Statistical Motes on dbexico.

TRADE BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES.

It is quite difficult to make a correct statement of the trade between
Mexico and the United States, because the official data of both govern-
ments never used to agree, especially on account of the different cur-
rencies prevailing in the two countries. As we have the silver standard,
all our public accounts are kept in silver, and that makes our exports
appear twice as large in value as they really are, when stated in the
money of the United States, while we give our imports in the value of the
country from whence they come, that is their gold value. That fact,
which has often been overlooked, has caused the prevailing idea that
there is a very large balance of trade in favor of Mexico, because
the exports of United States commodities in Mexico amount to a given
figure a year, the imports to this country of Mexican commodities
amount to over double that figure ; but it must be borne in mind that
the former is in silver while the latter is in gold. For instance, accord-
ing to the Mexican Bureau of Statistics the imports into Mexico of
merchandise from the United States in the fiscal year ended June 30,
1896, amounted to $20,145,763, while the exports of metals and com-
modities from Mexico to the United States during the same year
amounted to $79,651,695, the proportion being almost four to one ; but
if the imports are doubled as they ought to be, because the Mexican
currency is silver, they amount to $40,291,526, and if the exports of
Mexico into the United States, calculated also in silver, are reduced to
gold, they will amount to one half or $30,825,847.50.

In corroboration of this statement I will mention the fact that ac-
cording to the data of the Statistical Bureau of the United States
Treasury Department, the exports to Mexico of commodities and pre-
cious metals from the United States during the last fiscal year, end-
ing-junc 30, 1897, amounted to $23,535,213 while the imports into the
United States of commodities and precious metals amounted to $30,-
714,366. Since March 1893, however, the Statistical Bureau of the
United States Treasury Department, Kas reduced to gold the silver
and commodities imported in this coun-
try, and its data come now nearer to the mark,
gives the total exports of merchandise from tl

value of the Mexican metals

as in the year 1896 it
: ) 1S country into Mexico
as $19,450,256, while the total Imports of merchandise from Mexico
into this country are $17,456,17
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Another cause of the discrepancy between the statistics of both
countries is that the Statistical Burean of the United States Treasury
Department had not, prior to March 3, 1893, any data of commodities
exported to Mexico by way of the frontier, as there was no law
which provided for the collection of such data, and a very large
portion of the trade between the two countries is carried on by the
frontier, especially since the railroads connecting both countries were
finished. That deficiency was only in relation to the exports, as the
imports were duly declared for the payment of duties, and th?reiore
the statistics of the United States necessarily were deficient and incom-
plete about the exports to Mexico of United States commodities, and
that accounts in a great measure for the discrepancy between the
official data published by both governments, and for the great dis-
crepancy between exports and imports which appear in the statistics of
the United States for those years. :

From the preceding remarks it will be understood why there is
such a great discrepancy between the data of the respective Bureaus.

It is very difficult to make a correct statement of the trade between
the two countries previous to the organization of the Bureau of St:‘.vtislics
of the United States ; but I found in a book published in Washington
in 1860 by Mr. Carlos Butterfield, entitled “The United States and
Mexican Mail Steamship Line and Statistics of Mexico,” a statement
of the imports and exports between Mexico and the Unituvl i'fttzues from
1826 to 1828 taken as he states from official data of the United States
Treasury li‘ports, which I will use. .

That statement is complemented by two tables furnished to me by
Hon. Worthington C. Ford, Chief of the Bureau of Sz\‘ltistirs of the
Treasury Department. The first contains a statement mAlhc tradt? be-

tween the United States and Mexico, during the forty-six years from
1851 to 1897, and the second is a full statement of that trade, mt'lud-
ing gold and silver during the same period. (l’a.g,:csvxm and 175.)

I have prepared besides from the official publications of the Bur.eau
of Statistics of the United States Treasury Department, a detailed
statement of the commodities imported into the United St;:te_s from
Mexico, and exported from the United States to Mexico during the

! For these reasons the statements of the Statistical Bureau of L.‘ne United States,
previous to the fiscal year ended June 30, 1892, contained the fr.xllnj“'in-_-_? foot-note :
ipore In the absence of law providing for the collection of statistics ?l exports tcr ad-
territory over railways, the values of exports to Mexico, from 1883 to
b Since March, 1893, there has
According to official in-

jacent foreign
1893 inclusive, have been considerably under-stated.
been a law in force for the collection of exports by railways. : i 3
1 i e value of im 5 1 at country from
formation from Mexican sources, the value ot imports into th ; ‘ 1 : -
i i 3 888, w: 0,264,673, including pre-
United States during the year ending June 30, 1888, was Su.-m..‘,J_ g E,
o e o 1 ~ . ¥, 18 > o y e
cious metals valued at 18.162. Prior to 18656 the figures include gold and silver im
ious alued at §38,362. : ;
ported and exported. For 1866 and subsequent years, merchandise only.
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years 1858 to 1897, which is complete so far as the records of this
government go, and contains very valuable information.

I will give first a partial statement prepared by the Bureau of Sta-
tistics of the Mexican Government of the total imports to Mexico and
the imports from the United States of America from the fiscal year
1872-1873 to 1895-1896, and then another detailed statement prepared
by the same Bureau of the total exports from Mexico and the exports
to the United States of America from the fiscal year 1877-1878 to
1895—-1896.

From said data it will be seen that the trade of Mexico with the
United States is increasing very rapidly, notwithstanding the difficulty
thrown in the way by high protective tariffs. Only a few years ago, as
will be seen by the appended statement, our largest trade was with Great
Britain, the United States occupying the second place, while now the
United States occupies the first place, both in amount of our exports
and imports.’

Value of exports during the fiscal year 1872—1873 with their desti-
nation,

$12,479,547.75 | Guatemala and Honduras, 80,999.52

- 11.366,530.76 Fltaly. .ot 0 0 S 17,389.00

4,604,417.38 | Belgium. . . 4,784.00

Panama (New Grenada).. . 1,579,015.12 | Ecuador 2,931.75
Germany. 802,643.83 |

Spain and the Island of Cuba 752,801.9T | $31,601,151.02

TOTAL IMPORTS TO MEXICO AND IMPORTS FROM THE UNITED STATES
FOR THE FISCAL YEARS, 1872-1873 To 1895-1896.

IMPORTS FROM THE
UNITED STATES. TOTAL IMPORTS.

Value, Value.

$5,231,255 $20,1606,013
1873-1874 5,046,614 23,282,299
1874-1875 5,028,636 18,793,494
1884-1885 First 6 months 5,045,531 11,893,342
1885-1886 First 6 months 5,145,736 10,585,808
1888-1889 22,669,421 40,024,894
188g-18g0 X 29,080,276 52,018,659
26,235,963 43,413,131
14,351,785 . 30,287,489
15,130,367 34,000,440
20,145,763 ; 42,253,938

1872-1873

MExico, November, 1896,

! This statement is corroborated by the following extract from an official report
addressed to Lord Salisbury by Mr. Lionel Carden, British Consul-General at the City
of Mexico, on the trade of Mexico during the year 1896 :

““The
by British merchants and manufacturers as another warning that unless they soon make
a serious effort, they will have to give

10US ¢ up all hope of profiting by the increase in the
Mexican import trade, and may even lose part of the very limited share of it they at
Present enjoy.’

great increase in the imports of American goods this year must be regarded
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TABLE SHOWING THE TOTAL EXPORTS FROM MEXICO AND THE EXPORTS
TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA FROM THE FISCAL YEAR 1877-
1878 TO THE YEAR 1895-1896.

EXPORTS TO THE UNITED STATES. TOTAL EXPORTS FROM MEXICO.

1 : Precious | Fo e
Pn?é?f;? Commodities. Total. Metals. Commodities. | Total.

\

85,661
~1878... 8,664,052 | § 3,676,037 12,340,080 | $ 22,663,438 | § 6,622,223 | § 20,285,
:E;HB;@--' i 7@33,335 1‘741‘234 12,181,539 21,528,038 8,362.542 zg.gg:.ps
1879-1880. .. 6,848,231 6,568,375 13,416,606 22,086,418 10,577,13 32, g,ggg
1880-1881... 7,601,767 6,556,424 14,158,191 10,354,704 10,573,99é 29,23 .00
1881-1882... 5,451,731 8,309,131 13,760,862 17,063,767 12.019,5_2 29,803,2113
1882-1883. ... 0,036,773 7:792,325 16,739,008 29,628,658 12,178,037 4L Z.sgg
1883-1884. .. 12,822,241 9,002,160 21,824,401 33,473,283 13,252,213 46%23‘39
1884-1885. .. 16,404,776 9,448,285 25,853,061 3347744951 Iz.sgﬁ,mg 4 .670, :5
1885-1886. .. 15,496,336 9,933,259 25,429,505 20,000,401 ls,gmsl 43.14',;.7 Z
1886-1887... 16,576,120 I1,152,505 27,728,715 33,560,503 15‘83n4:; 4959 '.3(3;8
1887-1888... 17,915,116 13,144,511 31,059,627 31,000,188 17, 79,7 o go,l g, :
1888-1880...| 23,047,020 17,205,443 40,853,363 38,785,275 21.g?§-14 & 5 .483
1889-18g0...| 24,008,147 13»934,294 431022441 ggg;gggt; :g‘ozu‘ggg ﬁs.ggggg
18go-18gr1... 23,400,833 21,582,253 1256, 71020023 Bk

1-18g2. .. 0 66 19,485,009 40,137,304 26,330,4 75,467,
;ggaéggg ?(.o:ig‘,gfiz 23,723,761 6 56,504,305 31,2(:3,916 | Ey,scg,zgx
1893-1804...| 36,681,273 23,978,970 60,660, 46,484,360 12,858,027 79,343,287
1894-1805. . 38,852,843 28,470,143 67,322,086 52,535,854 38‘313-022 | Igg.o;%‘qsg
1895-1896...| 51,071,601 28,580,034 79,651,695 64,838,596 49,178, 3/ 1016,00

Total....| $392,571,083 | $272,185,723 ‘. $664,756,806 | §677,200,705 | $374,698,755 |$z.osr.9c>8,4ﬁo

STATEMENT TAKEN FROM THE UNITED STATES TREASURY REPORTS
OF THE COMMERCIAL TRANSACTIONS BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE
UNITED STATES FROM 1826 TO 1850.

EXPORTS FROM EXPORTS FROM TOTAL TRADE
MEXICO INTO THE UNITED BETWEEN
THE STATES INTO THE
UNITED STATES.l MEXICO. TWO COUNTRIES.
$ 3,916,ooo_| $ 6,281,000 $ 10,107,000
5,232,000 4,163,000 9,395,000
4,814,000 2,880,000 7,700,000
5,026,761 2,331,151 7,357,912
5,235,241 4,837,458 10,072,699
5,167,000 6,178,000 11,345,000
4,293,954 3,467,541 7,761,495
5,459,818 5,408,091 10,867,909
8,666,668 5,265,053 1§,93:,721
9,490,446 9,029,221 18,519,667
5,615,819 6,040,635 11,656,454
5,054,002 3,880,323 9,534,325
3,127,153 2,787,302 5,914,515
5,500,707 2,164,007 7,004,804
4,175,000 2,515,341 6,690,341
3,484,957 2,036,620 5,521,577
1,996,694 1,534,493 3,531,187
2,782,406 1,471,937 4,254,343
2,387,000 1,794,833 4,181,833
1,702,936 1,152,331 2,855,267
1,836,621 1,531,180 3,367,801
746,818 692,428 1,439,246
I,581,247 4,055,446 5,639,603
2,216,719 2,000,869 4,307,588
2,135,336 2,012,827 4,148,163

$102,245,303 $85,610,237 | $187,855,540
$3,424,409 $7,514,222
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE COMMERCE IN MERCHANDISE BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES AND MEXICO, BY YEARS AND DECADES, FROM 1851
TO 1897.

hoge |
YEAR |EXPORTS FROM THE UNITED STATES. :
ENDING | EXPORTS (=)
JUNE 30. | i | OR
5 MFORTS ().

13451498

1,047,408

58
3,041,019 | 3,
4,016,148| 1,930,601
3,872,004 | 1,865,278 |

2,200,202

1,250,023

46,776,425

0:198,077
13,324,505

=)

o S0t

L= AN

| G wiocJ

14,199,080

13,606,531 |

18,891,714 |

12,441,805 4 12,842,149 |

14,582,484 | 2 75!"’5!‘4(16:
19,450,256 |
23,421,004

Treaiury Department, Bureaw of Statistics, WORTHINGTON C. Forp,

September 4, 189g7. Chief of Bureau.
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE TOTAL COMMERCE BETWEEN THE UNITED
STATES AND MEXICO, BY YEARS AND DECADES FROM 1851 TO
1897.

yEAR |EXPO t > 2 IMPORTS INTO THE UNITED STATES, | EXCESS OF
ENDING. |—— | EXPORTS (-)
june30o. | Mer- |Gold and Mer- Gold and OR
' S chandise, IMPORTS (-+).

]

24

[T R S

1860..
Total
10 years..

“fy
gl |

$r0,011,403

$ 885112
2,181,174/
1863 g,020,624|
1864.. |
1865 16,350,839|
4:573,218
5:305:795|
6,441,339

10 Yy €ars

[
o

1871 :
i A
1B73ccsvasne

L G

-
W o

WO RGN Tin

1875......
1876

1878... ...
1879.
18 ’
Total

10 Years. . |

[« SCRT. NPT - XY Y
[

~3

$ 317,802 2
61,899 131,44 37| — 407,191
96,904| 16 3 782,656 9| 1275525
335,635 13,0399 3 c 3 8,092,460
791490| :
110,035/ d 8 10,687,072
| 14,71 40
17,329,889
11,663,512 21,253,601
z3,53-ﬁ,1:,¢_,r 5
|
$116,312,385]

14,297,431
0,174,034

12,842,149|

15,005,G06/| 56,979| 5 i

10,450,256 2¢ 7 4 Il
12,202,704}
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