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InT are three restorations, one joint coming in the middle of the second glyph

and one in the middle of the third. The other comes in the eighth glyph, this being

the extreme right-end glyph on a step. The number expressed in glyphs 7 and 8 is
6.18.18.

In J there is one restoration in the fourth glyph, and in K there is one in the
second glyph. J 44 is 6 Cimi,and K 1 is ? Chicchan, in all probability, as has already
been intimated. It is quite likely that there was an'initial series made up of glyphs of
the same character as thosein K 1, 2, 8, 4, 5, and it is not unlikely that O 6 is the Tun
glyph belonging to this series, and O 7, of which only a fragment remains, the Uinal
glyph. K1 would be the day glyph, and the month glyph would come after a series of
supplementary glyphs.

In R can be seen the beginnings of four initial dates.

On Plate XIII are additional fragments of the inscription. The fragment P
seems to be a part of an initial date, and to read, 9th Cycle, 14th Katun, N is another
fragment, possibly of the same initial date, although the block in N is somewhat thicker
than that in P, and has a border along the bottom, which is wanting in the other frag-
ment. As all of the steps found in position have this border at the bottom, it is con-
ceivable that in fragments where it is absent it had been supplied by a thin slal of
stone placed beneath, and this would make the fragment in P the same thickness as
that in N. Since the plates were made I have discovered that the fragment shown on
Plate XII, D, last fragment, should follow N on Plate XIII, giving the Kin sign, as
sh.owu in the drawing, Fig. 25, and the sequence reads: ? Tuns, 16 Ulinals, anzi 5
Kins. If the fragment P belongs to the same sequence, we would have

9L .16 . 5

The ‘fragment D has a number as follows : ? Kins, ? Uinals, 15 Tuns, and 1 Katun.
Ilrl the t‘hn'd glyph _is seen the symbol which Forstemann and others have called the
Venus sign. Here it is enclosed in a cartouche and is accompanied by the number 7
It has the characteristics of a day sign, although the support underneath differs from.
that commonly associated with the day signs. It is probably 7 Lamat. Compare the

head which precedes it with the heads preceding day signs on Plates V and VI, alread
pointed out. : .

*

II} J is seen the date 8 Oc or Chicchan 3? There is little doubt the day is Oc and
not Chicchan. Tt should be mentioned that some of the fragments on
shown on a somewhat smaller scale than others,

On the fragment Q appears ? Ahau 18 Tzec,

: 'Itlell readily be seen, by the foregoing inspection of the olyphs, that thi
1115(.:1'1pt10n (?ontaius considerable chronological matter of some SOI‘tDéIilbl‘;,cinﬂ‘ 1 .
periods of time ; how many years we are not able to say because m’allv of thecdotng
are‘lhost. Leaving aside all dates except those in that part of the stairwa t‘l? n
position, the 1«“:)\\'6'1‘ part, which according to our estimates is not more than fms 1-' lil
of the.whole inscription, there occur four initial dates in progressive C;l‘ ‘13‘5’1_-“11
0}'(]&1‘, Jjust as da*Ees would occur in an historical record. Accorginﬂv to thcli?:zo ‘05-?“:;3
E);ozg seitad%wn 11;1 52159&3 fgges the second of.these dates differs t1’1‘0m the ;ij;ebf;
i 1z .0 = 11,020 = 48 year 15 ] 5 .
third date differs from the ’ﬁrsts l?? d;]déajv.ss (atiuiw'])l;%gf D_d'?is‘althztﬁ 31194 dThe
A : 27104 = years ays.

The third and last of these dates differs fr ;
= 987 years and 44 days. S iefniy 90 10 2.9 342,049
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Whether or not the initial dates in the preceding portions of the inscription led
up in regular chronological order to the first of these (Date I), it seems impossible at
present to determine with anything like assurance.

If by any chance this should prove to be the case, it is not inconceivable that the
retrospect may have extended to an era as remote as that apparently denoted by Date
VI in any one of the three earlier of the five readings given on page 32,an era which,
however imaginary in its scenewy, is well within the bounds contemplated by the
time count and in every way consistent with the scope of the calendar in use among

the Mayas. :
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How near the beginning of the inseription Date VI was, it is not possible to say,
but the great quantity of sculptures found underneath the landslip would seem to
indicate that the part of the inscription where it occurs was well up towards the top of
the stairway. The reasons have already been given for believing the date which pre-
sumably followed the “ beginning glyph,” on Plate XII, E 4 (Date V) to have preceded
Date VI in position.

Each of the long inscriptions at Copan, and elsewhere, whether on stela, altar,
temple walls, or steps, begins with an initial date which is regarded as the date on
which the corresponding monument was erected or dedicated. It is impossible to tell
whether the inscription on the Hieroglyphic Stairway began in the same way or not,
but according to the same theory it may be inferred that the concluding date is the
one that refers to the stairway itself, the date on which some ceremony connected with
its completion or possibly the inauguration of the work was performed.

This makes the stairway, with one probable exception, the latest monumental
work at Copan, which is not surprising, for the elaborate architecture, the evolution
of the ornament, the finish of the sculpture, and the highly artistic quality of the glyphs,
all seem to argue an advanced state of development. It may be a matter for some
surprise that it should be separated from all the other monuments with known dates
by so great a period of years. The next latest date is that on Stela N, which reads
54.9.16.10.0.0, and is therefore T30 years earlier than Date IV, or, to be exact,
966,329 days. The probable exception referred to is Stela C, Copan, which has on
the south side an inscription having a date which would seem to be not far removed
from Date IV, and it is not unlikely that when the dates on Stela C are understood,
this monument will be found to belong to the same period as the Hieroglyphic Stair-
way. The two monuments have certain technical affinities in the carving, as though
they might have been the work of the same master.

Next to Stela N the latest date is that on Stela M, whichis 54.9.16.8. 0.0, mak-
ing the stela about 5 years older than Stela N. From its association with the stair-
way, one would be led to suppose that ‘this stela belonged to the same period, but it
ap};ears otherwise. It would seem to have stood in front of the older edifice, that served
at last as a foundation for the Hieroglyphic Stairway with its temple, for centuries

before the latter was built. ;
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The centre of the stairway was located with special reference to the position of
Stela M, but this may have been for architectural effect entirely, or with this end
in view, Stela M may have been moved at the time the stairway was built. Anyway,
it is not necessary to suppose that the erection of the one had anything to do with that
of the other. What we must suppose is that a long period of comparative inactivity
clapsed between the setting up of Stele M and N on the one hand, and the erection of
the Stairway and (presumably) Stela C on the other hand.

Fic. 26.—INscripTioN oN A SmMALL SToSE PILLAR FROM Copax.
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Base or pedestal, of stelz, at Copan, 35

Bead, crystal, Labna, 82

Beads, bone, Labna, 82
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