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the i-1
e mgci::irflo :ﬁh:}fﬁamm'atory power of calomel and opium
erih sle)rvafmn, s0 that their testimony might be
contemporarigsp fr?l r. Hamilton’s doctrine. If most of his
e 5 tzided‘ bo_th to e.xtend the usefulness of his
izt ,amon thOJustlce to his deserts, yet he will surely
B g tgh ose “jho hgve proved real benefactors ﬂ)
i depart;;ent . ;g:;z: lshr:?pquy approaching when, in eve-
Waiy e tw?}f}_ ¥, bigotry and prejudice will give
n what are called idiopathic fevers, i
: : rs, in those 51 {
;l;g(l:ncozﬁeii? r;ltheut any decided signs of tofsi‘;:?:iiﬂﬂiﬁf
Calome,} e blc ‘afivance under a continual excitement
iHiael o boe jgwen from the first as a purgative, deterj
it leqsew'e s byvsome .other auxiliary : becausé free
p ward; 0{}‘ i[;ﬁ ning t.hIS excitement daily, most frequent
Ul ammation, and where in despite of it, i v
b oes accur early, then general or local b; "
g s oul_d be subjeined, and calomel so ma o
produce its specific as well as purgative inﬂn =y
::1?:@ the inflammation arises at a late pefif)gce } .
f ci e;pent when tht? gen_erai tone of the system h Ohthe
excee ingly relaxed, it will mostly be better to av 'daS i
:;i:::::get}ﬁr, an.d to trust to the other measure: ‘;:Sisrizegl_
Vi t.h : ﬁrsttar: 13, howevert, an intermediate stage, one bej.r
oo e ent. 11 the !ast,.m i_vhicb inflammation is apt £
even,When Contls pcal bleeding is often highly advantagé)ouso
e Griagxon has been the exciting cause ; and wh ’
8¢ ginated from cold or any other cm;]m i
iz?;;:ll t;le:::drfg to a moderate extent is sometimes h(imh?aubseg
relamﬁ,Bnet {;a;l;ewihez é’evar at that time is attended vfit}-ly]ee;
o e ou ha_ve been the case if it had arigen f‘rofr;
- l-i ﬁa;nmat' u; continued fevers which are complicated
mia ,etion]:);: l}'c»m the first, it will be best, when suffi
e E : a; (a have hee'n premised, to administer (L:alo-
M pir;lfge lge 1imd specific at the same time. In sucI;
e thé q GC% ; t g shortest and most certain way of pro
coriog tl.lél;»h.i lh c,is _through the purgative operation of Cl:l]():
and,the‘ ; ‘ﬁg - excitement resists the agency of calomel
intestines are usually so lined with mordid mucus :\:
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unless this mucus be brushed away,
essels. One

to prevent its absorption,
m the mouths of the absorbqnt v
bly free doses of calomel, therefore, may

by purging, fro
Jarge or two tolera
be administered in the day: followed up by some other ape-

rients to induce plentiful evacuations before bed-time 3 while
{0 accelerate its most complete absorption, during the night
it may be given in divided doses, combined with opium where
there is pain in the chest or belly, or much general irritation.
Some have contended, that opium is dangerous in inflamma-
tory-diseases, inasmuch as it might mask the symptoms,-and
1ull the practitioner into a false and fatal security. But this
reasoning is more specious than solid, for after sufficient de-
pletion, no remedy has appeared to me more efficacious.—

Every attentive practitioner must have remarked, that n
many inflammatory affections, where the lancet and purga-
great universal irritation suc-

#ives have been boldly applied,
£ not timely allayed. For

which may sink the patient
opium 1s peculiarly fitted, generally

£ the system, and inducing tranquil
egree of the topical affection is fre-
rritation, it is most prudent to

combine the opium with calomel, a combination which ob-
literates every vestige of topical disease, by equalizing the
circulation, and also by inducing in some instances 2 peculiar
relaxation of the whole habit.
While the system continues under the full influence of the
fever, while the <kin continues hot and the pulse quick, ptya-
lism is not easily produced, and the most timid may then give
calomel with far more freedom than in those diseases unat-
tended with a hot skin and a quick pulse. But assoon as
cver the fever begins to decline, calomel should be given most
ously, because as the system is then verging towards its
nataral state, its specific action will be more readily induc-
ed; and where during the continuance of the fever, it either
acts freely on the okin or kidneys, while it keeps the bowels
<oluble, the practitioner seed not be impatient about the ap-
pearance of ptyalism ; for the modus operandi of calomel 15
to equalize the distribution of blood, to restore the natural
1alance of the circalation by communicating a power to the

A
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ceeds,
this species of irritation
calming the turbulence o
sleep. Yetasa subdued d
quently combined with this

cauti
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capillary system of i
s vessels, which enables the
o inlzg_olﬁcgs as before. When calomrt?l 1t: ::SUIT
foreibly on the)iur:ctr'on with opium, it sometimes afts 5;:11‘1 :
e Etm]: tfaslt;n.es than desirable, producing man i
Gt Wh’e ollowed by small, frequent slimy or-b}i(o Cg ;
e, mOdne‘ver these occur, the bowels shouldob};
ol lida themte c-lose of : cold-drawn castor oil in th
i s, tzn opiates with mucilaginous drinks W'ﬁ
Wy e irritation. When opium is given :
ety <o Ss pain or irritation, the first dose sghouldel?-
e Course,m:y twe or three grains, and the subseque :
ek thatyo e sa:naller. But it must be co;lsgant? .
i ;iunsa : S;;;r:no?flht no? to be exhibited in visce}-r
i o i pression has been m:
f o 1;1 a;xr;?tpt 1:1;deed where there is ech::s(::eby izie
o ey vene:;r;t' e used .with great advantage in;::(m-’-
i e Some.ﬂﬁ‘ ion, particularly in inﬂamma?ion of th
T ectlons_of the abdomen, attended w'ﬁe;
g itm‘es., or fwth unusnal irritation, I have e
e ;‘mpcfsmble to move bowe}s-,witho tfif-
oo el w{l];) opium. In sach cases, ab":rut ad i
e nlto often do very well, made with tw;aChm
e an enema,‘which should not exceedozrn-
e e not remain long enough to prod o
tation, the tepid bathns(;[::litt?rsnzl e O:i(ﬁf
o : ! proves highly i
f;, - g'n?ift;:;;i:ry::ltllt:gm? i‘;he I?)ncet ancgi gat];::-::izla},lg Sz;
T o spiration reak out soon :
. feWu:::éZnE asgme time, 1t 1s generally a mosif:';};:lis “Ee:
W Callong t;een fatal in my practice where irta -
G i vﬂ;)e anr% opium do not excite per -
b épecacuan Some_yt_ e omlttec‘I, and the compounc!l] j&:;a“
gio p}eparaﬁon m(};:is substituted with great 3dv1;nt i
G et ,da ed to the calomel, often pow: fa%e,
pae e od‘to the surface. L
i ;z iseases, the doses of calomel and opi
A tht;m;)d:;g t;) tl{;e nature and seat of the‘lﬁ::;l
se effect i il :
for an extremely violent acute, oztal ?f:izjtég :zl:)md?ced :
-acute in-
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flammation, by more < mmediately endangering structure, re-
quires 2 ‘more powerful practice than an ordinary degree of

the one, or a short duration of the other; while some organs

are so peculiar in their functions as to demand an exclusive

rule of treatment, an exception from the general mode of ad-

ministering the remedies. If the brain be inflamed, calomel
ought to be prescribed in full, and oftenin frequent doses with
other brisk purgatives, because this is the best mode of moving
the bowels effectually, while it affords the only chance of pro-
curing the specific action of the mercurial ; and as for opium,
it should be entirely omitted until the force of the topical
en subdued by proper evacuations, and then it
willonly be necessary, where it is an object to allay irritation.
Sydenham was in the habit of giving opium in the advanced
stages of cerebral affections to quiet the ;rritation which se
often then supervenes; and certainly at that period, even

where cerebritis had previously existed, it frequently proves

useful, though 1t must always be given with the greatest cau-

fion at first, till we fairly ascertain its influence. Opium has
a specific influence on the circalation of the brain, so that we
cannot beforehand always estim
- modifies its action,
skin, it is safestin do

them combinedly.
gion, the whole nervous system und

disease has, be

ate its effect; but as calomel
and at the same time determines it to the
ubtful irritations of the cerebrum to give
In those fevers which arise from conta-
ergoes some change, which

is inexplicable in the present state of our knowledge; yet

whateyer this change may be, it requires, pot only that opium
chould be much more guardedly employed, than in ordinary
fevers, but that calomel should be given as an aperient, from
which great advantage will almost always be derived, and the
more so where its purgative leads to its specific operation.
When topical inflammation has its seat in the chest, the doses
of calomel should be so moderate as not' to harass the pa-
tient by too repeated purging which is generally prejudicial
o mucous membrane of the bronchia 18 affected ;

where th
and on the other hand, the doses of opium should commonly
be small, lest they distend the vessels of the head, and thereby

disturb the action of the lungs, through the consent existing
between them by which nerves originate in the brain. It
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?l“:'lys desirable to promote diaphoresis
tz::l 1;25 l;}f' tl;e 'd|]]65t’ and therefore James’s Powder may of-

eneiicially combined with the cal poe "
In abdominal inflammati el e
mations, particularly if the i
: _ y be seated i
;:El:e 3:;2:0};13:11}1, or hm the parenchyma of such organs as thz
: 1dneys, the doses of calomel should b ici

-maintain a free action on the b i S

owels, and if possib

it _ : possible to affect
shz :]iist;i :t _t(liie szlme time ; but here the doses of opium

nsiderable, wherever much pain exi i
‘ pain exists, for if the

Z?nﬁ;xe be at all sof?t and moist, opium may be regar:ied as one

eci;ﬁ m'?st efﬁcafslous agents in abdominal inflammations, es-

]]:as bey i hthedpau; be circumscribed. But when the tnn,gue

€t hard and dry in abdominal infl i |
ammations T h

:2rely seen much benefit from opium ; and this state of E{S

m;l;gli}e 18 much more liable to occur in contagious than in com-

; haveev.em. {n some violent cases of visceral inflammation
o E:\{;en Wilth grreat advantage, a scruple of calomel witl;

"0 grains of opium for the first dose, and
and afterward

;x_zallﬁa'nd rei?eated doses of both ; W'nerea; in other a:asses5
s im ve to eight or ten grain doses, with about one grain ot’“
Agitl' um ff;very six hours for the first day, and in half the quan
Uties atterwards, excited ptyalism the s ‘ 2

oonest ; and sometimes
ﬂ;et:_nostfspeedy effects have been formed, a}ter suitable dgf
fe (;o}::, rom two or three grains of calomel about every se-

0;1 our, witha dose of opium now and then. It is fortu-
:1};3 € w_here. acute or sub-acute inflammation at once yields to
: & én'uted influences of bleeding and purging, blistering, and
éno }nes,é'or then of course no subsequent treatmentgi; ne‘

essary ; but asfaras [ have observ. ‘

. : ) served, these measures off
fa‘fil cgmple.tely to eradicate the inflammation, and leave a ki:g
of su dued degree of it, which bas s tendency 1o produce or.
ga}inc derangement ; so that we not unfrequently see persons
who drag ab(_)ut diseased hodies for years; and who referth
origin of their chronic ailment to the dyee i

f the viol
tack former] tai The i atlial A
- y sustained.  The immediate relics of acute and

-acute inflammation have so given way to the o

use'of calomel and opium, where the reduced conditigporf% l111;1"3
patient precluded further evacuations, that I cannot I;] f(:) :
thisas an additional reason in favour of the practice hzr: ?f’e

in inflammatory afs
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commended. All the precautions, however, before urged
with respect to regimen and rest, should never be lost sight
of, if we wish to avoid the insidious underminings of chronic
after acute or sub-acute diseases. In typhus and similar fe-
vers low degrees of inflammation are often kept up by the
continued operation of the specific cause maintaining an in-
crease of the heart’s action. In such cases, when calomel is
given so as to purge daily and at last to produce shight ptya-
lism, the result will generally be favourable: this 1s the mode
which I have often successfully pursued in the Fever Institu-
tion, where the lateness of the admission preciuded blood-let-
ting; but in very weak habits, in which much nervous irrita-
tion existed, 1 have prescribed calomel as a purgative only,
for reasons which were before stated.
As far as the constitutions of patients are concerned, mer-
cury is most suitable to the robust. Hence in generél itis
better borne by males than females, by the active than the se-
dentary, by the well than the badly fed, and hence, too, in ge-
neral it is also better borne by the bhardy inhabitants of the
country, than by their degenerate offspring who have constant-
ly resided in large crowded cities. Whatever decidedly
creates the nervous temperament, whatever renders the body
highly sensitive, most certainly makes patients less capable of
sustaining mercury as an alterative ; and when such, there-
fore, labour under fever, it will for the most part be adviseable
to give calomel simply asa purgative; for in them if it be
pushed on to produce any thing like ptyalism, it will fre-
quently occasion a tremulous tongue, an irregular action of the
heart, and other symptoms of high irritation. 1In the febrile
complaints of infants, too, for the most part calomel should
only be prescribed as a purgative, because they partake of
the nervous temperament by having an exalted sensibility.—
For the same reason, in those secondary fevers which come on
shen the subjects of them are weak and emaciated from the
previous attack, calomel ought only to be givenas an occa-
sional cathartic, when the bowels are loaded ; but the excite-
ment having been once lessened by evacuations from that
quarter, moderate doses of opium will often answer an excel-
lent purpose. It was formerly noticed, that mercury was im-
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proper as an alterative in that external species of erythematic
inflammation which attacks emaciated subjects just as they
are convalescent from a protracted fever ; and the same re-
mark is applicable to internal inflammations occurringin consti-
tutions, the strength of which has been broken up by any other
cause whatsoever; forin them mercury produces an extreme
relaxation and irritation which they cannot sustain, and indeed
they are far more fitted for the tranquillizing operation of
opium.’ But there are two interesting diseases concerning
which a few remarks shall be subjoined, as calomel has been
found useful inthe one, and opium in the other, and as they
have either a relation to arterial inflammation, or to venous
congestion.*

# Tn another treatise I have expressed it as my full conviction, that mer-
cury is much abused in chronic diseases, to which it has certainly been too

universally applied ; but | cannot refrain from mentioning here, that my g

friend Dr. Ayre, in his excellent treatise on Marasmus, has introduced 2 sub-
stantial improvement in the mode of administering mercury in chronic affec-
tions of the liver, the minute doses which he recommends being generally
preferable to ordinary ones. :

INSANITY.




