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PREFACE.

Tae journals and other papers: of Mary Capper were
entrusted by herself to the care and revision of the editor,
with the understanding that any use might be made of them
which, after her decease, shonld appear to be right. The
present compilation is, in . consequence, now- offered to the
public, with the hope that the cause of truth and righteousness—

that camse which was so dear to the subject of this memoir

YORK: PRINTED BY JOHN L LINNREY

through a long life, may be served thereby,

The character of Mary Capper is pretty fully developed
m the subseguent pages; yet it may be allowed to the
editor, who had the privilege of near intimacy  with her for
almost half a century, to remark, that in preparing this work
for “the press, and “consequently dwellilg much on the life
and conversation of this devotedly. pious individual, - she -has
been particalarly impressed with the. cheerful contentment. of
spirif, manifested under the varying circumstances of her life.
This is the more striking when the feebleness of lier bodily
powers, the enlarged liberality ‘of her mind, ‘and her. deep feeling

s, SR for hnman sorrows, are taken into account, together with her
edt VY. N IR | JB! p .
Doy p e fi Iimited pecuniary resources and small’ personal accommodations.
* UMY LEDN $

c )

It is true, she was often entrusted with the means of re-

lieving those in distress, which was to her a source of
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genuine delight; but she steadfastly refused repeated offers
of increased comforts for herself; preferring to dwell in com-
parative obscurity; and in'the close vicinity of those dear friends
whose society and kindness had largely contributed, for a long
course of years, to her enjoyment. =~ Another object which she had
in view was, to be so situated as to occasion, to such friends
as might be passing throungh the town, liftle inconvenience
in paying her a visit; for such was her modest estimate of
her own attainments, that she could not suppose her friends
would incline; or could snitably be expeeted, to come far fo
make her a call.

Many, however, as will' be seen in the. following pages,
could bear their testimony to the solid satisfaction which such
visits. afforded them; and this undoubtedly proceeded from
the conviction, that the chief pursmit of Mary Capper’s hife had
been to honour her Lord and Master; by tlns she gave the
strongest proof of her gratitude for the love of God, extended

to her in Jesus Christ her Saviour; whose peace was richly

shed abroad in her heart, and more especially so as she

approached his heavenly kingdom, where all is peace and love,

and joy in the Holy Ghost, and that for ever!

KATHARINE BACKHOUSE.

Darlington, 1847.
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CHAPTER 1.
PARENTAGE, EDUCATION, &c.

Mazry Capprr was born on the 11th of the 4th month, 1755.
She was the daughter of William and Rebecea Capper, of
Rugeley, in Staffordshire. They had a very numerous family,
consisting of ten soms and four daughters; some of whom
Lived to adyanced age.

Johu, their first-born, was a merchant in Londen, where he
died in 1835, after completing his 88th year; James also died
the same year in that city, at the age of eighty-ome; having

been, during fifty years, Rector of Wilmington; Susses.

The whole family were brought up by their parents as mem-
bers of the Episcopal Church, to which they themselves were
conscientiously attached.

Mary, the subjectiof the following Memoir, possessed a mind
of 1o ordinary description ; energetic and contemplative, she
Sesmed peculiarly prepared;, as Divine Grace was allowed to
operate upon her gifted mind, to throw aside the prejudices
of education, and to stem. the torrent of opposing opinion.

Her' susceptible  heart was, however, 'keenly alive to the
sorrows of others, and deep were her sufferings, when, for a
time, her religions views broke the harmony of the domestic
circle; but having taken up the cross of Christ, she was mer-
cifully enabled to follow her Lord in simple obedience, and in
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MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER,

full reliance upon his power to preserve and strengthen her
through every frial.

Much of-the-aceount of her childhood was penned after she
had attained the age of eighty years; and a more lively de-
seription cannot be given to the reader than in her own words.

“ My dear Parents,” she writes, “accustomed their children
to. read the Seriptures, The religious instruction of my child-

hood was, I think, ‘received from my dear mother. O! she

was a deeply tried Chyistian Mother,
% *
I think that it-was about my tenth year that I was sent to

my! Aunt Langford, at Macclesfield in Cheshire. She was a
serions member of the National Establishment, a very respect-
able, widowed, gentlewoman. Under her kind care, I was
instructed in the strict| observance of religious forms; to re-
member the text of every sermon that' I heard; to write the
Collects, &e. but 1 do not recollect much serious impression
being made on my mind. About this time, there was a great
talk about Methedism ; eur relations, the Rows, of Macclesfield,*
were said to have turned Methodists, and were lightly spoken of
and ridiculed. T well remember that T felt sorry for this; beeause
I thought,. if they were good people, and only differed from others
in the way that they thought was right, they ought to be loved.

T was allowed to go, with my young companions, to the
theatre and various other places of amusement; and T do not
recollect , that. any remark was made, upon time being thus
squandered and mis-spent.

On my return home, some domestic changes had taken place;
my second brother, Samuel, was settled in business at Birmingham;
and -as he was still - young; it was. considered best, for; my
Father to be much with him; so that my dear Mother was
frequently left with my eldest brother, John, and the younger
children, at Rugeley. Nursing and needlework were my proper

* One of these was H. A. Rogers, of whom an instructive little memoir is
published. —ED.
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employments, but T was fond of active play; ont-doing my com-
panions at ball, jumping, sliding, &e.”

# The following extracts from a diary kept by Mary Capper, about
this period, show the mammer in which her time was chiefly
occupied, and the wnfoldings of her youthful mind.

“9th. My friend K. Barbor drank tea with me. How
delightful and improving is the company of a good and worthy
friend! I think I have read that friendship is too noble a
passion for female minds; but why so? , Have we not souls as
well as men P and as capable of the worthiest attainments !

107k Went to prayers with Mrs. Barbor; a truly good
woman.

17Zh. 1 have been out four days together ; this will never do,
therefore I must turn over a new leaf.

18Zk. At home all day, and very industrious, as though T was
resolved to make amends for my former loss of timey but I don’t
much like all work and no play.

644, Paid a morning visit to Mrs. Parks; please to observe,
I took my work with me !

13#4. Mamma and Sister arrived well.

15¢.~My Brother prevailed npon Mamma to stay till to-
morrow. I am grieved at the thoughts of leaving the country,
Just now that everything is in perfection, to go and bury one’s
self in Birmingham, where one does not feel a refreshing breeze,
nor sec a green leaf; exeept a few nasty withered things in the
church yard, once in the year. 1 have not patience to think of
it | but Parents must be obeyed.

17¢k. Got safe to Birmingham.

7% I'went in the evening fo Mr. Bralesford’s, to be examined
by the Rev. Mr. Nicklin.

8¢%. Went to Church; we were very fortunate, as we got
there before it was much crowded ; when we were confirmed. T
walked with Miss Freer, in a very grave and serious humour.”

Respecting this circumstanice, she subsequently remarks, <« At
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MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1769-

a snitable age, with great seriousness, and heart contriting im-
pressions, I went through the ceremony of confirmation by the
Bishop ;-a ceremony of no-small import in my view; as whab
had been promised for me by my sponsors, I was, in accordance
with this ontward rite, bound to perform, as then of age to take
the responsibility myself ; viz. to deny all pomp and vanity ; to
walk in God’s holy will ‘and commandments all the days of my
life.—Knowing that T came very short of this, I was distressed,
and mourned much in secret. I was afraid to mention my feel-
ings, as they seemed strange, and I did not know of any one who
had the like.

1044 Mamma, &c. came from Rugeley.

117#4. Sister Rebecca and I were at the play, with Mr. Nicklin
and brother Jasper.

13¢k. A very good sermon, by the Rev. Mr. Nicklin.

14k, Mamma told me of a fault in my behaviour, a repetition
of which ['will endeavour to aveid.

November 104k, Received a very polite’ invitation from Miss
Capper to spend a few days at Castle Bromwich.

Y424, Axrived there,

19741 do not know the meaning of it, but I never in my hfe
wished more sincerely to be at home.

21st. Mrs. Capper is so kind as to promise to take me to
Birmingham on Monday. I shall be heartily glad when I get
into Bull Street.

28rd. Seb out for home with a joyful heart. My Father re-
ceived a sensible and dutiful letter from brother Jasper. O!
how my Father’s eye glistened with true paternal tenderness !
That we may all unite, and strive to give joy to the hearts of our
worthy Parents, is and shall be, my constant prayer.

The following letter was addressed to Mary Capper by her
Mother, when left on one occasion as housckeeper at Bir-
mingham :—

1769.] MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER.

“April 17th, 1769.
My Drar Morwy,
You are a good girl for writing, agreeable to promise, every
week ; pray continue to do so. T observed what you said about

Miss Freer’s riding-dress ; but, my dear child, consider you are

not Miss Freer, but one of number twelve ; therefore, no super-
fluities can or ought to be expected. I was much pleased with
one of your letters, wherein you say, ‘I have been strongly
solicited to go out this evening, but have withstood the tempta-
tion” O! my dear girl, may you have grace to withstand every
temptation to evil, or imprudent things; and that you may be
able to say, ‘Get thee behind me, Satan! for I am resolved
already ; and my Jesus, who vanquished thee upon the cross,
will assist my weakness, and enable me to overcome thy temp-
tations I’ Assist and enable us He will, whenever we call sin-
cerely upon Him; and I doubt not, my dear child, you have
already experienced a pleasing satisfaction whenever you have
denied yourself any amusement, though innocent, if it interfered
with what was right and necessary to be done.
Your Mother,

ReBecoa Capper.”

In adverting to these days, M. C. writes, “1 was, at times,
and many times in early life, very thoughtful as to the genuine
effect of religion on the mind. My constitution was weak,
which T have considered one among other favours ; for my nature
was volatile, and I was much left as to outward restraints ; and,
indeed, urged to go to public amusements, plays, dances, &ec.
which were considered innocent. The first contrary impression
that T distinetly remember was once, whilst on my knees, at my
accustomed evening prayers ; my thoughts being confused and
dissipated, I lay down comfortless, believing that whatever dis-
tracted and hindered prayer must be wrong. This impression
rested with me; and from time to time, led to deep reflection
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and secret conflict. The witness for trnth left me not; and as
little sacrifices, such as declining gay parties, seemed to yield a
peaceful calm; T was favoured with resolution to persevere. 0!
how T wept over my dear/ Mother’s- Jetter, though she knew not
all the temptations I was subjected to. ~One oceasion, I think, I
cannot forget, because it is sealed by mercy and by experience to
this day; though' the thing was, in itself, comparatively little,
and I was then young, Being tempted to take some fruit, in a
garden where I.was unobserved, and being on the point of
gathering it, a sudden cheek arrested me.  Lcannot distinetly
describe it, but I-walked from the spot with a sweetness of inward
peace, indescribable; such as T think T had never before known ;
and it arose/in my heart, and has remained inany understanding,
this is the teaching of the grace of God; or, in other words, of
the Holy Spirit!' This, we had been tanght to believe, would
enable us.to overcome evil ; but it is not sufficiently understood ;
and when gently developed in the sfill, ‘small voice, it is
frequently mot obeyed ; and the quick sense of its secret monitions
becomes less discernible.

External objects, ‘and 'the too general example of Christian
professors, entangle and-allure the mind; the doctrine of the
Cross of Christ, or the self-denial thereby taught, is rarely brought
into view; or possibly, little understood, farther than as regards
strictly moral conduct, and a due observance of religions insti-
tates. /This I write, mot uncharitably, nor by way of censure.
Ah! no; I was favoured with a sense of good, under such
restraints as these; before I underwent the ceremony of confirma-
tion ; and for several years after this, during many little fluctna-
tions fin the domestic arrangements, T confinued serious;,. and

given  to’ retirement. . O how would' the enemy of all good,

sometimes come in like a flood, and almost terrify me with evil
thoughts and suggestions. It would be vain to attempt setting
forth the hidden striving of nature with the light which manifests
the evil, separating the precions from the vile, I was mot
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obstinately rebellious, though my temper was naturally hasty and
mpatient. On some oceasions, my brother James was a gentle
reprover, and was in example, kind. In after years, he became
my advocate, as a Christian brother ; for he believed me sincere,
though his religious views were not in accordanee with mine.

My brother John married and settled at Rugeley, after which
event the rest of the family went to reside at Birmingham with
our Parents.”

This brings us o a new era in the domestic circle to which
M. C. makes some allusion in mentioning the change which after-
wards took placg in her religious views; and as this change of
view and practice first became obvious in her brother Jasper, a
few particulars relating to him may -here be-aceeptable to the
reader, and useful, as a connecting link in the history of M. C.

He was about four years older than she was, and tenderly
attached fo her. When quite young, he was sensible of the
quickening influence of the Holy Spirit visiting his soul, and it
became: his practice reverently to read a portion of the Holy
Scriptures before he left his room in a moming. On these ocea-
sions he frequently sat for a time in silence, in order to wait
upon Him, who, he felt persuaded, alone could open the sacred
writings to his understanding. While a young man, he accom-
pamed his brother James (who was about to take orders as a
clergyman) to-London ; and - during their stay there, they called
upon Mary Knowles, who was an acquaintance of the family.*

® As there is frequent mention made of this individual in the narrative, it
may not be irrelevant to remark, that she was eminent for her great intellectual
powers, and for her taste and skill in painting and in needlework; in which
arts she excelled in her.imitations of nature.  Her conversational powers were
so-great, and so peculiarly fascinating, that her company wis mueh sought, and
she was thereby induced' to'mix unprofitably; with many worldly minded persons,
to her own great loss. She outlived her husband many years, and attained to
advanced age. Asshe drew near the close of life, she was, through mercy,
permitied a long illness, during which she was made to feel the burden of sin,
and to lament over her mis-spent time and mis-applied talents; and there is

reason to hope that the ery of her penitent spirit was heard, and that she was
made 1 partaker of the salvation which is in Christ.
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On being informed of Jamess prospects, she gave them a
description of the qualifications which she deemed essential to a
true minister of ~thegospel. - This address, while it produced
Little effect wpon the ‘mind of James; sank deeply into that of
Jasper; and he was, in. consequence, induced to go to a Friends’
meeting. | Farther reflection, enquiry and conviction were the
means of attracting him, wery closely to this religions society ;
but he had much suffering ‘to pass throngh, 4n - various ways,
before he became a member of it

His Parents, who appear scarcely to have considered the
Society of Friends to be Christians, from partaking in an ignor-
ance of their. prineiples which was then very prevalent, were, of
course, much opposed to his being united to such.a body ; and
his Father treated him with a severity which was cause of great
sorTow to his affectionate heart ; yet 'he was enabledto continue
firm in what he saw to be required of him. He obtained some
employment in Liendon, where he was kindly noficed by a few
Friends, and the house of John Fry, in Whitechapel, was always
open to him,

One “day, while he was in much distress, on account of his
Father’s objecting to assist, or-even to seo him, he went to J.
Fry’s and found several Friends assembled ; among whom was
Barbara Drewry, who was engaged in religions testimony. He
quietly took his seat near the door of the room ; when, without
knowing anything of his situation, she /addressed him \very re-
markably ; expressing lier appréhension that he was under great
conflict respecting some requiring of duty; and her full
belief that, if he became obedient to the will of the Lord
therein, though he might be ealled upon to give up all that was
most dear to him, and.every prospect of outward advantage; yet
the Lord would abundantly recompense him, and would Ldtimutel_v
bless him, not only with spiritaal, but with temporal increase.

This - proved to him -like a brook by the way, and con-

tributed fo strengthen his resolution to make surrender of .
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his all to Divine disposal. Being fully convinced of the neces-
sity of a truly religious life; he soon became sensible of g
sincere desire for the best welfare of his dear connexions, and
he ventured to write to his sister Mary, endeavouring to awaken
in her mind a serious concern for her eternal salvation, This
letter, however, failed in producing the effect designed, and he
received from his Sister an answer which was very unsatisfactory
to him ; the following is extracted from his reply to it.

“To Miss CarrER, Brrumvemaar

London, 284 September, 1776.
Duawn Sistez,

It ismob my intention to enter into a religious controversy, or
to persuade you or any one (for T have not myself been persuaded)
mnto my errors of Judgment ; if, as you say, I have blindly and
enthusiastically fallen into! them ; but on the contrary, would
gladly acknowledge, my weakness and be thankful to be set right.
I desire to ask you this question ; by what standard did you
examine my letter® Not by the doctrine of our Saviour and
his apostles I am convinced, or you could not have aceused me of
enthusiasm ; for, as I understand the word, enthusiasm is a
mistaken zeal ; but, where zeal js directed by truths handed down
t0 us/for our direction, it cannot be too fervent.  Our misfortume
15, We cannot.always maintain’ such-a zeal.  If you call it a fit
becanse it is a frame of mind which I am likely to fall ffom, I
agree to it ; but this is owing to my own weakness, and for want
of steadfast faith and trust in Him who would support me ; but
to prove that T was, at the time of writing to you,/ under proper
Impressions, could I constantly maintain them, they would not
only warm my heart with a continual sense of the gratitude due
to my Redeemer, but render it impossible for me to do any one
an injury, or fall into the least sin. Ought then these Impres-
sions to be stifled ? or ought we not. rather to press after them ?
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If T remember right, T addressed myself to your leart before,
but yon have answered me in haste, and I am sensible never
asked your poor heart one question about it ; but in the strength
of your own reason yow have confided; and I will endeavour to
prove. that you have trusted to a broken reed ; therefore answer
me a question ; and if your heart does not give it the negative,
then ask yourself, if you do not deny your Redeemer, by making
the Gospel of none effect. - Did your heart assent to this asser-
tion in your letter? viz. that-you *look upon a sincere, humble
and uniform adherence to the rules of moral duties as the sub-
stance of our faith and doctrine.” Surely not ! for this excludes
Christianity ; as it is possible to be a strict moralist without one
grain of true religion ; for many of the Heathens were so, and
even Atheists may be so.

Our blessed Saviour himself condenmed the Scribes and Phari-
sees, Who were strictly moral ; they carried themselves uprightly
as to them moral characters, and were looked upon by the world
as the best of men ; they fasted twice in the week, and were not
(as-one of them said) extortioners, unjust, &e. and they gave
tithes of‘all that they possessed; yet what does the Lord, who
knew their hearts, call them? Hypocrites, who prayed to God
with their lips, but whose hearts were far from Him !

How is 1t frequently with us? are not yon and I like unto
them ?

If I have advanced anything in my letter which is unscriptural,
point it out to me ; if not, how is it enthusiasm ?

If we believe that we ©must one day give an account for every
idle word;’ and that, ©whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever
we do, we must do' all for the glory ‘of God,” (which we must
believe, or deny our professed faith,) can we wateh too narrowly
over ourselves ? or endeavour, too carefully, to avoid what may
tend in the least to alienate our affections from the things which
are above ?

¢To enjoy is to obey.” Was our Saviour sent upon earth as a
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pattern for us ?  Did He enjoy the good things of this life in the
manner you speak of - We are told to use the things of this life
$0 as not to abuse them, but never to rejoice in them, that T re-
member.  When the Apostles were beaten, and departed from
the presence of the council rejoicing, was it enjoying the good
things of this life? No! it was rejoieing in the Lord ; and I
helieve, that to enjoy his presence, we must obey his leadings.
Read the first chapter of John, and tel] mge what you can make
of it, without this belief. In the Epistle to the C orinthians, the

llumuﬂ\ Ot (JO(( are “P()Lell Ui ‘as QO(‘[‘D“ful, ‘(xt f([“ T"S l‘eJOIC-

mg.” Were not these, think you, called by those who did not
listen to them, a morose set of fellows ? Yet, were they not
emjoying and obeying® Thus it is with almost all religious
people.

I shall not wish for quite so sudden an answer as to my last,
but one mere to the matter, and ho; nestly produced by serious
Jndgment; a little farther from the surface then your other. My
mtention was, not to aceuse nor to dictate, but to warm you with
a desire to enguire after these things.

In true brotherly love, being sensible of my ownerrors, fiomi'a
very sinful neglect,

Your true friend and affectionate brother,
Jasper Capper.”

No remark is preserved respecting the effect of this letter on
Mary Capper’s mind, but it-appears to have induced her to reflect
very seriously npon her own condition, and to make some
enquiry into the faith and practice of the Society fo-which her
brother had become 'so much attached. ' She w as, at that time, in
very delicate health, and her Parents resolved (probably under
the influence of various motives) to place her in a family in
France, for a time.

On this account she was brought into new and trying cirenm-
stances ; and it is thought that copious extracts from hey journal
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at that time, will not be without interest in many ways; especially
to those in early life, who will see that she possessed a very lively
Imagination and warm feelings; and who may, by the perusal,
be the befter prepared to appreciate the'sacrifices which she had
afterwards to make, in order to obtain peace of mind, and to
become the humble disciple of a crucified Tord,

MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER.

CHAPTER I1.
SOJOURN IN FRANCE.

“Birmingham, Ocsler 19¢4, 1776.

Very busy making Ppreparations to set out for London, in the
diligence, to-morrow morning, with Mr. and Miss Bingham ; the
latter purposing to accompany me to Paris, or some other pari of
France, where I am going for the recovery of my health, which
hads been upon the decline for some months,

London, Tuesday, 2st—JFust arrived at the Castle and
Falcon ; much fatigued, having travelled all night without sleep.

We arrived at Stratford at ten o’clock; and there met with several
of Bingham’s friends, who were at the inn ; we supped together
very jovially, after which we resumed our journey with fresh
spirits ; indeed we then stood in need of owr best courage, for it
was very dark and the roads bad ; this, with the fears that we
had of being robbed, was dismal enough. Just as morning began
to dawn we reached Oxford; the daylight advanced with all the
beautiful attendants of a fine morn, and it was most delightfally
pleasant. - Breakfasted at Tetsworth; and heartily rejoiced we were,
for we were really hungry. T hore the Journey better than I
could have imagined ; after paying proper attention to the bread
and butter, we once again set forward 5 1t was a glorious day, and
the country. appeared beautifal; in spite of the rigorous season.
Immediately on my arrival at my journey’s-end, I 'wrote to my
brother Jasper, and he came half an hour after. T fainted several
times, which is not surprising, as T was much fatigued.
Wednesday, 22nd. Was taken to bed last night very ill. My
affectionate brother, who had never seen me in that way before,
was quite alarmed, and sent for Dr. Knowles. T have slept
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at that time, will not be without interest in many ways; especially
to those in early life, who will see that she possessed a very lively
Imagination and warm feelings; and who may, by the perusal,
be the befter prepared to appreciate the'sacrifices which she had
afterwards to make, in order to obtain peace of mind, and to
become the humble disciple of a crucified Tord,
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CHAPTER I1.
SOJOURN IN FRANCE.

“Birmingham, Ocsler 19¢4, 1776.

Very busy making Ppreparations to set out for London, in the
diligence, to-morrow morning, with Mr. and Miss Bingham ; the
latter purposing to accompany me to Paris, or some other pari of
France, where I am going for the recovery of my health, which
hads been upon the decline for some months,

London, Tuesday, 2st—JFust arrived at the Castle and
Falcon ; much fatigued, having travelled all night without sleep.

We arrived at Stratford at ten o’clock; and there met with several
of Bingham’s friends, who were at the inn ; we supped together
very jovially, after which we resumed our journey with fresh
spirits ; indeed we then stood in need of owr best courage, for it
was very dark and the roads bad ; this, with the fears that we
had of being robbed, was dismal enough. Just as morning began
to dawn we reached Oxford; the daylight advanced with all the
beautiful attendants of a fine morn, and it was most delightfally
pleasant. - Breakfasted at Tetsworth; and heartily rejoiced we were,
for we were really hungry. T hore the Journey better than I
could have imagined ; after paying proper attention to the bread
and butter, we once again set forward 5 1t was a glorious day, and
the country. appeared beautifal; in spite of the rigorous season.
Immediately on my arrival at my journey’s-end, I 'wrote to my
brother Jasper, and he came half an hour after. T fainted several
times, which is not surprising, as T was much fatigued.
Wednesday, 22nd. Was taken to bed last night very ill. My
affectionate brother, who had never seen me in that way before,
was quite alarmed, and sent for Dr. Knowles. T have slept
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tolerably. Walked with my Brother and my friend Bingham,
mto Cheapside. Dined with my Uncle Smallwood, and spent a
rational, agreeable evening with Dr. and Mis, Knowles, at their
housein Tngram Court. - T admire the doctor more, [ think, than
any man I ever met with.  He strikes me as a man of learning
and affability ; polite without ceremony ; perfeetly good humoured
without the least tincture of levity ; chamtable to all, in thought,
word and deed. Tt is easy toimagine that no‘one could possess
all these qualities without being, in the true semsc of the word, a
Christian. | Though' the ‘doctor is, by profession, a’Quaker, he is
far from endeavouring to influence the judgment of -others. We
had much serious conversation, and my heart felt-interested in
every word that fell from the mouth of the worthy 'doctor. «.I
wish, if my stay intown permits, frequently to repeat these visits.
I do mot wonder at my dear Jasper being impatient to introduce
me info such. company, as he knew my inclinations too well to
suppose that T should find it irksome. T 'wish T could prevail
upon all my acquaintance tolay aside all their trivial ways of
killing time, by playing at cards and such diversions; and in
their room, to institute improving, rational conversation’; it would
undoubtedly be better for society in general; we should then
enjoy ourselves i reality. How far more praiseworthy those are
who spend their time in searching after and admiring the wonder-
ful power and goodness of the Almighty, than suchias think of
little but the gratification of the senses; who searcely know' or

consider how or wherefore this grand universe is supported, or

whether governed by a Supreme, All-powerful Being !
Naney Fry, a very pleasing young person, drank tea with us i
I was struck with her appearance and wish to be better acquainted.
The doctor does not approve of ‘my intention of going nto a
Convent, as he thinks I shall be in great danger of having my
sentiments as to religion totally changed; he remarked that the
transition from our form of worship to that of the Romish Church

was very trifing, and might possibly be brought about, almost
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imperceptibly, as they Spare 1o pains to gain a proselyte. This
has quite unsettled my designs, as T would by no means throw
myself into the midst of dangers, the nature of which I am
entirely unacquainted with.. We took our leave of these worthy
Friends, with a promise, willingly made on my part, to dine with
them on Friday, if nothing prevent.

Thrsday, 23rd. My brother Jasper called and took us to dine
with my brother William, who lives with M. Railton, Holborn
Bridge. Railton appears to be a sensible worthy character.
After we had had coffee we called a coach, intending to go and
spend the evening with my Uncle Capper, in Berkeley Square;
but an unaccountable whim entermg the head of my brother
William, (prompted; I make no doubt, ‘by lis' wish to give us
pleasure,) he asked if we should have any objection to. see the
Beggar’s Opera, to be performed. that night. I was inclined to
refuse; but fancying that my friend had a desire to hear Miss
Catley, I accompanied her without reluctance. My disappoint-
ment and disgust are not to be described ; T had heard much of
the shining qualities of Miss Catley, and therefore expeeted some-
thing extraordinary ; but of all the figures I ever saw, she is the
most miserable; and her impudence is inconceivable. In the
midst of my chagrin, I could not help feeling emotions of pity for
the poor unhappy wretch, who, in her serious moments, must eall
to mind a life spent in such @ manner; how melancholy a retros-
peet] L may truly say, my intended pleasute was turned info
actual pain. I was very ill afterwards.

Friday, 24th. My brother Jasper called upon me; he was not
pleased at my last night’s expedition ; in truth T was vexed at
myself, - I could not help making a comparison between the
different feclings with which T retired to rest last evening and the
night before; one all hurry and confusion, without one rational
idea; the other calm, serene and pleasing ; with a train of ideas,
delightful, quiet and composed. I very joyfully performed my
promise of spending the day in Ingram Court, and it was as
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agreeable as T expected. The doctor was at home all the after-
noon, and we had much serions conversation, in which my heart
was interested, the doctor and his wife explained the benefit
arising from silent-meefings, which T am convinced must be yery
great’; we aré then freed from all external objects, and wait upon
the  Lord, in silent submission’; which must doubtless be a far
more: acceptable sacrifice than those forms of prayer that are
repeated by the lips when the'spirit is far from God. This silent
meditation is certainly an excellent preparation for vocal prayer.

Saturday, 25th: Nancy Fry called, and went with us to a Mr.
Williamson’s, a person who keeps bees in a glass-hive ; it is very
entertaining to see these industrious little creatures all busied in
their various ocenpations,

Sunday, 26¢k. Went, with my brother J asper, to the Quaker’s
meeting, 'and was exceedingly pleased with one of the female
preachers. There was silence nearly an hour and 4 half, in which
time T was ‘prepared to receive instruetion, and 1/felt the foree of
what T heard. ~Returned to our lodgings well satisfied with
silent worship.

27k Bingham purposes going to speak to a Miss Nicholls, a
young“person who is going | into a ‘Convent at Boulogne. Dined
and spent a very agreeablé day with Nancy Fry’s Parents in
Whitechapel. I admire the whole family exceedingly ; such
marks of sincerity and friendly civility I scarcely ever received.
I shall actually venerate this society of people; for among those
that I am acquainted with, there reigns such a universal spirit of
affection, with a real desire fo please, that I cannot help being
strongly attached to those sentiments which are productive of
these social delights ; to me far more engaging than the pompous
parade that attends the proudly great.

20¢h. Mr." Bmgham' and my brother went with us to the

Tower, in order to look at the vessel in which we propose

embarking ; the Captain is an elderly polite man; he informed

1S

as that his daughter would accompany us to Boulogne, where 1
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family resides, He could not say when he should sail.; - t‘hcr.e
are Pw» Warrants out, a Protection is necessary, or It 1s ;_)0551-
ble that all the men may be taken. On expressing our dwlc to
see the curiosities in the Tower, out obliging conductors willingly
complied ; and being informed that there were no 1‘)(':15{.5. \\'ut)tllt
seeing, the old lion, &e. being gone to the shades of tlu?u.‘xm e
ancestors, we visited the Arsenal. I was much pleased with ‘thc
regular form in which all the arms are placed. . Could the nnnq
be divested of the idea of destruction, for which rh.ose m-np(.ms
are designed, it would be possible to behold, \.\'uh pk:a:‘mg
astonishment, the perfection which has been :u'rn'.(:d z\‘t'm the
manufacture.  On our return we had some c")n\‘er..'sntlm} with two
young girls who had just come from the [.rsuhmz Conyent at
.Boul;;gm-, and wete not discouraged by their account. j\.bout
five o’clock T took leave of my friend, as I had accepu:d of Mrs.
Mormig’s invitation to spend a few days with her ab il':)ttﬁuha'm.
She received me with that good nature and affability which
characterise her. T cannot but spend my time agree:\.bilylherf-, 25
in the company of Mrs. Knowles and Mrs. Morris, it. Is impossi-
ble to be otherwise than happy. Very poorly and rct"u'td'tu rest
carly ;- Mary Booth, an.agreeable girl, was my companion.™ 3
Friday, 31st. Poorly all day. Mis. [\nowl.e.s was o obliging
as to read in the life of William - Penn, an eminent Quaker, who
suffered much from persecution, being imprisoned and cruelly
treated on account, of his religious views and Pr:.u:iiccs.‘ H: b-u.re
all with forfitude; supported by the true- spirit-of Christianity,
he overcame all difficulties. *

Tuesday, November 4th. In tolerable health and spirits ; have
fainted but twice since Saturday. - We had eompany to f1111ner.
Friends, a new married couple! ' The more I see of the.'-se
people; the more I admire them ; tllc_\"rccelve each other with
such marks of sincere love and friendship that my heart partakes

# Mary: Booth was afterwards the wife of John Fell.
G




18 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1776.

m their apparent satisfaction. Spent the afterncon in serious
conversation.

5th. Read part.of the life of George Fox, and found myself
interested in his sentiments, which appear to me noble and full of
weight. T quit these kind friends to-morrow.

67%. Dined with Naney Fry at her Father’s, and slept in
Ingram Court.

Friday, T4 Very poorly; soon after breakfast my friend
Bingham and a daughterof Mr. Powell’s, called for me to go on
board the vessel, but the Captain was umable to sail on account
of the fog.

L/{. We embarked on board the “Rour Friends,” Captain
Merriton, accompanied by my  brother Jasper. Our fellow.
passengers appear tolerably agreeable.

117,  After a very tedious passage, landed at Boulogne, sur-
rounded by a number of strange ereaturesy but my attention was
fixed upon two delicate figures, ‘dressed most fantastically. # far

O 2 N B

beneath that creature man, who is s6 proud of being rational P
n . " b :

Their coats were blue and purple, and their hats covered with
varous eoloured feathers; a delicate tincture of rouge, and an
enormously large muff’ completed the whole. A polite English-
man stept from-amid the throng, and we willingly permitted him
to conduet us to the ¢ Ville de Londres,” a poor, dirty inn com-
pared with English houses.  After dinner we walked in the town.
I admire the dress of the tradespeople, which has an, air of decent

simplicity, but what.appeared the most diverting and extraordinary

was that all men and women;, rich and poor, had each a muff: it

; 1t
was very droll fo see a miserable creature in rags and
clogs, with a large muff.

wooden

D) Jebwaon—eioht s i - :
12¢4. Between eight and nine o’clock, 'we were surprised by
as an inhabitant of

the entrance of an old dame, pale and meaare
the grave, attended by two or three young girls
v o o) o

. After our
astonishment had a little subsided, and the ladies were seated, we
. . - . V - 2 :
took the liberty of enquiring from what cause proceeded the
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honour of this early visit ; which, in reality, gave us no satisfac-
tion, as we were not dressed, having only left our bedsa few
minutes before. They, however, made no apology for throwing
us into such consternation, but informed us that they were come
for two young ladies, who came over with the intention of enter-
ing the Convent. Poor Nicholls and Powell did not seem over
pleased with the appearance of their future companions ; however
they agreed to wait upon them after dinner; upon which they
rose and took their leave.

A little after four o’clock, we attended our fellow travellers to
the Ursuline Convent, and delivered them into the hands of six
nuns, who were dressed perfectly neat and plain. We were
informed that the Pensioners rise at five o’clock all the year. To
breakfast is not the custom of the country ; but atiten o’clock,
they dine upon soup, with a morsel of coarse beef, boiled.fo strings.
This is served in a manner by no means elegant. = After this frogal
repast, they are occupied in studies till five o’clock.  Their supper
is roasted meat; with a salad, when the season permits. The
liourof rest is seven. These particulars did not give my friend
and me any strong desire to join them ; and what weighs still
more with us is, that we should be under the mecessity of sub-
mitting to all their customs and superstitions: They have mostly
ﬁfn\un‘pl'ﬂycrs each day, which would be a burden to those who
do not imagine that they shall be heard for their much speaking.
Returned to. our Auberge, and gave up all thoughts of entering a
Convent.

13¢%. Are at a loss how to dispose of ourselves, as our Convent
schieme is quite out of the ¢uestion. My Brother has a letter
from a friend in London to a Mrs. Thomas, which he is gone to
ddliver) and we wait the dssae~—In half anhour after my
brother's refurn, we received an invitation to drink tea with the
lady. We found her alone ; she received us with the politeness
(;1';1 native, and assured us that she would do all in her power

to serve us:
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14¢#4. Called on our friends in their prison, as it may justly be
termed ; we were only allowed to speak to them through an iron
gratespoor. Powell “appeared dissatisfied with her situation,
though she was obliged to put on her best looks, and to say that
she liked it very well, as the governess who was with them under-
stands English. -~ We returned to the inm by the ramparts, which
command. an extensive ‘view of the sea; \and of distant hills,
woods, and ‘villages. . 1 observed a large erucifix, placed on an
eminence in the middle of the town, and was| informed that the
people, \on certain days, flock in great numbers, to offer their
prayers before this figuve. Surely this is.a zealous blindness,
which raises compassion in a thinking mind.!

Just after dinner, as we were peaceably seafed at work, in fley
Mrs. Thomas, almost-out of breath with fmpatience, to inform us

kiest guls in the world; ‘that she had pro-

that we were the luc
cured-a place for us which-could not be. disagreeable, as: the lady
keeps a coach, livesin genteel style, &e:&e. all which she related
in such-haste that we searcely ‘knew what to think; but colleet-
ing 4 little preseneé of mind, we begzed her to be seated, that we
might, talk the matter coolly over. To-morrow she will aceom-
pany us to-Madame Brumet, the lady in question.

15¢#. Mrs. Thomas conducted us to one of the best looking
houses in Boulogne, situated near the ramparts, in the High
Town. We were introduced, by a smart footman, into a pretty
parlour;and. after a few minutes, Madame Brunet made her
appearance, in a neat morning dress. T was much pleased with
her, and we soon fixed upon terms. She was on the point of
going to spend some time at her house in the country, and she
said the coach should (come to the inn for us; inrthe eoiirse of
two hours. We have therefore settled all, and are in readiness.

Herdinghen, Sunday, 16tk of November, 1776. We had an
exceedingly pleasant ride last night to this, the country residence
of Monsieur Brunet; it is fifteen miles from Boulogne ; the roads
are good, being paved with broad flat stones. The noise of the
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carriage in the court brought the whole family to the door.
Bingham and T appeared like walking statues, as we understood
not a word that was addressed to us, Madame Brunet speaks
English, which will be a great relief to us. The family consists
of Monsicur and Madame Brunet, Monsieur Dupont, a relation,
(neither young nor handsome,) two lovely little girls, and a boy
about twelve years old; they all look agreeable. After tea we
went to choose onr chambers ; it is a large handsome honse, with
numberless apartments. We had a very gentecl supper, of
various dishes. The French are, in general, very early risers; I
hope we shall follow this good example. This morning we were
down stairs at half-past seven o’clock. Madame Brunet takes tea
for breakfast, which is pleasant. The family weut to Mass, about
a mile distant. We had an elegant dinner; I admire some of
the French customs; but eannot say I am enchanted with their
manner of eating. = In the afternoon we rode round the village;
the sitmation is delightful ; pleasing and extensive prospects, and

woods and purling streams in abundance. There are two well-

o
built houses near Monsienur Brunet’s; one of them inhabited by a

sister of Madame Brunet, so that Bingham aund I pleased our-
selves with the thoughts of having an agreeable neighbour; but
we were informed that the families did not visit; for reasons best
known to themselves! The other house belongs fo a connexion
of the same family; they, therefore, have dropped all acquaint-
ance. | How distressing it must be, to hearts that have ever known
affection, to be thus af vadance! On owr retwm, we wete
astonished to see the card table set out; we were solicited to play
but declined, and retived to our chamber, where we found much
more real satisfaction.

L7¢h. Spent the morning in studying the French Grammar, the

afternoon in writing. Played at cards in the evening, which I

am sorry to find is to be our general custom; it is a very irksome
thing to me ; but Mr. Brunet being extravagantly fond of if, I
comply with his humour, much against my own. It is here

looked upon as a necessary part of polite education.
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20¢%. Monsienr Dupont took us to a manufactory just by, to
see them blow glass; we were much entertained at the droll
appearance of our genfleman, who was dressed in almost the
shabbiest eoat T ever saw; the tattered vemains of a fine waistcoat,
a bag wig, & very large muff, and to complete all, on the ‘crown
of his head; was a delicate little eap of white woollen cloth, edged
with gold; to be sure, there never was a more laughable figure !
T was fatigued, and so exhausted that I fainted on my return ; the
whole family were very kind. ’

21st. Rose early, quite recovered.  Most tempestuous weather ;
many of the poor are great snfferers from the high winds, some
of their habitations being laid level with the earth; indeed they
are not: calcnlated fo stand against a storm, being made of nothing
but a sortof clay and sticks; the lower sort of people live
miserably in this comntry. They are in general very idle, and
consequently. very poor; and their religion rather encourages
their natural antipathy to labour. |

24, Tridays and Saturdays we have'no flesh meat, which
they pretend is a mortification of the body; but for my own part,
T cannot. consider it any merit-t0 abstain from meat, when the
whole art of cookery is exerfed to prepare fish, roots, &c.in the
nicest manner.

Sunday, 23rd. The whole family at Mass; as the road to their
place of worship is too bad for-the coach, my friend and I have
not the opportunity of ‘going with them. I know nof: whether I
ought to regret this, as a great misfortune; for T should possibly
be under the necessity of submitting to their ceremonies; at the
same time I feel a longing desire to join in the assemblies of the
faithful. = From an iden of politeness, ‘the family desisted" from
cards; but what was more disagreeable to us, as it prevented

¢

our refiring, an optic glass was produced, in order, as they said,

to amuse us without wounding our consciences ; but they know
not onr real sentiments, Madame Brunet gave us an entertaining
description of one of her sisters, who is a lady of the bon ton; so
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much o, that she would certainly die at the vulgar thought of
living in the same house with her husband ; her nerves are too
delicate to endure the noise of drawing a cork from a bottle; a
spider or any other poor inmocent insect, produces violent agita-
tion, and her time is spent in bed, in visiting, &e. With all
these absurdities, Mrs. Brunet says she has fine abilities, great
learning and very elegant accomplishments.  How far more happy
are those who have only bread to eat and raiment to put on, than
this rich Extravagant, who torments herself with endeavouring to
find happiness in the vanities of the world.

94#%. T think T never heard the wind so high as last night ;
the window shutters made such a loud noise that Bingham and I
imagined that the house was beset with robbers, who were firing
guns; so we rose and ealled my Brother to protect us. "He con-
vinced us of the real canse of our alarm, so that wezetired with
gourage,  The rest of the family slept so soundly that they heard
nothing.

I.greatly admire the method by which Mrs. Brunet teaches her
little girls to vead. She has upwards of two thousand cards,
upon each of which is written some sentence, or remarkable event
in historyy the children learn these, and it is done in soreasy @
manner that it appears more like play than instruction.

Wednesday, 26¢h. A great feast’; the family ab Mass. We
walked out, but were glad to return, as it was insupportably cold;
we found ‘an—excellent| fire in our, chamber; ab which we enjoyed
ourselves till dinner. Madame Brunet guve us some booksdo
read, telling us she should think it a favour if we would conform
to their custom of not working on their holidays. This is dis-
agrecable, as they are numerous, and I cannot, find-that laziness
promotes godliness. . In'the evening we played atcards. They
frequently ask why it is not as great a crime to play at cards on a
Monday as on a Sunday ; to which Lreply that the action itself
is equally bad or good on all days; but we are taught that the
Almighty said, ‘Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath day; from
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which, e conclude that not only all manner of servile work is

forbidden, but likewise all diversions and actions which render
the mind incapable- of prayer and meditation, for which we con-
sider that day as more entirely set apart. They laugh ab my
reasoning, and tell me I should make an excellent preacher.

27tk. Rose very unwell, Bingham is exceedingly kind and
attentive ; and nothing can exceed the tender affection of my dear
brother-Jasper. - I think I can never be ungrateful to my indul-
gent friends.

28¢k.. Much better. / Mrs. Brunet’s son and one of her
brothers arrived.

Decenber 2nd. A most delightful morning.  Mrs. Brumet
obligingly took ws in the coach to a small village called Marguise,
the eurate of which is related to her. T was greatly prepossessed
in his favour, by observing the exiraordinary- attention which he
paid to-his Father, who is very old and. infirm.

3rd. Company fo-dinner; never was I so tired! I hope
it 13 not.customary to-give many dimterings;if it is, T must
provide myself with a large: stock of patience. I really seem to
pick like a sparrow among eating creatures ; four hours at table,
eating all the timelThe dinner I thought extravagantly profuse;
served in three courses of nine or ten dishes each ; and afterwards
an elegant dessert; then coffee, and to conclude, a glass of liqueur.
There were four priests present, and all the company ate and
drank as if they thought that was the chief end for which they
were born.

Sunday, the 6th. The morning alone in my chamber. BEx-
perienced a calm satisfaction which I would not exchange for all
the world ean give. . We rode to Marquise, and drank tea with
Monsieur le Curé; he invited us to dine on - Sunday ; I dread
dinners ! - On Friday, my brother Jasper went to see my brother
Charles, at Donay; when «he returns, he purposes taking his
leave of us. Madame Brunet is very desirous that one of her
sons shonld accompany him to England. T know not what to
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think of this proposal, as T cannot believe it would §
to have him in our numerous family.

14£4. Monsienr Dupont: informs us that there is a grem
of war; in short, I think we hear of liftle else than wars and
rumours of wars. I know not when they will follow the advice of
the apostles, and beat their swords into plough shares, &e.

154%. Very busy all the morning, as we purpose going tg
Boulogne, and of course, have put all our finery in order.
Arrived about six, and found Monsieur Louis Brunet ready to
Teceive us.

16£%. The whole morning spent in giving orders to the mantua-
maker, &e. At six we went to Madame Corancan’s, where we
staid till eight ; these visits are, I find, the daily custom. The
time is spent at eards. There was a large assemblage ; among
them Madame Joubert, accompanied by her two sons, the delicate
little figares with whom we were so much amused on our first
landing.

1i¢k. Called at the Convent. Dined with Madame Routier, a
relation of Madame Brumet. After dinner Madame Dupont,
a sister of Madame Brunet came, accompanied by her daunghter,
a young girl apparently of my own age, of a pleasing figure,
and most engaging countenance, with an air of freedom which T
have not before seen m any of the French ladies. I feel an un-
conmon desire to be better acquainted with her, and have been
informed that she goes very little into company, being ‘a’ great
lover of domestic employments, &c. My brother purposes setting
out for London to-merrow, Mr. L. Brunet with him.

19#%. Took a tender and affectionate leave of my dear brother.
Spent the evening at Monsienr Dupont’s. * Mademoiselle appeared
more-pleasing than ‘before, and ¥ am impatient to understand
French, that I may partake the pleasure of her conversation. Her
manner of dressing pleases me mueh, there 1s something so simple
in it ; no dressing and frizzling of the hair ! but it hangs in care-
less ringlets, as nature designed.
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Sunday, 20th. Went to my beloved Herdinghen. Was agree-
ably surprised to find Madamoiselle Dupont of our party.

Sunday; 21tk When. the card table appeared, retired to my
chamber.

Junuary, 5th, 1777, Sunday. A deep snow. My health has
been so poor for some time past; that 1 am reduced to a very weak
state;; bub (I think,if the happiness of my friends were not as

dear to me as my own, I should be far {rom regretting my

present indisposition, as 1t inclines my mind to a serious considera-
tion of those things that are necessary to salvation; a considera-
tion which T might have/neglected, had T been in perfect health.

642.-What they call a jovial day! that is noisy mirth, in which
I found neither wit nor amusement, and therefore slipped out of
the ‘room. During the month before Lent, they have no
meagre days.

Sunday, 12th. Boulogne. / Arrived, after a most dismal de.
The whole evening occupied in preparing our finery for making
visits to-morrow.

1344. All the morning receiving wisits of congratulation on
our arrival, I must confess all this parade fills my mind with no
very- pleasing idea of the wayin which we are to spend our time.
At four o’clock began our toilet ; after which, made no less than
fifteen visits in two hours. ‘Was much fatigued.

147h. The Frenchmaster came; he is to attend us daily.
Went to the play and was heartily tived.

15th. Began the day, as usual, with our studies. = After dinner,
spent two hours at our toilet, and four hours in visiting ; a pretty
account this, o give of the manner of spending our time. T am
actually discontented with myself ; as so many hours employed to
no purpese give me no satisfaction.. "We paid seven visits, and
spent’ the evening with' Madame de la Chorice; where there was
a large company. Madame Brunet begs we will observe that
all the names, preceded by du or de la, are families of distinction;
but I have not patience to write them all down.
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16£%. T spent the evening, after our usual ramble; with Madame
Corancon ; there is something very pleasing in this lady ; she has
the remains of fine features, but grief has preyed upon the lilies
and roses of her complexion. I find she has had many domestic
misfortunes ; losing her husband when very young, and lately her
only danghter, in whom all her hapes and joys in this life were
centred.

17¢k. Paid seventeen visits. I was so fatigued, and so dis-
satisfied, that I did not inquire the name or quality of a single
person.

18¢k. Am really ill; prevailed on Madame Brunet and
Bingham to make visits without me ; employed my time, in my
own room, much more to my satisfaction. My brother Charles
arrived from Douay.

29ud. Went to a ball ; T danced once, for which T have suffered
much pain, and am fearfol that T shall be ill, as T fainted on our
return,

23rd. Very ill, and very hoarse.

24k, Still speak with difficulty 5 left alone, Madame and
Bingham having gone to a concert.

Sunday,  Bebruary; 2nd. Went to Viespers for ‘the first time,
the Nuns sing delightfully; they are unseen, behind a curtain. 1
was so much affected that it was with difficulty I restrained my
tears ; some few perverse drops did fall. T was very near the
door; and could not see all the eeremonies; but I .saw enough to
excite swrprise. My God,’ thought 1, ¥ that such a number of
persons, seemingly disposed to serve Thee, should 1magine that
Thou art pleased with the burning of incense, and the lifting up
of hands  The sacrifice of a lumble spirit is far more accept-
able to'our God, who designs that we should sorship Him in
spirit.© But, in answer to-all the objections yon make to their
numerous forms and ceremonies, they tell you that they were
instituted by Moses, and commanded by God.

37d. Madame Brunet received a letter from my Father, with
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an account that her son, who went over with my brother,
refused to go into any school, &e. T am really vexed about
him,-as T am sure it must give my friends much trouble and
uneasiness.

4% | Had the happiness of seeing Madamoiselle Carmet,
our opposite neighbouwr, return from. Church, after having
gone through the ceremony of marriage. - The bridegroom looked
exceedingly gay.  In the evening went to ‘the play; was much
disgusted  with the piece, and amazed that Madame Brumet,
who is'a woman of sense and delicacy, should be so amused with
the productions of their stage; but I really think the French
have not the same idea of delicacy that the English have; for if
you complain of their improprieties, they reply, *O! you.should
appear not to understand them.” But this way of pleading for
what is offensive to female decorum is, I fear, a bad indieation ;
for Tdo not think it possible to deceive the understanding,
though the language employed may be the most elegant ; there-
fore I think all company where this kind of conversation abounds
ought to be aveided with the greatest circumspection, by these
who wish to be truly pure, in thought as well as in appearance.
We sat 71 a box with Lady Newark ; she talked much with me,
and an English gentleman, who was with her, was kind enough
to explain to me the passages in the play, which were worthy of
observation.

Tth. Spentthe evening at our opposite neighbour’s, the Mother
of the Bride. Received a very serious letter; T must own, I
think rather too serious; that is, there is in it a kind of melan-
choly that I cannot make agree with my ideas of religion ; which,
in my opinion, one should be careful to exhibit as both simple
and “pleasing.

8¢k. Frost and snow; intolerably cold. Received an invita-
tion from the girls in the Convent, to see two nuns take the
veil to-morrow. Called, with Madame Brunet, at the Convent
of the Annonciades the Abbess being a near relation of hers.
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She took the veil when young and handsome;.and forsook friends,
fortune, &e. Such a sacrifice must merit a reward ; but T fhink
it still more meritorious to support our trials, in the bustle of life,
with patience and perseverance.

Oth. Sunday. Went to the Convent, at the hour fixed ; their
grand Mass was-not over ; but in about half an hour, the curtain
was taken from the grating, and we saw the nuns arranged on
each side of the room ; every one had a lighted wax taper in her
hand. The intended nuns gave a paper to the Priest, in which I
was informed were the four vows of Chastity, Poverty, Obedienee
and a Cloister. They then received the Sacrament, and went
through many mysterious and incomprehensible ceremonies ;- the
concluding one was, that they were extended on the floor as if
dead ; they were then covered with a black cloth, and two or
three pretty little girls, dressed in white, strewed flowers over
them. When they rose, they were clothed in the dress of nuns,
saluted by the Sisterhood, and received as pure, and unspotted
from the world

10¢4. Gompany to dinner ! I do detest these dinnerings ; one
loses more time than it is possible for any reasonable person to
imagine: Tt is'veally a melancholy consideration- that §6" many
beings, with faculties sufficient to render them useful and happy,
shonld content themselves with eating, drinkmg and playing.
T hope these feastings will soon_ecease, as I should suppose they
pass Lent In‘a more. serious and moderate manner. I shall re-
joice heartily when we refurn to the peaceful Herdinghen; for
the more I see of the world, the more I am enchanted with seli-
tude, and its lovely train of innocent smusements, that prompt
the mind to gratitude and confemplation. | Charles received a
letter from Jasper-containing excellent.advice.

Skiove Tuesday. Am very undetermined about attending
Madame Brunet and a large party to the play and a masked ball.
Had I only my inclination to consult, I should not hesitate a

moment in refusing ; but my refusal is considered as a stubborn
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resolution to be singular; this is a character that I am by no
means desirous of, and many ideas rush into my mind, to vindi-
cate a comphiance-with the wishes of others; but on the other
hatid, Téam; from'experience, eonvinced that these noisy diver-
sions intoxicate the mind, -enfeeble i, and render it incapable of
performing the duties for which we'were born. I presume mot
to judge for others; but for myself, T find it necessary to guard
against the tumultuons joys of the world. \Nine o’clock. Not
at the ball, which is satisfactory, though the cause gives me pain,
as it is the illness of Madame Brunet.

Ash Wednesday. Madame has had a bad night, and is still 1l
I think I never heard such a noise as there was in the streets
last night'; earriages  rolling, music and ' singing, sereaming and
laughing, &e.- I am quite charmed that we have not to aceuse
ourselves of adding to the number of these thoughtless gangs.
My brother Charles, who went for a few hours, assured us that
we might think ourselves very happy in being quietly at home ;
for 1t was impossible thatwe could have an idea of the bustle,
noise and confusion which he had witnessed, or of the ribaldry
and indecorum which were the result of such a mixture of charae-
ters, being masked, . The Lord and the chimney-sweep were
upon equal footing.

We sat all day in Madame Brunet’s chamber, and did more
work than we have ever done since we came to Boulogne.

134k, Madame is againvery ill; poor /Monsieur Brunet
arrived yesterday and has searcely left- her room. T never saw a
man more tender and attentive. She was better in the evening.

147%. Madame Brunet quite free from pain. We have spent
some. days in peace and-tranquillity; no cards, no company:

164h. Sunday. Received a pleasing epistle from Mrs. Knowles,
containing a few serious directions on the mest important object
of our lives. My heart melts with the earnestness of my desires
to become one of those few that labour after the perfection of
holiness.
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19¢,. We began to learn embroidery. Deep snow and very
cold.

20/k. 'We are quite pleased with the progress we have made in
learning the language, &e. since Madame has kept her room.
I am not sorry that Lent has begun, as there are no balls, &e.
They are not very striet in this family, as they ecat meat once or
twice a week ; in short, T think it is but a farce their pretending
to fast ; for though they do not eat flesh, they feast upon delicate
fish, swimming in butter, &¢. This, in reality, I prefer to their
days of Gras; and although they seruple to eat a morsel of meat,
they' do not scruple to give way to their anger.

26¢h. Walked round the ramparts; the Castle is an ancient
pile of building, now made use of as a prison. Two or three
rooms, which look upon the ramparts, are particularly reserved

for the confinement of young gentlemen who are exiravagant, or

any way disobedient to their parents.  Every Father or Mother
has pewer to shut up their children for any time they may think
proper’; for life, if it is thonght their crimes deserveit. One of
the young officers that we saw on landing, is now in confinement
here. His Father is an officer who hasloest a considerable fortune
by gaming; the son, having a tincture of the same propensity,
was 1niformed by his Mother that the first time she heard of his
plaving in'a certain Coffee-house, she would confine him in the
Chéatean ; notwithstanding this, the young man followed his4n-
clivation, and his Mother put ler threat in force. T think two
months is the time fixed for his punishnient.

March 1st. Received an invitation from an English family,
named Price, to a ball and concert. Bingham, &ec. went, but I
was not well enough. Employed the time in reading Thomas 3
Kempis, and felt more satisfaction than I should have done in
their splendid assembly.

Sunday, Marck 2nd. Went to Vespers ; the nuns sang melo-
dionsly, and my heart was lifted up in secret to the Lord.
Bingham went out in the evening, but as T have told Madame
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Brunet that I prefer staying at home on the Sunday, she now
seldom proposes any thing else to me.

8rd. A crowd of company. Nicholls and Powell dined with
us, — The poor girls are mueh altered. Nicholls has lost her fine

colonr, and has grown very awkward. I thinkif I had twenty

gitls, T would not send them to a Convent for education. I
cannot find that they learn anything but to repeat a number of
prayers by rote ; they speak scarcely aword of French, neither
is there much probability of their learning it, as most of the
Pensioners are Einglish ; and. of course, ‘they chatter together in
their native language.

54k At our usual occupations. I worked a rose so prettily
that I was quite’ charmed with it! Spent; the evening with
Madame la Bavonne, whom I admire ; she is'a woman of learn-
ing and of refined wit; and is elegantly polite to every one.
Madame Brunet’s sister was there, but they did not even look at
each other.

6#%. At the.play ; their pieces are by no means to my faste ;
I think ‘myself fortunate i having health which frequently
renders me incapable of complying with the gaieties of this
plice.

Oth. Swnday. At Vespers, which I prefer to Mass, as there
are fewer ceremonies, and the singing is not so loud. Passed
the evening alone.

10#%. 'A great deal of company; among them Madame Ia
Baronne, with. her amiable son, a youth about twenty-four, who
nets and embroiders as delicately as any lady ; visits with Mamma,
&e. 1 cannot help observing how very anxious Madame Brunet
is to make us notice that all the grand folks of the town visit her.
T must confess it is an ambition that T should not wish to share.

11¢k. Was exceedingly shocked to hear of the death of
Madame Mériceeur, the young lady whose wedding we saw, not
many weeks since ; she was taken ill on Thursday, and died this
morning, leaving a distressed husband and mother. Who, that
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has any consideration, would be so ansious after the happiness
which is so uncertain ! These daily instances of the instability
of earthly joys should certainly warm wus against a reliance
upon them. What a melancholy change in this family! the
other day, all gay, and flattering themselves with the prospect of
many succeeding years! Happy is the mind whose dependence
is not upon the fluctuating joys of this world! who ean eon.
template all with the eye of a passenger that is seeking rest in
another !

R67%. Called on Monsieur Dupont, who is very ill ; my heart
bleeds for the distress of his family. = Poor Maflemoiselle looks
terribly ; she attends her Father day and night. Went with
Madame Brunet to witness a ceremony that takes place during
Lient, and that they call Ténébres. I was quite alarmed at this
strange performance. Just before the service finished, the candles
which burn before the altar were put out, and the priests, with all
the econgregation, began to rap with their books and their feet,
which made an inconceivable noise. 1 asked Madame for an ex-
planation of this extraordinary scene, and she informed me that it
was to remind them of the darkness and confusion which took
place af the death of onr Saviour!

2Tth. Amved at Herdinghen. All appears so nice, so ¢lean
and so quiet; that I am quite delighted.

28%4. Retired from table before Monsieur Brunet had finished
his desscrt; I know this was a breach of good manmers ; buf
really T'have not patience to.sit three or four hours at table,
which Monsieur Brunet does.

Baster Sunday. Sineerely wished myself with my friends in
England, as 1 felt a strong desire to be in. the. assemblies of the
faithful.

31sf. None of the family do any kind of work but what is
absolutely necessary; after dinner, being fatigued with idleness,
I went up stairs, and there employed myself as I thought proper.

April 1st. The Brumets are in great affliction, having received

D
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the account of Monsieur Dupont’s death. Poor Madame and
Mademoiselle Dupont, my heart throbs with pity for their dis-
tress;~ T wish. it was in my. power to relieve it. Young Brunet
arrived from St. Omers; with one of the Directors of 1’Ecole
Cheéticn.  Brunet appears good humoured, and a lad of genius.

374, The Brother, or Frere, from St. Omers, is a very obliging
good kind of a bemg.' DBrunet is ‘sensible, and I believe
learned ;- but he talks of nothing but the pleasures of the chase,
his dogs; &e.

A%}, Read to one of the Fréres, with silver locks. They leave us
to-morrow; I an really sort¥, as they are the only visitors we have
had, whose conversation I have found pleasing and instructive.

Sunday, 6th. ‘\Vcnt with Madame, in the cabriolet, to Vespers.
It was a delightful day, and the road to their churcl is very
pleasant ; it was the first time that T had been there.

Tth. A great Feast-day.” At Vespers, could not be so attentive
to-myself as I wished, for there were a number of ceremonies
whid; T.conld not help cbserving. Iids strange to me that so
many absurdities” should be considered an acceptable sacrifice to
the Lord. T think the priest does little but change his clothes;
but I must-say that-the whole congregation seem to attend with
seriousness; much more so than the profestants; and I doubt
1ot the sincere in heart reap the benefit arising from true devo-
tion.  After Vespers, there was a grand ceremony of choosing a
Queen, who, takes, care of the church, and is considered as the
head of the village ; there was a tram of young girls, all dressed
in their best, with blue ribands across their shoulders ; her Majesty
was distinguished by the superiority of her dress. This custom

i desiened as an’ encouragement, to keep the church clean, &e¢.
Tt is rgckoncd an honour. to be chosen, as the Queen is always
looked upon as the superior of the company. She holds a lighted
candle, while the priest preaches a long sermon of advice; telling
her that she ought to be the light of her companions, by seiting

them an example of virtue, prudence, industry, &c.
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Apri? 10¢k. A most delightful day! We walked in the wood,
and fixed ‘upon a romantic spot, to build a grotto in. Heard of
the death of Mr. Charment, a near neighbour, who dined with
us soon after our arrival. I think it is remarkable that, out of
the families with whom we have dined since we came to this part,
three of the principals are dead.

15¢4. St. Omers. ~ A fine day and pleasant journey.

16¢k. St. Omers is delightfully situated, and the streets long
and spacious. Went fo the college where my brother Charles
and Brunet are. Le Frére Auventingvho had spent some time
with us at Herdinghen was very polite; he attended us to the
noble structure of St. Bertin’s Abbey. There are a number of
very fine paintings, which I examined while Madame Branet and
the Frére repeated their prayers; this they are obliged to do when
they enter the church, as they consider it a spot sacred to the
Tiord; but in my opinion, all places are alike to our God, who
dwells not in temples made with hands, but takes up his abode in
the hearts of the meek and humble. Round the ehapel are hung
the arms of the Monks, as they are all descended from grand and
ancient families ; they have large fortunes, which they give up,
and have all things in common, forsaking the allurements. of the
world. They at least pretend to lead a life of mortification’;
fiistinig and praving continually; but how far they may be in-
wardly detached from the follies of life is best known to themselves.

Christ and his disciples never excluded themselves from the eye
of -the world ; ‘and I should imagine it is not ‘the design of our
Creator that each individual should live to himself. ~After having
expressed our thanks to the polite Monks, we made low curtsies
and departed. T felt a little chagrin at quitting the very civil
Monks ; as they were the only conversable men that I have yet
met with, in this part of the world. I think there is a little
danger in the ladies having such free access; as numbers of this
society ave men of wit, learning and politeness, both young and
handsome.
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18#k. Made several visits, and then set out to the play; very
reluctantly on my part, for T was quite tired, and should have
preferred peace and quietness to all the plays in the world ; but
this would not be hearkened to; so I was compelled to punish
myself.

19¢%. Reached Herdinghen.

2374. Bingham 'received a large piece of beef for roasting.
English beef is a dainty here, and Monsieur Brunet intends
inviting some of his friends to partake of ib:

24#h. My friend and 1 were very busy in making a plum-

y »
pudding, but wmfortunately we forgot the eggs; of course, our

“cookery gained us but little credit,

264k St. Mark. A grand feast! T think these people do
little else than feast ; we went with Madame to Mass; a long and
tedious ceremony. 1 believe they consider the bishop as a being of
a superior order ; he walks to the church, surrounded by almost
all the village, who join in singing psalms, &c. A canopy of
crimson, fringed “with gold, is supported by four old men ; and
under this, the great man sits or walks, in state. They say he
is-a man exemplary for his piety, charity, &e. T hope that all
proceeds from. the right spring. Education may so far have -
fluenced his mind that the forms and ceremonies may to him
appear necessary; but T must acknowledge that T beheld them
with an emotion which I cannot describe. The bishop wears &
large ring upon hislitfle finger, which the priest kneels to kiss ;
the servants kneel when théy present water to wash his hands.
1 was so much affected by these strange, and as I thought, pre-
sumptuous, ceremonies, that T could mot restrain my tears; and
how “earnestly did I wish that all the world were acquainted
with that gentle tranquillity which results from a humble waiting
upon the Lord!

Sunday, 28th. Arrived at Boulogne. The country is quite
enchanting, and it vexes me to leave it for this odious place,
where we do little but visit and play at cards.
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929¢4. Had the mortification to be set to cards. I could not
but make the secret comparison between these thoughtless people,
who meet for no better purpose than to idle away their time, and
those friends whom T have left m England. T daily wish to be
again among them ; it would then be my own fault if an hour
passed unimproved.

Sunday, May 4th. Passed the morning alone, I pity those
who are unacquainted with the sweet consolations resulting from
serious meditation ; and with that peace which the world cannot
give nor take away._

7¢h. After an elegant dinner at Madame Dupont’s, we walked
in a garden belonging to the Monks; it is'a rural pretty spot,
by the sea. I found it had been a famous place for receiv-
ing and harbouring contraband goods, in which the Rev. Fathers
had the chief. profit; but this has, of late, been prevented by a wall
being built, &e. Had a delightful ride to Herdinghen.

164k Had the inexpressible pleasure of receiving letters from
my kind friends in England; an epistle from my dear Jasper
betrayed his affectionate partiality.

194%. Dined at Agin; the day was spent agreeably. Was
pleased with the moderation of the dinner, -which was only
frugally hospitable; if really gave me a very fayourable opinion
of the mistress and family.

937d. Rained all the day; very unwelcome weather to Madame
Brinet’s. servants, asi there is' a, large wash on hand ; twelve
women are employed, besides household seryants. It is the custom
here to wash only four times in the year ; and it is, of course, a
great undertaking, as they use a vast deal of table-linen, &e.

28¢% Boulogne, Arrived in the affernoon. Dressed and
sallied forth to spend the evening at an English lady’s; when we
arrived all the party were at cards, to which we also sat down.
While we played, a circumstance occurred which made me feel in
a way that T cannot describe. The sacrament which is carried to
the sick, and is always announced by éhe ringing of a hand-bell,
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passed by the windows. The company, being mostly Fremch,
threw down their cards, knelt and prayed for a few minutes, and
then set to-cards again.. I mean not to censure them ; they may
actup fo their judgment and feelings, but I must confess it would
appear to me very presumptuous to address the great Almighty
in a form of words, at a time when the mind was interested in
affairs so triffing, so inconsistent with that awful sense with which
we ought to present ourselves, when disposed to offer prayer.

On our return I found a very affectionate epistle from my
honoured Mother; all friends well, and kindly anxious for my
health.  Dr. Ash; as well as Dr. Knowles, advises-my bathing in
the sea, which, I shall certainly do, but am quite undetermimed
where to' go for that purpose.

31st. Have had a very restless night, and am much indisposed;
very unfit to go into company ; but I must dress and put enmy
best looks. We are going to Herdingen in'the evening.

Juie 18t. Sunday. ~The greater part of the day in my chamber,
there being company ; and I have neither spirits nor inclination
to join them:. I have the mortification to find that we are mo
guieter here than at Boulogne.

bih. A pleasant walk, but I could not enjoy it. Objects
appear gay or gloomy, according to the state of the mind.

Tth. After dinner, the conversation turned on religion ; they
were very severe upon me, and rallied me unmercifully, giving
me the appellation of Quaker vr Trembler. . Nothing could be
more unjust than their censures of this people, whom they con-
dude to be unworthy of the name of Christian, I heard all with
silent patience. After having listened for some time, I declared
myself quite in favour of the real principles of Quakerism ; and
retired, leaving them to make what comments they pleased.

9#%. Our grotto is actually begun ; Monsieur Dupent is inde-
fatigable in his endeavours to oblige,

1274, The whole day at the grotto; we have lined it with moss,
swhich we employed the poar girls of the village to gather for us.
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14¢%. Received alively and obliging epistle from Mrs. Capper,
of Redland ; she speaks seriously of making a visit to this part of
the world, before the summer is over.

19¢k. Exceedingly busy all the day, assisting Monsieur Dupont
to paper the breakfast parlour.

99nd. Sunday. To-morrow we propose going to Calais.

237d. Calais. Walked through the principal streets, which
are not very numerous, nor elegant.

954k, Near three hours at the glass ; at last, satisfied with our
outward appearance, we set out to take a view of the Citadel,
which with its«ontents are, I think, all that is worthy of notice
at Calais. In the afternoon, we left it and came to Herdinghen.

80¢%. Wet, windy and cold ; much more like November than

June. i
July 2nd. Uncommonly cold. = Spent some time in my

chamber.

4¢k. Bingham had a letter from her Father, who says that all
our friends are well, and that my brothers Jasper and James are
now at Birmingham. My heart beats with affectionate desire to
be among them.

Stk Dined at Marquise ; never spent a more disagreeable day;
the gentlemen drank a great deal, and in consequence were very
noisy and troublesome. T was truly glad when the coach was
ordered, but we were no sooner seated in it than we pereeived
that one coachman had made as free with the bottle as his master,
and “we were obliged to get-out and march back, about half a
mile to Marquise, where we again arrived at the Curé’s, To our
great satisfaction we found the company dispersed ; beds were
ordered, and we soon retired ; but my spirits were so agitated
by the scenes I had witnessed, that I fainted several times. 1T
wished myself in some secluded spot, where I might never more
be in company with those who so shamefully abuse the reason
they are blessed with. Tam certain that, if others enjoyed these
extravagancies no more than T do, they would soon be excluded,
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as destroyers of our peace. Those recreations which will not bear
reflection are ill suited to rational, intelligent creatures. A train
of such ideas kept-me awake most of the might. Arrived at
Herdinghen, Wednesday morning, the 9th.

14¢%: Am quite astonished to find myself, this evening, in my
own room. This morning we went to Wissant, where I expected
to find every accommodation for bathing, and where I anticipated
a time of happy tranquillity, ‘free from bustle, care and strife;’
however, all my pleasing ideas vanished the very moment we
were introduced to Madame, who received us with a disrespectful,
valgar air, in a miserable, dirty house. She shewed us two filthy
rooms; for one of which she made an exorbitant demand. I
therefore informed her that things were not to my mind, and left
her. T know not what to do; however I am thankful that T

“am safe from Wissant. Boulogne is my resource; Madame
Dupont’s, if she do not object.

16¢4. Boulogne. Madame Dupont received me with friendly
civility. I haveno doubt that I shall find my situation agreeable;
all the inconvenience which T apprehend is being obliged to see a
great ‘deal of company. Mademoiselle Dupont is absent, but
expected soon. T think T shall find much pleasure in her society;
as I can now converse with more facility.

Sunday, 20th. Madame Routier sent an invitation for us to
sup with her upon a roast leg of mutton. In England, we should
think it rather an extraordinary dish, but here such suppeérs are
net uncommon ; their dinners, in general, eonsist of lighter food
than their suppers. We obeyed the summons, and were agree-
ably surprised by the entrance of Mademoiselle Dupont, who was
very kind.

22nd. After dinmer, sat with Félicité Dupont in her room,
where she spends the greatest part of her time, reading, writing
and drawing, in which latter art she excels. We had much
serious conversation. I really feel myself strongly attached to her,
as she seems to be free from that affectation and levity which are
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generally so apparent in the French ladies. I think she has
naturally a strong understanding, which has been improved by
extensive reading.*

24th. Read French and English together; we reap pleasure

and advantage from these reciprocal endeavours to instruct each
other.

August 3rd. Sunday. Spent a few quiet hours, in my own
room. Walked into the country, where we partook of a frugal
repast, at a farm-house ; sitting upon hay, with a plank for our
table. The clouds were remarkably beautiful, and I was disposed
to enjoy the calm contemplation which the surrounding objects
seemed to myite.

4¢h. In the evening Félicité and I took our book to the
garden, and seated ourselves under a elump of trees; we stayed
nearly two hours, and enjoyed a pleasing calm ; all nature glowing
around us. I could not but regret the folly which leads men to
search for happinessin crowds, and in pompous parade, when real
satisfaction may be purchased at so cheap a rate. As a flower un-
folds m the genial warmth of the sun, the mind expands in
serious meditation and reflection. »

9¢k. Dined at Madame Routier’s with three Anglois. I was
not satisfied with our amusements ; they were of a nature too gay
and noisy to contribute to the real delight of the mind which
desires something more than momentary enjoyment.

22nd. Félicité and I took o ride to-the Bois de Boulogne,
about fonr miles off; it is a delightful spot, We sab under the
trees, and enjoyed the tranquillity of the scene. The disposition
of my friend seems formed to enter info my tastes,

284%. Received letters from my kind Parents ; they are anxions
and unhappy at my indisposition.  Had a line from Bingham,
informing me that she purposes going to Calais, to meet Mrs. P.

# This amiable young person was afterwards married to Brissot de War-

ville, who died under the guillotine during the Revolution in 1793. See sketch
of his life in Aikins Biographical Dictionary.
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Capper, who is going to fetch her clildren from a convent at
Donay.

29¢k. The palpitation at my heart returned with great violence.
The physician assures me thatit is only the effect of the weak
state to which I am reduced. T pass the nights almost without
sleep, and have very little appetite, therefore I cannot, at present,
expect fo regain my strength. T hope I am not impatient under
these bodily afflictions; they are light, in comparison with a
wounded spirit. I have that trust and confidence in my God
which makes his will my delight. Though he afflict me, yet will
I trust in Him ; and while his grace supports me, I can, as it
were, forget the present pain, and look joyfully forward to that
glory which shall be revealed to those who persevere.

September 1st. A comfortable day, without pain or sickmess.
Walked out and enjoyed the air, though winter begins to ereep
upon us, and as Thompson finely expresses it, “lets loose his
Northern blasts.” ~ Received a very cold and formal letter from
Mrs. Capper;-informing me that she has arrived at Herdinghen
with Mr. Bingham, and wishes to know if T purpose returning
with her to England# The abrupt proposal surprises me, and
as Lhave received no.such intimation from my friends, T shall
decline giving a direct answer at present. My affectionate friend
Félicité expresses great concern at the thought of our separation,
and I think my own feelings are not less painful.

2and. Much indisposed; but as it proved a delightful afternoon,
my friend and I went, in the cabriolet, to the Bois de Boulogne,
and reposed under the spreading branches of a fine old tree. As
we generally take our books on these excursions, reading and
conversation have their turn, and we enjoy many pleasing

® The behaviour of her relative probably arose from reports of her being
inclined to become a Friend ; but this is not explicitly stated. It seems also
probable that the coldness and even unkindness of her conduet towards Mary
Capper operated to her disadvantage in the minds of those about lier; which
she keenly felt.—Note by Ep.
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moments, untasted by those who are engaged in a continual
round of more expensive luxuries. How greatly are we mistaken
when we consider riches as the only happiness! The truly pious
mind exults in well-grounded hope, and steadfastly fixes the eye
of faith beyond the present scene.

4ith. Again visited the wood, and returned about sunset, which
afforded us many delightful views. They brought to my mind
those beautiful lines beginming, ¢These are thy glorious works,
Parent of good ! Tt is impossible to contemplate the wonders of
nature without feeling the heart glow with gratitude to the great
Author, whose goodness is but dimly seen in these his works.

Saturday, 13th. A day of adventures! While engaged in a
serious conversation with my friend, I was called down stairs to
Bingham and her Father, the unexpected sight of whom gave me
great pleasure.  Affer I had made some enquiries about my rela-
tions, they told me that they expected Mrs. Capper in a few
minutes with Madame Brunet. I then begged leave to go and
make some little addition to my dress, as T knew that these ladies
paid much regard fo the appearance. ~When Mrs. Capper arrived,
I saluted her with pleasure, but she treated#me haughtily; and
seating herself, began without an explanation, to reproach me
cruelly. I was confounded, and could not guess her meaning,
till she was pleased to say that I was an ungrateful, undutiful
child. Isoon perceived that she had been misinformed, or that she
had very unjust notions of my real disposition ; however I calmly
sab by and heard all ; for knowing my own integrity, her accu-
sations made no deep impression. She, at length, became more
moderate, but I did not attempt self-defence, as her opinion is too
variable to be of any value. Such dispositions are too trifling to
be considered sufficient to disturb the minds  of those who act
from the unvarying rules of virtne. It is a deplorable thing thus
to let the passions overcome the reason, and such persons are objects
of pity. Happy the mind that is purified by humility, gentleness,
and a meek dependence on a powerful and glorions Redeemer!
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When Madam was quite spent, she begged me to send for a
hair-dresser; 1 was glad of the release, and almost flew to oblige
her;” 1 thén went to,paiy-my compliments to Madame Brunet, as
1 recollected having neglected her, when I met Mrs. Capper.
Shie did not Teceive me with her usual cordiality, nor could all my
apologies restore her wonted good humour. This mortified me
exceedingly, and I could, with difficulty, suppress my painful
agitation. Taking my leave, T retired to my room, and suffered
my tears fo flow.

Sunday, 14¢#. I intend gomg to Herdinghen to-morrow. I .do
not expect a very agreeable reception ; but as I think it due to
those from. whom' I have received civilities, T shall not consult
my inclination.

15¢4: Set out exrly, with Madame and Mademoiselle Dupont.
We met Madame Brunet and a party of gentlemen and ladies at
Marquise. They were going to the chigse, and we joined the
cavalcade; and passed the day as agreeably as I had any reason to
expect.. We dined-npon the grass, while the sportsmen were in
pursait of their game. Mis. Capper seemed to haye forgotien all
that she had said tolle, andwas so officiously kind that she searcely
loft me a moment’s liberty. The whole party were quite aston-
ished at the change, as she had declared that she would not speak
fo me, if I came. I am sorry she has made herself appear so
ridienlous. . 1 regret fo perceive that Madame Brunet has been
prejudiced against me. Herdinghen is a very different place
from what it was when I first knew and admired it. Ttwas then
free from noise and parade ; now the house is full of company.
Nothing is talked of but parties of pleasure, To-morrow the
chiase again, and on Monday,a party on the witer, with' music;
&c. My friend Bingham looks fatigned and out. of spirits, but
Madame Brunet enters into all with cheerfulness. An English
family named Toll, two gentlemen from Paris, &e. are here; all
seems hurry and confusion.

16#%. Spent the morning chiefly in my own room ; the extreme
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coaiety does not suit me. I feel like a stranger indeed! I have

1o inclination to familiarize myself with this mode of life ; 1t may
do for others, but give me sobriety, with a mind disposed for
reflection. A letter just received from my dear Jasper, informs
me that he has some thoughts of coming here. I shall greatly
rejoice to see him. I cannot but observe how ill-informed we
English females find ourselves, in comparison with the Frencl:
ladies ; they appear perfectly acquainted with the rise and pro-
gress of all material events in the history, both of their own
and other nations. This is certainly a part of education not
merely ornamental, which might well be substituted for more
trivial acquisitions.

17#h. Mrs. Capper and Mr. Bingham left us. T walked to the
grotto, and found it improved in beanty, as the moss has taken
root; and flourishes in all jts various colours. Boulogne; evening,
I can scarcely believe that I am now writing in the chamber of
my friend Félicité !—At dinner-time an arrival was announced ;
I ran out of the room, and had the satisfaction of embracing the
most affectionate of brothers ; T readily agreed to return here with
him, as fresh company had arrived.” ®

Tt will here be needful to break off from the journal for a time,
in order to take a glance at the state of things in the family at
home. It appears that the decided attachment of her brother
Jasper to the principles and practice of the Society of Friends, had
awakened many fears in the minds of his Parents, who were much
alarmed for the consequences of his influence among their numer-
ous children ; especially as they could not but see that Mary was
strongly attracted to unite with the views of Friends. A iettcr,
written about this time by Rebecca Capper, to her son William
will depict her feelings, in this trying exigency, so as to excite th;
sympathy of every susceptible mind. It may be premised that
William never made much, if any, change in his religious observ-

ances, and always remained a member of the Episcopal Church
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“ Birmingham, September 18tk 1777.
My Dear Wirniam,

A complaint in-my eyes still remains; but T am induced to run
the hazard of hurting my sight, to say a few words respecting a
letter which your brother Samuel put into my hand last night.
Your dear father (for he is indeed dear to me) has not seen your
letter, nor if T'can help it, ever shall ;. for the blow which your
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likely tobe made ; I say, in this I can see aray of comfort, and can
draw this from it ; that the Almighty Disposer of all things hath
permitted, for wise and good ends, this his afflicting hand to be
laid upon us; that He chasteneth and correcteth those whom He
loveth and would draw unto Him; that it hath already inclined
my heart more unto Him, and hath caused me to lock more
strictly into my way and manner of life, and hath raised in

) ——

brother. Jasper has given him, has almost struck him to the me a hope ﬂ}“‘: ‘b.“' hus dj"i"lc. and inspir%ng IEacys .I 51“‘11.‘)“‘
enabled to bring forth good fruits ; to aveid those things which
are contrary to my profession, and to follow all such things as
are agrecable to it. Now this I knew before to be my bounden
duty; but we are such poor frail creatures, (at least I find myself
such) as to stand in need of frequent stirring up ; and it may be
one among the various and mysterious ways of Providence, that
He permits so many different sects and opinions; as T make no
doubt all believe, at least, that they are guided by the same
divine grace or Holy Spirit, faith and Holy Scriptures.

You say you are inclined to attend the Mectings of Quakers by

ground, and I am apprehensive that he eould not support another

such, As to my own feelings, I forbear to mention them ; for T

know, and am fully persuaded that, grievous as they are, they
ought not to be held in any estimation aganst that which teacheth,

¢ He that loveth Father or Mother more than me is not worthy of
me;’ and if it has been your lot, my child ! (for so T'will yet call

you) to be born of parents that were ignorant and ungodly ; that

neither by precept nor example taught you to serve God in spirit

and in truth ; but on the contrary, that it was enough to honour
Him with the lips, though the heart was far from Him—but
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stop, and _examine; O ! my soul, dost thou not, in this, stand
self-accused ? T havg indced been guilty of great negleet of my
duty, in that state in life in which it pleased God to place me ! in
caring too much for the things of this world, and in neglecting
myself, and also_in not instructing my children, to seek after the
kingdom of God and his righteousness ; not remembering that all
these things would be added unto-us. But sinful and wretched
as I am, well knowing that as his justice, so his merey is great;
and that, upon sincere repentance and amendment, which, through
his grace or Holy Spirit, that He hath promised to those who ask
for it aright, and without which we cannot do the least good
thing—I say, by/this I hope, and will endeavour, to"live hetter,
for the short, perhaps very short, time I have to remain here.
Now in the midst of this grievous and very heavy affliction, that
we your Parents are at this time under, on account of the sepa-
ration which is already made in the family, and more that are

stronger motives than compliance to Jasper; that you find yourself
enriched by the plain truths they deliver; that you are charmed
with the love, sweetness, and tenderness of affection which appear
among them. Oh! my child, you see not beyond the mask, nor
why it is occasionally put on; but to gain three proselytes all at
once 1s a great acquisition !—But stay ! where am I running ? or
where is my Christian charity,. if they think they are in the right
way ? A crowd of ideas press upon my mind, but Iwill only beg
one favour of you; it will perhaps be the last I shall ever ask of
you; it is this; that you will, for'a few Sundays, go to the
Church of which you have been a member, (though perhaps an
unworthy one) and set your mind in a right frame of devotion,
remembering that you are, at that time, aswell ‘as at all others,
immediately in the presence of that God who knoweth the secrets
of all hearts; and though He regardeth not time nor place, yet
reflect dnd consider for what purpose you are come there; and as
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much as lieth in yon, suppress all vain and wandering thoughts ;
keep your eyes from looking on the faces of others; and do net,
from their look and manner, judge of what passes in their hearts,
but be careful of your owyn ; and with fervent zeal and humility,
attend to those prayers, praises, and adorations, there offered to
the throne of Girace ; and thongh they may be uttered by a man
of like infirmities with yonrself, yet:let not that hinder you from
sincerely seeking for the assistance of God’s Spirit, to enable you
to do that which is right in his sight ; and-as I am sure you will
find what will suit your own feelings ; in them join, with sincerity
of heart ; for thongh God knoweth our necessities before we ask,
yet hath it pleased Him to eommand that we, his poor creatures,
should lay our wants before Him; and if at all times and in all
places, why not when we are gathered together ?

I have reason to believe my dear Mary’s health is bub very
indifferent at this time, and that her old complaints refurn with
greater foree than ever. I firmly believe that the agitation of
mind she has liboured under of late, has greatly increased her
bodily infirmity.

1 think it likely that she and T may never be permitted to meet
again in this world ; but though by different roads, my sincere hope

is, that we shall all meet againin thenext. I had promised to myself
some pleasure in coming up to London, to meet your sister there,
and with joy to bring her home, but I fear that is over; her
home cannot be with ns, lier Parents ; lor well T kuow, that wéuld
bé the eause of strife and debate; which I think it is-best fo
avoid ; and if we must be separated, may that Being who first
gave you all to me, enable me with patient resignation to part
with yon, in. whatever way He shall think fit |-but I find myself a
poor frail creature, and do indeed, ab this moment fear and
tremble before Him.

T had much more on my mind to say to yom, bub I have lost
it ; so conclude, with sincere prayer for your present and eternal
welfare, your truly affectionate mother,

Resrcea Capper.”
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Prom this letter and from some subsequent remarks in Mary
Capper’s journal, it appears that she entered pretty fully into her
brother’s change of religious view, and that this had been so far
made known to her Parents as to make them hesitate about
allowing her to return home. She deeply felt her trying position,
and she also sympathized tenderly with her brother, who was, at
that time, much distressed in mind. He seems to have becn
sent, to convey her back to FEngland, without loss of time.
While they were detained before sailing, they were in the practice
of frequently retiring together, for the purpose of silently waiting
upon the Lord, that they might know his will, and experience a
renewal of their spirifual strength; and they were often com-
forted together, on these oecasions.

Resuming the journal, Mary Capper proceeds:

Septenber 18¢h. My kind friend expresses much satisfaction
atmy (uick return. T really feel greatly af the thought of leav-
ing her, it may be for ever!  Her fenderness and amiable dis-
position have gained my admiration and my warm affection, and
have greatly interested me in her future well-doing.

19¢%. Much in my friend’s room, either reading or preparing
for my departure.

204k My Brother and Félicité aceompanied me to the Bois de
Boulogne, and we passed an hour very pleasantly under the shade
of the fine trees, mot in the least regretting the parties at Her-
dinghen, Mere sensual delights are very unsatisfactory to a mind,
capable of tasting the pleasure which results from. contemplating
the wonders and the goodness of Him who created and preserves
this mmiversal frame.  All nature speaks forth his praise ; and shall
not his intelligent creatures admire and extol his infinite wisdom
and excellence !

Sunday, 21st. My Brother and 1 declined going to Mass; we
passed the time very agreeably ; and I experienced true satisfac-
tion in silence.

25¢h, My Brother and I rode out in the cabriolet; he made

E
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me acquainted with some civeumstanees, relative to himself, that
are very far from giving me pleasure; however I must not suffer
myself to be cast down, but be firm in hope, trust and confidence.

Sunday, 28th. Did not go.to Mass, but sat with my Brother.
Received a letter that distresses me exceedingly. Went to
Vespers.

October 1st.  After a restless) might, was very sick and low all
day. My Brother and I intend going to Herdinghen soon, to
take leave of Madame Brunet, &e. T féel much at the thought,
and' cannot but reflect on many pleasing scenes which I have
enjoyed, and on the many: marks of more than civility which I
have received from Madame Brumet; also on the affectionate
esteer that T bear ‘to my dear friend ; the idea of quitting all
these, with Jittle probability of ever meeting again, really eives
me such uneasiness as I never before experienced. My Brother
still seems unhappy.

9ad.Could not'sleep, and rose early. Distressed at receiving
no letters from England.

4k, A polite note from Madame Brunet informs me, that she
will be happy to see us next week ; therefore I am a little in a
hurty, as we females cannot move without an encumbranee of
caps, ribands, &e. &c.

5th. Sunday. T in the night, and very poorly to-day, which
1 have passed quietly.

§¢h. A very.civil reception at Herdinghen.

11#%. Strolled about with my Brother. In the evening was

agreeably surprised by the arrival of. Madame Dupont and my

dear friend.

124, Sunday: My Brother-and T sat together.

18¢4. Madame Dupont and Feéheité left us.  We have mot
determined when to go, but T hope soon, as the family arein a
confusion of gaiety, which seems not to allow a moment for
serious reflection. My Brother and I are considered stupid
mortals, for we canmot join in the vacant laugh, noisy song, &e.
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144%. Walked, embroidered and read ; experienced sweet
satisfaction in my own mind. My brother Chatles arrived from
St. Omer ; he has grown robust.

16¢k. Took leave of Monsieur and Madame Brumet. The
rising tears prevented my expressing the acknowledgments which
I thought due to them. I made several attempts to speak, but
my tongue seemed to refuse obedience, and T hastened to the coach,
to hide my emotion. We arrived at Boulogne about noon, and
I believe were welcome guests at Madame Dupont’s.

184k It is with difficulty that T keep up an appearance of
cheerfulness, for my spirits are uncommonly affected. The
thonght of leaving my friends here, and of seeing those m
England, causes an agitation which I can scarcely endure.

22nd. On board the same vessel which bromght us to this
place! T have left the arms of a tender, affectionate friend, and
the tears still steal down my cheeks.

250h. Satwrday. Arived safely in London last night, after a
tedious voyage. We were both very ill. This morning we
landed from a small boat, and drove to my Unele Smallwood’s.
I had ‘searcely sufficient strength left to embrace the tenderest
of mothers!
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CHAPTER  IIL

RETURN HOME IN 1777, AND MEMORANDA DURING HER STAY
THERE.—REMOVAL 'TO WILMINGTON, AND JOURNAL WHILE
THERE TN 1781 Anp 1782:

The return of Mary Capper to the paternal dwelling was the
oecasion of much trial and difficulty both to herself and to her
affectionate Parents. She thus writes, respecting this interesting
period of her Life, It was after my return from Franee that an
obvious change took place in my manmers, &ec. so as to attract
observation, The ceremonies of the Church; when I attended
with my Parents and the family, affected me in a very unusual
manner ; I do not know that T can say painfully, but with a desire
to act more econformably with what was preached. Sometimes T
wept, and somefimes had to be'taken out, nearly fainting; but
eould not describe my sensations. I had then no intention of
making any change in my religious profession; bub my dear
Mother’s disappointment was keen, when, in process of time, I
felt that I eould not conform to what L had been tanght was
necessary to salvation; and kept much refired, without attending
any place of worship.”

About the end of the year 1777, her brother Jasper jomed the
Society of Friends, and in 1778, he married Anne Fry, the
daughter of John Fry, of Whitechapel. In regard to these im-
portant changes, his Mother remarked that, if the thing' were of
the Lord, it would stand ; if of man, it would come to nought.

Mary Capper appears to have made very few memoranda during
her stay at home; but the few which have been preserved, and
which are here presented ; give proof of the continued seriousness
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of her mind, and of her desire, under a complication of difficulties
and disadvantages, to follow on to know the Lord for herself.
“-5'{:[1/(.’//1/1(3/' Stk, 1779.

If men are born merely to live, or rather breathe, a few short
years, and then fall to nothing; if virtue is only a name, or a
habit acquired by certain modes of education, why have we a
secret, unconquerable knowledge of right and wrong? If if be
possible to believe that annihilation takes place, after this span of
pain and sorrow, we are of all creatures the most deplorable.
Brates have capacities to desire and enjoy, but man has a reasonable
soul, which is mot to be satisfied with sensual gratifications.
How vain! how weak is the human heart! Can a reflecting
mind be ignorant of its ewn instability! Can the maxims of the
most Jearned sophistry fortify us against the alluring poison of
those temptations which suwround us! Can speculation, or
gratified passions, produce those calm, happy effects which result
from a firm dependence on a superior Power, who will reward our
humble faith, or assuredly punish our arrogant pride! How
amiable is the humble mind, which trusts not in its own strength,
which is-not above acknowledging its own weakness, and. glories
only in its hope and confidence in the living God!

Maych 12th, 1780,
¢'he Lord is my Rock and my fortress, and my Deliverer ; my
God, my strength, in whom Twill trust; my buckler and the
horn of my salvation, and my high Tower O! who is like unto
our God!

What am I, O! Lord, what am I, that thou shouldst so
wonderfully extend thy love towards me ! /Of myself I am worse
than nothing; all weakness and contradiction! One moment,
fervent in desire; the next, cold and languid in the performance
of the least of thy commands. O! woe is me; who shall deliver
me from this body of treachery! The Lord Himself! The
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mighty Lord who is my strength, and my help in the time of
need. He will graciously dart a ray of Divine Light into my
soul ; thén shall T plainky perceive that Heis the Ancient of days,
that was ‘and is, and is to come ; the sure Rock of defence to
all that trust in Him.

How comfortable are the dawnings of Divine Grace! How
encouraging are thy' promises, my God! Let me rest in thy
Truth ! Give me sure confidence in thy mercy! Suffer me not
to dwell in darkness ! O ! turn not thy wrath upon her who isin-
sufficient to bear thy displeasure ! Let menot put any confidence
inmy own strength; for, Lord! Thou knowest my impotence;
the secret thoughts of my heart are not hidden from thee! How
shall T stand if Thon leave me to my own guidance ! but Thon
art wonderful in goodness, and T will trust in thy mercy. T have
tasted of thy loving kinduess, and my soul aspires to the fruition
of Joy,.at thy right hand for ever. Amen|” .

Soon-after making these memorandums, and while in a state of
much eonflict of mind, Mary Capper was consigned by her Parents
to the care of her brother James. Concerning this event she
thus writes; “I went to Wilmington, in Sussex, my dear
brother James being married and fixed as Rector there. His
wife, who was a Biddulph, was an interesting, intelligent, pious
Christian, who had her own peculiar scruples of conscience, on
various ‘subjects 3 and very tender was my/ dear brother of her
feelings on these points ; so that the removal into his family was
some relief to me. He affectionately enquired into my religious
views, and sympathized in my distress.

T had sometimes  secretly atfended Friends™ Meetings, at Bir-
mingham, in which I remember experiencing much brokenness of
spirit ; but while with my kind brother, I attended his little
charch. The private, as well as the more public devotion to
which T was witness, wronght much consideration and deep in-
ward thoughtfulness ; especially as respected participating in
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what is termed the Sacrament, or the Lord’s supper, as it came
in usual course to be administered by my Brother. It had been,
on former occasions, a solemn ceremony.of peculiar comfort to

my longing soul; and I had much conflict and prayer that I

might be satisfied whether the outward and visible sign was im-
portant to salvation. With reverence, decp humility and fear, I
received the bread and wine. I do not recollect that any observa-
tion was made on my being evidently agitated. I sought no
human counsel, but the satisfactory, abiding instruction onmy own
mind was, that the inward and spiritual grace, of which this was
only the visible sign, must be something of a higher nature, nof
dependent upon uncertain means. The best of teachers was
pleased to calm and quiet my mind on this important subject, and
I no more repeated the ceremony; but these convictions and
changes were no light matters to me.”

Upon leaving home for  Wilmington, Mary Capper resumed
her jowrnal, from which the following extracts are given :—

« Friday, November 9k, 1781.

Having passed a sleepless night I rose early, to go by the
London eoach; the morning was glorious, and the rising sun pre-
sented a beautiful autumnal prospect.

10¢h. Satieday. When we reached the Castle and Faleon,
London, T was rejoiced to meet my brother John, who conducted
me to,Gracechureh Street, where, my  brother Jasper lives.  He
and Nancy expressed their satisfaction on’seeing me, i terms the
most affectionate, and my heart beat responses. I was surprised
and pleased to meet with Miss Nicholls, whom I had known at
Boulogne: I enjoyed a rcomfortable evening, and was relieved
from all sense of fatigue by the kindness of ny partial, indulgent
friends.

11¢k. A seat being engaged for me in the Lewes coach, to set
out early in the morning, it was judged best for me to sleep at the
Adelphi Hotel, my brother William, accompanying me as protector.
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122k Monday. 1 was lucky in my company in the coach;
only two gentlemen; one a Mr. Whitfield, resident in Lewes,
from whom T received every possible civility during the journey ;
and upon our arrival ‘at Lewes, he obligingly introduced me to
his sister, a polite, genteel woman, to whose friendly attention T
am greatly indebted. - Being much in want of rest, I was pre-
vailed ‘on to accept a bed there.

13#4. Rose comfortably refreshed, and after a good breakfast,
and making the hest acknowledgments-1 could, for my enter-
tainment, T set -out for Wilmington. I~ greatly admire the
country; the views of the fine hills diffuse a calm, which induces
sweet contemplation, and leads the mind to the Grand Source
whence flows'every pleasant stream. The beautiful valleys are a
delightful eontrast, and attract particular admiration. UM\-’ ap-
pearance at Wilmington surprised Mrs. Capper and Miss éusan
Biddulph,* as they were not apprized of my arrival. - My Father
and Brother were gone fo the sea-side, and did not 1'(jtur11 till
late. My Father came loaded with sea-weeds, and other marine
productions. When they perceived me, placed slily in a corner, T
was saluted with an appearance of joy on all sides. Miss Bid-
dulph'is very pleasing, and I have reason to think myself happily
situated. u

147#%. Tn the night the wind was very high ; T like the awful
sound, and find it pleasing music. A fine, calm morning, This
place is delightful; the hills are beautiful; even now; cow;'cd with
the finest verdure, and appear towering almost to the clouds. The
north aspeet commands a most extensive view ; part of Kent, the
wilds of Sussex, &c. My Father looks remarkably well and
cheerful. ~"Werenjoyed a comfortable fire-side in the evening ;
my Brother reading to us, v

15¢#. The weather astomishingly fine and warm. Assisted Mus.
Capper to finish some necessary work ; am always pleased when
I am considered of any use. Tasted the sweets of an hours

¥ Afterwards S. Greaves, of Stanton, Derbyshire.
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retirement ; then joined the fire-side, and enjoyed the pleasures of
friendly intercourse with a mind at liberty, glad, and confident
in the living God.

164%. Walked with Mrs. Capper in the garden. I admire her
many amisble qualities ; she has much genuine virtue, with an
improved understanding, and rare acquirements, I anticipate the
Spring with pleasure, to explore with her, each opening beauty.
Miss Biddulph, though not so dignified in deportment, is equally
estimable. There is an interesting delicacy diffused over her
whole person, with sweet manners, and unaffected piety.

21st. My Father talks of leaving us to-morrow ; we shall be
sorry to part with him, and his employments turn greatly to ad-
vantage; the shady walk will be much improved by his Iabours.

22.4. The day fine, though cold. Rose early ; my Father set
off between nine and ten o’clock ; my Brother accompanied him as
far as Liewes” The original manuscript has a note affixed to this
sentence; viz. « This was the last time Lever saw my dear Father!”

«35¢h. A fine mild morning ; travelled in idea with my Father ;
admired with gratitude the beautiful scenes of nature.

97¢h. Monday. Mild and clear as swmmer ; the sun shone on
the tops-of the hills, easting a dark shade on the vallies below';
the scene was picturesque, and I enjoyed it with the calm satis-
faction of a grateful heart. Rode with my Brother to East
Bourne. I was charmed with the country ; riding on the Downs
is pleasing beyond all that T could imagine ; the air is, even now,

quite fragrant with Wild Thyme, &c. We had an extensive pros-
pect of rich pasturage, with small villages romantically situated ;
and a fine view of the sea.

Decenber 4th. Read French ; in-my closet, read Boyle. With
a thankful spirit, T have confidence in the living God ; my soul
resteth in his promises, and shall be safisfied. With hope and
confidence T will wait the appointed time. Be stedfast, O ! my
soul, for the Lord regardeth the sincerity of thy desires ; weak in

thyself, be strong in faith, and fear not !
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February 1st, 1782. Mounted Windore Hill with my Brother,
I had no idea of the beautiful view which the hill affords ; nor
could I have imagined that deep snow and cold winds had such
charms. | Neyer let' us complain that Winter robs the plains of
their beauty ; each season is fraught with instruction and delight.

8th. Friday. - Miss Susan Biddulph left us; my Brother ac-
companies her to London; we cannot but be sensible of the loss
of their society.

28¢k. Had a charming walk before breakfast; the sun shone
gloriously, and almost every spray was vocal with the song of
Joyous birds.  Tsit possible that the midnight dance, or tiresome
frolic, should exhilarate the spirits, or afford the sweet calm satis-
faction which arises. from the contemplation of nature! Surely
no! /My soul now expands and breathes in silence for the only
state fifted to enjoy perfect beauty !

March 2nd. Saturday.. Walked near two hours before break-
fast. Sat a few minutes with our neighbour, Mrs. King. Poor
woman ! I am truly sorry for her ; she has been afflicted with an
ague for several months, and her children ave in the same pitiable
condition. Agues are frequent here, and very difficult to remove.
The poorer people live low, and pay little attention to healths in
general ruining their constitutions by drinking spirits. Gin is
the wniversal liquor, and introduced at almost all tables; it is o
unusual thing to see ladies swallow a glass or two of Hollands'!

10%4. Sunday. Rose at seven; walked il nine. Went to
Church: © Whom have T in heaven, but Thee, O! God; and
there is none upon earth I would desire in comparison of Thee !

19¢%. Bear patiently the infirmities of others; thou hast much
to.be borne with of other’s !

271k, Retired with my mind disquieted. How many and
various are the conflicts with busy passions! folly and vanity rise
up daily, and gain strength from our too feeble resistance. My
King, and my God! to Thee I ery for strength. Fumbled by
a sense of my weakness, to whom can I apply but to the Fountain
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of Grace ! Still T have faith in his bounty. My ioul waiteth f(?r
the living God; and when He shall have pllu'med. m(l:l b\ 11‘15
Spirit, all shall be peace and joy! Let none trust m their own
strength, but let all praise and extol the Lord ! s
Ajpril 1st. In pam most of ﬂ.m day, but. w a:} t.lau :
for a calm fortitude of mind, that disposed me to su hmit Wltl‘
patience. In the day of trouble T will trust in the Lord.m‘\~
God. Had T the eloquence of angels, T would exhort ‘lll nations
fo trust in the living God. Thongh he eorrect, he will never
forsake the faithful ! . ‘ |
8¢h. Monday. Rose- before seven ; it was qun? an. eﬁ(?rt, but
T.should be sorry to fall into my former custom, of 1051.ng in sleep
many hours which I find, by experience, may be used with pleasure
advantage. ‘
an(}‘lll.s(*tmlin;ploye?(l in preparing for my Brother’:" gomfir _ ti
Cambridge ; he thinks of being absent a month; we shall t mLI
it a long: time. In the evening I retired to- my eloset, wh.cre :
indulge:l the sweet satisfaction of contcmpl‘utmn' ; the beauh.es (3{
nature presented themselves m an e:\'tezmx\'e view, and nature’s
God was the object of my grateful praise.. . o2
2374, Bundays Walked to Falkington with my Brot .u*r. .
a letter from my friend Félicité Dupont. To-morrow We purpose
gm‘;?f/t? ?I?v:my at Tewes was longer than T expected, and I ieelv
pleased to return. to my favougite scenes. Lcwes,.. thougl; a pr:th
town, is-mot in my estimation, co.mpal“able \ﬂt.h Y\jl tlnll,,ng.(-)],l.
The fashionable modes and ceremonies of the Pnhte <.:urc es, 51\1 z
not the pure, simple delights arising from tho? stu(};. of l-litl;;e ,and
ihe former pursuits, the mind seems carried imm} i&“{ ik
wanders in confused trifles; on (the other hand, ¢ 1; 51;) g
beauties of nature. irresistibly lead to the .great Almighty Power,
whose wisdom and goodness are ineshausnbl'e. T W
May 11#h. Enjoyed my closet t.he evening. ‘t is \: onde
that so few seem to be acquainted with the value of quet.
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18¢%. My Brother returned ; our mutual satisfaction at meet-
Ing is easicr imagined than described.

1. Sunday..Spent some time in my closet. It will not be
long ere the final end of all ereated 1l
therefore ! be steadfast in prayer, alw
the Lord.

August 6th. Tuesday. | Doctor Dodson and Mr. Tarner dined
with us.| Mr. Turner spoke in: high terms of a new botanical
publication, by Curtis, embellished with beautiful plates ; and Dr.
Dodson mentioned. a design of Dr. Darwin, to publish
lation of Linnsus’s botanical arrangement,

ungs shall come. Watch
ays abounding in the work of

a frans-

8¢%: We made’ considerable progress with the Grecian his-
tory; and read a'very curious article in a Review ; an essay
on physiognomy, or the art of face reading, by Lavater, a
German.

26th. Rebecea informs us that the Magnanime, in which our
dear George sailed, has been engaged, for six hours

, with a French
vessel of equal force. We have received no satisfactory account,

and-the fate.of our dear boy is unknown to us. The Most High
guards him, and saves us from desponding fears.

RTtk. My Mother and- Miss Hubbersty unexpectedly arrived.
We have the comfort of seeing my Mother in perfect health, and
with her usual serenity of aspect.

29¢th. Unwell, and my spirits depressed.
he patient, but I fail daily ;
strength and my only hope.

I carnestly wish to

yet ggill T call npon my God, my

September 2nd. We had a delightful walk to the top of Win-
dore ; my Mother performed wonders ; as in general, she is but a
poor walker, and I had scarcely, an idea, that she could aseend our
hills. * She was pleased with the view of the sea, and the vessels
npon it, and with the extensive prospect.

4%, A melancholy account in the pape

r of the Royal George
being sunk in Portsmouth harbour, a

nd upwards of nine hundred
persons drowned ; Admiral Kempenfelt among the number, A
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victualling sloop was also carried down in the vortex, and all on

ard perished. N
bo';r;;.l My Mother received a letter from my brother Wllh;@,
with an aécount of his being fixed in a new situation. .In the
evening we walked up the hill ; the weather was fine, and the sky
beautiful, yet was my mind in a disposition not .to be p]eiked.
In vain do T search for the cause which frequently m(hs.posea my
whole frame, and gladly would I lay aside every tmammb_le pro-
pensity. Our happiness would be too great, Sh(?lll(l no internal
difficulties arise. Perfect serenity and peace of mind are foretastes
of future bliss, only permitted at seasons, to encourage our hop(;
and strengthen our faith. Trials are necessary, r}.mt ],J,_\ faith anc
patience, we may obtain the prize of our high calling.

Although Mary Capper does not seem to 'h:wc been fl.llly,aw:’xrc;
of the cau;e of her frequent depression, during her Moth?r s §1211)
at Wilmington, it appears probable that no small’ pm:t. of it 1—mdg 1;
be occasioned by the knowledge that her P:.u'eni s‘djsapprme 1o
the change of religious profession and practice \.\‘h%ch her broftu;;:r
Jasper had made, and to which her own c.ﬁn\'l.chons power 2
attracted her. Her Father however made affectionate 3nentlon (?f
Jasper in writing to ‘William, as appears by the following extract

of a letter fo him :—

¢ Birmingham, Septenber 9th, 17182.
My Dear Winniam; _

T cannot say but John’s letter gave me Some’ pangs f?r \ctalur
disappointment, though I think you J_udged right in rq;c;tmg tle
offer at’ Norwich. Though a BOspicios temper/is a ¢ Agrcs 10
hiuman nature, yet as the world goes; it.1s prude.nt. to bc circum-
spect, It gives me pleasure that your under’tkamg is mt.h th-i
approbation of all your friends; it was sure to have Il;]iniil ;
likely to be for your good. You may (1epend on your Mot ‘
1'€1ui@}*ing you every service in her power, with the utmost pleasure,
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Jasper may be of service to you, and it gives me pleasure to find
you speak so kindly of his brotherly love, &c. True affection,
love, and blessings {0 you all, from, dear William, your most
affectionate Father,

Wirrian Career.”

In her journal Mary Capper continues :—

“13¢h. “Forsake all, and thou shalt find'all; leave thy inordinate
desires, and thou shali find rest” Thisis'no easy task ; self will
loundly plead her own cause; but as we keep low, and attend to
the voice ‘of Trath; there will be a forsaking of self, and a wit-
nessing God ' to be\all in all. There is a charm in the very
dawnings’ of virfue that irresistibly attracts-our admiration, and
leads sweetly on in the pursuit of true wisdom.

144/ Walked to Milton Farm, and found them preparing for
their harvest supper. Thequanfity provided on these oceasions

is really astonishing.” We went to see our neighbour King’s
tables set.out ; they had two boiled rounds of beef, and several
roasted pieces; two quarters of mutton and six legs of mutton ;

with ' six 'plom puddings. Their company consisted of men;
women and children.

26¢4. My Mother and I went to Lewes.

27th. My Mother left me there ; she was in much better spirits
tham myself.

302k We called at Friend Rickman’s at the Bridge ; we also
went to Lambert’s, the portrait and landscape painter. Mas.
Lambert shewed us the plates designed for the first number of
Curtis’s botanical work ; they appear exceedingly well executed.

October 1sf. 1 had” a letter from my Mother, ‘who got'safe to
town, and fonnd our friends well.© My brother William is very
desirous to have me with him. T am distressed at the thought of
leaving Mrs. Capper, nor can I persuade myself that my poor
abilities can be any advantage to my Brother; however I am
ready to try my best skill in his service,
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6th. Sunday. Went to Church. Reflected with gratitude that
I had neither opportunity nor strong temptation to join the giddy
crowds, who seem to live wholly strangers to the still, small voice,
which is not to be heard in tumult and confusion.

8¢4. Letters from London. My Brother expects me in a
fortnight.

9th. Wednesday. We drank tea at a friendly Quaker’s, and
were treated with freedom and simplicify.

154%. I have fixed to be in London this day fortnight; with
reluctance T leave these scemes, where I have felt calm, peaceful
delight, and with satisfaction have contemplated the beauties of
simple nature; but the pleasures of the mind are confined to no
place; in every situation, I am persuaded the bountiful Hand that
enriches the field and the grove, ever affords subject for admi-
ration,, gratitude and praise.

174h. My Brother went among the sick; though he cannof
administer imahh, T hope the balm of comfort will be permitted to
flow from lis lips. = The glad fidings of peace ave sometimes
suffered to reach the afflicted, through the faithful servants of the
Lord.

Sunday, 2Ttk October, 1782. The last day of my residence at
Wilmington ! Words would fail to describe my feelings”




[N
i
i

T T

T T N ) A A M \

MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER.

CHAPTER IV.

RESIDENCE IN LONDON TILL 1788.—REMOVAL TO BIRMINGHAM.
DEATH. OF HER MOTHER IN 1793.

In the sketch which Mary Capper subsequently gave of her
early life, she remarks;

“From the time that T went to live, with my brother William,
in London, T regularly attended Friends’ Meetings; not that T
was acquainted with their peculiar religions views; indeed there
seemed to be a prohibition of anght but simple evidenee and
obedience: The experience of others did not seem to reach my
case ; all was to be given up, that all things might be new; and
such were the sacrifices required, from time to time, as none can
know or understand, save those who have been led in a similar
way.

About this time, in consequence of my decided resolution to
attend the meetings of Friends, my dear Father (no doubt m
faithfulness to his own religious views, and from the desire to
rescue & poor child from apprehended error), requested me not to
return to the parental Toof, unless T could be satisfied to conform
to the religious education which he had conscientiously given me.
This, with a tender, heart-piercing remonstrance from my dear,
dear Mother, was far more deeply felt than T can describe; and
marvellous in my view, even to this day, was the settled, firm
belief that T must follow on, to know the soul’s salvation for my-
self; truly in a way that I knew not ”

In this time of deep affliction, she wrote, as follows, to her

only sister,—

MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. 63

 Bebruary 11th, 1783,
My very DeAr REeBECCA,

Must I for ever give up the dear, pleasing hope of being
rgceived into the house and affections of my once kind, indulgent
Parents ! Oh! my Sister, will you, can you despise me? I have
no firm consolation but in the belief that I am guided by a superior
Power. 1 have exerted every faculty of my mind ; I have resolutely
mortified my body, endeavouring to bring it into subjection, free
from the influence of passion and deceiving sense; and I have
a secret intimation that the kingdom of heaven is within us;
that in the silence of the creature, is the power of God made
known.

O! my Rebecea; if you would examine the nniform desire of
my life, the earnestness of my supplications, and my present wish
of being humble, pure, wholly dependent upon God my Maker,
without any confidence in man ; if you would thus consider me,
without prejudice, I think you would not, could not, reject me!
Of my own willings, or self abilities, T deserve little; but in my
heart and understanding, I submit to a perfect Teacher; and in
his Light, is my life and my hope. Think not, my Rebecca, that
I have contracted ideas, which circumseribe salvation to any par-
ticular sect. God forbid ! my heart is contrariwise enlarged in
universal charity, Let each be satisfied in his ewn mind, and
the censures or applauses of multitudes can only be a secondary
consideration, of no weight:

Would my dear Parents deliberately compare my conduct with
their own principles, I think they would not find that essential
difference which a superficial view represents. 1 wish, and really
mean to act as a reasonable creature ; redeemed, and born to new-
ness of life, through the death, sufferings and resurrection of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ; by whose intercession and prom-
ised spiritual assistance, I am encouraged and strengthened to
call, and wait upon the living God. If there is presumption and
self-exaltation in this faith, T am utterly at a loss how to act ; for

>
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I dare not trust in man, whose breath is in his nostrils. My hope
and my confidence are alone in the Redeemer of his people.

No earthly-satisfaction could equal that of being approved by
my dear Parents ; but mdeed Rebecea, I cannot—cannot act con-
trary to what I believe tends to my advancement in faithful
obedience to the law of God ; the law which I find writtten in my
own heart ; for I believe; | from that law shall a man be judged.
When faithfully followed, it cannot, will mot, lead him from the
Supreme Good. Every line in Holy Writ tends to strengthen or
encourage our hopes, in humble confidence in the One only Good;
opening our eyes to the folly of trifling amusements, and to the
vain fashions of the world., Farewell, my dear Rebecca! believe
me, I never was more affectionately your sister Mary.”

The foregoing letter appears to have been answered by the
following from her Mother.

“ Birmingham, February 15th, 1183,

You havekept me in painful suspense for some time, by not
answering a plain, simple question ; that is, whether you wished
ever to xeturn, to givercomfort to a poor afflicted Parent or mof
You have now answered fully to your sister ; but why trouble her
with a repetition of the same, or to the same purport, that. yon
had written from France ? You did very well in not sending the
letter you mention to have written to me, if it run in /the'same
strain, and I am inclined to believe it doth ; for my present inten-
tion is, that I shall neither read nor hear any letter or writing
that shall come from you to myself or others, if I can without
difficulty avoid it ; in consequence of which this probably may be
the last time I shall trouble you; and this 1 intend tobe very
short ; for what can be said to one under such strong, enthusiastic
delusion, as to declare against all prescribed rules in worship, &e.
and at the same time, hath entered into a Society who do not act;
speak or move, Or even conduct the most trifling affairs but by
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preseript ? I mean, in anything that carries the form of religion ;

but you presume to have an immediate call, or direction, from
that Supreme Being, whose positive commandment you dare to
break, for the sake of a few speculative opinions, made known to
you by those whom you esteem ; not by persuasion ; no! for that
way they disclaim, but by a far more sly and insinuating way.

O ! my child, I could tell youby what means they have worked
on your judgment, but I forbear, as T have not a glimpse of hope
that it would be to any good purpose. O! how does my heart,
as it were, die within me, when T think of the effect it will have
on your poor Father! What would I give that it could be kept
from him ! and that it may be, as long as possible, shall be my
care’; for my firm belief is, that if he was to know the contents of
your last letter, whilst he is under his present bodily infirmity, he
would hardly long surviveit; but of what consequence is that to
one who, I fear, fancies herself under convincement! but do reflect
a little, my dear child ; what is it that thou art called upon to do,
or what to forego ? Onr most fervent desire and prayer is that
you, and the rest of our dear children, sheuld, through the Grace
or Light that is afforded us by our all-gracious God, worship Him
in spirit and in truth ; without which, most certainly, our prayers
become unprofitable, and only vain lip-Jabour. But there ave
some forms, you will say, that you cannet assent to; I will admit
it may be so, and perhaps there is no system at this time existing
that is entirély perfect ; but T firmly believe ours to conie nearer
to perfection than any other. You think otherwise; so'did
Naaman when he prayed, that when he was performing his duty
in that state of life to which he was called, and bowed in the house
of Rimmon, that in that thing, the Lord would pardon him; and
the Prophet said, Goin peace!

Wednesday, Three o'clock. 1 wrote the above last night, after
your poor Father was gone to bed ; T thought him better yesterday
than for some time past; he wrote a letter to your brother John,
and was in good spirits ; but in the night, was seized with a cold

F 2
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shivering, and hath ever since been very ill. He has not been up

to-day, and T am now attending by his bed side; he is quict ands

seems more comfortable than he has been. The great Disposer of

all events only knows what may happen ; but whatever it may be,

I earnestly pray that He will permit me such a measure of Divine
grace, and assurance, as shall’ enable me to bear, in a Christian
manner, whatever may be laid upon me.

T have run on much more than I, at first, thought to have
done, when I sat down to write. I .intended it to be but a very
few lines., My heart still dictates much more, but I will forbear,
as they will not let my child off; one convinced member, as they
term ib; is of more estéem in that Society than twenty born and
bred in it; but Thave done; favewell! may you be happy, what-
ever be allotted for the short remains of your Mother’s days!

Resecca CAPPER.

One other wordwill drop from my pen, in spite of me. Return;
return, my child ! and I will reccive thee with more joy than I
did the first moment T beheld thee!”

Deeply was her Mother to be felt for, and great was the
anguish with which this letter was perused; indeed this period
of Mary Capper’s life was seldom, if ever, alluded to by her with-
out much emotion. The conflict was distressing; yet was she
strengthened to persevere in what was clearly manifested to be the
path of duty; and although her Father recovered from that attack
of illness, yet as he did not allow her to return home; and as his
last illness was both sudden and short, she was deprived of the
consolation of again seeing him, and of receiving, from his own
lips, an assurance of his affection. Tt may easily be conceived that
this was indescribably trying to her; but she was enabled to hift up
her heart, and to commit her cause unto Him, for whom she was
thus forsaking her earthly home and Parents; and He was
pleased to speak peace to her affficted soul; and in his own good
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time, to grant her the hundred-fold, even in this life. The fol-
lowing memoranda, and letter, will bear witness to the state of
her mind at this period, and for some time after.

« London, 6¢% of 9tk month, 1783.

Praise the Lord, O! my soul, and be exceeding glad in the
God of thy salvation; for He hath done great things for thee,
and wonderful is his power! He hath placked thy feet out of
the mire and clay, and hath set them upon a Rock ; the only true
foundation, thronghout all ages to the end of the world! My
spirit is exceedingly glad that the Lord hath heard the prayers of
his handmaiden, and in great mercy, granted my earnest request.
He hath strengthened me to part with all the nearest and dearest
of his gifts ; to sit loose from the temderest connexions, that T
may be free to fulfil the great command of loving the Lord my God,
with all my heart, with allmy mind, and with all my strength.

O Tet none think the terms hard ! our God is a God of infinite
merey; He is not a hard master, reaping where He has not sown!
My soul can testify of his bounty; and my desire, and my
glory, is to adore, to praise and. to magnify his holy name !
Amen! Amen!

R4th of Ath month, 178%.

There seems a state brought to the view of my mind, as being
allgingble even during our sojourn/in‘this world ; a state free
from sin, when Christ shall dwell in us, and we in Him., The
righteousness which He worketh in us mus be perfect; every
will and working of the creature being laid low, God shall reign
over all, blessed for ever! In this state of freedom from the
dominion of sin, temptations and trials may, and assuredly will
come; but as we keep close fo the light of Christ, inwardly
manifested, T believe we shall be preserved blameless; without spot
or blemish, to the honour of our great and holy Teacher; to whom
be ascribed power, majesty and praise, now and for ever. Amen !
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22nd of Tth month, 178%.

The ways of the Lord are wonderful and past finding out.
O1 1et none be weary of waiting upon Him, for He will be
gracious to all those who faithfully call upon Him! My earnest
cries have gone forth, and T believe the Lord hath heard the voice
of my prayer. My groans and my tears have not been hid
from Him.  Glory, praise and honour be to his name! Let
the creature lie low, that the Creator may be all in all for ever
and ever. Amen!

1440 of 260 month. 1784.

O! how pure, how perfeet is the Truth as it is in Jesus!
Keep to it, O! my soul ; turn neither to the right hand nor to
the left; but press forward, through all difficulties; for the Light
of Christ within thee will break forth into perfect day, if on thy
paxt thou art steady, undaunted and of a right faith ! —O! my
God, help me! leave me not to the delusions, the buffetings of
my soul’s enemy ! Keep me in the patience, that I may watch
thy coming, and be found of Thee. Thou art worthy to be
waited upon, O! Lord, my'God! in Thee is my hope, and my
trust for ever!

As rest to the weary traveller, so is true silence to the deeply
exercised mind.”

“M. C—To W. B.
1144 of 3rd mo. 1785
Drar Friunp,

With propriety I believe I may use the term, dear friend, as all
in the Truth seem dear to me.  Since our conversation this after-
noon, I ‘have had to remember, in'a very lively manner, the
Lord’s dealings with my soul in early life. T was at times visited
with a sweet sense of purity and truth; but from my situation
and mode of education, I was at a loss how to come at that which
my soul seemed to see at a distance. For several years the
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prospect was, as it were, closed, or very ravely opened. I thought
myself a useless being, and T believe sometimes almost repined
that T was born ; but about the twenty-third year of my age, the
Lord graciously re-visited my soul; and it was, indeed, as the
dry and barren wilderness, refreshed with dew. -1 think I cannot
forget the sweet incomes of Divine favour. The whole creation
seemed new to me; all things spoke the love and mercies of a
gracious God. Scarcely a day passed over without some sweet
openings, somé renewal of my Great Master’s condescension. 1
thought myself the happiest of human creatures. Thus delectably
did the God of all my mercies allure me into the wilderness!
Every required sacrifice seemed ready prepared by his own Hand,
and T had only to wait his own time. Happy have I thought it,
that He was pleased to stay my mind!—When my dear, loved
Parents expressed their eoncern at my change, it was suggested to
me, that for a time, it was my place to be subject in all things
lawfuly and way would be made where T saw mo way; and far
beyond my expectation, this has indeed been verified. But what
seems more immediately to dwell upon my mind to communicate
to thee is, that T have, in my measure, found that the Lord’s
merciful dealings stic up the envy and malice of onr. grand
Enemy, when our gracious Father is pleased to hide his counte-
nance and fry our faith, after having sweetly led us in the right

way. Then is the enemy as one triumphing over his prey. O!
how is he permitted to buflet, to terrify the poor, timid sonl ! My
mind has‘sometimes- been as one almost without hope; and
had not the hand of the Lord been underneath, I had surely
fainted ; but my spiritual eye was led to retrace the paths I had
trod, and I was favoured to see the Lord’s dealings, and that
tribulations: were appointed to the faithful followers of a crucified

Jesus.
With affectionate wishes for thy prosperity in the Truth,
T am, sincerely,
Mary Capper.”
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The following brief remark is among her memoranda:—
“On the 2nd of the 4th month, 1785, my dear Father died,
without my seeing him! T heard that he enquired with affection
for'a pair of garters which I'had knit for him, and that he spoke
with tenderness of me. O this was like precious baln !

No speeial mention is made of a change in her Mother’s feel-
imgs towards her, but there is reason to believe that she gradually,
from the time of her widowhood, became reconciled to her
daughter’s proceedings ; being doubtless eonvinced of the reeti-
tude of her motives; so that the way wasat length made for
Mary’s returning to the parental dwelling.

It-appears that Mary Capper was received into membership
with the Society of Friends about the year 1785, also that
she spoke as a minister in their religions meetings soon after that
event. With respect to the latter circumstance, she writes :— Tt
sometimes arose in my mind, that possibly I might have to tell
unto others how I had been taught, and kept from the broad way
of . destruction ; ~and a few words arising, with something (;f
unusual power, I think at the Peel Meeting, T stood up and spoke
them, and felt-very quiet; nor did I anticipate that such a thing
might ever be required again; and thus T was led on, from time
to time, not- knowing but each time might be the last. About
1788, I came to reside with my dear Mother, at Birmingham,
and she did not object to my regularly attending Friends’ meet-
ings.”” The occasion of her leaving London, and going to reside
with her Mother; appears to have been the ill(]jsl);)sii;)ll of the
latter, and is briefly alluded to in the following extract of a letter
to her from her brother William.

“London, 174 February, 1788.
MY VERY DEAR SISTER,
I cannot delay writing to you, sinee yon say that my silence

adds to the painful sensations of your heart. Indeed, mv dear
- - ¢l A

Mary, if I could write anything that would alleviate one anxietv
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of thy dear breast, I would not let a post go without a letter.
You will be glad to hear that all things in the family go on as
though you were present. I called this afternoon in Berkeley
Square ; uncle John has had a severe fit of the gout. T spent
Friday evening with Jasper and Nancy ; they are well and com-
fortable. How could I write so much, and not onee mention our
dear Mother! I am much grieved at the account you give of her,
and hope to have a better in your next. Comfort her, my
dear girl! give her my sincere duty and affection, and tell her
1 am happy that I had such a sister as you, to send to her
consolation. Remember me in affection to brother Samuel, fo
his wife, and to George.
T am, dear Mary,
Thy traly affectionate brother,
Wintam Capper.”

Though very little allusion to the circumstance is found in any
of Mary Capper’s papers, it seems scarcely right wholly to omit
the mention of a yet more costly saerifice than any that she had
previously made, which was called for at her hands, hefore she
quitted London as her home. She had formed a strong attach-
ment to a young man Friend, to whom she expected to be married,
when she discovered that he did not set a high value on his mem-
bership in the Society of Friends, and that he was inclined for
more liberty in practice than their principles allowed of. This
was a most painful discovery to her ; and as farther communica-
tion with him proved to her, that he was one who could not fully
enter into her religious feelings and views, she felt it to be her
duty to break off the connexion, though it nearly cost her
her life’; and she: could mever afterwards entertain the prospect
of ‘'matrimony.

The following extract from a letter of her Mother’s, will show
how changed were her feelings towards Mary, and towards Jasper

and his wife.
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“ Birmingham, June 1644, 1788.
My pEar Mary,

In -answer to your last, I feel truly concerned that poor
*Bmallwood has fresh appearances of his disorder; and sorry I
am at/ the disappointment which his Parents must suffer. . If
necessary I advise, by all means; that you should attend him ; for
whatever my own views may have been, I readily give them all
up, for the good of this poor afflicted child, and the comfort
of his father and mother, to whom give my most tender love.

With respect to the other proposal that your brother and
sister have signified to you, I believe the bent of your own mind
must determine you; this T verily believe ; that the goodness of
your own heart will incline you to undertake that which is the
most needful for your friends.

I have only to add that (wherever you may fix yourself for a
time) whilst you remain single, T would: have you to look upon
my habitation, so longas I live, as your fixed and settled home.
Thank you brother Jasper; in my name, for his attention to your
aunt Chase. Tibbattst was here on Sunday; he says Rebecca
is well,

Believe me, dear Mary,
Your affectionate Mother,

Reprcca Capper.”

Mary Capper does not appear to have kept a journal regularly
till after the death of her Mother, but a few remarks were penned

occasionally ; and sometimes the petitions of an exercised soul.
The following will, it is believed, be acceptable to the reader.

“10%% of 6tk month, 1789.
My soul! wait thou upon God; although heaviness' and in-
sensibility may perplex and distress thee, yet be not dismayed, nor

* The eldest son of J. and A. Capper.
+ The husband of her sister Rebecca,
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weary of well-doing; for assuredly they that wait upon the Lord ;
that patiently and quietly wait, shall renew their strength. They
shall mount upwards, they shall rise as upon eagles’ wings, they
shall be raised above this grovelling earth; but it may be needful
that they should feel how necessary it is to wait upon the Lord,
and that, with long patience and deep humility. O! Lord my
God! if it be thy holy will, be pleased at this time to increase my
faith and my patience, that I may more perfectly know and wait
upon Thee!
1144 montk, 1790.

Thou gracious Fountain of all our mercies, O! be pleased to
look down upon us, and save us from our sins! Jesus, the
Redeemer, has died that we might be perfected through his
atoning sacrifice; let us not then make his sufferings of none
effect to us ward, by an evil heart of unbelief! My soul feels a
weight of sorrow for my own insensibility ; and many, very many,
are my imperfections, particularly, O! my God! (may I call
Thee my gracious Father!) I have to lament at this day, a
proneness to impatience and frowardness of spirit, Gracious
Father! I would confess my sins that I may be healed ; but Thou
knowest all my thoughts, and the devices of my heart ; therefore,
with all my burden of infirmities, weakness and folly, T bow at
the footstool of thy mercy, and hope to be kept in patient
humility, waiting thy time to deliver me from my soul’s enemies;
for the power is thine!

1791.

At this period of my life, my faith is, that there is one God,
who is supremely good, and doeth good continually ; that at
sundry times and in divers manners throughout all ages of the
wor]dj He ‘has been pleased to manifest Himself to the sons and
daughters of men ; that in this our day, He shews mnlsclf in the
glorious dispensation of the gospel ; having sent his own Son to
be made flesh, and dwell among men for a time, in an earthly
body.
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Though mysterious his death and suffering, T believe that
Christ died to redeem us from sin ; and that, in and through Him,
believers have aceess to the Throne of Grace.

“8th month, 1791.
‘ My faith being renewed in Chirist Jesus, the Son and express
mage of the living' God, T bow in humility and hope, at the foot-
stool of mercy, looking for redemption and remission of sin, 0!
the malady of the soul ! how foul it is!

There is not; in nature, an antidote to-so great evil; but the
Lord of life and glory came down from heaven, from the bosom
of his Father, to recover lost mankind; .and throw consolatary
hope into the cup of human woe; made-a_ bitter cup. by mar’s
disobedience and pride. ‘

Gracious, holy Father! open the blind eye! unstop the deaf
ear! that we may see and acknowledge the mystery of thy con-
descending love!” .

Towards theend of the year 1793, Mary Capper appears
to have been absent' from Birmingham, attending upon a sick
friend; - during  this period she received the following letters
from her Mother:

“ Birmingham, 18¢% September, 1793.
My pEar Mawy,

TI'hope they will not remove the young woman till the doetor
thinks it may be done with safety. Don’t be uneasy on my
account. I continue tolerably well, when T am quiet ; vand what
a blessing it is that T have it in my power to be so!

I am nc?t so much alone as you may think, for my neighbours
are kind in calling on me. Your brother George dines with
me most days, comes home in good time at night, and often looks
in, during the day.

Farewell, my dear Mary! I shall be truly glad to receive
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you, when it is proper for you to come home; but I am not
impatient.

Believe me, your sincerely affectionate Mother,

Resrcca CappER.”

« Colmore Row, 23rd September, 1793.
My pear Mary,

T am well pleased that you think you may leave Park Gate,
with safety to your patient. W. Shorthouse tells me he intends
setting out to-morrow to conduct you. He did intimate, some
time ago, a thought of taking you to Liverpool ; now if circum-
stances coincide, -I wish you to embrace the opportunity, as
another may not offer. Don’t hasten home at all on my account;
1 seem at this moment quite well. I was out only once yesterday,
for the weather was rainy, and the wind very cold. I was very
much gratified, and I hope edified, by a discourse on the words
of St. James, © Let patience have her perfect work.”

1 am, dear Mary,
Your truly affectionate Mother,
Resecca CappEr.”

Rebecea Capper died in the 12th month, 1793; but no
particulars are known of the illness that terminated her life, or of
her closing moments.
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CHAPTER V.

TRAVELS DURING THE YEARS 1794 1m0 1801.—visirs AT STOKE
NEWINGTON, &ec.

Mary Capper appears, from the time of her Mother’s decease, to
have devoted herself to the service of her Divine Master ; being a
diligent. attender of religious meetings, and travelling much to
promote the spread of Truth and righteousness in various parts of
this country. ~She was acknowledged as a minister in the early
part of the year 1794. Her ministry was sound and of a spinitual
character; having herself largely partaken of the conflict between
flesh and spixit, she was often concerned. to encourage the sincere
hearted, . patiently to submit fo proving seasons, looking for
effectual help to the light and power of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“1794. 3rd mo: 8th. I set out, with a minute expressive of the
concurrence of my own Monthly Meeting, #8 meet Mary Beesley
at Bromsgrove, in order to umite with a committee of men friends
appointed by the Quarterly Meefing, to visit our Monthly and
Preparative meetings.

1074, Adter attending varions meetings, returned to' Birming-
ham, where the Meeting for Ministers and Elders was held in the
evening. Ruth Fallows and Sarah Stephenson were present.

22ud. The friends of the committee met, and had a solemn
opportunity of conference with us, children in the work; to our
edification and encouragement. It was judged best to proceed in
the engagement, previous to the Yearly Meeting.

24¢h. Monthly Meeting at Shipstone; the gathering was
large, and measurably favoured with solemnity ; to the comfort

g 70
1794.] MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. 79

and encouragement, of rightly exercised minds. We called upon
some families, after which we sat awhile together, under humbling
feelings ; then separated to return fo our several allotments,
having finished the engagement; through which we had been
favoured with tender unity of spirit, and we now part desiring
each others welfare and growth in the Truth.

Yearly Meeting, 1794.

5¢% month, 19¢k. Martha Routh spread before the Meeting of
Ministers and Elders, a concern to pay a religious visit to Friends
and others in America; also John Wigham, a similar concern ;
these came under weighty consideration. In the afternoon there
was a meeting for discipline, at the new meeting-house, for
Women Friends ; the gathering, very large. -~ Patience Chester is
clerk, and Sarah Hustler assistant.

204k An affecting epistle from Women Friends in Philadelphia
was read; it set forth their deep suffering and humiliation, when
that city was awfully visited by the yellow fever.

9157 Attended the meeting for worship in Whife Hart Court,
to my refreshment and comfort. Mary Ridgway was particularly
fa\'o{lred, on the words, “Be still, and know that T am God ! T
was inwardly made seiible of the great need there is to keep on
the watch, m these large meetings. O! saith my soul, that we
little ones may be preserved in the quiet, humble, silent, resigned
state ! A\vare. of the great importance of speaking in these assem-
blies, we should wait for that which burns as a fire that will
hardly be restrained.

99nd. Certificates were read, in the Select Meeting, expressive
of concurrence with the concern of the friends for visiting Ameriea.
Some weichty counsel was given, recommending that they who
speak in 51(’.::@ meetings -should be- careful only to speak from
necessity. The meeting broke up under a covering of solemnify;
and my heart’s desire is that we may study fo dwell in the still-
ness, wherein self is abased, and the Power of Truth exalted.
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I believe that some of us are tempted to think, that unless we
appear to take some active part in Truth’s service, we may be
looked upon-by others, and perhaps by ourselves, as useless, life-
less members; but far otherwise is my judgment ‘at this time.
The humble patient traveller, who bears the burden of the word,
until the right time comes for deliverance, (when the message
will be ‘accompanied by a measure of power and authority,)
assuredly works essentially for the general good.

23rd. At Horslydown, gospel ministry was dispensed through
Mary Ridgway, a devoted servant. In the afternoon, several
testimonies concerning deceased ministers were read, to the
tendering and humbling of some minds; raising desires to run with
patience, therace set before them. ~ One was from Wales, respect-
ing Dorothy Owen ; and one from Ireland, relative to Job Seott.

R4th. Our esteemed friend Sammel Emlen, accompanied by
another Friend, made us a very acceptable visit. The Men’s
Meefing sent us, for perusal; a very interesting communication
from Friends in America; some of whom, in considering the late
awful visitation of some parts of that Cortinent, were so degply
concerned for the general good, that they had believed it required
from them, to represent fo the Rulers and persons in power, the
necessity for their exerting their auth@Mty, to endeavour to
Suppress all public amusements, gaming, stage entertainments,
and dram shops, as being sources of much immorality and pro-
faneness; widely estranging the mind from God and godliness.

27tk A caution was given' to be especially careful that our
conversation savour not of the spirit of this world ; that at a time
like the present, when nation seems rising against nation, and the
yumour of war sounds in our ears, we may get. eyery one to our
tent, and there wait to be rightly prepared to meet the overturn-
ings which may come ; not presuming to offer our own conjectures
ui)‘on events, but rather stndying to be quiet, .and to mind our
own business ; the important business of knowing a preparation

to meet our God.
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28¢h. Answers to some of the epistles were read. A senti-
ment ran through my mind, that a day may come when we
shall feel some restrictions m our correspondence ; at least in
the length of our communications; refraining even from good
words.

We had a very acceptable visit from Thomas Shillifoe and
others, who exhorted us to keep to the power in which our meet-
ings were first established ; that no mouth should utter words
without life; but that in humble waiting upon God, we might
know a being baptized info the one Spirit, wherein all aré
brought into true harmony.

Ann Tuke and other women friends mentioned a concern to
visit the men’s meeting ; they had.the sympathy and eoncurrence
of fecling minds. Susanna Row accompanied them, and on their
return, she expressed her satisfaction in having been with them.
The meeting concluded in awful, reverent silence, and we separated
under humbling impressions.

JOURNEY IN WALES.

1794. 8tk mo. Srd. Mary Beesley having long felt a deep
concern of mind, to pay a visit to friends in "Wales, and in the
county of Hereford, my mind was, after serious consideration,
engaged to accompany her; for this purpose we obtained
cerfificates.  On first-day, after attending a favoured meeting at
Worcester; we dined at Wick; with the Parents of my friend, and
parted from them in much tenderness of spiit, and in a humbling
sense of our own inability for what we had in prospect. Through
the care and kindness of Friends we were suitably provided.
Thomas Goode, of Birmingham, was' sent fo accompany us
through the journey, and Robert Newman went with us to Ross.

Our first stage was to Ledbury, where we lodged. One lonely

Woman Friend, a widow, lives in the town, and received a visit
from us very kindly.
2nd day. From Ledbury to Ross; at Thomas Pritchards.

G
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Went on to Troy ; we had to travel through a beautiful country,
but the best Life was low with us.

3rd day. Before we left William Dew’s, had a little glimpse of
the Heavenly Father’s love, onwhich a few words were spoken,
aud we separated in tenderness.

4tk day. Monthly Meeting at Pontimoil ; to which place we
walked about a mile. | Though but few in number, there was
something of Divine Power to be felt, wherein we seemed to be
owned as members of the living Catholic Church, which is of one
spirit, and is united to the Head, Christ Jesus. My beloved
friend Mary Beesley was strengthened to open, in a w eighty
manner, a concern to sit i the families,

otk day. We came to James Lewis’s, a remote situation
in a valley, at Lanelly, in Brecknockshire, Rough and fatigning
roads; we walked part of the way, though heavy rain made it
difficult.

674 day. Set out in-the morning to visit' Richard Harford and
his wife; five miles off ; the road is here esteemed good, and indeed
so the main road is; but to us the rocks and precipices | were
alarming, though to be admired as awfully grand. 1t is a railroad
for the-use of a coal company: meeting with their w agons and
loaded horses was to me frightful ; however we were favoured to
get safely along. Friends receive us with much cordiality,
making plenfiful provision for refreshing the body; but ah! a
few crumbs from our Master’s tuble are still more desmxhle to ms,
for we are poor-and stripped of inward eonsolation ; yet favoured
quietly to hope for a brighter season. After dinner we sat with
the family. If we are preserved from hurting others, or wounding
ourselyes, it-is no-small favour. O ! Father, preserve us, and
leave us not § for we cannot direct owrselves. In the evenmg;
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not born in our society, but convinced by the secret power of
Truth in her own breast ; we did riot see her husband, who was
engaged in harvest Work. In this family lives a poor old man;
blind, and with locks as white as wool ; we spoke to him, and
his remarks seemed to do us good, evincimg that his mind was
brought into childlike simplicity, as he, in a few words, deseribed
his own weakness, and entire dependence on Divine Goodness.
The mistress of the house said he had lived with them for many
years, and that she had seen him, at times, in the fields, apparently
m a retired state of mind, with tears trickling down his cheeks.
She accompanied us to Shire Newton, where was a small meet-
ing. We sat with the one Friend’s family, and some neighbours,

who' seemed disposed to receive the Trath it the love of it,
as ministered by very feeble instruments, who sought not their
own exaltation. Returned to Penhow, by a beautiful road, with a
fine view of the Bristol channel,

Srd day. The master of the house made way for his men and
boys;with the maid servants, quite a large number, to come and
sit down with us; and T think we may in hwmnility confess that
our Heavenly Father favoured us, in ministering, according to the
ability given, and we trust to their edification. Staid all mght at

Newport.

I note down, as a watchword for myself, that T am this day

made sensible that there is need to watch : ;-and most especially in
fimes of favour, for here is danger of sliding into a state of esse.
I have this day felt the reproofs of instruction in my own mind,

for not being sufficiently guarded in my conduet toward strangers.
There is a propensity in some natures to be open and unreserved ;

but T wish to be thankful for the gentle, internal ‘monition, and
to remember that it is needful to be pradent, especially when

sat with James Lewis’s family. thus engaged in the service of the great cause of Truth ; even

2nd day. Were favoured to leave Pontipool in peace, and came

S

mnocent cheerfulness, if not strictly guarded, may lead into
to Penhow Castle, a good old farm house, where we were very ingonvenience.

8tk day. Came to the house of Evan Rees, Neath.

-

hospitably received. The mistress is a plain, agreeable person,
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18t day, 17¢h. Attended the meetings at Swansea. A day of
humiliation and suffering. Returned to Neath.

2nil day. Remained at.our kind friend Evan Rees’s ; not being
fully satisfied in onr minds; which might be the rvight and safe
way for us to move; we were thankful in believing that onr
friends felt for us.

Srd' day, Prepared to re-yisit Swansea; Evan Rees accom-
panies us; Friends are very kind. 'We visited the few in their
families, /There are young people growing up, whose situation
seems to demand tender care.

5tk day. Came to the house of Jane Lewis, Haverfordwest.

644 day. Received the unexpected intelligence of my brother
Harry being called from this uncertain-state of existence; his
illness was short, and he has left a young wife, for whom I
feel much. My dear Brother was young, hardly past what is
termed the bloom of life:

Lst dajyy24th. A low _time in the Tneetings. In the family,
felt more life and liberty; tender counsel, cantion and encourage-
ment flowed toward the children. -~ Mary Beesley very poorly.

2nd day. (1t appears probable that we shall not feel clear of this
place without sitting in the families of Friends. Jane Lewis
accompanied us info one family.

47k day. Came with Daniel Starbuek, to Pill, where Samuel
Starbuck and wife, his son and daughter and their little ones
reside. | They were formerly from Nantucket ; and in the time of
the American troubles, were sufferers, with many others.

5tk day. At meeting; poverty of spirit my allotted portion.
After dinner, walked about a mile to Milford, where Samuel Star-
buck, jun. lives; his wife was sick, @nd we sat fogether in her
chamber. “We crossed: the water, in a small boat, to visit a
serious woman who frequents our meetings; her husband is a

o

sailor ; the vessel lying near shore she sent for him, and I thonght

we were favoured together, with a little sweet refreshment, though

in a very humble hut, where outward accommodations were but

1794.] MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. 85

mean ; but T thouglt there was something to be felt, far preferable
to all that the world could bestow. Returned to Pill.

Tth day. Daniel Starbuck and his wife accompanied usto a
family who profess with us; but the female branches having
married out of our Society, the spiritual life seems to have
reeeived a check. Surely these marriages have proved a great
hinderance to our brightness as a people! In these parts, in
particular, it seems to have been the means of scattering. We
dined with these friends, and had an opportunity to express the
desire which was raised, that the power of godliness might be
preferred to the form. Retwrned to Haverford.

Lst day, 31st. At both meetings. A day not without some
light and peace,-though intermixed with bitters.

9t mo. 1st. Second day. We are yet bound here.  Called upon
a Moravian teacher who had been fo visit us; trulya uniting
power spread over us, and I believe we parted in that Christian
spirit which sincerely desires each others growth in the real prin-
ciple:of Truth. Surely there still are different dispensations, as
to the oubward, but one and the same spirit! In a few
words, delivered in great simplicity, H. S. exhorted us, “as
we had “received Christ, so to walk in Him.” “Tn the afternoon,
visited a serious family of Moravians, who seemed to reeeive us
with open house and heart. We had a solid time together.
In the eyening we had an_opportunity of solemn retirement
with Jane Lewis and five of her children; something of the
Heavenly Father’s love was felt.

3rd day. Very considerable was our exercise in not feeling at
liberty to go forward; after a season of some trial, and T trust
unfeigned supplication; e believed it right to(have an evening
meeting ; “which, ‘being ‘mentioned in diffidence and fear, to
Jane Lewis and other friends, we were encouraged to appoint
one. We particularly desired the attendance of servants and
apprentice lads.

The gathering was large, and remarkably still. T believe there




S6 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER, [1794.

1s & tender, honest minded people in this place; and assuredly
the Heavenly Father’s love is over them, and will gather them
unto Himself !

4k day. We attended the Women’s Monthly Meeting; no
meeting for business held by the men; indeed the discipline is
so low, that the very form is almost lost; we wish that a revival,
throngh the power of Truth, may take place among them ; seeing
that many young people are growing up, who are much unin-
formed. We rather hope the American Friends S. and A. Star-
buck, &e. will be united, and add -a Lttle strength, to these
feeble ones.

5tf-day. Parted from onr kind friends Jane Lewis ‘and others,
in an almost silent feeling of solemmity ; our spirits seeming still,
as it were, to hover round them, earnestly desiring their growth
in the spiritual life. We left them in a feeling of sadness, and
pursued our journey in pensive quietness. ' Our kind and aneient
friend Samuel Starbuck, with his valuable wife, accompanied us
on horseback. Came as far as Westmore, where we were com-
fortably lodged in 'a Friend’s family, after arriving late, as the
road was rough and difficult.

Tth duy.- Reached Cacrmarthen. The company of Samuel
Starhuck and his wife, was a comfort and encouragement
to us.

st day, 9th mo. 6th. We went to meeting in weakness and
fear ; several sober people eame in, and it proved a season of
favour. In the affernoon there was a large gathering, and the
power of Truth so far prevailed, that all seemed brought into a
degree of solemn stillness. Some exhortations, and some plain
truths, were expressed.

2ud day. Travelled threugh a beantiful country to Llandilos we
met Job Thomas, who conducted my friend and me to his own
habitation, a very humble, thatched dwellng. We were kindly
received by his wife, a native of the mountains, who speaks no
English, but whose countenance bids us welcome to the best they
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can afford, and we feel easy. It is however somewhat painful
that, as there is not room for our kind friends Samuel Starbuck
and wife, they are obliged to ride a mile farther.

3rd day. Our kind, attentive friends came to breakfast with
us, and we went nine miles, on horseback, mostly over the moun-
tains, to visit a man Friend; his habitation is mean, but his
hearty reception of us, with his solid, inmocent deportment, was
ample amends for the fatigue.

Our valued friends Samuel Starbuck and wife left us fhis
evening. Their company has been very acceptable, and we feel
pain in parting from them, they having been more like parents
to us than any we have met in our journey.

44/ day. We took tea with Job Thomas’s brother and sister.
Some neighbours had been invited to meet at Job’s house, and &
considerable number came. Job Thomas had something to
express, but we sat silent ; the people were quiet and solid ; yet
I thought they were too much looking without, for that which is
to-be found within.

5tk day. Went on horseback six miles to Newhouse, where
we attended a Monthly Meeting; there seemed to be honest
enquiring” minds, but too much outward. The'members of our
Society are very few, and some of them appear not enough
separated from the langnage and corruptions of general custom.
The meeting for business very small; the order of the dis-
cipline megsurably preserved by Job Thomas; but things are
low. In the evening came six miles, fording the river Towey,
to Llandovery.

64k day. Job Thomas accompanied us thirteen long miles, over
rough mountain road, very difficult for a carriage; we walked a
mile or two and stopped at a very poor looking thatched house ;
we had a comfortable dinner, well cooked, for which they charged
only eightpence each. We afterwards forded the river Invon,
and came fen Welsh miles to Builth.

Tth day. Job Thomas left us, and the inn-keeper came gnide
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with us to Rees Bowen’s quiet habitation. ~The road was rugged,
and we were glad to reach the house of our kind friend, being
weary-n body and mind.

Lst day, 13%h. Walked to. the Pales Meeting.

4l day. Set-forward, but it rained smartly, and we were very
wet before ave reached the Friend’s house; appearances were rather
discouraging, 'the master and mistress being from home, and a
poor. servant girl, with three or fonr children, seemed almost
frightened at.us ; the house very mean, ‘but like many others we
have seen ; and ©of this we hope never to-utter a word of com-
plaint ; indeed we felt it to be cause for thankfulness to be
received; and - after.a time, things became more comfortable.
When the woman friend returned, she made up a good fire, and
gave us some tea, with a hearty welcome, which quite satisfied us.
Being fatigued, we soon retived to rest, and were accommodated
far beyond our expectation, with a good bed, dry linen, &e.

5tk day. We had a religious opportunity with the family,
under a measure of our Heavenly Father's love. We then set
out for Pencraigg ; a terrifying storm of wind and rain came on,
such/as we had mever experienced ; bub at length, being some-
times on horseback and at others walking, we safely reached our
journey’s end, to our no small comfort. Poor, wet, dirty fignres
we were! so we went to bed while our clothes were dried. We
here met with James Lewis, from Llanelly, who had kindly been
from place to place, in order to join us; it is some enconragement
to our feeble minds, when we find valuable friends so disposed to
help us on our way.

6/h day. A season of religious retirement in the family.
Walked to) visit' a poor man, with whom ~we' had an affecting
time, under a sense of aried, tempted state. 'Left him in a
very tender frame of mind.

Tth day. Weather bound ; which is no little disappointment;
however we are preserved tolerably quiet in our minds.

Lt day, 20th. Sat their mormning meeting; the afternoon
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being favourable, we rteturned to Rees Bowen’s, and were
thankful to be once more quietly and comfortably accommodated.

2ud day. My dear friend much indisposed and very low, which
is discouraging to me; I strive after resignation, and hope for a
brighter day.

8rd day. Mary Beesley is better ; we went, on horseback, to
visit two families, each consisting of a man and wife, and five
children. In the evening, Timothy Bevington, Thomas Colley,
Joseph Gurney Bevan, and Richard Phillips, arrived very un-

expectedly at Rees Bowen’s, appointed by the Yearly Meeting

to visit the meetings in Wales; a service which T hope will prove
edifying, for they are in want of help.

4¢% day. Went to Builth, after having a meeting.

64% day. The Week-day Meeting ; a comfortable season in
silent waiting.

1s¢ day, 27th. Sat the meeting in poverty, thongh not without
some sense of good. Father of mercies! if we are right,
strengthen us still in the right fo stay ! if we are wrong, thy light
impart, to.lead and teach the better way ! Surely Thou hast
raised in our hearts a sincere desire to be thy obedient chil-
dren I-the desire after.good is thine, and the awork of righteous-
ness is altogether thine ; and thy power alone can carry on and
perfect thy own work!

Very unexpectedly, a little light broke in upon us, as we were
sifting together, wetired in spirit, after some Scriplure ‘reading;
and a few words; spoken in teiderness by Rees Bowen. It was
a vefreshment, to our drooping minds, and we retired to rest,
somewhat revived.

Yudsdayr Rees Bowen raccompanied: us to-the school, near
Tlanidloes, where we were kindly receiyed by Robert Whitaker
and his wife.

8¢d doy. Sat with one family. After dinner our certificates
were read, before the children withdrew, and we had an oppor-
tunity of explaining to them the nature of our engagement. Had
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a very pleasant walk to visit the family of Richard Brown;
and another family, in a very poor cottage. Our minds were
comforted. in these lowly cots. We had also a time of solid
retirement in spirit with Robert. Whitaker and wife.”

Exiract of a letter from Abigail Starbuck to M. C. and M. B.
received at R, B—s.

“ Milford, 1744 of 9tk month, 1794.
My pEar Friexps,

We were much pleased to hear from you, as you have been
much the companions of our conversation,. since we left you in
this your arduous undertaking, sincerely wishing you comfort
and encouragement in your passing along; which we have no
reason o doubt, as I believe your minds.are engaged to discharce
the trust that is committed to you. ~Dear Friends, I may assuvru
yowit was with reluctance we left yous for the little time that we
were with you had made youn feel very near to us, and we felt a
near sympathy with you at parting.

"/ We, were -obliged for your information of the committee’s
intention of visiting us, and hope they may be a means of
strengtheming the-weak among us, for we have need of help;
though T am sensible they cannot do the work for us, (although
far more experienced) but that we must each look to our own
standing. It is my wish that we may ; and that we. were worthy
to. be remembered by you, and to unite in/desire after strength
to press forward. I believe you will be often remembered by wus,
in our sequestered situation and lonely sittings. We are obliged
to you for your care about our getting home, and can say the
satisfaction we received in your company, more ‘than compensated
for the little fatigue of the journey. - We found our children well.
With our united love to you, in which they heartily join,

Your affectionate friend,
ABIGATL STARBUCK.”

“4th day. A very exercising time in a family; yet we had to
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believe that Divine Love is extended, to gather the returning
prodigal.  Sat also with a young woman who frequents our
religious meetings ; her parents being present. It was a time of
renewal of strength. Had a satisfactory opportunity with the
children after dinner; all seemed attentive, and some tendered ;
as were our own spirits. Our minds have been a little refreshed
in this place.

10¢% of st month. Fifth day. Left Llanidloes, and came eight
miles to Eskergoch, where we sat their small meeting. The
accommodations very lowly ; we had alittle refreshment with us,
after partaking of which, and distributing our morsel, came
twelve miles, to Machynlleth. Richard Brown accompanied us;
his pleasant countenance and his solid conduct, seemed to do us
good.

6¢i day. The morning wet, but we set forward with our
acceptable guide; afternoon fine; got to Llwydee, and were
kindly received atifhe house of Henry Owen, which is surrounded
by huge rocks ; with a grand view of Cardigan Bay.

1st day, 4th of 10th month. The meetings were held at Henry
Owen’s 3 some sober people attended.

2 day. We set out, accompanied by Henry Owen and wife,
and our pleasant guide, Richard Brown. I rode single ; the road
rugged and stony, surrounded by prodigious mountains, with
precipices, and the sea rolling below ; the appearance awful, but
my mind was preserved from-apprehension of danger, ‘which was
no small favour. After emerging from between lofty rocks, just
at twilight, Dolgelley appeared rather a pleasant spot, though it is
a poor mean town.

87d day. Went toa meeting appointed at Tyddyn-y-garreg; but
few Friends. « After some conflict, we gave up fo what we appre-
hended might tend fo peace ; and accompanied by Richard Brown,
proceeded to sit in the families separately, and were favoured to
get through to satisfaction.

5th day. Breakfasted at Welchpool, where we parted, in
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mutnal tenderness, from our kind guide Richard Brown. The
country now open and beautiful, but my thoughts were much
with the inhabitants of the mountains. Reached Shrewsbary.
Buildings and signs of opulence, very different from what we have
left: Our minds in a low spot; though through condescending
merey, no railing accusation disturbed onr measure of peace.
6th day. The few Friends met us here. Received letters.”

Among these was one from Abigail Starbuck, of which the
following is-an extract.

“ Milford, 10¢% of 104 month, 1794.
DeAR AND EsTEEMED I'rRiexp, Mary Bersnmy,

We have been anxious to hear how yon get along, and we had
the pleasure to hear from you by the Friends that visited this
quarter ; their concern was to strengthen what remained, and to
endeavour to build up the waste places, and to encourage in us
diligent perseverance in.the Truth. Tt appeared to me that their
counsel and admonition was dropped in much caution and
tenderness, and I hope it may be attended to by us all. Their
visit was truly acceptable.

My dear friend, I feel myself much obliged to thee for thy

tender comunsel and advice to our son Samuel, and hope it may

make lasting impression on his mind. It is my desire, for mine,
that they may be enabled to make straight steps, having their
eye single; to that which is-able to preserve from the snares and
temptations which may present ; and as for us-that are adyanced
in years, though we are far short of being as way-marks, it is my
desire that we may so conduct ourselves as not to be stumbling-
blocks ; but that we may endeavonr to press forward, though
many times under a sense of our own weakness and unworthiness,
feeling desires tounite with the living, and to be favoured 1o
partake of the crumbs which fall from their tables.

Samuel desires gratefully to acknowledge thy kindness to him ;
aud Daniel presents his dear love to both his beloved friends, he

1794.] MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. 93

was pleased to hear of their being at Llanidloes, and would be
obliged by their opinion respeeting the school.”

“7th day. Set out for Coalbrookdale; good road and fine
country ; the Severn winds beautifully. Not a liftle gratified in
meeting with our very kind friend, Richard Reynolds, his wife,
and dear P. H. Gurney.

15t day, 11th. Sat the preparative and other meetings.

2ued day. Called at two schools, supported by the Dale Friends,
for the instruction of poor children. It was pleasant to sit with
the childven, and to observe the care exercised toward them.
We then walked to the Cottage, a quiet retreat: we were
accompanied by dear P. H. Gurney, who has an apartment at the
Cottage, for her own accommodation, furnished in.simplicity.

dth day. Several Friends accompanied us to their Monthly
Meeting, at Shrewsbury. A small gathering.

6tk day. Came to the house of T. Waring, at Leominster.
Our mare failing in strength, we judged it best to send her to
Worcester, under the care of our attentive and constant guide,
Thomas Goode, whom we also think it right to set at liberty to
return home. We have to acknowledge his uniformly obliging
care towards us, throughout our long journey.

Tth day. Again set our faces toward the mountains, to attend
an adjourned Monthly Meeting, at the Pales, in Radnorshire.
William Young was so kind as to accompany us. Got to Rees
Bowen’s about dusk.

Vst day, 18th. Agreeably surprised to-sce Richard Brown, who
had come to meet us. Several sober people attended the meet-
ing, to our satisfaction, and we hope in no way to their own
hurt. © At the meeting for discipling; most of the few members
andtheir children were present, and we have some ground to think
it was a favoured opportunity, to our encouragement. The hands
of the very few rightly concerned Friends in these parts stand in

need of strengthening, and the dear children of instruction.
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20¢k. A beautiful day for our return to Leominster.

21st. At meeting. A weighty part of our concern remains to
be-accomplished ; that of sitting in the families of Friends of
this county.

23rd. Entered on the service; the company of our friend
William Young is very acceptable to us.

24tk. Simple obedience to apprehended requirings is no small
exereise’;but worthy is-the Liord to be waited upon, and in
humility obeyed!

29th, Came to meeting at Bromyard.

30¢%; A day of humiliation and poverty of spirit. Sat with
the families; in the evening, favoured with'a peaceful calm.

1147 mo. 1sf. Came to Thomas Pritchard’s at Ross.

4zh.- A little favoured with that which tenders and contrites
the hard heart; which is mnot at oumrcommand, but is very
precious, and worth waiting for.

6zk. Went ten miles to visit a family ; very affecting was the
situation of the man Friend; lamenting, in much contrition,
time passed, with faculties abused; an awful lesson !

10%. Rode on horseback to Cowkerry, and sat with the family,
this concludes the engagement here. My mind is in a low
spot; but upon a retrospect, do mot feel condemnation, buf
encouragement to continued prayer to the Father of mercies, that
T may bea humble; patient believer; waiting at the footstool -of
Divine Grace.

11¢4. We have not felt at liberty to leave this place, to-morrow
being the Monthly Meeting. If favoured with a little renewal of
strength to our edification, we shall not murmur, though we
feel it desirable to reach our journey’s end.

12¢%. Sat the meetings under close exercise; we trust that our
desires were honest, and the rest we must leave; but O! may
the Father of mercies more and more manifest of his own wisdem
and pure righteonsness, m the secret of our hearts! and may we
who profess the Truth, be humble, patient and faithful !
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14¢4. Favoured at Worcester Meeting, with inward comfort
and peace.”

Soon after the conclusion of this journey, Mary Capper went to
pay a visit to her brother Jasper, at Stoke Newington, during
which she wrote as follows :—

“ 1795,1st month, 4th. 1st day.

As I rode this evening from London to Stoke Newington, it
came under my consideration whether it might not be profitable
to myself, or in some measure to the dear children with whom
my lot is now cast, to take some written account of my daily
thoughts and actions, with the most prevailing dispositions of my
mind. It is under humiliating apprehensions that 1 enter upon
this work, as T mean fo be honest in the main, though I often
think it a favour that we are not obliged to tell all we think; for
strange is the motley throng of human thoughis!

This morning after walking to town with my Brother, Molly,*
and the children, went to meeting; where our friend Thomas
Seattergood was favoured, in gospel love and power, largely to
minister instraction, “consolation and encouragement to the
devoted in hemrt ; particularly to the young and rising genera-
tion ; and I think that according fo my measure, my desires were
sincere and earnest that the dear children (some of whose minds
I am persuaded are favoured with pious impressions;) may be
rightly encouraged to hold on their way, in holy integrity.

In the afternoon, after some conflict of doubts and fears, T
ventured to express a few words; whether under right influence
I must leave to Him who judgeth in merey: but for this sweet,
consolatory ‘word merey, as a distinguishing atiribute of our
Creator and Redeemer, surely my heart would faint within me !

# Mary Whiting, sfterwards Harding; for thirteen years the faithful and

beloved nurse in J. C's family; and one to whom Mary Capper was much
attached.
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At the close of the day, while my Sister was reading the Serip-
tures, my mind was favoured with a little overflowing tenderness,

2 day 1 attendedy the-Morning Meeting. I trust it was
not an unprofitable season ; it is not pleasant, but I believe ib s
well for us, to be sifted as wheat.

8rd day; Favoured with o renewed desive to walk in humility,
simplicity and  faithfulness, under which I felt affectionately
united to the dear children; their beloved mother, &c.

The children went to their Grandfather’s, and Elizabeth Fry,
with her daughter Elizabeth, took tea here, 1 thought their
company pleasant.  In-the evening my -Brother read some
chapters of the Bible to us, and my mind was comforted. In
humble gratitude I may note that, during the-greater part.of this
day, I have been, through adorable mercy favoured, with a seeret
hope of preservation, and desire after it ; -of myself nothing; but
m mercyy not consumed !

4th. day. Without much hesitation, left/my bed soon after six.
Had a gentle reproof from my niece Rebecea, for being too long
in/dressing ; she®eemed to think T'had lost some time, which T
might have employed in improving myself with her, in the
French language; we read together before breakfast. Went to
town; it was Monthly Meeting. Desirous that I may be favoured
to distinguish the voice of the true Shepherd from the voice of
the stranger,and that I may be made humble; willing-and
obedient.

5tk day. In the Seripture reading and solemn pause, my mind
was comforted. My Brother was so kind as to read us a little
aceount of the method, pursued by himself and my Sister, in the
instruction and education of their children.. With some parts
my mind was much affected, even to tears; and a language arose
in my heart, O! that all parents were thus solidly concerned for
the good of their offspring! As I look toward my other near
and dear relatives who stand in this important station, and
toward those who are unmarried, my desire is that genuine
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religion, in its true spirit and power, may so work upon their
minds as to open their understandings in the way thatis right,
and that will lead to peace, when the world, and all its gaudy,
busy scenes, shall vanish as a dream.

6¢k day. Dear Rebecca shewed some disposition to self-will
and ill-humour at her studies this moring; in the evening, in
some tenderness of spirit, I mingled my tears with hers, T trust
to our mutual comfort, and renewed encouragement to strive
against the evil propensities of our nature, and to wrestle for the
everlasting blessing. Experienced sweet reviving hope and faith,
while my Brother read a portion of the prophecies of Habakkuk.
Retired to rest in peace.

18¢ day, 11¢h. At meeting, my mind rather insensible to good,
but kept alive in the seeret hope and belief, that none ever
songht the Lord in vain, though He is pleased at times to hide
the light of his counfenance from his waiting, dependent chil-
dren. In simplicity, humility and faith is our safety.

8#d day. Still favoured with desires after preservation, and
with some sense of my own weakness, and utter imability to
help or save myself. ~ Felt also a strong and affectionate desire
for the best welfare of my near and very dear relatives.

5tk day. After the usnal reading, M. Whiting walked with me
to Tottenham meeting. A little act of obedience to apprehended
duty, in visiting a family nnder - affliction, seems to have relieved
my mind from some oppression; and the kindness of some friends

was comforting to me. May the Fountain and Father of lLiving

mercies be pleased, in his own free grace, fo preserve me, with
all his little ones, in simplicity and in true lowliness, and in
obedience to his own requirings ; in condescending. mercy, giving
us to distinguish what is his holy will concerning s !

6k day. The first breathing of my spirit was after preservation
from all evil, and that I might more fully know the Power that
leads from every hurtful thing. In the afterncon the little
girls and T visited some poor families, and had a degree of sweet

H
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satisfaction in being empowered to give some relief. ~Great are
the necessities of the poor at this day; added to the extreme
severity of the weather; every article of food is at a high price;
a quartern loaf is 1s./5d:; much is done by subseription, to
alleviate theit sufferings, and much is wanted.

Tth day. In my private cogitations, found self still alive, and
that its branehes shoot in all directions, and still want the
pruning knife. -~ One of the dear children a little untoward ; but
ipon retirmg to rest, after lying awhile upen the pillow, tender-
ness and contrition were granted.  Precidus are the evidences of
a broken heart and confrite spinit ; it is'my joy to be permitted
feelingly to partwcipate.

197k. Second day. Another little girl added to my Sister’siolive
branches. My niéce Rebecea, with her little sister Katharine,
went to Plashett, with their’ Aunt' Fry. The dear remaining
children were as quict-as might be expected, but T felt myself a
very poor substitute amoug them, and was rather uncomfortable.
1 endeavoured to fill my Sister’s station, by attending to the little
one’s lessons.” In the afternoon more at leisure, and enjoyed the
respite ; in the evening-the subject of our reading was wvery
affecting ; rélative to some of the grievous iniquities of the Slave
Trade. O! how cruel is the human heart, swhen not changed by
the power of God! I feel sad under the consideration.

6k day. The might. was so intensely cold that T econld
scarcely sleep; what then must be the 'sufferings of the half-
clothed and hungry poor!

A French lesson before breakfast; read afterwards in the
Epistle to the Hebrews. The children, at their usual occupations,
did not give much trouble, but my mind was anxions and not
comfortable. I seemed to wish for more ability o instruct
the young mind, and felt myself very ignorant in divers wuseful
things. I thought it would be pleasant to be learned, without
the trouble of learning; as inya higher concern, it is desirable to

be humble, but who is there that likes to be humbled ?
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25tk. First day. Walked fo town ; on our way there and back,
my nephew Samuel and I called upon some poor families, and
gave a little, through the bounty of a Friend in London. The
long continued severity of the weather calls for consideration of
the poor. The river is so frozen that the bargemen cannot
follow their usnal ocenpation. Coals are three shillings per
bushel, and I am told that some of the poor buy them by the
quarf. Thermometer twenty-one degrees below the freezing point.

A warm desire has been raised in my heart, on my own
account, that I may both be preserved from offering the sacrifice
of fools, and from keeping back what may be compared to
the small tithes, when they are really required at my hands.
O for a right spirit; and a diseerning judgment !

R87h. The meeting proved a time of confiiet. Surely our
spirifual enemies are lively! Still T have hope in the promises.
The Redeemer of men is my Captain and my Saviour. O! may
my spirib eleave unto him, then will my soul be kept from the
jaws of the devourer. Flizabeth Fry took me back to Newing-
ton. In the evening my mind was not in a desirable state. I
spoke to my miece Rebecea in a wrong mamner ; which upon cool
reflection, I was made willing to acknowledge and condemm. O
the humiliations which fallen nature stands in need of.

20¢4. Surely our Heavenly Father deals graciously with us,
when He discovers tous our insufficieney; our weakness and ony
dependent state! During the morning’s reading and refirement,
my spirit was raised in desire to follow our spiritual Joshua, that
I may witness all the polluted inhabitants to be destroyed ; and T
wished the dear children might be fed with the sincere milk of the
word, and grow thereby, so as to bec¢ome valianb in resisting evil,

31st. A dawn of fresh comfort this morning, and the day
passed in more tranquillity than some preceding ones. It seems
probable that my Sister may soon be restored to her important
stafion in the family. May she grow in spiritual strengthe!

2ad month, 1st. First doy. Mild but gloomy morning. We

H 2
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walked to town ; the meetings were dull. Tf the great Lord and
Master shine mot in upon our souls, how is our brightness
obscured ! yet though he tarry, let us wait for Him. T dined
with Elizabeth Bevington, and lodged with A. Christy. In the
evening we had & time of retirement, in which I felt a glow of
desire that the dear young people might press through every
discouragement, and follow their spirifnal Leader. And O,
gracions Saviour! préseive and lead me also; that while I
apprehend it right to speak unto others, I myself become not a
castaway.

3rd day. Our usual engagements goné through with calm-
ness. M. Whiting and T visited several poor, and relieved their
wants, throngh the bounty of others; fo our gratification and

their comfort. ' Coals and provisions still advancing in price, and

many are thrown out of work by the frost.
5tk day. My nephew Samuel accompanied me to distribate to
the sick and distréssed ; afterwards I sat’in my Sister’s room ;
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our Heavenly Father was extended toward us. My Sister went
through some of the children’s lessons; they also studied with
their master. A liberal and guarded education, under the eye of
judicious and well informed parents or teachers, appears to me
no small privilege, where the young mind is preserved from
imbibing false ideas, and is instructed as to the different nature
of things, with a foundation of useful knowledge, instead of
that superficial learning which puffs up, and does not profit.
Rebecea and T visited some poor families, and had the comfort
of finding them in improved circumstances.

23rd. Second day. The Morning Meeting was a. time of
solemnity and instruction. Dined at Joseph Smith’s, with T.
Scattergood and Willian Crotch. Called on asick Friend and
was comforted. The frost seems again broken up ; dreadful have
been the accounts of floods in varions parts, and complicated are
the distresses of many.

3rd duy.. My Brother far from well.

5tk day. In the night he was much worse, and our distress

she, with her infant” daughter Mary,is finely. In the evening,

was great, yet something of resignation was felt; my dear

as T was sitiing by the bed-side of one of the dear children, and

Y FLIN B T F L

s

reflecting on the prevailing disposition of my mind during the
day, I was favoured with brokenness in the recollection that
hasty and impatient expressions had escaped my lips, fo my own
hurt and that of this dear child, who gently, and with becoming
diffidence, became my instructor. Sweet and vexy precious is
sueh a monitor, and my desire is that I may really profit.

6tk day. “The word of the Lord is quick and powerful;” a
reprover of evil, discerning and manifesting the thoughts ; and I
have believed it no small favour to be made sensible of such a
secret. Power. 'This morning, the dear children mot quite so
well disposed for application as at some fimes; but who is
uniformly disposed toward good? There is need of pafience,
both with ourselves and others.

12¢4. Very severely cold. At the morning reading and
retirement, a little seeret hope arose, that the power and mercy of

Brother expressed that if the time of separation was come, he
had nothing to depend on but mercy ; and indeed I believed that,
had he then breathed his last, he would have been reccived into
the arms of condescending Mercy. He has been very weak
to-day; thoughin a favoured; tender frame of spirit. 1f we dare
desire, it is for his xestoration; nevertheless resignation is our
lesson, and may the great Master give us ability to learn, Him-
self being our Teacher. .
6¢k day. My beloved Brother is mueh better, and it appears
Likely that he may be spared a little longer, tofill . the important
stations of husband and father ; which-is no small favour. 1
think my spirit craves for him, as for my own soul, that we
may find a Redeemer’s love and merey, to strengthen and
sustain, in every succeeding combat with flesh and blood, which
can never enter the kingdom of rest and peace. My purpose of
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eavine this fam Spa ikl : -
leaving thi family, so as+to be at my own Quarterly Meeting at

Birmingham, brings me info a strait; nor have I yet fully
determined. : :

14 day. My Brother continues to improve. In the evening
we | were favoured with a [ittle quiet waiting in his chamber;
whererein my mind was affected with a sense of our Heavenly
Father’s love, and gracious design, in handing the cup of
affiction. — My dear-Rebecca was particularly brought near to
ny best fechings, and some remarks, made in our little private
retirement  together, affecfed me; surely the dear child is under
the preparing, purifying Hand! May all-the dear children be
preserved from everything that can harm them !

3rd mo. 1st, London, First day. 1 have this day-thoughtat
matters little. what we suffer, if it have.but a tendency to stay
our minds wpon God. The two little'gitls and T rode to town ;
thereswas mmch snow:™ In the evening we had a time of zetire-
ment. I3 our designto stop a day or two with my Brother
and Sister in Martin’s Lane, as I still think of returning to
Birmingham soon:

3rd | day. The weather still cold and gloomy. I atfended
Devonshire House Meeting ; a solid opportunity. My dear little
girls rather too much dissipated, to the hurt, as I thought, of
their own peace, and to my dissatisfaction.

4tk Bl mo: Fowrth day. We attended Gracechurch Street
Monthly Meeting. = Went to see My dear brother Jasper, and
were comforted to find him better. T think I feel desives for our
growth in the Truth, and establishment. therein. In the
prospeet of leaving, I may add, that my visit has been some

help,  strength ‘and encouragement, to my feeble mind.”
Fxtract of a letter from Jasper Capper to Mary Capper.

« Stoke Newington, 10¢% of 3rd mo, 1795.
My DEAR SISTER,

[ feel inclined to write to thee, thongh at present, T see but
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one sentence before me; which is, that since our separation,
the little sittings we were favoured to have during thy visit,
have returned with sayour to my recollection ; and some words
then dropped have seemed to yield secret mourishment ; parii-
cularly those recommending us not to look for great manifesta-
tions, but to keep little and low. I have been, many times of
late, made prisoner under the cruel hands of Giant Despair, that
is, so far as Doubting Castle ; yet through mercy, not given over
into his power. Now and then a dawn of hope revives my soul;
and having no other refuge but mercy, through Jesus Christ,
who ¢came into the world to save sinners,” I endeavour to hold
fast this confidence.”

No further memoranda oceur till the summer of next year.

% Birmingham, 1796. 64% mo. 21st. Returned to my lodgngs,
after having been absent two months or more, in which time I
have. visited, agreeably and T hope not mnprofitably to mysel,
some of my friends, attended the Yearly Mceting, and staid
some time with my brother Jasper’s family; setting my Brother
and Sister at liberty to make a little excursion among: their
fiiends and relations in Wilishive, &e.

97th.. Called at Bingley, and saw our suffering friend P.
Farmer, who appears near her end; long and trying has been
her bodily affliction, and exemplary her patience, through the aid
of that Divine power that helpeth our infirmities.

74% mo. 3rd. T have spent a few days agreeably with T. and
E. Biddle. My mind is under an increasing weight of concern,
in' the prospect’ of joining some Friends, in a religious visit to
the families of our monthly meefing.

7#h. An Evening Meeting was held, at the request of William
Savery, from America.

S¢4. Our eonflicting friend, P, Farmer, was released. Dined
at Sammel Baker’s, with Wiliam Savery, with whom I felt a
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sweet fellowship. Secretly and earnestly engaged in desire for
preservation ; and if it be meet, enlargement in thy law, O!
my Heayenly Father.

13¢k. Laid before the Monthly Meeting my prospect of joming
in a religious visit to the families of Friends.

14¢4. We proceeded in: the visit, and are encouraged to go
forward in the strength granted ; not leoking to ourselves. John
Southall and Mary Beesley are my companions.

9¢h mo.6th. Concluded the family visit. ' 1 have little to say,
but have a humble hope that mercy will yet be extended to
myself, a poor unworthy servant.

3rd mo. 5th, 1797. Our valued friend John Southall was
removed by death. T look back with comfort to his simple,
humble dedication ; and T have also felt a liftle consolation i
having accompanied him last summer in-the visit to the families
of this Monthly Meeting.

22d. Our friends Ruth Fallows and John Cash sat our
meeting ; examples of silent refirement in spirit.

25¢%. Ruth Pallows left us.  Lwish instructively to remember
her quiet example nnder suffering.

5tk month 12th. Having heard of the death of our much
valued friend Hannah Burgess, I think to set out for Leicester
to-morrow, in order to be at the interment at Oakham, and to
proceed to the Yearly Meeting.

13th. Reached Lieicester, and was kindly helped forward by

John Priestman, to Ridlingion Park, a house of solemn mourn-
ing. John Cash and William and Henry Tuke, attended the
burial.

London.« The' Yearly Meeting was well attended,,and in
some of its sittings, much solemmty was to be felt ; to some of
us it was a very humbling time, but perhaps not unprofitable.
George Dillwyn, David Sands and William Savery gave a safis-
factory account of a veligious visit which they had paid in some
parts of Germany and France. Mary Beesley left London soon
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after the close of the Yearly Meeting, but my mind seemed, from
the Tittle T could feel, still bound to London. I have attended
various meetings, and hope I have from time to time been
instructed and strengthened to hold on; in the remewed belief
that it is good to wait, and quietly to hope, and fo be patient,
when we are tried and sifted as wheat.

After some consideration, 1 thought I might be doing my
Brother and Sister a kindness by staying with their family, and
setting them at liberty to attend the General Meeting at
Ackworth, &. They were absent six weeks.

9¢h mo. 2nd. 1 left Stoke Newington and came to Hertford.
Went to Special West’s, in his little cart; found them in pretty
good health, and in more comfortable outward circumstances
than formerly. I believe their concern for the welfare and
prosperity of Zion and her travallers, is still alive and daily
cherished.

6¢h. A certificate was brought in to the Monthly Meeting for
signature, expressive of unity with Mary Pryor, in her concern
to visit some parts of America.

8#h. Coneluded it best to proceed homeward, having for
some time had a view of accompanying Mary Beesley in a visit
to some of the meetings of Friends in Worcestershire and
Herefordshire ; with which I had acquainted my friends. John
Frywas so kind as to bring me to Lmton, in Bedfordshire.
I was very kindly ‘received, entertained, and I may add com-
forted, at the house of Daniel Brown; their son took me to
Dunstable.

11#k. Came home by coach ; ’tis pleasant to return in safety :
for this favour I am thankful,

18%4. At the Monthly Meeting, spread my prospect before
my friends, with a sincere desire to have their judgment and
feeling, and to submit thereunto.

25¢k. Quarterly Meeting at Leicester.  Some monies were
entrusted to Women Friends for distribution. Tt is a right
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and a good thing to inspect, and cheerfully to relieve, the
necessities of our poor.

1047 moo 2nd: Arrived. at 'Wick, and found my dear friend
Mary Beesley tolerably ‘well. i

8. First day.. We were at a meeting appointed at Almerly,
a spot- where none of our Seciety now reside. We hope that
neither the Cause that we were engaged feebly to support, nor
the mind of any honest enquirer, was wounded. The company
of' our+valued friend William Young, with some others from
Leominster was particalarly acceptable. ~We sat a meeting at
Leéominster in the evening, with Friends-and others.

10%A. Set out for Ross and arrived late.

11#4. We attended the Monthly Meeting, and-called on
Thomas Pritchard, who is very unwell, but in a lively, tender
frame of mind ; expressing lis humble-desire for daily supplies
of patience, that he may bear his affliction with proprietys We
thought it a.lesson of instruction.

164%. ~At Stourbridge Monthly Meeting. ~ Apprehending i
right for us to propose sitting-with Friends in their families,
it “was concurred with ; Blizabeth Lowe joined us, which was
helpful to us.

244k, Proceeding with the work. There are seasons when
these times of retirement in families are made refreshing to
both wisiters and visited. - The maim-end jn view s, that all
that would exalt itself may be brought into the dust; that all
within us may be humbled, and our spirits contrited, and
sweetly united in a harmonious labour for the prospemty of
Truth in owrselyes and others.

95¢4. Dudley: | We have been closely engaged; mot loitering,
but humbly desiring, as enabled, to help and to be helped.

98¢k Stourbridge. Visited two very poor creatures, from
miseonduct and mismanagement. They have been disunited from
our Society, mot marrying members of it, nor shewing any
regard for its excellent order or wholesome discipline ; yet to
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such as these, tenderness and love should be extended; and
I thought we felt, in one of these opportunities, that precious,
sacred influence which breaks the hard heart; and this con-
descending favour is worth seeking for. O, “how it unifes!
how it humbles the families of the whole earth, when submitted
to; without distinction of high or low, rich or poor!

30¢h. Left Stourbridge; not without painful feelings, as it
did not seem a time for our minds to obtain full relief.

11¢% mo. 2nd. Came to Worcester, and dined at T. Beving-
ton’s, where we met with Sarah Stephenson, Mary Jefferies,
Amn Hunt and Elizabeth Bevington; the two former were
engaged in a visit to the families of Friends in this place.

In the afternoon we came to Wick, and passed the evening
quietly together.

8th. Mary Beesley returnetl her minute to the Monthly Meet-
ine, I concluded to remain awhile with her, as her Mother
is from home.

12tk mo. 2nd. Returned to my own comfortable home.

3rd. First day. Sarah Lynes, a very young ministering Friend,
was ab our meeting.

13#%. Sarah Lynes attended our Monthly Meeting, and was
largely engaged in the ministry. Ann Baker requested the
concurrence of Friends m her desire fo accompany Sarah Lynes.

18¢%.. Our Quarterly Meeting at Coventry. Sarah Lynes
engaged in stirring up the members of our Society to a closer
attention to the pure principle of Truth, as we profess if.

204k As 8. Lynes had a meeting in the evening, we thought
it might be right for M. B. and me to stay here, and endeavour
to strengthen her hands. 'The meeting was large.

22nd. -Savah Lynes was concerned to go into the market and
call the people to amendment of life, &. During our stay
at Coventry, we attended several meetings appointed by her, and
accompanied her to visit the prisoners in the County Gaol; an

affecting scene !
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29tk We returned to Birmingham.

1798. 1st mo. 1st. My beloved friend Mary Beesley left me.

Srd-mo. 23rd. Attended the mterment of Sarah Atkins, Jun.
at Chipping Norton.  William Savery was unexpectedly there.
Went to the Quarterly Meeting at Worcester, and afterwards
spent-a few solitary days at Wick, my dear friend Mary Beesley
being at Worcester, fitting up some rooms which she has taken
for a residence.

I staid several weeks with M. B. in her new home, and found -

the accommodations comfortable. With. peace of mind, all
places and all circumstances are made more supportable than
we may anticipate.”

While at Worcester,- Mary Capper thus addressed her en-
deared friends Ann Baker and Sarah Liynes, who were stll
labouring together in the work of the ministry.

“Worcester, 29¢% of 4tk month, 1798,
DEAR 1O0VED ANN AND-SARAH.

How very often have you been the subject of onr thoughts!
We have spoken of you, I believe, daily, and yet more often
secretly breathed in spirit that the Father of mercies might be
with, you,. the account, of your exercises affects us with an awful
sense of Divine condescension and care, renewedly manifested
on your behalf. We have afresh to belieye that it is your meat
and drink to do your Heavenly Father’s will, and that you
have, at times, to partake of food which the world knows not
of; but we_ are ready to fear that natural strength must sink
under such exertions; nevertheless we desire to trust in that
Power that constrains, and also abilitates, far beyond our
comprehension ; so may you be directed, helped and strengthened!

In unfeigned affection,
M. C.
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«179S. Tth mo. 114h. Requested permission, from my
Monthly Meeting, to accompany Mary Beesley in a visit to
Triends of Bristol, &c.

29ud. First duy. After our Morning Meeting, I walked to
Wednesbury, Deborah Darby and Rebecca Young having an
evening meeting; there, it was very fully attended, and proved
a solemn time. O! that all might profit by opportunities like
these, and gather to God.

Sth mo. 22nd. At the Monthly Meeting at Atherstone;
received my certificate. It is my desire to have the unity of
my friends, in all these important concerns.

93rd. T thought our ‘meeting was favoured with a renewed
sense of our Heavenly Father's regard; such. seasons incite us
to hope and persevere under discouragement. Mary Lloyd was
enabled to supplicate at the footstool of mercy.

Otk mo. 17th. Mary Beesley and I had a meeting at Glou-
cester, and then proceeded to Bristol, where we were accom-
modated at Thomas Pritchard’s, and attended the Quarterly
Meeting. '

24¢%. Were at the Quarterly Meeting at Melksham, from
whenee we went to Exeter, and sat the meefings on First day.
Our_valuable friend Ann Byrd was with us at these meetings,
and at the Quarterly Meeting at Kingsbridge, where she was
a help and strength to us. The young men were, in a par-
ticular manner, warned and tenderly exhorted, on the subject
of unbelief. A dark and subtle spirit of scepticism seems,
as it were, let loose in many places. O! may the God ef Truth
preserve us.

104% mo. 9th. We were at Thomias Fox’s,” Wellington; sat
with the families  there; and had a meeting with Thomas Fox’s
work people. Went to Milverton; sat in the families, and had
times of religious retirement in the two schools; the children
were remarkably solid, and some of them tendered in spirit.

17¢h. Came to Taunton, where T saw my nephew Edward
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Capper, (the son of my brother John,) who was stationed there,
hm'ing enlisted under the banner of man. He nppeared thought-
lessly happy. .
20/h. Came to’ Bridgewater, indisposed from a cold, and
under trial of mind, having felt a secret impulse to visit the
prisoners in the Gaol at Iichester; but a fear took hold of my
mind, lest we should undertake such ‘a thing without riglit
quahfication; or that having leard of -others being so led, we
might mistake tender-sympathy for a call of duty. Under this
seeret | fear, L -did mot strengthen my beloved friend in her
apprehension of duty, but rather desired-that we might again
try the fleees; so we went to Bridgewater, where we passed
a tried’ week, finding our way elosed wp: We then judged
1t best to open our minds to a few Eriends, who, to my
admiration, felt for and with us, and pointed out a way for onr
relief> Richard Ball wrote to John HI.])\‘](A_\-, who came to us
and._accomipanied-us to Ilechester.  He spoke to the Jailer

and Under Sheriff, explaining the mature of our request; but

was admissible. A Chaplain being employed
it e pioyed,

no such* thing
it~avas alleged that the .prisoners’ minds were ecomfortables
so we left Tlchester not much comforted. We went to Street,
where we met with Hannah Barnard and Elizabeth Coggeshall,
from America.

11#%-mo. 22ud.~« Came-home; to the house of our kind and
fatherly companion and frieud, Joseph Naish, who has been
with us a considerable fime.

25¢h.« At the Monthly Meeting at Claverham, and sat in some
families ; but receiving information from Worcester, of the
death of H. Beesley, and of the alarming illuess of Joseph
Beesley, after deliberate conmsideration, with the concurrence
of our friends, we concluded to go to Worcester.

30¢%. At Worcester, had the satisfaction to find our yalued
friend better.

124% mo. 10tk. Came home to Birmingham,
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12k mo. 31st. Went to Woreester. Visited the poor unhappy
prisoners in the castle. Mary Beesley’s state of health, a heavy
fall of snow, and other impediments, detained us long from our
journey.

1799. 3rd mo. 9th. We set forward.

31sf. At Glastonbury, Joseph Naish joined us.

4tk mo. 2nd. We went to Compton, passing through Ilchester.
We remembered our feelings there, and were depressed.

8rd. At the Monthly Meeting at Yeovil. Returning, to
Tichester, we gained admittance into the Jaill, to visit the three
poor unhappy men, who were to be hanged m a few days.
O! wretched, wretched man, when separated from the love
of God in Christ Jesus!

9%k Came to Bristol Quarterly Meeting.

12¢4. We went to Newgate, accompanied by several Friends.
It proved a solemn time of warning, exhortation and encour-
agement, to the poor prisoners, O! that men would fear the
Liord, and walk as in lis presence.

13/ With Samuel Dyer, Mary Dudley and others, we
visited ‘the asylums for the blind, and for orphans; in both
places there were religious communications.

Dear Mary Beesley alarmingly unwell, which occasioned a
painful delay of two weeks ; but every dispensation, if nightly
submitted to, is profitable. — When she had.a little- recovered,
we ventured out: together, and ‘were at the small meeting
of Lawrence Weston; dined at John Harford’s, Blaise Castle,
and had an opportunity of serious communication in the
family.

30%%. At the Monthly Meeting, at Bristol, where we proposed
going into the families of Friends in the city. After so doing
we felt our minds, through condescendmg favour, humbly and
quietly stayed, in the secret hope that we should be helped
forward in the Iime of dufy, through all discouragements.

5th mo. 4th. We came to the house of our very valuable
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friend Joseph Naish, who acecompanied us to the families at
Claverham, Yatton and Sideot.

164k We. came again-to Bristol, where we met our dear
friends Sarah Harrison and: Ann Byrd. They, like tender,
nursing mothers, entreated us kindly, and cheered our drooping
minds, with the language of encouragement.

194k, First day.  We entered  upon the serious business of
visiting the families, also the schools, and the house of recep-
tion| for-the destitute -and vagabond poor.

We remained in and about Bristol for three months, and on
the 274 of 8tk mo. left our kind friend Thomas Pritchard’s
with quiet’ and thankful minds.

9%k mo. 4¢h. We reached Worcester ; and although- we. feel
poor and unworthy, yet-we can humbly acknowledge that the
gracious Creator and Preserver of men is ever worthy to be
served.

10¢%. Retumed to my own home.

1800. 1st mo. 2ud: This year is ushered in with dearness of
all provisions, The poor are helped by the establishment of
soup shops, and have a quart-of good soup for a penny ; sonie of
the respectable inhabitants attend, to serve it out and keep good
order. This mode of relief gives much satisfaction.

12¢k. First day. At Gracechurch Street meeting. Thomas
Scattergood was engaged - the ministry, in language somewhat
prophetic of a trying day to come, and earnest exhortation to be
preparved for it. I saw and spoke to Sarah Lynes. She con-
tinues to exercise her extraordinary gift, and has lately visited the
families of Friends of this meeting with Susanna Horne.

2nd wo. Lst. Mary Pryor and her daughter Savory dined with
us, at Stoke Newington. Mary Pryor gave us a very affecting
description of her voyage, and preservation on her passage, to
America; also permitted us to hear some recent letters from
thence, one of them containing a pathetic account of the death,
or perhaps we may allowably say the happy translation of Samuel
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Emlen, whose labours in this country are remembered, by some
of us, with heart-felt tenderness.

10¢%. Attended the Morning Meeting; these mectings are
often very instructive times to young ministers, and T esteem it a
privilege to sit them.

24¢h. Attended the select Quarterly Meeting, and went home

~with Mary Stacey, to Lamb’s Conduit Street, where I lodged,

and passed my time not unprofitably.

25¢h. Accompanied Mary Stacey to the Quarterly Meeting,
which was very solemn and quiet. Awful and affecting were
the exhortations and warnings given by our friend Thomas
Scattergood.

4tk mo. 13th. Fipst.day. 1 attended-the Peel Meetingy which
is much altered since I resided within its compass; many being
deceased, &c. I dined with Robert Webb, who is now mostly
confined to his house. I well remember his kind notice of me;
when T first attended that meeting. I also called on a poor
woman: Friend, who in days that are past, shewed me great
kindness, which T have not forgotten.

RUtk. Kirst day. At both meetings. Low seasons are some-
times most lastingly profitable. Walked to an interment at
Whitechapel ; was glad to meet with Thomas Shillitoe, who
kindly helped me along. Returned to Stoke Newington in time
to partake of the benefit of the family-reading of the Seriptures,
which often proves a refreshment, after a trying, ' fatiguing day.

5¢k mo. Tth. At the Monthly Meeting, Sarah Lynes returned
a minute. T dined with her at Joseph Savory’s; she very
modestly gave some little account of her arduous labours at
Leeds, &e.

18¢%. The Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders began. It
was pleasant o see the faces of so large a number of valuable
Friends, who, since this time last year, have, many of them,
been diligently and laboriously engaged for the spreading of

the Gospel; not only in this part of the vineyard, but extending

I
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their visits more widely, as strength and ability were given, to
go forth, and gather the people to the true Shepherd. It was
also~Very precious to-sit under some sense of the goodness of
that Power which unites in harmonions desire for the well-being
of immortal souls, and that the whole rational creation of Ged
may be brought to know, and truly to serve Him.

21s#, The Women’s Yearly Meeting opened. Solemnity was
afresh felt to spread-over us, and a desive was felt by some, to
be so watchful as to keep our proper stations, whether in silent
exercise or more active service.

26tk A memorial respeeting Martha Haworth was read.
Sweet_tenderness of spirit was felt, and-a desire raised, that
through renewed mercy, our minds may-be stimulated fo ded-
cation.

27th. Felt secret breathings that-solid edification might be
the -blessed fruit of these our large assemblies. Some dis-
couraging- eircumstances-did occur. /By high authorify we are
taught that offences will come; but blessed are they who are
not offended-in Christ! A letter, addressed to the Yearly
Meeting, by a Friend in Wales, (probably Job Thomas;) mow
confined to his habitation from indisposition, was sent in from
the men’s meeting and read.

98¢h. At Southwark Meeting, formerly called the Park; it
was a-time. of refreshing, during the offering of supplication by
dear James Graham.

29¢4. Our friend Phebe Speakman, now about to return to
America, addressed us very affectionately. We received an in-

David Sands, and Thomas
Shillitoe,

30#%. Much comnsel was administered, encouraging individuals
to cireumspection in their daily walk; and to a careful discharge
of manifested duty, in speaking the truth one to another, rather
than one of another; and after a silent pause, we separated.

6¢h mo. 1st. At Peel Meeting in the morning. Felt a secret
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sense of reproof for uttering words somewhat hastily, though T
did apprehend that T felt a gentle impulse to stand up; but I
believe, from my own feclings (afterwards confirmed by my
friends) that T did not sufficiently weigh the necessity; and I
did not reap the reward of sweet peace ; this I wish to note
as a warning for the future.

Birmingham, 674 mo. 29¢k. First day. At meeting this mern-
g felt solitary, having no companion in the ministry; Ann
Baker bemg married, and gone to reside at Worcester; and
M. Lioyd being absent at this time. In the evening Mary
Stacey and Sarah Lynes had a meeting with the inhabitants.

8th mo. 6th. At our Monthly Meeting at Hartshill, where 1

asked leave torwisit the Preparative Meetings; and"if the way
should open, the families of Friends, in the South Division of
our Quarterly Meeting, also some meetings in Oxfordshire, in
which T expect to be jomed by my dear friend Mary Beesley.
In the evening I went to John: Dearman’s, as he and his wife
had ‘gone from home.

17k, Eirst day. More than a week has been passed in my
new occnpations, Wwhich take up mueh of my attention ; the dear
children” are very interesting.

2444, My dear friend Mary Beesley came, to accompany me

m my journey; both of us having the concurrence of our
friends.

25th. We went to'the house of our kind friend T." Harrs,
Long Compton.

27¢h. Our kind friend took us, in a little cart, to Stow, where
we attended a very small meeting. We were kindly entertained

- by a widow, who does not profess with us, but who seems

sensible of the uniting influence ‘of the one ‘cementing Power.
After dinner, something better than ourselves seemed to clothe
our spiits; and encouragement to the widow, and ecounsel to
her son, were expressed. Came afterwards to Camden.

28th. Rode on horseback to meeting. Here they have some

I 2
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tru¢ mothers among them, and agreeable young people, so that
the Preparative Meeting is held to some satisfaction. We
lodged at our friend Jeffrey Bevington’s, and were very kindly
cared for by his wife, whos not only an affectionate, attentive
nurse to her infirm, afficted husband, but also ready and willing
to entertain strangers.

After partaking of the refreshment of ‘the table, and through
favour, of spiritual refreshment fogether, we considered it safest
for us, in order to find peace, to sit with the other families
of Friends.

Oth ino. 3rd. Were at the Week-day Meeting at Shipston ;
sat with” several families, and with some i the station of
servants, not professing with us; for we sometimes feel bound,
in Christian love, to speak a word of ~counsel, warning or
encouragement, as it may arise n our hearts, to those of other
denominations ; well knowing' that ‘mere outward distinetions
are mothing.

5¢h. We. went, to the meeting at Batington. Retired to
rest under some feelings of discouragement, with many a fear
lest, through us, the cause of Truth should suffer, or any honest
mind be hurt.

61h. Visited a family and expressed what seemed to be given
us, amid considerable interruptions. Sometimes the hope is
raiscd, that although some visits of this nature may be pan-
ful, with Iittle sense of good being present, yet, if of the Greab
Master’s ordering, they may return into remembrance, ab a
fature day. Before we left the house of our valuable friend
J. Bevington, we felt a concern to ask his judgment on the

propriety of our sitting with his servants and workpeople ; after

a little deliberation, it was encouraged, and the way made €asy;
no harm, we humbly hope, ensued, and our minds were at
liberty to return to Tredington.

14k, First day. Savah Lamley accompanied us to Brails, where
the neighbours were invited to meef wus, and a considerable
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number came ; we may thankfully acknowledge that something
better than ourselyes was felt to gather our minds info a sweet
stillness; and the people were, in the ability afforded, recom-
mended to seek the substance of religion. Went to an even-
ing meeting, at Long Compton; on the way, took tea with a
family, where to our humbling admiration, we received renewed
capacity to offer counsel, in a feeling sense of secret help. The
meeting was large, quiet and orderly; and may be remembered
as a time of favour.

8th. A very stormy morning; when the rain abated we sef
out, with our steady friend Thomas Harris, and usual equipage ;
viz. a little cart and a blue blanket to keep off the wet; and we
reached Chipping Norton in time for the Monthly Meeting.
Dined at William Atkins’, and called on some friends. A
feeling of sadness covered our minds, under which it seemed
best to keep quiet, and mnot to strain our eyes, asin the dark,
to discover the cause.

Qth. Sarah Lamley met us at Stow, where we attended a
marriage; several came in, particularly some young people,
and it was a serious time. The young couple had been
recently received info our Society; we dined.with them at the
young man’s father’s ; a humble habitation, but we were afresh
convinced that there is no respect of persons with the Almighty
Dispenser of good unto the souls of men.

10¢%. Came to Burford, and sat the meeting on the 1lth,
which did not fully relieve our minds, so we ventured to con-
sult our friends on the propriety of inviting some of the neigh-
bours, particularly the labouring people and servants, to meet
us.. We were encouraged to do what we might find to be
required, and to-morrow evening was fixed for the meeting.

12¢%. Had a meeting with Friends at Witney, and returned
to Burford. William Crotch and a Friend from Cirencester, on
their way to Oxford, having heard of the meeting, and seeing us
just as we reached the town, turned about and sat the meeting,
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which was helpful and encouraging to ms.” The gathering
was yery large, and many stood without; their behaviour was
very-quict and orderly, and a sweet, solemn covering crowned
the whole, tnder which we separated.

137/, 'William Crotch went with us to Chipping Norton ; we
dined together at W. As, and parted with renewed desire for
the good one of another.

14Zk. Pirst day. William Gillett kindly, came from Brails, to
help us forward, on horseback, to Sibford.. We sat both the
meetings there; and were enabled to exhort to watchfulness, and
to a real-engagement of heart to follow those things which make
for peace.. In many places, there seems too much resting
the mere profession of religion.

15¢A.-Came to a meeting at: Adderbury. | Very kindly we were
received at ‘Thomas Wycherley’s; both/he and his wife are
frequently afflicted with ™ illness, and. their minds seemed fo be
kept low.and tender. We had awery, comfortable night’s rest,
very sweet was the quiet we felt.

17¢k. We kept within doors-at Banbury, on account of a
tumult having' arisen about-the high price of provisions.

237d.-Select— Quarterly Meeting at Leicester; we had the
acceptable company of Elizabeth Coggeshall, who exhorted us
to renewed searching of heart.” The Quarterly Meeting next
day,-a. low_season,

96#%. This merning, had umexpectedly fo utter the language
of tender exhortation, to a youug inan just recovering from a
dangerous illness; Tis behaviour was serions and respectinl.
We afterwards learned that he is a Roman Catholic.

2044 Sarah Burgess' and some men Friends acconipanied
w6 to Oakham; wheré we had a meeting with Friends.

3044, Came to our quiet quarters at Leicester, where we were

in received with encouraging cheerfulness. Sometimes it
seems as if the mind would sink foo low, if it were mot for

the continued kindness of our friends.
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104k wo. 1st. At the meeting here. Spent some hours
with an old acquaintance in an enfeebled state of health; 1
hope the time was mof unprofitably passed, though nothing
more than social conversation and secret well-wishing tran-
spired.

6¢%. Visited the prisoners in the County Jail, in company
with some of our friends. After dining with our kind friend
Sarah Heaford, we went to Daniel Woodland’s at Narboro’,
he having kindly undertaken to help.us on our way to Sufton,
where we propose to have a meeting.

7th. A large and serious gathering at Sutton; the people
behaved well, and we humbly hope it was not a profitless time.
We trust that some instruction has been gained by us, under
the various exercises in this our jomrnéy; wherein scme unex-
pected occurrences and detentions have called afresh for dedi-
cation, and the resignation of our will. We went to Sufton
and back, on horseback, being each provided with a good horse
and steady rider, a sight somewhat unusual in this day; five
horses, each double-mounted !

9¢h. Returned to Leicester, and attended the Monthly Meet-
ing. ~Afterwards had a religious opportunity with some friends,
in which love and tenderness were felt, as well as much sympathy

with many now under affliction, from sickness, &c.

18#%. Reached Birmingham ; it felt very pleasant to réturn,
with peace and thankfulnessin our hearts.

1844, This day’s post conveyed the mournful tidings of the
death of our valued friend Joseph Beesley, at Bath. T purpose
accompanying my dear Mary Beesley to Worcester, as she is
now stripped 'of all her\near connexions.

114% ww. 114k, Once more returned to. my pleasant home.
Public distress is great; flour and bread at a very high price.

944k, Flour is now six shillings per peck.

12th mo. 9th. At our Meeting of Ministers and Elders,
we were a little encouraged by the company and communication
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of our dear friends Mary Ridgway and Susanna Appleby, though
the spiritnal life seems low.

10#%. At our Monthly Meeting our dear friend M. Ridgway,
was led to lament our poor, low state, as to spiritual vigour.

17¢k.  Felt thankful for a quief retreat, unembarrassed with
perplexing cares.

1801. 374 mo. 8th:' Ann Alexander and Martha DBrewster
were at-our meetings, which were both silent.

9tk. Spent part of the day with A. A.and M. B. at Samuel
Lloyds. | They seem wnder considerable trial, in the prospect
of visiting families here. Having heard that Thomas Shillitoe
has a similar view, they wait his arrival.

12¢4. /This morning' our friends commenced the visit, and
sat with us.” We had a solemn pause of silence, which was
truly refreshing.  We then were exhorted to become as chil-
dren; and in nothingness-of self, daily'to look unto the Lord,
that-our own.wills-might become fully subjected. And surely
my heartis, at this time, truly desirous that it may be so, a
hard strife is at scasons witnessed there.

28¢k.) Sarah Lamley spent part of the day here, to my
help and instruetion. O! the good Shepherd continues to be
merciful.

3044 Thomas Shillitoe and the other friends called here,
and I spent some-time with them. They have now finished
their arduous engagement here, Parting with those whe, with
meekness and patience, have laboured among us, is not joyous.

4tk mo. 12th. First day. Thomas Shillitoe laboured, with
earnestness, in both meetings, to direct the minds, of the young
people especially, to fear God, and to. take heed to the thing
which is right.

5tk mo. Mary Beesley and I went fo the Yearly Meeting.
At that for mimisters and elders, Sarah Stephenson, in a
weighty manner, opened her concern to visit Ameriea; and Mary
Jefferies, in much humility, expressed her belief that it was her
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duty to accompany her. The Women’s Yearly Meeting con-
cluded several days before the Men’s; they had much important
business before them. We went to Hertford, and from*thence,
with Specill West and his wife, in their litle cart. Very
pleasant it was to enjoy the sweet, fresh air of the country,
in peaceful simplicity, with dear, valued friends, long known
and loved; and whom I do still love, their integrity not having
failed, throngh a long cowrse of years, and many close and
bitter trials. Their latter days seem blessed with a more plen-
tiful supply of things needful for the body than when 1 first
became acquainted with them; and T thought I could partake
of the blessings, with grateful acknowledgment to the gracious
Giver of all our comforts. We staid with these friends some
days, attended Hertford meeting, and came to lodge at John
Pry’s, where we were treated with great kindness, During a
time of religions retirement in this family; a poor wanderer,
from the fold of true peace, came in, and sat down with us.
My dear friend Mary Beesley was led particularly to address
this unhappy young man, in a very affecting manmer. The call
was renewedly extended to him, to return unto his Heavenly
Father’s House, and the stony heart was made capable of feel-
ing, so that great tenderness was evinced.

6tk mo. 25tk. Arrived together, once again, at my quiet,
desirable home, and found the friend of the house, Mary Hands,
in a feeble state.

98¢k, First day. The first meeting held in silence. 1 renew-
edly belieye that there is a Power altogether sufficient to
instruct the waiting mind, without a word being spoken.

29/%. My dear friend left me. = We were favoured to separate

ander & renewal of tender affection one for the other, which

is very precious.

8¢k wo. 17th. Our dear friend Mary Hands was released;
her patience was remarkable to the last.
21sf. Under solemn fecling, the last office was performed ;
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nothing like sorrowing without hope, though the silent tear
was shed, to the memory of one who was most loved by
those-whe- best ‘knew her hidden worth.

10#% mo. 3rd. Mary Beesley, who came to me lately, accom-
panied me to Samuel Lloyd’s, to see Ann Byrd and Hannah
Stephenson.  The long-wished for news, of a treaty of peace
with France, was this' day announced.

44k A cold, ‘wet morning, and  our meeting very small;
little difficulties should not keep us from assembling together.
We stand in mneed of /having our spiritual strength often
renewed.

12tk mov. 6th. - First day. Our morning gathering larger than
sometimes ; to some of us it was an exercising silence, though
perhaps not- unprofitable. Tt is close ‘work, at times, to be
resigned to learn in silence.

25¢h. Lxpect to go to Worcester to-morrow ; the prospect
rather gloomy, it being uncertain where I may settle, as Cornelius
Hands intends to give up housekeeping.

MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER.

CHAPTER VI

MARRIAGH OF HER FRIEND MARY BEESLEY IN 1803.—REMOVAL
INTO MONMOUTHSHIRE, &C.—DEATH OF JAMES LEWIS, 1S10.

1802. 3¢d mo. 10¢k. At our Monthly Meeting obtamed leave
to unite with Mary Beesley, and Ann Pumphrey in visifing the
families of Friends at Worcester, &e.

2874 We entered on the visit.

Ath. mo. 4th. First day. Our valued friend Timothy Bevington,
with difficulty got to the Moring Meeting, and was strength-
ened, when there, to deliver an instructive exhortation, in a very
tender and affecting manner. His health is now so precarious
that it seems doubtful whether he may again be able to meet
liis friends, in their religious gatherings; but his earnest desire
that all may strive to enter W at the straif gate, may be
profitably remembered, when his voice shall be no more heard.
In the evening, refreshed and encouraged by the renewed belief;
that our Heavenly Father binds the poor of the flock, the
children of the family, together in sweet union of spirif.

9¢4. Dined_at John Burlinghaw’s ; were earnestly engaged
in mind, and had to express our desire, for the welfare of
parents and children ; four sons and five daughters being pre-
sent. Returned home in the evening, after our various engage-
ments, wearied in body, but mercifully permitted to experience a
sheastre of that peaceful poverty, whichds more precions than
the increase of corn, wine or oil.

18¢%. First day. Oux morning gathering, after a season of
close inward wrestling, was favoured with a measure of that
life which is the crown of all our religious assemblies.
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1974, The engagement nearly accomplished, and we may say,
with lowly thankfulness, that our minds have been renewed in
love-towards, onr. fellow travellers in the Christian race. We
endeavoured to labour faithfully, in the ability afforded; some
seasons of favour were granted; in which we not only felt “good
will to men;” but could also ascribe. “Glory to God in the
highest 1” ‘

24¢h. This afternoon.died our valued friend and nursing
father-in_the Church; Timothy Bevington.

5tk mo. 10tk. 1 returned to Birmingham, still finding accom-
modation af my agreeable lodgmgs.

After attending the Yearly Meeting, and spending some time
with my dear connexions near London;-I came to. Worcester,
with ‘the view of proceeding in our religions visit.

6% mo. 30tk. We came to Alcester, and sat in the families.

Tth mo. 1st. Before-we left, we. satin one family, in which
the visit was not.so comfortably accomplished as we could have

desired; in consequence of a little circumstance haying amsen,
from which our minds suffered, and were brought into bondage.
Q! the great need of circumspection and watehfulness !

5tkh. Returned to Worcester, after sitting in the families of

Evesham meeting ; we met with some painful things. Unless
the great Master be heard and obeyed, the servants seem unable
to. Jend a hand of help.

644, Onr kind guide and companion, Richard Burlingham,
Jun. conducted us to Ross, where we attended the Quarferly
Meeting for Ministers and Elders.

Tth. The Quarterly Meeting was a time of renewed mercy.
Afterwards visited the families.

Sth mo. bth. Came to Bromyard. Our minds are often
brought into sorrow, apprehending the pure life of religion to
have gained but little ground; the cares of this life, with other
deceitful things, secem to choke the good seed. O! for our-
selves and ofhers, that we may increase in faith and obedience,
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with a willingness to suffer, when the cause of Truth suffers;
or when called upon, to step forward in the performance of any
duty.

8th. First day. A considerable number of the inhabitants
came, by invitation to the afternoon meeting; it proved an
open' time for communication, and we were thankful, afterwards,
to feel at liberty to return home. We reached Mary Beesley’s
in the evening ; and through condescending favour, experienced
a sweef, peaceful, stillness; so that we could say it amply com-
pensated for all our trials. O! the kindness and long-suffering
mercy of our gracious Creator. How He allures us to serve
Him! and to obey all his requirings.

For a time, we did sweetly enjoy our quiet, but our minds
were soon brought into thoughtfulness. A Friend from South
Wales, James Lewis, having made a proposal of marriage to
Mary Beesley. The subject remains under her consideration, and
brings much weight with it, being a matter of great importance.

9%k mo. 2nd. Took leave of my endeared friend; endeared by
often suffering together, and being helped, by that which far
surpasses all the efforts of self; and which, in seasons of true
humiliation, unites fellow-believers in closer bonds than those of
natural affection. The fellowship of suffering is a mystery to
the matural understanding of the creature, but T believe opens
lessons of true wisdom to the resigned, dedicated followers of a
crucified Redeemer; though we feel ourselves very children m
this living way, cast up for the ransomed to walk .

T again came to John Dearman’s, to have the oversight of
the little flock, in the absence of their parents. J. D. is ab
Buxton, in'a languid state of health. « This afternoon had the
affecting ' account 'of the death  of Charlotte ' Phelps, ab the
house of her father, Sampson Lloyd. She was a beantiful
young creature, married last eleventh month; her hushand never
had the satisfaction of taking her home.

Tth. The remains were interred; many were present, and a
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solid meeting was afterwards held. Deborah Darby, Christiana
Hustler and her daughter, were with us. :

Q¢4 T had the puvilege of accompanying Deborah Darby in
her consoling, - encouraging | visits to several sick and tried
friends.  This service, when mightly engaged in, has often
appeared to me. to be the sweetest portion of the Christian’s
commission ; to comfort the mowrners, and to direct the feeble-
minded -where to look for a renewal of strength.

1524, In meeting, my, faith was renewed that they who wait
upon the Lord shall renew their strength; and although ex-
perience confirms the truth, that in this world, we shall have
trouble; -still\ peace/is. vet to be found in the Lord.

17¢k. /1 account it a favour to be agaifl permitted to- retwm
tomy old, quiet apartments, at C. Hands’s, after an absence
of several months, in the course of swhich time T have seen

3 o A ¢ I RocCIN R S = i L0
many changes, and distressing occurrencés, with perplesities

andrdismay. ~Ah!“T have thought, without a humble hape,

through faith and obedience, of inheriting the promises; what

a /vast, howlmg” wilderness is this world! how tossed * and
troubled on every side! but the simple, obedient children of
the one Lord, are not long left in a state of sorrowful dis-
guictude ; some sweet, calming influence is graciously permitted,
to revive the drooping faith, and to fix the hopes on a better and
more enduring portion.

9th mo. 194, Lirst day. Our meetings unusually large. We
had the company of Thomas Speakman, Edward Simkins, Mary
Beesley and Joseph G. and Mary Bevan; some of whom
ministered to our instruction and encouragement.

104 gno. 14k Went, with James: Lewis, fo his house at
Trosnant, near Pontypool; the house is under repair, and the
roads being very dirty, with gloomy weather, conspire to render
the sitnation, in its present state, rather unpleasant. The com-
pany and assistance of Mary Pumphrey were particularly aceept-

able to me, Some substantial privileges are to be found, vef
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many things are wanting, for neatness and convenience, accord-
ing to our ideas. There is a good new meeting-house, very
near; the number of Friends is but small ; yet sometimes, both
in and out of meetings, I have thought there was that fo be felf
which strengthens to put our trust in the mercies of a gracious
Creator; whose care is over all his creatures, however remotely
situated ; and this consideration sweetly cheers the solitary scene,
and supports through the trials of each succeeding day.

11#% mo. 22nd. Mary Pumphrey and I took an affectionate
Jeave of the family, both master and servants haying manifested
great kindness to us.

12¢h mo. 8th. At our Monthly Meeting L obtained leave to
unite with my friend Mary Beesley in some religious service
at Warwick, &e.

184k, We, went together to Tredingfon, where we had the
satisfaction of finding our valuable friend Sarah Lamley restored
in good health, to her family, after an absence of séveral months,
on..a religious visit to Friends in and about London, accom-
panied by Ann Ashby. It was very pleasant to find S. L.
serene and peaceful.

In the  cowrse-of this engagement, we held mectings af
Shipston and Eatington, where we visited the widow Martha
Bevington, and were refreshed by observing her calm resignation.
We attended Warwick meeting, and had the inhabitants invited
to one, which proved alarge and solemn gathering. We also
sat with about sixty workpeople and children in-the cotton mill,
and we visited the prisoners in the Jail. After attending the
Quarterly Meeting we came to Birmingham.

1808. | 187 mo: 9th. First-day. A sweet, inward silence pre-
vailed,  both in ‘and out of meefing, for /the greater pari of
this day.

12¢k. Our Monthly Meeting. A measure of frue retirement
of spirit is yet graciously granted, in which T feel refreshed,
and encouraged to persevere, through frying times.
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1424. Tn feeling of very tender affection, wrote to my brother
Jasper, from whom T have received a kind letter.

1644 -First duy, Dehorah Darby is here on religious service;

she' appears mueh | worn down in body, but animated for the
cause: of religion. - Mary Lloyd is her companion.

19¢4. Received an account, while at Worcester, of the death
of the) wife| of my dear brother John Capper.”

“To Siran Lywgs.

Worcester, 2ud mo. 1644, 1503.

Desr Sarf,

.Day after day thou hast been brought to my remembrance,
anth very tender love; and a favour I'esteem it to be capable of
this one mark of discipleship ; T am thankful that sometimes I
can believe that I have fellowship with the living; and as I
apprehend, in some measure of this T now salute hthce. Since
my coming here, I have had the satisfaction to peruse thy
letter to Arn Pumphrey; it was very sweet, I oft remember
thee, and it is exceedingly pleasant to my mind ; I may say to
our minds, including Mary Beesley and our dear .»\n‘ﬁ 1;1u11-
phrey, for we often speak of thee together. Thy being excused
from some painful exposures,* though possibl_y' it nmj)' be but
for a season, thal thou mayst recover strength, seems to us a
present privilege ; although thou hast found, and doubtless, in
faithful dedication ever wilt find, help sufficient for the ciax"
yet nature shrinks at sueh a bitter cup, and we cannot 1;11;
fear the things we may. suffer; at least until nature is overs
come by Grace.

Thou hast perhaps heard from Ann Pumphrey or her

husband ; they both look rather care-worn; yet dear Amn’s

* Alluding to Sarah Lynes having before had publicly to address the
market people in many places.
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precious gift sometimes breaks through all, in renewed bright-
ness. But, my dear friend! is not this a day wherein the true
ministers have rather to mowrn in silence than io proclaim
glad tidings! It seems much the case here. Great changes
are likely to take place; that of our dear Mary Beesley, thou
wilt believe, comes close to me. Very sincere has been her
desire to move rightly. It is proposed to solemmize the mar-
riage in the 5th month.
In assured affection,

M, C.

1803. 3¢d mo. 6th. First day. We hall the company at
meeting, of our-aged, honourable friend, Mary Ridgway, and
her companion Susanna Appleby. Mary Ridgway was enabled
to bear testimony to the excellence of Gospel Truth.

24¢kh. Mary Beesley and I went to Warwick, and visited a
young man in the Jail, then returned to Birmingham, and the
poor young man’s mother supped with us at Richard Cadbury’s.
Mary Beesley had to address her in a very solemn manner.

25¢h. We came to Worcester.

28¢th. Mary Beesley had a letter from Hannah Evans, of
‘Warwick, informiug us that the young man had been sentenced
to five months imprisonment, instead of losing his life, as he
expected. .

29¢4. Mary Beesley received a very interesting letter from the
prisoner, expressive of his thankfulness for the umexpected
mercy. The business of this day was gone through under a
very precious calm; my dear friends declared their intention
of marriage; also Edmund Darby and Lney Burlingham.

4tk mo. 10fk. In a large assembly, much favoured with
solemn quiet, my much loved friend entered info the engage-
ment of marriage with James Lewis, under a sense of Divine
approbation. She was afterwards enabled, in a very calm man-
ner, to address the assembly. Edmund Darby, of Coalbrookdale,

I
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and his friend, entered into a similar engagement, in the same
place. All-things-were conducted with much order and serious-
riess:  We had the company of David Sands, Johm Abbott, and
Deborah Darby.

184%. At meeting we had the company of Sarah Lymes, and
it was!a time' of favour, wherein our minds experienced some
preparation for setting out to attend the Yearly Meeting.

15th. First day. Attended the meeting at Wycombe, the
number of Friends but small.  We did not sit among them
without feeling,. and we ventured to express our solicitude that
we might <all become what we ought to be, and not deceive
ourselves or other@ The afternoon meefing was rather remark-
able, and I think may: be remembered at a future day. Came
on to Uxbridge, to our kind friends Amy Crowley and Sisters.

16#%. Reached London in time for the Yearly Meeting of
Ministers-and Elders. There was mercifully, a renewed sense of
awful solemnity ; and some communications dropped like dew

upon the tender-grass, to the reviving of the drooping mind.

Our friend Ann. Alexander informed us that a concern had long
been weightily onher mind, to pay a religious visit in some
parts of America, &e. which concern was united with.

17¢%. Thomas Shillitoe, in a very humble manner, opened
a concern to make a religious visit to Holland, Germany, &c.
Tt was agreed to fake up the consideration al aduture sitting,
and the dear friend appeared to leave the resnlt,” with much
calmness.

96k, The business which has come before the Women’s
Meeting, has been solidly attended ‘to, and seme very instrue-
tive counsel given. - We separated, after having experienced,
in silence, that which satisfies the waiting, dependent soul.

97#h. The concern of Thomas Shillitoe was again brought
forward, and he was liberated for his journey on the Con-
tinent. Robert Fowler brought in the certificates of our late
friend Sarah Stephenson, and of her companion Mary Jefferies ;
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the latter, in allusion to the death of our much valued friend
during their travels in America, acknowledged the gracious
support which had been granted her, under the trial.

John Hall returned his certificate for visiting Ameriea, which
he had been enabled to do, to his own relief. After a silent
pause, we separated in tenderness of spirit.

61k -mo. 1st. Came to Isleworth, where we visited Sarah Lynes.

2nd. Reached Worcester.

21¢t. It was not without some inward struggle that we left
Woreester ; having proved our friends, and found ¢hem kind, it
seemed trying to go and dwell among strangers, in almost a
strange place. s

98rd. Reached Trognaut. The house in tolerable order,
thotigh: the workmen have not finished.

Ttk mo. 1st. Mary Lewis has some serious thoughts of attend-
ing the Quarterly Meetings for Herefordshire and Worcester-

shire at Stourbridge. The consideration seems important, not

only on account of the distance, but of leaving the family,
after being so short @ time at home.

3rd. First duy. Seme of the neighbours came in and sat our
meeting very seriously ; there was a very quiet covermg over us,
which. seemed to.stay the mind. In the evening’the family met
together, and a lifttle refreshment of spirit was felt. After
farthar delibesation it7 was concluded that Mary Lewisand 1
should go to the Quarterly Meeting.

94%. We were favoured to return in safety and in peace.

13#%. The Monthly Meeting held here, was attended by
pearly all ‘its members; five men, five women and a lad!

22nd. Our endeared friends Deborah Darby. and Rebecea
Byrd amived on a religious visit.

244}, First day. The mhabitants were invited fo onr meet-
ing in the evening. The Baptist Teacher, a kind neighboury
had proposed giving mnotice to his congregation, and it was a
large gathering. Af first it was favoured with solemnity; hut

50




o - —_—

S

=TT

T —_—

132 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1803.

as the people were unaccustomed to silent waiting, several
withdrew after something had been expressed, so that the con-
cluding part of the meeting was not so precious as often is the
case, when we mect and separate under the sweet, uniting
influence of a silent semse of the love of God, raising in our
breasts, love to Him and one unto another. Tt renewedly
appeared fo me, as T sat in this gathering, a very serious
thing to be rightly and truly interested for the salvation of
souls.

Sth mo. %md. Sarah Beesley came. ~This evening the few
Ministers and Elders met; no meeting of this kind has been
held here of late; the revival of this practice felt to me very
satisfactory.

8rd. The Monthly Meeting was held here; nine women and
six men. Mary Lewis spread before ‘them a prospect of making
a religious visit in Hampshire, Devonshire and Somersetshire.
My mind was not a little affected with the consideration of
ac;ompan)‘ing her, but I felt very fearful, and reluctant fo say
anything on_the subjeet.

6¢4. This morning, after much solicitude to do rght, I
ventured to address a few lines to my own Monthly Meeting.

10#k, James Lewis is in much pain from an accident,
which has wounded his leg; no skilful surgeon being within
reach, we feel perplexed.

14¢%. We 'sent for a doctor from Newport; his opinion is
relieving, though the case is likely to be tedious.

9024, T was informed that the.few lines which I sent were
presented fo the Monthly Meeting, but not recorded, as the
meeting was very small. This is satisfactory, under our present
circumstances, which are trying to us all. The prospect <of
leaving home is rendered very uncertain, by James Lewis’s
illness. Mary Sterry and her companion arrived.

97th. As James Lewis seems gradually to mend, I think of
returning to Birmingham for a time.
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9¢h mo. 2ad. Arrived at Birmingham, and was very kindly
received at Richard Cadbury’s.

5tk. It is pleasant to be kindly received by my friends, but I
feel the privation of accommodation, that I could call my own;
yet I know not that I could adopt any plan of settlement at
present ; and my earnest desire is to be so engaged, whether
in one place or another, as to find peace, at the conclusion of
time.

144%. Our Monthly Meeting granted me a certificate for the
proposed journey ; also addressed to Friends in Monmouthshire,
where I wish to pass some time. My mind is now more settled
in a quiet hope that we may not have done wrong, however
the present prospect may terminate.

16¢%. Had the gratification of spending a few hours with
Sarah Grubb, late Lynes, now married to John Grubb, of
Ireland, where she is going to reside.

1044 mo. 3rd. Went to Worcester.

4¢%. Proceeded to Leominster, where I met James and Mary
Lewis, to my satisfaction.

6¢k. We had a large public meeting at Ludloy.

1044, Visited the families of Friends in Leominster, &e. and
came this day to Ross.

1804, 3rd wo. 5th. 1 had a protracted confinement, by a
dangerous illness, at the house of our kind friend Thomas
Pritchard, of Ross: T seemed nighunto death ; but was affec-
tionately cared for by Dr. Lewis, Sarah Waring, Mary Lewis,
and my sister Tibbatts. I was, at length, once more raised up,
and came with my dear friend Mary Lewis to Trosnant, where
I have received every kindness and attention, and am restored
to a good degree of strength, so that I purpose going to the
Quarterly Meeting at Birmingham.

12¢h. Arrived at Samuel Lloyd’s.

14¢k. At the Monthly Meeting, a sweet covering spread over
my mind, under which I was led fo consider my late suffering
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and weak state as a merciful dispensation, wherein T had been
tenderly dealt with; and whereby T was in measure fitted more
fully tofecl with my fellow-creatures.

187%. First day. My mind-was strengthened : and my lips
were -opened, to encourage the youth among us to seek after
the knowledge of God, and lus-power revealed in the inward
parts.

21sf, A letter from London brings/the long-expected infor-
mation of the death of my poor hrothersin-law John Tibbatts.

2644, Mary Lewis came here, from Coalbrockdale, where she
had been to-visit our valued friend Deborah Darby, who is in
affliction, and in a precarious state of health.

47l mo. 2nd. We came to Worcester.

3rd. To our agreeable surprise, our dear friend Deborah Darby,
came here, with Susanna Appleby ; their company was very re-
freshing. T have again-been unwell, .and my voice has much
faled me; bnt, with thankfalness, T may remark that my mind
is| kept .quiet and contented. Susamma Appleby gave us an
accountof the sweet and peaceful close of our beloved friend
Mary Ridgway.

9¢h. We arrived at Trosnant, and had the satisfaction to find
James Lewis well; I yet remain nearly mute.

10#k. My mind is tendered, under a lively semse of my
heayenly . Father’s mercies, of which I largely partake.. - Sueh
tender friends ! siuch carc and abundant aceommodations, in a
time of long-continued weakness, far exceed what I have any
right to expect, or could have contrived for myself.

17¢%. My dear friend Mary Lewis has been prevailed on to
leave me, and to set out, with her husband, for the lalf year's
meeting at Brecon ; they iravel in company with Joseph Clark
and his wife, and Ann Metford. These friends have been a few
days with us, I believe to mutual satisfaction ; their Little visits
to me, in my chamber, were much so to me. My voice has not
yet returned.

1501.] MEMOIR OF MARY OCAPPER. 135

20tk Mary Lewis came back; and Joseph Clond and
R. Gilkes arrived.

29¢4. Our friends were at the meeting in the morning; in
the afternoon, in condescension to my weak state, Friends met in
our parlour. Joseph Cloud was led to speak very clearly upon
the one essential baptism which now saves. Although my powers
of utterance are yet sealed up, my heart was tendered and my
spirit contrited ; and T could secretly assent to what was declaved
of the power whereby the soul is redeemed from sin.

30¢%. Our friend Joseph Cloud, having made one of our little
family-circle for some time, it felt like parting from a beloved
relation, on his taking leave this morning for London.

5tk mo. 13th. First day. 1 went to meeting, for the first time,
sinee I left Birmingham ; my health being improved, though I
can only speak in a whisper. Dr. Lewis recommends a change
of air and electricity. I consider it a great favour that I can be’
calm and cheerful ; my sitoation, with my kind, affectionate
friends here, being all that T can wish.

64k mo. 10¢%. 1 have almost recovered my voice in the last
two days.

Otk mo: ¥5th. Mary Lewis and I went to Warwick.

28¢h. Came to William Fowler’s, Alder Mills; took tea with
the aged Mother, a very valuable friend, who lives surrounded by
her children and grandchildren; a lovely train of the latter,

twenty-six in number,
29¢k. We breakfasted at Joseph Fowler’s, and afterwards all

the families were collected together, and we endeavoured to feel
after that holy Power which can direct aright. Reached Bir-
mingham, and had the satisfaction to meet James Lewis, whose
company was truly aceeptable.

10¢% mo. 2nd. James and Mary Lewis went home; I believe
we mutually felt the separation, after so long a season of uniting
intercourse ; but i is no small favour to part under the sweet
influence of heart-tendering affection; in unity of spirit and




136 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1804.,

peace of mind ; no friendship of the world is like this ! which T
trust will yet bind us together, though outwardly apart. My
allotment is still uncertain ; the kindness of my friends supplies
me with present accommodation.

Tth. First day. The morning meeting was large, and I thought
favoured with the overshadowing of that invisible Power which
would gather the mind from the lo! heres, and lo! theres, and
stay the thoughts and wandering imaginations, bringing all into
captivity. I was thankful to feel this; but a fear possessed my
mind, in respect of some, that there was too great an anxiety
after worldly possessions. It is possible fo pursue lawful things
too eagerly; 0 as to be unfitted for higher and more mnoble
attainments. It is a good thing, and becoming our Christian
profession, to be content with such outward gain as may enable
us to procure things convenient for s, without the appearance
‘of grandeur or superfluity.

8¢k~ Heard of the death of ourvalued friend Richard Dear-
man, of Coalbrookdale; his son and wife went there last Seventh
day, and did not find him more than usually indisposed, but the
next morning he was found a corpse in his bed !

18¢%. - Set-out for London.

21st. First day. My Brother and Sister, &e. met me in town ;
my dear niece Rebeeca looks well, but thoughtful, on the near
approach_of her marriage.

9444, The marriage company met. A very solemn feeling was
experienced in the meeting, and our friend Mary Pryor spoke in
a sweet, feeling, and encouraging manner. The day was passed
pleasantly at Stoke Newington.

81s¢. Went to meeting, ‘with my mind in a low state, yet
favoured with a degree of resignation, and mwardly desiring to
be more fully what my gracious Creator would have me to be.
My brother John and Joseph Gurney Bevan dined with us.
Spent some hours with a sick friend, who encouraged and
instructed me, when I was younger in years, and distressed in
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mind. T believe it was mutually pleasant to meet, and recall to
mind the mercies of our Heavenly Father toward us.

114k ‘mo. Sth. Mary Harding, who once lived in this family,
and was ever affectionately kind to me, spent the day with wus,
which brought past days into pleasant remembrance.

19#h. Had a letter from my dear friend Mary Lewis, with an
affecting account of her husband’s declining health, so that I am
in a strait what to do.

124k mo. 16th. First day. As 1 continue to receive distressing
intelligence from Trosnant, T intend to go to my dear friends in
their troubles ; at least to partake; if I cannot alleviate.

1944, Accompanied my brother William to visit some of our
old aequaintance, whom it was pleasant to find comfortably
settled, and serious in their lives and conversation.

20%4. Snow and cold deter me from underfaking my journey.

1805. 1st mo. 9th. William Jackson was at the Monthly
Meeting, and was engaged to seb forth, in a heart-tendering
manner, the glory, honour and peace awaiting every faithful soul.

17¢k. Called at John Eliot’s, took leave of several of my
friends, and feel rather mournful. My sister Anne Capper; my
brother William, &e. spent the evening with us.

18#%. We parted under more than usually tender feelings

S
o

197%. Came to Thomas Pritchard’s, Ross, and found, to my
surprise, that James and Mary Lewis had arrived at Wm: Dew’s,

7 th. First. day. At both meetings. In the evening, the
family came together to hear the Scriptures. These are often
times of refreshment and instruction to those who hunger and
thirst after righteousness.

29¢k. \We left our kind friend Thomas Pritchard and family
under feelings of tender and serious solicitude for their welfare.
We rode pleasantly to Usk, Found all well at Trosnant.

2nd mo. Srd. First day. The meetings were held in silence,
but some of our minds were secretly engaged in desive that
our ways might be ordered of the Lord. TIn the evening, when
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gathered to read the Scriptures, during our silent waiting on
God, a feeling of awful seriousness spread over us, and ten-
dered our-spirits, so-that we all wept; and in brokenmess, if
was ackunowledged that there surely is encouragement to believe,
and under all trials humbly to trust,in the Lord. It was a time
of renewed favour, and ability was granted to return voeal
thanks to the Giver of all our mercies.

16¢k. We came to Mellingriffith, Glamorganshire, on a visit
to John Harford and his Sister. | The ride'is through a pleasant,
romantic conntry; and /the house is delightfully situated, on
rising ground; with-the River Taff running, with a fine serpen-
tine sweep, for:nearly twenty miles, along. the valley below.

17¢kh. /First day. The little gathering was owned by a sense

that the Divine Presence is not confined to the many.

20¢%. Mary Lewis went, with J. and E. Harford, about
twenty miles, to seek out-one or two poor wanderers, and to
endeavour to draw them within the fold, that they may find zest
unto their souls.

22ud. 'We returned to Trosnant,

3rd 'mo. 6th. A solemn stillness overspread us, at our small
meeting. ~ In-seasons of imward instruction, the mind often
earnestly desires that all professors of Christianity would embrace
every opportunity of waiting for that wisdom which is pure and
comes from_above. They who will be taught of the Lord must
wait npon Him.

22nd. Came to Worcester.

24th. First day. 1 was at both meetings. Sarah Beesley
kindly accommodates me, with lodging, &e. I have grate-
fully to acknowledge the repeated kindness:of Friends, toward
me; wherever my lot has-been east; and this I mention as
one of the many favours granted by a merciful Lord, whom
it is my heart’s desire to obey; also fo serve his cause upon
earth, with the best ability which I have, though it be but small ;
yet a little faith, and faithfulness with if, is a precions thing.
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95¢h. Came to Birmingham, where I found comfortable
accommodations, with niy own goods in nice order, prepared for
me, at Thomas Shorthouse’s, Great Charles Street; alsd kind
friends ready to receive me, and to provide for me all things
needful, upon reasonable terms. Can I be too grateful, under a
sense of the blessings of which T am permitted to partake!
How long T may be stationary I know not ; but I only desire to
be here, or anywhere, just so long as is best for me; and I
did not leave Pontipool withont mature deliberation.

28#%. 1 walked to see a Friend who has been very ill. He
expressed his intention, if restored to health, never more fto
pursue business with his former ardour, so as to leave no time for
more important concerns. A poor youth dined with wus, who
seems nearly gonein & decline, 1 hope he was sensible of his
true condition.®

Atk no. 10¢h. At our Monthly Meeting at Tamworth, it was
the exercise of my mind, that the lawfal cares and concerns of
the present life may not be unlawfully pursued. T dined at John
Fowler’s, Alder Mills, who.is just recovering from a paralytic
seizure ; aman i the prime of life, with a young family, thus
warned to be prepared for eternity !

14¢h. First day. The afternoon meeting more lively than
fhe morning. ¢The life is the light of men,” and the erown of
our religious assemblies.

2 st. First day. Our morning meeting was very fully attended,
and tliere was a sense of merey being continued to-us; with some
renewed ability to minister; and to point out the difference
between the dispensations of the Law and the Gospel; with a
heart-felt ‘desire that -we, might' be so wise as toiavail ourselves
of 'the glorious privileges of ‘Grace and Truth, brought to light
by Jesus Christ.

92nd. Deborah Darby and Rebecca Byrd came to Samuel

*This young man died soon after; I understood that his last words were,
“All is lost, but Jesus!®
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Lloyd’s. T called on them, and found them under a weighty
concern to visit the families of Friends in this place.

5th ‘mo. Ath. Received the visit of our dear friends, which was
particularly reviving and consolatory to me, having been in a
low state.

8tk. Felt enconraged, at our Monthly Meeting, to request
leave to unite with Mary Lewis in some religicus service, on our
return from the approaching Yearly Meeting. Our dear friends,
who have been labouring among us, imparted sweet counsel, and
Deborah Darby was enabled mightily to petition for the different
descriptions present.

12¢h. First day. This morning we had the company and
labours of Rachel Fowler. Christ crucified, a suffering, dying

Saviour, was preached, as being incomprehensible to the natural
man, and still a stumbling-block to the ungircumeised in heart,
and foolishness to the seemingly wise Teasoner; but unto them
that believe, the powerof God unto salyation. The afternoon
meeting was- held in a profitable silence.

London, 19¢k. At Gracechurch ,Street Meeting, I experi-
enced that soul - satisfying silence which no language can
describe.

20¢4. Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders. Much im-
pressive counsel was handed to us.

22nd. The Women's Yearly Meefing. A large and settled
gathering.

25¢k. We. received an instructive visit from William Jackson,
and some other Men Friends. Much was said to recommend
retrenchment, which was summed up, in a few words, by J. G.
Bevan, before they left the meeting, as follows :— Friends! the
way is narrow ; contraction, nof expansion, is the watchword !’
Much concurring advice was afterwards expressed by Women
Friends ; perhaps there has rarely been a time when more soli-
citude has been manifested for the help and preservation of our
youth ; that they may believe in Jesus, and bow to his cross, in
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the subjection of their own will, and in a life of self-denial ;
contrary to the false liberty which seeks to lay waste all Chris-
tian discipline.

26¢h. First day. At Gracechurch Street Meeting, an impres-
sive exhortation went forth to the rich, that they trust mot in
uncertain possessions, neither be high-minded, but trust in the
living God. At Ratcliff in the evening, Christ crucified was set
forth as the Redeemer of man.

80¢k. After vocal supplication and a solemn pause, the
concluding minute of the Women’s Meeting was read, and we
separated.

81sf. The Meeting of Ministers and FElders met, granted a
returning certificate to William Jackson; and having concluded
its affairs,*separated under a covering of that silence which pre-
cludes expression.

Arrived at Birmingham on the 24th of 6th mo.

30¢h. First day. Our meetings both silent ; T thiought that
something was to be felt, excelling words; my own mind was
howed in sweet, inward stillness; with a precious, renewed sense
that the spirit of the Lord teaches, in the seeret of the soul,
more powerfully than any vocal sound, communicated to the
outward ear,

Tth mo. 1st. A large meeting at the interment of John
Hawker. This day week he told me that he was in no pain;
only waiting the Lord’s time,

8rd. Some of the Yearly Meeting’s Committee at our Monthly
Meeting. A very interesting conference took place, which pro-
bably will not soon be forgotten.

11¢k mo. 12¢k. Reached Trosnant.

24th. First day. The meetings silent; yet not without a
sense that the Father of Spirits instructs his children Himself.

26¢%. James Lewis having long had a desire to take a journey
into Brecknock and Radnorshire, and his wife not being well
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enough to go, I set out with him. The roads were in fine order;
the sun shone glorionsly, and the country looked beautiful,
though-distobed of its summer mantle.

284k, “We ' accomplished onr-purpose of visiting our long-
afflicted friend, Job Thomas; who, wmany years ago, had a fall
from his horse, whereby he was s0™ greatly injured that he has
since been in an - affectingly crippled state. The distance from
our inn.at Llandovery is.about six miles; we forded the Toway,
and reached our friend’s house about ten o’clock in the morning ;
his wife \received ms with hearty demonstrations of pleasure,
though she” can speak but httle English.. = We were soon
mtroduced to. her husband, whois an affecting object; having
no use of any of his limbs, and his body being much wasted by
long-continued, and as he said often inexpressible pains, endured
for nine years. Truly it is marvellous how the poor frame has
been sustained, and the mind favoured ‘with a daily renewal of
faith; to believe that-an Almighty hand is still underneath.

307k, Came to Joan Bowen’s.

12k mo. lst:” First day. At meeting, that substantial
good which refreshes the waiting mind, was measurably spread
over us, under which my faith was strengthened in the per-
snasion_that our gracions heayenly Father is migh mmto all
those who diligently seek him, however they may be placed,
even /if in lonely, dreary spots, separated from the, cheering
society of their fellow-believers. /A liftle snow fell.

22d. A bright frosty moming. The snow had nearly vanished,
and the surrounding hills, mostly covered with smooth green
turf, with the sheep grazing on them in large flocks, formed a
sweet scene of smplicity. We walked ont to make a call, when
a company of sportsmen and dogs appeared, eagerly scouting
about, to hunt a poor hare from its retreat. This seemed like a
breach of that sweet harmony and peace into which the creation

might be *brought, were the hearts of men thoroughly redeemed.
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We had some difficult walking before we reached Johm Owen’s
house ; he and his wife received us kindly; they have lately
joined our Society.

4th. We set ont for home, after taking a fender leave of our
friends, who have been affectionately kind to ns; and the secret
exercise of my mind has been, that nothing in my conduct
should stumble or discourage the simple and honest-hearted,
from earnestly seeking, and following on to know, the perfect
way of God’s salvation. Our dear friend Joan Bowen seems as
a tender Mother, in this dreary part of the heritage; and she
has been wonderfully supported in her lonely situation.

64%. We were favoured to reach home well; and & pleasant
meeting 1t was,

8th. First day. Our little gathermg was, I thought, parti-
cularly favoured with solemnity. The spirit of supplication,
as vocally testified through Mary Lewis, was very sweetly vounch-
safed ; and it proved a time of renewal of faith and of hope. The
afternoon meeting was held in silence and seriousness.

19#%.. Received intelligence of the alarming illness of dear
Aumn Pumphrey.

21st. An affecting letter informs us that she was not likely
to live long, but sweetly enabled to resign all. Dear Amn, we
loved her much, and believe that, through many tnbulations,
she has been fitted for an entrance info rest, holding fast her
integrity to the end.

2374. This morning brought the monmful intelligence of dear
Ann Pumphrey’s death, on the twenty-first. Mary Lewis set
out with me.

94#%. Wereached Worcester, and were kindly received*by our
friend Blizabeth Whitehead. = I called at the hiouse of mourning,
and found a group of weeping friends, though there seems
abundant cause to rejoice for the deceased, her triumph over
death being glorious, for the sting was taken away.

25¢k. A solid meeting at the interment.
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3lst. At the Select Quarterly Meeting ; now but a little
band. Last First-day morning, soon after he sat down in meet-
mg, R Hudson, of Stourbridge, was very awfully summoned
away by death. " The concluding events of this year are very
affecting. 'We had, at this ‘small meeting, the acceptable com-
pany of our valued friend Deborah Darby.

1806. 1sf mo. 1st, The Quarterly Meeting was a solemn time,
and we were afresh counselled to serve ‘the Lord with full
purpose of heart.

2nd, We accompanied Deborah Darby fo visit the prisoners
m the County Jail; it was an affecting season.

6¢k. We were favoured to reach Trosnant safely.

22nd. 1 thought T suffered loss in our religious gathermg this
morning, -from having been engaged in writing until the very
time of going to the meeting.

264k, First duy. Much snoy, and small meetings. Our even-
ing reading.and silent waiting attended with brokenness of spirit.

3rd mo. 14¢h. Preparing to leave my friends for a time;
separation always seems a serious thing. Mary Lewis thinks of
accompanying me to Birmingham,

19¢. “We came to Thomas Pritchard’s, Ross.

20#%. As we were about to leave, we were much affected by
hearing, from Imm Trusted, that Iis eldest son, a blooming
youth of seventeen, had died after an illness of only two days,
;1‘hL~: solemn event caused ms'to ponder how far it might be
best for us to proceed ; which however we concluded to do, after
a time of waiting, in solidity and tenderness. g

22ad. T was received with much kindness at my agreeable
home #h Birmingham, and have abundant cause for gratitude.

25¢h. Quarterly Meeting of Ministers and Elders ; the com-
miftee and many strangers present. A very heart-searching time.

30¢h. First day. Thomas Bigg, from Swansea, was at our
meetings ; his deportment, and his weighty communications in
few words, were encouraging and strengthening to us,
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4th mo. 1st. My beloved friend Mary TLewis having left me,
I feel low and stripped; we often suffer when together, ‘and
when separated, an affectionate union seems to bind us in a
tender fellowship.

8¢k, Some weight of inward distress has, at various times,
pressed upon my mind, relating to some individuals, engaged
in a trade which seems to me connected with a source manifestly
inconsistent with the principle of purity. I have been in some
measure, relieved by one individual opening the subject, on his
own account. I have also, after serious deliberation, songht
and found a snitable opportunity of speaking, in simplicity and
in great tenderness, to a young man just entering upon a
branch of business which seems to- me very  objectionable, and
contrary to our Christian principle. 1 was treated with much
civility, and heard with attention; but alas! inferest and false
reasoning are strong barriers.

Ligndon, 5tk mo. 19tk Yearly Meeting of Ministers and
Elders. Solemnity was mercifully spread over us as a CaNopYy,
and voeal prayer was offered. Our aged friend John Kendall
earnestly recommended the reading of the Scriptures daily in
families’; not to satisfy ourselves with perusing them privately,
as individuals, but to collect the servants, &c. that all may
partake. In the evening the precious gift of prayer was again
vocally exercised, and we parted in solemn. quiet;

21sf. The Women’s Yearly Meeting opened. Affer a solemn
pause, prayer was offered, before the business ecommenced.
Much stillness prevailed.

26¢h. Some wmemorials of deceased friends were read, and
some lively testimonies were 'borne to the efficacy of that Grace
which carries the humble “dependent Christian believer safely
through life, and which is his support in death.

7¢h. Several Epistles addressed to distant Yearly Meetings
were read; many seasonable remarks were made, and after
much deliberation and some alterations, the epistles were ordered

K
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to receive date and signature. It was profitable patiently and
attentively to observe the mutual condescension, in so large a
gathering; to.the expressed judgment one of another. '

80%4. Our meefing-separated after a very solemn pause. On
Seventh day evening the Meeting of Ministers and Elders held
the ‘concluding  sitting'; a favoured time, which ended in a
stillness| that excluded and exceeded all words,

I was afterwards confined, for many weeks, with great weak-

Lo)

ness of body and the loss of my veice.”

During this time of prostration, she wrote as follows, to-her
affectionate friend  Elizaheth Cadbury.

# Stoke Newington, 774 mo. 1806.
Dear Frieno,

Very grateful has been thy kind sympathy. My long deten-
tion in_town, with my weak, low state, has heen trying; and
the continued loss of my voice sometimes brings my mind into
a deep and awful consideration, how far I have at any time abused
or misused the privilege of speech. My low times, I trust, are
not altogether unprofitable, and at séasons T am favoured with
much quietness and resignation ; with a thankful dispesition of
mind, tenderly grateful for the unmerited favours received, and
particularly, the kindness manifested toward me, in these fimes
of reduction. At my brother John’s I have been nursed with
much affection, and wanted for nothing that Iiberality could
deyise. | Dr. Sims attended me daily, and T am now greatly
restored. and gaining' strength. Yesterday I came here . for
change of air; the family is, at present, large ; but as there is
a spacious house, T can always retire to a quiet room. To-day
they are gone to Plashett. I am a poor cipher among them ;

but in contemplating my weakness, I esteem it no small fayour

Shghan W
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that I am excused from much active duty, in the busy scenes of
life; though I think I have learned to feel tenderly for those
who are called into the arduous, important station of mothers
and heads of families. O! how these must sometimes be sensible
of their cares and burdens, their responsibility, and their in-
sufficiency,” without divine aid. How often must the heart of
these be moved within them; and how frequent their seeret
supplication at the throne of mercy! The soul-sustaining Grace
of our heavenly Father cheers and helps such, to take courage,
and humbly to seek for daily supplies of pure Wisdom, that
they may order their ways arght.

Accept my affectionate good will, flowing to you and your
tender children.

Mawry CappEr.”

“When I was sofficiently restored to fravel, Mary Harding
accompanied me to Trosnaut, where I was, as usual, well cared
for, and am stronger, though yet subjeet to fluctuations. These
I also observe in my dear friends. James Lewis is in a very
dehlifated state ; but we have some seasons of sweet consolation,
and spiritual refreshment ; and are encouraged not to famt in
time of trouble.”

The~two succeeding letters contain some account of the
illness-and death of Mary, Kuowles.

JaspEr Cavpir 1o HIs SisTER MAmY CAPPER.
“ Stoke Newington, Ysf mo. 22ad, 1807.
My pear Sister Mary,
I have been, during a portion of this day, employed in lend-

ing perhaps the last little help, it may ever be in my power to
K2
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render, to our dear friend Mary Knowles. To-day she was too
ill to be seen by me; but not many weeks since, I passed a
short time with her, which seemed to revive all that tender
affection that we felt for each other in years past, and which, if
was pleasant to feel all the intervening billows, of a troubled and
froublesome world, had ‘not been able to overwhelm or quench.
Yesterday, my dear wife was with her; she is sensible of there
being but a step between her and death. . The prospect is awful;
but she appears tender and resigned, and has been greatly com-
forted by a visit from John Eliot and Robert Howard. Our
kind sister Capper is indeed her good neighbour ; T might almost
say; nurse ; for she has been at hand and ready to afford her
personal aid, as well as her valuable company.
The attention of Mary Knowles’s son has been very com-
mendable.
Thy affectionate brother,
Jasper CapPER.”

ANNE CArPER TO MARY CAPPER.

“ Paradise Row, 22d mo. 9th, 1807.
My DEAR SISTER,

Doubtless thou  hast heard of the death of our poor dear
Mary Knowles. She was closely tried, until near her end, by
not being able to feel the presence of Him, whom she sought
ability to pray to and to worship; and upon whom she very
frequently called for forgiveness. O! how lightly she esteemed
all her accomplishments ; ¢ what,” as she said, ‘the world calls
accomplishments.” She said tomy Sister and me, < repent in
dust and ashes " T saw her the day before her departure, when
she appeared very desirous to fecl an assurance of acceptance.
Turning toward me, and taking my hand, she said, ‘I commend
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you all to God. Possess Him, possess Him, if you can,
whatever becomes of me! T hope I shall not be a cast-away for
ever! T believe I shall not.” She was quiet when I left her.
Early in the morning the nurse heard her say, “Lord help
me fo pray; I cannot of myself; thesg were her last words.
I trust she found forgiveness and everlasting mercy, for Jesus
sake.”

“1807. 4¢4 mo. We attended the General Meeting at Brecon,
which was a time of instruction. I afterwards accompanied
John Harford and his Sisters, on a visit to Job Thomas; we
found him in a state of more bodily ease than sometimes, and
remarkably animated and instructive in conversation; we were
some hours very pleasantly with him. Sinee this time it has
pleased the gracious Disposer of life and death to release him
from an afflicted body. The remembrance of our visit is sweet.
From his house we went to Swansea, where T passed a little time
very satisfactorily with Thomas and Mary Bigg; also at Neath.
After a sojourn ab Trosnant, T came to Birmingham, in the ninth
month.

1044 mo. 14¢k. 1 informed the Monthly Meeting that T expect
to winter in Monmouthshire. This T mentioned for my own
satisfaction, as T have ever been desirous, not to act contrary to
the judgment of my friends.”

JosepH GUrNEY BEvAN 170 Mary CaPPER.

“Catherine Hill, near Woreester, 10£% mo, 21s¢, 1807.

Desr Mary,

We finished our visit to this Quarterly Meeting yesterday

evening. As to myself, I am leaving this little piece of service

nearly as poor as 1 entered on it, so that thy letter, which 1
r ’ A 3
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recetved this morning, at the breakfast-table, was truly acceptable
and refreshing ; and T read it with emotions of tenderness.

We found it advisable to recommend some things which seem
to’ be well received, and which we hope may tend to mutual
strength, if the active Members of the Quarterly Meeting are

.
desirous of doing the litile they are capable of, as in the sight of

the Lord. I think not one of the' Monthly Meetings is without
some feeling Friends ; and one may mdulge a hope that there are
here, at Woreester, some who, if they are preserved humble,
may be the means of some revival.

We were twiee with William Young, who now keeps up stairs.
He seemed very much pleased to“see us, but was low, and
lamenting the absence of what he said he loved abeve every thing
else. He put me in mind of the Apostle’s words, “Though now,
if need be, ye are in heaviness, through manifold temptations,” &e.
May be it is a eloud permitted to make the glory to be revealed
more-glorious,

Thy -affectionate friend,
J. Gi Bevax.”

“T00 ino. 304k, My sister Tibbatts and T came to Worcester, -

and were kindly received at Sarah Beesley’s. Mary Naftel being
here, she and I made a few calls together, on these who were
sick amdin trouble. This was pleasant to me.

11#% o, 3rd. My Sister and I refurned to Trosnant, where we
were received with a cordial welcome; our dear friends are in
precarions health.

1244 mo. 237d. R. S. Harford and his son attended our little
meeting.| T thought it an unspeakable privilege, which T would
not barter for all the werld, to have the opportunity of thus
meeting in companies, though small, to retire from all, even
lawful concerns, and with the best ability that we have, to wait
npon God, the efernal, inexhanstible Source of all good. O!

low refreshing, fo the drooping mind, to experience from time
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to time, that the Rock of our salvation remains unshaken,
though the floods, the winds and the rain may beat upon the
poor tabernacle. I do afresh believe, that if throngh faithful
dedication we grow in spiritual experience, we shall acknowledge
that there is mo joy. like unto the joy of God’s salvation.

1808. 1sf mo. 22nd. 1 set out for Birmingham, in conse-
quence of the afflicting information of the sudden death of J.
P. Dearman ; a friend whom T loved much, for the integrity of
his character ; and mueh affection I bear to those whom he has
left.

24th. Armived just in time to pay the last solemn tribute of
regard ; afterwards I went to his late residence, and found his
tender, afflicted wife more calm than I could have expected, and
a sweef serenity seems to overspread the family.

3rd mo. 29¢h. Axrived at Trosnant: dear James Lewis seems
declining. It is a great favour fo meet in peace and affection,
thongh a storm may occasionally arise to disturb the calm, and
try our faith. All good is from above, and we are sometimes
permitted to feel our own weakness, and manifold imperfections,
that me flesh may glory.

5tk mo. 16¢k. 1 came, in the mail-boat, across the channel to
Bristol, by eleven o’clock, a.m. Passed the rest of the day
with Joseph Whifing and his sister Esther.

5tk mo. 17¢h. My nephew Sammel Capper conveyed me to
West Town, where he has a quiet: retreat.

21s¢. Reached my brother Jasper’s, in London.

6tk mo. 2md. The Women’s Yearly Meeting closed. The
attendance has been large and remarkably quiet. Several testi-
monies, réspeciing deceased ministers were read ; a very striking
one, -eoncerning. dear  Job. Thomas.  'His words, expressed
a little before he departed, and taken down by his son, were
mdeed an animating testimony to the power of Divine Grace;
and extraordinary was the effect which the reading of them

produced npon our large gathering; many were sweetly tendered ;
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and well I remembereéd my last visit to him, when his counte-
nance seemed to bespeak his near approach to the' Kingdom of
undefiled rest.

5th.. First day.” After the meetings, came to Stoke Newing-
ton. Staid awhile with my niece Rebecca Bevan, who is now
the earefnl mother of three children. They are about removing
to Toftenham. ‘ K

8tk Came to Trosnant. James Lewis is very weak in body,
but his-mind is clothed with love. ~ T thought T never felt more
satisfaction and comfort in returning here ; all seemed pleasant
and. peaceful.

To Saran Gruss.
“Trosnant, 8t% mo. 1644, 1808.
Dear Friexn,
Althoughit is'a very long time since we had any visible proof
that we are remembered-of each other, yet I cannot think former

days-are-forgotten. We hear thou art the mother of two babes,
which doubtless claim thy maternal care and tc-udcr.ntss; but

svert holoce fhy o oot n P -
nevertheless thy faithful dedication of heart to a gracious

Bedeemer continues. Oh! this is precious. to-these who love
the'God of their salvation. It is a great thing that thou art
happily united to one of the Heavenly Father’s children and
servants, who can feel, unite and labour with thee. While T
write, my heart seems warmed with a salutation of love and
encouragement to (you, dear’ labourers in the harvest of the
Lord. * May nothing ever dismay or disconifit you! T am'a
very poor, unworthy individual; but the God of my life has been
marvellous in merey to my soul. When the unen;}' has pursued
as a lion, the power of the Lord has appeared gloriously, so that
[ can speak well of his name; and all that is spirilu:ﬂ]y alive
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within -me craves, that the children of men may seek the Lord,
and know Him for themselves. Thou probably knowest that,
since Mary Beesley’s marriage, I have been mostly with her.
Such a quiet retreat, I have considered a favourable asylum, as
my health has lately been precarious. Indeed I have abundant
cause to be humble,%and as dear Ann Pumphrey used to say, to
be good, and to be thankful. Dear Ann! how sweet is the
remembrance of her !
With unfeigned affection, I subscribe,
M. CappEr.”

8¢k mo. 11¢h. Martha Routh came to stay a few days, which
was very pleasant to us:

92nd. We accompanied our dear friend to Shire Newton,
where she had a meeting with a few serious persons, and then
proceeded to Bristol, with John Grace. As Mary Lewis and T
returned home, we felt the loss of our valuable friend’s instruc-
tive company. :

29¢k. Joseph Clark, Joseph Naish, and his Sister, and P. H.
Gurney came here, to sit with friends and atfenders of our meet-
ings; in their families. Thomas Evans is gone to Myzthir, on
account of the illness of Arthur Enoch. He returned with the
affficting infelligence that Arthur died before he got there,
leaving a young widow and three helpless babes.

O¢% mo. 1st. 'This morning, our dear visiting friends had a
very contriting opportunity of religious’ retirement with-us ;- our
spirits were humblingly united in renewed faith and hope in the
Fountain of mercy. We were refreshed together, gnd encouraged
to believe that our heavenly Father isstill nigh unto us, and
unto all who sincerely seek Him. In the evening, the corpse
of Arthur Enoch was interred. A number of the neighbours
came to the meeting, which was a solemn time. Those who
kindly assisted on this occasion, and some others, supped with
us. Mary Lewis was engaged in solemn supplication for all.
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2nd. After experiencing a renewed sense of Divine mercy,
extended to us collectively, we parted from our endeared friends,
who pursued their journey, in order to visit the scattered few in
North Wales. ~ After serious thought on the subject, I applied
to my own Monthly Meeting to send me a certificate of removal
mito, the Monthly Meeting of Monmouth.

114% mo: 1945 We received  the 'very affecting accomnt of
the death of Arthur Enoch’s young widow.

237d.| Several meighbours came to- the interment; it was
sorrowful to think of the three young children thus leff.

1809. 3rd mo. 5th. 1 came to Birmingham.

2387d, Feeling my mind secretly bound; and gently constrained,
in love to my friends, and mnder an apprehension.of religious
duty; T joined Sarah Hustler and William Forster, in wsiting
the families of the North Monthly Meeting, which engagement
we were enabled to.perform, and separated one from the other,
after experiencing a measure of that sweet fellowship which
surpasses all worldly friendship, or mere natural affection.

4fe-mo. 294k Came alone'to Monmouth; the country was
beantiful, ‘and ‘my mind was mercifully clothed with precious
peace, so that the ride was nof tedious. Had the satisfaction
once more to join my dear friends at Trosnant. James Lewis,
though considerably enfeebled, testified his gladness on my
arrival,-and Lam thankful to be peacefully at hberty to unite in
the cares of this family.

1810. 2nd mo. 1st. Our long-afflicted, patiently suffering, and

endeared friend James Lewis, calmly breathed his last, having, a
short time previously, exclaimed, ‘ Be Thou with me, O! Lord.
On being asked if he were comfortable, he answered,  Yes;
leave me to the Lord ! these were the last words he uttered.
His truly attentive, watehful, tender wife was enabled to assist fo
the last; finally closing the eyes of this nearest and dearest
connexion in life.

8¢4. The remains were interred, after a solemn meetmg.
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James Lewis was a man of unusual simplicity, and without
guile; humble and of a retired spirit; yet hospitable and affec-
tionate toward his friends ; a lover of those who followed after
righteousness. Many a time, during his long decline, he said,
that he loved every body ; especially those who loved the Lord
Jesus, out of a pure heart.

18tk This day received the affecting intelligence of the death
of our very dear and justly valued friend Deborah Darby. A
dedicated servant, and a messenger of glad tidings to many, she
has been in her comparatively short day. She was an example
of diligence in her apprehended duties ; and was peculiarly fitted
by nature and by Grace, for the work whereunto, there is
abundant cause to believe, she was. called. Surely it is allow-
able to mourn the privation that we sustain; though, no doubt
the change to our precious friend is glorious.

3rd mo. 28th. Mary Lewis and T attended the Quarterly Meet-
ing, at Birmingham, h.ad the satisfaction of meeting several of
our dear friends, and were refreshed together. During our stay
at Birmingham, we were affected by hearing of the deaths of
Edmund Darby, the only surviving child ofsour dear friend
Deborah Darby. He was about twenty-nine years old, and has
left a loely family; only out-living his valuable mother about
five weeks. He was married at the same time and place as Mary
Lewis; and only survived her husband seven weeks, though so
young a mar.

4¢% mo. 194%. We returned to our habitation at Trosnant; it
is a quiet retreat, but we miss the dear head of the family; for
althongh weak in body, he was lively in spirit, so that it was very
sweet to be with him.

Btk mo. 5th. Mary Lewis, Thomas FEvans, and I crossed the
channel, and were kindly received at Bristol, at my nephew
James Henry Capper’s.

Arrived in London on the 18th.

21st. Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders. Though many




MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1810.

.

dear and useful friends are removed by death since last year, and
their loss is much felt, yet there is encouragement in the
assurance; that the Fountain of help is still open, and that the
Head of the Church will not forsake his people.

23rd. Hannah Fisher was appointed clerk to the Women’s
Yearly Meeting,  The attendance was large, particularly of
young persons, many of whom appeared serious; and it was very
pleasant to observe their settled  attention fo the business, which
s conducted in much condescension and harmony, with a view to
promote the good of the body. Benjamin White, from America,
came into our meeting, accompanied by Joseph Gurney Bevan.
He exhorted us to be humble ; and with much tenderness, he
particularly intreated mothers to be more careful to adorn the
minds of their young' children with meckness, humility and
virtue, than to put upon them any outward adorning.

3lst. After many precions seasons together, and much instruc-
tive counsel being given, our Yearly Meeting concluded.

64k mo. 2nd. The last sitting of the M.cetiug of Ministers and
Elders was held, and we were favoured to separate under that
solemn covering «of silence, which subdues imaginations, and
brings ' the thoughts into captivity ; a marvellous power prevail-
g over the mind, which no words can fully set forth; it is
more precious and more refreshing to . the immortal spirit than
words can be.

th.mo. Tth. Returned to Trosnant. (

17¢%. 'This evening one who had lived in this family from a
little lad until this day, when he is a stout young man of twenty-
one, left us. Tears were shed on all sides. It is no marvel
that such separations should be felt, the young man haying

lived long under the same roof, ‘and participated in many times
of favour, when heavenly goodness has tendered our hearts,
during our family retirements, and in which the late dear master
of the family was frequently so broken in spirit, humbled and

contrited, that the same feeling seemed to spread over all.
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Thomas was, we have reason fto believe, a faithful servant;
diligent, neat, quick in his business; affectionate to his Master
thr(:ugh his long illness ; ingenious and cheerfully obliging; so
that h:a was very valuable in the family. This little testimony
seems due to mnl, from one who sincerely desires his welfare,
and that he may be kept by the Good Shepherd, and find mercy
and peace. .

R1st, Again the trial of separation! James Lewis’s nephew,
who long 1:a1't00k, with kindness and watchful attention, i,l‘l the
necessary fatigne and care of his dear uncle, has now ]t‘“.n-.l'll(‘.
house, so that we are reduced to a sumll. 1.uuubclr. Serious
thoughts have arisen as to the propriety of quitting this lonesome
spot; but we shall not do it hastily. :

9tk mo. 1 still find, that of myself, T can do no good thing,
but am weak and frail ; the Lord’s lengthened out merey is my

only hope.
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CHAPTER VII.

DEPARTURE FROM TROSNANT.—SETPLEMENT WITH MARY LEWIS,
AT TEOMINSTER.—VISITS TO LONDON, &C.—DEATH OF MARY
LEWIS.

181L. 1s# ma. 30¢%. Our kind friend S, Waring arrived here,
for the purpose of ‘once more lending her aid in this spot, which
it seems likely that we may soon leave, being about to remove
to Leominster.  The prospect feels important.

444 mo. ath. 1 took‘my leave of Trosnant.

674 On reaching Birmingham, I found Thomas Shorthouse ill.

107%. Our poor friend very ill.© O™ it is well that he can
say, that there is nothing but the pains of the poor body fo con-
tend with. No' thought, he says, troubles him; the Tiord has
been with him all his life long, and is with him noy.

12¢4. Our dear friend Thomas Shorthouse breathed his last.

17#k. A good meeting at the interment.

187#%: I went to Coventry, under an apprehension, that time
was particularly uncertain to/onr long known and traly beloved
friend,’ John Cash. 1 found him confined to hisroom, andin &
very reduced state, but quite sensible, and with a solemnity of
countenance which seemed to bespeak a spirit in great measure
gathered from the encumbering. cares of time; in which he had
largely shared. , His conduct was very exemplary as'a man. of
integrity. Towards the decline of his life, the fluctuations-of
trade having reduced his property, he very prudently and steadily
endeavoured to retrench his expenses; he appeared very cheerful,
and truly contented, having the sweet solace of those who
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do justly. It may be said he was, for many years, a preacher
of righteousness, by example and by exhortation ; as a minister
in our Soclety, he was truly esteemed, and he was zealous for
the discipline and good order established among us.

24k, First-day. As1sat by him, T thought under a very
precious sense of heavenly favour, I ventured to remark, that we
had partaken of many profitable seasons together, under his roof,
‘Oh!” he said, with some animation, looking expressively round
on his family, ‘I hope these dear children have profited.’
Some little time after, we cordially took our last farewell of
each other, no more to meet on earth; for in a few hours, he
quietly passed from time to eternity.

5tk mo. 18¢k. T arrived in Gracechurch-street,. London.”

Extracts from an aecount of the Yearly Meeting, &e. sent by
M. C. to her friend Mary Lewis.

5tk mo. 20fk. My dear friend ; it is my desire to transmit
a little to thee of that which interests us here, as I may find
time and ability. Susanna Naish is my quiet companien ;
she'is separated from her choice friend, P. H. Gurney, whose
health does mot allow of her umiting with her friends at
this time, in entering info the affairs of the Church; and I
being under like privation from the same cause, ‘we often
think -and speak of our absent yoke-fellows; and my dear
friend, the condescending goodness of the one Shepherd
being unbounded, surely he is with the solitary in all places,
and under every frial; help is laid on One, mighty to save!
Yesterday 1 saw several of my relations; my brother John
locks: prefty  well, but has many troubles; his son Edward
remains in the army. My sister Jasper is much shrunk and
looks very languid, but is yet, at times, in good spirits and
active. My brother William and his wife seem happy in each

other, Henry Hull was at this meeting yesterday, and power-

,-;f‘-, 6
70
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fully counselled us to keep the watch, and to stand in our allot-
ments, in simple obedience. This morning the Yearly Meeting
of Ministers-and Elders met, and the business was entered on
by George Stacey and Dykes Alexander. Ann Byrd and Mary
Pryor are among the ancients here. J. G. Bevan looks poorly;
his wife is unable to be out.

21sf. A humble petition for continued help was offered by
Rebecca Byrd: *She is very unwell. Now my dear tried friend,
I turn to thy letter; thy repeated attacks of illness are surely
a great frial, but I know not how to do befter than to commit
thee to the keeping of heavenly kindness, ‘and to crave for thee
and for myself, an increase of faith and patience, that we may
steadfastly abide until our measure be filled up. I intreat thee,
my dear friend, dwell not upon the gloomy side of things,
rather let us endeavour to contemplate with: gratitude the Power
that has graciously quickened us, and called us to virtue and to
glory ; which raises the aspiration, make me what Thou wouldst
have me to be! Give my love to H. and S. Waring. 0! my
tender friends, when heavenly condescension renewedly humbles
and contrites our spirits, how we do long for the harmonizing
influence of Christian' Iove to spread over the whole world !

22ud. The Women’s Yearly Meeting commenced, and the
gathering was so large that it was difficult for all to be accom-
modated. Our dedicated, aged friend Mary Pryor, was wonder-
fully strengthened. to proclaim. the continued goodness of the
Lord, and to encourage the humble, exercised ones. Mary
Naftel was refreshing in prayer.

5th mo. 83rd. An instructive testimony was read, concerning
John Hall, of Little Broughton, who on his dying bed, declared
his steadfast faith in Christ Jesus, and was made trivmphant in
death. ' A very amimating one was also read, respecting Ann
Perry, of Coggeshall. = She was a poor orphan who, in her child-
hood, was placed in a charity-school, and afterwards removed
from one place to another, until the age of nineteen, when her lot
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was cast in the family of a Friend. Here she became truly
religious, and was led to acknowledge the purity and efficacy of
the Truth, as we profess it, and to unite herself to onr Society,

wherein she became a preacher of righteousness in, word and in

deed.

24¢h. Edward Simkin and Mary Proud ministered to us at
Ratcliff meeting, which I attended; and a prayer was put up
that the sons and daughters of men, the world over, might in
mercy, be brought under the samctifying power of the Holy
Spirit, and that, to the name of Jesus, every knee might bow,
and every tongue confess. In the afternoon, a testimony was
read, concerning Richard Jacob, of Treland. Tt was particularly
remarked therein, that his steady endeavour was to overcome evil
with good. “An admirable attainment! ~My heart longs after
it, but I come affectingly short; yet I must press on.

28¢h. The  gathering was favoured with a particularly
solemn stillness, which was truly refreshing. It is a precious
thing when this is the case,—when, after our meetings, either for
diseipline or for worship, something remains to do us good,—to
stay ‘our minds upon God.

29th. A very sweet and affectionate letter was sent in from
the” Men’s Meeting, addressed to them by John XKendall; it
was expressive of much love, and a lively concern for the
welfare of the Society. He 1s in his eighty-second year. It
was cheering, and scemed like the dew of youth in old. age.

30&k. Henry Hull, accompanied by three friends, came to pay
a visit to our meeting ; his communication was very instructive ;
particularly cautioning against self-activity, recommending us
to be as ready to receive as fo give counsel, and to wait
reverently for the gentle constrainings of the/Spirit of Truth. He
remarked also, that diffident minds, to whom this caution least
belonged, would be the most disposed to take it to themselves,
and thus, he feared, might let in discouragement. He patheti-
cally addressed the youth, calling them into simplicity and early

L
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obedience, that they might obtain the inestimable ornament of a
meek and quiet spirit. He also supplicated sweetly for all, the
absent as well as the present. I felt afresh contrited, and the
language was sweetly raised, what sacrifice so acceptable as
re\'l(‘:rcl;t bowedness of spirit! . Our business being ended, a
solemn pause ensued. In pure silence there is fulness. What
a people should we be, if all did but come fully under :the
harmonizing influence of that humbling Power, which brings
even the thoughts into captivity ! ~Truly my heart is pained
when I ponder upon my short-comings. Ah! I see that
it is individual watchfulness and circumspection which is re-
quired, and I pray for holy help. The importance of constant
vigilance presses upon my spirit. L wish now to advert to thy
letter ; don’t, my dear, be too solicitons about thy young friend;
the Power which has mercifully kept him, is, T believe, still
near to him. ¢All is not lost that is out of sight? let us
remember this. - Never mind the- breakage of the China bowl,
§e. My heart was not set upon them. Give my love to my
friends ; I love them; but my spirit is just now contrited within
me, under a desire to be more fully what I should ‘be; more
meck and gentle, and more patient under little trials; there is
more in ﬂLi;: than we are always aware of, and I think I never
felt it more foreibly than now.
With dear love, affectionately,
Mary CappER.

31st. I was witness to a very awful scene ; the sudden seizure,
in Bishopsgate Street, of Joseph Gibbins. He was appar‘emly n
health, walking toward the meeting-house, Wheu. he fell; was
carried to a Friend’s house, and soon expired. Thistruly affeet-
ing scene probably shook my weak frame; for in. .the course
of afew days, my voiee was gone, and much debility ensuned.
In this reduced state, I was very affectionately cared for by my
dear sister Capper, in Ely Place; my mind, for the most part,
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was graciously kept in a low, tender condition, susceptible of
good.  Towards the end of the sixth month, my bodily strength
was a little restored ; and although this is desirable, and to be
received with thankfulness, yet the favour of Divine merey,
sensibly perceived, in dispensing the bread of life, is above all.

627 mo. 30th. First day. 1 left my dear relations in Ely Place,
and was removed to my dear, and equally kind relations at Stoke
Newington, where I am tenderly and affectionately attended by
my mieces ; very sweet it is to be so cared for, in a time of
great weakness. My powers of voice are still suspended, but
I'am mercifully kept from anxiety.”

During her tarriance at Stoke Newington, Mary Capper
addressed the following letter to her Brother.

“Tth mo. 1811,

My peArR BroTHER JASPER,

It is difficult for me to speak, but as it particularly impresses
my mind, I wish to tell thee, that since my present great weak-

ness and incapacity for joining i conversation, I have remem-
bered early scenes; and particularly since I came here, some
transactions between thee and me, which have been of great
importance to myself; and I think, as I even now record it with
tears, thou mayst be comforted by being reminded thereof; and
mn low times, for 1 believe that even confirmed believers have
their stripping times, thou mayst be encouraged to hold fast
thy confidence, and be thankful that thou hast been an instru-
mental means of stirting up the pure mind, or gift, in one poor
straying soul, at least; yes, ‘my dear Brother, even though I
knew it not; and I believe thon wast far from knowing, the
work which was at an early period begun, in the secret of our
hearts. ~ And although many an impediment has been permitted,
and we have more and more seen the evils of the human heart,

L 2
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vet heavenly kindness has been underneath, and helped us

hitherto.

To return to our early days; it has been revived, almost like
a scene of yesterday, when we were young, at Rugeley together,
that once, when our Parents were out, and 1 was sitting in the
little parlour, thon calledst me; and when I came to thee, thou
hadst ‘a  paper before thee, and hadst been writing. With a
serious. countenance, thou asked me if I eould recollect anything
that thou thadst done amiss, or could help thee to remember
what thou hadst “said or done that was wrong, as thou wished to
keep an -account of thy actions. No.doubt, I thought it
strange, and said something i childish derision; at which T
remember thou lookedst grave, and saidst.the Testament recom-
mended watchfulness; at which I foolishly laughed, and said
that that was an old-fashioned hook. ‘Well I recollect ‘the
inward conviction which T felt when fhou saidst, <Oh! sister
Mary, if you begin to despise that book, I have done !’  Away
T ran, but felt much distressed ; and T know nof, that from that

time, T evér. dared to speak lightly of the Scriptures, or of*

religion.

. Although when gradually becoming serious, it was not sud-
denly that I made any outward change, and though I had
prejﬁdiccs to encounter, yet here, my dear Brother, thou hadst
as it were opened a door, which step by step I entered. O!
thou knowest not.to the full, the strong holds of nanghtiness,
perverseness, depraved inclinations, petulance and impatience,
which were in my unconverted heart, more hard and stubborn,
sarely than many others.

Have T ot then, great, very great cause to be humble, and
to be thankful to the First Cause? and to be grateful, in
tender love, towards the instrument of my first awakening?
Yes, my dear Brother, heavenly Goodness has dealt bountifully
with me ; and may all thy conflicts and all thy trials be sanctified
to thee ; and may we, in our different allotments, be of one heart
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and one mind ; aseribing the marvellous mercy of Salvation unto
the redeeming power of a Saviour’s love. Often the secret
language of my heart is, “a Redeemer, or I perish! a Saviour,
or I die
With heartfelt affection,
I subscribe, thy Sister,
Mary Caprer.”

“Oth wmo. After spending a considerable time among my rela-
tives, from all of whom, as well as from their servants, I partook
of particular tendemness and care, during my long-continued
weak and low state, I gradually recovered strength, and my voice
returned, which- was very comfortable-to me; and relieving to
my friends.

17#4. 1 left London, under the care of Mary Harding, and
came to her relations ab Witney, Oxfordshire.

24dh. We were favoured to arrive safely at Leominster, wheré
we found Mary Lewis, comfortably settled in her house.

10¢% mo. 29¢%. Came to Birmingham, in consequence of affect-
ing tidings from thence. Our friends Charles and Mary Lloyd
have had the afffiction of -three deaths in their family, in about
six weeks. Two of their sons have been taken away in the
prime of life, and have each left a young widow and infant
family ; and their lovely daughter Caroline, twenty-one years old,
is called away from this life of vicissitudes, meeting death with
calm resignation and peaceful assurance, through the redecming
love of Christ, the Saviour. Her life was exemplary, and she
was remarkably useful, in the care of the poor, and the education
of their ichildren. | ‘Her affable engaging and gentle manners,
also her serious-deportment, and’ her religious observance of the
times set apart for waiting upon and worshipping the Father
of spirits, in public, are a very sweet memorial of her, engraven
in onr hearts.

171k, First day. Our valuable friend Henry Hull attended
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our meeting, and held a large and satisfactory ome in the

evening.”

From this date it appears that Mary Capper was not so regular
as before, in noting  down remarks; the next memorandum
being an account of the Yearly Meeting, after which there
1s a considerable lapse. This continues occasionally to be the
case, unfil the period when she entirely ceased to keep a journal.
The omissions are supplied by extracts from letters, &e.

“1812. btk mo. 18¢h. The Yearly Meeting of Ministers and
Elders was larger than for some years past; and it was consoling
to see the aged standing firm in their Heavenly Master’s
cause. A very precious feeling of solemmity was graciously
spread over us, and supplication was humbly offered at the
throne of mercy. The business was then opened by George
Stacey, J. G. Bevan, &c. . Mary Pryor and John Bateman, as
soldit;rs valiant in their Master's cause, spoke well of his Name,
and - testified their thankful sense of the continuanee of his
merciful kindness.  Certificates for friends travelling in the work
of the ministry were Tead ; among them, one for Stephen Grellet;
o.f the United States. He is a native of France.

197%. S. Grellet prayed, very impressively, for an increase of
true judgment, and the spirit of right discernment among us;
and that each might be found keeping their ranks in righteous-
ness. A desire was afterwards tenderly expressed that nothing
among us might prove a stumbling-block to the simple and
honest-hearted ; but that our whole conduct, conversation, and
dealing among men, might manifest 2 consistent, | self-denying
life, as followers. of a. crucified Lord, and as waymarks to the
flock.

20¢4. The Women’s Yearly Meeting commenced. Our
honourable, because firm and faithful, mother in the church,
Mary Pryor, testified in a very lively manner, her sense of
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heavenly favour being renewedly extended to us. Elizabeth
Joseph Fry supplicated for heavenly help, to keep our allotted
places in the church; she afterwards requested leave to pay a
visit to the men’s meeting, and Rebecea Bevan diffidently ex-
pressed a sisterly sympathy, and desive to acecompany her, if it
was deemed suitable. Affer solid consideration, the way seemed
clear for their Liberation, and three elders accompanied them ;
viz. Tabitha Bevans, Rachel Smith, and Sarah Phillips.

21st. Several testimonies were read, and some animating
remarks made on the encouragement to be derived from the
peaceful close of those who had been obedient in the day of
the Lord’s power, and who had held fast their confidence to
the end.

29tk. A very serious consideration of the state of our Society
spread among us, and one Quarterly Meeting seemed to claim
particular attention.  Just at this time, information was received
from the Men’s Meeting, that a deputation was appointed for
visiting this Quarterly Meeting, with a request that some Women
Friends would wnite in the visif. This was an encouragement
to those who felt bound to go on this service; the names set
down were Sarah Benson, Mary Stacey, and Sarah Hustler.

We were favoured with a visit from Henry Hull, who was led
to speak impressively to mothers; recommending them to bring
up, their danghters to usefulness, and to guard against those
indulgences which' tend to pride and haughtiness, lifting up
above the cross of Christ. He also said that it had been very
pleasant to him, while in this land, when his lot was cast in
families where there was a manifest care over servants, and a
tender regard to their welfare ; not requiring more from them
than was reasonable; and maintaining & watchful endeavour to set
them an example of meckness, forbearance and Christian humility,
With much solemnity, he commended us to God and to the
word of lis grace. He then withdrew, with his companions,
leaving us in remarkable quietness, and some of ns in contrition
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of spirit ; somewhat like the early morning of our visitation, and
still prized as a precious token for good.

In‘the afternoon oir-business was completed, and the con-
cluding minute was'impressively read ; importing that heavenly
Goodness had been mercifully mear, to help our fecble endea-
vours. The covering of inexpressible ‘calm, which spread over
many ‘minds, after having borne their allotted portion of hidden
exercise or active service for the promotion of righteousness
among s, very far exceeded the eloquence of language to set forth,
or the comprehension of the restless, unstayed mind. A stayed-
ness of mind upon the objeet of worship is-the solace of the soul.

3074, The adjourned Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders
met under peculiar impressions of sadness;and of sympathy with
our beloved friend Henry Hull, who has received information
that his wife and son have died of a malignant fever. He sent a
message, expressive of his love to Friends, and that, though in
afiliction, he durst not murmur ; for When he left his home, he
resigned.all into the Liord’s hand, who had a right to dispose of
him, and of them. A returning certificate which had been
ordered for him, was read and signed. We separated under the

sgnse of ‘precious fellowship.

Mary CarpEr 10 Karmanmve Cappin.

“ Leominster, 8¢ mo. 18¢h, 1812.
My pEar rovep NiroE,

Thy tender affection, thy unity with my poor spirit, is truly
aceeptable and sweet to me; ‘the ties of relationship are sweet;
but how mueh more important, how far more interesting, when
we are permitted a little to understand a fellowship with the
Father and the Son, and one with another in Him! how this
softens our hearts! how it clothes the spirit with compassion
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for those who are out of the right way ! how it teaches to bear
and forbear !
Mary CaprEr.”

Mary Capper now made her home principally at the house of her
friend Mary Lewis, at Leominster, and does not appear to have been
engaged in much active service for some time. In the spring of
1814; she went to Birmingham before attending the Yearly Meet-
mg. From Birmingham she thus writes to two of her friends.

“ Birmingham, 3+d mo. 22ud, 1814.
Dear Frienps,

L have thought much: of you since T left, and though my
tender affection ftowards my fellow-travellers, in the time of
trouble, ‘can avail little to lighten the actual pressure of grief,
whether openly manifested or more secretly felt, yet I esteem it
a privilege to be made capable of mourning with those that
mourn.  In my wiew, Christian sympathy enhances the ims
portance of life, and brings us nearer to the great Pattern of
Christian perfection, who was a man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. The longer I live, the more I seem to see and
be convineed, - that human nature, with all its propensities,
must be snbjected and refined through suffering, = Marvel not
then, my dear friends, when your pleasant pictures may be
marred, or even what you may think your reasonable hopes,
disappointed. As true Christian believers, quickened by Divine
Grace, you have a new path to tread; banded in heart, and
united in Spirit; to serve the Lord and promote the spread of his
righteousness, my dear friends, through all your ftrials, let not
your faith fail, but keep your eye steadfast to the Power that
can make you exemplary, and importantly useful, in your day;
that, being proved and fried, you may be enabled to speak to

= Sy

w.




170 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1814.

others of that help and comfort wherewith you have been
comforted. I believe it is the want of entire subjection which
keeps-us from the possession of that peace of mind which
surpasses. the natural understanding of man, and is a precious
token of a Savionrs love: “Think not that I write as
having attained ; ah! no; though at times I am favoured with
some foretaste of this Divine gift, I find painful lets and
hinderances ; but this one thing T desire to do; to press forward
with an earnest, humble hope, that He who has awakened my
spirit, and a little opened my understanding, will never leave me
to my own poor guidance ; and 1 would encourage you, my dear
friends, to hold on a heavenly course, without fainting by the
way ; ever bearing' in mind, that it is not by outward obser-
vation that we shall stand, but by the Grace of God.
] Affectionately,
Mary Capper.”

&tk mo. 3rd. Ann Burgess held a meeting for those who have
joined the Society of Friends, or are constant attenders of their
meetings ; several were present from my native town of Rugeley,
for whom. my heart was truly interested. Received fresh accounts
of the continued weakness of dear Mary Lewis.

137%. " At the Monthly Meeting at Tamworth ; here is a large
company of young friends, who appear naturally lovely and
kindly disposed ; but there was a feeling that something more
is needed ; that the heart must bow to the yoke of Christ,
and suffer the refining fire to consume the dross, and prepare
the vessel for usefulness, There is a great want of sacrifices and
of pure offerings in-the Chureh.

17th. \First day. Dear Stephen Grellet expressed his unity
with the poor in spirit, and encouraged the humble travellers.

19¢4. Set out for London.

24¢k. First day. Was at Peel Meeting, and had in lively re-
membrance the first time of my sitting down among this Society ;
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unto whom I trust, after many years of probation, I am now
steadfastly jomed in Christian fellowship. My desire is to be
brought into, and to be kept in humility, and godly fear, by that
which did first enlighten me, and convince me of the spirituality
of true religion. In the evening came to my brother J asper’s, at
Stoke Newington. It feels very pleasant to me to be once more
with my dear relatives, and to be sensible of reciprocal affection
after long separation.

25th. At the adjourned Quarterly Meeting, a precious memo-
rial was read, relative to dear Mary Bevan.

264, Spent the morning pleasantly with my dear _miece
Rebecea Bevan; she instructs her two elder children, with the
kind and important assistance.of J,.G. Bevan, who takes his
seat in the school-room, and appears to feel much interest in the
children’s advancement. Dear man! he seems gradually declin-
ing in bodily vigour, but his company is very instructive.

R1¢k. At the Week-day Meeting, our aged friend Mary Pryor
was enabled sweetly to encourage the lowly ones, to hold on in
the path of obedience.

28tk. We had a quiet day, in the peaceful enjoyment of social
intereonrse. ~ How precious and highly valuable is that fellow-
ship which unites families and relatives as in one mind ! Never
did T more fully feel or prize it, as a heavenly blessing.

5éh mo. 2ud. After the Scripture reading and a pause, wherein
the watchful, attentive mind has opportunity silently to feel its
wants, and reverently to bow at the footstool of mercy, we
retired to the school-room, where I sat at my needle, an observer
of the great pains taken by my dear Niece, assisted by J. G.
Bevan to instruct the children ; it is very grafifying to me to sit
with those who are qualified to teach, and those who are disposed
to learn; but I perceive it is an arduous task for the mother of
a family, in addition to her other cares, to dedicate so large a
portion of time to education.
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3rd. The morning was fine, and we had a little stroll in the
garden before breakfast. At reading time, the dear children
were very quiet;-and I thought something precious was to be felt.
1 ventured to express my renewed sense of the value and import-
ance of the practice of thus collecting together, parents, children
and servants, for the purpose of reading the Scriptures, and in
order to experience a preparation of mind for pursuing our
various occupations and duties, with proprety, and patience.
There will be need of patience unto the end of the race.

After school-hours T accompanied my Niece to call on the
poor and afflicted ; a delightful employment, when we have the
will and ability to give pecuniary relief, or to instruct them how
to find the true Comforter.

67h. 1 left my endeared Nieces, and returned to Paradise
Row; dear Rebecea walked with me and staid dinner with wus,
which was very pleasant to us all ; indeed 1t is precious to feel
the uniting bond of love and increasing fellowship ; as with one
desire, o be kept by the one Spirit ; knowing our own imper-
feefions and incapacity to keep ourselves from falling.”

On the 12th of the 9th-month J. G. Bevan suddenly expired,
during his afternoon’s sleep. In allusion to this circumstance
Mary Capper wrote from Leominster, “ He had finished his
course ; and though survivors may mourn his loss, yet the great
Head of the Church can raise fresh supplies, and bring thousands
and tens of thousands up and down fo cast their gifts info his
treasury; yea to dedicate their all unto their Lord’s service; and
let him do what He will with them and theirs.”

The health of Mary Lewis had long been gradually giving
way ; she was affectionately nursed by her faithfully attached
friend, who was with her to the last, and who thus wrote,

on the occasion of her death, to some of her dear and intimate

friends.
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“11¢k mo. 286k, 1814,
My pEar FrIENDS,

This day about twelve o’clock, I was enabled to resign with
calmness, the immortal spirit of the kindest friend any individual
could have, into the hands of a faithful Creator ; no more to
witness her tender, affectionate care and attention to me. Dear
creature ! she slowly declined, though her sufferings have been
great, and borne with unusual cheerfulness. On Seventh day
morning a stupor or drowziness took place, with laborious
breathing until towards the last, when she calmly expired. She
has uniformly expressed a desire to be laid in her husband’s
grave ; it is therefore intended to convey the remains to Tros-
nant ; the interment to be on First-day morning. Dear friends,
farewell, T am as well as can be expected, but I want rest.

Love to all our dear friends; T subseribe myself,
Mary Capeer.”
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CHAPTER VIIL

REMOVAL FROM LEOMINSTER AND RE-SETTLEMENT AT BIRMING-
HAM.—DEATH'|OF 'HER BROTHERS WILLIAM AND JASPER.—
RELIGIOUS SERVICES, &c. TO THE END OF THE YEAR, 1820.

To KarmariNe Capren.
% Leominster, 1s£ mo. 23rd, 1815.

When I can look into my own heart, and have a sense of ifs
natural propensities from my youth up, O! how marvellons
appears the mercy extended to me; so that, my endeared N lece,
the ‘secret acknowledgment of my soul is, God is love! and
willeth not that any should perish.© O! that the whole rational
creation, the world over; would receive, own, and strive to
obey, his Divine gift of Grace in the heart; then might we, as
one large family, together praise the Lord for his goodness, and
his mercy which endureth for ever. I have long been a debtor
to my much loved niece R. Bevan, for a nice, affectionate letter,
I have not been ummindful of the privation and grief that has
been recently brought upon you, by the awful change which has
taken place in the circle of your choicest friends, your justly
valued, much loved Christian adviser having filled his measure 5
his pilgrimage ended, he has left an example to those who loved
him, to follow him as he followed Chuist.

Mary CappEr.”
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She this year again attended the Yearly Meeting, concerning
which she made the following memoranda :—

“ London, 5th mo. 22ud, The select Yearly Meeting met.
Many are the vacant seats of those who have been eminently
useful in their day; but with humble hope, and confidence in
redeeming, sanctifying Power, we look towards a rising genera-
tion ; many of whom appear to have given up their names, and
to be advancing in dedication and usefulness.

William Grover and George Stacey were at the table. Some
tender cantions were given, with respect to those benevolent
associations, in which members of our Society are now so con-
spicuous. There was a fear in some minds, even while they
rejoiced in the spreading of knowledge, the distribution of the
Seriptures and the instruction of the poor, lest a danger might
seeretly lurk in the pleasure received from.eloqucnt speeches, and
flowing language, at the public meetings of these associations ;
especially lest our dear young friends should thereby lose their
relish for simplicity, and be gradually drawn from the love of
silent waiting m our meetings for worship ; that waiting wherein
they may know Jesus to be in the midst, teaching as never man
taught; and by whom we have access to the Father. There
was much worthy of observation in these remarks.

24¢h.- The Women’s Yearly Meeting began.

25tk A testimony  concerning vour valmsble friend John
Kendall, deceased, was read. He was favoured with heavenly
wisdom, in his early years, and dedicated a large portion of along
Iife, and much of his substance, to the promotion of righteous-
ness. In his love to his fellow-men, and desire to draw them off
from mis-spending their time, he occasionally entered public-
houses, and twice the theatre ; in order to persuade those present,
who were his neighbours, to consider the importance of life, and
of the soul’s salvation. In the afternoon, a testimony respecting
dear Mary Lewis was read.
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26¢k. At Devonshire-house meeting, some powerful testimo-
nies were borne to the Divine mission of the Saviour upon
earth, in his outward appearance, and to the operation of his
Spirit, revealed in the hearts of the children of men. Many
seemed to be seriously affected.

28th. First day. Martha Routh was enabled to preach the
glad tidings of the gospel ; and Jesus was set forth as a Saviour
and Redeemer.

3lst.~Sarah Hustler gave in a written account of the money
entrusted to her last year, when she accompanied Elizabeth Cogge-
shall into Germany and the South of France. She also expressed
that she had been thankful to be the medium: through which the
liberality of Friends, in this land, had contributed to comfort
many ; and that, while employed in relieving their distresses; she
had 'often thought of her sisters, in her native land, with desires

that they might rightlf appreciate their privileges, and be willing

to make sacrifices to supply their suffering fellow-creatures.

E. Coggeshall tenderly touched upon the superfluity observable
in clothing; &c. and we were called upon to shew our gratitude
to the Author of all our blessings.

6% mo. 1st. Instructive counsel was given, relative to the care
which should be exercised over servants of every denomination ;
that nothing may exist in our families that can in any way harm
them; and that as much as in us lies, we may encounrage them
in that which is good.  The clerk, ina very feelingmanner, read
the concluding minute ; and after a precious silent pause, we
separated.”

The mind of Mary Capper appears to have been frequently
much exercised on behalf of that class of persons, who are
employed as haymakers, &e. in the neighbourhood of London;
and at this period she expressed her interest for them in the
following address, which she had printed and circulated amongst
them.
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AN AFFECTIONATE ADDRESS TO THOSE WHO ARE EMPLOYED IN
HARVEST WORK, 1815.

How rich, how beautiful are the fields! how promising are the
crops, to supply the wants of Man and of Cattle! Shall we
behold them without one grateful acknowledgment to that
bountiful Giver from whom all our mercies flow? The Farth is
the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof ; and you, my fellow pilgrims,
who labour and toil in gathering the produce of the fields, and
in heaping up stores, you are partakers of the fruits of the earth,
you eat of the bread that strengthens the heart of man; and that
it may continue to be given to you in abundance, is the desire of
thousands, who are themselves supplied with it. Words can but
faintly set forth, how affectionately, how earnestly, your Christian
friends wish, that the blessing of the Lord may be with you, in
the ficlds, when your hands are diligently employed in hard
labour. They earnesily desire that when the toil of the day 1is
over, peace, the inward peace of your minds, may make your
rest sweet, and refresh your weary bodies, fitting you for the task
of the succeeding day. " Let affectionate solicitude, for your
soul’s sake, prevail upon you to avoid all excessin drinking ; it
1s an ungrateful waste of the Creator’s bounty, Drunkenness
unfits both the mind and the body for all that is inmocent and
good, it is a shameful inlet to bad and idle words, fo *profanc
and filthy communications, and fo foolish jestings, which things
are dangerous in their consequences, and often lead into serions
hiarms, that might not be even thought of in the beginning of
familiarities.

Permit a stranger to put you in mind, that without serious
thoughtfulness and prayer, neither the Poor nor the Rich, the
Labourer nor the Master, is safe. " We cannob in our own
strength resist temptation. Oh! it grieves your friends, who are
mierested for you, who observe you when you are not aware, if
grieves them, when the old men amongst you commit folly, and

the young men unhappily follow the sad example.
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Why will ye not accept a Saviour’s redeeming love, who
suffered, was crucified and died, to save us from our sins?
Receive this exhortation in seriousness, and let it make some
mmpression forigood on your-hearts, as it is offered to vou by a
fellow fraveller who has your present and eternal happiness in
view.

And you, dear young Children of the Poor, who attend your
Parents and others in the labours of the fields ; remember that
your Heavenly Father caveth-for you; that he pitieth you, even
whilst you are ignorant of Him. Think wpon kis goodness and
mercy; He would keep you from sin, from” all wicked words,
from les and deceit; take heed, dear children; that you learn not
these things from those who are older than you, and ought to
teach you ‘better things. ' Love one another, he gentle, kind'and
good ; then nothing can harm you.”

Mary Capper again attended the Yemly Meeting in 1816 ;

her diaxy thus eontinues.

“/oth mo. 20¢h.“The Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders
met ; and after a time of reverent waiting, very low as at the foot-
stool of mercy, vocal prayer was offered. Jonathan Hutchinson
joined Win. Grover, &c. at the table. Mary Naftel, in a weighty
manner, informed us of a concern to visit Friends in America,
After much silent deliberation, a helief was expressed that the

meeting might safely sanction the movement, and the lanonace
o L=

of encouragement was held forth.

21st.  Elizabeth Thomas Robson opened to the meeting, in
much stmplicity, her apprehension that it was required of her to
visit those under our name in France and Germany, Much
tender feching was expressed, and the decision was left to 2
future sitting.

22nd. Soon after the Women’s Yearly Meeting gathered, a
very precious stillness prevailed, and seemed to spread over us
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through this sifting; a gentle hint was given to be watehful
when out of meeting, so that the beneficial impressions received
might be retained.

23rd. Your testimonies were read, respecting deceased min-
isters, who had been favoured to finish their earthly pilgrimage
in peace, and with a lively hope of acceptance, through Christ
the Saviour, who redeemeth the helievers in Him.

R4¢h. Tt was remarked, that while many are running to and
fro in the earth, in order that knowledge may be increased, the
retired humble Christian believer, who finds no power to go forth,
and can only rejoice with trembling, may, by secret and sincere
prayer, be instrumental in the promotion of truth and righteous-
1SS,

287%. Some very interesting accounts were sent in from
our Men Friends, relative to the civilization and improvement
of the Indians in North America. Friends in that land still
extend much care towards them ; schools are established, and
Friends reside among them ; many of the women and girls have
learned to spin, &e. The report mentions that an ancient chief
expressed  the satisfaetion which they felt, in observing the
stability of the Friends who had settled among them ;. that even
when the great guns shook the earth they did not seem dis-
turbed ; from this they concluded that the Good Spint was with
them.

30¢k. Counsel was expressed, tending to encourage and €Com-
fort the lowly-minded, and to animate all to watch unto prayer,
that spiritual mindedness might increase among us, and that our
worship might really be in spirit and in truth; even though
without verbal ministry. We received an acceptable visit from
Richard Phillips, accompanied by William Grover:. In the even-
mg we concluded our business, which has been transacted in
much harmony, and under a sense of that gracious, condescend-
ing merey, which the Christian believer prizes above every earthly

enjoyment.
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624 mo. 1st. The adjourned Meeting of Ministers and Elders
opened with a fresh manifestation of that Power which draws into
solemn stillness, and prepares the mind for secret or voeal
prayer; the latter was offered on the bended knee. The concern
of FElizabeth Robson was again seriously considered, and it
appeared right to liberate her for the service.

26th. At the Quarterly Meeting for London and Middlesex,
Elizabeth Fry, of Plashett Cottage, was liberated to accompany
Elizabeth Robson,

9%k mo. 241k, Attended the Monthly Meeting at Hereford,
and under a persnasion that it was a right movement, requested
a certificate. of removal to the North Monthly Meeting of
Warwickshire,

102/ mo. Ttk. Bequested permission to have a religious meet-
ing with some of the inhabitants of Leominster, before leaving
that place ; and informed Friends that T felt inclined to pay
a visit to some families not professing with us, as way might
open for it. ~The Monthly Meeting concurred therein, and
appointed John Southall to accompany me, when desirable.

8¢/ /Made one call; where ‘we were favoured with a prccimis
sense of the tender merey of the Lord.

107%. Sarah Waring accompanied me to the honse of a very
respectable widow, where we took tea; an opportunity was after-
wards very willingly given, to have the company of a faithful
seryant, who had been with her mistress during many years  of
affietion, and who, being sickly, had received great kindness
in return. After relieving my mind, we parted in mutnal good
will. T afterwards called on several more of my neighbours, and
was always kindly received. As I'found ability given me, in
tenderness and love, T expressed my solicitude for the welfare

of the immortal soul, which will have an existence when we

shall no more meet, in these poor, frail, mortal bodies. The
neighbours were invited to attend one of our religious meetings,
and the house was pretty well filled. Stillness prevailed, and

1817.] MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. IST

some of us were enabled to wait on the God of all grace, Some-
thing was expressed in love to souls. 1 had particular satisfac-
tion, and felt great sweetness, in calling upon two Moravian
families. T thought the spirituality of faith in Christ, the Saviour
and Redeemer of men, was fo be found among them.

I left Leominster in a low frame of spirit, though I did not
feel condemmation for anything that T had done, or wilfully left
undone.”

To Karaanive Caprer.
“ Birmingham, 2ud mo. 1144, 1817.
My pear Nirck,

I was affected by the account of thy dear Father's sufferings,
and being something of an invalid myself, T thought very affec-
tionately of my much-loved Brother, as T lay awake on my bed.
I remember the loye of our youth; mutual endearment is even
more preeious now, in my old age, than in the morning of my
day. - Tell my dear Brother that an increased sense of fellowship
binds me to him.

T call to mind thy dear Father’s first communication respeeting
his sense of the sinfulness of sin ; and to the best of my recollec-
tion, it was the beginning of serious thoughtfulness, ‘upon ‘the
nature of sin, in my mind ; though my foolish Theart made hight
of it, just at that time. But little as a beloved Brother may |
think that he had to do with it, so it is, that T conneet the in.
cident, the love for him, and an‘awful reverence for the watchful
Shepherd of ‘souls ; as then and now working together for good ;
even to the end designed, of mercifully redeeming, fitting and
preparing for a mansion of purity and blessedness.

With a large portion of love to you all, thy Aunt,
Mary Cavpgg.”
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“Birmingham, 444 mo. 18¢k.

Drar M. S.

Doubtless thon hast had accotnts of my weak state of health ;
T am indeed again reduced very low, but I'see it as my place to
he quict and patient, which is'the petition of my spirif more often
than the day. 'Subjection of the will, and the ‘reduction of all
that is contrary to the righteous law of Christ; however seeret
it may be, is the work and end of pure religion in the soul ;
whatever our name, sitnation or rank in life.  Sickness and
retirement do not exclude trials of faith; nor do T believe that
an active, busy- scene, in things lawful, precludes the precious
inflaence of that divine;, heavenly Power, which, if believed and
obeyed, leads out of error, and opens the way of truth.

My voice remains suspended; so that it is a/fatigue to make
myself understood. T have'the great privilege /of a quiet, plea-
sant, little room, where T am much alone.”

“ Birminghawm, 4¢% mo. 26¢%, 1817.

Dear W. F.

Though T am now in as poor and weak a state as thou hast
herctofore seen me in ; yet being favoured (o feel some liveliness
of spirit, and interest in those things which I'am persuaded make
for peace, I earnestly desire the increase of spirituality among all
professing Christians ; that we may manifest of a truth; that we
believe in. God, and in. Jesus Christ whom He hath sent.. To
experience the change from nature unto grace, is more to be
desired than kingdoms; and is worth enduring conflicts and dis-
tress, to know realised in ourselves; and if so might be, to prepare
us, to strengthen, help and encourage other burdened souls.

I doubt not thy continued dedication is attended with many
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trials and sacrifices, but also with many gracious helps, many
sweef mercies; and thou knowst these cannot be bought too
dear; in fact, what has the most favoured servant to give, which
has not first been received  The best enjoyment of every good
gift is a grateful sense of the bounty of the Giver.”

Mary Capper did not attend the Yearly Meeting, but her sister
Anne Capper sent her the following particulars.

“5th mo. 11th. First day. We had a precious company te
dine ; our dear brother and sister John Capper called, and silence
ensued. Mary Proud and Mary Alexander spoke sweetly, and I
think our dear Brother and Sister were comforted. My Brother
is seventy.

19¢%. To-day my Jasper is sixty-six; upon looking back, I
find both the brothers increasingly desirons of yielding them-
selves to best guidance, and preciously drawn from visible things.
The opening of the Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders to-
day was a time of refreshment to many. Elizabeth Robson gave
an account of the labours of herself and companions; also of
their great trials in having to leave William Allen in his_ afflie-
tion, and in the death of his wife.

20¢%. William Byrd first broke silence, in testimony ; then his
wifesin prayer. Then Hannah Field, from America, with much
simplicity, informed us of her prospect of visiting those under
our name in France ; and Blizabeth Barker hers, to be the com-
panion of Hannah Field. Much sympathy and unity were
expressed.

237d. At the Meeting for worship we were comforted toge-
ther; bread was broken, blessed, and handed to them that were
brought low. The dear, simple-hearted American Friends dined
with us ; eight of our children were with us, and many others.
After dinner, in a religious opportunity, Hannah Field and
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E. Barker had to exhort and encourage us. L. Barker also
appeared in supplication,

25th. First day. Thy dear Brother, Aun Crowley, and I, were
privileged with. the company of the dear American Friends, to go
with us to attend the interment of my aged friend, Benjamin
Angell, of Brenfford. T think e was eighty-three. The in-
struetive society of our friends was very precious to us. At the
funeral, Hannah Field encouraged all present to come from
shadows to-the living substance. . Barker 'and Ann Crowley
were engaged in reverent supplication, and several friends in
testimony.

3lst. - The select Yearly Mesting concluded under a very
solemn covering. My dear husband is very poorly, but we have
had to commemorate the Lord’s tender dealings with us; he
is so favoured, in this time of sickness, that it is with reverent,
humble gratitude I perceive the increase of his faith and love.
Surely goodness and merey have followed Tim all his days! of
this T.also have largely partaken.” .

Rebecca Bevan also sent an account of the daily transactions

of the Women’s Meeting, to which she subjoined the following ;
her last address to her Aunt.

“ Tottenham, 1817.

I have endeavoured, mydear Aunt, to keep a'daily account of
the proceedings of our Yearly Meeting, but it is so inferior fo
what I could have wished, that T believe it must go, without any
other recommendation than the affection which induced me to
begin it, and I hope thou will acceptit as a proof of my love, I
was gratified by thy kind letter, sent by one who appears to haye
grown so much in all that is good, as almost to discourage some
of her companions in the Christian race ; but while T have been
writing this, the words, ‘In my Father’s house are many
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mansions,” have afforded me a ray of encouragement, and renewed
my hope.

I think, if T could slip away from my engagements, I could
enjoy a few quiet days with thee; but at present, that is out of
the question ; my dear boys are just coming home, for a six
weeks’ vacation, and our two youngest have the hooping cough.
I believe the rest have all had it, and it is not very violent. My
Father is but poorly.

Thy very affectionate Niece,
Renecca Bevan.”

Rebecca Bevan died the 9th of the 11th month of this year, in
the faith and hope of a humble Christian, having endured a very
suffering illness with much patience.—See Piety Promoted, Part
XTI, page 189.

Mary CapPER 10 JOHN AND Sarin GRUBE.
“ Birmingham, 644 mo. Ték, 1817.
My DEAR EXERCISED FRIENDS,

I seem as though I could not well forbear to communicate a
little of my feelings toward you, as they arise in freshness,
though it may be but in a very small measure that T can'enter
into your tribulated state. A petition something like this has
arisen on your behalf; ¢O! Father, help with holy help, thy
humble, dedicated servants; sustain them continually through
heights and depths. Their, conflicts are fully known to thee,
though it may be, not unto any fellowmortal. \O ! when the poor,
weak, human frame is overwhelmed, and seems ready to sink,
and the heart to fail, may it please thee, thou source of true
consolation! to be the strength of the heart; to pour in Gilead’s
balm, and prove:thyself their Holy Physician’ Weak and
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solitary as I am, yet I cannot count myself dead, so long as I
am capable of feeling an interest in the labours of those who are
actively engaged. May the Lord of the harvest be in the midst,

and. bless his' servants, ‘and erown his own works! I hope, if

it be best, that a little respite will be given you, to recruit your
health and spirits. = Depression i not wnusual in bodily weak-
ness; but doubtless there is a suffering with the Church, spirit-
ually, that goes: yet: deeper ; nevertheless, my precions friends,
look forward; the end will crown all ; because you do know in
whom ye have believed; and because your Redeemer liveth, ye
shall 'live also. ‘

Mairy Capper.”
Pq. B30

“ Alder House, 1044 mo. 1074, 1817.
Mx pEsr Friexp,

Thou canst better think than I-can tell, the feelings of my
heart; respecting the alarming state and mexpressible sufferings
of my dear, much-loved niece Rebecea Bevan. Greatly will she
be missed in her family, and in that. station where her services and
abilities were called into action. The mtelligence received gives
noreasonable hope of recovery, Dear creature ! while I sec;eL]\'
participate in the present affliction, and mourn the privation that
will be felt by near and dear connexions, the cheering, precious
consolation of my soul is, that the all-wise Disposer of events
sees fit to gather her devoted spirit from the trials and pains of
the body, at an carly period of life. The. Divine will, done in
us and through us, is all in all. My views extend to that blessed
time, when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdoms
of our heavenly Father and of his Christ. It'seems that tribula-

tion, pain and suffering is the medium wliereby orace trimmphs
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over nature ; sustaining faith, the gif6é of merey and goodness,
will, I humbly hope, uphold us through all. I seem strongly
meclined to retwrn home; retirement will better suit the sympa-
thetic sadness that clothes my spirit, thongh the friends here are
tenderly kind. Still it is not my own little apartments, nor so
much in the way of seeing yon, as a part of our family connexion,
and hearing almost every day or two some accomnt of my dear
afflicted relatives.
My love to all,
Mary Capper.”

Mary CAPPER TO HER BROTHER JAsPER (CAPPER.
“ Birmingham, 2nd wo. Tth, 1818.

My pEsr BroTHER,

Often in my solitude I think of thee ; my heart seems in-

creasingly bound to thee, as we descend the slope of time. In
some of my best moments, thou seemst present with me; and in
my low strippings, I think of thee. When Satan whispers ugly
things, and would fright my soul from prayer, sometimes on my
knees, “with teary face,” like the poor Indian, bending low, T seck
relief ; and though many a time no form of words presents, there
seems a spititual intereession, and a calm sueceeds; not/ always
immediately. -~ Faith and patience are kept dlive by exercise:
Then, again, I think of thee, and my soul takes courage. May
we not be thankful that we can, in the secret of our hearts,
believe; ¢ The precious blood was: shed; to cleanse this heart of
mine !’ Yes, thine and mine! from all sin! that being justified,
we may be glorified ; clothed in the fine linen, white and clean,
as 1o fuller on earth can make it! No skilful alchemist can so
separate the precious from the vile! My beloved Brother, may
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ve be more, and yet more, favoured with joy and peace in be-
lieving, is the prayer of thy Sister,

Mary Cspper.”
To R. axp E. C.

“Worcester, 444 mo. 274k, 1818.

MY VERY DEAR Friexps,

I don’t know how I can sufficiently “prize the privilege of
haying your kind regard, and the love of your dear children,
which is as a cordial in my advancing days. T think T shall
return on sixth day; T am aware that T shall then have but a
very short time fo rest before my journey to London, should my
health continue equal to the undertaking. —

Dear Jesse is, T hope, better ; Ibelieve he has learned from
the best of teachers, the Spirit of Christ manifested in his
heart, that it is good for us to suffer cheerfully, when pain or
affliction is brought upon us.  Please to express my tender loye
to him, and tell him that T remember, when I was \.'oung, that T
was often sick, and my high spirits were brought lc.m' ; and nmow
I am increased in age, I am very. sensible that these dispensations
were blessings to me ; as they gradually led me to think upon nry
Creator, and that there is a heayen where purified spirits live fo}
ever. Dear Jesse, Tibelieve, often thinks' of this, and herein 1
trust we have sweet fellowship one with the other, though we do
not often express it in words, and we may be personally s;parated;

but there is a precious union of spirits, sweeter to my mind than
worldly possessions.

Mary Cappyr.”

“5th mo. 18th. Yearly Meeting of Ministers and Elders. Some
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of the old standard bearers still remain. Wm. Tuke, lively and
zealous for good order and discipline. Wm. Grover, Wm. Allen,
and Dykes Alexander at the table. Hannah Field, in a very
humble, simple manner, informed us that she believed the time
was drawing near for her return to her native land ; she spoke
very modestly of her labours, but said, that for the encourage-
ment of others, she could thankfully acknowledge, that she had
been helped and sustained in all her difficulties and trials; with
tenderness of spirit, she also mentioned the affectionate regard
and kindness which she had everywhere received.

197k, A particular solemnity seemed to spread over us, when
William Rickman, of Rochester, in a humble, affecting manner,
laid before us a concern for visiting some parts of North
America, for which service he was liberated, after weighty
deliberation.

20#%. The Women’s Yearly Meeting, gathered in remarkable
stillness. = The meeting at large is much helped by the business
being eonducted with propriety, and so as to be clearly heard;
a prevailing, quietness contributing greatly to the advantage of
the whole. A memorial was read concerning Special West;
it was very interesting to observe how heavenly goodness followed
him throngh life, and crowned him in death.

22nd. A very large gathering, and again favonred with a
settled stillness. We are greatly privileged with a clerk and
assistants, fully competent to their important office. A testimony
eoncerning Martha Routh was read. Much excellent counsel
was given.

R4ih. First day. At Gracechurch Street Meeting, the chris-
tian dectrine of true self-denial was remarkably held up to view;
viz. ‘Art thou slothful ? deny thyself! ‘Axt thou covetous?
deny thyself! Art thou hasty in thy temper, and prone to speak
what may pain others, and wound thy own soul? Deny thy-
self?” &e.

254k, A very impressive testimony was read, respecting Rebecea
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Bevan. After having endeavoured to fill the stations of child,
wife and mother, with scrupulous propriety, she had no anchor
of hope buf in the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, in the love
and_righteousness of Ter Redeemer; and here her faith was
ultimately both strong ‘and mmmtum- so that we, who loved
her much, have abundant eause’ to rejoice in the belief, that all
is well with her. She was- thirty-four years old. As she
attended the last Yearly Meeting, 'the \circumstance of her
early death secmed striking to many ; Hainah Field particularly
alluded to_the solicitude which she then expressed for the
guarded. education of children.

6tk A-testimony concerning dear Sarah Hustler was read.
Some beautiful and fmpressive truths were declared, and encour-
agement was expressed to such as were cast down.

R7th. A-recommendation was given to avoid providing more
than is needful for the t table, on First days, that servants might
uot be unnecessarily engaged. /A desire-seemed to prevail that
we may all ‘be fervent in spirit, and alive to a sense of the
condescending goodness of our Heayenly Father.

29¢k. Our Yearly Meeting closed, under the favoured coy ering
of-a solemn silence, which no de seription can fully convey to
those who have never known its power. No words can so fully
calm and satisfy the soul!”

To R. axp E. C.
“ Stoke Newington, 7% mo. 67k, 1818,
My pEAR Friexps,

Your continued  kindness towards e, raises a yery grateful
feeling in my mind. T have considered myself largely indebted
to dear S. her watchful attentions are not forgotten. I have
moved about but lLittle, as T yet remain weak and unequal to

those exertions which I see others so actively get through.
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Indolence does not seem to beset me, and I desire to move in
the path appointed to me; sometimes I think it :uuouuts. to
very little active service. I have spent some very pleasant time
with my dear brother Jasper; some days we have been much
alone. .I hope our religious experience has in degree increased
with our years, and that now, in our declining days, we are
strongly united in a bond that cannot be broken by the power
of the grave. Our hope, our confidence is anchored upon the
Lord of life and glory. O! this is precious, and calls for the
deepest sense, and the acknowledgment, of condescending good-
ness and mercy toward the children of men.
t Affectionately,
Mary CaprEr.”

To THE SAME.
“London, 97 ino. 18tk, 1818.

My pEAR FrIENDS,

I came from Stoke Newington yesterday; my dear brother
Jasper has long been a severe sufferer ; I never saw him anything
like so ill, nor do 1 recollect ever to have seen any one in sT_lch
unremitting pain. You, my dear friends, well know the anxiety
of walching over an endeared sufferer, when all our effvrls are
meffectnal to give ease; my beloved brother’s mind is evidently
fixed upon the Redeemer; these storms shake not the f()undﬂfion,
though the poor tabernacle totters with the vehemence of the
blast ;. but the Rock of ages stands sure; what a marvellous
mercy is this| My very tender love is to your dear, precious,
suﬂ'e;'ing child ; though it would gratify me to sit by him, and
to witness the condescending goodness that keeps him in peace,
while his poor mortal body continues from day to day,. t‘o bt in
much pain and affliction, I am satisfied that the pure Spirit, from
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the Fountain of all good, often sweetly unites us when personally
separated. I esteem it a great privilege thus to believe. My
absence from you, dear friends, would be inereasingly trying if I
did ot apprehend that T am desirous to be just where T think I
ought to be; although very little, if any obvious benefit arises
from my small services ; T do not so much look at that as at the
gentle pointings and openings in my own mind.
Affectionately T subscribe, your Friend,
Mary Capper.”

“Oth. mo. 1 have received an account of the death of dear Jesse
Cadbury, who was only a child in years. He expressed that he
was safisfied, he should die in the Lord, and go to that better
comntry, where he should sing Allelujah for ever. Dedr, preciotis
child! his love to me now feels inexpressibly sweet.

Birmingham, 1144 mo. 13¢%. T accompanied two friends on a
visit to the few remaining at the Alder Mills ; this pleasant spet,
a few years ago,” wore the appearance of an earthly paradise.
Distress and separation of families, with many strippings and
sorrows, haye now marred the pleasant picture ; and the tender
sympathy of friends is cordially aceepted.

184/ After our meeting, I accompanied Elizabeth Cadbury to
call upon some-Friends who are parents; we took the Epistle on
education, issued by the last Yearly Meeting, and it was read with
seriousness.  Some observations were made, as an incitement to
watch carefully the opening. eapacity of the infant mind, to receive
religious instruction ; and to cherish the first breath of the spirit
of I;n1§'er ; the gentle desire to know the Author of their days; to
enconrage them to think of Him, to love Him, to.fear all that
might offend Him.

Gaod impressions are often discoverable in young children,
before the natural will and the bias of evil example, or strength
of wrong dispositions, gains the ascendancy and precipitates them

into evil actions ; so that it is highly important for parents and
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instructors, to endeavour, with all possible attention, to find
opportunities for instrueting them in the principles of the Chris-
tian religion, leading them to the Saviour, that they may receive
his blessing, and be enabled to resist the tempter.

264k. Dimed with the young family of our deceased friends
John and Priscilla Dearman, who were both taken away in the
prime of life ; butf there is a protecting Power extended to the
orphan; such have an Almighty Father, who heareth and
answereth prayer. I hope the visit was not unprofitable.

124k mo. Sth. Called on several friends with the epistle.
Great openness appeared, even with thankfulness that so much
care 1s mamfested among us, and extended towards these whose
situations and circumstances in life, much, if not wholly, exclude
them from the privilege of attending the Yearly Meeting, and of
other interesting intereourse with their friends, Inthe afternoon.
we satiwith some young people, a brother and a sister, who were
early left motherless; they mamifested much tenderness, and their
flowing: fears seemed fo do us good ; our minds were sweetly
brought amder the influence of heavenly goodness.

16¢4. "I amited with S. and R. Lloyd in calling on some

friends in the station of parents; the epistle on thessubjectvof
education and early religious instruction, was seriously read to
them ; they were also recommended to introduce into their fami-
lies, a publication by Henry Tuke, setting forth the principles of
the (Chuistian Religion, as professed /among us; with  Lindley
Murray’s Compendium, onthe same important subjeet. The Book
of Extracts of the Yearly Meetings’ minutes, much elucidates
our discipline, and brings before us beautiful advice, that has been
issued by successive Yearly Meetings, for, the help, of the body;
this, with many other excellent publications; were) recommended
to be read m familiess. We found that most parenis could
acknowledge their need of encouragement, in their endeavours to
wateh over themselves and their dear children ; lest they should
faint in their minds, or grow weary, or neglizent in watehfulness
N




184 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1819.

and prayer. Our visits seemed to be accepted with feelings of
unfeigned good will, like those which prompted them. That
which unites sojourners here in one desire to obtain the
blessing of 'the (promised land, was, in degree, felt from honse
to house.

To Kammsrmve Capper.
“Worcester, 1s¢ mo. 184, 1819.

It was very kind of thy Father, in his almost solitary sitting,
when his health and spirits were so much affected, to turn his
thoughts.in this tendered frame towards me ; his free communi-
cation is truly gratifying. 1 am often aloné, and then;what'T
consider mental intercourse with my beloved relatives is sweet ;
the'confirmation that it is at fimes mutial is encouraging.  Thy
beloved - Brother’s visit; T doubt not, was' gratifying; I think I
should have participated with you in the chaste joy of seeing dear
relations walking in-the Truth. Real gratitude for such favours
1s not/ the produce of our native soil; the happy culture of
Divine Grace brings first the blade ; and so, if not untimely nipt,
comes the mipened crop; but the husbandman, in nature’s field,
has long patience, and he is not dismayed at every dark and
gloomy day.

Mary (Carrur.”

“ Birmingham, 574 mo. 1s¢, 1819.
My vEar Brotmer Jaseer, &e.
To be hasty in feeling disappointments, and not prompt to

acknowledge grafifications, will not, I hope, be laid upon me.
This very morning I received a fourfold kindness, making ample
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compensation for my disappointed anticipations. Wrong, you
did me none, so to forgive there is nothing; and in the present
instance, I may consider myself a gainer, by thy pen being called
Into action, to tell me that you love me, &c. It is more to me

than a library of books! My dear Sister, the comparatively

transient pain, which is past, is more than re-paid by present
feelings; arising from a spring afresh discoy ering itself from
beneath an accidental covering of some scattered fragments.
"Tis enough ! the stream remains undiminished, and I am now
in my own comfortable apartments, alone, without mterruption
enjoying your kind communication.

How manifold are my consolations! T would not change
my imperfect sense of the mercy and the favours conferred daily
upon me, for the possession of worldly wealth and power. With
reverence, not with boasting, I write ; for I am sure it is of the
Lord’s mercy.

My beloved Brother and Sister! it may possibly be our ex-
perience in days to come, that, while others in stronger health, are
more actively and conspicuously engaged in promoting the right
thing, and in beholding the manifestations of the Tord’s power
in the earth, we may have to taste of the pure. water that flows
softly; in the low valley, where there is freshness and greenness,
and where the longing soul is satisfied, even though separated
from Christian friends, gathered together to help one another.
The great Helper of these, also “settéth the solitary in families’

I have to eontemplate many distresses around me; in-the pre-
sent day of commercial troubles. The gracious Creator of man
has surely some wise, benevolent purpose, in this chastisement ;

humble children and dependent servants will submit with
reverence, and crave for patience of soul, avith, wisdom to direct
their steps. My dear Nephew and Niece! T did not know the
power that I seem to have possessed, to cause such a muster of
your forces in your four-fold epistle. There is strength in love,
which does as much execution as silver trampets and battering

N2




196 MEMOIR OF MARY CAPPER. [1819.

rams. In most cordial, sweet, affection towards every one of
you, including the lovely children, I subseribe your strongly
attached Sister and Aunt,

Many Capprr.”

To JouN AND SArRAH (GRUBB.

¢ Birmingham, 104 ma. 1819.
MY ENDEARED FRIENDS,

No human language can, I believe, fully set forth, that quick-
ening, living virfue, which unites the heart, soul and spivit of
those who love the Lord Jesus, and cherish liis redeeming Power
in the soul. Surely T was favoured to feel something of its pre-
cions influence in being with you ; and since my return home, I
have often thought of you, with the same impression of your
deeply hidden; and more openly manifested trials and engage-
ments. | Your life, spiritual and natural, with all that you are,
and all that you have, is the Lord’s; let Him do what seemeth
Him good! A little while and time shall be no longer! Be of
good cheer, my much-loved friends! press on, meekly and
steadily, without over much solicitude ; trust the whole rational
creation, and your own souls, as quietly as you can, or may
obtain faith to de, into the hands of a faithful Creator: He
worketh wonders in his unfathomable mercy.

In recurring to dear J. G.s impressive exercise of spirit, as [
was at the time, so have I since been, led to trace something like
the deep and mournful travails of Isaac Penington, when he
expresses’ limself thus; <Ol how L have prayed for the lost
world | for all'the souls of ‘mankind ! how hath my- soul bowed
in unutterable breathings of spirit’before God, and could not be
silenced, until He quieted, or safisfied my spirit, of the righteons-
ness and excellency of his will, and bid me leave it to Him !’
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It would be precious, if so ordered, that you found your family
well, whether you are permitted to rest and enjoy your domestic
comforts for a shorter or a longer, time. May Israel’s Shepherd
protect your tender lambs, and bless them with docile spinits ; that
they may be kept within his safe enclosure, and come to know
Him for themselves, as the good Shepherd; who careth for the
lambs, or the little ones, who desire to love Him, and to obey his
voice. To your dear Mother, please to express my tender love;
advancing age has its frying weakness; but O! the sustaming
comfort of looking to a Saviour’s love ; throngh whom, even in
our weak estate, we have access to God.

Farewell, my dear Christian friends ! accept the love of your
attached friend,

Mary Carrer.”
To Haxwvan Evaxs, or WARWICK.
“My prEAr FrIiewp,

Itis a reviving cordial to the Christian traveller, when we can
feel union of spirit by the way, each having an appointed path-to
tread, and pressing toward the same' mark ; yet the heart, sur-
rounded by its fellows, often feels alone ; and none can fill this
void, or satisfy the soul’s desire, but that Almighty Power in

whom we live, and move, and have onr being. 1t will “perhaps

be matter of surprise, though I hope not irreconcilable fo thy

best feelings, that my mind has been seriously impressed, for
some time past, with a view of a wvisit of a religious nature, to
the families of Friends at Coventry; to somein other places not
in proféssion with us, and more parficularly to the County Jail
and  House of Correction, at Warwick ; so impressive has been
this prospect, that I concluded it best to consult a few friends,
who encouraged me to lay it before our Monthly Meeting. A

certificate is ordered ; this must detain me till our next Monthly
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Meeting, unless, without infringing upon any rule of good order,
I' might go forward to Coventry, while the weather iz somewhat
mild. T wait the decision with quiet submission. I think I have
no-self choice, in the time or the thing.

Now, my dear friend; I claim thy help and sympathy. Long
as I have been engaged in this way, this is the first movement I

have made alone; and I seem like a very child, in want of help

and divection. ) Lef me hear from thee soon.”
To THE SaME.
ALk mo. 244k, 1819.
Drar FRIExp,

How precious is it to feel the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of .peace ! Although there may be, and there are, in our present
state, seasons, not-a few, when dark and clondy days obstruct our
vision, surely I may, with serious, contrite feeling, say, that con-
descending mercy has gracionsly joined me to a people, in whose
religions principles my soul finds full satisfaction ; and language
cannot set forth the precious fellowship, that in some favoured
times, solaces my poor spirit, in the company of these who are
spiritually alive, even in these trying days, when we are indeed
a mixed people, and the purelife'is often; to our apprehension,
trodden down. 0! the sense of this is/surely a sign that we
are not spiritually dead, nor living at ease in the midst of the
desolation that surrounds us. Our humble frust is still in the
Lord, though unbelief abounds in the nation.

I am satisfied and confirmed by thy jndgment, and strength-
ened by thy sympathy, to wait the full time of the meeting’s
approbation. [ believe it is, in most, if not in all cases, safest
and best, to avoid giving occasion of offence or remark. I have

not a decided sight, whether 1 had best move with or without a
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companion ; this T trust will rightly open in due time. T feel
satisfied the delay is no hurt to me; and in all things, there is
instruction.

In dear affection,

Mary Carper.”

FroM Hanvan Evans 10 Mary CarpEr.
“11¢k mo. 271k, 1819.
My pEsar Frizyp,

I received thine, and am pleased my last met thy approba-
tion.  In respect to thy having a companion, I think thatis a
very weighty consideration, except any Friend should feel a
similar engagement of mind, and you could, in true gospel
fellowship umite; then it might be helpful, for I believe there is
strength in nnify ; if not, in my simple opinion, it will be best
to go without any eonstant, nominal companion ; for I do believe;
that in the important work of visiting families, especially, except
it is one who 1s rightly brought under the weight of the service,
it is better to go alone. ~And be not discouraged, my dear friend,
at the prospéct of having 1o outward /companion, for I have no
doubt but He who putteth thee forth will go before thee, and
encamp round about thee, and that is enough.

Well | thou hast my free sentiments, which thon must place to
the account of true friendship; T trust T am deeply interested in
that noble cause which thou art labouring to promote; and that
it may please thy Divine Master to “send thee help from his
sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion,” was the petition of
my spirit this morning, before I left my pillow.”
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From Mary Caprer 1o Karmarize Cappug.
“Dale End, 114% mo. 294k, 1819.

My prar Nizce, &e.

The communications handed to me, one day last week, have

not faled to help and cheer me.  Thereds'strength in unity ; and

very precious is that secret Power that joins\the spiritually living,
in one hope of salvation.

Thy dear Father’s tender interest and kand concern for me, is
traly welcome to what T.esteem some of ‘my best feelings; the
approbation of a mind, humbled on a bed of languor, is likely to
be gentine, and is strengthening to that in' my heart Swhich”T
hope is pure and’ lowly, only desiring 'to do the will of my
heayenly Father. T feel Little and childlike, and a sweet tender-
ness of spirit keeps me-calm ; like what T/can imagine to be sub-
jection to a Father’s will:” My dear-love is to my Sister; her
exertions and patience are admirable’; you all have much anxiety
and fatigne; so it seems that, through diverse dispensations, e
are led, by the same Hand, in the path of subjection. I hope
we shall often think of one another, when duties, differing in
kind, call for resignation and endurance.”

“12th mo. Tth, 1819.
Dear Frrexp,

Very cordial is thy letter!! ‘T think T feel ‘gwateful for such
free, sisterly kindness, and thankful for the confirmation that the
secret movements of my heart have a spring, better and higher

than self-will or self-contrivance; indeed T think my views are
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simply to do what is required at my hands, ere my natural day is
ended ; my strength is small, but I dare not dwell on that,
though it is discouraging. My heart’s desire is that patience,
humility and dedication may be perfected, in the way that my
Lord sees meet. The time for my liberation approaches quickly.
I have been a little engaged about home, so as to leave free from
debt.

I think of coming first to Warwick ; though the concern there
is.of less extent, yet if is important, and in its near approach,
very weighty. I hke to anticipate being under thy roof, in
simplicity, quietness, and above all in Christian sympathy; and
how very few feelingly know what this is. O! how precious to
the poor exercised mind! I have not heard of any ome to
aecompany me ; but that I leave, and subscribe,

Mazy Capper.”

M. C. to ap Fasomy At Stoxe NEWINGTON.
“Warwick, 1244 mo. 18¢4, 1819.
MY DEAR, LOVED RELATIVES,

I am desirous:-to relieve your affectionate solicitude by inform-
ing you, that I am cared for with all possible tenderness; and my
weak bady has borne exposure to cold ‘and fafigue without much
suffering.. How shall I fully set forth that condescending, merei-
ful regard which has clothed my mind with stability, and kept
me close to that Power, by which I believe T was moved to leave
my own comfortable dwelling, in order to do whatever might be
developed for me, as a dutiful child.

I came, in simple obedience to apprehended Christian duty, to
Warwick, on the 9th, and was affectionately received by Hannah
Evans, whose mind seemed prepared to feel with me. William
Whitehead, a kind, valuable Elder, of this meeting, entered into
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my views; and being well acquainted with the Jailer and his
wife, he easily obtained aecess for me to the prison, where,
accompanied by these two friends, T arrived about the time fixed
for the visit: The poor men prisoners were all placed in the
chapel ; a great calin mercifully spread over us, and supplication
was offered, that heavenly mercy might, in truth; be felt to be
over all. | The stillness was admirable’; and we were favoured to
feel a measure of our heavenly Father’s love to be extended to us,
wherein help and comfort were offered to the longing soul.

On Fifth-day morning, we were introduced to the women ; it
was an affecting time, and many tears were shed. I do believe
Divine merey was near to us; and I know that Christian good-
will flowed towards this unhappy, misguided part of our fellow-
creatures. How marvellous is the love of God! how it would
gather all! "With earnest solicitude that we may be kept lowly
and patient in the day of trial, T very affectionately subseribe,
your closely attached relative,

Mary CarrEr.”

The following account of the visit to the female prisoners was
afterwards sent, anonymously, to Mary Capper; it was written
by a person who was present on that occasion, in a letter to a
friend. of hers.

VisiTt pAID BY A(FEMALE Frienp 10 Warwick County JAIL.
 December, 1819.

This person had a private interview about. two months
since, with the servant who murdered  her mistress. She is
one of the Society of Friends. Last week she paid a visit
to the female prisoners, and you must set her before you, in
a dark brown gown, a handkerchief pinned close up to the
chin, and a plain muslin cap, covered with a black silk hood.
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There were thirty persons assembled, who rose up to receive
her, and remained standing, till she began to pray, kneeling, She
sat down with her eyes fixed on the ground, as if in deep
thought, and then rose, saying nearly the following words,
“This silence, no doubt, will be incomprehensible to your minds,
but it is nevertheless useful. I wish you to cheek your busy,
active imagiations, to be silent and to think ; to consider your
past ways and your present situation, with all that belongs to
you, temporally and spiritually; to remember the great God, who
although a God of power and justice, is also a God of mercy;
who will hearken to your prayers, if offered with unfeigned
repentance, through faith in his Son, Christ Jesus. Think of
your sins, with that humiliation which becomes us all; but parti-
cularly, those, in your unhappy situation, who are placed here
under locks and bolts and bars, for having offended against the
laws both of God and man. In the world,” you have practised
deceit, and sought a refuge in lies ; and are you happy? You
have coveted and taken what was not your own; and are you
happy ® No! Yet you thought you should be, or you would
not have done these things ; you see then that you were mistaken.
I pity your mistake; and as a fellow-pilgrim in the journey of
life, earnestly tell you, that there is no happiness on earth, but in
that obedience which is the evidence of our gratitade to God
the Father, and faith in Him, and in the merits and sufferings of
Jesus Christ his Son.

Many of you have been tempted to do wrong through poverty,
distress and bad company ; and when you return into the world
at large, as I trust many of you will, may you remember what,
before, brought upon you sorrow and degradation; and never fail
to pray for the Grace of God, to enable you to forsake your evil
ways; that, by honesty and staying at home, not going from
house to house, hearing and telling lies, you may obtain kind

friends, and be happy by leading a new life. T warn you against

hardening and encouraging one another in vice, while you remain
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here, by laughing at sin and making light of your ecrimes; but
may the care bestowed on you, by the excellent mistress of this
establishment,* who is equally earnest with myself for your souls’
welfare, be hereafter rewarded by the knowledge, that sinners
have been turned from the evil of. their ways, and that you can
say, with humble thankfulness of heart, “Our Father which art in
heayen, hallowed be Thy name ¥’  She then shook hands with all
the prisoners, and addressed them individually. To the mur-
derer; she said, ¢ May God Almighty bring conviction fo thy
soul " and T could not help addressing my mite of exhortation to
her, by begging of her to mmprove her mind.

The individual spoke for an hour and a half, 'so you will readily
believe, that this is ‘only-a very small part-of what she uttered,

but I have endeavoured to recollect the heads of the exhortation:”
Mary Caerrr 10 Haxyan Evaxs.
“ Coventry, 12¢% mo. 23rd, 1819,
My prAr Friexy,

We parted peacefally’; may I not say sweetly ? though fecling
our mutual privation. I fancy thee at home missing thy nursling;
and T feel as weaned from a tender, nursing mother, Well ! do
not let us dwell too much upon these pleasant things by the way;
possibly it is best for us to walk alone! My strength is small,
but I believe it will revive-as occasion requires; do not let s
doubt, but humbly believe from day to day. My mind, through
marvellous condescension, is favoured with stability and calm-
ness; with a child-like tenderness towards all the ereation of e
universal Father.  This is from a Power, higher ' and  better than
anything of my own. T hope I am thankfully sensible of the
mercy, and not impatient nor dismayed at the strippings and

* Esther Tatnal.
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secreb plunges of my spirit, again and again shewing me what is
in the human heart, and teaching me that the sanctifying power
of Christ, revealed by the Holy Spirit, believed in and obeyed, is
the only safe armour of the Christian.

I subseribe, affectionately,

Mary Capper.”
To tHE SaME.
“Foshil Lodge, 12¢4 mo. 284, 1819.
My kixp Friesp,

Thy sympathy is cordial ; T have had" my plunges and strip-
pings, since I last wrote to thee; yet let me, with reverence and
humility, say, that my mind has been kept from sinking below the
confidence of a Christian believer, whose only sure reliance is on
the Rock that followed Israel, and that Rock is €hrist. T have
been into some families ; and T am thankful that thy judgment
strengthens my own, that it is safe, and best for me, to be alone ;
I trustif is in no presumption or self confidence, but in that
measure of love and good-will which  daily clothes my spirit. 1
have had no offer of a companion, so that T have been spared the
trial of having fo decline.

Thy tender feeling for.me will, Lbelieve; be afresh excited
when I-tell thee, that my precious brother Jasper suddenly
breathed his last on the 24th. He was truly a precious Brother !
We were, I trust, joined in spirit, so that death ecannot separate
us, On the 9th of last month, he very solemnly said, “When my

time is come, if T should say little or much, anything or nothing,

I request it may be said, that I died, relying on the merey of
God, through Christ Jesus; and on the 11th, “None but Jesus
can do helpless sinners good, and T am one” He was af that
time very ill, but afterwards revived for a time. About a week
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before his death, the pain, &e. having returned, he said, ‘I never
saw myself so lost and undone without a Saviour, as I have done
in this illness. T have suffered angnish of mind; and but for
faith in the Saviour,: what.should I have done! He has paid
our great debt !’ - On the day upon which he died, he expressed
to his wife, his belief, that when he.should be taken from her,
God would be her consolation. | The last conflict came on, just
after lying idown in bed, and he peacefully expired in the midst
of hisfamily. ~We have often had sweet converse together ; that
1s over, as it respects this state of existence, and it becomes us to
leave all that is to come, in the ordering of a faithful Creator.

I came here yesterday, with a view to have some rest, which I

need. The Dinks which bind me to earth and to endearing

connexions, are gently loosening ane by one; and my spirity in
some favoured moments, aspires to a more-perfect union. Fare-
well, my much-loved friend,

I subscribe; affectionately,

Mary CarpEr.”
To trE Fanmipy AT StokE NEWINGTON.
“ 12k mo. 29tk, 1819.

My prar Mour~sING RELATIVES,

I am much affected by the intelligence of dear Katharine’s
letter. Although the event has for some time been anticipated,
nevertheless, now the spirit has fled, what a void does the affec-
tionate heart feel! In my measure, as a sister, increasingly
united to & brother, evidently increasing in all that is lovely, and
fitting for heaven and blessedness, I participate with you in
mourning our loss. Every day, for some time to come, will, I
seem aware, add to your sense of it. Necessary arrangements,

aronse every tender emotion of the heart; scenes past, and
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sweet communion almost forgotten, revive with fresh interest.
Link after link seems to be rapidly breaking ; but there remains
a soul-cheering belief, that although yet but faintly seen and im-
perfectly understood, there is a union which cannot be broken!
‘When you are shedding tears over the grave of our very dearly
beloved one, calm resignation, and the assurance that his redeemed
spirit is clothed with the righteonsness of Christ, in whom he
trusted as his Saviour, may be your stay and your strong con-
solation. Long have we known him as disclaiming every rag
of self-righteousness. How often was his spirit broken and
humbled ! It is precious to remember these seasons.”

To E; C:
“Warwick, 1sf mo. Tth, 1820.

I have had no very late intelligence from any of my dear
sorrowing relatives. Much T think of them, but our mourning is
sweetened by hope; how widely different to a gloomy spirit of
sorrow !

With beart solacing satisfaction I recur to the last time T
spent with my beloved Brothers, now both of them taken from
pain, sickness and sorrow ; their immortal spirits, I assuredly
believe, sanctified, redeemed, and admitted into the kingdom of
heaven ; where the ransomed of our Lord join in the glorious
anthem of thanksgiving and praise.*

T'am mnot, however, insensible of my own privation. The
affectionate communications of my dear brother Jasper, have
now ceased, yet a precious sense remains of a union never to be
broken, and here every discontent is swallowed up, in the perfect
fruition of light, life and love. I is very sweet to reflect, that
my present engagements were known and approved by my
beloved Brother, at a time when his spirit was so nigh to the
haven of rest and of purity.

Mary CappEr.”

# Her brother William died in third month, 1810.
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To Resrcca Lauigy.
“Birmingham, 2nd mo. 144h, 1820,
My pEAR Frienp,

With tender love L remember thee,  and think of thy lowly
diffident mind. , | There is surely a possibility of dwelling so much
upon ofir o6wn weakness and unworthiness, as to overlook, or sink
below, the heavenly gift of Divine Grace, which is given to every
one to profit withal. | ‘The Lord preserveth ihe simple;’ and I
do believe; dear friend, that through merciful kindness, thou art
one of the simple in heart, desiring to follow a crucified Saviour.
Take conrage then, and think upon a Redeemer’s love moré than
upon thy unworthiness. Tt ismof because  of our righteousness,
but of mercy, that we come to know the mind of Christ, and
deliverance from those things that grieve tlie/Holy Spirit. Take
courage, 1 again say, my tender friend,/and give no place io
distrust. | T'subscribe,with endeared love,

Thy fellow-traveller, and friend,
Masry CappER.”

To Haxyam Evaxs.
 Birmingham, Rud me. 1544, 1820!
My pear Frimnp,

I hope it may nof be too much to say that the wmion that I
have been favoured to feel with thy spirit, brought me into'a
measure of suffering which has not passed lightly over. These
secret dippings may possibly be among the “all things” that work
together for some goad, we cannot now see ; and here I do desire
to leave what I do not understand.

Thy lines were cordial, and I am thankful that thou couldst
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feel sweet satisfaction in reviewing my little acts of dedication.
T may humbly say, that in delivering up my certificate on Fourthe
day, I believe there was a precious evidence felt by more minds
than my own, that I had been mercifully kept from hurting the
-ause unto which my heart is bound. My prevailing pefition was
and is, “ Abba! Father ; keep me from evil ; the evil of my own
heart, and the evil that abounds in the world ; thine is the
power, and the glory for ever '—How very beautiful and instruc-
tive are some of the morning Portions; it seems helpful, con-
soling, and uniting that we can read them, as if we were
personally fogether.

Thou possessest the rare and happy art of compressing so

much in a little, that T am almost afraid, my lengthened seribbling
should surprise, T will not say alarm thee. Do not, my dear
Christian friend ! if thou canst avoid it, suffer thyself as it were
to cateh at discouragements when they present mwardly. Thou
knowest what T think on this subject.

Mary Career?”

To taE Same.
“ Birmingham, 37 mo. Tth. 1820.

I began to think the time long since T received thy “multum in
parvo,” but T am satisfied that we are nnited in spirit, even though
mountains should rise up between ns.  How sweet and eordial it
will be to my feelings, to welcome thee under my Toof, is not for
me to express. I quite approve thy note, and thank thee for the
perusal of it ; it has been delivered. I am at no loss to enter
into thy feelings 'as thercin expressed. Ah‘!'¢ What is the chaff
to the wheat ! and what is ontward conformit ¥ if unaccompanied
by true spirituality of mind! Here it is that Christians taste
and know the true unity, and can feel one for, and one with
another, in their pilgrimage, and in this painful mixture of

0
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things, where faith, patience and forbearance are often brought
into exercise.

This evening is our meeting of ministers and elders. The
Dudley and Stourbridge Friends add to our little number. We
are! preserved in umanimity and affection, which is better than
mcrease of numbers.

8¢k T hope 1 shall not improperly call for thy sympathy, but
1t seems as if ithe small measure of my active services must be
filled up, without much delay; so that, after a time of serious
consideration, andsomething I believe of that dipping and
stripping, known only to those who have trodden in the same
path, T have this day laid before my friénds, a concern to attend
the ensuing meeting for Friends of the principality of Wales, at
Coalbrookdale, next month ; also to visit the families of Priends
in Shropshire, &c. Thus I have again’ thrown myself upon my
friends, and T feel little, low and quiet. ~The approbation ex-

pressed was encouraging, and my heart eraves to be kept by that

sustaining Power, which-alone can effectually keep from error, on
the riqhthmld on the left. < My loye to T. S. and to his wife and
famil:; T do not forget them:” A rising generation claim the
love-and inferest of those'Wwho are hastening to the close of ‘their
earthly pilgrimage, and who wish peace, with joy unspeakable,
to those who may fill up the places of the faithful.
Farewell, affectionately,
Mary CappEr.”

In this visit, Mary Capper was accompanied by her friend Flllinmah
g ‘moranda the following extracts are taken.
Evans, from whosr memora z

“1820. 44 mo. 15th. 1 went to Birmingham, to accompany
my dear friend Mary Capper in a religious visit to the families of
Friends in Shropshire Monthly Meeting.

17¢4. We went to Coalbrookdale, and were cordially received
at our valued friend Sarah Darby’s.
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30#4. Went to Horse-hay, where we were kindly entertained
by our friend Wim. Stanley and his wife.

9tk mo. 2ud. Tn the evening, a meeting, appointed for the
workmen employed in the iron works, was held in one of the
mills. Tt was estimated that more than a thousand attended ; I
think it may be said to have been a memorable meeting, for the
feeling mind must have been sensible of the condescending good-
ness of heavenly Love. It was thought dear Mary Capper was
on her feet near an hour and a half, during which time, as also in
time of silence, it was as quiet, as though all had been of our
own Society. Tt was truly a satisfactory meeting.

14¢% First day. At meeting, morning and evening ; the
last af Coalbrookdale. It was a precious time to us, wherein we
felt the overshadowings of heavenly kindness and love, to the
reviving and strengthening of our nfinds; from this meeting, we
came away, comforted and refreshed. Also in the evening, when
the family, &c. were collected to read, was a precious oppor-
tunity. . Divine goodness and mercy were afresh extended. The
spirit of prayer was felt, and voeal supplication offered.

Having gone through the families in this Monthly Meeting, I
can in sineerity say, with reverent gratitude, that T have often
had cause to be thankful, that T was permitted to accompany my
endeared friend in her arduous engagement ; and have had fo
admire the condescension of Divine goodness and love, in
farnishing and helping his faithful, dedicated servant, from day
to'day, to divide the word ‘aright, to the several states of the
visited. And although I have had little to do in verbal eommuy.
nication, yet T trust T have not been altogether an idle, unfeeling
companion ; but have often felt a deep. secret, travail of spirit,
and fervent breathing, for the support of my beloved friend, and
that the Divine blessing may attend her labours; and I think I
may say our spirits were nearly united in the bond of gospel
fellowship.

19¢%. Under a precious feeling of our heavenly Father’s love,

o2
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we took an affectionate farewell of our kind friends at the Dale,
and returned to Birmingham, in the enjoyment of sweet peace.

21sf. We parted under a sense of that uniting love which
remains to be a badge of discipleship, and I returned to my own
habitation with thankfulness.”

To Haxvam Evaxs.
# Polesworth, 9% mo. 5¢k, 1820.

I am low, in mind and body, yet I dare‘not let go my con-
fidence, that heavenly Mercy will not leave me to follow a vain
shadow, or to kindle a fire, and warm myself with the sparks.
There is nothing that my soul longs after with so much-earnest-
ness' as the real substance of the religion of Jesus, the soul-
satisfying bread of life, daily ministered to nourish and keep
alive the immortal spirit.

5tk day. 1 returned home this morning, a little weary. Thoun
mayst rest satisfied, my dear and affectionate friend, that T take
as much nourishment as T conveniently can, and my health and
strénsth seem marvellously-equal to the exertion required. Do
not let this subject occasion thee solicitude. I should prefer, if
thou-wilt-indulge me, . that, we rarely. advert. to anything merely
personal.

I subscribe, in'a very feeling sense of thy love;
Thy affectionate friend.
Mary CAPPER.”

Memoranda of a religious visit in Herefordshire and Worces-

tershire.

«O¢h mo. 13tk Our Monthly Meeting at Birmingham. The
sympathy and unity expressed, and the solemnity that spread over

the meeting, were precious and encouraging to me.
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17¢k. First day. At Bromyard, we were a poor small company
ab meeting. There is deep instruction, to a rightly waiting, exer-
cised mind, in these low sittings; all our dependence, for spiritual
refreshment, being simply upon Him who is the Spiritual Head
of his people. My heart does admire, and greatly desive, that T
may reverently, and thankfully estimate the marvellous conde-
scension, and merey of our faithful Creator.

18%4. I called on a poor family who once belonged to our
religious Society ; but from causes well known to themselves,
distress and perplexity have been their lot; nevertheless such
poor wanderers should be, at times, sought after, visited and
mvited to turn to the good Shepherd for help. I came to
Leominster in the evening, and was very affectionately received
by my kind friends H. and S. Waring,

197%. 8. Waring had a minute willingly granted, to accompany
me through the families of Friends in Heref<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>