696 _ MEXICO IN 1827.

the Circassians of Mexico, and most of the families
are affluent, above a million of dollars being an-
nually employed in the Misteca in the purchase of
cochineal. Besides these attractions, Oaxaca pos-
sesses the famous cypress tree of Santa Maria de
Tule, (a village three leagues East of the Capital
of the provinee,) and the palace of Mitla. The first
is ninety-three English feet and a half in circum-
ference, yet does not show the slightest symptoms
of decay ; and the second may be regarded as the
most curious monument of antiquity now remain-
ing in the New World. I can add nothing respect-
ing Mitla to the details given by Humboldt in the
second volume of his work upon Mexico, and the
engravings published in his American Atlas, except
the dimensions of the stones which cover the en-
trances to the principal hall. ~ According to ‘Mr.
Glennie’s measurements, (to whom I am likewise
indebted for the dimensions of the cypress of Tule,)
the three largest: of these stones are :—
~ -Length. Breadth. * Thickness.

1—19 ft. 6in. "4 ft. 10in. 3 ft. 4 in.

2.—18 8 4 10 $10i6

3.—19 . 7 4 '10% 3.0
They are all seven feet from  the ground, and the
ends of each rest upon slabs measuring  eight feet

six inches, by six feet nine inches, and four' inches
thick.

Yiicitan and Tibascs are two of the poorest
States in the Federation. The first comprises an
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area of 3,823 square leagues; on parts of which,
maize, frijoles, cotton, rice, tobacco, pepper, and the
Sugar-cane, are grown, with die-wood, hides, soap,
and other articles. But the scarcity -of water in
the central parts of the Peninsula, where not a
stream of any kind is known to exist, and the
uncertainty of the rainy season, render the crops
very variable ; and years frequently occur, in which
the poorer classes are driven to seek a subsistence
by collecting roots in the woods, when a great mor-
tality. ensues in consequence of their exposure to a
very deleterious climate.

The population is estimated at one hundred and
thirty souls for each square league, or 496,990 in
all. " The territory is divided into fifteen depart-
ments, Bécdlar, Cdmpeché, Ichmil, Izimal, Isla
del Carmen, Jequelchakan, Jiintiemd, Lerma, Mami,
Meridd, Oxhuzkdb, Seybd Playd, Sotutd, Tizimin,
and Valladolid. = Merida is the capital.

Yiicdtan contains no mines. An active inter-
course was formerly carried on with-the Havanna,
which Ytcitan supplied with Campeche wood, salt,
hides, deer skins, salted meat, and the Jén€queén,
a plant from which a sort of coarse thread (pita)
was made, and worked up into sacking, cordage, and
hammocks. - This trade was cut short -by the war;
and as few foreigners have been induced to settle in
Yiicatan, the - inhabitants have  derived but little
advantage from the late change of institutions. The
receipts of the State, in 1826, amounted to 213,127
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dollars. The expenditure was 207,199; so that a
small surplus revenue remained.*

Tédbasco is divided into three departments, and
nine * Partidos,”—Villihérmdsa, Usiimicints, Nici-
jucd, Tépa, Tdcotalpd, Jdlapd, Mactispana, Can-
diiacan, and Jalpa,—containing in all forty-eight
Pueblos, sixty-three churches, five hundred and forty-
three Haciendas, and 54,862 inhabitants. During
the rainy season, a large proportion of the territory
of the State is under water, and the communication
between the villages effected by canoces. This cir-
cumstance is particularly favourable to the growth
of cacao, which is supposed to have been an indi-
genous plant. It is now cultivated to a consider-
able extent, twelve thousand cargas, (each of 60lbs.)
having been exported in the year 1825. With the
cacao coffee is likewise grown, but the exportation
has never exceeded three thousand quintals. Ta-
bascan pepper, (Pimienta Malagueta ollainada,) is
found in great abundance on the banks of the rivers.
Indigo and vamilla grow wild, though very little
attention has been hitherto paid to them; and the
cultivation of tobacco, which seems to be the spon-
taneous produce of the soil, has been prohibited by
the decree of the 9th of February, 1824, by which
the privilege of raising this plant was reserved to
the districts of Orizava and Cordova, in order to
facilitate the organization of the tobacco revenue.

* Memorias de Estadistica remitidas por El Govo de Yuca-
tan a la Camara de Senadores, 1826.
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The receipts of Tabasco in 1825, were 40,134
dollars, and the expenditure 29,879; but the esti-
mate for 1827, including the Contingent, the esta-
blishment of a printing-press, and schools, amounted
to 49,415 dollars, which it was hoped that the reve-
nue might be made to cover.*

* Vide Estadistica remitida, &c., dated Villa Hermosa, 19th
June, 1826.




