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LXV.
REGULAR SUBJECTS.

ON A SUBJECT, AND THE METHOD OF TREATING I7T.

: LT O
In writing on a regular subject, the following (;i;"e‘ctuzni ‘Tis
given by Mr. Walker, as suggestions for the dif e;sen div
tons, as well as for the systematic tramn of reflections.

liny the Younger to Marcellinus, trans

» Thia Toker 1o an. oigingl of F &¢. has been altered to accommodate it

lated by Melmoth. The address,
to the purposes of this volume.
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The definition ; the cause ; the antiquity, or novelty ; the universality
ur locality; the effects; namely, the goodness or badness, or the advamn
tages or disadvantages.
1st.  If your subject require explanation, define it or explain it at
large.

2nd. Show what is the cause of your subject; that is, what is the oc-
casion of it, or what it is derived from. -

3d. Show whether your subject be ancient or modern ; that is, what
was in ancient times, and what it is at present.

4th. Show whether your subject relates to the whole world, or only
to a particular part of it.

5th. Examine whether your subject be good or bad; show whereln
its goodness or badness consists, and what are the advantages o1 disad
vantages that arise from it. %

Fzample.
ON GOVERNMENT.

Definition. Government is the direction and restraint exercised .ver
the actions of men in communities, societies, or states. It controls the
administration of public affairs, according to the principles of an estab-
lished constitution, a code of written laws, or by well-known usages; or
it may be administered, as in some countries, by the arbitrary edicts of
the sovereign. Government is the soul of society : it is that order among
rational creatures which produces almost all the benefits they enjoy. A
nation may be considered as a large family ;—all the inhabitants are, as
it were, relations; and the supreme power, wherever it is lodged, is the
common parent of every individual.

Cause. The necessity of government lies in the nature of man. Ia
terest and selfishness, unrestrained by salutary Jaws and restrictions,
would be the controlling principle of every man’s actions, uninfluenced
by a proper regard for the rights of others. ™ It is necessary, therefore, 10
have some restraint laid wpon every man —some power which shall
control him, and impel him to what is right, and deter him from what ie
wrong, and this power is government. To this restraict every one muss
subreit; and if in such submission any one finds it necessary to give up

* These directions are thus versified by Mr. Walker:
If first your subjeet definition need,
Define your subject first, and then proceed ;
Next, if you can, find out your subject’s cause,
And show from whence its origin it draws :
Ancient or modern may your subject be,
Pursue it, therefore; to antiquity;
Your subject may to distant nations roam,
Or else relate to objects nearer home :
The subject which you treat is good, or ill
Or else a mixtare of each principle:
And ere your subject a coneclusion know,
The advantage or the disadvantage show.
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& portion of the rights with which he fancies that God and nature en
dowed him, he will be consoled by the reflection that all have to make
the sacrifice, and that the concession is made for the protection of his prop-
erty and his life, for without governmens neither would be safe.

Antiquity. Accordingly, we find, so deeply seated is the necessity for
government, that in the earliest ages of the world a kind of government
was existing anfong all tribes and nations; and so remarkable is this
fact, that almost all that history records of the earliest people is the history
of these kings.

Universality. In every part of the world, also, at the present day, where
puman creatures are to be seen, there also some kind of government is
found among them. Even the rudest among the savage nations have
their kings and chiefs, whose word is law, and whose power is seldom
disputed.

Locality. But government, in its most perfect form, is generally found
smong the most civilized and enlightened people. Almost all the differ-
ent kinds of government now existing, or that ever did exist, may be
reduced to three, namely, Monarchy, Aristocracy, and Democracy. Un-
der one of these forms every nation now known to exist is regulated
and controlled. The painted Indian, whose life and death are at the
mercy of his sachem, the naked African, who looks in terror at his king,
and the wild Arab, whose chief is the sovereign arbiter in the division
of the plunder obtained by the horde, all are in fact the subjects of a
monarch. Rome, under the decemvirs, and Venice and Genoa under
their nobles, presented the spectacle of an Avistocracy ; while Athens,
luxurious Athens, invested the chief power in an assembly of the people,
and presented to the world a splendid example of a Democracy. Each
of these different forme is attended by its own peculiar adyantages
and disadvantages which the unity of our subject doesgnot permit us
now to discuss. But the advantages of some form of government re-
mains yet to be presented.

Advantages. Order is said to be the first law of heaven. But among
men it is essentially necessary for their very existence. Man, unecon-
trolled and unrestrained, wonld ever be invading his brother’s rights
Nothing would be safe. Might would be right, and the strongest might
revel in the possession of that which the weaker had no power to keep
from him. Laws emanate from government. Without government
there could be no laws. It is the laws which protect every man in thé
enjoyment of his life, his liberty, and his possessions. Without laws,
property wonld not be respected; the weak would be the slave of the
strong, and the strong could enjoy their ill-gotton possessions only so
long as they could maintain thelr ascendancy. It is government, there:
fore. that secures fo every one the enjoyment of what he possesses, and

restrains the strong from encroaching on the ri ghts of the weak.

Disadvantages. Every form of government is liable to abuse. They
who are in power are engaged in a constant struggle to maintain that
power, while the ambitions and the aspiring are eagerly watching their
opportunity to sapplant them. This gives rise to parties and cabals to
plots and intrigues, to treachery, to treason and rebellion, to civil wars
7nd family feuds. in which the innocent often share the punishment pre-
pared for the guilty. But these evils are licht in comparison with those
which spring from anarchy, or want of government. It becomes every
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one, therefore, to lend his aid in support of the government under which
it has pleased providence to place him, until that government shows by
its actions that the%eood of the people for whom it was instituted is not
its aim, and thercby renders rebellion a palliated evil, if not a virtue.

Fxercises.

On Time. On Justice. On Joy.
Temperance. The Mind. (Gaming.
Modesty: The corporeal faculties. Industry.
Sculpture. Forgiveness. Luxury.
Clemency. Affection filial Patience.
Religion. Affection parental, &e. Pride.

Morning. Cruelty. Perseverance.
Evening. Faith. Conscience.
Day. Happiness. Compassion.
Night. Flattery. Equity.
Ambition. Indolence. Yenerosity.
Revenge. Justice. Melancholy.
Honor. Magnanimity. Humanity.
Virtue. Politeness. Ingratitude.
Education. Prudence. Frugality.
Truth. Courage. Patriotism.
The World. Tortitude. Prodigality.
Anger. Disinterestedness. Poverty.
Enowledge. TFidelity.

LXVI.
THEMES.

Themes are subjects, or topics, on which a person writes
or speaks.

A theme, as defined by Mr. Walker, is the proving of
gome truth.

Themes are divided into two classes, the simple and the
complex.

Simple themes comprehend such as may be expressed by
one term or more, without conveying either an affirmation or
a negation. ‘Such as Logic, Education, Habit, The Fall of
the Roman Empire, The Institution of Chivalry. *

% Buch, also, are the subjects of the last Exercises under the head of
Regular gub]ncta
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Ccmplex themes comprehend such propositions as adm. o
proof or illustration ; expressing a judgmeni which of course
‘may be denied without invoking any positive cont.md‘ictlon in
the meaning of the terms. Thrc following are examfplfas.
« Logic is a useful study.” ¢Youth is the Heasoi ' im-
provement.” ¢ Wisdom is_better than riches. A public
is preferable to a private education.”

In the last set of exercises the course was laid down fon Tthe mgnarﬁ;
ment of “ a regular subject,” which is preseribed by Mr. S‘talker in 13
“Peacher’s Assistant” What he calls “regular subjects” are dgﬁ%nc
for simple themes. The course preseribed by Mr. Jardine, in hlg ut:
lines of a Philosophical Edueation, is less mechanical, and is tgl e &jjr(i,
ferred, because the mind of the student is less fettered b‘y hfﬂ ng
strings,” and left more to its own resources. The following are his pre-
imi remarks : ;
lm‘l‘l%‘agygive an illustration of a simple theme I shall ::-uppose the su?){;ect
to be Logie, and sha}k]l shlgrgly apply th{a schala_\‘:tﬂtc rules to the structure

3 hich should be composed upon 1t."
Of‘}}’lfehgsﬁsigt 11;'\(1113 directs the student to begin by fixing exactly the n:}efm-
ing of the term, which is the subject 0_f the du}mc, removing every ;mg
that is doubtful or equivocalin its signification; and, when fhﬂml:l u‘;s
of that kind occur, the true import of the word must be {1@'@:}11111@ y
the canons of etymology, or by the practice of the best writers- S :

« By the second rale, which is the principle one, }‘15; is required to &‘3}.&
plain the essential and accidental qualities of the subject, here Euppme
to be logic; and to enumerate them, according to their order f:md Lﬂ}pgr-
tance, and with a reference to the end which is contemplatel by 1}(.3
logician. That end is the establishment of truth or the 1'ef13t~1‘tlur‘l_ 0?
error, and it is accomplished by the application of those }'_thsa ft 111,.:‘ 1ﬁ
reasoning, in which the art of logic may be said to consist. In t]lx.:,
rules are included definition, division, classification, as :«'vcll as those
general directions relative to propositions which are derived from th_e
ancient dialectics. But it is unnecessary here to enlarge; ior‘theqm_abt
important of the rules, for hoth kinds of themes, are the same, in xg f:;:,
at least, as the object of both is the attainment of clear notions, lucid ar
rangement, and perspicmous expression.” : G :

“The special rules which relate fo the management of complex t.mm(;a‘
may be shortly enumerated. That no propositions, advanced af]ii@
ground of inference and deduction should be admitted, but upon the .-r,_::!
and most solid evidence, arising from sense, from consciousness, or ‘Q_;\'_]]C]l i
ence, or from undeniable truths, such as axioms and intuitive propositions;
or lastly, upon testimony, analogy, facts already p! ved, the unc_lmm}m;fz
laws of nature, &c.— that the meaning of the subject, and predmaftwe? o
the radical proposition be accurately fixed — that the extm_it 9(’ the al mm‘g.1
tion or megation be exactly ascertained, so that the proposition may be
stated in the most intelligible manner, and the logical rules of division be
applied — that the attention be next directed to the kind of evidence by
which the proposition is established — and the arguments to be intro
duced in such order, that those which precede shall throw light on those
that follow, and form a connected chain of comparisons, by which ulti
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mately the agreement or disagreement, expressed in the oposition,
shall be made manifest; and finally that all objections against the propo-
sition be candidly and explicitly answered. The proof, when it is long,
may be concluded with a recapitulation, containing the united strength
of all the arguments which have been brought to confirm it.”

“ It is impossible to prescribe fules which shall exaetly accord with the
variety of subjects which may come under this order of themes, and, there-
fore, much must be left to the judgment and experience of the teacher.
It is not every theme that vequires the application of all the rules. The
first rule may be sometimes necessary ; the secend is indispensable on all
subjects; the other rules are only occasionally required ; — a rigid adhe-
rence to these rules might render composition stiff and formal; but that
would, in a great measure, be prevenced, by frequent use and judicious
application.”

“Though, in the management of complex themes, the rules of demon
stration cannot be always followed, yet the clearness, certainty, and pro
gress of that kind of reasoning, ought to be the standard, as the best and
most effectual mode of procuring the assent of the mind. Let the young
composer imitate the geometrician, in attempting to establish clearly
the datum on which the dedaction rests, and then proceed, with grad-
ual and increasing strength, to the conclusion.” ¥

* It may, perhaps, be objected that the course here preseribed by Mr.
Jardine is too difficult for the young student. If perfect or finished com-
ositions were required, thers might be good grounds for such an opinion.
n all cases, perfect specimens must be preceded by many unsuccess-
ful efforts. An eminent writer has eandidly acknowledged that he wounld
be ashamed to disclose the many unsuecessful attempts he had made, be-
fore he could produce any -hing worthy of public attention. Imperfect,
then, as the first essays of the student may be, they constitute the natural
and mdispensable steps which lead to higher degrees of perfection.

The following extract from one of Mrs. Sherwood’s “ Social Tales ” is go
pertinent to the subject, that it is thought that it will be useful to the stu-
dent to present it in this place. The tals from which it is extracted is
entitled ** Hoe Age.”

“It was the custom of my father, when I was a girl, to require of me
every Safurday, a few pages written upon a given subject. Well do I re-
member the hours which I sometimes used to spend on these unfortunate
Saturday mornings, in endeavoring to elicit sparks of genius from the
cold iron of my brain ; and how pleased I was wont to be, when any thing
like a bright idea presented itself to my imagination : such were weleome
to me as angel’s -visits, which are said to be few and far between.

¢ Much of my success, however, I found, depended upon the subject
which was given me. When these subjects were fruitfnl and congenial to
my feelings, the task was comparatively easy ; but when they were new
and strange to me, my labor was greatly increased, and so far from being
able to put my ideas into any new form, I seemed to lose the power of
expressing them, even in the most ordinary way.

* Judge, then, what must have been my despair, when on a certain Sat-
urday, having stolen up into my father's study, with that sort of quiet
pace which children nuse when they are going about any thing they do not
much relich, (for the motion of the foot is a never-varying index in a simpla
mind, of the feelings of the heart.) I stood behind his chair as he sat writ-
ng, and said, ‘ Papa, please for the subject of my theme, to day ?’

" Hoe age,’ he replied, still writing on.

1R
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i -dine, ¢ y udent must.be
« (3f one thing,” continues Mr. Jardir e, “the }oL}.nge_st s:'i g
made sensible, from the evidence of his own consclousnes ; 'crwii'm:eiﬂ_q s
expect to compase even the simplest theme writhout directing and ¢
5 = 3 - 31
g nking upon . - : : ¥
it Of'mt' 5 -Inuot be too plain nor foo minute, W hen directed to
g i and difheult course of study. The
young persons entering upor’a new an¢ G colteotres of e o
experience of the perplexities which assail the juyenile e i
S fle-wom +0 discover materials and to find c.\:pressmns,_m{sf 1.; e
's lav aside the authority of the teacher, and to place myself as the ¢
O e ecion of the's t, i S nents when his difficulties are
panion or friend of the student, in those moT 3
st formidable ” ks
iy ; suupposc.. then, * Emulation’ chosen as the suojecsc of aflz?l:;-l(?“t}}:i?é
shich the stadent is required to explam and illustrate, from lectures,

S S S
R R e e

¢ What, papa 2 I said.

« ¢ Hoc age, child,’ 1’10 angwered ;
but do n’t disturb me. y Rt
o ‘11{:1'0 age. I repeated, as I went down stairs. : 'HU? {rilgl: wolrtdbrfj;-:: ;1 Li
I know it is Latin. Hoc is this, and it is ucut:elj,'?_m e 300 ﬂle.rel'?:re.
understood ; and a_galis n;o_; 11k1m-.v enough of Latin ; th

e age means, Do this thing, 3 L e
”:c‘;{f g menc}e,‘l a pen, and fook a sheet of paper, 'v;‘f (‘1‘1 }Z:tr}{?ﬁmﬁ.
in afair hand at the top of the paper; and ‘chil { ad I.(‘:Ee i e
and then wrote my own name in one corner, anc the d ‘d \\:ru:[e f!:":lil], a
then looked out of the window, and up t‘:_the c‘a:n}g, 200 it A

enally made out a sentence to this effect ...Eu 15,0111 L35 A
2‘;"cu111étu=1ce of life, to attend to this admonition;’ ‘and‘) ﬂ};re.he} t‘hréreﬁ
iy atson s 1l L, AL e ko 8
fore, I could not get, and when my ather galled ma fo CRRER 3 IECC T
¥ an inch beyond the full round stop after the word adu S
nf‘i\%% 'lfl':luht:l%l was one of the kindest and geultlf} (')cll 1)1)1-1-%:?-?1;\1]1&&:\“10; i

resented my vacant sheet to him, he sm Ll_ed. ﬂ}m1 said, HA“;H. ooy e
Sxpected; but I am perfectly satisfied, nevertheless. & ¥CR (500, R0 7
your morning in considering the patare of the injunction e
pressed in the words ¢ Hoc age; you have not lost i.om; Ltl‘:‘l,(.mt R
then entered into an explanation ol the subject, :'ml, p?‘.p “)Lcl,tionl Lot
theso o words were SIUNEER, (8 1 might! And then he showed
ever thine hand findeth to do, do it with thy mght.  S0% " o8 T 0ty o

o that the world abounded with persons W ho never seem g e}
fo ‘ImL(‘L Lundivided attention tf.iil ffjxy t}nnt%-wht‘_il. qt;;e:k 11‘;31_‘;13‘[,?;::{52

3 »e. when suddenly called upon to act or speas » :

i xcﬁlel?:;?e\\‘:ih\u:nml never had their words or tlm}l‘ractu?ns ::l\t" ;:G?T}q?ﬂ

\ce.) continued he, ‘on smaller occasions, :d_m} u‘c ‘101‘-1 ljor*'1{1‘i';icts;
their tirne, and on more i}Gpu_rt:‘mt. 0:1.53 }10;}113‘% l-.;u [11; Dl:ﬂt};; .‘;no nU‘.Fh]i: = hli v
never to be recovered.,” My fatheradde b mae B 5 auh e
put as 1 shall hope, in what follows, to elL1c1ig;‘:t:c e e R

j 0 5 ’ -2 of his valuable discourse, with
ppropriate example, 1 shall c.te1rio more o'q vakishle oo o
» remark only, which was most Imp ; to

] .utllll::t)ftlfgl;alr:almn of the soul‘is the thing to u(; i‘,(\;xdclz 113_ thIg Eiii]s'.
tanece; the ¢ Hoc age’ to which every human ""E"“l"ll"tls.iou ¢ g],_)l_rclzlth.'ma

1 — all other concerns being made subordinate mpﬁn.: onl. bj¢ ni(-‘i}rﬂ

Yorts or exertions being in the end r.\'hoT 7 inef mfmt_}.x peoducing
of any individual, when this one tiing needful is negle ._J.t -
of the tale, of which the above extract 13 me|reit L}eimr‘

duction, may well be recomm ed to the perusal of both teachers and

¢ Hoe age— go and malke the best of ity

strdents.
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and observations, in such a way as to communicate a distinct account of
emulation to all who shall read his essay. Where are the materials to be
found 2 His first recourse would probably be to authors who have treated
of emulation, from whom he might take what serves his purpose. But he
is instructed that there is a nearer and much more fertile source, which
will furnish him with materials, providing he seek for them in the proper
way. And what is that source? His own mind, working upon the mate-
rials which he already possesses. Let him put the question to himself,
What is emulation? Here¢ let him recollect the early scenes in which this
feeling was first excited. On the verge of childhood, he must remember
the language nsed in amusements, ‘I can do this, and you cannot,’ ‘I shall
be at that mark before you! He may have, perhaps, read the beautiful
deseription of Gray, in the distant prospect of Eton College :

Who, foremost, now delights to eleave
With pliant arms, the glassy wave, &c.

Or the description of the Trojan games, in the sixth book of the
JEneid. He may recollect that, when at school, he contended for the first
place in his class, or may be now contending for the first prize at college.
Upon the recollection of these scenes, and from associated feelings which
exist in his mind, he is in some sort prepared to answer the question,
What is ‘ emulation?’ A desire and endeavor to excel others,—to be the
first in any competition.”

* From whence proceeds, or what excites this desire and endeavor?
From obtaining an objeet first, which other competitors wish to possess.
Is it the intrinsic value of the object of compeétition? No;—it may bea
sprig of laurel,—a palm-branch, — a fox’s tail,—a medal of little value,
—a book, a scat of preferment or of honor. From what, then, does tha
object receive its value? It is the circumstance of obtaining it before
other competitors. And what is it that gives such value to the being first
in the competition? It is the presence of many spectators and admirers
It is their reflected praise, which animates the competitors, — which makes
the breast of the student palpitate when he receives the prize. Let the
competition take place in a desert, where there are no spectators, the charm
is dissolved, and the competitors walk over the conrse withont pleasure or
expectation.”

% Again, what are the effects of emulation? When this principle oper-
ates with full effect, and under control of virtue and honor, it produces
vizorous conflict, persevering exertion, contempt of difficulties and dan-
gers, increasing hopes, eager expectations, and, in the moments of success,
exquisite delizht. The student may have a clearer view of this generous
and energetic feeling, by turning his attention to the histories of preat
characters and great events, and distinguishing emulation from the effects
of other feelings not unfrequently associated with it. He will thus be
enabled to draw a line of distinction between it and its collaterals, ambi-
tion and fame. These fix upon the possession of their objects without any
view of competition, or of the means by which they may be obtained,
whereas the pleasures of emulation spring from the love of excellence and
superiority.”

“The experience of competitions, in which the student has been en-
gaged, or of those which he has observed, will suggest to him, that emula
tion in its purest form can only take place where the prize is won by the
personal exertions of the individnal. When any undue means are used
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to obtain it, pr any cbstacle indirectly thrown in the way of 3 1';\'&1 E?ﬂ
petitor, the generous flame of emulation is extinguished, :ULL t:ll' n:.(’th
deprading spirit is substituted In 1is place. One would think that € :
mortification which the student must suffer, when he receives a 'p\rl;f\,
which he is conscious he did not deserve, simc:uld dispose him to]w_}jcuit; it
ps altogether unworthy of his acceptance. The student E‘lantlﬂ_t ;:m'e orf
gotten the manner in which the friendly stratagem of 1\1511a,l in fay (;‘r ?
Euryalus, was received by the other competitors at the ~alebration of the
Trojan games.” gz ;
I‘r‘{){:ﬁ enlarged view should be taken of the field of (‘.cmr:pc_utum.1 'l;ha‘
field may be called up by the imagination. The person 1\u whumﬂt les 9.11::.
spark of emulation is kindled, may imagine hllﬂﬁ.{)lf pln.ud u‘pouv_llcpﬂ o
arena with the competitors of other centuries and other ages. 11&
deavored to rival the fame of Homer, and Cicero that ot} ?]'cn%ml.qltelnﬁsp
When Cmzsar passed the statue of Alexander, he is said to e L;ghigvg
tears, becanse the Macedonian had surpassed llk.m.m.m hmaumry] e
ments. When ambition and emulation are conjoined in the same dc’ti:—minc
occupied in similar {e.\:.,ploits, it requires some discrimination to deter
chat belongs to each. : :

W }1This sketch, of course, is not intended as a specimen of a SI]‘Y{Iple ttlilleg;ﬁg
on emalation, but merely as a general outline of allllgzdmalt\_entd sg rﬁ?thcm
view of pointing out to the student the course he] should ta le 0 B
e has only to embrace the subject of the theme El:_)se.y]}—— '?h 2 111)%)0 ry
to his own mind for light and knowledge, — to press hm_sel with 1rim;a
rogatories relative to his demands, —to follow the Kni‘.éum‘ -E,LSS(;?{:H S
of things, and he will soon find {nﬂte}'}als enough, an dan%\e fir
information which he could not otherwise have conceive to be IM o
reach. The concluding step is to s:clcct from these matermﬂs,ﬂﬁ;a L
arrange them according to the particular end he hasin v1ew}'; d'fﬁculi}?‘in
of his work be rightly performed, he will not ﬁ}ld much di y
suitably expressing what he clearly and distinctly knows.

[A list of subjects for Exercises will be found in the last article, under the
head of Regular Subjects.]

1f the course thus laid down by My, Jardine for the manag_{f‘(:llrl:en'tt?i
themes, be found too loose or too difficult, the student may ol 'O“t* :)r
more machanical one of Mr. Walker. HI‘S course for regular Slm'](ip\i-ith
simple themes has already been given. The following is his course,
regard to themes in general : ¥

After the Theme or Truth is laid down, the Proof consists
of the following parts:

1st. The Proposition or Narrative; where we show the
meaning of the Theme, by amplifying, paraphrasing, ot
explaining it more at large.

% Tt will be noticed that Mr. Walker designates srn-nr;m’f;l thsm&slits Rheg:l;!elz;
Sulgects ; while he embraces, under the term of Theme, Jm_se(ffnﬁ}' :: I 5
general are called complex themes. This aecords \T,lﬂl his definition of
theme, which he says 1s the  proving of some truth.
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- 2d. The Reason; where we prove the trath of the Theme
3}’ S0me reason or zu‘gument.

3d. The Confirmation; where we show the unreasonable-
ness of the contrary opinion; or, if we cannot do that, we try
to bring some other reason in support of the former.

4th. The Simile; where we bring in something in nature
or art, similar to what is affirmed in our Theme, for illustrating
the truth of it.

Sth. The Example ; where we bring instances from History
te corroborate the truth of our Theme.

6th. The testimony or Quotation ; where we bring in pro-
verbial sentences or passages frem good authors, which show
that others think as we do.

7th. The Conclusion; when we sum up the whole and

show the practical use of the Theme, by concluding with some
pertinent observations. ¥

Eaxample.

TOO MUCH FAMILIARITY GENERALLY BREEDS CONTEMPT.

Proposition. There is no observation more generally true
than that our esteem of a person seldom rises in proportion to
our intimacy with him.

Reason.

Such is the general disguise men wear, that their
good qualities commonly appear at first, and their bad ones are
discovered by degrees; and this gradual discovery of their

* The rules are thus versified by Mr. Walker

The Proposition, the Reason, the Confirmation, tne Simile, thw Fzample
ke Testimony, and the Conclusion.

The Theme at large the Proposition gives,

And the same thought in other words conceives

The Reason shows the Proposition true,

By bringing arguments and proofs to view;

"The Confirmation proves th’ opinion right,

By showing how aktsurd ’s the opposite.

If that ’s not to be done, it tries to explore

Some proof in aid of what was given before.

The Simile an apt resemblance brings,
Which shows the theme is true in other things;
The Example instances from History draws,
That by mankind's experience prove our cause:
The Testimony to the wise appeals,
And by their suffrage our opinion seals.
Some useful obsexvations come at last,
As a conclusion drawn from what is past-

18*
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failings and weaknesses, must necessarily lessen our opinion
of them.

Confirmation. It i3 {he nature of man to have a high
opinion of any excellence he is not fully acquainted with: he
is prone to imagine it much greater than it really is; and
therefore when it becomes thoroughly known, the expectation
is at an end, and-the good qualifics which we at first admired,
having no longer the Tecommendation of novelty, become not
only less striking, but often produce indifference and contempt.

Simile. As the frogs in the fable were at first terrified by
the noise of the falling of the log which Jupiter threw down
into the lake for their king, but by degrees became so familiar
with their wooden monarch as to despise it; SO kings have
often found by mixing too familiarly with their subjects, and
masters by being too free with their servants, that they have
lost their importance in proportion to their condescension.

Example. James the First, King of England, was a man
of considerable learning, and had as few bad qualities as the
aenerality of his subjects; but, by jesting with his attendants,
and descending to childish familiarity with thef, scarcely any
King of England was held in greater contempt.

Testimony. A celebrated teacher has said that young peo-
ple cannot be too much on their gnard against falling into too
great familiarity with their companions; for they are sure to
Jose the good opinion of those with whom they are familiar.

Conclusion. 1t may, therefore, be laid down, as confirmed
by reason and experience, that nothing requires greater cau-
tion in our conduct, than our behaviour to {hose with whom
we are most intimate.

Exercises.

The necessity of Exercise,

The proper nse of Amusements.
On Laudable Exertion.

The impor fag

The Folly of :

Want of Piety arises from the want of sensibility.

The importance of Hospitality and the eivilities of common hifa
Religion consistent with true politeness.

Ou the pleasures of Conversation.

"Tae dicnity of virtue amid corrupt examples.

The duties and pleasures of Reflection.
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The imporlance of the gov

; overnment of

The value of the art of ?)riminn-. sk

The baneful effects of Indulgence.

%{110 %niuenee of the Great.

he Beauty and Happiness ; i i

Dissosttion ppiness of an open behaviour and an ingenucus

/’{he 'l(;élllllty of religious ceremonies

A good heart necessary to enjoy the beanti
d ESSAr]) 3 eant;

The wisdom of aiming at peri‘ectinn. s

Family Disagreements the fi 1 i
The selfishness of men of tlfg(%::;ﬁl.c gl o i

The necessity of Tem
; 38 >mperance to the hea i
Advantages of music as a recreation. e

Necessity of a i i
ssity ttention to things as well as 3
The influence of fashion. b

An honorable death preferable to a degraded life.

LXVIL
ABSTRACTS.

AJl ab"«._tlact 18 @€ INIY or mtome, containinoe Lhe 8 L_
S a su ar 5 1
3 epito y CO =

stance, a general view inci

n g or the principa 8 reati

iy s principal heads of a treatise or
The taki 3

in i‘,‘exltg[lf Fé"; Diﬂ:trtactﬁnfr‘mn sermons, speeches, essays, &e. is anwexer- *
sl student will find exceedingly use in | e f

i § ' ingly useful in the cul

habits of attention, as well as of mml}'sxs.ﬂ In writing nbstract;.”i'?uignngz

necessary to e y C:
e o ;f:}lélz.}‘ca\ or to recall the exact language of the original, the
xerciseis fully subserved, if the principal idea be ‘recorded

Example.
ON DIVERSIONS.

.lt iz . r -
is generally taken for granted, by most young people of fortune, that
4

diversion is rinei j i
e suif{: r:snt‘:}; .}nm}c;plc object of life; and this opinion is often carried
ettt st, }1t 1at }{chaam'e seems to be the great ruling principle
e g Flﬁft }oughts, words, and actions, and which makes all
; 80 neavy isgusti is opini weve
el s m‘]e cavy s_mel disgusting. This opinion, however, is
£ happy, asmay be shown by taking the other side of

t q - . - = f life
= proving tha e 13 i
he uestion, an 1 I t there is no pleasure and enjoyment of life

"

T 15 b L

The words CDmTﬂ'Oﬂl"r used to Slgﬂlf:‘_' diversion are these three,n imely
yhE At}

relaxati i i
ey 1111?;;'«']1;{1‘35:3111;21]1‘, and recr.r(ianon; and the precise meaning of these
y lead us to very useful instructi The i axation i
Wit 0 very on. The idea of relaxation i
rom & bow, which must he unbent when it is not wanted to be use;.

The obligations of Learning to the Christian Religion.’
On Decency &s the only motive of our apparent virtues.
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that its elasticity may be preserved. Amusement literally means an oc-
casional forsaking of the Muses, or the Jaying aside our books when we
are weary with study; and recreation is the refreshing or recreating of
onr spirits when they are exhausted with labor, that they may be ready.
in due time, to resune it again.

From these considerations it follows that the idle man who hasno work
can have no play; for, how can he be relaxed who is neyer bent? How
can he leave the Muses who is never with them ? How can play refresh
him who is never exhausted with business ?

When diversion becomes the business of life, its nature is changed
all rest presupposes labor. He that has no variety can have no enjoy
ment ; he is surfeited with pleasure, and in the better hours of reflection
would find a refuge in labor itself, And, indeed, it may be observed, that
there is not a more miserable, as well as a more worthless being, than a
young person of fortune, who has nothing to do but find out some new
way of doing nothing.

A sentence is passed upon all poor men, that if they will not work, they
ghall not cat; and a similar sentence seems passed upon the rich, who, it
they are notin some respect useful to the public, are almost sure to be
come burthensome to themselves. This blessing goes along with every
aseful employment; it keeps a man On good terms with himself, and
consequenily in good spirits, end in a capacity of pleasing and being
pleased with every innocent gratification.

As labor is necessary to procure an appetite to the body, there mmst
also be some previous exercise of the mind to prepare it for enjoyment;
indulgence on any other ferms 3y false in itself, and ruinous in its conse-
quences. Mirth degenerates into senseless riot, and gratification soon
terminates in satiety and disgust-

Abstract of the above.

.

1. Tt is a common error to suppose that diversion should
form the business of life, the contrary being true.

9. This is proved by the derivation of the words used to
express diversion — viz., relaxation, amusement, and recrea-
tion.

3. They who have no labor can have no diversion.

4. When diversion becomes labor, it is no longer diversion.

5. All men must have occupation, or be miserable.

6. There must be labor of mind as well as labor of the
body, for the well being of both.

Fxercises.

Exercises in the practice of taking ghstracts are frequently presented
by the preacher. They may also be found in volumes of sermons, L pe-
riodical papers and essays, in common text-books in literary inslitutions,
and in the wide circle of English literature Tt is not, therefore, deemed
important to present them in detail in this volame.
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LXVIIL

The fac inv * LR
exerciseda‘;lltgl é)f 131*. ention, it is thought, has been sufficient]
to fill out an esqpal e{i'edmglpﬂlmples to enable the student noz
: . say from g ines :
the following Y weads, outlines, or abstracts, as in

Example.
ON INDEPENDENCE.
HEADS.

1. No being perfectly inde
2. Th_e dependence (g‘eatedpel?(’lem e
fact, a kind of independence ;
3. Pecuniary de :
4. Pecuniary de
Qegra;es the heart.
9. Young people oug’ b
vecuniary degengence.aht i

trade and commerce is, in

pendence the most humiliati
; ating of any.
pendence naturally degrades the miz}]d and

particularly careful to avoid

o Lhe Essay founded on the above heads.

Independe i

! mnee, in the large

Sy ) largest and most unlimi i
Wit et T _mos imited sense, is y
s Blrvait Bcinf]z?‘,:ll?lstli I\E&)) being is perfectly indcp(:’nﬁert}ct) ;Iuenﬂ rt;id
in the first place 2‘1 tl DAer hewngny by their very nature, are dc, , d‘. L
crasititin The i ‘tc‘;lldCz'gator, and in the sécond, on thci:f'“;"'gllm:’
hig g se good-will and assistance they derive their Lﬁl\;f

This de
pendence, howeve sists i
s 5 T, consists in & mutual interch: '
DT')iigc('Ji_ e Osizrléabc{e return of favors received, as g;{:l;:ic ?f oy
T gy e ot nd at the same time leaves each other imﬁc Gident.
e i t-u-e Per:;e Sx:e ﬁtndlmhdiﬂbmm countries, that trﬂdsél)i(glfem
ich are necessary to both ; rhi : i 5o
flllﬁh‘_lt lnot indebted to eacll—lyother R T D e
ut the most general i M

: 1 St sense of ind i ‘

P e ependence is that of 'ty
S th‘{r}i}l?ﬁ,a ;:al'led money, and which is the re;rc:s:gltaactlt?. far
ol itanstu‘i:g ;:ij)sh, hag in it something so sacred thfltte\'.gfcil
dependsnt. We n 7, Without losing our dieni nd 1 =

e S i g our dignity an i

i g migf: ?Stkdfor favors of another kind, and't.lmui-i? ?ﬁzmmg
we lose our independ ot degraded; but if once we ask a pecani F}r i
i c1}c£t Oencc, aFd become enslaved. No mgre mﬁlr\y oen
s ron the same s id before. N
Thee creditor on the 8 equal terms tha 3 N
Oré can we controvert his opirion. and assert bo-u- ;\:1& {13d( htﬂ)'m "
5 [ N & CInscious in
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feriority has deprived us of freedom, and we are the slave of him who was
formerly our equal.

But, the most deplorable part of this picture is, that dependence not only
enslaves the mind, but tends to deprave the heart. We feel ourselves
degraded by receiving pecuniary favors, and conscious of what our creditor
must think of us, when we cannot return them, we are apt to view hime
with an eye of jealousy and distaste ; and thus become guilty of one of the
worst of ¢rimes, the crime of ingratitude.

Young people, who know but little either of themselves or of the world,
are apt to think such pictures of human nafure misanthropical. They
are, however, such as have been drawn by the experience of all ages and
nations; and concur with several other traits to show us the natural de-
pravity of man. If, therefore, we wish to preserve ourselves independent,
—if we wish to maintain a proper dignity of character and freedom of
opinion, — if we desire, above all things, to preserve ourselves from thai
depravity of heart, which we are so apt to slide info when we eannot pay
our debts,—let us beware of borrowing money; for, as our immorts”

Shakspeare says,
1 A 1oan oft loseth both itself and friend,
‘And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry."”

Fzxercises.

On the Multiplication of Books.

1. No amusements more attainable, or attended with more satisfaction,
than those derived from literary subjects.

5. The student can enjoy in his library all that has employed the active
mind of man.

3. Reading especially
or by eircumstances. .

4, Much of the student’s fime necessarily employed in retracing the
progress of those who have gone before him.

5. Modern aunthors justify to themselves and others the addition whizh
they make to the number of books.

gratifying to those who are confined by profession

2.
O the means of tendering old age honorable and comjforiable.

_. Man degenerates in Tis nature as he advances in life.

2. That stateis wretched, when the heart Joses its sensibility.

3. Old age, though insensible to many pleasures, has & keen perception
of pain. -

4. 01d age not always attended with natural infirmity.

5. A life of temperance preserves the equanimity ot the mind.

6. A devotional spirit will afford the most lively enjoyments.

7. These enjoyments increase with the nearness of the approach of
frnition. ;

8. That life honorable which affords the most useful lessons of virtoe

9. That life comfortable, which, although unattended with absolute en
s~eyent, has 4 solace for pain and a prospect of enjoyment near.
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3.

Moderation in our wishes necessary.

1. 1 18 & a3 t W pres
Man's active m d sel om
1d satisfied with 1ts present condition.
2 Rebtlesmhs and exciter 1€nt prev alent.
3. Ambition and ho pe constantly deceive u with delusive dreams
8 del

4. If we dwell wi -
well with satisfactio i
otir expectations. ion on the ideal, the real can never fulfil

5. Few have reali i
a ized ;
and deceived. their expectations. Many have been disappointed

6. What is rati 3
of desoe. lonal and attainable, should, therefore, be the only objects

4.

Wealth and fortune afford no ground for envy,

1. Envy most g 1
¥y most generally excit ins
e s v excited against weal
_;. %}m rich and fortunate are not always }(;-Jth fmd s
7 T]e are deceived by appearances. i
- The poor are ex om ) i
i 3 empted from many evils to which the rich are
LR :I:im rich have troubl
6. The real wants and
almost all classes.

7. If t] balance o 1ap 23 by ljus IF it will be ID that
ane happi £
he ba pine: ¢ adj sted fair 3 1 und

‘cs‘f'mm which the poor are exempted
enjoyments of life are few, and are common to

LXTX,
DIVISIONS OF A SUBJECT.

One of the most difficult of th

consists i e departments of compositi
it we:'t; I:nlc]ll?{'i?;[‘ucl:lgs OrAITIIgS, 4 subject play ir?ﬂ' i?iiltu?;sl
it ]’nay be ﬁ;“c a Stort of plan on which to treat it. 'Lf‘hc
b il asceﬁ::‘u}:am ?I;V said to make a map of it in his
Iateral Bobirel ;.13‘“3 1ts boundaries, that is to say, the col-
iflBhces Jand i 1_\\h1ch it 1s connected, its dependencies
would pl:(;b'lbl Pliﬂmlﬂent Ml andabing be geo"rapher:
G Wav_( qg’m ;{ %OWH the_ same country exafctl? in th;
A i s ;ive c“img special attention to the mountains
towns, &o., s0 o (?t ers to the sea-coast, others to the chief
F"lbjec,t in .1;11:;: =fr:r?1et‘:x; }v:‘lig)rsu“_.ould [probably “map out” a
gons will probably be t)lseful lzn ;llfpblslt?f(i;;: !Je Sloidug didge




