.

There is a sweetness and sacred holiness in a mother’s tears, when they
are dropt and fall on the face of her dying and expiring babe, which no
cye can see, and no one can behold with a heart untouched and unaf-
fected.

Tt is clear and obvious that n ligious worship and adoration shouléd
be regarded with pleasure by all men.

CATACHRESIS.

There is another fault into which careless writers are prone
to fall, which is the very reverse of tautology; and to which
the term Catachresis* may not be inappropriately applied
and this is the use of the same word in different senses.

% The literal meaning of Catachresis is against use, and it is applied by
rhetoricians to express an abuse, or falseuse of @ word, by which it is wrest-
ed from its original application, and made to express something which is at
yariance with its etymology. It is a sort of blundering denomination,
chiefly cansed by retaining the name of an object, after the qualities from
which it derived that name are changed. The thing that is made, for ex-
ample, is often designated by that of the substance from which it is fabri
cated. Thus a vessel in which liquids are boiled is called @ copper, because,
in most cases, it is made of that material, and this figure is a Matonomy,
But.such vessels are occasionally made of other metals, still retaining the
name of coppers, and it is this misnomer which is called ¢ Catachresis
From this explanation it will appear that the term as applied above, al
though not rigidly restricted to its rhetorical meaning, is not wholly inan
propriate.
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Lxample.

. Charity expands our hearts in love to God and man ; and
it is by the virtue of charity that the rich are blessed, and the
poor are supplied.

In this sentence the word charity is improperly applied in

two c_hff’erent senses, namely, for the highest bgnevolence, and
for simple alms-giving.

Exercises.

Gregory favored the nndertaking for no other reason than this, that the

msplfmger in eountenance favored (7. ¢. resembled) his friend.

rue wit i3 nature to advantage dressed; and yet some work v
more wit than does them good. Z : ! i o
. Honor teaches us to respect ourselves, and to violate no right nor priv
a(ige of gur neighbor. It leads us to support the feeble, to relieve the
Six(;gsesscA 5 s&nd :0 scorn ltlo be governed by degrading and injurious pas-

- And yet we see honor is the motive which nrg. q y
take the life of his friend. o

"11;11;}::; minister proposed a plan for the support of the ministers of the
¢ 5

The professor was a professor of religion.
T expect that you have no reason to expect the arrival of your friend *

XXIT.

PLEONASM, VERBOSITY, AND REDUNDANCY.

Pleonasm consists in the use of words seemingly superflu-
‘:us, in o_rder. to express a thought with greatet energy: as,

I saw it with my own eyes.” Here the pléonasm consists in
the addition of the expression, “ with my own eyes.’ i

Pleonasms are usually considered as faults, especially in prose. Buf,

* S - . :

Chwljs wtlfllt?.{e seen from what has: been said in relation to the word Cate
= ts that it is the foundation of many wittisisms, under the denomination
U paranomasia, or pun. [ See Paranomasia | ' ;
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m poetry, they may be sparingly allowed as poetical licenses* They
are allowable, also, in aninated discourse, to introduce abruptly an em-
phatic word, or to repeatan idea to impress it more strongly ; as, “ He that
hath ears to hear, let him hear.” “I know thee who thou art.”

Pleonasm is nearly allied to tantology, but is occasionally & less glaring
fault in a sentence; and, indeed, it may be considered _}ust_mab}c, and
even sometimes elegant, when we wish to present thoughts with particu-
lar perspicuity or foree ; but an unemphatic repetition of the same idea is
one of the worst of faults in writing.

Pleonasm implies merely superfluity. Although the words do not. as
in tautology, repeat the sense, they add nothing to if. Y

Pleonas differs, also, from what is called verbosity. Verbosity, it is
true, implies a superabundance of words ; but, in a pleonasm there are
words which add nothing to the sense. In the verbose manner, not only
ginele words, but whole clauses, may have a meaning, and yet 1t would
be better to omit them, because what they mean is unimportant.

Another difference is, that, in a pleonasm, a complete correction may
be made, by simply omitting the superfluous words; but, in a verbose
sentence, it will be necessary to alter, as well as to omit.

Tt is & good rule, always to look over what has been written, and to
strike out every word and clause, which it is found will leave the seatence
neither less clear, nor less foreible, than it was before.

There are many sentences which would not bear the omission of a single
word, without affecting the clearness and force of the expression, and which
wonld be very much improved, were they recast, and the sense expressed
iy fewer and more forcible words. Thus, for instance, in the following
séntence, no word can be omitted without affecting the sense.

« A severe and tyrannical exercise of power must become a matter of
uecessary policy with kings, when their subjects are imbued with such
principlés 28 justify and authorize rebellion.”

But the same sense may be much better expressed in fewer words,
thus ;

% Kings will be tyrants from policy, when subjects are rebels from prin
giple.”

Redundancy is another term, also employed to signify
superfluity in the words and members of a sentence. Pleo-
nasm and verbosity relate, principally, to the words in a sen-
tence, but redundancy relates to the members as well as the
words. As every word ought to present a new idea, so every
member ought to eontain a new thought. The following s¢n
tence exemplifies the fault of redundancy. ¢ The very first
discovery of it strikes the mind with inward joy, and spreads
delight through all its faculties.” In this example, Lttle or
nothing is added by the second member of the sentence, to
what was expressed in the first.

#* See the article on Poetical License.
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The following sentences

verbosity, and redundancy,
learner.

present examples of pleonasm,
which may be corrected by the

Fxercises.

The rain, is 1t | i
Fe. it not over and gone? I hear ne wind, only the voice of
%Ij:' banks they are furnished with bees.
t 1s impossible for us to behold the divine works with coldness or in

difference or to SUrvey so ¥ 1€8. 1 a € 10!
many bea 1t withou secret sal ac
3 1 t T satisf tion

%ly rod and thy staff they comfort me.

s great politician desisted fro i i

he If'[ound them impracticable. et he i,
{e was of so lugh and independent

tested being in deb. % :
Though raised to an exalted station

and religion. 3

The human hod : :
yicdle 'y may be divided into the head, trunk, limbs, and
His end soon approached ; and he died with great courage and fortitude,

He was a man of so much pri anity, i
s pride and vanity, that he despised the senti-

Poverty induces and cherishes de
ens and increases corruption.

P 1
118 an, &, asions, treawed his in 1
I man, on all ocea; S, fcr:ors with great hanght nesy

: ;

Whglhe;g:ﬁgtbf‘ neo r(‘ﬁult}l}l;fy or order in the lifé and conduet of that man
ive and allet is ti i

WSl noes & due share of his time to retirement and

Such effuivocal and ambizuous i
4 S express ark i i
B Eocic o el i pressions, mark a formed intention
ufld{.;i']qlr“}:irm’h .hap;'xydtcmp?r,d remote from discontent, keeps up a kind
Ylight in his mind, excludes every gloomy prospect it wi
a steady and perpetual sercnity. 28 T B
Being content with deserving a triumph, he refused the honor of it.

In the Attic commoawealth, it was the privi iti
A y e privilege rery
noet to rail aloud in public. : D

spirit, that he aBhorred and de

she was a pattern of piety, virtue,

pendence; and dependence strength

XXIII.

VARIETY OF EXPRESSION.

The various modes of transposition and inversion, by which
the same idea can be expressed by different inflections of the
words have already been presented. In this exercise the

1
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modes are suggested by which the idea may be clythed ia
different language, still, for the most part preserving its
identiey.* .

Example 1st.

The young should be diligent and industrious, and make #
proper use of their time.

Diligence, industry, and proper improvement of time are
material duties of the young.

Young men, be industrious; make the best use of your
time ; an awful responsibility rests upon you-

Young persons should be made sensible, that it is their
duty to be diligent and industrious, and to employ their time
in useful pursuits.

To be diligent and industrious, and to employ their time in
profitable occupations, are things which we expect from young
persons.

In the morning of life, when the phantoms of hope are flit-
ting before their sight, and the visions of faney are decorating
their prospects, the young should not suffer themselves to be
deluded by expectations which cannot be realized. The
oolden sands should not be wantonly wasted in their path,

(=]

nor should the precious moments of life be suffered to take
flicht, without bearing on their wings some token of their
value.

Duty addresses the young in an imperative tone, requiring
them to apply themselves with diligence to their proper occu-
pations, and forbidding them to pay one moment but in pur-
chase of its worth. «And what is its worth ? — Ask death-
beds; they can tell.”

Young persons cannot be commended when they devote
those hours to indolence, which should have been given to
industry; for time is valuable, and should be properly em-
ployed.

s ] B DR

S e e

% Tt is to be observed, that, in the practice of the prineiple involved in
this exercise, the teacher should not be too rigid in noticing tke faults
pleonasm, verbosity, or redundancy. The object of the exercite is to give
a command of language, and it will be well, when this object is partially
effected, to require the learner to take own sentences and prune them
on the principles expl ing exercises

e
b 1
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The young should be dili

; e dil i i

i e rond iligent and industrious, and properly

"Oi]g;emthz?éttohnly when duty addresses them with her warning
e young should practis: the virtues of diiigencz

H-Dd H}(iust-l‘y s a P Ol)er i
. I 1m E)l DV ment 0. ].m.
3 . Ve f theu' t e 1s at ai]

Ezxample 2d.

[The different mode i

: s of expressing the same i

S Lopn . = ; e

:']11_; }o tthe distinetions of style which have b::en mellg‘.?g Ec;ll‘{u

u-eqt(:} I:Ddl;-l(‘-tlon. The subject of style will be moreni' ﬁﬂ
ated in the subsequent pages. The following sentence I\J‘vlﬂ

exemplify to the stud
style.] b ent the effect of two of the varieties of

Style of stmple Narration.

Yesterday morning, W W

@ 2, as I was walking in the fi

John stab James through the heart with a dagger. e
oD o

. . D . . .
sf;(’iﬂe 0] _Dassfloﬂate eﬂlcla”?,ﬂ:tlon', in wﬂ@f«’k f;f(;’ PT ominent ﬁrfea
. et : . .
8 L,n Oﬂgﬁt orwar d, a’nd fﬁ.e circumstances are cast info thg

James is murdered! I saw John stab him to the heart.

Fxercises.
-

[The student must be careful to make uss of his understa.nding and dy
i nd dis

erimination, as well as his dicti i
cises.] J s his dictionary, in the performance of these exer

True friendship is lik
e foend p is like sound health, the value of it is seldom known

A
As no roads
are so l'Ollgh as those that have jqu. been mended, so no
]

s j
inners are so intolerant as those that have just turned saints

wy, :
¥ hen certain perso :
persons abuse us, let us ask ourselves what description

of characters it 1s that th ire;
ot ey admire; we shall often find this a very con-

% Ip . 2
n the Introduction to this book, notice was taken of the different

Jorms, or style, of compositi i

d S aitat s osition. In this model, an att I

= usefzgletgetv)femsl hfr{ tte diversities of style there mgﬂgn];gs: :;ene; izmr'iﬁ

o _ent b when he shall have become acquainfzed with ‘:ll

b themu-;'.e: in the subsequent pages of this volume, to enclezt.vl ta

gL e %(lacnvely by their peculiar chﬁ.rn.cteris:.ic;s. It ma '(izrﬂiq
) e style of common conversation, called the ca{f;quﬁ:

gtyle, allows the i f tewms a ons, w. ot
Ay the introdunction o
. tar nd @XPressions, hich are not used
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Contemporaries appreciate the lxlnau ;ather than the merit; but pos

it will regard the merit rather than the man. : i >
mr:&{l beyongd enough is too much; all beyond nourishment 15 luxury

rond decency is extravagance. 4 ;

au]i"‘);r}]?; your tas(gon the classics, and your principles on the book of all

th. . s
lmLet the first fruits of your intellect be laid before the altar (]J-if : Hllrln v l‘;l.(l)
breathed into your nostrils the breath of life; and with that breath, yo
i tal spirit. ; -
1m'111‘11c1); lovepof learning, though truly commendable, must never be gaﬁr
fied beyond a certain limit. It must not be indulged in to the injury o
1 salth, nor to the hindrance of your virtue. : fiag

Q%\r;l];;:{viii the {ame derived from the most profound learning m“ad y 01‘11_
if vou have mot learned to be pious and humble, and temperate an
Ch%“ﬂ;:?ele%s nothing more extraordinary in this country, than tl}\g‘rgr:ul
sition of the seasons. The people of Moscow have no spring. 0 xgler
panishes, and summer is. This is not the work of a week, or of a day.
wut of one instant; and the manner of it exceeds belief.
On eagles’ wings immortal scandals fly,
While virtuous actions are but born and die.

XXTV.

TRANSLATION, OR CONVERSION OF POETRY INTO
- PROSE.

Poetry when literally translated msd‘:‘es in general ?ut 1;:
dApid prose. Prose is the language of ’rcason,‘-{ 1130(. r}and
recting or passion. FProse 18 chm'a_tc.erlz'edl by fu ness ;
precision. Poetry deals largely in elliptical expreaallgn.:
exclamations, exaggerations, apostrophes, and other pecllj lmf
ties not usually found in prose. For the purpose, aao,fo
accommodating them to the measure of a verse, the poetcs'h're};
quently alter or abbreviate words, and use expressions W md
would not be authorized in prose. Sucli abbréviations an
alterations, together with other changes sometimes madeél a;'e
called poetic licences, because they are principally used by
poetical writers.

The following are some of the licences used by poetical writers. -

1. Frisiox, or the omission of parts of a word., When the eh‘smm:
from the beginning of & word, it is called apharesis, and consists 11 €4
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ting off the initial letter or syllable of a word; as, 'squire for espuire
gawst for against, ‘gan for began, &e.  When the elision is from the body
of the word, it is called syncope; as, listning for lListening, thund'ring for
thundering, lov'd for loved, &e. When the elision is from the end of a word,
it is called apocope, and consists in the cutting off of a final vowel or syl
lable, or of one or more letters; as, g’ me for give me, fio’ for _from, o' for
of, th’ evening for the evening, Philomel for Philomela.

2. SYNERESIS, or the contraction of two syllables into one, by rapidly
pronouncing in one syllable two or more vowels which properly belong ta
separate syllables; as ae in the word Zsrael.

3. APOSTROPHE, or the contraction of two words into one; as, tis f
it 15, can't for cannot, thou 'rt for thou art.

4. DizmRrEsISs, or the division of one syllable into two; as, pu-is-sant fon
puissant.

5. PArAGOGE or the addition of an expletive letter? withouten for useh-
out, crouchen for crouch.

6. ProstaEsIS, or the prefixing of an expletive letter or syllable t.
word ; as, gppertinent for pertinent, beloved for loved.

7. EXALLAGE, or the use of one part of speech for another; as in the
following lines, in which an adjective is used for an adverb; as,

% Blue through the dusk the smoking currents shine.”
“ The fearful hare imps awkward.”

8. HypERBATON, or the inversion or transposition of words, placing
that first which should be last; as,

“ And thongh, somgtimes, each dreary pause befween.”
* Him angwered then his loving mate and true.”

9. PLEONASM, or the use of a greater number of words than are neces

sary to express the meaning; as,

“ My banks:they are furnished with bees.”

10. Tumms1s, or the separation of the parts of a compound word; as,
Un which side soever, for, On whichsoever side.

11. Errrpsts, or the omission of some parts not absolutely essential ta
express the meaning, but necessary to complete the grammatical con-
struction.

The poets have likewise other peculiarities which are embraced under
the general name of poetic diction. In order to accommodate their lan-
guage to the rules of melody, and that they may be relieved, in some
measure, from the restraints which verse imposes on théim, they are in-
dulged in the following usages, seldom allowable in prose.

1. They abbreviate nouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, &e.; as, morn for
morning, amaze for amazement, fount for fountain, dread for dreadful, lone for
Tonely, lure for allure, list for listen, ape for open, oft for often, haply for hap
pily, &c., and use obsolete words * and obsolete meanings,

* Obsolete words ars words which, although formerly current, are not
now in common nse.
7*




