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feriority has deprived us of freedom, and we are the slave of him who was
formerly our equal.

But, the most deplorable part of this picture is, that dependence not only
enslaves the mind, but tends to deprave the heart. We feel ourselves
degraded by receiving pecuniary favors, and conscious of what our creditor
must think of us, when we cannot return them, we are apt to view hime
with an eye of jealousy and distaste ; and thus become guilty of one of the
worst of ¢rimes, the crime of ingratitude.

Young people, who know but little either of themselves or of the world,
are apt to think such pictures of human nafure misanthropical. They
are, however, such as have been drawn by the experience of all ages and
nations; and concur with several other traits to show us the natural de-
pravity of man. If, therefore, we wish to preserve ourselves independent,
—if we wish to maintain a proper dignity of character and freedom of
opinion, — if we desire, above all things, to preserve ourselves from thai
depravity of heart, which we are so apt to slide info when we eannot pay
our debts,—let us beware of borrowing money; for, as our immorts”

Shakspeare says,
1 A 1oan oft loseth both itself and friend,
‘And borrowing dulls the edge of husbandry."”

Fzxercises.

On the Multiplication of Books.

1. No amusements more attainable, or attended with more satisfaction,
than those derived from literary subjects.

5. The student can enjoy in his library all that has employed the active
mind of man.

3. Reading especially
or by eircumstances. .

4, Much of the student’s fime necessarily employed in retracing the
progress of those who have gone before him.

5. Modern aunthors justify to themselves and others the addition whizh
they make to the number of books.

gratifying to those who are confined by profession

2.
O the means of tendering old age honorable and comjforiable.

_. Man degenerates in Tis nature as he advances in life.

2. That stateis wretched, when the heart Joses its sensibility.

3. Old age, though insensible to many pleasures, has & keen perception
of pain. -

4. 01d age not always attended with natural infirmity.

5. A life of temperance preserves the equanimity ot the mind.

6. A devotional spirit will afford the most lively enjoyments.

7. These enjoyments increase with the nearness of the approach of
frnition. ;

8. That life honorable which affords the most useful lessons of virtoe

9. That life comfortable, which, although unattended with absolute en
s~eyent, has 4 solace for pain and a prospect of enjoyment near.
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3.

Moderation in our wishes necessary.

1. 1 18 & a3 t W pres
Man's active m d sel om
1d satisfied with 1ts present condition.
2 Rebtlesmhs and exciter 1€nt prev alent.
3. Ambition and ho pe constantly deceive u with delusive dreams
8 del

4. If we dwell wi -
well with satisfactio i
otir expectations. ion on the ideal, the real can never fulfil

5. Few have reali i
a ized ;
and deceived. their expectations. Many have been disappointed

6. What is rati 3
of desoe. lonal and attainable, should, therefore, be the only objects

4.

Wealth and fortune afford no ground for envy,

1. Envy most g 1
¥y most generally excit ins
e s v excited against weal
_;. %}m rich and fortunate are not always }(;-Jth fmd s
7 T]e are deceived by appearances. i
- The poor are ex om ) i
i 3 empted from many evils to which the rich are
LR :I:im rich have troubl
6. The real wants and
almost all classes.

7. If t] balance o 1ap 23 by ljus IF it will be ID that
ane happi £
he ba pine: ¢ adj sted fair 3 1 und

‘cs‘f'mm which the poor are exempted
enjoyments of life are few, and are common to

LXTX,
DIVISIONS OF A SUBJECT.

One of the most difficult of th
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gons will probably be t)lseful lzn ;llfpblslt?f(i;;: !Je Sloidug didge
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A third division might be made as follows:— Childvren should rendes
obedience and love to their parents.

1. Because they should do what is right.

2. Because in this way they secare their'own happiness.

3. Because God has commanded them to love their parencs.

It may he said of the first part of this division, that it has no particular
reference to the object of the writer. It is a truth of general application,
and may with equal propricty be assigned in enforcing any other duty, as
well as that of filial obedience. It is also implied in the other heads,
since children do what is right, when, in obedience to God’s command,
they seek to secare their own happiness. *

In the divisions made in the mind of the writer in forming his plan, he
may present them as independent topics, to be united by the reasoning
which he employs in support of each; or as distinct propositions, each
ot; which has a particular bearing on what he purposes to prove or to
advance

Eaample of Independent Topics.

ON CHARITY.
Senses m which it is used in Seripture.
The kindred virtues with which it is allied.
Its operation on individuals.
On Society.
Field of action extended by Christianity.

Ezample of Distinet Propostiions.

t. Charity employed in the Seriptures to denote all the-good affections
which we should bear to one another.

2. Charity the most important duty enjoined in Holy Wit
3. Charity is an active principle. 3

4. Charity does not give every man an equal title to our love.
5. Charity produces peculiar and important effects on individual char
acter,

Licereises,

The importance of a good education.
Happiness founded on rectitnde of conduct.
Virtue man’s highest interest.

The misfortunes of men mostly chargeable on themselves.

* The question may arise, says Mr. Newman, from whose valuable
treatise on Rhetoric the above directions are principally derived, Is it of
importance distinctly to state the plan which 1s pursued in treating any
subject? To this question he replies, that in the treatment of intricate sub-
Jects, where there are many divisions, and where it is of importance that
the order and connection of each part should be earefully observed, to state
the divisions is the better course. But it is far from being essential.
Though we never should write without forming a distinet plan for our own
use yet it may often be best to let others gather this plan from reading our
El‘nt"luctions. A plan is a species of scaffolding to aid us in erecting the
unding. When the edifice is finished, we mayiet the scaffolding fall.
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The soul is immortak

God is eternal. .

Omniscience and omnipresence o the_D:;L‘lJ.

Difidence of our abilities a mark of wisdom. e

The importanee of order in the distribution o t_l_n.:e.

Chimge'a‘;‘ external condition often ::ﬂve:-:c to ;giﬁge

The mortifications of vice greater than those oL ¥ :

Fortitude of mind. = : A S

The inflaence of devotion on the happiness of mankir

The power of castom. : o

The real and solid enjoyments of life.

The vanity of wealth.

Nothing formed in vain.

. o rioht division of a composition, should be a

Remark. The plan, or the righ S10T i s T e
prominent object of attention and study. Lhe F;Jw S o sl s
: oful exercise, i is ositions, to I i s,
a very useful exercise, in all his comp! ) y down 1 i
br";'glrfz Wr?ﬁﬂ"' Tn this way habits of consecutive thm'ldngﬁlmbbq]gm ;te:;d
nu a p‘.‘inci;i?. of order established in the mind, which w ¢ Iinparte
to every subject of its contemplation.

LXX.
AMPLIFICATION.

Amplification may be defined an enlargement, Dy variou
5 :
examples and proofs. p e o =
Various are the ways in which 1\'11'1&13 um%lif},l or ;1?}:; %(%
ropositions which they advance. e inge:
upon the propositions which th = :
ti?e writer may here have full pla_w:, prov iding thatj }%e -{105 011"11{1}e
violate the unity of his subject. There are, however,

Al

e 8 e 2y
weneral principles which the student should have 1n view 1n
the performance of such an exercise.

ification is ibi 11y the mean-
The principal object of amplification is fo exéulnt n;oi]';l%; : Sy
ing of what has been advanced. This maybe fOFe a ono=iti01:33 forsiini
1. By formal definitions and paraphrases of the _p_rt et
the heads of a subject. This is particularly requisite }Lv e
employed in the proposition are ambiguous, new, or employe 3
from their common acceptatiom. 4 2 WS
2. By I{Jrasent'mg the proposition in various formnﬂci; cxprc:silgtxéh 1: (;)n 4
ine absolute tantology, and showing in what genera hor m;nner gy
the words employed should be received, explaining the m , also,
which to guard against mistakes. i R
3. By rg:iﬁng individual instances, explanatory of the general prop
tion.
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4. By similes, comparisons, antitheses, and historical allusions.

Writings which are designed to excite emotions, and to influence the
will, require a more extended amplification than those which are argnment-
ative, or those addressed directly to the understanding. In the former
case, it is desirable that the mind should be led to dwell on what is pre-
sented to it, and to notice whatever is. fitted and designed to excite the
desired emotion. Hence, copiousness of detail, and a full and minute
statement of attending circumstances, are required. But an argument
should be stated concisely and simply, excepting only when it is in itself
ibstrnse and complex, and when it is addressed to minds uncultivates
and unaccustomed to connected reasonings. In such cases, even an ar
gument may, with propriety, be amplified or enlarged.

The successful exercise of amplification depends,

Upon extent and command of knowledge;

2. On the power of illustration ;
3. On definiteness of thought in our reasonings;
4. On copiousness of expression.

[The subjects of the Exereisés, in various parts of this volume, wili pr

sent a sufficient opportunity for the student to practise the art of ampt
fication.] : 7

LXXI.
TLLUSTRATION OF A SUBJECT.

Tlustration properly signifies the rendering clear what is
chscure or abstruse.

It is often the case, that subjects for consideration are pre-
sented which at first view appear to afford no avenue by
which they may be approached. All appears dark around
them ; the subjects themselves appear isolated and distinet
from any form of close examination. But as they are re-
volved in the mind, some connecting point is discovered, in
which they may at last be seen to be united or closely allied
to other subjects, and plain and clear deductions and infer-
ences may be drawn from them. The proeess by which the
illustration of such subjects may be effected, is thus explained
by Mr. Jardine, in his remarks on what he calls “ The Fourth
Order of Themes.” ¥

“ To investigate, is, in the original sense of the word, to search out for an
sbsent object, by discovering and following out the traces which it has left

# Jardine’s * Outlines of a Philosophical Education,” page 322,
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i ‘th::h%aﬁi;: zzg:meﬁled himself, by marking lis footstcps L'o;\ 'uiu{: th‘? Pl:,c:i
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et i fa}nzlliqr ggoggflzzi(ﬁ:}iohiagggf%‘:ethe unknown causes and
1e mind, In 1 as al N : et
S?ﬁglp?ei tc}.f thingst Indeed, the perplexed anxiety “-hmhlthgfs%}tglo&;;;{r‘i?
th-bit- in the search of game, affords a striking examp. IG > e
:nxliou: and occasionally disappointed state of mind \'.:]Iuc 1t‘ 0 1:] 1‘1: e
frequeni"lv experiences in his researches after g}‘nil. 111-:1;11:2:(?{ c:rmlsé.hm; %
sion, natural to the human mind, that every efiec tu a8 cf;qatuut Moy
that the connection between causes and their ehhef 153 *Timh‘ - ot
form, the student of nature proceeds thwught' (] '11 you St i e
gﬂidéd by the chain 1\']1icl%1‘ assacmtfe.sh::rgr};’ f;é%?&ﬁ"‘ 1;1131 S
" vior event, which he infers must hav ded it, until at length I
g::—?'ie?:?iimt ultimate point, which marks t!r1e boundary of physical caus
ation. and limits the researches of philosophy. Rt
“ S‘unpose, for example, he proposes, as an objcctﬁ o 1:3“"11‘51 il
cover the state of Egypt in respect to gqvemn_}:mt, _ucx‘guagé g o s
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to this fact as an effect, and then consider tha 1:'nf i th;c&ds,
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various acts of preparation, in \\-Iuc.‘i}.n:;'m_v workmen are employed,
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m?r}l:amﬁflggﬁg; l?f}?ﬁ?}&& 23:;505 an improved state of agriculture, and
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e %n:: ﬁt I l%unr- it, standing on the ground. That he is {n\z “'ltJOdS' ‘th Ry !
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hort tail, 1 discovered by the mark it made in tho, ¢

'*:I"\S f.':'s:g’l{i[:‘ 1is master was taking down the Venison.
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processes before it becomes malleable. The latter, also, must underge
much preparation before it can go into the hands of the carpenter ; and the
loom itself is a complex machine, supposing great skill and progress of tha
mechanical arts in Egypt at the time of Moses.

The weaving of fine linen, too, supposes that artists, by imitation and ex
ample, have atquired skill and dexterity in that art; and such perfection
cannot be expected in any country, till a division of labor— the greatest
instrument of improvement in all the arts —be in some degree established

The skilful weaver must. be wholly occupied in making fine linen; and,
therefore, there must exist many other artists employed in providing food,
clothes, and lodging, — the necessaries and conveniences of life.

Before the arts could have made such progressin any country, men must
have acquired much knowledge of facts and events, by observation and ex
perience ; and have laid the foundation of general knowledge, by speculat
Ing on means of improving the arts; on removing the obstacles which
§erard their progress, and in opening up prospects of higher degrees of per
ection.

Farther, without taking up time to follow the natural and connected pro
gress of the arts from their rude to their more perfect state,—I conclude
this process of investigation with observing, that there can be little progress
either in art or science in any country, without the existence of a supreme,

controlling power, in some or other of its forms; by which men are com
pelled fo live in peace and tranquillity, and the different orders of society
are prevented from encroaching on each other, by every individual being
kept in his proper station. No arts or division of labor,—no fine linen or
fine workmanship of any kind, can be found in those nations which live in
continual warfare, either among themselves, or with their neighbors. Thus,
by such a eontinued chain of regnlar and progressive deductions, praceed-
ing from the datwm with which it began, and without information from any
other quarter, we have sufficient reason to believe, that, at the time of
Moses, Egypt was a great and populous country ; that the arts and sciences

had made considerable progress, and that government and laws were estab
lished.

Subjects for illustration.

‘What may be learned of the state of Greece, and: of the character of
that nation at the time when Homer wrote the Iliad, without drawing in-
formation from any other source than from the Iliad itself ?

What'was the state of the Highlands of Scotland, as indicated by the

poems of Ossian ?  Are there any marks in these poems of a later origin
than that generally assigned to them ?

What were the causes which produced an absolute government at Rome
under Augnstus ?

‘What oceasioned the conspiracy of Catiline ?
Is the character of Hannibal, in Livy, supported by the narrative he haa
given of his transactions ?
‘What were the gronnds upon which the Trojans trusted to Simon's
account of the wooden horse ?
‘What are the difficulties which occur in forming a standard of taste ?
In what sense is poetry called an imitative art?
‘What are the proofs by which Horne Tooke confirms his theory of the
ongin of prepositions and conjunctions in the English language ?
‘What are the standards by which we judge of the perfection of one lan
guage above another ?
‘What are the causes which render it difficult for the student to acquire
habit of attention ?
‘What was the origin of the present pelitical pariies in the United States 1
19*
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LXXIIL
ON THE TREATMENT OF A SUBJECT

The first and leading object of attention in every compo-
gition is, to determine the Precise point of inquiry,— tile
proposition which is to be laid down and .supportgd, ot tiw
subject which is to be explained or described. Unless the
writer has steadily before him some fixed purpose which he
would obtain, or some point which he would reach, he wﬂlY be
Jiable to go astray, — to lose himself and his readers. It 18
not until he has determined on the definite object that he pro-
poses to accomplish, that he can know what views to present,
and how to dwell on the different topics he may discuss.

T.ct us suppose, in illustrating the views now to be pi‘csen.t_cd, 1‘1_mt ihri
thoughts'of the writer have been 'curuedT w\mrs‘.s -i_hc mfmliegt;t.aons Od
wisdom, goodness, and poiver, 11 the works of creation around him, an

he wishes his readers to be mindful of these things. By asking himself-
the three following questions with regard to the tram of thought m hlsi
mind, his ideas will immediately assume some definite form, and he wil

be enabled to present them in a lucid and systematic manmer.
1st. What is the fact ?
2d. Whyisitso? ;
3d. What consequences result from it? Pl e
And with regard to the first point of inquiry, namely, ‘What is m‘e
fact 2’ in reply it may be said, — that, n the material world, thewi‘ g\llc
numerons indications of infinite wisdom and benevolence, and of Al-
chty power.
lmih‘t"\‘.?k?: ics it s0?® or, How is the cxistence.of these works to be ac
counted for? What is the cause? Towhich it may be replied, that God
o Laa[is;s}:l?: What consequences result from it ’!: To this the answer
may be given, that — Men should live mindful of Uc_{_l. o T
By embodying the results of these inquirics, he will o stain t;e_ o o;lv
inc conclusion or point atwhich he aimed, namely, — Men w ho ive in i€
midst of objects which show forth the perfections of the great Creator
5 ive mindful of him.
Lh%tﬂg 'f;:,? l?;cessnrv, that the proposition to be supported should alwaye
be thus formally stated, thongh this is usually done in Wrifings of 50 8T
gumentative nature. Sometimes it' is elegantly implied, or left to be in
ferred from the introductory remarxs. :
fclif‘ils ;G:';mmoﬂ impression with young writers, that the :wgier ‘the: ﬁcll;i
of inquiry on which they enter, the more abundant and obvious \\;Li ¢
the thouehts which will offer themselves for their use. Hence, by se-
lecting some general subject, they hope to secure €OpIOUSNCSS 'of mmtTr‘
and thus to find an easier task. Experience, however, shows that the
revarse is trne, — that, as the field of inguiry is narrowed, questions Arise
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moie exciting to the mind, and thoughts are suggested of greater value
and interest to the readers. Suppose, as an illustration, that & writer
proposes to himself to write an essay on ‘Literature’ Amidst the nu
merous topics which might be treated upon under this term, no wiity
could be preserved. The thoughts advanced would be common-place and
uninteresting, But let some distinet inquiry be proposed, or some asser
tion be made and supported, and there will be an influx of interesting
thoughts presented in a distinet and connected manner.

Instead, therefore, of the general subject * Literature, let us suppose a
particular sabject, namely, a ‘ Defence of literary studies in men ot busi-
ness ' is proposed. It will be seen by the following model how spontane-
ously, as it were, ideas will present themselves, with what ease thew
can be arranged with the strictest regard to u

A DEYENCE OF LITERARY STUDIES IN MEN OF BUSINESS.

Among the cautions which prudence and worldly wisdom inculcate on
tlie young, or at least among those sober truths which experience often pre
tends to have acquired, is that danger, which is said to result from the pur
suit of letters and of science, in men destined for the labors of business, for
the active exertions of professional life. The abstraction of learning, the
speculations of science, and the visionary excursions of faney are fatal, it is
gaid, to the steady pursuit of common objects, to the habits of plodding in
dustry, which ordinary business demands. The fineness of mind which is
created or increased by the study of letters, or the admiration of the arts, is
supposed to incapacitate a man for the drudgery by which professional
eminence is gained; as a nicely tempered edge, applied to a coarse and
rugged material, is upable to perform whaf a more cémmon instrument
would have suecessfully achieved. A young man, destined for law or com
merce, is advised to look only into his folio of precedents, or his method of
nook-keeping ; and dulness is pointed to his homage, as that benevolen
goddess, under whose protection the honors of station and the blessings of
opulence are to be obtained ; while learning and genius gre proscribed, as
leading their votaries to barren indigenee and merited neglect.

In doubting the truth of these assertions, I think J shall not entertain any
hurtful degree of skepticism, because the general eurrent of opinior
of late years, to have set too strongly in the contrary direction, and one
may endeavor to prop the falling cause of literature, without being accused
of blameable or dangerous partiality.

In the examples which memory and experience produce of idleness, of
dissipation, and of poverty, brought on by mdulgence of literary or poetical
enthusiasm, the evidence must necessarily be on one side of the question
only. Of the few whom learning or genius has led astray, the ill success
or the ruin is marked by the celebrity of the sufferer. Of the many who
have been as dull as they were profligate, and as ignorant as they were
poor, the fate is unknown, from the insignificance of those by whom it was
endured. If we may reason e priori on the m . the chance, I think,
should be on the side of literature. In young minds of any vivacity, thers
15 & natural aversion to the dmd , which is seldom overcome,
tll tha effervesce youth is aliayed by the progress of time and habit,
or till that very warmth is enlisted on the side of their profession, by the
opening prospects of ion or emolument.. From this tyranny, 2s youth
conaceives it, of attent of labor, relief is commonly songht {rom some
faverite avocation or eme¢ nf for which 4 young man either finds or
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steals a portion of his time, eitherpat_iently.plods thro1agl_1 }:u%> fis&’;rri elig;_g;
tation of its approach, or anticipates its Em;wnl by deiset{c}l?ﬁ e
the lezal period for amusement is arrived. 1t may ] airly 2 0(}"{!}.10 el
whether the most innocent of these amusements is either so )_nf ahls a0
ofe as the avocation of learning or of science. Of minds u#n ormed Awer
Sd:)cz " whom youthful spirits agitate, but fancy and feeling have 110T powill
tg; imnel, the ammsement will generally be Dboisterous H eﬁemfn;;ént 2
either di;sipate their attention, or weuk(ip Slent‘tfm-;:e.l - h;?tﬁ;:% ?-iaiqu.:;
'3 vacant hours is often too little attended y those rigid ms
s S : f the periods destined for
1S, W ulous observance ol pe
ters, who exact the most scrup D itr s veryioalcniabliioss s bristhe
5 avery calculable loss ;
I ess. Thewaste of time is, undoubtedly, y calc but
E:f}?eef)i the depravation of mind is & lnssfc} a mnch hl‘gherr dﬁ,ﬁmgﬁi‘“ﬂﬁ;
2 1y, ¢ siast of fancy, may incu st
[he votary of study, or the f:nthu By e
the latter will besuffered chiefly by him whose ig ¢ &
inati(;n has left him to the grossness of m‘e{e'?eu—sﬁdf?gﬁgeﬁ e
In this, as in other respects, the love of letiers sefriengly 4o G L
ners and virtnous cofiduct, which, in e]\'my profess m}n,c i; 1:cﬂec:(,§ons i
] 8 i ; adopting the common-pia ; gains
to respect. Without adopting 1 B 3
?3&113 purticﬁﬂar departments, it must l?e aillu'“‘letd’ 151:15211% 1;1:53 11‘::5:1\1'?{1 }));?rs.;
; i in profession: right, which is not always
<s. there is a certain professional rule of right, : S
gﬁ?e-, and, though meant to be sg:lhsh, \:'eryt i'fﬁdo'md ;z;ogﬁ;fﬂ ‘3;;\1‘_!1;1;\:‘11‘18;
ati ally cor this opening the min t
ation generally corrects this, Dy : ; .
:;?lig‘t‘giton to the feelings of delicacy, the sense af_h{.\nor, and a contempt ot
y ; ; y i f those principles.
realth, when earned by a desertion of prinei] i onp e
X e’I‘ch: the improvement of our faculties as well as of tmr‘pmnc;p.? '{t.‘hg 1{3{ 44
letters appears to be favorable. Letters require certain s?l L“ . [‘—'p ;\'onhi
thoug-h of a kind, perhaps, very different from that }vhwi 1 ‘:k.,fl}e,; e
recommend. Granting that they are unprofitable in 11?1‘1!:—[; h\ 8, e O
word is nsed in the 1anguage of the world, yet, as dgve}ng:ns nfepa‘s =
1t an i v may be an amusement of some use, a8 thos
thought and reflection, they may i it il
i i i s ¢ to familiarize th
+a of children, in which numbers are use I 1 ]
z]fgr%(smots of arithmetic. They give room for the exercise Of, ; l_h;ﬁlt i{:“i%)eli?m
ment, that comparison of objects. that distinction of causes, W tx;lé: m(:rch‘mt-
crease the skill of the physician, to ghime e sp ?lj-‘}?tﬁzr}}s: Sémle profe=sinn;
] -cuments of the lawyer; and, though s ssions
el e e ind i is scarcely any branch
rery s of the mind, yet there 1s scarcely ang
employ but very few faculties ind, yet thes O e s oty
i in whi ‘ho can think will not excel hi onls
of business in which & man w : B
i cordi find, in many departments WI g
labor. We shall accordingly find, ot 10
i qst necessary, that thos !
ation seemed of all gualities the leas W
gl;s?adl it, in a degree above their fellovi-tsﬂhavc found, from that very circum
ance. the road to eminence and wealth. i et
st.%mgt T must often repeat, that wealth does HOI:E ns;‘lcesm}?t!yd :glﬂffﬁfwt}i]e;\r?ptla
ignity ; ich it may be thought amation
<s, nor confer dignity ; a truth whic y be 5s
lijneain’t on, but which the present fime seems particularly to require being
to}'?iw love of letters is connected with an irlepcm}enge an:le dﬁﬁ:‘iyagf
mind, which is a great preservative against that ﬁaia-.rv_ﬂe] gfnu?e? oy P
4 < P : assica ot - J
il v i 3 here is a certain classic % ’
ect men pay to fortune ; zmd3 t i e R
jety of Socr ato, Cicero and Atticus, looks :
society of Socrates and Plato, Cic ks d g
E}’cﬁegt disdain on the wealth-blown msecl:sﬂ of modern times, neither en
ightened NOW. irtue.
shtened by knowledge, nor ennobled by virtue. : . ;
115}1‘;:9;}1% possession, iT:!Dflécd, of what he hn; a:éa;n_ed% 1:_1 that f\?;:eml]ii lﬁ;g:d
. his i f which his fatigues were lig
ent from his labors, with the hopes o fatigues we i -
If?ml his cares were smoothed, the mere man of busl.)lne{)as_flcq;‘%?lt;_\ngiitt E
goes suffering, instead of finding gmr:ﬁ'm_ent. Tobu; erlilgfwﬂ.omnplithrn i
but to know how idle is a verys ac :
an easy art; but to know how to be idle 1 3 - &
This difficulty is mueh increased with persons to whzolm _‘{hoe ]gﬂqgo?fs&cp
ployment has made some active exertion necessary; W ‘1_H b 5
sontented in the torpor of indolence, or amuse themselves with those hig
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trifies in which he, who inherited idleness- as he did forlune, from his an
cestors, has been accustomed fo find amusement. The miseries and mis
sortunes of the ‘ retired pleasures’ of men of business, have been frequently
maitter of speculation to the moralist, and of ridicule to the wit. But he
who has mixed general knowledge with professional skill, and literary
amusements with professional Iabor, will have some stock wherewith to
support him in idleness, some spring for his mind when unbent from busi
ness, some employment for those hours, which retirement and solitude has
left vacant and unoceupied. Independence in the use of one’s time is not
ths least valuable species of freedom. This liberty the man of letters en-
0ys, while the ignorant and the illiterate often relire from the thraldom of
usiness, only to become the slaves of languor, intemperance, or vice. But
tne situation in which the advantages of that endowment of mind, which
letters bestow, are chiefly conspicuous, is old age, when a man’s society is
necessarily circumseribed, and his powers of active enjoyment are unavoid-
ably diminished. Unfit for the bustle of affairs, and the amusements of his
youth, an old man, if he has no source of mental exertion or employment,
often settles into the gloom of melancholy and peevishness, or petrifies his
feelings by habitual intoxication. From an old man, whose gratifications
were solely derived from those sensual appetites which time has blunted, or
from those trivial amusements which youth only can share, age has cut off
almost every sourge of enjoyment. But to him who has stored his mind with
the information, and ean still employ it in the amusement of lette rs, this
blank of life is admirably filled up. He acts, he thinks, and he feels with
that literary world, whose society he can at all times enjoy. There is, per
haps, no state more capable of comfort to ourselves, or more attractive o®
veneration from others, than that which such an old age affords; it iz then
the twilight of the passions, when they are mitigated, hut not extinguished,
and spread their gentle infliuence over the evening of our day, in alliance
with reason and in amity with virtue. -

.

REMARKS AND ANALYSIS.

In examining the preceding example of arcumentative writing, the
principal object of attention will be, the plan or management of the subject.

The introduction consists of an indirect statement of the question to
be agitated. We are told how those have thought and reasoned, whose
opinions are opposed fo the opinions of the writer. This statement is dis-
tinctly, and fairly, and skilfully made. Our literary taste is gratified by
the illustrations and ornaments of language which are found. Qur curi-
osity is roused, and we are ready to enter with interest on the proposed
investigation. It should be noticed, that there is no formal statement of
the proposition which is to be supported, but that it is clearly and happily
implied in the introductory paragraphs.

After the introduetion, follows the refutation of an objection. That this
15 the proper place for considering the objection stated, is evident, since,
had it been unnoticed, or its refutation deferred to the close of the essay, the
minds of readers might have been prevented by its influence from giving
due weight to the argnments adduced. There are two modes of refuting
objections ; one, by denying the premises from which a conclusion is
drawn,—the other, by showing that the conclusion does not truly follow
from the premises, The objection here considered is, that facts establish
the opposite of the opinion advanced by the writer; of course, the opinion
can have no good foundation. To refute the objection, the premise is
denied. Facts ar2 ctherwise, says the writer, and a satisfactory reason is
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i i f facts on the case
i i i jon as to the bearing o t
=< thy a different impression # t . e s ot
seicos }‘h} & :‘. - assioned this reason, the writer lea s i pfmd
has prevailed. Hm_mai .ts(;;_e i by the obsci)\lunon :
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Thers is atso found an illustration; which is of an analogical kind. Ttig
where the writer refers to the sports of children, which familiarize them
with the elements of arithmetic. This argument from analogy may be
regarded as an appeal to the common sensa of the readers. The remain-
Ing argument rests in like manner on appeals to experience, observation,
tommon sense, and consciousness, and it is no necessary to analyzethem

The student, in the analysis which has been made, has had an opportunity
of seeing some of the g tions and reasonings are

rounds on which asser
founded.

LXXIII.
GENERALIZATION OF A SUBJECT.

Generalization is the act of extending from particulars ¢
generals, or the act of making general.

In the treatment of all subjects there is a tendency in
young writers to dwell too much on isolated particulars, with-
out reference to their general application. The ohject of all
investigations, whether literary, physical, or intellectual, and
the purport of all inquiries, should be, the establishment of
general principles;
their elucidation, a

their discovery, must be reckoned among the most valuable
of all literary labors. Hence, the cfforts of the student should
be directed towards the attainment of so valuable an end, and
in the training of his mind, on the part of the teacher, there
should always be a distinct reference to this consideration,
In the stuay, therefore, which the writer should alw
employ in his preparation for his work, it should be his aim
to discover some general principle, with which his subject is
directly or remotely connected, and endeavor to follow out
that principle in all its consequences,—to show how his
subject affects, or is affected, by this general principle, and
how that principle influences the interest of learning and
science, or contributes to the well-bein

¢ of society, and the
moral, physical, and intellectual condition of the world. Let
us suppose, for instance, that the teacher has assigned to a
class in composition, Truth, as the subject of a theme. The

and every thought, which may tend to
nd every idea which may contribute to

ays
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young writer, who is too much in haste to ~hmihi hlﬁn?sfci
would, perhaps, commence his exercise with ;ome‘ 1a(',d - gb]e
observations on its importance, and dw{?ll }n‘th conside
prolixity on its influence on a particular Hldlvldt.lal.. - S
Individual instances, it is true, may have their in _uellcef :
establishing the importance, or illustrating the eﬁ‘ucfiroerﬁ
general principle ; but to confine an exercise up(ml a ?(,',. ‘;rs
subiect to individual instances, 13 to present but .1131 row ;uel
of its importance. S0 far as the example mtrogluced‘ into t! 1::
exercise of the student may serve to show the 1mpor tm;)cetolt
a general principle, that example may 'be 'v:-:.}luabllg, ; b1EL
should by no means form the body of his work. It m y 5
introduced into the exercise, as an illustration, 011 5'1.31;1 su I;
sidiary portion of his labor, but it s%mul_d not Iﬂa_e d 2 e }lﬁ)oh‘
to the exclusion of the principle which it 1s designe tol i ulb
trate. Thus, in the subject to which reference _11;1;.1)221‘(321.(11?
been made, namely, “Truth,” the well-known story ot LLI‘:lu_L ]1
may incidentally be meaiioned, to show the fllgnlt.j’rh"glx}c
attends the strictest obscrvance of veracity; but, an exm “mon
of the effects on society in general of the presence 01'fab:er.1:c.c
of the subject itself, would be a more useful a_ml, of course,
o more valuable mode of considering ‘:he subject, t%mn] zml;i
attempts to show its importance in 11191\:1(]331 cases. - t shoul
be the constant endeavor of the lzacnez 10 lf‘:.fs. the bt_udent to
the consideration of causes and effects, their operations rmd
their tendencies, and, by the method of reasoning fl'cl)m‘ 1-3%111
ticulars to generals, to show how general I_,ruﬂm are mteﬁ;lui)(
from particular instances, arid general pr‘m(:}p!esla.re‘ est aﬂ -
lished by the consideration of the effects of particular causes.
The student who is thus led to perceive the gen‘eral bearings
of a subject, will not take partial viev 's,-—‘he will go oTr% into
the world, —on board ship,—-mto_ﬁtctor_ies and oth'ei _arg:e
establishments, and view the operations 'ot general principles;
will have the sphere of intellectual vision enlarged, and in-
sensibly acquire a comprehensiveness of mental percephon,
which will release him from the shackles of a narrow educa-
tion, and enable him to take in, as it were at a glance, thei
grand theatre of the moral world, with all the stupendous
machinery by which the changes in ifs scenery are effected.
As an exercise in generalization, the student may fill out
some one or more of the following models from the outline
presented.
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Erample.

t. Time. Definition of; its divisions; mode of marking them; mode
of ascerfaining; meridian; the sun; parallel between time -and .space,
finite and infinite.

2, The Feudal System. Iis nature and origin, including a clear defi-
nition of the meaning of the term ; the countries where it existed; the
relations which it cansed among the inhabitants of a feudal country; its
eifects upon the morals and the happiness of the respective nations where
it existed ; the virtues and vices which it enconraged and engendered, and
a copsideration of the causes of its gradual overthrow.

4. The Grecian Lawgivers, Draco, Solon, and Lycargus. The differ
ent character of their respective laws; the effect which they produced on
the people. their duration, and the probable cause of their alteration and
abrogation the consequences which they produced ; and their compara
tive effects on the morals and happiness of the people.

4. The Crusades. Whatwere they? their object; the manner in which
they originated ; the superstitions to which they gave rise; their effect on
the religion, manners, and morals of the age; the vices and profligacy
which they engendered; their influence on the moral condition of the
world, and the balance of power in Europe; the sacrifices of blood and
treasure which they occasioned ; the benefits which they have produced.

5. Chivalry. What was it? give a clear definition or description of it;
how it arose ; the manner in which candidates were admitted to its orders;
the most eminent of its orders; the effects of the institution on the morals
and prevalent habits of the age; its particular effect on the female character;
the virtues and vices which it would naturally engender or encourage ; and
the good or bad consequence of its universal prevalence at the present day.

6. The ancient Sects of Philosophy. Describe the various sects; their
doctrines; the manner in which they were taught; the character of the
respective founders ; their influence; the remarkable individuals who have
embraced the principles of the respective sects; and the effect of their
writines and example on mankind, &e. .

7. The Public Games of Greece. Their origin; the nature of these
games, or in what they consisted; the places where they were celebrated,
the rewards bestowed upon the victors; the estimation in which these
honors were held; the effects of these games upon the victors, and upon
the nation to which they belonged, by encouraging athletic exercises and
spirit of emulation; did the encouragement of physical exertion influence
literary or intellectnal effort for the better or the worse ? the probable effects
of the institution of similar games at the present day.

8. The Greeian Oracles. What they were ; where sitnated ; by whom.
and on what oceasions, were they consulted ; the superstitions which they
encouraged ; their probable nature; their effeets npon the religious char-
scter of the people; their duration; probable cause of their falling inta
disuse; the wisdom of Providence in concealing from mankind the
knowledge of future events; fatalism. '

The following subjects are suggested for the unaided efforis of the stucdents
9. The Reformation. ey
1C. The Invention of the Art of Printing.
11. The Invention of the Mariner's Compass.

12. The Telescope.
20




