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Statistical Motes on fDexico.

STATE AND MUNICIPAL FINANCES.

The best way in which I can give the state and municipal revenues
and expenses In Mexico, is by inserting the detail amounts of the last
twelve years of the revenues and expenses of each of the Mexican
States, and a similar statement of the revenues and expenses of the
municipalities of each State. That statement gives also the revenues
and expenses of the City of Mexico, which have increased very con-
siderably of late. In the year 1867, after the restoration of t};e Re-
public, they only amounted to about $800,000, while in the year 1895
they had increased to $3,395,638. (These statements are on PP- I50-1 1;3,)’

FOREIGN TRADE.

The foreign trade of Mexico was necessarily very small before the
railway era, because transportation was exceedingly high on account
of the broken condition of the country, and only articles of great
value and comparatively small weight could be profitably exported,
while the price of foreign commodities became very high, both on ac-
count of transportation charges and high import duties. Therefore
only rich people could afford to consume foreign commodities anci
the exports of Mexico were practically reduced to silver and ,gold,
and to a few commodities having small bulk and great value,

The normal cost of transportation on merchandise from the City of
Mexico to Veracruz, a distance of one hundred Mexican leagues or
2633 English miles, used to be, before the railroad connectinog both
places was built, $68.75 per ton of 2200 pounds, or more than 26 cents
per mile and t01'1 ; and in extraordinary circumstances, as during the
F'rench Intervention in Mexico from 1861 to 1867, the freight was as
high as $330 per ton, or over $1.25 per mile and ton. Therefore. no
article could be transported unless it was very much needed an)d it
commanded a very high price. The result was that not only the for-
eign but also the domestic trade was reduced to its smallest proportions
and that the people raised just enough to provide for the wants oE
themselves and their immediate neighbors. A fact that may seem in-
credible is, that for the same reasons, among the farmers a’crood cro
was considered a great misfortune, sl 2

Since the railways have revolutionized tran 1
especially agricultural commodities, have begl?lljot:aij:)Z;Sturtgr?jrue(i:ti'
markets, and their exportation is increasing ;:onsiderablv. As yet t}glc
precious metals, especially silver, are the main exports‘from Mexico
representing during the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, 61 per cent,
of our total annual exports ; but other commodities are n,ow e\'ported.
and they are in a fair way to exceed, before long, the value of o‘ur si]ve;
exports. I have no doubt that with the opening of our railroads
if our exports continue to increase in the same proportion as they hav;

Foreign Trade.

recently done, Mexico will be able to supply the United States with
most of the tropical products now consumed and not yet produced
here, and even with others, that would find a market if they could be
cheaply transported.

The same difficulties which prevented us from having correct ac-
counts of our public revenues and expenses, and which I have stated
in speaking on that subject, made it very difficult for many years to
have correct statistics of our imports and exports.

Imports—1 could not give even a tentative statement, which I
could vouchsafe, of our total imports and exports from 1821 to 1867,
but the statement of the receipts of our custom-houses from 1823 to
1875, which appears on page 145 gives an approximate idea of our
imports, considering that the receipts amount to about from 50 to 6o
per cent. of the value of the imports.

I append a detailed statement of the imports and exports in Mexico
during the years 1826, 1827, and 1828, and the total imports and exports
during the year 1825.

From the fiscal year 1872-1873 our Statistical Bureau began to
make its reports, and I have concised them in the three annexed state-
ments comprising most of those years, up to the fiscal year ended June
30, 1896. The commodities are divided in their respective classes in
accordance with the different schedules of the tariffs then in force.

MEXICAN IMPORTS AND EXPORTS FROM 1826 To 1828.

i :
MERCHANDISE. 1826, [ 1827. 1828,

$2,384,715 | $2,180,101 | $1,711,051
934,295 493,760 245,901
1,432,578 844,732 398,003
5,017,700 | 6,913,126 | 3,417,766
122,968 107,108 38,654
Wines, liquors, groceries 2,888,066 2,867,320 1,244,498
Haberdashery 728,236 489,402 300,614
Medicines, drugs, and perfumeries 90,779 55,100 20,260
Books, blank and printed, paper 1,430,030 495,743 130,638
China, fine and ordinary, crystal and glass. 264,424 | 311,074 332,819
Furniture, of wood and metal 91,910 | 103,047 57,187
Machines and instruments for mining,
science, and the arts 63,490 22,816 44,123
L e e i gI2 4,517
Gold and silver 444 | 1,080

Total imports $15,450,565 |$14,889,016 | $9,047,832
Exports. Total imports in 1825: $19,093,716.

Gold and stlwer. .. i i i anc sumaammnon | $5,847,795 | $9,669,428 |$12,387,288

Cochineal | 1,350,730 i 912,049 1,483,746

Indigo, vanilla, jalap, and sarsaparilla ...| 76,440 1,076,528 448,747

Other articles of indigenous products 367,164 | 513,769 | 169,005

Total exports....... cesvnensssens] $7,048,130 i$12.171.774 $14,488,786
. | Total exports in 1825: $5,085,235.

Imports.
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