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Two GENTLEMEN OF YERONA.

NEW YORK:
D. APPLETON AND COMPANY.
M.DCCC.LIX,
Biblioteca Universisarig

95340




Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1838, by
D. APPLETON AND COMPANY,

In the Clerk's office of the Igisu-ict Court of the United States, for the Southern
District of New York.

3 MDY
5 Ui

om0 BIBL O LEON

;EL ESTADO DE NUEV

DEDICATION.

THE MOST EXACTING AND THE MOST ENCOURAGING:—

* SOMETHING BETWEEN A HINDERANCE AND A HELP.”
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a0 gl L- Ix offering the first fruits of her labor of love to the
4 1 ! % :
‘»f; ! | generous world of Shakspeare-lovers, the writer distinctly
=—d 1l : o
=, ‘ ~qil . - . . a . op .
s { ‘f ‘_ disclaims the intention of presumptuously identifying her-
Il _
> i 1
A t | self, in her unpretending task, with those whose names
L are honorably associated with the Master-Poet’s, and
I who are known by their works, as his wise and faithful
scholars and expounders. Yet does she confidently claim
) :
the right to speak of these, his Sisterhood, as one woman
" may justly speak of another—judging the_m, not with

sophisticated research nor oracular criticism, but simply,
naturally, sympathetically, as she may regard her fellow-

women whom she meets from day to day.

NEw York, NovEMBER 1, 1858.
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LADY MACBETH.

Graocn, Lady Macbeth, was the wife of a renowned Scottish

general in the royal army, of near kin to Duncan, the reigning

king. Returning from victorious warfare against rebellious troops,

in company with his comrade, Banquo, an officer of rank similar
to his own, Macheth was accosted by three witches, who prophe-

=

sied that he should be king. This extraordinary good fortune
for witchcraft was then in high repute—he hastened to communi-
cate to his wife, a woman of towering ambition, who immediately
set about contriving the speediest plan to realize the promise of
the weird sisters.

Chance rendered timely aid to her unserupulous purpose.
King Duncan, surnamed the Meek, for his amiable virtues, desir-
ing to signally honor his faithful servant, made a visit to Macheth’s
castle, accompanied by his two sons and gentlemen of the court.
After the royal guest had retired for the night, his chamberlains
having been drugged by Lady Macheth, her husband, confirmed
in his half-conceived treachery by the daring woman, murdered
the good old king in his sleep.

The two princes fled for their lives—the one to England, the

other to Ireland ; and Macheth, as next of kin, was proclaimed




