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certain provisions be included, which were in force
in that Conference.

[ am informed, that there are other propositions
more or less similar. If we should accept the pro-
cedure proposed by the Delegation from Argentina,
and should refer our respective suggestions to that
Cominittee, it could perhaps save us much work, by
consulting the several opinions, many of which, with-
out doubt, are to the same effect. In ten ortwelvemin-
utes all the amendments could be voted.

For this reason, I would ask the honorable mem-
bers of this Assembly, that they give their approval
to the suggestion made by the Delegate from Argen-
tine,

//a"‘\\' /3‘.' [ f‘, ey I/.'", /){?J"( 2, /-)('1/::f"57/r'_/.3."H(‘ .P/r'l-—
ico.—The Mexican Delegation regrets that it can-
not accept the suggestions of the Delegates from
the Argentine ul‘u.:lm and Chili, because it under-
stands, that the Committee which the Chair will
appoint, with the consent of the Conference, is in-
tended to organize Li!:;.w_\sl\';".wi‘u»':imll‘m-sin which
sald Conference will be divided for the consideration
of the different subjects; to establish the rules to

which they will be subject, and all other details of
said committees; but the Mexican Delegation be-
intended to dele-

]m‘:[_\' for discuss-

lieves, that the Conference .I' S 110
gate to such Committee all its aut
‘.ll‘gJ the a\L"iiih;m’.;\,

It is evident, that by entrus - satd Committee
with the considerati f some of the matters in-
cluded in Chapte e would be averted,
because it would considerably facilitate the task of
the Conference. It is the opinion of t
Delegation th *

¢
L
1
|

Mexican
‘ 1 : 1:3

) tained would be
the postponement of the discussion until the Com-
mittee presents its report. The Regulations will by
;11‘1 means, .HIJL‘ 1 “-'.?:r:u" _mu r W:v L-:LEH:{ the project
of the Mexican Delegatios
the Committe

r that which
app! inted | may “HUH].ll
’l‘llt‘.'ria‘]‘.uu *T10i1, whil ml‘“tl S=
cussed, as it has already commc be, that the
remarks to be offered, be duly cons hm‘ i1 11 1€ or-
der they may be made as well as the additions,
amendments or modifications, which the Delegates
may deem proper to sugeest.

For these exican Delegation insists
upon the discussion of the Regulations being con-

I'easolnls, 1111- \

tinued, and states, that ft 1s not inaccord with the sug-
gestions of the Deleoates from Argentina and Chili.

HHis Exceliency Mr. Carbo, Delegate from Ecua-
dor and the Dominican Republic.—'To the Com-
mittee appointed in accordance with the proposition
of His Excellency Mr. Davis, Chairman of the Amer-
ican Delegation, no authority has in fact been given
to cousider all the Regulations; consequently the
remarks of the honorable f')«h_-;;a_tc- Frum Mexico ap-
pear to me justified; but as there

ill be many re-
marks to be made, regardine the I

rulations, I be-
lieve, that according to 'J'L'\',_".H.i‘.lt.'!‘.l.ll'}‘ practice, the
most proper thing to do, would be to submit the Re-
gulations, with the amendments that may be offered
to the consideration of a special committee to be ap-
pointed by the Chair in order to make this debate
easier for us,

His Excellency Mr. -—',-u-",-u-;}r — Mr. President: I
rise in order to fully explain my r request: I do not
desire that a new committee be dplwmtul but that
the scope of that already appointed be extended. We
will not gain anything by engaging in this discus-
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sion. I'he Mexican De legation itself foresees alre ady
difficulties, since it now suggests amendments. The
other delegations will have to present theirs; and
this is what should be avoided, by referring the exa-
mination of this matter to the same Commission,
which will report on the (hfmml committees,

The only thing therefore to be done, is to extend
the scope of the Committee, :\ referrii 1 (lllla.c
III, as well as Chapter II for its consideration.

For this reason. I must 111wN on 1y previous sug-
gestion, asking the pardon of the Mexican ])cirq:-
tion. l

tis Excellency Mr. Pablo Macedo, D legate from
,P.fr'.l'f-r'rJ — Messrs. Delegates : The Mexican De lega.
tion regrets exceedingly that it caunot accept the
‘u[\“’i_‘ll()l\“- of the lJ«[L“ tes, for the reasons 111LL1(1
hL.llt(] by Mr. Pardo. If Chapter I1I should be refer-
ed to a committee, either to the one which
report on the oreanization and
n‘nnll]li‘l\‘c% or toa spect 1al

has to
rules of the different
one, as sugoe sted by .\Il‘
Carbo, the Conference would gm-\u.l;; 1ts work inde-
finitely. No matter what the ort of
tee : ]J]M’lllttl for that purpose will be
to be submitted to the \‘uw rence,
[Hu hll):\ be l’ll!‘mwvlm_ for

the commit-
, 1t will have
and as 1t will
he committee to accept
all the suggestions which the Del legates may make
upon submitting its report it -\1 Il be :
discuss it and the Conferen Il have to pass its
vote ou the remarks made. Apart from ‘

I

liecessary to

his the \n X-
ican Delegation has the most firm |J.111m\ e, tl

est determination not only to accept all the sug-
gcs}aunn which may be made regarding the lst'niL:L‘t
which it has submitted to the Conference in the be-
lief that it complies with its duty, but it is also dis-

posed to accept, even in matt

1

] involving only a
:‘lmmrm of deference, all the observations that may
pe

¢ offered by the Delegations , provided that, in its
judgment, they do not affect questions of principle.

I I)C]u\L. .llltl. if the ((J\lli_lk 1ce should consider
it pertinent, I would make free to offer a
which would at once simplify the proceeding, by
asking each one of the Delegates, to point out the
articles, regarding which they de

suggestion,

sire to make obser-
vations. Ifthey should be lim{tui in number, all the
other articles, which meet wi u] unani ’ll‘lllmllll)}‘c}\‘:ll,
could be adopted, in as much as they were not ob-
jected to, and afterwards, the articles ]n;i 1ted out by
the Delegates might be discussed separately, as the
subjects of a n‘lnccmT debate.

If the Chair should, consider it proper, and the
Conference should approve it, this mode of proceed-
ing will simplify our work, because, after all, Messrs,
Delegates, if we have to examine and afterwards
discuss the report of the committee in detail and
minutely, it is evident, that it will be much better
to discussat once the project which the Mexican Dele-
gation has submitted, and whichisalread y under de-
yate.,

His Excellency, My, Walker Martinez.—Ibelieve,
Mr. President, thdt we shall arrive at an understand-
ing very easily. After the observations of Mr. Mace-
t'l() I do not bgl'r\x that the Committee will require
much time for its \\mk and run the risk of its lasting
indefinitely. I believe, gentlemen, that we mwhl
agree, that the committee should 11.‘11 e its report in
tln next session, but we may also accept the method
suggested by His Excellency Mr. Macedo, that 1s,

Jc]npt those articles, which do not present any objec-
tions.
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It will be an easy matter, then, for each delega-
tion, which has any objections to make, to suggest
at once, on which articles only the discussion is to
be deferred; we give our opinion with regard to the
rest, and as in this manner it will be determined, that
difficulties exist only with regard to two, three, four,
eight or ten articles, these alone will be referred to
the committee, with the special recommendation,
that it report in the next session, and in this manner,
if the committee should not report, we may continue
the debate.

By this method, I judge, we would arrive at an
un(h\rmluadmg‘ CLC\ti!LHi;_; the manifestation of de
ference just now shown by His Excellency Mr. Ma-
cedo.

His Excellency Mr. Gil Fortoul, Delegate from Ve-
nezuela.—The idea advanced by the I)(ltuzttlmn of
Chili and -\1'0'0!1{1'1'1 appear to me to luul to waste
time, instead of gaining it. If Chapter 111 is referred
to the Delegation of Mexico, it will have to listen to
all the observations, which each one of the Delega-
tions may make upon each one of its articles; and if
the chapter is referred to a special committee, this
latter will also have to hear all the observations of
the Delegations, and will have to submit them after-
wards to the Conference. We would thus find our-
selves again in the same position, in which we are
now. In order to avoid these difficulties and to gain
time, which, I believe, is the purpose of the Dele-
gates, I propose, that the discussion of Chapter 111
be (‘(Hltl‘ﬂl(?] article by article, the opportunity will
arrive for each Delegate to present his observations
or to offer z nunmm*um, and the order of these will
be determined by the Chair or by the General Se-
cretary.

I propose, therefore, that the discussion of Chap-
ter 111 be continued by articles.

His Excellency Mr. Lazo Arriaga.—1 second the
motion of the Honorable Dele OthL from Venezuela.

I believe, Mr. President, that although we may
gain time, if we consider this afternoon, only those
articles which do not present any difficulties, still
there is the serious consideration, that if we adopt
articles taken at random from the Regulations, one
from one chapter and another from another, when
the titne comes for making the modifications, it will
be found that they are not in harmony with those
already adopted.

I believe, it would be better to continue the dis-
cussion of the work of the Mexican Delegation, as
the Delegate from Venezuela has suggested, by se-
parate articles. I'he Delegates will then have an
opportunity to submit any modifications they deem
proper for the consideration of all, as they proceed.

Secretary Macedo.— The Chair rules, that the
Conference be consulted, whether the (]15(,1[,‘-:.&1011 1s to
be continued, taking article by article, as Their Ex-
cellencies, Messrs. ( nl Fortoul and Lazo Arriaga have
proposed.—The vote will now be taken.

His Exceliency Mr. Bermejo.— In what state re-
main the suggestion I made a moment ago? What
will be the effect of the vote in this case?

Secretary Macedo.—An affirmative vote will sig-
nify, that the chapter will be immediately discussed,
article by article, and a negative vote, that it will not
be discussed in that maner, without determining
beforehand, in which manuer it will have to be
made.

The following voted in the affirmative: Bolivia,

Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Salvador, United Sta”
tes, (-HJLanh, Huh, Honduras, T\i( xico, Nicara-
gua, Peru, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

In the negative: Argentina, Chili, Dominican Re-
pu})iic Ecuador and Paraguay.—In the affirmative
14; 1n the negative 5.

His Excelle ncy the President.—'T'he discussion of
Chapter III will be continued by separate articles.

Secretary Macedo.—Article g is under discussion.

His Excellency Mr. /a’z'fwfr_'/}f.'—-—-i’rc\'u)nﬁl'\',I desire
to make some observations on this article. The Re-
gulations which have been observed in the Confer-
ence held at Washingtou, did not leave it to the
President of the same to designate the days on which
the Conference was to hold its meetings. The days
and hours, in which sessions were to be held, had
been fixed beforehand, and I believe that this is more
convenient than what is provided in art. 9. of the
Regulations, now under discussion. In preference
to thisarticle, I should have taken that of the Confer-
ence of Washington, which says: «The Conference
will meet in regular session Mondays, Wednesday
and Fridays of each weck, from two to five p. m.,
but this shall not prevent, that other sessions be held
on the days and during the hours especially desig-
nated.»

The fundamental difference consists in this, that
by tbese regulations the dayvs on which session are
to take place, are fixed, and it is not the prerogative
of the Chair to designate them by its own initiative.

His Excellency the President—I would 1 request
that the honorable Delegate from Argentina offer his
proposition in writing,

His Excellency Mr. Bermejo.—This is the pro-
position. T have left the hour in blank, so that the
Conference may fix it.

Secretary Macedo read the proposition,
as follows:

«Art. 9. The sessions of the Conference shall be
held on Monday Wednesday and Friday of each
week ; they shall commence at : and their
duration shall not exceed three hours. Besides, ses-
sions shall be held on the days and at the hours which
the Conference 111:1\' t‘\“pF‘(_‘lﬁ Iy designate.»

His Excellency Mr. Pablo Macedo.—The Mexican
Delegation, in w 01(]1.1};, as it has done, article g of
chapter III, had no intention to give to the Pres-
ident a power, which in any manuner would be in
conflict with the wishes of the Conference, but only
a certain latitude, which is likewise to be found in
the proposition of His Excellency Mr. Bermejo. If
the Conference should be in favor of that proposi-
tion; if such should appear agreeable to the assem-
bly, the Mexican Delegation has no objection, that
certain days should be fixed, either tlitulmlc ones
as the proposition states, or consecutive ones. Um—
sequently the Mexican Delegation does not desire to
prevent that the proposition of His Fxcellency Mr.
Jermejo be taken in consideration. I only call at-
tention to the point relating to the hour, which Mr.
Bermejo has had the kindness to leave blank. T'he
suggestion which His Excellency Mr. Chavero made.
that the sessions should be held in the morning, was
the echo of several indications made by the Dele-
gates. If they should be agreed on this point, it might
be at once included in the proposition of Mr. Ber-
mejo, to designate the hour of ten o'clock of the
morning.

His Excellency Mr. Bermejo.—Ihave noobjection.

which 1s
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Secretary Macedo.—'The Chair requests the Mex-
ican Delegation to ph-;iﬁ‘r state, whether it accepts
the amendment proposed by His Excellency Mr. Ber-
mejo, Delegate from .-\1'w-111i|1'1. and whether it with-
draws the article, or whether it maintains it.

His Excellency Mr. Pablo Macedo.—The Mexican
Delegation accepts the suggestion of the Delegate
from Argentina, and consequently withdraws the res-
pective article.

His Excellency Mr. Bermejo.—It appears to me,
that during the first days, on which only simple and
routine questions will be acted on, there will be no
necessity of holding daily sessions, which can only
have a purpose whenever the Committees have com-
menced to present their reports. In regard to the
hour, that is a matter of indifference to the Dele-
gates.

Secretary Macedo.—Art. g, which is to be voted
on, remains in the following terms:

«The Conference shall hold its sessions on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday of each week, from 10
a. m. to 1 p. m., there being nothing to prevent ses-
sions being held, besides, on the days and at the
hours, which it may especially designate.»

It is asked, whether the article shall be adopted
in the form in which it has been read.

His Excellency Mr. Galavis, Delegate from Ve-
nezuela.—The article as modified, says, that the ses-
sions shall last from 10 a. m. to 1 p. m., so that ap-
parently there exists the obligation that the session
must last during all the period mentioned. I would
propose, that the wording be modified, so as to read,
that the sessions shall not exceed three hours, be-
cause in that manner they will last only the time
which they necessarily require.

His Exeellency Mr. Bermejo.—'That is exactly the
idea; that three hours be the maximum: that is the
llll(]l?l’s‘t:tlll'lllll"' I have of the article.

Secretary Macedo.—In order to satisfy the wish
expressed ])\ His Excellency Mr. Galavis, and for
the reason that the Argentine Delegation cousents
thereto, such being the meaning of its proposition,
the article remains as follows:

«Art. 9. The sessions of the Conference shall be
held on Monday, Wednesday and 111{1&\ of each
week: they shall commence at 10 a. m., and their
duration shall not exceed three ]1mn':-‘.

« Besides, there shall be sessions on the days and
at the hours which the Conference may specially
designate.»

It is asked, whether the article is adopted in these
terms the article 1s adopted.

Secretary Macedo.—Art. 10. of the project being
included in the article just adopted, art. 11. is now
offered for discussion.

His Excellency Mr. Leger, Delegate from Hayli.
—1I desire to know, what is to be considered the ma-
Jority. For instance, if there are ten persons, is the
majority six? I should like to receive some other
explanations, before the article is voted upon.

His Excellency Mr. Chavero.—1 desire to give an
explanation to the Honorable Delegate from ILL\ ti.
In as much as the article says, lhdl in order to hold
a session, the representation of the majority of all
the delegations is necessary, we would uqmu fora
«quorum» at least ten delegations, supposing that
there are nineteen delegations represented in the
Conference. This will be a «quorum,» and naturally,
the voting will be by the majority.
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Secretary Macedo.—As no one desires to speak on
the question, whether the article is
;lt]anmL

His Excellency Mr. Carbo.—1I believe that the ar-
ticle really requires an explanation, because it says;
(he read the article.)

[n order that the Congress may hold a session for
the purpose of f taking action on I‘L"'l'ltllt'lll't['\ bus-
iness it is well to require a majority; but could a
majority of ten, .ulupl 11111:011‘1111 ILNJIHUUH.\ that is
to say, can six delegations of the Conference adopt
a resolution, which will have binding force for the
rest?

Let us suppose, that the Congress holds a session
of ten delegations, and a transcendental resolution
is submitted ; six are a majority, but these six, are
they a majority of the Conference? This is a very
important point. I believe that it should be said: for
a resolution a majority of all the delegations is re-
quired; that is to say, that resolutions must be adopt-
ed by the vote of ten in this manner the article might
be modified in this-form: «the session may commence
its preparatory and reglamentary labors but in or-
der to adopt a resolution, the vote of ten delegations
is required.»

His Excellency Mr. Chawvero.— The honorable
Delegate Mr. Carbo is right in observing, that if the
article is adopted in the form in which it exists in
the 1\10Jk"1 the qu uestions that are submitted for the
consideration of the Conference may be adopted with
six votes. The Mexican delegation is theref re W ill-
ing to accept the article of the Conference of Wash-
ington, which require two thirds of the Delegations
for opening a session, and a majority for voting.

His Excellency Mr. Pablo Macedo.— What Mr.
Chavero states, is as 1nr the Conference of Washing-
ton, in order, to have a quorumn, the attendance
of two thirds of the delegations is required. This,
therefore, 1s in harmony with the idea of the Honot-
able Delegate Mr. Carbo, but it appeared to me that
it was not quite clear, the way in which it was ex-
pressed by Mr. Chavero, whose pardon I ask for
making this explanation.

His Excellency Mr. Chavero.—1 will explain my
meaning. My idea is, that two thirds of L|1L_ t.dLgd—
tions must be present, as well at the opening of the
Conference as when voting, because it would be
useless to open the Conference, if no
taken.

His Excellency the President—In order that the
proposition of His Excellency Mr. Carbo may be vot-
ed on, I request him to put it in writing.

Secretary Macedo.—'The article offered by His
Excellency Mr. Carbo reads as follows: «In order
that a session may be held, at least two thirds of
the Delegations which form the Conference must be
in attendance, and for a resolution to be adopted, the
vote of at least ten Delegations shall be required.»

His Excellency Mr. Alzamora, Delegate from
Pern.—1 find the objection, that if a repetition of
the case which presented itself some days ago, should
occur, the Conference could not arrive at a result.

There may be cases of non-attendance, and in
that case it is clear, that the majority must consist
of those who do not abstain from voting, to the ex-
clusion of those so abstaining. In every deliberative
body, the majority of those present decides. If two
thirds are a quorum, it appears to me, that a major=
ity of these, two thirds should decide any question.

it is asked,

vote ¢« ?Hzll ]}E
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It is possible, that there should be exceptions in
some cases; but I believe, that this rule is general,
because it is inconceivable that a deliberative body
can normally exercise its functions in any other
manner.

His Excellency Mr. Pepper, Delegate from the
United States of America.—Are we to understand,
according to this, ﬂmt thirteen form a quorum, and
ten form the ll‘ldj()‘flt\ This is our opinion.

His Excellency Mr. Chavero.—1 believe that I
have explained myself badly; but our idea has been
to follow the Regulations of the International Amer-
ican Conference of Washington, and to say the same
as that stated by the Honorable Mr. Pepper, that in
order to hold a session, a majority of the Delega-
tions is necessary. T'he respective article of the Re-
gulations of the Washington Conference says:

«In order to hold a sesion, it is necessary that one
half and one more of the nations which take part in

the Conference, be represented by some of their de-
legates.»

That is to say, ten, as stated by Mr. Pepper. But
in order to have a guorum when voting it is neces-
sary, that two thirds of the ddc;—:mmnh shall be re-
presented, that is, thirteen.

There are two kinds of guorum one for holding a
session, which is one half of the delegations and one
more; and another for voting, which consists of two
hlrda of the delegations; Lhc, majority of those two
thirds shall decide all questions. T'his is the idea of

- the Mexican Delegation.

His Excellency Mr. Matte, Delegate from Chils.
—1I believe, Mr. President, that the suggestion of
His E xce‘llencv the Deluth from Eumdm deserves
to be taken carefuily into consideration. It appears
to me, thatin order to give to the resolutions of this
Conference the highest prestige and the most exalted
authority, it will be well to surround them with the
greatest possible number of precautions, and that
they may be inost amply maintained.

I understand, Mr. President, that in the assem-
blies, which meet in any country for the usual trans-
action of their business, it is proper to establish, that
a simple majority be sufficient for working purposes;
but thisisan International Assembly, toattend which
we have come from distant commlen, so as to as-
semble for a common purpose. Itis, therefore, proper,
that our resolutions should have the greatest author-
ity, and I think the suggestions of the Honorable
Mr. Carbo were for this purpose. At any rate, Mr.
President, practically, the majority would be but the
one indicated by the Honorable Delegate from Ecua-
dor, because, in fact, as we are, c1,1 interested in
doing our best to reach a common agreement we
shall meet here regularly, the nineteen countries re-
presented, and, consequently, I believe that the sug-
gestion of Mr. Carbo tends to a very high purpose.
I beg leave to offer him my support, and as I desire
that this discussion should not be too long, I merd
repeat what I have said.

His Excellency the President: 1 beg leave to ad-
dress this most respectable Assembly to make knowan
to it, my own ideas on the amendment suggested b\
the very honorable representativ e of the quhl
Kcuador. The point that the Conference is discuss-
ing at-this moment is indeed of great importance,
and it would be premature and dmngt‘mns, as Mr.
Matte thinks, to cast a vote without sufficient re-
flection. As, on the other hand, the session is too

far advanced and the Assembly hasapproved a deci-
sion that the sessions are not to be held daily, but
every other day, I would request the Honorable De-
legatesto allow to—day’s session toadjourn until Mon-
day at ten o’clock A. M., and at the same time ask
that during the intervening days, all the Delegates
who have any remarks to make in regard to the Re-
gulations, will meet the Delegation of Mexico, which
may be found in this Hall every day at their dispos-
al, for the purpose of receiving and cousidering the
different suggestions which may be presented, in
order to submit a modified project to the coming
session. It seems that in this manner all (11rﬁcultles
will be overcome and the Delegates will be able to
vote without inconvenience.

His Excellency Mv. Leger.—I believe that every-
thing would be 1'L11dc“ ed easier, if the articles already
adopted were placed in the Iundw of a (,omnu{tuz
so that the Couference may know with exactness,
what has been voted on, and kno wing this, between
today and Monday thesubject matter could be clearly
understood, regarding the articles which are to be
acted upon, on that day.

His Excellency My. Foster, Delegale from: the
United States zy‘ America.— We believe that said
Committee has already been organized, and that it
consists of the Mexican Ddeqm on, to which we are
asked to present the suggestions which we may make
regarding the modifications of the Regulations; and
naturally, that Committee must take note of what
has already been adopted during the deliberations
of the Congress which have taken p]ace today.

"‘herdom replying to the motion of the Delecate
from Hayti, we bdlevc that said Committee is al-
ready org: anized and awaiting our suggestions, in
order to give them a positive 101111 for the purpose
of )roccednw with harmony in Lhe future.

[-fza Bx w.//c;.:r_}f the President.—Complying with
what the Chair has offered to His Excellency Mr.
Lazo Arriaga, Delegate from Guatemala, it has ap-
pointed as mﬂmb“rs of the Committee, which is to
report to the Conference regarding the number of the
cominittees and the persons of whom they are to con-
sist their Excellencies, the following Delegaies.

Henry G. Davis, Dr. Hygino Duarte Pereyra, Dr.
Luis F. Corea, Dr. Antonio Lazo Arriaga, Dr. Car-
los Martinez Silva, Dr. Juan Cuestas, Dr. Cecilio
Baez.

His Excellency the President.—'The session is
closed.

SESSION OF;THE 28th. OF OCIOBER I90I.

Secretary Duret.—At the request of the Argentine
Delegation, and before the discussion of the Regu-
lations is continued, the following proposition of-
fered by His Excellency Mr. Bermejo, Chairman of
the said Delegation, will be read:

«'T'hat the Conference authorizes its provisional
President to appoint a Committee of three members,
to examine the credentials of the Delegates and to
report 1espLCU11(r the same.»

His Excellency My. Davis, Delegate from the
United States of America.—'The Committee on
Committees has acted in perfect accord, in its report
in respect to this matter, and 1t is provided in the
same that there shall be a Committee on Credentials,
which, I believe, will be composed of three members,

Of course we have no objection to what is now
proposed ; we only wish to state, that the Commit-
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