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PREFACE.

e ———

Tt mind which has been exclusively directed to the in-
vestigation of a favourite science, is unwilling to persuade
itself that its powers, however feeble, have been concentrat-
ed in vain ; since the faintest rays, when collected into a fo-
cus, can produce some degree of illumination. [t was an
impression of this kind which first led me to think of pub-
lishing the results of my experience ; and the present volume
isa part of the series of commentaries on acute diseases,
promised at the publication of some facts concerning the
puerperal fever. During an extended practice of several
years, my views, with respect to the treatment of fevers in
general have undergone gradual and at length great changes ;
and it is hoped, that an impartial exhibition of the causes, na-
ture, and object of those changes may not be wholly useless.
No disease is here brought forward, with the exception of
the plague, but what has repeatedly fallen under my obser-
vyation ; and typhus has been made the foundation for most
of the principles attempted to be established. By the term
typhus many have meant that combination of malignant symp-
toms which may take place in the Tast stage of any acute dis-

ease, and hence they have said that to deplete is death inty-
+
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phus ; but though it doubtless would be so under the uiii-
mate symptoms supposed by them to constitute typhus, yet
this is an abuse of the term, which in the subsequent pages
denotes a specific disease that, like the epic poem of ancient
critics, has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

Some of the advised methods of cure differ from those
taught by certain medical professors and lecturers ; but what-
ever regard [ entertain towards men justly eminent for their
rank and acquirements, I am morally bound to maintain what
experience has shown me to be efficacious, how much soever
it may oppose prevailing opinions. Now and then I have
felt it a duty pointedly to dissent from the doctrine of noted
authors, because error is always most dangerous when sanc-
tioned by a celebrated name ; yet fully sensible of their ge-
neral superiority, it has been my aim to mingle respect with
animadversion. So far as recollection or extracts could as-
sist; acknowledgments have been made for the thoughts real-
ly suggested by the perusal of other works ; and therefore
if any omissions be discovered, they ought to be imputed to
forgetfulness alone. At thesame time, it must be remember-
ed, that medical inquirers may make similar observations re-
specting diseases, without being at all indebted to each other,
as distant and unacquainted astronomers may, by their teles-
copes, discover similar phenomena.

Febrile affections have acquired an additional claim to no-
tice, from their extensive prevalence in many districts of the
United Kingdom, since the first publication of this work;
and having been placed in situations favourable for observa-
tion, [ have endeavoured, in this revised Edition, to give a

much more extended view of the subject. At the suggestion
of an able friend, the different topics, before blended in the
pathology and treatment of typhus, have been separated, and
now form a series of distinct illustrations of the principles
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advanced. Among many others, one advantage of this new -
arrangement is, that it has enabled me to express my thoughts

- with greater precision as to those very particulars upon which

the chief peculiarities of my doctrine are founded; for in
thus again soliciting the attention of professional readers, I
must inform them, that the practice recommended is by no
means so uniform as some have represented, but varied by
many minute circumstances, to point out which was the gain
reason of my attempting the illustration of acute diseases.
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