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PREFACE.

Ta1s book was intended as a “MoNTH OF MARY.”
It would have been published a few months ago had it
not been for the illness of the author, However, better
late thatf never, and by the clients of Mary it may be
made to suit any month in the year.

At the suggestion of a child of Mary, its title is « A
Crowx For Our QUEEN,” in which the author has
tried to intertwine his own humble thoughts and the
remembered ideas of others with the holy trmths of
faith regarding Mary’s place in the plans of God. Would
that the crown were worthier of our Queen!

The book substantially -contains, in enlarged form, a
a series of instructions given every Sunday evening, for
several years, to the Children of Mary, of the Cathedral
of Mobile, Alabama. Indeed, it belongs to them as
much as it does to the author. They ingpired it—he
only wrote if.

The book closes with some simple little legends pub-
lished in French, with the approbation of the Bishop of
Limoges, and kindly translated by a Child of Mary.
The book is dogmatic as well as devotional, for what is
devotion but the blooming and blossoming and fruitage
of dogma? If it leads a single soul, through Mary, to
Jesus, the anthor will feel that his humble work has
God’s blessing. He asks for nothing more.

In a work on the Grandeurs of Mary written by
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Father D’Argentan, a Capuchin monk of the last cen-
tury, the author of this book found and used many
beautiful thoughts. But if there be a single sentence
in this work which is not in perfect accord with Faith
and Faith’s authoritative expressions—that sentence is
here and in advance condemned and repudiated by the

author,
A. J. RYAN.
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INTRODUCTION.

SHALL we say it? Why not? We might as well
and we must, for it is an alarming fact which thoufr};
seen of all, seems to alarm but a few, and these: few t?m
wat(:'hers on the towers of truth. The humble spirit of
Chf‘lstian faith is on the wane everywhere aroﬁnd us
w!nle the proud spirit of human reason is waxing Estronl:r
with a giant's strength, gaining the force Whizh f-siiﬁ
seems to be losing. Real strength? Not at all. ;Tis
only a seeming strength, the effect of falsehood’s stimu-
I;‘mts, for falsehood is a stimulant, while truth is food
That strength will not last, but the harm it is doinf;
In-a-y and will. A servant may don the royal robes or;'
his master, but he is not therefore king. :

So falsehood, or if you will, kuowlecire without faith
(they often look and speak alike, as if :t:hey were akin)
may wear a kingly mantle and crown, and wield ‘:
slceptl.'e of authority, and command the fealty which i(s
the right of faith alone; and many may kneel down
before the usurper's throne with the tender of their
homage; yet none the less, whether they know it or not
a:'e.they committing an act of high treason against th;,
majesty of truth, the while they are violating thae sp;ritllal
Imv.s of their being and betraying the sacti'etl honor ;f
their own reason; for the weakening of faith is a sign
of the weakening of reason, i
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Revelation accepted by faith is the coronation of
reason. Revelation rejected for mere human knowledge
is reason’s enslavement.

Our age possesses (and sooth to say in boastfulness)
the gift of pens and of tongues, and of words and of
notions, and of guesses and of theories, but it does not
possess the gift of true thought. By our age, we mean
the children of this generation, “who are Wiser in their
day than the children of light.” Itisa talking and not a
thinking generation. Ithasa superficial smartness in
its own sphere—intelligent, perhaps, as the word goes,
but not intellectual. It chatters—that, and nothing
more. 'To the supernatural it says, “No, begone, I deny
and reject yon.” A few men stand apart from the chat-
terers who teach them the glory of saying No to any-
thing beyond the limits of their genses and the reach of
their comprehension.

These are the philosophers. They are hailed as
the liberators of the human mind, and when they
die they are buried in Westminsters. They are
crowned with laurel, and not with thorns, for their
theories. They have no Calvary nor Cross; and it so
happens, when they die their graves do not open nor do
they rise again. The philosophers are quite different
from Christ. They teach, and what? The novel and
the uncertain. The uncertain takes with the thought-
Jess. There is a strang@fascination about it. It is a new
face with a vague beauty. It charms—so does the
serpent. o

To the dear old familiar features of truth men grow
indifferent. With their knowledge they will “become
like God.” ’Tis the old temptation of Eden over again.
God’s word they reject for the serpent’s word; divine




