o CusroMms CONGRESS.

Conference, there shall meet in the City of New York,
United States of America, a Customs Congress, com-
posed of one or more Delegates, appointed by each
Government from among its Chief Customs Officers,
Consuls, Presidents or members of their Chambers
of Commerce, prominent merchants, or other persons
known to possess technical and special knowledge in
all customs matters.

The Governing Board of the International Bureau
of American Republics, formed by the Diplomatic Re-
presentatives of said Republics and presided over by
the Secretary of State of the United States of Amer-
ica, shall fix the date for the assembling of the Cus-
toms Congress, which shall be organized as it may
decide, with the assistance or codperation of the of-
ficials of said International Bureau;and its purpose
and object shall be to decide and pass upon all pro-
positions,which may be presented by the Delegates, or
by the Committees which may be appointed, in res-
pect to the Customs Service ot each country and the
legitimate collection of its fiscal dues.

Second. The matters which the Customs Congress
is to resolve upon, are the following: _

A. Theuniformity of regulations for the entry, des-
patch and clearance of vessels engaged in internatio-
nal commerce.

B. T'he uniformity and simplification of customs
formalities with regard to the manifests of vessels,
wording of the same, and facts to be contained in the
Consular Invoices, and Declarations to the Customs
Houses.

C. The simplification and uniformity of Custom
House formalities in the clearance of merchandise
and baggage.

D. Adequate means for establishing a common no-
menclature of productsand merchandise of the Amer-
ican Republics,in English, Spanish, Portuguese and
French.

1st. In order that it may become the basis for the
statistical data of imports and exports in conformity
with uniform models, and without interfering with
the regulations which each country may have adopt-
ed for its own statistics; and

2d. In order that with greater details and specifi-
cations, it may be adopted in the tariff schedules and
in the other customs laws of said countries, and that
it may become the basis for the collection of the dues
which each one of them may have established.

£. Adoption of a simple and uniform system for
declaration and the Custom House dispatch of sam-
ples and merchandise forwarded in postal packages
or parcels.

£. To simplify and make uniform the Custom
House formalities, to which shall be subjected all
merchandise or goods crossing only the territory of
one country and destined for use or consumption in
another or others, thus respecting the principle of
free commercial transit on terrestrial or fluvial high-

ways of the nations of America, without collecting
duties or charges other than those which may repre-
sent the just compensation for services rendered.

;. The advisability of determining definite pe-
riods for the assembling of future Customs Congres-
ses.

H. Todeal with any other matters connected with
those herein mentioned, or which may be considered
in a general way by the Customs Congress, as use-
ful or proper to aid in the development of mercantile
traffic.

/. The organization of a permanent Custom Com-
mission, composed of individuals possessing techni-
cal and expert knowledge, and which, as a branch
of the International Bureau of American Republics,
or in any other form which the said Congress may
deem proper, shall be charged principally with the
execution of theresolutions which it may have adopt-
ed, with the comparison and study of customs and
tariff laws of the nations of America, in order to sug-
gest to the respective Governments, the promulga-
tion of laws and measures which, with regard to Cus-
tom House formalities, may tend to simplify and to
facilitate mercantile traffic.

Third. That in order to render useful and com-
plete the study by the Customs Congress of the ques-
tion referred to in Paragraph 2 of the preceding
resolution, each one of the Governments of the Ame-
rican Republics shall cause tobe studied, by the chief
administrative officials of Custom Houses, the no-
menclature or vocabulary formed by the Interna-
tional Bureau of said Republics, and that the Govern-
ments shall send as rapidly as possible to the Gov-
erning Board of said Bureau, their remarks or the
corrections which they may have thought proper to
suggest in the said vocabulary.

Said International Bureau shall present to the
Customs Congress, in the simplest*and most com-
plete form possible, the suggestions made by the
Governments, and, in addition, a French translation
of the nomenclature already published.

Fourth. The ratification of the present resolution
by the Governments of the American Republics,
which may think proper to take such action shall be
communicated to the Governing Board of the In-
ternational Bureau of said Republics, whithin six
months trom the closing of the Conference.

Mexico, January 2oth. 1902.——( Signed.) Alberto
Elmore.—Alberto Blest Gana.—Rosendo Pineda.

The resolution on the Customs Congress, express-
ed exactly in the same terms as the foregoing report,
was signed on the 22nd. of January, 1902, by the
Delegations of the Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, Chili, Dominican Republic,
Ecuador, Salvador, United States of America, Gua-
temala, Hayti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Para-
guay, Peru and Uruguay.
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SOURCES OF PRODUCTION AND STATISTICS.

NUMBER 4.

Sources of Production and Statistics.

SESSION OF DECEMBER 18th., 1goI.

Secretary Macedo.—'The Committee on Sources of
Production and Statistics has presented its report,
which the Chair rules that it shall be printed and dis-
tributed among the Honorable Delegates. It reads
as follows.

REPORT of the Committee on Sources of Production and

Statistics.

Few are the matters which can be so useful to in-
ternational relations, as the mutual knowledge of na-
tions in that which refers to their products, industries
and wealth.

The science of Statistics which considers countries
from a sociological standpoint, takes charge of that
work, carrying the detailed account of all that affects
vital forces and the means of the development of the
nations. Unknown in antiquity when labor was but
little appreciated and poor in results, it has, however,
attained a great growth in modern commonwealths,
in proportion as human effort, science applied to
mechanics, mechanics applied to industry, and the
exchange of commodities, reaching their greatest de-
velopment, have multiplied gradually and increased
the products of the earth.

Nations can now study one another at a distance.
Books showing great labor, full of data of every
kind, are published everywhere, dealing with all
that can meet the universal demand for information;
and the capitalist, the merchant and all who un-
dertake business know, before commencing their ope-
rations, in what part of the world are found the
natural products which they need; they also know
which ones are lacking in this or that region, and
the means they can avail themselves of to acquire
those which are wanted, and where to sell those
which they want to barter. T'he number of transac-
tions which are carried on, based on that knowledge,
cannot be easily calculated, nor can a proper estimate
be made of those which fail by reason of the lack
of the proper information.

No matter how tedious may appear the gathering
and classification of data of that character, their
transcendental importance cannot be ignored, for
the publication of such data is the best advertisement
which can be given to the World’s markets. Coun-
tries which know one another are drawing together
in a closer friendship. What science, philantrophy
or sentimentalism cannot accomplish, the stimulus
of interest does accomplish, guiding human com-
munities to help and to serve one another, aware
instinctively of their insufficiency if isolated, and of
their power when united.

The American Republics are represented in this
Conference, and their anxious desir eis to draw near-
er to one another, and to make stronger their friend-
ship, will have taken a most advanced step towards
that goal, if they succeed, in the future, in keeping
in touch and inbeing at all times well informed among
themselves of the evolution of their economic life.
The mutual and periodical knowledge of national in-
ventories will bring with it the opening of numer-

ous ways to business and to friendship of which our
respective countries will be the object and the origin.
Thus will be established a positive solidity of inter-
ests among the peoples inhabiting this Hemisphere,
because the exchange of its products and manufact-
ures, will link the sovereign American nations with
strong and lasting ties.

In order to reach this result our object must there-
fore be to secure, not only exact and timely infor-
mation upon all these matters, but to systematize
and to classify it in such a manner that those look-
ing for it can obtain it readily and in as complete a
manuner as possible.

The data should treat of the following:

A. Mines under exploitation, asphalt and metal-
lic deposits, stating their location and proximity to
roads and to markets.

B. Forests, where situated, their extent and char-
acter of the timber.

C. Flora, comprising within it and in a special
manner, all plants textile as well as medicinal, those
applicable to dyes, or which may have any proper
industrial use.

D. Agronomic products, such as guanos, nitrates
and all those which may be useful as fertilizers.

£. Improvements of the soil, by which term are
understood all systems or methods which tend to
make the soil more productive by artificial means,
such as reservoirs, aqueducts, or systems of irriga-
tion.

F. Natural forces, including in this title the rivers,
water courses and falls susceptible of creating motive
power.

(. Means of communication. In this group should
figure lakes and navigated or navigable rivers, wagon
roads, ordinary roads, and railways existing or in
course of construction, with reference to the centers
of production, cities, markets, ports, or frontiers.

H. Lands, with the data of the extent and loca-
tion of the public vacantlands and the price of the
same, and lands in general with reference to their
location on the coast, plains, or mountains, and their
proximity to roads or markets.

/. Industries. The data of this class should refer
to the manufactories and the industrial products of
each country classified according to their nature, and
the districts in which the former are located, or in
which they form a popular industry.

In order that the data to which the foregoing
points refer may give the desired results they should
be as complete as possible, and should be collected
and published in a systematic manuer at suitable
periods.

For this purpose, the Committee believes that the
Bureau of American Republics in Washington (by
which heretofore information of this kind has been
published, both in special books and in a monthly
bulletin) should be authorized to widen the sphere
of its activity and its efforts towards the attainment
of the end proposed, with the co—operation of the re-
presentatives of the respective countries.
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It would likewise be a marked advantage as a
means of practical information to establish permanent
expositions to exhibit the natural and industral pro-
ductsof our countries in the American nations where
they do not exist; or, where they exist, to encourage
them in such a way that samples of all articles which
may be considered as commercial, accompanied by
e\plluutmnx clearly defining the means of produc-
tion, cost of land, rnul.-,, raw mnllmml and cost of la-
bor and production, may be sent and renewed op-
portunely.

The information outlined above would be difficult
to understand if it were to contain different systems
of weights, measures or coinage. T'he decimal system
for the former and the gold stzuulnrd for the latter
could serve as a basis; and such additional explana-
tions as may be necessary with regard to similar spe-
cial systems adopted by each nation would serve to
make such information complete.

Based on the above considerations, the Committee
on Sources of Productions and Statistics proposes
that the Conference recommend to the nations repre-
sented therein:

1. That the American Governments send from
time to time, at the latest every year, to the Bureau
of American Republics, the most complete informa-
tion possible with regard to their population and
natural resourses, as well as the statistical data on
manufactures and commerce and on any other subject
which they may deem useful for the development of
their international economic relations.

2. That the said Bureau yive special attention to
obtaining that data, and that as soon as the same is
received it be classified, put in order and published.

3. That the said Republics renew and send from
time to time to the permanent expositions already
established, orto be established, in the American Con-
tinent, samples of their natural and industrial pro-
ducts, accompanying them with all manner of infor-
mation which may tend to stimulate the development
of their commerce; without prejudice to the private
exhibitions which all or any of the Republics may
wish to establish within their own territory.

4. That data on weights and measures be given
according to the decimal system, with a note of their
equivalent according to the system of each nation
that has not adopted the decimal system; and that
likewise in order to give similarity in values, the
standard gold coin of the United States be taken as
a basis, stating its relation with the standard of the
other nations at the average rate of exchange of each
corresponding year.

5. Thatin order to obtain uniformity in the valua-
tion of the international commercial goods the price
fixed for the same be that which they may represent
on board at the ports of destination, expressed, as
already stated, in gold coin of the United States of
America.

Mexico, December 14, 1901.—(Signed.) /. Zeon-
ard.—Charles M. Pepper.—/. B. Calvo.— Baltazar
Estupinian.—Jose Lopez Portillo y Rojas.

SESSION OF DECEMBER 27, 1g0I.

Secretary Duret.—The report of the Committee
on Sources of Production and Statistics, presented
to the Conference at the session of the 18th day of
the present month, is now under discussion as a
whole.

The report was approved without discussion, as
a whole, and later in detail, by unanimous vote of
the Delegations present.

SESSION OF JANUARY 22, 1902,

Secretary Duret,—In compliance with the reso-
lution proposed by the Secretary and approved by
the Conference in to-day’s session,’ the Honorable
Delegates are advised that the repous of the En-
grossing Committee on the Pan-American Railway,
on the Assembling of a Customs Congress in the
City of New York and on Sources of Production and
on Sources of Production and Statistics are placed at
their disposal.

The aforesaid report on Sources of Production
and Statistics, reads as follows:

Engrossing Committee.— Sources of Productions
and Statistics.—The undersigned Committee has the
honour to submit the following text:

The Second International American Conference,
in view of the project and report presented by the
Comumittee on Statistics and Sources of Production,

RESOLVES:

farst. That the American Governments send,
from time to time, at the latest every year, to the
Bureau of American Republics, the most complete
information and statistical data which it may be
possible for them to procure, with regard to their
populations and natural resources, as well as the sta-
tistical data on manufactures and commerce and on
any other matter which they may deem useful for
the development of the economic relations of Ame-
rica.

Second. That the said Bureau give special atten-
tion to the obtaining of the statistical data to which
the foregoing clause refers; and, as soon as the same
are received, to classify, properly arrange, and pub-
lish them.

Third. That the said Republics renew and send,
from time to time, to the permanent exhibitions
already established or to be established on the Ame-
rican Continent samples of their natural and indus-
trial products, accompanying them with such infor-
mation as may tend to contribute to the dev elop-
ment of their reciprocal com:merce, without preju-
dice to the separate exhibitions, which all or any
of the Republics may wish to establish within their
own territory.

Fourth. That the data on weights and Measures
be given according to the decimal system, with a
statement of their equivalents, according to the sys-
tem of each nation that may have a system distinct
from the decimal one,

Fifth. Thatinorder to express values, the stand-
ard gold coin of the United States of America be
taken as a basis, stating its relation to the standard
of other nations at the average rate of exchange of
each corresponding year.

Sixth. That in order to obtain uniformity in the
valuation of international commercial articles, the
price fixed for the same be that which they repre-
sent on board at the ports of destination expressed
in gold coin of the United States of America.

Committee Room.—Mexico, January 20, 1902.—
(Signed) Alberto Elmore.— Rosendo Pineda— Al-
berto Blest Gana.
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The resolution on Sources of Production and Sta-
tistics, expressed exactly in the same terms as the
foregoing report, was signed on the 23rd day of Jan-
nary, 1902, by the Delegations of the Argentine
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Republic, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, Chili, Do-
minican Republic, Ecuador, Salvador, United States
of America, Guatemala, Hayti, Honduras, Mexico,
Nicaragua, Paraguay and Uruguay.

NUMBER 5.

Exchange of

SESSION OF NOVEMBER 6, 1901,

Secretary Macedo.—The Delegation of Costa Ri-
cahas presented a proposition on exchange of official,
scientific, literary and industrial publications. Said
proposition, which the Chair has ruled to refer to the
Committee on the Exercise of Liberal Professions
and Literary Relations, reads thus:

The Costa Rican Delegation acting in accord with
those of Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua, pro-
poses:

1st. ‘That the exchange of official publications be
established between all the American Republics.

2nd. That said exchange be extended, as far as
possible, and in accordance with the private under-
standing between the nations so desiring it, to all
other publications therein made, be they scientific,
literary or industrial.

3rd. That in order to facilitate the exchange of
publications to the greatest possible extent, the of-
ficial correspondence between the respective coun-
tries, be declared free from postal charges,in conform-
ity w1t11 the private conventions ‘i'\'thh may be en-
tered into by them in that regard.—J. B. CaLvo.

SESSION OF NOVEMBER 29, 190T.

Secretary Durel.—'The report of the Committee
on the Exercise of Liberal Professions and Literary
Relations will now be read, on the proposition of the
Delegation of Costa Rica, Fm the exchange of official,
scientific, literary and industrial publications. Said
report, which has been to-day distributed in printed
form among the Delegates, reads as follows:

REPORT of the Committee on Practice of the Learned
Professions and Literary Relations, on the proposition
submitted by the Delegation of Costa Rica on exchan-
ge of publications.

Mr. President:

The Committee on Practice of the Iearned Pro-
fessions and Literary Relations, has taken into con-
sideration the proposition submitted by the Delega-
tion of Costa Rica, which is in accord with that of
Salvador, Honduras and Nicaragua,and which tends
to establish an exchange of official and unofficial
publications between thc American Republics.

The Committee considersthat the purposes sought
in the three Articles of the said proposition are, ex-
ceedingly useful and recommends its acceptance by
the Conference, with an addition, which can be for-
mulated in the following terms:

«Art. 4th. The Governments signing this Conven-
tion shall cause a list of the publications of all kinds
which they may receive in exchange, to be oppor-
tunely published in their respective Official Gazzette,
in order that the public may apply at the office or
library at which said lists are filed, for consultation.»

Signed: A. Blest Gana.— M. Garcia Merou.—
M. Sanchez Marmol.—M. A. Martinez, Secretary,

Publications.

SESSION OF DECEMBER 2, IgOJ.

In taking part in the discussion of a Pan Amer-
ican Bank, at this same session, His Excellency Mr.
Matte alluded to the address read shortly before by
His Excellency Mr. Baez, on obligatory arbitration,
which was not comprised in the order of the day.

Secretary Macedo.—'The report of the Committee
on the Practice of the Liberal Professions and Lite-
rary Relations with respect to the proposition of the
Delegation of Costa Rica, on exchange of publica-
tions, is now under discussion.

His Excellency My. Bermejo, Delegate from the
Argentine Republic.—Mzr. President: Before enter-
ing upon the examination of this matter, I desire to
express my opinionrespecting what my (hstmgmshed
colleague the Honorable Mr. Matte has said, and to
which we listened with so much interest, a momcnt
ago in this Assembly.

He stated that we were now about to enter upon
the discussion of the practical points of the Confer-
ence, and alluding to a most interesting exposition,
which we have also just heard, he manifested that
time was being lost in matters of litle importance. I
desire to reserve my opinion, declaring categorically
that the point touched upon by my distinguished
colleague from Paraguay isin my belief the first that
this Assembly will have to consider; moreover, that
if a practical and right solution is not given to that
great problem, all else will have been usdesq abso-
lutely all.

I think that in expressing this opinion, I do no
more than reproduce what has been set forth by the
Nation itself that has brought us together in this
place, and which has said to us: «In the first place
the Conference will take up the question of arbitra-
tion,» which means to say that this is the great pro-
blem. Then we have not lost time in listening to
the Honorable Delegate from Paraguay, neither has
he lost it in causing us to listen to his interesting
address.

Passing over this, Mr. President, which is an inci-
dental point, I will enter upon an examination of
the acts of the Committee.

It appears that this is one of the vital points with
which the Conference hastodeal. Tdonot see it vested
with any such importance. Exchange of publications
is so common a thing, so general, among American
and non-American countries, that with and without
that recommendation, it will be continued as before.
The Argentine Republic, Sir, for the last quarter of
a century has entered into Conventions of that sort
with the European countries. In the year 1876, on
December 2, it signed with Italy a Convention by
which it was established that the two countries obli-
gated themselves to send reciprocally official publi-
cations in matters of statistics, administration and
sciences and all works issued by Academies and In-




